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OF T H E  *

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

o r  T H E

General Assembly of tbe State of Iowa,

B e g u n  and held at the Capitol, in Iowa City, on Monday, the th ir
tieth day of November, A . D. 1846; being the first Session held 
under the Constitution of Government of the State of Iowa :

;On which day, being the day fixed by the Proclamation of the 
Governor for the meeting.of the first.General Assembly, by virtue 
of authority vested in him by the Constitution of the State of Iowa, 
at 12 o’clock, M ., the members elect of the House of Representa
tives w ere called to order by General J .  B. Browne, of the county 
of Lee; • ■ ■ ■ ■ • \ •. -  ■ • • -

And on his motion,
John T . Morton, of the county of Henry, was appointed Speaker, 

pro tem. • . ; ,
On motion of.M r Sells, '

t  3

J . Scott Richman, was appointed Chief Clerk, pro tem. ,
On motion, of M r Browne, ■ . .

Solomon C. Spann, was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms, pro tem. • 
On motion of M r Hebard,

The Counties w ere called in their order, and the following nam
ed persons appeared and presented certificates of election, to wit:
- From the County: of Lee— J . B. B r o w n e , W i l l i a m  S t e e l e , 
W i l l i a m  J . C o c h r a n ,  J o s i a i i  C l i f t o n , and R e u b e n  C o n l e e .
, From the County o f  Van Buren— A n d e r s o n  M ‘P h e i i r i n , D u d 
l e y  H a r d y ,  R. B. W i l l 6 u g h b y , and G e o r g e  M o n t a g u e .

From the Counties o f  Davis and Appanooce— A n d r e w  L e e c i i . 
From the County of Wapello— A. B. C o m s t o c k .
From the County of Monroe— C h a r l e s  A n d e r s o n . ,
From the Counties of M arion, Polk, Dallas, and Jasper— J o h n  

N. K i n s m a n , and S i m e o n  R e y n o l d s .



4 JOURNAL OF TH E

F r o m  th m J C o u n ty  o f  D e s  M o in e s — A l f r e d  H e b a r d ,  G ,  W .  
B o w i e ,  J o s r a f o .  H o l l a n d ,  a n d  D a v i d  E. B l a i r ,

From the Jxfiinty of Henry— J o h n  T. M o r t o n ,  A. U p d e c r a f f ,  
■and T h o m a s  y V r i g h t .  ,

From the County of Louisa;—W r i g h t  W i l l i a m s .
From the County of Washington.—S t e w a r t  G o o d r e l l .
From the County of Keokuk—N e l s o n  K i n g .
From the County of Mahaska— J o h n  W. S m i t h .
From the County of Muscatine— E l i j a h  S e l l s .
From the Counties of Johnson and Iowa—S m y l e y  H . B o n h a m .  
From the County of Scott—J a m e s  M AI a n  u s .
From the County of Clinton—W i l l i a m  E . , L e f f i n g w e l l . '  - 1 
From the County of Cedar— N e l s o n  R a t h b u n .
From the Counties of Linn and Benton—. R o b e r t  S m i t h .
From the Counties of Jackson and Jones—G e o r g e  F. G r e e n ,  

and S y l v e s t e r  G. M a t s o n .
From the Counties of Du Buque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette, 

Buchanan, and Blackhawk—S. B. O l m s t e a d ' ,  and M i c h a e l  O ’
B r i e n .

From the County of Jefferson—S a m u e l  W h i t m o r e ,  J a m e s  R. 
B a i l e y ,  and W i l l i a m  H. L y o n s . -  * , - • i . .

On motion of M r Hebard, , , •
A Committee on Elections, consisting of five members, were ap

pointed to examine the credentials of Members.
The Speaker, p r o  l e m .  appointed Messrs Hebard, Comstock, 

Day, Sells, and Clifton, said committee—
And then,

On motion of M r Browne,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday Morning, December 26, 1846.

On motion of M r Hebard, ' • ■
The roll was called in alphabetical order, and the members elect, ' 

severally came forward and took and subscribed to the, oath pre
scribed by the Constitution.

After which, and
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, That the House do now proceed to the election of a 
Speaker.

The House accordingly proceeded to ballot for Speaker, Messrs 
Updegraff and Clifton acting as tellers. ;:

The ballots having been taken and counted;
It appeared .

J . B. Browne had received 21 votes,
S. G. Matson “ “ 17 “
Blank “ “ 1 vote. ^

■M*-
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J .  B. B row ne, having received a  Ijiajority of th e  w hole vote. oa»t, 
w as accordingly declared duly elected. Speaker of thei ^ b u se . -

M r H ebard, of Des M oines, and M r Sm yth, of Liiui, then  con
ducted the Speaker to th e  C hair, •

W hen he addressed the H ouse as follows: •. '
. , .  >-■

G e n t l e m e n :— T he predilection you have evinced by yo u r s u f 
frages, in declaring me Speaker of this H ouse, is to  me the most 
flattering incident of my life. M y  satisfaction w ould be most com
plete, bu t for the consciousness, tha t the honor thus conferred upon 
me is one far beyond any to  w hich I  could claim to be entitled by 
any m erit of my ow n. I  feel a  g reat w an t of the  qualifications ne
cessary to a correct discharge of the duties of the distinguished post 
assigned me— and th e  only m erit w hich I  can claim— one w hich I  
tru s t I  can only  claim in  common w ith  you all—is a sincere zeal 
and an ardent desire that w e may so harm onize and d irect our ef
forts in the discharge of our legislative duties, as to produce the 
g rea test possible amount of good to the mass of the free and intel
ligent people of th e  infant State of Iow a.

G entlem en— I regard  th is as one of the m ost im portant epochs—  
perhaps the  most im portant— in our political existence. J u s t  attain
ing, as w e are, our political majority, and em erging from a T err i-, 
toria l, into a  S ta te  form of governm ent, it  is emphatically a  time 
w hen po litica l econom y in  all its branches, and in  every  sense, 
should be made the order of the day. By a  stric t adherence to  v ir-. 
tu e  and prudence, and a faithful exercise of a  sound discretion—  
aided by the lights w hich w e can gather from the experience of our 
elder sisters in  this g rea t political family— I  tru s t w e shall be able 
to  form the basis of such a system  of law s, and such a system .of 
ju risp rudence , as shall do honor to  our State and be creditable to 
ourselves as a legislative body.

Gentlem en— I hope by industry , faithful application and entire 
im partiality, to ju stify , as far as my abilities w ill enable me to do, 
the favor you have show n in  selecting me to preside oyer your de
liberations.

A llow  me to express the fu rther hope also, that the same kind 
consideration w hich you have evinced in  this selection w ill be .ex-, 
tended to me in  the discharge of the responsible dpties assigned to 
me— and that w e may all so honestly, faithfully, and efficiently, di
rec t our energies to  promote the common WTeal of our Constituents, 
that our labors and efforts here  shall be crow ned and rew arded by 
th e  smiles of our country and the smiles of H eaven.

A nd then,
O n motion of M r Bowie,

O rdered, T hat th e  H ouse proceed to the election o f a .  Chief 
C lerk.

M r Bowie nominated Silas A . Hudson.
M r Lyons nominated W illiam  Thom pson. ■■■•■<
M essrs U pdegraff and Clifton, acting as tellers.
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■ The House proceeded to ballot, ; : ■ .v - i
And the ballots having been taken and counted,

It appea?ed .
Silas A . Hudson had received 21 votes, ; I.....
William Thompson . 41 • 17 44
J . P. D e Forrest 44 1 vote. '

- Silas A . Hudson having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
vyas accordingly declared duly, elected Chief Clerk. ,
■ And then, . - :

On motion of M r Comstock,
. The House proceeded to ballot for an Assistant Clerk. ■ .
. -Mr Smith, of Mahaska, nominated Francis C. Porter, 
j M r Olmstead nominated Abraham Grey, 
s M essrs Updegraff and Clifton acting * as tellers, 
i T he ballots having been taken and counted, ; :
. ' It appeared ■
-  Francis C. Porter had received 20 votes,

Abraham Grey 44 44 ; .18 44 -
Francis C. Porter, having received a majority o f all the votes 

cast, was,accordingly declared duly elected Assistant Clerk.
M r Day moved the following resolution; w hich1 was read, con

sidered, and agreed to:
r Resolved, That the officers of this House, (not provided for by' 

the Constitution,) be limited to one Chief Clerk, one Assistant Clerk, 
one. Sergeant-at-Arms, and one Fireman.

On motion of M r Goodrell,
■ The House proceeded to the election of a Sergeant-at-arms.

. M r Morton nominated Solomon C. Spann.
, M r Montague nominated Lawson B. Hughes. ■ :

M essrs Updegraff and Clifton acting as tellers, 
i T he ballots having been taken and counted, /'  ’

It appeared, 1 •
- Solomon C. Spann had received 21 votes.

Lawson B. Hughes 44 17 votes. •
' Solomon G. Spann having received a majority of all the vote* 

cast, was accordingly declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms.
■ On motion of M r Sells,
'T he House proceeded to the election of a Fireman, 

k M r Conlee nominated Johnson C. Chapman.
 ̂M r K ing nominated Ezra Beckwith. ' . :
M essrs Updegraff and Clifton acting as tellers.
The ballots having been taken and counted,

, . It appeared,
“ Johnson C. Chapman, had received 21 votes,

Ezra Beckwith 44 18 votes. " j .

Johnson C. Chapman having received a majority of all the votes 
east, was accordingly declared duly elected Fireman.: . ■ v

Mr Goodrell moved the following resolution, which w ai read, 
considered, and agreed to,
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• Resolved, That the Editors of newspapers, and their Reporter*, 
be and they are hereby permitted and allowed to take seats within 
the bar of this House.

. On motiomof. M r Bowie, \ '
The persons elected as officers of the House came forward, and 

w ere severally sworn by the Speaker, and ehtered upon the dis
charge of their, duties.

M essrs Springer, Selman and Bradley, a Committee from the 
Senate, w ere announced, and informed the House that the Senate 
was organized, and ready to proceed to business.-., , ,

On motion of M r Bonham, - 1 - ... . I t  l iO
Ordered, That a Committee of two, be appointed by the Chair, to 

wait on the Rev. M r Woods, and request him to open the session of 
the House with public prayer. .

The Speaker appointed M r Bonham and M r '.Goodrell said Com
m ittee. "1 . ' I'! >. , j '
* M r Day moved the following resolution,! ... '■ ’ . . ,

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk receive proposals, in writing, for
performing the incidental printing.of this House, ' ,

W hich was read, ' -    .
A nd the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto ;, i

And, pending which, ' - ................... , -r
And, after debate, • -...

... On motion of M r Hebard, it was : ■ ... . . pr
Ordered, To be laid1 oh the table, subject to the order o f:th e

House. ...... ; . ;  ■ _• ,*.. '
M r Hebard, from7 the Select-Committee on .Electionsjthade a 

verbal report in relation thereto, to the effect, that .the members pre- 
'sen t had presented satisfactory certificates of election, and, were 
entitled to their seats. r, ,,, _r.....; ... ., ;yy

W hich report was concurred in. . T, . , i  ̂ , ... ■,
,, On.motion of M rB ow ie , • : , \ . ; f)

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to
w ait upon the Senate, and inform that body that the House of R e
presentatives is now organized, and ready to proceed to business.

The.Chair appointed rM r Bowie, M r Lyons, and 'M r M ‘Manu», 
said committee.

On motion of M r Sells,
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, by the Chair, 

to draft Rules of Order for the government of the House.
The Speaker appointed M r Sells, M r Hebard, and-.M r Bowie, 

said committee.
M r Cochran, moved the. following resolution; which ’was read, 

considered, and agreed to: . . .; . -
Resolved, That the Rules of the House at the last session of the 

Territorial Legislature, be adopted, pro tempore, for the government 
of this House, in so far as they are compatible with the Constitu
tion and the Laws. . . . . . . .  ' ,  , ■

M r Bonham, from the special committee appointed to wait on M r
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Woods, and request him to open the Session of this House with 
prayer, '

Reported—•
That they had discharged that duty by calling at his residence, 

but found him absent.
‘ On motion of M r Sells,

Ordered, That the committee be authorized to employ any suita
ble person for that purpose;

' And then,
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.
The Rev. M r Woods appeared, and engaged in public prayer. 
The Speaker laid before the House certain papers, laid upon the 

Speaker’s table by Joseph M ‘Mulen, contesting the right of Charles 
Anderson to a seat in this House,

Which were read, when 
M r Olmstead moved that they be referred to a select committee 

of five.
M r Hebard moved to lay on the table, subject to the order of the 

House:
And, after debate,

The question was put—Shall the said papers be laid on the table, 
subject to the order of the House?

And decided in the affirmative.
So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to.

• The Speaker laid before the House a communication from Lyman 
Johnson,

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Montague;

Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 
House, ' ' ! .

And then, - ' '
' On motion of M r Day,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A. M., to

morrow.

r Wednesday Morning* December 2d, 1846.

, '‘M r Coehran ■ presented the petition of sundry citizens of Keo
kuk, asking for a ferry charter at said town.

W hich was read, and,
On motion of M r Gochran,

"Ordered, To be laid on the table.
M r Conlee presented the report of the School Inspectors of Lee 

eeunty. and .
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On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the reading thereof be dispensed with, and that 

the same be laid on the table, subject to the order of the House.
On motion of M r Montague,

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to ascertain what 
Arrangements can be made with the Postmaster of this city, for the 
payment of postage on all letters and papers, sent to and from this 
House, during the present session; and report the same to the House 
ap soon as practicable.

M r Bowie, from the Select Committee, appointed to wait upon 
the Senate, and inform-that body that the House, is now organized, 
reported that they had performed that duty.

On motion of M r Hebard,
Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed, to act in con

junction with a similar committee appointed bv the Senate, to wait 
on the Governor, and inform him that the two Houses are now or
ganized, and ready to receive any communication which he may be 
pleased to make.

The Speaker appointed M essrs Hebard and Olmstead said com
mittee.

M r Montague moved that the resolution introduced on yesterday, 
authorizing the Chief Clerk to receive proposals for doing the inci
dental printing of the House, be taken from the table.

And the motion was stated,
And, pending which, M r Bowie moved a call of the House, which 

w as  ordered, and the roll called, and absent members sent for, and 
after some time spent therein, the absent members appearing in their 
seats,

On motion of M r Smyth, of Linn,
Ordered, That the further proceedings, under the call of the 

House, be dispensed with. ,
The question recurred,
And the motion of M r Montague being stated, and put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative. ’ .

Yeas— 19; r
• Nays— 14.

The yeas and nays being desired by two members, ,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 

. M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Conlee, Hay, Greene, Hardy-, 
Kinsman, Leech, Leffingvvell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Mon
tague, O’Brien, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of. Linn, Willoughby 
and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Goodrell, Holland, Iving, M :Manus, 

Morton, Olmstead, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore and M r 
Speaker Browne.

So the motion prevailed, when, .,
On motion of M r Cochran,

~ The vote just, had, was reconsidered. .
The question recurredj-when- . ' - • ■

2 . -  *
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M r Sells moved the following resolution,
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk he and he is hereby authorized 

to employ the proprietors of the “ Iowa Standard” to do the inci
dental printing of this House, during the present session; the price 
of said printing to be fixed by law.

M r Day moved to amend the same, by striking out the words 
“ Iowa Standard,” and inserting; in lieu thereof “ Iowa Capital Re
porter.”

