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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.

On the 28th of February, 1892, the following articles of association were
adopted by the persons in attendance at the third reunion of the pioneer
lawmakers of Iowa:

Name.—The name of this association shall be PIoNEER LAWMAKERS'
AsSSOCIATION OF lowa.

Who Eligible to Membership.—Its members shall consist of all former
state officers, including members and officers of territorial and state legis-
latures, senators and representatives in congress, members of the cabinet
from Iowa, United States supreme, circuit, and district judges, members
and officers of constitutional conventions and state boards of education,
judges and district attorneys—who served twenty-four years prior to each
biennial* reunion.

Time of Meeting.—The reunions shall be held at the capital of the state,
beginning on the second Wednesday of February of the years in which the
general assembly holds its reguiar sessions, unless otherwise called by the
executive committee.

Officers.—The officers shall consist of a president, and one vice president
from each congressional district of the state, a secretary and two assistants,
and an executive committee composed of three members,

Election of Officers.—The officers shall be elected on the second day
of each biennial meeting and hold their offices two years, or until their sue-
cessors are chosen.

Inaugural Address —The address of the president shall be delivered
at the opening of each biennial reunion.

Committee on Publication,—On the morning of the first day of each
reunion the president shall appoint a committee on publication, whose duty
it shall be to take charge of all papers read or received at the various ses-
sions, including resolutions and letters from absent members, and preserve
all records of such meetings. This committee shall, with the assistance of
the secretary, prepare the proceedings of each session for publication, and
supervise the printing and distribution of the same, and mail a copy of the
proceedings to each member.

Enrollment of Members.—At the opening of each session the president
shall invite all members present to enroll their names, giving their terms of
official service, place of birth, number of years in Iowa, and present post-
office address. These statistics shall be published with the proceedings.
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Standing Committees,—The president shall at each session appoint a
committee on statistics, consisting of one from each congressional district,
whose duty it shall be to prepare a biographical sketch of such members as
may die during the two years intervening between the time of their appoint-
ment and the next reunion. Itshall be the duty of each member of this
committee to prepare biographical sketches of such members as may die in
the district in which he resides, all of which shall be reported to the next
succeeding reunion for publication.

The following additional committees shall be appointed before the
adjournment of the forenoon session of the first day of each reunion.

First.-—On nominations for officers, five members.
Second.—On resolutions, five members.

Third.—To visit the Governor and convey to him an invitation to attend
the session of the rerznion, two members.

Fourth.—To visit each house of the general assembly and extend to them
an invitation to meet with the Old Lawmakers, four members, two for each
house. '

Executive Committee.—It shall be the duty bf the executive commit-
tee to make all necessary arrangements fon each successive reunion, and to
fill all vacancies in offices.

All officers of this association shall perform the duties ordinarily devoly-
ing upon such officers.



PIONEER LAWMAKERS’ ASSOCIATION
Of Iowa.

REUNION OF 1904,
- Held at Des Moines, Iowa, March 9th and 10th, 1904.

NINTH BIENNIAL SESSION.

President Joseph R. Reed called the assemblage to order at
10 A.M. :

GENTLEMEN—TI am pleased -to have the honor of calling this
venerable body to order; and I feel it the proper thing now at
the opening of this session to express my appreciation of the
honor conferred upon me. It is a high honor for any citizen to
be called upon to preside over any assembly of its citizens; but
it is an especial high honor to be called to preside over an as-
sociation of this character, an association of men who have been
connected with the early history and the early legislation of this
State; and I do appreciate this honor very highly. Ifis also an
honor fo be called upon to follow in succession the illustrious
gentlemen who have occupied this position in the past. Such
men as the Hon. George G. Wright, Theodore S. Parvin, John
Scott, Hoyt Sherman and others; all of whom, I believe, have
now passed away. This is all I care to say, gentlemen, prelim-
inary to the first duty that devolves upon me in the opening of
this assembly. I will now call upon the Chaplain, the Rev. A.
L. Frisbie, to open our meeting with prayer. Gentlemen will
please arise while Doctor Frisbie leads us in prayer.

(7
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Docror Friseie: O, Lord God, our matters arein thy hands. Thou art
over all things; over all destinies and our faces are roward Thee; we are of
Thee and we goin Thy way; lead us in that way here. Thou hast blessed
us in the years passed; Thou hast blessed these men and given them their
lot in this goodly land. Thou didst permit them to plant their feet here and
to have to do with the first things. We thank Thee that they did so well in
the early days; that so many things were well and wisely done. We thank
Thee for their contribution to the history of Iowa. We pray Thee that in-
asmuch as they made so much of their lives in our city, as they journey on
they may have great satisfaction in the overlooking of what they did; that
they may have great joy in the fruition of their early hopes, the results of
their early planning and endeavors. We pray as they go forth they may
have great peace, great comfort and great satisfaction. Watch over each
one of them and grant that each step in advance shall be a step without
tremor and without hesitation, with full confidence in the future; confident
that as Thou didst begin a good work in this our land and our common-
wealth so Thou wilt carry on in the minds of those who come afterward as
years go by to take up the work left uncompleted by their toil. So,
Lord, we leave the succession of useful labor and wise planning in their
hands, believing that Thou wilt grant the wisdom needed; believing that
Thou wilt give to the nation and the commonwealth the success possible to
us. May we not prove unworthy. God bless and keep us all.

Be with us and comfort us. Give us peace and satisfaction and comfort
and righteousness in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CHAIRMAN: The first matter of business is the appointment
of a committee of two members of the Association to wait upon
the Governor. I will designate Colonel Abernethy and Lieuten-
ant Governor Bestow to wait upon the Governor, who is to de-
liver the welcome address to us.

GOVERNOR GUE: Mr. President—Will you permit me to in-
troduce to you and the Pioneer Lawmakers Association the
daughter and granddaughter of Governor Ansel Briggs, the
first Governor of Iowa.,

CHAIRMAN: Woe are certainly very glad to meet you and to
have you sit with us.

GOVERNOR GUE: Mr. President—I “move you that these two
surviving decendants, the daughter and granddaughter of Gov-
ernor Briggs, the first Governor of Iowa, be made honorary
members of this Association.

Motion seconded by Mr. McNutt.

Motion unanimously carried. )

CHAIRMAN: Ladies we welcome you as honorary members
of our Association.

MRg. Casapy: I move you that Mr., Edward A. Temple, the
son of Hon. George Temple, who was in the first tferritorial
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legislature, and afterwards speaker of the house of represent-
atives in 1850-1851, be made an honorary member of this
Association. I will also move you that Mr. C. A. Finkbine, son
of Robert Finkbine, one of the members in an early legislature
and afterwards superintendent of the building of our Capitol
building, be made an honorary member of this Association.