And the motion of M r Day being stated and put,
I t  was decided in the negative.

, The question then recurring upon the original motion,
A nd the question being stated and put,
It was decided in the affirmative.

Yeas— 20,
Nays— 17.

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Conlee, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M 'M anus, Morton, Rath- 
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W right and M r 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Greene, Hardy, Leech, LefEng- 

well, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O ’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

So the resolution of M r Sells was agreed to,
- And the Chief Clerk authorized to contract accordingly.

M r Hebard, from the committee appointed to wait on the Gover
nor, reported that they had discharged that duty, and that the Gover
nor informed them that he would communicate with the two Houses, 
in writing, immediately.

The Governor’s Private Secretary was announced, who handed 
in the Governor’s Message, which was read by the Chief Clerk, and 
is as follows:—
G e n t l e m e n  o r  t h e . S e n a t e ,

AND OF T H E  HoTJSE OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S :

O f the many wise features of our excellent system of government, 
there are none more worthy of admiration than the mode provided, 
by the Constitution, for the introduction of new States into the Fede
ral Union. W hile other countries have resorted to force and vio
lence to enlarge their possessions and extend their sway, it has been 
reserved for the United States to achieve these results by a policy 
eminently simple and pacific. Under this policy infant settlements 
have been nursed, territories established, and sovereignties finally 
organized, until a greater number of States than w ere originally 
embraced within the confederacy have been added to the Union, 
each imparting additional vigor and strength to the parent govern
ment. A t the present time we have an illustration of the wonder
working results of this influence in the history of events within our 
own limits. In  a period of eight years, under the fostering protec-
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tion of the general government, Iowa, as a territory, has gone on to . 
increase in wealth, population, and the developement of her resour
ces, until a majority of her citizens have become impressed with 
the conviction that it is their duty to establish and sustain a govern
ment of their own. They have accordingly adopted a Constitution, 
and taken other necessary preliminary steps looking to a state organi
zation ; and nothing remains to complete the admission of the State 
into the Union but a compliance, by Congress, with the few and 
simple forms rendered necessary by the Constitution and by usage.

' W ith a full knowledge of the pecuniary sacrifices involved in the 
change, it has been m ade; and sensible of the extent and character 

' of the new obligations which the support of a State government 
could not fail to impose, they have been voluntarily and cheerfully 
assumed. Having thus given the highest possible evidence of-her 
attachment to the Union, Iowa will henceforth take her place with 
her sisters as a member of the confederacy, exercising her proper 
weight in the administration of the government, and receiving equal 
protection and favor with the older States. t

. Upon this civil revolution in our form of government, effected, 
not through coercion, but by the silent operation of public opinion, I  
beg leave most respectfully to congratulate the members of the State 
Legislature. W ith a constitution, republican in its character, and 
containing guards against improvidence and restrictions upon class 
legislation, we may hope to escape many of the abuses and evils 
which of late years have brought ruin and blight upon other por
tions of our common country. The prevalence of wise and patrio
tic counsels, such as I  am sure will animate those connected with 
the several branches of the government, is all that is necessary to a 
happy commencement of our existence as a State. A t such a time 
it becomes us not to rely solely upon human effort; the aid of Him, 
in whom rests the perfection of all wisdom, should be sought, and a 
continuance of His favor to us as a people invoked..

I  regret that it is not in my power to congratulate you upon the 
continuance of friendly relations between the United States and all 
other governments, such as existed at the time of my last annual 
communication to the Territorial Legislature. Since that period a 
termination has been put to the good understanding previously ex
isting between our own government and the Republic of Mexico, 
under circumstances which must relieve the former from all re
sponsibility for the consequences which may ensue. For the first 
time, within thirty years, our country finds itself an unwilling party 
to a war, rendered necessary to repel invasion, to enforce a com
pliance with violated treaty obligations, and to resent multiplied and 
aggravated instances of insult to our flag and injury to our com
merce. While we cannot but lament the occurrence of any event 
calculated to interrupt the peace of the world, and especially that 
hostilities should be permitted to exist between sister republics o f 
the same continent, it is peculiarly gratifying to our national pride 
to witness the readiness with? which the citizen soldiery of America 
have responded to the call made upon them: for their services, and 
the gallant manner in which, wherever the opportunity has bach;
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presented, they  have sustained the ir own and the ir country’s h o n o r ,. 
T he  additional satisfaction is also ours of know ing that the A m eri
can arm s, although employed against superior forces, have thus far 
been completely victorious. M exico having rejected the overtures 
made by our governm ent since the commencement o f hostilities for 
th e  renew al of negotiations, w ith the view  of effecting an amicable 
adjustm ent of the difficulties betw een the tw o countries, a rigorous 
prosecution of the w ar is believed to be the course required  by tru e  
policy, and best calculated to secure a speedy and perm anent peace. 
In  a cause so ju s t I  cannot doubt that the nation w ill be found united 
in  furnishing all the aid, of w hatever description, w hich may be 
found n ecessary ; and it  gratifies me to be able to state that Iow a 
has already evinced her w illingness to contribute more than her pro
portionate share of men to the common defence. U ndef an act o f 
Congress, authorizing the acceptance by the President of ihe serv i
ces of fifty thousand volunteers, a requisition was made upon the 
T errito ry , in the ,early part of sum mer, for one regim ent of volunteer 
infantry, to be raised and held in readiness for service w henever 
required . This force was enrolled and organized into companies in 
an unusually short period of tim e, and at present stands reported to 
the P residen t as ready for orders. Should it be called into the field, ’ 
I h a v e  every confidence that the honor and reputation of the State 
w ill be creditably sustained.

* One of the most im portant subjects, demanding legislative in ter
position, at the p resent session, w ill be that of providing w ays and 
means for the support of the State governm ent. In  the discharge of 
a  task  so delicate! and of such magnitude in its consequences, I  can
not bu t express a hope that resort to tem porary measures of re lie f 
may be avoided, and that the responsibility may be fairly and fully 
met, by the establishm ent of. a perm anent revenue system ; w h ic h ,, 
after the first year, w ill secure to the treasury  an annual incom e1 
adequate to the public w ants. Such a step is believed to be called 
for by considerations of sound policy, and justified  by the events 
w hich render it 'necessary . I t  would be an unw arrantable im puta
tion upon the intelligence of the people, to suppose that they omitted 
to inform them selves o f the burthens the support of a State govern
m ent would impose upon them  w hen they ratified the Constitution 5 
pnd to question their w illingness now to assume those burthens, 
m ight well be regarded as a stigma upon the ir patriotism.

• T he details of such a system properly belong to the legislative 
branch of the governm ent; bu t in m aturing them , it is respectfully 
suggested that a w ide field exists for reform  and im provement. The 
revenue laws at p resen t in existence are radically defective, and 
call for amendment. I t  cannot be denied that under the T errito ria l 
organization, w ith all our legislative, executive and judicial expen
ses borne by the G eneral Governm ent, a system of taxation exceeded 
for severity  by bu t few  of the States of the Union has prevailed. 
W hile these excessive levies have heen submitted to, the necessity 
for the ir imposition has been denied. T he tim e is believed to be at 
hand w hen the reform  in this particular, looked for in vain for so 
Jang a period, is im periously demanded by public opinion; and J
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co n fiden tly  an tic ipa te  th e  adoption  o f such  m easu res, b y  th e  L eg is
la tu re , as w ill co rrec t th e  ev il in  fu tu re . T h e  n ecessity  for a  S ta te  
T a x , equal to th e  su p p o rt o f an  econom ical adm in istration  of th e  
gov ern m en t, such  as is .contem plated  by  th e  C onstitu tion , is im m e
diate and o b v io u s; b u t I  should  re g re t to be forced to th e  conclu
sion  th a t th e  b u r th e n s 'o f  th e  people m u st b e  th e re b y  n ecessa rily  ' 
in c reased  to  th e  am ount b f  su ch  new  lev y . U n d e r such  an  accum u
la ted  load  of obligation th e ir  energ ies w o u ld  s in k , and e n te rp rise  and 
in d u s try  m ight be  ex pec ted  to  tak e  th e ir  flight to  less ex p en s iv e  and  ' 
b e tte r  g o v ern ed  lands. I  cannct p e rm it m y se lf to doubt, th a t i f  th e .  
su b jec t is ap proached  w ith  an  eye sing ly  to th e  public  in te re s ts , a j  
red u ctio n  can be m ade in  th e  county  and" to w n sh ip  ra te s , w ith o u t i n ! 
any  d eg ree  im p a irin g  th e  usefu ln ess  o f th ese  co rpora tions, equal to* 
any  am ount o f rev en u e  w h ich  it  m ay becom e n ecessa ry  to collect 
fo r S ta te  p u rp o ses . T h e  abolition o f a ll u se less  offices, and  a  re d u c - ■ 
tlo n  o f th e  fees o f a ll officers to  th e  lo w est stan d ard  w h ich  w ill ad 
m it o f a  fa ir eq u iva len t for serv ices re n d ered , w ill do som ething t o - '  
w a rd s  effecting th is  re su lt, and is m ost earn estly  recom m ended. A  
fu r th e r  red uction  o f th e  coun ty  m ach in ery  m ight be  m ade, and a  co r
resp o n d in g  sav ing  b e  effected to th e  people , by  u n itin g  tw o  or m ore 
o f  such  of th e  offices' as cannot be  d isp en sed  w ith , and devolv ing  
th e  d ischarge  of th e ir  du ties upon a  single  p e rso n . W h e re  th is can . 
b e  done w ith o u t d e trim en t to  th e  pub lic  in te res ts , I  conceive i t  to be  
a  h ig h ly  p ro p e r reform , called  fo r by  considerations o f econom y, and. 
d esirab le  as a  ch eck  upo n  th e  th ir s t  for pub lic  station  w h ic h ls  k n o w n  ! 
to p re v a il in  Io w a  in  comm on w ith  o th er portions o f th e  country."' 
O ffices, u n d e r c u r  g overnm en t, a re  c rea ted  for th e  people , and no t 
fo r th e  benefit o f th e  in c u m b e n ts ; and to  m u ltip ly  them  beyond th e  
n u m b er ascerta in ed  to  b e  abso lu te ly  necessa ry , is a  d e p artu re  from  
th a t sim plicity  w h ich  w as orig inally  in tended  to en te r into o u r in 
stitu tio n s. I t  is also a sub jec t w e ll w o rth y  th e  consideration  o f th e  
L eg is la tu re , w h e th e r  officers in  th e  re ce ip t o f fees, su ch  as sheriffs, ' 
c le rk s , & c., should  not be  re q u ire d  to  tran sac t th e  county  b u sin ess  ' 
a p p erta in in g  to th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  offices free  of charge  ; and th e  e x 
p ed iency  of d im inishing, c r ,  should  Ike public  ex ig en cie s 'b e  aeemc-d 
o f a  ch arac te r re q u irin g  su ch  a step , o f en tire ly  abolishing th e  p e r  i 
d iem  allow ance a t p re sen t a u th o riz e d .to  be paid  to g ran d  ju ro rs ,  i s I 
re sp ec tfu lly  subm itted . A s  affecting th e  e e n r ty  tre a su r ie s , th e  se v e -; 
ra l  m easu res o f re tren ch m en t recom m ended canr.ct fail to  ex erc ise  . 
a  m ost favorable influence, if  c a rried  in to  e ffec t; and in  u rg in g  them , 
upon  th e  a tten tion  of th e  L eg is la tu re , I  look no t for ju stifica tio n  to* 
th e  exam ple o f o th er S ta tes in  w h ich  sim ilar reform s have been  gone 
in to , bu t to  th e  c ircum stances by  w h ich  w e  a re  su rro u n d ed , and tho  
m an ifest n ecessity  w h ic h 'ex is ts  o f lim iting  th e  pub lic  e x p en d itu re s  * 
to  th e  ability  o f th e  people to  m eet them .

T h e  law s in  re la tion  to  th e  assessm en t o f  rea l and p e rsonal p ro - 
p e r ty  a re  b e lieved  to  b e  im p erfec t, and w ill dem and consideration  a t"  
th e  hands o f th e  L eg is la tu re , in  th e  g en era l m odification o f th e  e x is t-  v 
in g  re v en u e  system  w h ich  it  is ap p reh en d ed  w ill tak e  p lace . It i s '; 
ob jec ted , th a t in  p rac tice , th ey  o p erate  u nequally  and u n ju s tly  in  t h e '  J 
w a n t  o f  som e ru le  to  w h ich  u n ifo rm ity  m ay bo approx im ated  in  th o ff
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valuation of property ; and these complaints are frequently sustained 
by evidence showing them to be well grounded. Although led to 

.believe that the evils complained of are as much owing to the selec
tion of incompetent and improper agents to exeeutejhe laws, as to any 
inherent defectiveness of the system itself, I  entertain the hope that 
it will be in the power of the Legislature to apply at least a partial 
remedy. The receipts from the personal property tax, with legal 
enactments which will enable the assessors tam ake true and correct 
assessments, can, I  have reason to believe, be materially augmented, 
without any increase in the existing rates ; but in the absence of fur
ther legislative provision on the subject, no addition to the revenue 
need be looked for from this source, and real estate must continue to 
submit to undue taxation. Many proper objects of taxation, not in
tended to be exempted, but which now escape through the looseness 
of the law, might also be made to contribute their proportionate share 
to the support of the State. The imposition of a reasonable tax upon 
each suit brought in the several District Courts of the State, to be 
paid into the county or State treasuries, as may be deemed to be 
most judicious, is a measure which I  feel myself called upon to urge 
on your attention, as furnishing a legitimate and reliable source of. 
revenue.

But while by these, and similar reforms, provision may be made 
for the support of the State government in future, without any ma
terial augmentation of the public burthens, we cannot be insensible to 
the pressing necessities of the present. W e enter upon our new 
existence as a State with an empty treasury, which cannot be re
plenished before the expiration of a year, and heir to a debt of some 
twenty thousand dollars. The payment of the debt, if  deemed ex
pedient, may be postponed to a more convenient period, but the im- „ 
mediate and accruing expenses of the government must be met. I  
know of no other way in which this can be done than by the nego
tiation of a loan, and therefore recommend that immediate steps be, 
taken by the Legislature towards effecting that object.. The sale of 
the State bonds, to the amount of thirty thousand dollars, would fur
nish a sufficiency of means to cover all actual and necessary expen
ses up to January, 1848; and twenty thousand more added would 
enable the State to pay off the existing territorial debt, all of which 
is due to domestic creditors. With such guarantees in favor of the 
regular payment of the interest as should accompany any law author-. 
izing a loan, and as it will be in the power of the Legislature to 
furnish, the successful termination of any negotiation authorized, 
upon terms favorable to the State, may be reasonably anticipated, 
f re e ,  comparatively, from debt, with a constitutional limitation upon 
the debt creating pow er; great in all the elements of wealth, agri
cultural, mineral and commercial, Iowa, even at the Commencement, 
of her career, cannot but occupy a position highly favorable to the 
establishment.of her credit; and the maintenance of this credit,, 
under all circumstances, should be a chief object with those entrust-; 
ed with the administration of her affairs. Should the Legislature: 
coincide with me in the opinion that a sale of the State bonds is the. 
course required by true policy, it will be necessary to authorize
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the'appointment of an'agent to conduct the negotiation; but I  must 
repeat my conviction that it would-be folly to attempt a Sale of such 
bonds, without the adoption of such a course on the part of the State 
in advance, as will do away with all doubts which may exist in the 
minds of capitalists as to the -regular payment of the’ interest. ; • • 

Under an act of Congress, approved March 3d, 1845, all the lands 
lying in Iowa, reserved for the use of schools, are granted to the 
State. The aggregate in acres, of this grant, in the counties already 
established by law, is as follows: ’ ”

Lee county (including 3,308 acres granted by the act of
Acres:

Aug. 23d, 1842, for the use of the Half Breed tract) 9,782
Van Buren county, • • • • • 8,908
Davis “ • * • • • 9,376
Appanoose “ . , , , , , 10,240
Wayne “ • * • •• • 10,240
Decatur “ • • • 10,240
Des Moines “ . . • • • ' • • 7,349
Henry “ . • • • • 7,680
Jefferson “ . . • • • • • 7,680-
Wappello “ . • • • • • 7,577
Monroe “ • • • » • 7,680

9,600Lucas “ . . • • • • • :•
Clarke “ . • • • • i 9,600
Louisa “ . . . • • • • • 7,304
Washington “ • • • • • 10,240
Keokuk “ . • • • • • 10,240
Mahaska “ . . • • • * * '• • ' 10,207
Marion “ • •• • • ' • • • > 10,240
Warren “ • • • ; 7,680
Madison “  . . • • • • • 10,240
Muscatine “ • • • • • 9,024
Scott “ . « • .* • • 8,160
Cedar “ . • • « • • 10,240
Johnson “ • • • • * 10,700
Iowa “ . • • • • • 10,240
Powashiek “ . . • • • , - , 10,240
Jasper “ 12,800
Polk “ . . • * • • • 12,800
Dallas “  . . • • • • • 10,240

12,800Clinton “ . . 1 .
Jackson “ • • • • • ' ' 11,220
Jones “  . . • • • • • 10,240
Linn “ . . • • t • * 12,800
Beiiton “ • • •  • • 12,800
Tama “ . . •  a •  a ' a 12,800
Marshall *< a a a ’ ' a ; ' • 10,240
Story “  . . a a .  • 10,240
Boone “ , a - a •  a a ’ - 10,240
Dubuque “ _  .  . a a a ’ ’ a a ’ 11,060
Delaware “ .  . a ’ ' ' •  ' . a " 10,240
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Buchanan county, .
Black H aw k “  •

Clayton. “  .
Fayette  “  .

Total,

T lie estim ated quantity of school land, in that portion of the State 
not yet laid off into counties, is 463,048, making a total of 905,155 
acres. A dd to this the 500,000, to w hich w e w ill he entitled upon 
tour admission into the Union, and w hich is appropriated by our 
Constitution .to educational purposes, and wTe have the magnificent 
aggregate of. 1,4Q5,155 acres. A s the care of these lands w i l l  
devolve upon the L egislature, I  cannot omit to recommend the pas
sage o f such additional .laws .as may be. necessary to the p reserva
tion of their.value. By the act of.Congress of M ay 20, 1846, and 
th e  act of Ju n e  25, 18.44, the Secretary of .the T reasu ry  of the 
U nited State.s is authorized to cause selections to be made for the 
tow nships w here  .the sixteenth section has .been, in w hole or in  
part, disposed of;, and .also for those fractional tow nships w here  
th e re  is no sixteenth section., or w here  the sixteenth section is a 
fractional one, containing a less quantity of land than the tow nship 
in  w hich it is situated may he entitled to. F o r some of the town*- 
ships and fractional tow nships in  Iow a, th u s . situated, the trustees 
have recommended selections, and in others the land officers ; w hile 
in  many no s.electi.ons w hatever have been recommended, and con
sequently  no. lands are reserved . I t  is understood that the ir selec*- 
tions have not yet .been .confirmed by the G eneral Land Office : and 
as a num ber .of them w ere  made .without a personal inspection of 
the land, and may .prove to be of little value, the State could not b u t 
be benefited .by  authorizing .new  se lec tio n s.. I  would, therefore, 
recom mend that provision be .made.for effecting th is object, as .avell 
also as for the immediate, location of. school lands for those tow nships 
w here  none have been recommended, and w here the sixteenth sec
tion may hav.e beep, in  w hole or in part, disposed of. 
i ; I  cannot bu t regard  the sal.e of the school lands at present, as of 

uestionable. policy; but. should it be determ ined to : make an early  
isposition of theip, too. much care, cannot be. taken to  avoid an in

secure investm ent.of the proceeds arising  from their sale. T he in 
te r e s t . annually accruing from such investm ent should constitute 
the available.school fund, and might be . distributed to the several 
counties in proportion tp their population. A s the g rant is intend
ed for the whole .people, this is perhaps the only avay in  w hich 
ju s tice  can be done; for if  each township, is to .receive only the pro
ceeds o f its ow n sixteenth section, some w ould be almost entirely  
excluded from all .participation in  .the benefits of the fund, ow ing 
to  the inferior character of the land assigned it, w hile others, w ith  
perhaps less, population, w ould receive a large and over proportion. 
I f  th e 's a le  o f th e . lands be not authorized, a . law  em pow ering the 
rchool directors o f the several tow nships, or some other organized

A cre i i
10.240
10.240 
14,000

6,400

442,107
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body, to Rase or .rent the' uritimbered' poriiotis o f  them, ‘would, It i'd 
believed, be:attended with,beneficial effects. * ' 1"

;By an act of Congress,'approved July 20, 18-10, two, townships( 
or seventy-two sections, of land, Were set apart to'the Territory for 
the use'and support'of a University; 'and udder the! act'of March 
3d, 1840, these lands ' are given to the State',! to be applied to ilR 
purposes for w hich’they were'originally granted. The selections 
authorized by this act Were to be bride ilndef the directions of .the 
Secretary of the Treasury,but no,appropriation'haVing been made 
for thq 'pay of an agent, but little Has been done towards carrying 
oubthe'provisions of'the jaw. .Although three several persons, 
have been ’appointed at different periods to make choice of these 
lands, I  know of but two sections which have been regularly select
ed and returned. These lie iii Jefferson countyand k te 'sk id ta  
be valuable. As it is of manifest importance'that fbrthef delay in, 
making this grant available should be avoided,, I  respectfully sug
gest the passage of an act compensating the present agent, ('David' 
FergUsOn, Esq., of Van.Bilren county,) f6r any services’ which 
he may perform. Nothing short of sufch a step, I  am Satisfied, .will' 
enable the State to locate.the remaining seventy'sections judicioiisly,. 
and at ah early day. The government surveys are at present being 
actively prosecuted in Iowa, and' the agent should be prepared to 
make return of his selections the ensuing spring. / ‘ ' . Ij .'

'Under an act of Congress Approved August 8, 1846, one equal^ 
moiety of all the unsold and, unencumbered public lands; in alter
nate sections, in a distance of . five miles'on’ each side of the DeS. 
Moines river, is granted to the Territory of Iowa, to aid in the inf-’ 
prrovement of the navigation of said river,'froth i t s ‘inouth to ther 
Raccoon fork; and the . lands, thus granted are .to become th e ’prb- 
perty of the State, for the purposes stated, as sOoft ’as it is admitted 
into the Union, provided the'Legislature will declare its!formal ac-1 
ceptance of the grant. . The lands dohated , are' not to be , conVeved' 
or disposed of except, as tlie Improvements to which, they are fobO. 
applied progress; and ate to be selected by ah agent dr agents' ap- ( 
pointed by the Governor of the Territory. Irt acc6rdahchr with this ’ 
provision of the law, and afted waiting iri vaih for instructions from ! 
the General Land Office, on' the eleventh of the present,month 1 
appointed Jfesse Williams of 'Johnson' county, Josiah H. Bonney off 
Van Buren county and Robert Cock, of Wapello county, Commis- , 
sioners to make the contemplated selections. These appointments 
Were made Under the:belief that it would be necessary; or! at leasi'; 
highly advantageous to the State, to make a personal inspection of 
the country embraced withiil the grant; but the agents'wete in-, 
formed‘that it Was hot expected they should proceed in the dis- * 
charge of the task assighed them1 until further advised.'' I cominu-^ 
ideate to you a letted from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office,-received-since these appointments were' made) accompanied , 
by a diagram of the’ surveyed portion.of this grant,' front which it 
will be seen to be the decision Of the Department"that the only step 
necessary to be taken by the Territory or State is to make choice 
between the odd and even sections.: Should it be thought advisable,

3
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under this decision, to dispense with all.examination o£ the land, it 
will be in the power of the Legislature, to do so. The list referred 
to in this, letter as showing the areas of all the sections and parts of 
sections within the grant, was found upon examination, to be entirely 
incorrect, and has been returned.- Beyond the appointment of Com
missioners to m ate the necessary selections, no measures have been 
adopted towards fulfilling the requirements of;,the .law ; and it w ill 
remain for the State authorities to  take such further, action on the 
subject as may be found necessary to  make ,the donation available- 

That the State will accent of this extensive grant and faithfully 
apply its proceeds, I  cannot entertain a doubt. The Des Moines is. 
known to present fewer obstacles to navigation than-any, other-river 
within our limits, and its improvement has ever been regarded as; 
an object of the first importance. > The practicability of so improv
ing it by locks and dams, as to enable reasonably sized steam boats., 
to pass as high up  as the Raccoon Fork, a distance of one hundred 
and fifty miles, has been,affirmed by engineers of experience,; nor, 
from the regularity of the river, its :high banks, rock bottom, and 
extremely favorable character generally, is it believed the w ork 
would be attended vyith any very heavy expenditure of money. I t  
is an improvement in which nearly one half of the , people, of Iowa 
are directly,interested, as furnishing.them w ith an easy, safe and, 
cheap ‘mode1 of transit for their .vast and increasing surplus produc
tions, and one which, when completed, will greatly add to the, popu
lation and wealth of the State. The precise extent of the-grant can
not be. ascertained at present ; but I  feel warranted, in stating, from 
information derived from the most reliable sources, that it will cover 
upwards of three hundred thousand acres, of the most fertile and. 
valuable land in Ioya. . ' ! :

; In  order to make these lands available, and at , the same, time to 
avoid injustice to a very large class of, citizens, who, acting upon the. 
invitation of,the government to settle on the public domain, have 
made’lqcations which will be embraced w ithin, the grant,; additional, 
Legislation will be found necessary. , I t  is , estimated that, at least, 
twb-thirds of the entire donation is occupied.and.claimed b y  settlers, 
many o f  whom, under the expectation of obtaining . a title to their 
lands from the general government at the minimum price, have gone ■ 
on to ,ntake extensive and valuable; improvements. A. change of , 
proprietorship should not, in my opinion, be permitted to place this; 
large and respectable portion of our fellow-citizens in a worse con
dition in regard to their lands than they are at present, either by. in
creasing the price or shortening the period .allowed, for payment; 
In  vieiv,of all the circumstances, I  am inclined to believe th a ta sp e - ;. 
cial preemption law, which will give to  the claimants the ‘privilege 
of entering their homes at $1 25. per acre, will be found the most 
judicious course for the State, as it doubtless will be them ost satis
factory to the settlers. The passage of such-a law, or of any law 
looking to the prosecution of the Des M oines, river improvement, 
must necessarily be followed by the establishment,of a lan d  office, 
and the appointment .of an agent or agents to dispose of the lands.

The period has arrived when a complete revision of the laws of
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Iowa'is on all han3s expected. The want' of .suchja code lias '.been; 
felt and acknowledged for years,' but it was deeihed inexpedient to } 
commence its compilation until after the organization of a State, 
government. In  .calling the attention of the Legislature to the su b -, 
je c t Uowj I;feel that I  heed but Tefer ip  its' importance to ensu re ' 
immediate arid favorable action. The confusion Which pervades our 
statute enactments is as injurious .in its tendencies, as, if  permitted 
to continue, it will be disreputable to the character of . the S tate.- 
Nor ivill i t  be an easy task to -collect, Harmonize,' and put into pro-' 
per shape, the incongruous legislation o f  eight y ea rs ; b u t a w ork , 
of time and labor, which should be committed to none but able hands. 1 
I  cannot but express the hope that, in authorizing such a revision,, 
the State will avail itself of its bestjegal talent, whether it be deem-,, 
ed advisable to 'institu te 'a special commission for the purpose, or, as , 
has been done elsewhere, some gentleman' learried in the law b e ' 
authorized to perform the work, w ith a guarantee that the State will 
subscribe and pay a stipulated price for a certain number of copies ; 
upon their, delivery; In  either case, the State should prescribe the ’ 
arrangeiheht and -execution of the work in the fullest manner pos
sib le ,_ ......................  ‘ ■ 1 , ’ ' ’

I  rfegret to inform'you that an effort made by me, during the' p a s t, 
summer,- to effect such a return of the effective strength of the, mili- . 
tia, as would enable the State to draw 'its  proper quota of arms, 
proved entirely unsuccessful. A  mbst. ,unaccountable feeling of r 
indifference pervades the community, oh this subject, which should,,, 
if  possible, be overcome. . W e have a militia law oh our-statute 
book, and the semblance of a militia organization, without the reali-j 
ty .' The la>v, for all useful purposes, is a dead letter, arid should, 
it is suggested, be made to give way to one more simple in fts pro- • 
visions, arid looking only to Such an.organization'as will secure,the 
State its proportionate fhare in the distribution of arms anft accoutre- , 
ments annually made by the General Government. T ie  ihost effec-/ 
tive measures are called for at the hands of the L'egihature to guard .
future loss to the people in this particular; , 1 ;........ i . ' ,

Under an act of Congress, passed at the las* session, all, neces
sary authority is conferred’upon the Supremo Court of the United . 
States, to adjudicate, the disputed question of boundary existing b e- . 
tween Iowa and M issouri. This law mas passed in obedience to aV. 
memorial o f the Territorial Legislature, and WaS necessary to, a , 
determination of the question Whik Iowa remained a-Territory; but 
as a State she needs no such taw to become a party to any case 
which may be'agreed upon. I  adhere to the belief expressed in my 
annual Communication to the Territorial Legislature g year ago, that 
true policy requires that this vexatious and long pending question 
should be submitted to the decision of the Supreme Court, and re
commend that all legislative provision necessary to the commence
ment and termination of such a suit be made.

The reports of the Auditor of Public Accounts, and Territorial 
Treasurer, are herewith communicated. The liabilities of the T erri
tory are stated by the Auditor to be $20,791 25, and the estimated 
resources $8,167 50, leaving an excess of liabilities, for the pay-
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ment of which there, is no provision, of $12,623 75. The debt due 
the M iners’ Bank of Dubuque, amounting, principal and interest, 
to about $7,000, is understood not to be included in this excessj 
which added, will show the aggregate of the liabilities of the T erri
tory to be $19,623 75. This debt is due chiefly, if not entirely, to 
qur own citizens, whose interests w ill demand consideration at your 
hands.

The law of last session, for leasing the Penitentiary, is defective, 
in 'hot requiring the lessee to. submit an annual report. In  the ab
sence of information from the proper source, I  am only able to state 
that during the past year the number of convicts has varied from s ix , 
to two, the latter being the number at present in confinement. The, 
leasing system, whatever may have been its success elsewhere, in 
the'opinion of those who have had the best opportunities of judging, 
has proved a failure, and should be abandoned. The State owes it 
tg itself to assume the management of the prison, and to prescribe 
and,'enforce a rigid system of prison discipline. A t present there 
is no discipline w hatever; the convicts are more frequently employ
ed without than within,the walls of the Penitentiary, and can easily 
make their escape when disposed to do so.