Motion seconded. -

Carried.

COLONEL ABERNETHY: Mr. President: Your committee has
performed its duty and take great pleasure in presenting the
distinguished executive officer of Iowa, Governor Cummins.

CHAIRMAN: Governor, we are glad to welcome you. Gentle-
men, [ am glad to have the opportunity of presenting to you
Governor Cummins, who is to make the address of welcome
to us.

GoveERNOR CUMMINS: My, President and Gentlemen of the Pioneer Law-
makers Association—Although I am not unused to public speaking, yet I
rise to perform this very pleasant duty with exceeding great diffidence The
office that I hold has given me many opportunities of pleasure and profit
and honor, but I remember none that has occurred during the two years
that I have occupied the office more pleasant, more agreeable or more ro-
tund with honor than the occasion to which I am now called. It would be
useless, aye, worse than useless, for me to attempt to recall the pioneer
days of our commonwealth or to paint the scenes in feeble and inadequate
language, with which you are so familiar and that have filled your lives to
the very brim. I can not, however, forbear making one or two sugges-
tions. It seems to me that you ought to be the proudest men in all the com-
monwealth.. You have lived to see the monument erected to the virtues of
your associates, and you have lived to see, in a sense, the epitaph written
of the great days in which you controlled the destinies of the State. I have
always thought that the pioneer was more to be envied than the man who
lives in another stage of a country’s development. He has opportunities
which his successors never have. There is something sublime in taking a
great country in its plastic state, or condition, and molding it for the use
and for the glory, and for the help of generations yet to come. Now, we
are in the habit, of course, of looking back over the dim vistas of the past
and, possibly, magnifying to some extent the stature of the men of the
olden days, but, nevertheless, I say with great deference and with great re-
spect to the men of this day, to the lawmakers and the executives of this
day, that they are not so great as the lawmakers and the executives of a
former day. They can not be so great. The conditions which surround
them, in a sense belittle and dwarf and cramp their energies and their am-
bitions. Let me tell you why. In the early days of this State, or of any
State, men had a common interest to serve, a common welfare to support
and to promote. When you met in the olden days in your capacity as legis-
lators there were no conflicting, and dominating interests in society which
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now exist, and you stood there free from every selfish condition or purpose;
free to serve all the people; looking to their interests from a high and clear
standpoint, not obscured by the great mass, the rushing mass, of interests
that have accumulated in the later days, and, therefore, it was easier to be
great in the old days than it is to be great in this day. No man can be
great in a public capacity, unless he is able to divest himself absolutely of
every interest save one, and that is the interest of the whole people whom
he is elected and commissioned to serve. There is no other greatness in
the world. And in the pioneer days of this commonwealth, or of any com-
monwealth, you came together absolutely unconscious of any selfish strain
or effort in the public life, and in that atmosphere it was natural for men to
tower into higher regions and higher altitudes than men can reach in this
day. Now, I do not dispargage the men of my own generation, the men of
this day. They do the best they can. I believe they are as honest as the
men of other days, but these trends of life which have now become so in-
tricate, which interlace among each other so that it is impossible to trace
cause to effect; so that it is impossible to distinguish the influences which
are really moving public life. In those respects, and for those reasons, it is
vastly more difficult for men to look abroad and do just the thing that
ought to be done for the interest and fo the welfare of all the people. That
is the reason that I have always envied the men of pioneer days. They had
a great trust committed to them and in this commonwealth, at least, they
performed, they executed that trust with a fidelity and with a dignity that
have conferred upop the men, the younger men of the day a heritage of
which they are all proud, and they gave them an impulse from which it is
impossible to escape. Iowa owes much of the high distinction which she
wears, so worthily wears, to the unselfish and the devoted work of her pio-
neers. I believe it is true that the people of Iowa are the best people in the
world. I believe that, taking them as a whole, the two millions and a half
of men and women and children within the borders of this State has no
superiors, I doubt if they have parallels, for all the virtues which dignify
and sweeten life. (Applause.) And why? Simply because there lies at the
origin of the commonwealth a patriotism and a character and a persistent
determination that you will not find at the origin of many of the govern-
ments and societies of the world; and Iowa will always be the beneficiary of
the noble work of the early days. I have but lately read,—I am now read-
ing with infinite pleasure and great profit the first real history of this State,
compiled by a gentlemen who sits among you and who honors his State in
the great production of which he is the author. It is a work of the most ab-
sorbing interest, and I never knew how much, I, and the society of this
State are indebted to the noble spirits of the early days, as I know now after
reading in a connected way the development of the society which we now
call Iowa. (Applause.) I am told that there are others, that the daughter
and granddaughter of Governor Briggs are here. What a joy it must be to
reach out with one hand and grasp the first spirit or spirits of the State, and
with the other the generation which is now in full, possession of these great
benefits and heritages ? I hope that from year to year these meetings will
grow in interest. I cannot, I am not permitted to hope that they will grow
in numbers. I know that the hand which leads us all must speedily deci-
mate the ranks of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association. I can only say to
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you that when the activities of life shall have ceased with you, that you have
a permanent and abiding place in the affections of those who have come
after you.

I thank you most heartily for this opportunity to be with you.

CHAIRMAN: A response to this address of welcome will be
delivered on behalf of the Association by my friend here, one of
our members, Hon. Warren S. Dungan, after which there will be
an opportunity given to each of you to personally greet the
Governor.

Response by Lieutenant Governor Dungan.

My. President, Pioneer Lawmakers, Governor Cummins—We have all
listened attentively to the generous words of welcome extended to us by
Governor Cummins.

Perhaps there is no greater pleasure in our experience than that of receiv-
ing the sincere approval and appreciation of what we have done by those
who succeed us. Now, if we are justly entitled to half the merit he accords
us, we should be well satisfied.

It is my pleasant privilege, on behalf of our Association, to respond to
this welcome.

We accept, sir, the welcome extended to us, on behalf of yourself, your
associates, and the State as well, appreciating the spirit in which it is offered,
and say to you in reply, that we are glad to be here under the present admin-
istration of State affairs because we regard you and those associated with
you as eminently worthy to succeed those whose praise you have seen fit to
emphasize in your address,

- If the builders of our beloved State are to be commended for the wisdom
of their labors, their mantles have fallen upon worthy shoulders.