Within the past year treaties have been concluded with the W in
nebago and Pottawotamie Indians, by which all the lands owned by 
these tribes, lying within Iowa, are ceded to the United States. 
The country acquired from the Winnebagoes constitutes what is 
known as the “ Neutral Ground,” a strip of land forty miles in 
width, extending from the Mississippi to the Des Moines, and em
braces about four millions of acres of choice and valuable land. The 
Pottowatamie purchase, greater in extent than the “ Neutral 
Ground,” by about a million of acres, lies on the Missouri river, and 
is also valuable. By these treaties the Government acquires the 
title to all the Indian lands remaining in the State, and we may ex
pect at an early day to be entirely relieved of our Indian population. 
The occurrence of this event will be the signal for a rush of immi
gration to the newly acquired lands, which must materially augment 
the population and wealth of the State.

The discharge of the Executive duties, under the Constitution, 
will shortly devolve upon another, recently chosen by the people, of 
whose disposition to co-operate with the General Assembly in all 
things calculated to advance the interests of the State I  feel fully 
assured. That your joint labors may be characterized by harmony,; 
and that a wise, pure, and economical administration of the govern
ment may be secured to the people, is my most sincere wish.

: ' ‘ JAMES CLARKE.
Iowa City, Dec. 2d, 1 §46-



AUDITOR’S REPORT.

A U D ITO R ’S O FFIC E , IO W A ,? 
I o w a  C i t y ,  Nov. 1 6 th , 1 8 4 6 ;  $ ">

To i t i s  E x c e l l e n c y , J a m e s  C l a r k e ,

< G o v e r n o r  o f  I o w a  T e r r i t o r y : .

S i r : In  conformity to a law passed b y  the Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Iowa, at their last session, I  herewith submit to 
you the following rep o rt:
W arrants issued since my last annual report, bearing date 22d De

cember, 1845:—■
$  ;  c t s  -

For Pay of M ilitary Officers,

To 0 .  H . W . Stull, salary as A dj’t  General,

For expenses of Penitentiary,

To forty-four warrants, amount-in all,

For fees of Sheriffs and'Clerks of District 
Courts,

To seven warrants, amounting to - - -

For pay of Sheriffs, Clerks, Pros. Attorney, 
Jailer, Witnesses and Guards, in the case 
of the United States vs Wm Evans, et-al.

To twelve W arrants, amount in all to - -

For Contingent Expenses,

To two W arrants, ! - - - -

For Expenses incurred by the Convention of 
1844.

To seventy W arrants, - ■ - ■ -

For amounts issued on Legislative A ppropri
ations,

To forty-one warrants, - - - ■ •
To Morgan Reno, .salary as Treasurer, ;-

$  c ts  

3 7  6 6

1 ,3 2 4  1 3  

2 4 7  6 5

1 ,1 3 0  8 9  

5  9 2

2 ,9 8 7  4 9

8 7 2  0 0  
3 0 0  0 0

6 , 9 0 5  6 4
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Amount brought forward, - -

To amount outstanding against the Territory, 
22d Dec., 1845, as per Auditor’s Report,

To Warrants cancelled and payments by the 
Territorial Treasurer, - - - , -

Total, : ' - - - - - -

$ cts $  cts 
6,905 64

17,650 60

24,556 24 

3,765 09

20,791 25

The following statement of the accounts with the several coun
ties in the Territory will exhibit the probable resources of the Ter
ritory, as the means of discharging the amount of liabilities now 
outstanding against the Territory: .:■■■■

Treasurer of Muscatine County, Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1844,
To assessment for the year 1846, -

Treasurer of Clinton County, Dr,

To balance due on revenue for 1844, 1845, 
To assessment for.the year 1846, - -

Treasurer of Henry County,. Dr

To assessment for 1846,, - - . -

Treasurer of Clayton County, Dr

To Territorial revenue for 1844, - -
To “ “ for 1845, - -
To “ “ for 1846,

Treasurer of Keokuk County, ' Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1845,
To assessment for the year 1846, -

Treasurer of Delaware County, ; Dr

To Territorial revenue for 1844,
To “ for 1845, - -
To assessment for the year 1846, -

$  cts

76 71 
549 51

23 59 
115 .77

504 78

40 37 
47 32 

104 44

9 45 
79 .46

10 60 
33 65 
53 32

. $ . cts

1,648 97
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$  cts
Amount brought forward 

Treasurer of Lee County,1 

To assessment for. the year-1846, -

Dr

951 34

23

$  cts
1,6.48 97

951 34

2,600 31
■■ >■ . ! ■ ■ ■ /  ■ i

The following counties have nat sent up to this office,abstracts of 
their taxable property for the present year, consequently I  deem it 
advisable to charge them in this report with all arrearages, andgivU 
what I  suppose will be their tax for- the present.year:: t

Amount brought forward,

Treasurer of Mahaska County,- Dr

To probable tax for 1846,: - ?

Treasurer of Davis County, Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1844,. -
To “ “ “ 1845, -
To probable revenue for 1846, - -  . -

Treasurer of Scott County, . ' Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1845, . -  /
To probable tax for the year 1846, - -

Treasurer of Jones County, Dr

To probable tax. for this year, -  - .'

Treasurer of Jefferson County, - Df

To balance due on revenue for.1845, : :
To probable tax for the year 1846,

Treasurer ofDesmoines County, Dr

To balance due on revenue, for 1844j > .
To “ “ “ for 1845,
To probable tax for the year 1846, -

$  ' cts 
2,600 31

: 60 00 :

; 5 78 • 
26 19 

:9a 00 )

13.87, 
300 00

.65 00

. 10  0 0 1 
350 00

.231 294) 
226 34 

1,100 00

•$iT cts

5,078 78
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$ cts
• Amount brought forward, -

Treasurer of Washington County, D r ■ . V- :

To probable tax this year, - - - 250 00

Treasurer of Linn County, Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1844-5, 94 07
To probable tax for this year, - - 350 00

‘ > Treasurer of Jackson County, 1 Dr

To balance due on revenue for 1844-5, * 17 48
To probable tax for this year, - - 160 00

> Treasurer of Louisa County, Dr
■

To balance due on revenue for 1844-5, 94 00
To probable tax for 1846, -• •* - 300 00

Treasurer of Cedar County, Dr

To probable tax for 1846, 180 00

Treasurer of Wapello County, Dr

To probable tax for this year, - - • - 65 00

Treasurer of Johnson County, Dr •' * ■ '

To probable tax for this year, -  - - • 365 00

Treasurer of Dubuque County, Dr

To balance due on revenue up to 1844, _ 122 66
To probable tax for 1844, - - 100 00
To “ “ 1845, - - - 125 00
To “ “ 1846, 185 00

Treasurer of Van Buren County, Dr

To probable tax for 1845, . 650 00
To “ “ 1846, - 900 00

Treasurer of Kishkekosh County; Dr

To revenue for 1845, - - 6 51

$ els 
5,078 78

3,904 72 
9,043 00



25 00

25

$ cts 
9,043 50

25 00

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

$ cts
jht forward,.. - 

To revenue for 1846,

R E C A P I T U L A T I O N .

Total amount of liabilities, - 20,791 25
Total amount of resources, ' - -. - 9,068 50

Excess of liabilities above resources, - 11,722 75

All of which is respectfully submitted.
ROBERT M. ■ SECREST,

■ Auditor Public Accounts.

9,068 50

TREASURER’S REPORT*

TREASURER’S OFUlCE, IOWA, 
I o w a - C i t y , Nov. 16, 1846.

His E x c e l l e n c y , J a m e s  C l a r k e ,
G o v e r n o r  o f  I o w a  T e r r i t o r y :

S i r : In compliance with law I herewith submit to you a synopsis 
of the receipts and disbursements of this office , since my last report 
of the 10th December, 1845.

1845. Amount in Treasury, Dec. 10,1845,
1846. Amount ree’d since 10th Dec., 1845,

and up to 16th Nov., 1846, from 
counties,

$  cts $  cts 
33 50

3,716 23

Total amount of receipts, - - 3,749 73

Disbursements from 10th Dec., 1845, 
to 16th Nov., 1846, - . - 3,765 00

Excess of Disbursements, - 15 36

The following is a statement of the re
ceipts and expenditures of this of
fice, as connected:with the public 

, buildings at the seat of government,

4
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$  cts $  cts
' M . Reno, as Treasurer, D r

1845. To Notes and Judgment vs Massey,
, received of A . Hart, late Territorial

Agent— (Notes for work, &c.) - 2,223 49
1845. To receipts of sale of lots, J u ly ,1845, 280 50
1845. To “  “ “ Aug., 1845, 125 00
1845. To “ “  “ May, 1845, 3,084 75

c o n t r a , Cr.

1845. By credits endorsed on Notes receiv
ed from Hart, and not deducted
when received, - 28 63

1846. By scrip redeemed, . . . 167 51
By payments as per vouchers on file

in this office, . . . . 2,756 15
By notes received of H art, yet in this

office, - - - - - 1,467 94
By notes received for lots in M ay

last, yet on hand, - 1,094 99

Total amount of payments and notes
on hand, - 5,515 22

1846. Excess of receipts up to Nov. 15,
1846, -  - -  - - 198 52

The present debt of the Capitol is, as
near; as I  can ascertain, 8,500 00

The only available means are the
notes taken in May last, and the
balance of receipts on hand which
amount to only - - - - ' 1,293 51

Leaving a balance of 9,206 49
Nothing has been done on the Capitol this season for want of pro

per materials and funds to procure workmen. The building is in 
a very unprotected condition, subject to the injury by storms, &c. 
I t  is to be hoped that the Legislature may make some provision for 
its completion; at least to complete it sufficiently to protect it from 
the weather.

A ll of which is respectfully submitted, by .
Your obedient servant,

M . REN O ,
Treasurer.

The said communication having been read,
M r Montague moved the following resolution,
Resolved, That fifteen hundred copies of the Governor’s M es

sage be printed for the use of this House,
And after debate,
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M r Morton moved tlie following substitute,
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk, have printed for the use of the 

House five hundred copies each, of the Governor’s Message and 
the Auditor’s and T reasurer’s Report;

And after debate,
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the substitute and original resolution be laid on 
the table subject to the order of the House.

M r Sells gave notice of a motion, for leave, to introduce,
A  Bill for An act to authorize Elizabeth Blackwell to sell lot 

No. 2, in Block No. 8, in the Town of Bloomington, Muscatine 
county, Iowa;

And then,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Speaker Browne presented the following communication 
from M r Jesse Williams, which was read by the Chief Clerk and 
ordered to lay on the table.

S e c r e t a r y ’s  O f f i c e , )
I o w a  C i t y , Dec. 2, 1846.$

S i r : I  have the honor to transmit to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, herewith, the official abstract of the 
returns of the election held under the State organization on the 26th 
day of October, A . D. 1846, for Governor, Secretary of State, 
Auditor of State and Treasurer of State; together with the original 
abstracts from the respective counties, as returned to this office. 
Two of these abstracts were directed to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, but w ere opened by me, and are included in the 
returns herewith made.

I  have the honor to be,
Very Respectfully,

Your ob’t  servant,
JE S S E  W ILLIA M S.

To th e  Hon. J .  B . B r o w n e ,
Speaker House of Representatives.
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S 3  5=3 CQ?53S «£i« S 3  'OP

Of the official returns of the votes cast in the respective counties 
in the State of Iowa, on the 26th day of October, A. D. 1846, 
for the offices of Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor and Trea
surer of the said State of Iowa as returned to the Secretary of 
the Territory, to wit: : ..

■ Counties Goyernor Secretary ; Auditor Treasurer
An

se
l 

Br
ig

gs

Th
om

as
 

M
‘K

ni
gh

t

El
ish

a 
C

ut
le

r

Ja
m

es
 

H.
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ow
les

 
;

Jo
se

ph
 

T.
 F

ale
s 

-

Ea
sti

n 
M
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ris

 
,.

M
or

ga
n 

Re
no

E.
 T

. 
Sm

ith

Henry 370 614 362 610 373 607 372 609
Cedar - 221 212 230 203 188 209 229 203
Clinton' ! ’ . 163 157 .176 150 179 149 176 149
Des Moines 769 894 765 .892 769 893 7,72 892
Jones , 71 89 73 74 72 75 73 : 75
Johnson 300 254 300 249 306 243 825 218
Louisa 291 356 294 352 296 351 296 351
Van Bureji 820 732 792 737 814 732 813 733
Marion ; 128 104 128 104 128 103 128 103
Iowa 31 13 31 13 31 13 32 12
Monroe ' 79 49 79 49 79 48 80 47
Jefferson 516 421 518 420 518 421 . 518 422
Muscatine .348 361 350 360 353 358 353 345
Scott 285 337 295 330 294 331 295 329
Linn 1 272 197 273 191 281 177 273 191
Delaware and Buchanan 76 69 77 65 80 62 80 64
Jackson 357 222 395 192 391 189 .394 190
Polk 78 74 77 74 56 '74 . 77 . 74
Lee 1040 767 1056 754 1066 759 1065 757
Washington 223 306 223 303 223 303 221 303
Mahaska 251 300 246 296 238 297! 247 295
Benton 13 28 10 26 10 26 10 26
Du Buque 490 492 591 343 633 312 598 351
Clayton 163 144 168 131 174 130 165 130
Keokuk 202 164 200 167 188 167 177 166
Jasper 27 15 27 15 27 15 27 15
Appanooce 42 8 42 8 42 8 42 8

Total 7626 7379 7778 7108 7809 7052 7838 7059
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A nsel Briggs, received for G overnor, seven thousand six  hundred 
and tw enty-six  votes—'Thomas M cK nigh t received for Gov
ernor, seven thousand th ree  hundred and seventy-nine votes. 

E lisha C utler, j r . ,  received for Secretary of State, seven thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight votes— Jam es H . Cowles, re 
ceived for Secretary  of State, seven thousand one hundred  and 
eight votes. • ■ ' -

Joseph  T . Fales, received for A uditor, seven thousand eight hun
dred and nine votes— E astin  M orris  received for A uditor, seven 
thousand and fifty-two votes. < 31

M organ Reno, received for T reasu re r, seven thousand eight hun-; 
dred and th irty -eigh t votes, and E . T-. Smith, received for T rea 
su re r, seven thousand and fifty-nine votes. ' , . ■.

E x e c u t i v e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  )  
Decem ber 2d, A . D . 1846. \  

T his abstract of votes from the above named counties, w ere  th is 
day made in  my presence, from the comparison and examination of 
the abstracts re tu rned  to the Secretary  of the T errito ry . . ■ :

. JA M E S  C L A R K E .
I, Je sse  W illiam s, S ecretary  of Iow a T errito ry , do hereby cer

tify, that the foregoing is a true  abstract of the votes re tu rned  to 
th is office, at an E lection held in the several counties of this T e rr i
to ry , on the 26th day of October, A . D . 1846, for G overnor, Sec
retary  of State, A uditor and T reasu re r for the State of Iow a.

G iven under my hand and the Seal of the T e rrito ry  of 
Iow a, a t Iow a City, th is second day of D ecem ber A . D . 
1846.

J E S S E  W IL L IA M S .