" You have said that the Pioneer Lawmakers ‘ ‘builded better than they
knew.’’ This is doubtless true in more senses than one. One of the best
definitions of the word ‘‘Wisdom’’ which I have seen is this: ‘‘Wisdom
consists in choosing the best end and then the best means of accomplishing
that end.’’ We dare not claim that, in laying the foundation of this State,
we saw, in the future, the grandeur it has now attained, we were content to
try and choose the best for the time being and let the end take care of itself,
If, while in its territorial condition, or in the earlier periods of its state-
hood, one had predicted that, at the end of but little more than half a
century, Iowa would have a population of two and a quarter millions; a
splendid school system with an enrollment of over half a million pupils, 30,-
000 teachers, expending $10,000,000 annually for its support; with less
illiteracy than any State in the Union; with Academies, Colleges and Uni-
versities of a high order; with elemossinary institutions of which any State
might be proud, caring for 5,000 of our unfortunates; with an assessed
value of property of $2,000,000,000; $400,000,000 of personal and $1,600,000,-
000 of real property; standing eleventh among the states in the aumber of
families who own their own homes, tenth in population and first in agri-
culture, he would have been declared visionary, if not something worse.

We do not forget how bountiful nature was in furnishing to our hands a

“land so rich in soil, so genial in climate, so productive in the leading
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cereals and of all that conduces to man’s happiness. God made the country
great. This, to those who laid the foundations of our State, those who be-
lieved the Divine hand is visible in all of nature’s works, was proof that He
meant it as the habitation of a great people. For ages upon ages the sun,
in its daily course, had looked down upon this beautiful land and with the
refreshing rains had fertilized it for man’s use, but '‘there was nota man
to till the soil.”” The Indian had scarcely broken it except to plant a few
patches of corn here and there, and was, therefore, unworthy of so rich an in-
heritance. Upon this theory our fathers justified themselves in removing
them and of occupying their lands. On the other side of the water, a race
had been developing a character for intelligence, moralty and sturdiness
of purpose, fitting them to occupy this continent and eventually that part of
it now known as ‘‘Iowa.”’” How well they have fulfilled their mission
history alone can relate,

Upon this foundation the Lawmakers of Iowa were to build a State.
Although such a foundation was ready to their hands the work to be done,
if well done, required intelligence, fidelity and laborious and persistent
effort. These qualities you have kindly accorded them, but beyond the
exercise of these virtues they do not claim they had any vision into the
future enabling them to see the grand proportions to which this State has
now arrived. ¢

Your Excellency, these pioneers belonged to that class of our people to
which you allude in your last annual address as "*‘humble but numerous,
earnest and faithful, who believed that what we have today is good but
what we will have tomorrow is to be better; and who proposed an honest,
persistent effort for the realization of their hopes.”’

One has said, *‘their is no epic like the making of a State.”” Beneath
the hard, homely, even repulsive details of pioneer life, are hidden all sac-
rifices, all heroisms, all achievements. The ox team, the flat boat, the log
cabin will some day become invested with the halo of the Golden Fleece,
and they will be far nobler historically, because the symbols of a grander
civilization. The greatness of a State consists not wholly in the extent of
its army or the might of its navy; nor in the magnificence of its commerce,
in its full treasury, nor yet to command, through fear, the respectful con-
sideration of other nations; but rather in the intelligence, virtue and
patriotism of its citizens—men and women—upon its being founded upon
the eternal principles of right and justice; with a due regard to the rights of
other nations not only securing their respect, but their confidence and
kindly offices in international intercourse,

Acting om these principles your pioneer lawmakers commenced the
making of this State.

The first Territorial Legislature passed an act confirming and protecting
all gifts and grants of lands for schoolhouse sites and for places of
‘* Divine worship.”’

At their second session, by chapter 140, of the Territorial Legislature,
was laid the foundation of our splendid common school system. That act
also provided for setting apart a portion of the tax voted for school pur-
poses, in establishing a library in connection with each schoolhouse in the
Territory. In these acts they aimed at the widest intelligence and highest
morality of the whole people.
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The State University was established in 1851, and the Agricultural Col-
lege in 1858.

The unfortunate classes of our people received early attention. The
asylum for the blind was established in 1853, and an institution to care for
the deaf and dumb; and in 1855, at Mt. Pleasant, the first asylum for the"
insane, Thus early were laid the foundations of the present systems of
education and philanthropy, of which we are all so justly proud.

Napoleon declared that it was his conviction that ‘‘France, without
education and without religion, was not prepared for the republicanism of
the United States.”’

Mr. President and Pioneer Lawmakers, if, as the Governor has said, his-
tory gives you credit for work faithfully done, if it frees your administra-
tion from all scandal, if it covers up your errors and mistakes in the glare
of the grandeur which has resulted, we can all unite in saying to the Gov-
ernor and his associates that we congratulate the people of our State upon
the high character of those they have chosen to be in control at this time;
and that all through our history, as a State, up to the present hour, Iowa’s
fair name is unsullied by frauds or corruption in any branch of our State
government.

We live in the past. Yours are the duties of the present. Our organiza-
tion was effected for social and historical purposes. We take great delight
in the social features of these biennial meetings, and through papers read
and addresses delivered and in efforts to stimulate research, to collec: and
preserve from oblivion as much of the early history of our State as is now
attainable.

We recall, in memory, the names of those with whom we were associated
in our official capacities. The only sad features in this reminiscence is the
fact that so many of them have gone beyond, we trust, to fairer shores and
to higher duties and to greater rewards.

My first experience as a legislator was as a member of the senate of the
Ninth General Assembly in 1862, and [ am sadly reminded that but five of
the members of that body are yet living. The eminent jurist Woodward,
the eloquent Duncombe, the versatile Ainsworth, the rising young states-
man McCrary, the gallant Redfield and so many others, too numerous to
mention here, come no more to greet us.with their presence and with their
good cheer, ’

But I will not further indulge in reflections upon the members of that
senate lest I encroach upon the subject assigned my friend, Judge Fairall.

I have said, in substance, that our organization was not formed for the
purpose, or with the hope, of influencing the legislation of the current
years, yet there is one important matter to be considered by the present
legislature to which, I feel assured, the members of this Association will
justify me in alluding. I refer, sir, to your recommendation, in your last
annual message, for a liberal appropriation for the completion of the His-
torical building, by the present legislature. In making this recommenda-
tion, I can assure you that you have the hearty approval of every member
of this Association, and we have the fullest confidence in the wisdom and
patriotism of the members of the assembly that they will readily comply with
that recommendation. This is in direct line with the motives and purposes
of our organization and we believe in accord with the desire of a vast ma-
jority of the people of Iowa.
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The Association here took a recess while the members crowded
around the Governor cordially taking him by the hand, and for
half an hour the enthusiastic ovation continued.

" On motion of Hon. B. F. Clayton, a vote of thanks was ten-
dered to Gov. A. B. Cummins for the very excellent address
delivered to the Association.

GOVERNOR CUMMINS: Mr. President—You will permit me to
say I appreciate the vote very much, and one word further, that
no thanks are due me, because the experience of being with
you very far exceeds the pleasure you have in me being with
you.

PrESIDENT: You flatter us, Governor.

Gentlemen—There are a number of committees that we ought
to have appointed before we take our noon recess. There is a
Committee on Publication that is to publish the proceedings.
That committee will consist of two members, Mr. Isaac Brandt,
the secretary, and Mr. John M. Davis. There is a Committee
on Resolutions, five members, Gen. J. B. Weaver, Colonel
Abernethy, Lt. Gov. W. 8. Dungan, S. S. Farwell and Judge
Addison Oliver.

On the Committee on Invitation to House of Representatives,
Hon. B. F. Clayton and Colonel Godfrey.

On the Committee on Invitation to the Senate, Judge Oliver
and Major Farwell.

This covers the ground for this morning, with the exception
of one other committee, which I will name hereafter, the Com-
mittee on Nomination of officers for the ensuing year. I will
appoint that committee this afternoon, and we have about thirty
minutes yet before 12 o’clock. We would be glad to hear re-
marks from any member, or any gentlemen present.

MaJorR FARWELL: I move you, Mr. President, that General
Weaver be invited to speak to us.
Seconded.

CHAIRMAN: I need not submit that motion. General, we
would be very glad to hear from you.

GENERAL WERAVER: My, President, Pioneer Lawmakers and Ladies
and Gentlemen—I1 have so recently become a member of your Honorable
body that I do not feel competent to address you at this time. I have had
in mind all the time that I ought to be a member of this body and meet
with you at your stated meetings. I think that there is nothing more ap-
propriate in the current history of the country than that the early law-
makers of this State, and those who assisted to mould our civilization,
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should meet, if not annunally, at least biennially, and recall the herculean
efforts that were made to build up our commonwealth and to open and
solidify the civilization of this,country. I am very proud of the State in
which I live. If I had not been, I would have left it for reasons, a good
while ago; but, with all her faults, I love her still and propose to abide
here and to rest here for ever with the people of this State. I have been a
citizen of this State—you will think it a good while for a young man—I
have been a citizen of this State sixty-two years. Hence, I have been a
witness of the growth of the State, and I was a witness of the uprising
of the patriotism of this State and of her gallent men upon the
battlefield and know something about what they did to add to the renown of
the State and to its prowess. I am glad to be with you and this afternoon
when I have more time to think and to take in the animus of the Associa-
tion, would be glad to talk to you more in consistency. I thank you.
(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we will now take our noon recess.
Our meeting this afternoon will be at 2 o’clock, and there are
three papers on the program. We will probably also have in
addition to the regular program some letters from members who

can not be with us, and will you please be present promptly at 2
o’clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

- Meeting called to order by President Reed.

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, Judge Casady presents to you this
picture to the Association which you see before you, and he will
make a few remarks concerning it.

Jupce Casapy. Mr. President and Genllemen of the Associalion—This
is a picture of Doctor Selman, of Bloomfield. Doctor Selman’s daughter,
Mrs. Forker, of Chicago, and Mrs. Harper of this city, presents this picture
to the Pioneer Lawmakers Association. I will say that the Doctor was a
delegate to the first constitutional convention in 1846, the convention in
which the Constitution was adopted. He was elected in October, 1846, a
State Senator and served in the First General Assembly of the State, and he
drew the short term, and was elected again on the first Monday in August,
1848, and served in the Second and Third General Assemblies. And I will
say he is the only man living that was in the first State Senate; in the First
General Assembly he is the only one, and I believe he and I are the only
ones alive of the members in the Second and third General Assemblies.
The doctor was a candidate for the electorate in 1848, and occupied some
other positions. Since that time he has retired and engaged in the practice
of his profession. I knew something of him before he came to Iowa, when
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he was a young physician and practicing medicine in the eastern part of
indiana. I will say that Colonel Moore and General Weaver have known
him intimately for fifty years in his town. I have never lived in his town,
and the time that we served together in the legislature is about the only
time I had any personal acquaintance with him in this State. We were to-
gether through two sessions of the legislature, the Second and Third Gen-
eral Assemblies.

GENERAL WEAVER: Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Association—
I have been acquainted with the Hon. John J. Selman for sixty-one years. I
gaw him when I was & mere boy. He had come, I think, from Indiana to this
State, though he was born in Alabama; and [ want to say that he was at
that time, when I first saw him, and for many years afterwards, the hand-
somest human being that I ever looked upon. He was a perfect Apollo;
stalwart, eagle-eyed, of beautiful complexion, and the most genial man
that I have ever been acquainted with, and it is remarkable, now he is
nearing his ninetietb mile-post; he is eighty-seven or eighty-eight at this
time, and still practicing his profession, and he still retains that genial dis-
position and love for his neighbors. I have known him in his practice as a
physician during all tbis period, and it is not exaggeration to say that the
people of Davis county today owe him not less than a quarter of a million
dollars., He never kept any books—kept some memorandums—and never
tried to collect anything. Everybody paid him when they could, a little,
and that was all there was of it. He thanked them, gave them a blessing,
and went on and attended to their families.

Another thing about him: There never was a time when he refused to go
to the poorest man’s cabin and administer to their wants. He was a
whole-souled pioneer Western man, with a heart as big as all out-
doors, and loved everybody, and as a lawmaker I have always heard over
his territory that he was the charm of the assembly to which he belonged.
He was capable of having reached the very highest position in society if he
had aspired toit. Asa man he was naturally learned; the kind of a man
who makes books. You know somebody had to make the books before we
studied them. He was naturally great, like Aristotle, like many_of the
ancients; like Socrates. Socrates never wrote a word. Had it not been for
Plato and Aristotle, what he taught would have been lost to the world. So
of Doctor Selman; he was one of natures great men, and his grandeur he de-
rived from heaven alone, for he was great ere fortune made him so, and life
like mists against the sun made him but greater seen not greater glow.
Gentlemen, he was a great man, a good man, an elegant neighbor, and when
he dies the world will lose one of its most genial inhabitants. (Applause.)

€HAIRMAN: We will be glad to hear from Colonel Moore.