M r D ay moved the following Pream ble and Resolution,
W hereas, T his H ouse have refused to p rin t the G overnor’s M es

sage; T herefore,
Resolved, T hat the Senate be requested  by a Committee of one, 

to furnish  th is H ouse w ith  one thousand copies of the G overnor’s 
M essage;

Pending w hich, .
A  call of the H ouse w as ordered and had, and absent members 

sent for, . • .
A nd after some tim e spent therein , the absent members appear

ing in their, seats, the' further, proceedings under the call, w ere  dis
pensed w ith, '

A nd the question being upon the passage of M r D ay’s resolution;
A nd the question being pu t, ( ; •

I t  was decided in the negative. |  N ays 22' ;
T he yreas anct nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are, ■ ‘ • , '
M essrs Bailey,' Bonham, D ay, G reen; H ardy , K insm an,' Leech, 

Leffingwrellv Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, Smyth 
of L inn, W hitm ore and W illo u g h b y . 1 ' ^  1 ' '
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Those who voted in the negative, are,
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Coehran, Comstock, 

Conlee, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, M cPherrin, 
Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraif, 
Williams, W right and M r Speaker Browne.

M r Rathbun not voting.
So the resolution was disagreed to.

On motion of M r Comstock,
The vote had laying the resolution of M r Montague, and the sub

stitute of M r Morton, to print the Governor’s Message and accom
panying documents, on the table, was reconsidered,

•, The question recurred.
The question was stated upon agreeingto the substitute of MrMorton, 

And being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the substitute of M r Morton prevailed,
And the order was made accordingly.
M r Montague moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be requested to furnish each 

member of the House, w ith a copy of the “ Revised Statutes” of the 
T erritory— A  copy of the Laws of 1844 and ’45, and of the last 
session of the Territorial Legislature—And a copy of the Journals 
of the House the same sessions.

The said resolution being read,
M r Sells moved to lay the same on the table,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurring upon the passage of the resolution,

And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the resolution stands passed.

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That a Committee of two be appointed to notify the 

Senate, that the House are now ready to receive the Senate prepar
atory to canvassing the vote cast for Governor.

The Speaker appointed M essrs Goodrell and Day said committee. 
M r Goodrell from the Committee appointed to wait on the Sen

ate, reported that they had discharged that duty, and had notified 
the Senate according to order.

Joint meeting of the General Assembly in
C O N V E N T I O N .

The Senate having appeared, and taken the seats assigned them 
by the Speaker, the two Houses resolved themselves into Joint 
Convention, M r Speaker Browne acting as President of the Con
vention and the Chief Clerk of the House as Secretary thereof, when 

The President appointed M r Hebard of the House and M r Brad
ley of the Senate, a joint Committee on the part of the Convention to 
assist the Secretary in canvassing the votes cast for Governor.

The official abstract of the votes for Governor, returned by the 
Secretary of the Territory, were then read over by the Secretary, 
and after the reading, placed in the hands of the joint Committee,
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And after which,
The Secretary proceeded to read the original returns as made to 

the Secretary of the Territory, by the proper officers—which re
turns were noted on the abstract, by the joint Committee and care
fully compared by them,

And after the reading,
And after summing up, it appeared,
That Ansel Briggs had received 7,626 votes for the office of 

Governor.
That Thomas M ‘Knight had received 7,379 votes for the office of 

Governor.
Scattering not counted.

M r Ansel Briggs having received a majority of the vote cast,
M r Speaker Browne, (President of the Convention,) thereupon, 

declared him duly elected Governor of the State of Iowa.
The Senate retiring,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M . to

morrow.

Thursday Morning, December 3d, 1846.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:—  
M r S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House that the Senate have appointed 
Messrs Browning, Sanford and Huner a committee on the part of 
the Senate, to act with a similar committee to be appointed on the 
part of the House, to draft rules for the future government of the 
intercourse between the two Houses;

And then he withdrew.
The Chair announced the following Standing Committees:
O n  W a y s  a n d  M e a n s —'Messrs Hebard, M ‘Pherrin, Goodrell, 

Matson and Smyth of Linn.
O n  J u d i c i a r y — M essrs Bowie, Morton, Cochran, Day and Lef- 

fingwell.
O n  C e a im s — M essrs Matson, Williams, W right, O’Brien a n d  

M ‘Manus.
O n  S c h o o l s — M essrs M ‘Pherrin, Hardy, Leech, Smith of M a

haska and Green.
O n  M i l i t i a — M essrs Olmstead, Montague, King, Reynolds and 

Lyons.
O n  E n r o l l e d  B i l l s —M essrs Day and Sells.
O n E n g r o s s e d  B i l l s — M essrs Cochran and Lyons.
O n E x p e n d i t u r e s — M essrs Goodrell, Bonham, Blair, Comstock 

and Bailey.
O n R o a d s  a n d  H i g h w a y s — M e s s r s  Smyth of Linn, Conlee, 

Kinsman, Holland and Rathbun.
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O n  T o w n s h i p  a n d  C o u n t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n — M essrs Morton* 
Updegraff, Whitmore, M ‘Pherrin and Willoughby..
.. , O n  P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s —M essrs Steele, Anderson, Green, Leech 
and Leffingwell.

O n  N e w  C o u n t i e s —M essrs Comstock, Montague, Olmstead* 
O’Brien and Smith of Mahaska.

O n  A g r i c u l t u r e — M essrs Bonham; Clifton, Hardy, W right 
and Blair. , , .

O n  E l e c t i o n s — M essrs Sells, Willoughby, Bowie, Morton and 
Kinsman. : •

M r M ‘Manus presented the petition of John Wilson, asking a 
renewal of a ferry charter,

W hich was read, and ;
On of M r M ‘Manus,

Ordered, To be referred to a select Committee of three.
The Speaker appointed M essrs M 'M anus, M 'Pherrin  and Bon

ham said Committee.
M r Cochran presented the petition of sundry citizens of W est 

Point in Lee county, asking the passage of a certain law,
W hich was read, and

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of three.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Cochran, Rathbun and Smyth of 

Linn, said committee.
On motion of M r Hardy,

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to enquire into the expediency of passing a law to prevent 
the distribution of the School Fund until authorized by the General 
Assembly of the State. ' ;

: ! On motion of M r Cochran,
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be, and he is hereby authorized to 

procure and furnish stationery, brooms, brushes, candles, watering 
cans, lire shovels, tongs, and other things necessary for the use and 
convenience of this House.
1 M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 

A  Bill for A n Act to divide the county of Clinton into County 
Commissioners’ Districts. .

M r Bowie gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
I . A  Bill submitting the question of revision or amendment of the 
Constitution, to the people, at the next ensuing election for members 
of: the General Assembly.

On motion of M r Sells,
' Resolved, That a committee on Incorporations be added to the 
standing committees of the House.

On motion of M r Williams,
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk have chairs and tables furnished 

for the accommodation of Editors within the bar of the House.
On motion of M r Bonham,

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to notify the Sen
ate that the House are now ready to receive the Senate in the Hall 
of the House, for the purpose of inaugurating the Governor elect.
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T h e  Speaker appointed M essrs Bonham and W hitm ore said com* 
inittec.

M r  Cochran gave notice of a  motion for leave to introduce ' 1!
A  Bill for a n : A ct to 'v aca te  a p a rt of the T ow n P lat in  W est 

Point, in L ee  county, . .. . ■..., . . - ■ ...
M r Bonham, from  the committee appointed to, w ait on the Senate* 

reported  that they ;had discharged that duty, and notified th e  Senate, 
accordingly. , : r  , t

A  m essage from th e  Senate by  M r  R ussell, th e ir S ecre ta ry :
M e  S p e a k e r : 1 : ,v

I  am directed by  the Senate to inform th e  H ouse tha t the Senate 
have appointed M essrs  B radley and B row ning a committee to act in  
conjunction w ith  a sim ilar committee to be appointed on the  p art of 
the H ouse, to  inform the G overnor elect that both H ouses a re  now 
ready to receive him  in  jo in t session in  the H all of the  H ouse o f  
R epresentatives, p repara to ry  to adm inistering the oath of inaugura
tion; ■; :

A nd  then  he w ithdrew* rd  ! ,
1 O n motion of M r Sells,' • ’ * ' '
1 T he H ouse proceeded to consider the m essage from the Senate, an

nouncing the appointm ent of a committee to inform  the G overnor 
elect, that both H ouses o f  the G eneral A ssem bly w ere  p repared  to 
receive, him  for the purpose of adm inistering th e  oath o f inaugura l 
tion. i . v. : ,  i

A nd  the said m essage being read* ’ . ;
O n motion of M r Sells, ,

R esolved that a  sim ilar committee be appointed on the p a rt o f the 
H ouse, to act in  conjunction w ith  the Senate committee. . ;• l!

T he  Speaker appointed M essrs ' Sells arid O lm stead Said Commit
tee , . : . ' , - :

O rdered, T h a t the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly. : 
O n motion of M r M atson, , V

R esolved, T hat a committee of th ree  be appointed on the p a r t 'o f  
the H ouse, to act in  conjunction w ith  a sim ilar committee appointed 
by  the Senate, to form jo in t ru les for the governm ent, of th e 'in te r
course betw een the tw o H ouses. , . > . . .
, The. Speaker appointed M essrs, M atson, H ebard  and H olland said 

com m ittee. , '
< O rdered , T hat th e  C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate therew ith .

, JOINT MEETING o r  T H E  GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN ;; ; '
■ ■- C O N  V E N T I O N : .

T he Senate, appeared, and having taken  the seats assigned thein 
by  the Speaker, th e  tw o H ouses resolved them selves into jo in t ses
sion, w hen the oath, p rescribed  by the Coristitution w as adm inistered 
to M r AnSel B riggs, the G overnor elect, by C h ief Ju s tic e  M ason. 

A fte r w hich, ri' j ■ - v ■' ’’
T he Inaugural A ddress of the G overnor elect w as read  by M r 

B radley, of th e ’Senate, and is as follow s: ; ' ■ • :
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G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,

a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

Having been called by the suffrages of my fellow-citizens, to the 
Executive office of the State of Iowa, I  enter upon the discharge of 
its duties with a profound sense of gratitude for this manifestation 
of public confidence. From  my want of experience in the affairs of 
civil administration, I  must naturally feel a great degree of embar
rassment in my present position; but that feeling will be greatly 
lessened from the hope and belief which I  entertain, that in your 
character of representatives of an enlightened constituency, you 
will kindly extend to me your aid and indulgence.

The circumstances under which you assemble are to us of a novel, 
interesting and important character. W e have passed from a de
pendent Territory to an independent and sovereign State, and it is a 
subject of congratulation that we shall no longer be denied the bless
ings and privileges consequent upon this great change.

O ur Constitution is one which does honor to the character and 
intelligence of our infant S tate; and we need apprehend no difficulty 
in  the way of our full admission into the Federal Union, so soon as 
the simple form of its presentation in the Congress of the United 
States is .complied with.

Having a country unsurpassed in beauty and fertility, and which 
is rapidly filling up with an intelligent and enterprising people, we 
bid fair in a very short time to take a most enviable position among 
our sister States. But, gentlemen, it much depends upon your , ac
tion at this first session of our Legislature, whether we shall advance 
to that position by rapid strides, or for years be left to “draw our 
slow length along.” I f  you proceed with that calmness and caution, 
that fervent desire for the happiness and welfare of our country, 
which should, and doubtless will characterize your deliberations, 
all will be w ell; but if, unhappily, from any cause, the utmost care 
is not taken to guard against hasty and unnecessary legislation, last
ing evils may be entailed upon our institutions.

Having only within the last four days had notice of my election, 
and not being in possession, and having no opportunity of access to 
any data by which to be guided, it cannot be expected that I  will, at 
this time, attempt to call your attention to. any specific subjects of 
legislation. Indeed, it is now rendered altogether unnecessary, as 
H is Excellency, the Governor of the Territory, has done this in his 
able communication of yesterday, to the two Houses of the General 
Assembly. *

You will have the Constitution before you, gentlemen, which 
points out all subjects of immediate legislation that will be necessary 
.to set the State Government in motion; and I  shall, as it may be
come necessary in the progress of your labors, make you further 
communications.

In  conclusion, gentlemen, permit me to assure you, that in all 
your efforts which are directed to the advancement and prosperity 
of our State, you shall have my hearty co-operation, trusting that if
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we place a proper reliance on that Supreme Being who rules and 
governs all nations, our labors at this first and most important ses
sion of the Legislature, will redound to the honor and happiness of 
our fellow-citizens.

ANSEL BRIGGS.
Iowa City, December 3, 1846.

And then,
The Senate retiring,

On motion of M r Hardy,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The papers relative to the contested seat of Charles Anderson, 

were taken from the table—when,
M r Olmstead moved that the same be referred to the standing 

■Committee on Elections, with instructions to report on Monday 
next. ■

And the question being upon agreeing to said motion,
And pending which,

M r Sells moved to amend the same so that said committee be in
structed to report as soon as practicable,

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the motion of M r Sells prevailed, and the committee were in

structed accordingly.
M r Leffingwell offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to furnish each 

member of this House with twenty copies weekly, of such news
papers published in this State,'as they may direct.

The said resolution was read—when, ■
M r Cochran moved to amend the same by striking out the word 

“ twenty,” and inserting the word “ five.”
And the question being put,

It was decided in the negative.
The question then recurring on the original motion,

And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the resolution of M r Leffingwell was agreed to.
M r Smyth of Linn, by leave, presented the report of the School 

Inspectors of Linn county.
The said report was read—when,

On motion of M r Smyth,
The same was referred to a select committee of three.

.: The Speaker appointed Messrs Smyth of Linn, Conlee and Har
dy, said committee.

M r Cochran, by leave, moved the following resolution:'
Resolved, That each and every original Bill, before it passes this
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House, shall, upon its second reading, be p rin ted ; arid a copy or 
copies thereof, be distributed among the several members, save and 
except such as are, (o r are principally,) copies of the Territorial 
Laws, now in existence and proposed to he copied and adopted.

The said resolution was read, and, ,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

-Ordered, Tq be laid on the table;
> And then,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the. House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M ., to

morrow.
I 1 ' ' . . »■pr ■■ , . i  .. ■' ... ----------

Friday Morning, December 4th, 1846.