COLONEL MOORE: Myr. President and Pioneer Lawmakers—I feel that
I can add but very little to what has been said. Perhaps nothing that will
be of interest. I feel that as a member of this Association and as having a
personal acquaintance with Doctor Selman of many years, not having ex-
tended quite so long as General Weaver’ s, but I have known him for fifty
years,—half a century—for that time I have known him as a neighbor; I
have seen him in every relation of life almost you could mention as a
neighbor, and I simply want to add my testimony to the truthful remarks
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‘*The cause of temperance can sustain no injury from the loss of this
amendment, which would be at all comparable to the injury to republican
institutions which a violation of the Constitution would inflict. That large
and respectable class of moral reformers which so justly demands the
observance and the enforcement of law, can notafford to take its first re-
formatory step by a violation of the Constitution. . . . . Inthe
matter of a great moral reform, the loss of a few years is nothing. The °
Constitution is the palladium of Republican freedom. . . . .
Whatever interests may be advanced or may suffer, whoever or whatever
may be ‘voted up or voted down,’ no sacrilegous hand must be laid on the
Constitution.”’

It is pleasant to know that subsequently, though after his pulse had
ceased to beat, the most powerful newspaper that had assailed him for
this opinion, made graceful amends for its actions and venerated with
exalted praise and sincerity the character of this Judge who was not willing
to deviate from the true legal way, as he saw it, in order to please a par-
ticular class or-assauge the public clamour that prevailed upon the subject.

Viewed in a personal light, he was a natural born gentleman., In
physique he approached the herculean; broad shouldered, heavy chested,
tall and noble in mien. In disposition and temperament, always the same,
and always gracious, forgiving, kind and lovable. It may be properly
said of him what was once said of an English Lord Chancellor, that *‘his
moral and intellectual qualities, his judicial attainments, and, more than
these, his gentle goodness and attaching qualities, of heart, will shed a
calm and placid light over his memory, like the pure ray of some distant
star, which the mist of earth for a time obscures from our view."”” He had

. bravely served as a soldier in the civil war, and then as a Circuit Judge for

some years before he was elevated to the dignity of Supreme Judge. Under
all circumstances and at all times he was a patriot of the purest order.

Col. John Scott was the President of the Association at the time of which
I speak. He had been a striking figure in the State for forty years. He
was a strongly marked individual, but marked well. Marked with a pro-
fusion of both stable and shining qualities. For a period of twenty-five
years prior to 1886 I rarely missed, though never much of a politician,
attending the annual Republican State Conventions, and after his return
from the army I rarely missed seeing him there. He was a person of fine
presence, though not above the ordinary height and somewhat inclined to be
corpulent. Rather distinguished in appearance. He had served with distinc-
tion in the civil war. As Lieutenant Colonel of the Third Iowa he led our
forces in the bloody fight of Blue Mills Landing, and as Colonel of the Thirty-
second Iowa, in many other engagements. He seemed to have preserved
somewhat of the military alr, the erect form and measured step of the
soldier. But combined with this, he also carried the air of a cultured gentle-
man and a scholar. And, indeed, he was both of these. His intellectual,
spectacled face would have easily passed him for a college professor. He was
always a leading and influential person in these conventions. It was there
that I knew and most particularly became acquainted with him. He was
naturally a leader of men and consnicuously demonstrated it on these occas-
jons. While he was a man of an exceedingly active temperament, he always
kept good control of himself, and never arose to speak unless there was
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something to be said. And whenever he did arise for that purpose, the con-
vention became a mass of respectiul listeners, because the members were
fully conscious of his high character and superior powers; his keen discrimi-
nation, his sound judgment, his ability to clearly present and logically en-
force pertinent propositions. He was an able and accomplished man, and
an unflinching one in the courage of his convictions. Though he was a
member of the Senate in 1860 and Lieutenant Governor in 1868, I do not
think that he was ever a very active aspirant for public honors, but I feel
sure that he would have filled any office within the gift of the people with
both fidelity and distinction. With all due deference to the younger gen-
eration it is hard to fill the places of such men. At least they do not seem,
according to my vision, to flow as plentiful as we could wish from the grind-
ngs of the political machines now s> ‘much in vogue.

Concerning John F. Duncombe I should like to say much. At the reunion
referred to he read a paper which will prove a fine contribution to history on
the Spirit Lake Relief Expedition, of which he was a heroic member. On
the same occasion a paper was read by your humble servant entitled, ‘* A
Glimpse of the Personnel of the House of 1864 and Senate of 1866;’" both of
which may be found in the published proceedings of that reunion. He was
an extraordinary man from almost any point of view. There are some
princely looking men whose majesty extends no farther than their good
looks. But herec was one in whom were combined both personal and intel-
lectual majesty. Unusually tall, but well proportioned, full chested, erect,
with his finely poised head thrown back, his fine face beaming with intelli-
gent power, his manly voice able to make itself clearly heard above the
ordinary din of assemblages, he at once attracted attention and fixed the
eye of the beholder. As I recollect it, his hair was a trifle inclined to curl,
and I never saw him in one of the attitudes just indicated, w1thout these
familiar lines ranning through my mind:

‘‘S8ee, what a grace is seated on this brow;
Hyperion curls; the front of Jove himself;
An eye like Mars, to threaten and command ;
A combipatien and a form, indeed,

Where every god did seem to set his seal
To give the world assurance of a man.”

He was a fine lawyer, and had he possessed ample opportunities, would
have proven himself a statesman; but he belonged to a political party which
had been in control of the State but once, and then but partially, for fifty
years. But for the success of this party and for the advancement of its
principles which he believed to be just, he struggled with Spartan bravery
through the entire period. The course of events was strongly against the
conquest for which he labored. Year after year their party suffered defeat;
year after year, with the exception mentioned, it seemed to sink into a more
hopeless minority. And yet'he, with many a splendid compeer, continued
to battle against certain defeat as splendidly as ever, and as though they
were fairly inspired with the sentiment that

‘‘Truth crushed to earth will rise again.
The eternal years of God are hers.”

It is an easy thing for men buoyed up with the prospect of political pre-

ferment to contend for the success of a popular party with every prestige in

e —
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its favor, and with almost the certainty of success. No great amount of
moral courage is necessary to be invoked in a contest like that. But it is
different when men, discarding the hope of political preferment, led year
after year and decade after decade, a folorn hope. It is certainly a voucher
of the sincerity of their purpose, and their belief in the justice of their cause.
Of such men John F. Duncombe was an illustrious compeer and leader.
In his profession and as a leader of public affairs he worked intensely, and
doubtless sought a fair measure of fame, which he would have more fully
achieved and made conspicuous had his lot been cast in a large clty rather
than in a provincial town.

**Ah who can tell how hard it is to climb
The steep where Fame's proud temple shinee afar,”

Thus have I briefly written of these associates of ours who have died
since my last attendance. How many of us will cross the dark river
between mow and the time of our next meeting, of course no man can say.
Human existence has been compared to a swiftly moving train. We see the
trees, the luxuriant meadows, the tilled fields, the roofed houses, rush by
and vanish in the distance, So everything in life is perpetually fleeing from
us. We ree, we hasten, we stretch out our hands to grasp what is passing;
each event is a turn in the road; and all at once we are old. We see an
obscure door; we feel a shock, the burdened horse of life halts, while a
veiled and unknown form unharnesses amid the shadows.

But let all of us who shall remain in the harness keep heroically on tothe
end. Let us strive to keep young even if we do grow old chronologically.
And let us and those who shall come after us continue through the means of
this Association preserve passing events and the personal history of the
men who have helped to make the state of lowa, where I spent the best years
of my life and that I ardently love, the peerless commonwealth that it isnow
acknowledged on all hands to be.

CHAIRMAN: Before proceeding with the program I desire to
announce the committee on the Nomination of Officers for the
ensuing year. That committee will consist of T. B. Knapp,
Samuel McNutt, Chas. Linderman, L. O. Bliss, and P. M.
Casady. Mr. Knapp is chairman of the committee &nd he wil}
convene it and they can make their report tomorrow morning.

The next thing on the program is a ‘‘Memorial to Hon.
Gideon 8. Bailey, Last Surviving Member of First Legislative
Assembly, by Judge P. M. Casady.”

TRIBUTE BY HON. P. M. CABADY.

Gideon Smith Bailey, born June 3, 1809, near Louisville, Ky., James
Madison, the fourth President, had been in the chief magistracy but a
short time. His birth occurred seven years before the State of Indiana had
been admitted into the Union, nine years before Illinois was admitted as a
State in the Union. A short time after his birth his parents moved ucross
the Ohio river, into the woods of Indiana territory and there among the
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rugged and honest people of that new country he was reared, and what
education he acquired was had in the log cabin schoolhouse of that early
day. These Indiana schools have been described by Rev. Mr. Eggleston in
his book called the ‘'Hoosier Schoolmaster.”” We find him at eighteen
years of age employed as schoolteacher. At twenty-three years he is in
Illinois as a medical practitioner, having for his patients the best people of
that new country, among them ‘the Lincoln family, and after remaining in
Illinois a few years he came to the Territory of Wisconsin, then called Black
Hawk purchase, a year before Iowa was created a territory, and settled
upon a claim of public lands near Vernon in Van Buren county. He then
was only twenty-eight years of age. After the Territory of Iowa was cre-
a‘ed, taking all that part of Wisconsin, lying west of the Mississippi river,
111838, at the first election held to elect representatives to the first legis-
lative assemblies, he was elected representative of the House from the
crunty of Van Buren, serving with James W. Grimes, George Temple,
William H. Wallace, William Patterson, Hawkins Taylor, Ashbury B.
Porter and others of equal ability but not so prominent. He was the lead-
ing member to advocate to adopt the public school system for the new
Territory of Iowa. He was also a member of the House in the second
1:gislative session and also a member of the council of the third and fourth
sessions of the legislature, serving with Shepherd Lefler, Daniel F. Miller,
Edward Johnstone, S. Clinton Hastings, Alfred Rich, Laurel Summers,
M. D. Browning, Francis Springer, Jesse B. Browne and others. The
fourth legislative assembly convened in Iowa City. He was a member of
the first constitutional convention which convened in Iowa City in 1844,
which was rejected by thz people, partly because of the objections made to
the proposed boundary. He was a member of the Senate in the Seventh
and Eighth Gzneral Assemblies of the State which convened in the city of
Des Moines. He was a man of convictions, ready to state his opinions
upon all subjects upon all proper occasions, held in high esteem by his
neighbors and acquaintances, broad and liberal in his views, having a
high regard for upright men whether they agreed with him in general
politics or not. What he wanted to know, was the party honest in his con-
victions. The late Judge Wright was a warm personal friend of his and
attended a dinner at his plain home in Vernon a number of years ago,
given to a few of his old acquaintances, was regarded as a farewell dinner.
Judge Wright always spoke of him as a clear-headed, conservative man,
hating shams of all kinds. During his long life there never was a word
uttered against him as to his official conduct while in office nor in his long
private life. He served as marshal under the Polk administration, to the
entire satisfaction of the people as a public servant, and to the department
having charge of that part of the public service. He passed away Novem-
ber 5, 1903, at his old home where he had lived from 1837. His remains
are buried in the cemetery at that place. The newspapers of Van Buren
county and other places have paid marked tribute to his memory, stating
he was one of the oldest lawmakers, and that in the early sessions of the
Territorial Lelgislature he took an active part in enacting statutes for
schools. 2
- The people in territorial days were fortunate in selecting able men to
represent them in the council and house of the legislative assemblies. And
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made by the general. I visited bim quite frequently. He has b:en afflicted
for some considerable length of time. He is confined to his house, and for
many days confined to the bed, but the principal part of the time he is able
to sit up and converse with his friends. Nothing pleases him so much as to
have the older ones visit him. Recently a group of persons came to his
house on a visit, and his daughter told me recently that she named over those
persons, ‘' Well,’’ he says, ‘‘ now those young people, they have known
me always, have grown up around me, and it is hardly possible that I can
name them, but if there is any older one whom I have known, have himr
come in, I want to talk with him.’" He seems to delight to talk with the older
ones; with those with whom he has been familiar for the last half century.
As a physician he is honored, loved and respected, beloved by everybody.
While, if he should be classed as one of those men who is somwhat ex-
pressive, or rather demonstrative in his expressions, yet when you get down
to his heart, when you take, figuratively speaking, a lighted candle and go
in and out, you are pleased with Doctor Selman. I visited him not long
since, and while, as I understand it, he has been a member of no church
organization, and makes no pretensions of piety, he takes occasion to talk
to me of our long ago, and that we are slowly, steadily and unerringly
getting down to where together with the mysterious boatman with muffled
oars, etc., he took occasion to ask me: ‘‘Now.' he said, ‘'l have had
some thoughts about that thing. While I look death in the face fair and
square and have no terror, yet I think of these things. I shall break up my
associations with the men and women and children with whom I have asso-
ciated so long; have to separate from them and I get into trains of thought.
What do you think?'’ Well, [ don’t know. I don’t allow myself to think
very much about that. You are older than I am, but I think, doctor, we
will go out of one ark into another, and that sometime or another I might
say to you as the poet expresses it.