The Speaker, in compliance with the resolution passed on yester
day, to that effect, announced the following additional standing com
mittee, to w it: :

O n  I n c o r p o r a t i o n s —’M essrs Sells, Hardy, M ‘M anus, Olmstead 
and Cochran. ■ ■ ' ■

M r Sells, from the committee appointed to draft Rules for the 
government of the House, reported 1

That said committee had discharged that duty, and recommend 
the adoption of the standing rules of the last Territorial Legislature, 
for the government of this House, with the following alterations 
and additions, to w it : Strike out the word “ Territorial,” wherever
it occurs, and insert the word “ State,” in lieu thereof. Strike out 
the word “ fourteen,” apd in sertin  lieu thereof, the word “ twenty,” 
in rule thirty-nine; and add the following.additional rules:

R ule 60. The following shall be the standing committees: 
Committee on W ays and M eans, . '

v ; “ . “ Judiciary,
“ “ Claims,
“ “ Schools,
“ “ Militia,
“  ‘‘ Enrolled Bills,
“ “ Engrossed Bills,
“  “  Expenditures,
“  ‘‘ Roads and Highways, , ..

i, , , “  Tqwnship and County Organization,
“ “ Public Buildings, , :
“  “ New Counties,
“ “ Agriculture, . . .  .
“  , . Elections,

... , “  ' ‘ “ Incorporations.
R ule 61. The rules of Parliamentary practice, as comprised in 

Jefferson’s M anual, shall govern the House in all cases in which 
they are applicable, and where they are not inconsistent w ith the 
standing rules of this House.

f
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O n motion of M r Goodrell,
T he  H ouse proceeded to co nsidersa id  report, w hen,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
O rdered  that said report be printed, w hen,

O n motion of M r Comstock, ■ . '
T he.vo te  ju s t had on prin ting  said report, w as reconsidered.
M r H ardy , in  pursuance of previous notice, asked and obtained 

leave and introduced ■ ■
H . R , file N o. 1, a B ill, providing for the retention of the school 

fund;
W hich bill w as read  a first time. ,-
M r D ay asked and obtained leave, and introduced the following 

jo in t resolution; . :
H .R .  file No. 1, Jo in t Resolution providing for the canvassing 

of the vote cast for State Officers.
Resolved, (T h e  Senate concurring ,) tha t both H ouses of the 

G eneral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, m eet in  the H all o f the 
H ouse of R epresentatives at 2 o’clock, P . M ., for th e  purpose of 
canvassing the election re tu rns of Secretary  of- State, A uditor of 
Public  A ccounts and T reasu re r. ' ’ ' -

T he said jo in t resolution w as read,
A nd  after debate,
M r D ay, on leave being granted, w ithdrew  the -same. • ’ •

' A  motion w as made by M r Olmstead, to reconsider the vote had 
authorizing tlfe C hief C lerk  to fu rn ish  chairs and tables for the  use 
of Editors and the ir R eporters. ' ; : . . . • •
1 A nd the question being stated; ' - ■ . * •• ............

A nd  pending w hich, : ■ • ■ ■ > '•
M r M ontague moved to lay said motion on th e  table.

■ \And the question being stated and put, - /
I t  was decided in the affirmative. .
So the motion of M r M ontague prevailed. 1 i : v
A  motion1 w as made by M r M ontague, to reconsider th e  vote had 

on referring  the papers contesting the seat of Charles A nderson, to 
the standing committee on E lections; and tha t the same be re fe rred  
to a select committee. ■ ■ ■■•..'; '
1 A nd the question being stated :: ■ T

A  division w as called for and had. ) . •
A nd  the question being stated to w it: Shall the vote re fe rring  the 

papers contesting the seat o f C harles A nderson to the standing 
committee on E lections, be reconsidered;

A nd being put, •••>.• . . ■ :
■■ I t  was decided in  the nega tive .' ! '• :

So the motion to reconsider w as disagreed.to , J .
A nd  the said papers stand re fe rred  to  the committee on* E lec

tions. ■ ■ ... - .
A nd then,

O n motion of M r Sells,
O rdered, T hat the H ouse adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M . to

m orrow . 1 v  . .



38 JOURNAL OF TH E

Saturday Morning, December 5th, 1846.

M r Hebard gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
. A Bill, relating to the security of costs.

M r;Day gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
, A Bill, to diminish the number of grand and petit Jurors;

Also,
, A  Bill to regulate trials by jury, before Justices of the Peace. 

M r Montague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Joint Resolution for the acceptance of the grant of land for the 

improvement of the Des Moines river.
M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill relative to Mechanics Liens.
A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:—

, 1 M r S p e a k e r :
I am directed by the Senate to inform the House, that the Senate 

liave passed a Joint Resolution,
Senate file, No. 1, authorizing the Secretary of State to effect a 

loan, to defray the expenses of postage and for other purposes, and 
ask the concurrence of the House thereto;

And then he withdrew.
H. R. file, No. 1, a Bill entitled An Act staying the school fund 

in  the hands of the holders thereof, was read a second time and re
ferred to the committee on Schools.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
Senate file, No. 1, Joint Resolution, authorizing the Secretary of 

State to effect a loan to defray the expenses of postage and for other 
purposes, was taken from the table and read a first time, when 

A  motion was made by M r Cochran to suspend the 42d rule, and 
that the same be read a second and third time now.

And the question being stated and put,
It was decided in the affirmative. < ■vreaS■ - . -  ( ays— 11.

' The,yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative are
Messrs Anderson, Bowie, Bonham, Bailey, Conlee, Comstock, 

Day, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, 
Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Whitmore, Williams, Wil
loughby and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative are
Messrs Blair, Cochran, Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, 

Morton, Steele, Updegraff and Wright.
So the motion of M r Cochran prevailed, and the 42d rule was 

suspended, when the said Bill was read a second and third time. 
And the question was stated, shall the Bill pass?

And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said Bill was passed, and its title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate. therew ith.
On motion of M r Sells,

The report of the select committee appointed to draft rules for" 
the future government of the House, was taken from the table, when 

The said report was read, considered and concurred in. - 
So the said rules stand passed, as the rules agreed upon for the 

future government of this House. :
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The resolution relative to the printing of Bills was taken from 
the table.

The said resolution being read,
A  motion was made by M r Day to amend the same, so as not to 

include Bills of a private or local character.
And the question being stated and put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
The question recurring on the passage of the resolution as 

amended,
And being stated and put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the resolution passed as amended.
M r Matson from the joint committee appointed to draft rules for 

the government of the intercourse between the two Houses, made 
the following report.

The committee appointed on the part of the House to act in con
junction with the Senate committee relative to drafting rules for the 
government of the intercourse between the two Houses have dis
charged that duty and respectfully report,

That they have met the Senate committee and after free and full 
conference, have unanimously agreed to recommend, and do recom
mend to the two Houses as follows:

That the joint rules governing the last Territorial Legislature, be 
adopted for the government of this General Assembly, as hereby 
amended, together with the following additional rule:

“ In  all elections in joint convention of both branches of the Gene
ral Assembly, the names of the members of both branches of the 
General Assembly, shall be arranged together in alphabetical order, 
and be called upon to vote in the order in which they stand ar
ranged’.

Strike out rule 4th and 5th, and insert the following in lieu thereof, 
R U L E  IV .

A ll Messages from one House to the other, shall be sent by the 
Secretary of the Senate, Chief Clerk of the House, or by their re 
spective assistants.

R U L E  V.
After a Bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be duly en

rolled by the Secretary or Clerk of the House in which it originated 
before_it shall be presented to the Governor,”

W hich was read and concurred in.
M r Sells offered the following,
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. Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s Message as refers to 
negotiating a loan be referred to the committee on Ways and Means 
with instructions to report a bill for that purpose.

M r Cochran moved to amend by striking out all after Ways and 
Means, in the 4th line, which motion was put and lost.

1 The question.then being on the adoption of the resolution, as 
read,

And being put,
Was decided in the affirmative. .
So the resolution was agreed to.

On motion of M r Cochran,
The petition of ,sundry citizens of Keokuk, in Lee county,’was 

taken from the table, and referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
M r Day, by leave, moved the following resolution:
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) that the two Houses of the 

General Assembly of the State of Iowa, will meet in the hall of the 
House of Representatives on Monday the 8th instant, at 2 o’clock, 
P . M ., and proceed to elect two Senators to represent the State of 
Iowa, in the Senate of the United States, ‘

Which was read a first time, and 
, On motion of M r Hebard,

. The House adjourned until Monday, 10 o’clock, A . M .

Monday Morning, December 7th, 1846.

■ M r Comstock gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce '
A  Bill, requiring each elector to vote in his own Township.
M r Goodrell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced :
H. R. file No. 2, a 'Joint Resolution, requiring the Auditor to 

audit and allow the expenses incurred by the State Convention to 
form a Constitution.

The said Bill Was read a first time. ■ ,
M r Sells, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced ■ ■ ,
H. R. file No. 2, an Act, entitled an A ct to authorize Elizabeth 

Blackwell to sell certain property therein named. , : .
The said Bill was read a first time. ,
MriLeffingwell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file No. 3, an Act, to divide the county of Clinton into 

County Commissioners’ Districts;.
The said Bill was read a first time. •

: M r Hebard, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced

H . R. file No. 4, an Act, relating to the security lor costs.
The said Bill was read a first time.
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T he Speaker submitted a Report of the Clerk of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Desmoines County,

Which was read, and,
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on Schools, 
M r Hebard gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an Act, entitled an Act to amend an A ct to prevent 

frauds,
M r Sells moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the committee on Ways and Means, be instructed 

to report a Revenue Bill, classifying all lands into first, second and 
third classes, and that each class be assessed according to its true 
value, irrespective of the improvements made thereon.

The said resolution was read, and,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 
House.

House Resolution, providing for the election of United States 
Senators, was read a second time, when,

On motion of M r Day, ,
The same was amended by striking out the word “ Monday.”
M r Bowie moved the following substitute:
Resolved, (T he Senate concurring,) That the two Houses of the 

General Assembly will meet in the Hall of the House of Represen
tatives, on Thursday, the 11th day of December, A . D. 1846, for 
the purpose of electing one Chief Justice, and two Assistant Judg
es of the State, and two United States Senators.

The said substitute being read,
A  division of the question was called for and had.
And the question being stated to be upon agreeing to the substi

tute of M r Bowie,
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative;
A nd then,
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the same be 
read a third time now.

The 42d rule being suspended, the said resolution was accord
ingly read a third time and passed.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate therein.

On motion of M r Montague,
Resolved, That the committee on Elections be instructed to in

form this House at what time it will be practicable for them to re
port in regard to the contested election of a member of .this House.

M r Sells, chairman of said committee, by leave, informed the 
House that the committee would report to-morrow.
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On motion of M r Olmstead,
M r Matson was appointed chairman of the committee on Schools, 

M r M ‘Pherrin being excused from serving on said committee.
M r Matson being excused from serving as chairman of the com

mittee on Claims,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

M r M ‘Pherrin was appointed chairman of said committee.
M r Comstock gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill,.making the offices of Sheriff and Collector and Treasurer 

one office.
M r Cochran moved the following resolution, which was read, 

considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the standing committee on Schools, to whom was 

referred the joint resolution of the House, (N o. 2 ,) entitled: Jo in t 
Resolution, to authorize the Auditor of State to audit and allow the 
expenses incurred by the late Convention to draft a Constitution for 
a form of government for the State of Iowa, be instructed to report 
as soon as practicable,

After which,
On motion of M r Matson,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o'clock, P. M.

On motion of M r Cochran, it was '
Resolved, That the ex-Governors of the Territory be furnished 

w ith seats within the Bar of this House.
A  motion was made by M r Conlee,
That the House'proceed and elect a Messenger, pro tern, of this 

House,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Matson, from the standing committee on Schools, to whom 

was referred the 
Bill of the House, (N o. 1,) entitled, an A ct staying the School 

Fund in the hands of the holders thereof,
■ Reported the same back to the House with one- amendment, 
when,

On motion of M r Matson,
The House proceeded to consider said report.
The said amendment being read,
The question was stated and put upon concurring in the said 

amendment, as reported by said committee,
And decided in the affirmative, and,

On motion of M r Matson,
Ordered, That the said Bill be engrossed and read a third time 

to-morrow.
On motion of M r Hebard,

The House resolved itself into the Committee of the whole House, 
for the consideration of the Governor’s Message,
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Mr Hebard in the Chair, and,
After some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman reported 
That they had made the necessary references of the same to the 

appropriate standing committees, and had instructed him to ask the 
concurrence of the House thereto;

And the question being put, Will the House concur therein?
It was decided in the affirmative.

The Speaker laid before the House the following report from the 
Chief Clerk:—

H o u s e  o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , )  
December 7th, 1846. \

M r S p e a k e r :

In compliance with a resolution of the House, authorizing the 
Chief Clerk to ascertain what arrangement could be made with the ; 
Post Master of this city, relative to the pay of postage on letters 
and documents, transmitted and received by members of this House, 
I  ask leave through you to report: That I  have had an interview 
with the Post Master upon the subject of said resolution, and have 
received for answer, that the provisions contained in a joint resolu-; 
tion which has just passed the General Assembly, authorizing the 
Secretary of State to contract a loan for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of the same, are satisfactory to him; and that I have made 
the necessary arrangements contemplated by said resolution, dating 
irom the day the present General Assembly convened.

Respectfully yours,
SILAS A. HUDSON,

Chief Clerk, H. R.

After which,
On motion of M r Hebard,

The House adjourned, until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.

5 Tuesday Morning, December 8th, 1846,

The Speaker announced the following named gentlemen as com
posing the Select Committee of one from each Electoral District, to 
which was referred, (in committee of the whole House,) that 
part of the Governor’s Message which relates to the Des Moines 
river Grant:

Van Buren District, - - - M r Montague,
Lee, . . . . . .  “ Steele,
Des Moines, - - - - - “ Hebard,
Davis and Appanooce, “ Leech, ■
Wapello and Monroe, “ Comstock,
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M arion, Polk, Ja sp e r  and Dallas D istrict, M r R eynolds, 
H enry , . . . . .  « M orton,
Jefferson, . . . . .  “  Lyons,
W ashington and L ouisa, -  -  -  “  Goodrell,
K eokuk and M ahaska, . . .  “  K ing,
M uscatine, Johnson and Iow a, -  “  Sells,
Scott and Clinton, . . . .  “  Leffingwell,
Cedar, L inn  and Benton, “  R athbun,
Jackson  and Jones, “  G reen,
D u  B uque and Clayton, -  -  -  “  Olmstead,

M r D ay gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill, to make the office of County R ecorder and County Com

m issioners’ C lerk , one office.
M r M atson gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill, requ iring  the electors o f this State a t the Tow nship E lec

tions, to decide the question of L icense or no L icense, for the sale 
of intoxicating drinks as a beverage w ith in  the limits of the ir re s 
pective tow nships.

M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to repeal an A ct, entitled an A ct, to authorize the C lerk  

of the D istric t C ourt for the county of L ee to transcribe the Records 
of said Court.

M r Cochran, from the committee on E ngrossed B ills, reported  
that they had examined

H . R . file, N o. I , a Bill entitled A n  A c t staying the school fund 
in  the hands of the holders thereof, and find the same correctly en
grossed.

M r H chard, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
• leave, and introduced

H . R . file, No. 5, a  B ill for an A c t to amend an A ct, entitled an 
A c t to punish frauds.

T he  said B ill was read a first tim e.
H . R . file, No. 2, a Bill for an A ct to authorize E lizabeth  Black- 

w ell to sell certain  p roperty  there in  named,
W as read a second tim e, and,

On motion of M r Sells,
O rdered , T hat the same be engrossed, and read a th ird  tim e on 

.T hu rsday .
A  m essage from the Senate, by  M r R ussell, their Secretary:—- 

M r  S p e a k e r :
I  herew ith  present for your signature
Senate file, No. 1, Jo in t Resolution authorizing the Secretary  of 

State to effect a loan, to defray the expenses of postage and for other 
purposes.