The old man reached out his hand and he said, I have made no great
pretenses, but it seems to touch my heart, and those sentiments seem to
come home to me. What do you think will be the other world? Well, I
don’t know—of course I was talking for his edification as well as my own—
I think society will be veritable, that language will be audible and that the
one will be eternal, and that you will know your friends, and that you will
bear with you those feelings; I doubt not you will remember the friends you
have known in your early childhood, The question came up about death.
He was earnestly hoping that with the disease he had he would die without
excessive pain, Oh, well, I don’t know. You have seen pain in all its
forms, you have seen death and the struggles of the afflicted in all its forms;
you can only earnestly hope, as I do, that when your dissolution comes, it
will b2 tender and loving as the song bird. You are not suffering a great
deal; you are slowly but steadily giving way, and do not let those things
trouble you at all. It seems to have done him good. He was a tender
hearted, affectionate, lovable, good man, and I have known him to be only
a few years ago carried on a litter to visit a patient, and they would come
and bring him in carriages, for they thought so much of his ability; not so
much of what we term his learning, but his skill and his experience; and
how he has profited by it. Inasmuch as that now he is in his eighty-seventh
year there are persons who will have his conference and none other. He is

2 .
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a great and good man, and when he goes away our people will miss him
very much.

It was moved by Mr. McNutt and seconded, that the portrait
be accepted and that the thanks of the Association be tendered
to the donors, the wife and daughter of Dr. Selman, and also to
him.

Motion carried.

CHAIRMAN: The first matter on the program this afternoon
is the reports of vice presidents by district. The vice president
for the First district is William Harper, Mediapolis.

SECRETARY BRANDT: I would state, Mr. Chairman, that I
have a letter from Vice President Harper stating that he would
be unable to come here; that his health was such that he would
be unable to be with us. He did not make any report.

CHAIRMAN: The vice president from the Second district is
Hon. Samuel McNutt.

Mr. McNurr: I have no particular report to make, Mr,
President. _

CHAIRMAN: The vice president from the Third district is Mr.
Thomas B. Knapp, of Iowa Falls,

MR. KNaPP: Mr. President—There has nothing new that I
know of transpired to report to this order; nothing that I wish
to report.

CHAIRMAN: The vice presidént of the Fourth district is Gov-
ernor Wm. Larrabee.

GOVERNOR GUE: Governor Larrabee wrote me that he had
gone to California. ‘

CHAIRMAN: The vice president of the Fifth district is Wm.
G. Thompson of Marion.

~ Mr. BRaANDT: I had a letter from Judge Thompson. He had
hoped to be here.

CHAIRMAN: The vice president from the Sixth district is
‘T. B. Perry.

Mr. BRaANDT: He expects to be here tomorrow.

The vice president for the Seventh District is John Scott,
deceased.

The vice president for the Eighth District is Col. W. 8. Dun-
gan,
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MR. DUNGAN: As vice president of our Association for the
Eighth District I have got to report the following list who have
died since my last report,—not since the last meeting:

CrARITON, IowA, March 7, 1904

Mr. President—As vice president of our association for the Eighth Con-
gressional District, I have the honor to report the following list of our mem-
bers who have died since my last report, to wit:

5. D. Wheeler, member of the House of the Twelfth General Assembly,
died August 24, 1901.

D. N. Baker, member of the House in Sixteenth General Assembly,
died in California. .

Smith H. Mallory, member of the House in the Seventeenth General As-
sembly, died March 26, 1903.

Henry H. Day, member of the House in the Tenth General Assembly,
died August 24, 1901,

These were all citizens of Lucas county. While all these did not die since
our last meeting, I believe their deaths have not heretofore been reported.

I had overlooked the fact that it was my duty, as one of the vice presi-
dents, to report to each meeting the deaths occurring in the district until it
was too late to secure the facts in relation to the death of members from
other counties, I hope that my successor will be more attentive to this mat-
ter than I have been. All of wh:ch is respectfully submitted.

WaARReEN S. DuNGaAN,

Vice President Eighth Congressional District,
The vice president for the Ninth District was L. W. Ross,
who died fifteen months ago.

MR. BRANDT: There is nothing from that district.

CHAIRMAN: The vice president from the Tenth District is .
J. L. Kamrar, Webster City.

Mr. BranDT: He expects to be here.

The vice president for the Eleventh District is R. A. Smith,
of Spirit Lake. _

MRr. BranDT: I have a letter from him. He expects to be
here. .

CHAIRMAN: For those vice presidents not present we will
give them opportunity to present their reports.

The next thing on the program was to be an address on the
‘‘Influence of the press on the development of Iowa,”” by Hon.
Geo. D. Perkins. I am informed that Mr. Perkins can not be
here. Governor Gue have you his letter ?

GOVERNOR GUE: I think I handed the letter to Mr. Brandt
from Mr. Perkins. Mr. Perkins expected to be here until a very
late day, but matters over which he had no control prevented
him being with us.
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CHAIRMAN: The next on the program is ‘“The Ninth Gen-
eral Assembly,”” by Judge S. H Fairall, Jowa City. I am
informed that Judge Fairall is not able to be here, but that his
paper will be here tomorrow, when it will be read, and we will
transpose from the program of tomorrow and have the address
of Hon. E. H. Stiles, Kansas City. Mr. Stiles will not be here
personally, but his address is here. .

GOVERNOR GUE: Mr, Stiles sent me a copy of his address
and requested me to read it to the Association, as he and I were
old time friends.

CHAIRMAN: Read it, if you please, Governor.
(Paper read by Governor Gue as requested.)

SOME HASTY SKETCHES.

BY EDWARD H. STILES.

Living in another state, I felt great pleasure in receiving an invitation to
be present at this meeting of the Association and deliver an address on any
subject I might choose. Indeed, I see that I am down for an address in the
programme. But I have found it impossible to be present, or even prepare
such a paper as the occasion merits. Not desiring, however, to make a
complete default, I have with the greatest brevity prepared and here present
the following hasty sketches of some members of this Association who have’
passed away since my last attendance, at the reunion of 1898.

Among this number, if I am not misinformed, were Judge James G.
Day, Col. John Scott, and John F. Duncombe; and there are doubtless
others of whose decease I have not learned or do not now remember.

Judge Day delivered the address of welcome on the occasion referred to.
His sudden death very soon afterward was a shock to his friends and the
commupnity, for he then seemed, though somewhat advanced in years, still
in his prime, still robust and vigorous, both in body and mind. I knew
Judge Day intimately, He was one of the judges of the supreme court of
Iowa for a considerable portion of the time I was the official reporter of its
decisions. He was in my opinion one of the very best judges that ever sat
upon that bench. His learning was mature, his judicial temperament per-
fect, his opinions models of good reasoning, clearness and force. The pur-
ity of his character was without a single stain, and his independence of
thought and action was well exemplified in his opinion in the causa celebre,
in which was declared the invalidity of what was known as the prohibitory
amendment to the constitution, for the reason it had not been properly rati-
fied. For this decision, which simply declared the law in spite of partisan
feeling, he might have foreseen, and doubtless did foresee, that he would be
retired from the bench which for thirteen years he had adorned. But a
thousand times would he have suffered this, rather than have declared the
law contrary to what as a judge he believed it to be. His opinion con-
cluded with these words, which should be written in letters of gold :
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more power of accurately weighing conditions than any man I ever met.
He was certainly a most profound lawyer.

Now, I knew James W. Grimes only passingly. You see he was elected
Governor in 1855, I came here in 1857, in which year Mr. Lowe was elected
Governor and Grimes to the Senate, and he was in Washington, and I only
had a limited opportunity for cultivating his acquaintance, and therefore I
am not prepared to speak of him., I had an opportunity of making the
acquaintance of another man and soldier, and he was not appreciated by his
friends; a man of broader capacity and largely more of resource than his
friends gave him credit for; tardily did his mind move. That man was
Samuel R. Curtis. He was no doubt a great man and a great soldier, and he
is a man not to be overlooked in searching for these two men. His course
in the war, his course in Congress and his course during his whole life con-
nected with this greatest enterprise which this nation has ever conceived or
executed. I know when I was nominated for Congress once and Samuel R.
Curtis was nominated on the other side I was told by such men—men of
sound judgment too—as Judge Johnson, Hugh Sample, W. W. Belknap
and numerous others what an easy campaign there was; what an easy man
to manage. Well, I will tell you what I did: I made a speech—I had
material for a few speeches on hand. When I started in I made a speech
and then the next day made another speech and I found that General Curtis’s
mind moved so tardily that he was unable to answer immediately the speech
I had just made, but he would answer overwhelmingly today the speech
I made yesterday. The trouble was it didn’t get to the same audiences,
you know. So I concluded for a little time I would substitute; take the
speech delivered here in this place that I should have made in another place,
and 1 had my skeletons, and | made it and upon my word he made a most
conclusive and overwhelming answer to it. I learned it would not do to be
saying the same things before him. Now, I was perplexed, and there was
here in charge of a paper of which I had the ownership—it used to belong
to some other parties, but on the rounds the politicians had to get under the
load of hay, and I had come to their help in editing and helping it along
Stilson Hutchins, then in Osage, Mitchell county, came down and took
charge and was editing it some little time before I was nominated, and when
I was nominated I soon found I would have to have some man familiar with
newspaperdom to gather up material for me, and Stilson Hutchins was the
man who would gather up material and suggestions and would come and see
me every week or two, for the campaign was never equaled in the history
of the country. Mr. President there were seventy days in succession, going
twice over the State to the Missouri River—I went to Keokuk to meet him
and we went to the Missouri, thence back to the Mississippi river and then
back to the Missouri and then back to the Mississippi and an average of more
than one debate each day, for while there was arranged but one debateeach
day, each party had the right to put in an additional meeting, and that was
put in, so that we had seven a week without a failure. Just think of it! A
debate where you were precluded almost, if you wanted to be successful,
from repeating what you had said before, at all events in that connection
and that continued for seventy days with a man of strength of mind and vigor
of intellect, not the rapidity of grasp, which was surpassed by General Curtis,
we had become very warm friends. We rode together. Each of us had a team
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of horses and a driver, and we rode together and the drivers together much
of the time. As I say, we became friends and were friends during his life.
But I have said this much, going into details, and knowing him thus inti-
mately I want to assure you that Samuel R. Curtis was one of the great men
of Iowa and of the Nation.

Now, I have a great admiration for General Dodge and General Jones.
General Jones I knew very well. He may not have accomplished as much
in the lowa legislation and statesmanship as some others, but for the detail
of Iowa interests we have never had a man in the Senate equal to him.
He was looking after everybody’s interest, and every citizen of lowa aske
ing for it, he devoted himself to it, and it was indeed a very great pleasur-
to him to bestow it.

I knew Governo~ Kirkwood and kunow that he was a very strong man.
There was a galaxy of very strong men that met in the Senate here. There -
was Kirkwood and Saunders and Grinnell, and I don’t know—I do not
recall—but you may recall other men in the first Senate that were here, but
they were a tower of strength and we heard from everyone of them after-
wards. Samuel J. Kirkwood had the vigorous intellect and the ponderous
logic which no other man in Iowa ever possessed. It was Websterian. I
sometimes say to law students,—We ask about the Dartsmouth College case,
which settled a very important question, to wit, that the grant of a charter
by the legislature to individuals was a contract and therefore could not be
altered. That was the opinion by Judge Marshall according to history and
according to the records. It was really, Mr. President, the result of Daniel
Webster’s ponderous logic and immense brain power, and those surviving
decisions of Justice Marshall which did so much to pre-erve the country at
its trying time in the Rebellion under unified and centralized power, and gave
strength and vigor to the party that maintained that view; they were the
result of Daniel Webster’s logic. And so of many things in connection with
Iowa. Iowa’s wonderful success in the Rebellion and the position which she
attained as first among the states was due to the sagacity and power of
Samuel J. Kirkwood. I say such men are not to be overlooked. I have
nothing to say against Governor Grimes. He is all right, He was the
pioneer of the party that wrested the power from the opposition of the State
and he has maintained it by the wisdom of his administration. Indeed, the
wisdom of these [owa men is remarkable. I think that lowa has very great
occasion to be proud of the people who settled within her borders. They
were the people coming here by the natural avenues of immigration at that
time from the best regions, and Iowa was settled by the best people on the
continent. Missouri and a little of southern Iowa had something of an
immigration from North Carolina, Tennessee and Southern Illinois, but we
were settled by the best people and those best people elected the wisest men
for the legislature, and we have wise laws, and then, Mr. President, what
you will appreciate I know quite well, is that it is not the wisdom of the
legislature which passes a law, but the wisdom of the court which con-
strue it wisely. :

Iowa has been one of the most wonderfully fortunate states