I  am also directed to inform the H ouse tha t the Senate have passed, 
w ith  amendments,

H . R . file, N o. I ,  a B ill, in relation to the election of U nited 
States Senators,
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To which the concurrence of the House is requested.
And then he withdrew. »
The Speaker signed the above resolution.
H . R. file, No. 3, a Bill for an A ct to divide the county of Clinton 

into County Commissioners’ Districts,
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the same be engrossed and read a third time to* 

morrow.
H. R. file, No. 4, a Bill for an Act, relating to the security for 

costs,
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on the J u 

diciary.
H . R. file, No. 1, a Bill for an A ct staying the school funds in 

the hands of the holders thereof,
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
H . R. file, No. 1, Joint Resolution, requiring the Auditor to 

audit and allow the expenses incurred by the State Convention to 
form a Constitution,

Was read a second time, and,
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing committee on 
Claims.

M r Sells, from the standing committee on Elections, to whom 
was referred the papers in the case of the contested seat of Charles 
Anderson, reported that said committee have had the papers in ques
tion under consideration and that after a careful examination of the 
subject, they had unanimously instructed him to report:

That, in the opinion of the committee, there is nothing within the 
meaning and spirit of the Constitution which disqualifies said Charles 
Anderson from holding his seat as a member of this House, also, 

That the committee ask to be discharged from any further con
sideration of the subject.

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the same.
The said report was then read, when
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead to lay the same on the table, 
And the question being stated and put,
It was decided in the negative.

A fter which,
M r Smyth of Linn, moved to commit the same to the committee 

of the whole House, and that it be made the order of the day for 
to-morrow.

And the question being stated and put,

I t was decided in the negative, ' |  Nays— 19*
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The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Conlee, Day, Green, Hardy, 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bowie, Blair, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, Hebard, 

Holland, King, M lManus, M'Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of 
Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright and Mr Spea
ker Browne.

Messrs Anderson and Montague absent. '
So the motion of Mr Smyth was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved a call of the House,
Which was ordered, and had, and absent members sent for.
And after some time the absent members appearing in their 

seats and
M r Montague being reported as sick,

On motion of Mr Olmstead,
It was ordered, that the further proceedings under the call of the 

House be dispensed with.
M r Olmstead moved to adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Leffingwell renewed the motion,
And the question being stated and put,

r Yeas 17
It was decided in the negative, |  Nays 21
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Conlee, Comstock, . Good- 

xell, Hebard, Holland, King, M'Manus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, Rath
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright 
and Mr Speaker Browne.
• M r Montague absent and sick.

So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to. '
M r Leffingwell moved a call of the House, and 
The question being stated and put,
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the House refused to order a call.
M r Olmstead moved that the House adjourn until 1 o’clock, P. M. 
And the question being stated and put,

c Yeas 15
It:was decided in the negative. |  Nays__22'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn and Whitmore.
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Those who voted in the negative are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Conlee, Clifton, Com

stock, Goodrell, H etard , Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, 
Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
Williams, W right and M r Speaker Browne.

Absent M essrs Montague and Willoughby.
So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, A , M. to

morrow.
And the question being stated and put,

I t was decided in the negative, j  Nays__20
The yeas and nays being desired by two members.
Those who voted in the affirmative are '
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Conlee, Day, Green, Hardy, 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, O ’Brien, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherriii, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Steele, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Williams, W right and M r 

■ Speaker Browne.
Absent. M r Montague.
So the motion to adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M ., to-morrow 

was disagreed to.
M r Day moved to commit to the committee of the whole House 

and that.it be made the special order of the day for Thursday next; 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Hebard moved to refer the same back to the committee on 

Elections, w ith instructions, to report in full the facts on which the 
conclusions of the committee w ere based.

M r Olmstead moved to amend the motion of M r Hebard, so 
that said committee be instructed to report to-morrow.

A nd the question being stated and put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
The question recurring on the motion of M r Hebard as amend

ed by motion of M r Olmstead, when
The question was stated— shall.the said report be referred back 

to the committee on elections, with instructions to report on to-mor
row, the fads in full, upon which the conclusions embraced in said 
report w ere arrived at?

And being put, '
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the motion of M r Hebard prevailed, . '
And the report was referred accordingly.

And then, -
On motion of M r Goodrell,

• Ordered, That 
The House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.
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2 o’clock, P. M.

■ A  motion was made by M r Olmstead, that the House proceed to 
the consideration of the message of the Senate returning the joint 
resolution of the House, No. 1, providing for the election of Judges 
and United States Senators, with an amendment,

And pending which,
A  call of the House was ordered, and had, and absent members 

sent for, who, after some time, appearing in their seats, the further 
proceedings under the call were dispensed with.

The question recurred,
And the question being stated and put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.

• So the motion was agreed to.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the said mes

sage, _ '
A nd the same being read,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead,
That the House do concur in the said amendment of the Senate, 

made thereto,
And the question was stated,
W ill the House concur in the said amendment of the Senate to 

the said resolution of the House?
And being put,

c Yeas— 17
I t  was decided in the negative. j Nays— ‘H*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, 
Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
Williams, W right and M r Speaker Browne.

The House refusing to concur,
I t was

Resolved, That the House disagree to the said amendment of the 
Senate to the said resolution of the House.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed
ings of the House thereon.

M r Sells, by leave, moved the following Preamble and Resolu
tion:

W hereas, In Article 4, Section 8, of the Constitution of the State 
of Iowa, the power is given to each branch of the General Assem
bly to judge of the qualification? of its own members; Therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That the standing committee on Elections, be, and is
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hereby instructed to enquire into and report to this H ouse, at as 
early  a day as practicable, w hether or not Irad  C. D ay, Smyley H . 
Bonham, W illiam E . Leffingwell, R . G . W illoughby and George 
M ontague, w ere  not, at the tim e of their election as members of the 
present G eneral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, members elect of 
the L egislature of Iow a T errito ry .

T he said pream ble and resolution being read,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstcad to amend the same, so as to 

include the names of “ J .  B . B row ne”  and “ S. B . O lm stead.”
A nd the question being stated and put,
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
T he question then recu rring  upon agreeing to the resolution as 

amended,
A nd the question being put,
W ill the House agree to said resolution as amended?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the resolution passed as amended,
A nd the committee w ere  instructed  accordingly.

A nd then,
On motion of M r K ing,

T he H ouse adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-m orrow.

Wednesday Morning, December 9th, 1846.

O n motion of M r Clifton,
Resolved, T hat a committee of seven be appointed to take under 

consideration the p resen t system  of revenue, and to devise and 
report to this H ouse the basis of a revenue system tree  from the 
defects of the p resen t one.

T he Speaker appointed M essrs Clifton, B o n h a m ,  Goodrell, H e- 
bard, Holland, D ay, H ardy, and Smith, of M ahasta, said committee.

M r Leffingwell in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

 ̂ H . R . file, No. 2, jo in t resolution authorizing the S ecretary  of 
State to procure a State Seal.

W hich w as read a first time.
M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed B ills, reported  

as correctly  engrossed, bills of the following titles,
H . R . file, No. 2 , A  Bill for An act authorizing E lizabeth  Black- 

w ell to convey certain  property therein  named.
A nd,
H . R . file, No. 3, A Bill for A n  act dividing the County of 

Clinton into County Commissioners D istric ts.
M r Sells, from n’le  Standing Committee on Elections, subm itted 

the following report:—•
T he Standing Committee on E lections to whom the papers in the 

case of the contested seat of Charles A nderson, w ere  recommitted, 
w ith instructions to report the facts in the case, on the morning of 

7
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the 9th inst., have discharged that duty, and respectfully  subm it the 
following report—

Questions of this, as w ell as those of any other nature, are to be 
heard and determ ined upon defined and established ru le s , the ru les 
of evidence to be regarded are those of the law of the land ; not only 
because no others are known, bu t also because these commend 
them selves to reason and arc consonant w ith  justice. T he 20th 
section of the act concerning elections, (R ev ised  Statutes, page 252 ,) 
provides that any person intending to contest an election, shall give 
notice of his intention “ in  tv r it in g ,” “  expressing the point on 
w hich the same w ill be contested,” &c. T he notice in  the present 
case, in  th is respect, is in  these w ords— “ tha t I , Joseph  M 'M ullin , 
have contested your election on the grounds of your ineligibility to 
hold said office under the Constitution, in your holding a lucrative 
office, and also having public money in your hands unaccounted for 
at the time of the election.” T he undersigned are of opinion that 
the notice does not express the “p o in ts” on w hich the election is 
contested in  any proper or sufficient manner ; nor w ith in  the mean
ing of the Statute. I t  does not express w ha t office he is charged 
w ith holding, w hether that of county commissioner, d istrict prose
cutor, collector, treasu rer, legislator, governor, or w hat other of the 
numerous offices w hich a citizen might hold. N either does the no
tice express under w hat “ pow er” the office is holden—'w hether 
under the State, the U nited States, or any foreign “ pow er.”

The undersigned are of opinion that a common sense of justice, 
as well as the law  of the land, requires that the ground of the con
test should be stated specifically; and show w hat office the incum 
bent is charged w ith  holding, and under w hat authority . T he law  
perm its no charge to be made in its tribunals against any one of a 
criminal or a civil na tu re ; not even that of indebtedness, unless it 
be distinctly and precisely set forth.

This is a funJamental and im portant ru le , tending to the p rese r
vation of our lives our liberties, our characters, and our property, 
and its continuance and support are essential to the rights of every  
member of the House

In  regard  to the secoul charge in the notice, the committee are  of 
opinion that this too is insufficient, equally w ith  the preceding.

T he incum bent is here charged w ith  having public money in  his 
hands, “ unaccounted for at the tim e of his election.”  I t  is not al
leged w hat this public money *ras—w hether funds of the county, 
the tow nship, the school district, tVe territo ry , or the U nited States, 
or to w hat other pow er it belonged. Y our committee are  therefore 

. of opinion that under neither of these charges, could any person fair
ly be held to answ er, for that under them  \le could not know  against 
w hat to defend himself.

B ut although your committee arrived at the foregoing conclusions, 
which w ere  entirely  clear and satisfactory to their minds, y e t in 
ju stice  to the parties, and in view  of their duty to guard the pu rity  
of elections, they proceeded to view  the case on its merits, and sub
m it the following fu rther testimony and considerations. T he depo
sition of D udly C. B arber, states, that he is clerk of the board of
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county commissioners of M onroe county, and held that office since 
the 17th A ugust, 1846. T hat Charles A nderson ■was elected trea 
su rer and collector of M onroe county, A ugust 3d, A . D . 1846, 
w hich place he resigned Novem ber 2d, 1846, and at the same time 
settled up and paid over all money, w hich he had collected as trea 
su rer and collector of the said county ; he fu rther states that Charles 
A nderson received fifty-one votes and Jo seph  M ‘M ullen  tw enty- 
eight votes for representative.

T he deposition of W illiam  M ‘B riue, states, that he is one of the 
county commissioners of M onroe county, that Charles A nderson held 
the office of treasu rer and collector from about the 18th of A ugust 
to the 2d of N ovem ber, 1846, at w hich time he settled up w ith  the 
Board, by paying over all moneys collected for taxes, and delivering 
up  the tax  l i s t ; he states that A nderson had some money collected for 
taxes in  his hands at the lime of his election— for the testimony in 
detail reference is made to the depositions them selves.

Y our committee w ould subm it w hether the above testimony is 
sufficient to disfranchise one whom the people in  the ir sovereign 
capacity have chosen to rep resen t them. One of the fundamental 
and thoroughly established rules of law  applicable to all our rights, 
and to all questions affecting them , is, that the best evidence of 
w hich the nature of the case admits m ust be required , or some ex
cuse for its absence shown, before evidence of a secondary nature 
w ill be admitted. Is the testimony of A . that B. holds a certain 
office, the best evidence? I f  B. w ere  indicted for a breach of his 
oath of office, w ould this testimony of A . be subm itted to disfranchise 
B. to take from him his citizenship forever? In  the case before the 
H ouse there is better evidence in the incum bent’s certificate of elec
tion, or in  his bond, w hich he m ust give as collector and treasurer, 
if  he be elected and qualified. T he testimony in  the case does not 
show any attem pt to obtain these or either of them, or a copy. P ro 
perty  of the value of a few  dollars could not be litigated in our 
courts upon such testimony as the above, much less should it con
tro l questions of such magnitude.

T hat the above principles held by the committee are correct, is 
show n abundantly iji cases reported in the case of F resh  vs.  Gibson, 
in  16 P e te rs’ R eports of the Suprem e C ourt of the U nited States, 
pages 331 and 332, M r Ju stice  D aniel uses this language'—■“ T he 
princip le that the best evidence the nature of the case admits of 
m ust always be produced, and that a person shall not be affected by 
that w hich occurs betw een o thers,” arc too fam iliar to require  
authorities to support them . B ut familiar as these ru les may be as 
rudim ents of the law , they are elements w hich enter essentially into 
the security  of life, character, and property ; 2d W ashington’s R e
ports, 287; 5 C ranch 14; of the same effect are the following cases, 
C lark vs.  Longw orth, W righ t’s Ohio R eports, 189. T aylor vs.  
Colvine, Ohio R eports, 449. John vs.  John, Ohio R eports , 584.

■ T hat a record or official papers are the best evidence.
T h e _State vs.  Buchannan, Ohio R eports, 233. Chief Justice  

M arshall, in 1 P e te rs’ U . S. R eports, p. 596, says, “  T he ru le of 
lawr is, that the best evidence m ust be given of w hich the nature of



52 JOURNAL OF THE

the thing is capable ; that is, that no evidence shall be received 
w hich presupposes g reater evidence behind in  the parties’ posses
sion or pow er. T he withholding of that better evidence raises a 
presum ption that if  produced it might not operate in his favor.”  5  
A m erican Common L aw , 116.

Believing the legal and the equitable ru le  of evidence to be as 
above expressed, your comfaittee cannot th ink  the testimony offer
ed in this case to be sufficient.

But the undersigned cannot leave the subject w ithout presenting 
the case in another light, supposing for the present, the testimony 
in  the p resent case to be entirely  legal and sufficient, they would 
present the following ideas:—■

T he Constitution, art. 4, sect. 22, provides that no person holding 
any lucrative office under the U nited States, or th is State, or any 
other pow er, shall he eligible to the G eneral A ssem bly, &c. To 
w hat do the w ords “ any other pow er”  refer, are they  intended to 
include the T errito ry . In  the opinion of your committee, they re 
fer to the other States of the Union, and to foreign States. T hat 
construction w hich w ould make them  include the T errito ry , would 
lead to the lamentable conclusion that the Constitution is retrospec
tive  in its operation— a conclusion w hich is at w ar w ith our earliest 
and most elem entary ideas of ju stice . I t  w ould be inflicting a spe
cies of penalty to-day upon an act w hich yesterday wms innocent; 
or w hat is even w orse, it would disfranchise a citizen for holding 
an office w hich was created, and to w hich he was elected before 
the Constitution had an existence. Y our committee believe that the 
Constitution was designed to be prospective  in its operations.

B ut w hatever degree of erro r there  may be in this opinion, you r 
committee cannot resist the idea that the 22d sect. above quoted, is 
controlled by the language of the 23d section. T he 23d section 
provides that no person w ho may hereafter be a collector, or holder 
of public moneys, shall have a seat in either H ouse of the G eneral 
A ssem bly, or be eligible to any office of tru s t or profit under this 
State, until he shall have accounted for and paid into the treasu ry  all 
sums for w hich he may be liable. T he w ords “ no person who 
may hereafter be a collector or holder of public m oneys,” seem very 
clearly to limit the disqualification effected by this  office to the f u 
ture— to those who might hereafter come into that office. A gain, 
it would seem that the words “ shall have a seat in either H ouse of 
the G eneral A ssem bly,” and the w ords “ or be eligible to any office 
of tru s t or profit in this S tate,”  are intended to express different 
ideas— the one relates to a particular place, the other to offices 
generally; to suppose then two expressions to mean but the same 
thing, is to charge the Constitution w ith an unnecessary and puerile  
tautology. T his section evidently intends this idea, that no person 
hereafter holding this office shall have a seat in the A ssem bly until 
he shall have accounted, nor be eligible to any other office of tru s t 
or profit until he shall have so accounted— he is eligible to the Jis- 
semb/i/, w hile he holds the office, bu t he cannot lalte his  seal till he 
shall have accounted, &c. A nd in connection w ith this idea, your 
committee w ould suggest that if  the testimony proves anything, it
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pro v es th a t th e  in cu m b en t accounted  b e fo re  he  took h is sea t in  th e  
G en era l A ssem b ly ; a ll of w h ich  is re sp ec tfu lly  subm itted , and y o u r 
com m ittee w o u ld  a sk  to  be  d isch arg ed  from  th e  fu r th e r  considera
tion  of th e  sub ject.

O n  m otion o f M r  Sells ,
T h e  H o u se  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  consideration  of sa id  re p o rt.
A n d  th e  q u estion  b e in g  sta ted ,
W ill th e  H o u se  concur th e re in ?
A n d , p en d in g  w h ich ,
A  call o f th e  H o u se  w as o rd e red , and had , and absen t m em bers 

se n t for, w ho , a fte r some tim e, ap p ea rin g  in  th e ir  sea ts , th e  fu r th e r  
p roceed ings u n d e r th e  call w e re  d isp en sed  wTith .

T h e  question  re c u rre d ,
A n d  th e  q u estion  be ing  sta ted , to w it:
W ill th e  H o u se  co n cu r in  th e  said rep o rt?

■ A n d  b e in g  pu t,
c Y eas 21

I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative,  ̂ N a y s  17 '

T h e  y eas and nays be ing  desired  b y  tw o  m em bers.
T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, are ,
M e ss rs  B lair, B ow ie, C ochran , C lifton, C onlee, C om stock, G ood- 

re ll, H cb ard , H o lland , K in g , M 'M a n u s , M 'P h c r r in ,  M orto n , R a th - 
b un , Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , S e lls , S teele , U pdegraff, W illiam s, W rig h t, 
and M r  S p eak er B ro w n e .

T h o se  w h o  vo ted  in  th e  negative , a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , Bonham , H ay , G re en , H a rd y , K in sm an , L eech , 

L effingw cll, L y o n s, M atso n , M o n tag u e , O ’B rien , O lm stead , R e y 
nolds, Sm yth  o f L in n , W h itm o re , and W illo u g h b y .

M r  A n d e rso n  (b y  le a v e )  did no t vote.
So th e  said  re p o rt  o f th e  S tand ing  C om m ittee on E lectio n s w as 

c o n cu rre d  in , and th e  com m ittee d isch arg ed  from  any fu r th e r  con
sid e ratio n  of th e  sub ject.

A  m essage  from  th e  S enate , by  M r  R u sse ll, th e ir  S e c re ta ry .
M r  S p e a k e r— I  am d irec ted  to  in form  th e  H o u se , th a t th e  Senate 

■insist on th e ir  am endm ent to th e  H o u se  R eso lu tio n  p ro v id in g  for th e  
election  of U . S . S enators.

A n d  th en  lie w ith d rew .
M r  C ochran  in  p u rsu a n ce  o f p rev io u s notice, a sk ed , obtained 

leav e , and in troduced ,
I I .  R . file N o . 6 , a  B ill fo r A n  act to rep ea l an  act to  au th o rize  

th e  Cleric o f th e  D is tr ic t  C o u rt o f th e  C oun ty  of L e e  to tran sc rib e
th e  reco rd s o f said  court.

T h e  said b ill w as read  a  f irs t tim e.
I I .  11. file, N o. 2 , a B ill fo r A n  ac t to  au th o rize  E liz ab e th  B lack - 

w e ll to se ll c erta in  p ro p e rty  th e re in  nam ed,
W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed , and its t itle  a g reed  to.
O rd e red , T h a t th e  C h ie f  C le rk  re q u e s t th e  co n cu rren ce  of th e  

Senate  in  th e  said  bill.
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H . R . file, N o. 3, a B ill for A n  act to divide the county of Clin
ton into County Commissioners districts,

W as read a th ird  time, passed, and its title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the chief c lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R . file, No. 5, a B ill for A n  act to amend an act entitled an 

act to punish fraud,
W as read a second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r H ebard,
O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Standing Committee 

on the Judiciary .
On motion of M r Bowie,

T he H ouse proceeded to consider the message from the Senate, 
re turn ing  the jo in t resolution of the H ouse providing for the elec
tion of judges and U nited States senators.

T he said message was then read,
A nd  the question being stated,
W ill the H ouse recede from its disagreem ent to the said amend

ment of the Senate?
A nd  pending w hich, and

On motion of M r Cochran, it was 
Resolved, T hat the H ouse insist upon its disagreem ent to the 

amendment of the Senate to the said jo in t resolution of the H ouse, 
and asks a conference in  relation to the said disagreeing votes of the 
tw o Ho.uses, and that managers be appointed thereat on the part of 
the H ouse.

T he Speaker appointed M r Cochran, and M r Sells, managers on 
the part of the House.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate of the pro
ceedings held herein.

A nd  then,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

O rdered, That
T he H ouse adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, their Secretary:
. M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed by the Senate, to inform the H ouse that the Senate 
have passed

Senate file, No. 2, a B ill for an A ct, to amend an A ct, entitled 
an A ct for the organization of Tow nships. A pproved February , 
1842,

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
A nd  then he w ithdrew .
M r N elson King, ( th e  unanimous consent of the H ouse being ob

tained for that purpose,) rose in  his place, and made the following 
.statement to the H ouse:

T hat since he had presented his credentials and taken his scat as
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a member of this House, he had been approached by several dis
tinct persons, relative to the casting of his vote for United States 
Senators; and that several distinct propositions of money and other 
reward had been offered him, if lie would vote for General Dodge 
for Senator, or J .  C. Hall, or either of them, as may or might be 
determined upon, which determination was to be made known to 
him, [K ing,] previous to the casting of his vote for United States 
Senators; and that they would secure him from all blame or suspi
cion, by procuring written instructions from his, [K ing’s,] constitu
ents, instructing him so to vote. And further, that S. T . Marshall 
gave him a five dollar note on the State Bank of Ohio, on yesterday 
evening, and told him to call on him at any future time and he would 
give him one hundred dollars, or any amount he wanted. And fur
ther, that said Marshall told him [K ing,] that it was Dodge’s mon
ey. He also gave him two receipts of indebtedness*.

In all of which proceedings he had acted under the advice and the 
full knowledge of S ir  Gcodrell and others of his friends. And for 
the purpose of fully ettposing the corruption and the determination 
to bribe members, by men who were here and employed for that 
purpose, and that other members of this House might be placed on 
their guard, and be prepared to act under the full knowledge of their 
designs.

And after the said statement was made,
On motion of M r Goodrell,

* T h e  fo l lowing  is a  c o r rec t  copy  o f  t h e  p ap er s  h a n d e d  to  t h e  C le rk ,  by 
M r Iv ing,  a t  t h e  t im e :  «

W e s t  P o i n t , N o v e m b e r  2 5 t h ,  1846.
M r  N e l s o n  K i n g — Sir: P le a s e  pay  S. T .  M a r sh a l l ,  o r b e a r e r ,  tw o  d o l 

la rs  a n d  fifty c en t s ,  on  my a c c o u n t ,  an d  oblige
Y o u rs  t r u l y ,  W I L L I A M  S T O T T S .

[E n d o rs ed , ]
R ece ived  P a y m e n t ,

'S .  T .  M A R S H A L L .  .

D e c e m b e r ,  A.  D.  1846.
I ,  S. T .  M a r s h a l l ,  h e re b y  re l in q u i s h  a n d  re le a se  a ll  m y  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  a n d  

c l a im ,  or  c la im s ,  w h ic h  1 m a y  h a v e  a g a i n s t  N e lson  K in g ,  for l e g a l  s e r 
vices,  done  h e re to fo re ;  a n d  th is  sha l l  be his  r e c e i p t .

S .  T .  M A R S H A L L .

N o t e  e y  t i i e  C h i e f  C l e r i i .— T h e  said  five do l la r  Rill,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  
o rd e r  an d  re c e ip t s  of r e l i n q u i s h m e n t ,  of  w h ic h  th e  above is a  copy ,  (no 
d isposi t ion  be in g  m a d e  of t h e m  by th e  H o u se , )  w ere  deposi ted  by m e ,  w i th  
M r  R en o ,  S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r ,  a n d  h is  r e c e ip t  t a k e n  for t h e  same.

S I L A S  A. H U D S O N ,  
C h ie f  C le r k ,  H .  R .

T h e  fo l lowing  is  th e  re c e ip t  r e f e r r e d  to  above:
R e e ’d [Iow a  C i ty ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 th ,  1847,] o f  Silas  A.  H u d s o n ,  a  five d o l 

l a r  Bank N o te ,  on t h e  “ S ta t e  B ank  of O h io , ”  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  D.  a n d  E . ,  
b e in g  th e  B a n k  N o te ,  O rd e r ,  and  R e l in q u i s h m e n t  o f  I n d e b te d n e s s ,  
deposi ted  by N elson  K in g ,  w i t h  th e  C h ie f  C le rk  o f  th e  I I .  R  , in  t h e  b r i
bery  case  b ro u g h t  before  said  H ouse .

M. R E N O ,  
S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r .
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It was
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to investigate 

the charge of attempted bribery, as divulged by Nelson King, a 
member of this House; and that they have power to send for per
sons and papers.

M r Cochran moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to the Hon. 

Nelson King, a member of this Body, for his honest, high-minded 
and patriotic conduct, in reporting and divulging to this House, the 
bribery and corruption that had been attempted to be perpetrated 
upon him, to secure his vote for democratic Senators, to the Con
gress of the United States.

The said resolution being read,
M r Olmstead moved that the same be laid on the table.
And the question was stated: Will the House assent thereto?

And being put,
c Yeas 17

It was decided in the negative,  ̂Nays__19
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Conlee, Day, Greene, Hardy, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, M'Manus, M‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith 
of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegralr, Williams, Wright and Mr 
Speaker Browne.

Messrs Reynolds, Kinsman and King not voting.
So the motion to lay on the table was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made bv M r Day, to refer to a select com

mittee.
Which motion was put and disagreed to, when,

. M r Day moved to commit the same to a committee of the whole 
House;

And the question being stated and put,

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—9(3
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Greene, Hardy, Leech, Leffing

well, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn, Whit
more and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, arc
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M‘Manus, M‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright 
and M r Speaker Browne.

Messrs Cochran and King not voting, and,
Messrs Kinsman and Reynolds absent.
So the motion of Mr Day was disagreed to, when
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M r Cochran moved to lay the same on the table, subject to the 
order of the H ouse.

A nd the question being stated and put,
( Yeas S3

I t  w as decided in  the affirmative,  ̂ Nays- • 3*

T he yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Conlee, Comstock, Day, 

Goodrell, G reen, H ardy , H ebard, Holland, Leech, Leffingwell, 
Lyons,.M atson, M ‘M anus, M 'P herrin , M ontague, O ’B rien, Olm- 
stead, Rathbun, Smith of M ahaska, Smyth of L inn, Sells, Steele, 
UpdegratT, W hitm ore, W illiam s, W illoughby, W right, and M r 
Speaker B row ne.

Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bowie, and M orton.
M r K ing not voting, and M essrs K insm an and Reynolds absent.
So the motion of M r Cochran prevailed, and the said resolution 

was laid on the table subject to the order of the H ouse, w hen 
On motion of M r Goodrell, it was

Resolved, T hat the Speaker be, and he is hereby authorized to 
issue his w arran t for the a rrest of S. T . M arshall.

W hich was done accordingly.
A nd then,

On motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, That the H ouse adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M . to

m orrow . k

/  Thursday Morning, December 10th, 1846.

T he journal of yesterday being read,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead, to amend the same so as to 

exclude the statement of M r K ing therefrom ,
A nd the question being stated and put,

( y eas 17
I t  was decided in  the negative,  ̂ N ays__19

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers.
Those who voted in  the affirmative are
M essrs Bailey, Conlee, D ay, G reen, H ardy, K insm an, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, O lmstead, R ey 
nolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

Those w ho voted in the negative are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

H ebard, Holland, M 'M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, R athbun, Sells, 
Steele, Smith of M ahaska, Updegraff, W illiam s, W righ t and M r 
Speaker B row ne.

M r K ing not voting, and M essrs Clifton and Bonham absent.
So the H ouse refused to exclude the statem ent of M r K ing trom 

the journals.
S
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The Speaker announced to the House, that S. T . M arshall was 
now in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms, subject to the further 
order of the House, when,

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-arms be, and he is hereby directed 

to retain the person of the said S. T . M arshall in custody, until 
otherwise ordered.

The Speaker laid the following communication before the House:

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e ,

t h e  H o u s e  o p  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

The undersigned respectfully asks to be allowed to appear before 
the House of Representatives by Messrs M ills and Grant, his coun
sel.

[Signed,] S. T . M A R SH A LL.
The said communication being read,
M r Day made a motion that the request of the petitioner be grant

ed.
M r Sells submitted as a question of order, that it was not in the 

province of the House to grant the request of the petitioner, the 
House having appointed a select committee before whom the whole, 
matter would be brought; and moved to lay said communication on 
the table.

And the question was stated: Shall the said communication be 
laid on the table?

And being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative. j Nays— lV
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, 
Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, 
W right and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O ’Brien, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

M r King not voting.
So the communication was ordered to lay on the table.
M r O’Brien moved that there be an addition of two members ad

ded to the Investigating Committee, appointed on yesterday, to 
investigate the case of attempted bribery.

M r Olmstead moved to so amend the motion as that M essrs 
O’Brien and Day compose said addition.

A  division of the question was called for.
The question then being upon adding two additional members,
And the question being put,
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Shall two additional members be added thereto. 

I t was decided in the affirmative, <
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bonham, Bailey, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Day, 

Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Holland, Hebard, Kinsman, Leech,Leffing- 
well, Lyons, M 'Pherrin, Matson, Morton Montague, O’Brien, 
Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Upde- 
graff, Whitmore, Williams, W right, Willoughby, and M r Speaker.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Comstock, M ‘Manus, Smyth of Linn, 

and Sells.
M r King not voting.
So the motion for additional members was agreed to.
The question then recurring on the motion of M r Olmstead,
And the question being put,
Shall M essrs O’Brien and Day be added thereto ?

It was decided in the negative. j Nays—
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Conlee, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hit
more, and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
Williams, W right, and M r Speaker.

M essrs O’Brien, King and Day not voting.
So the  motion of M r Olmstead was disagreed to.

M r Bowie moved to adjourn;
And the question being stated and put,

The yeas and nays being desired by two members.
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Conlee, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 
Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegratf, Williams, 
W right, and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, and Willoughby.

So the House accordingly adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

It was decided in the affirmative.
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2 o’clock, P. M.

T he Chair announced M essrs Smyth of L inn, and M orton, addi
tional members of the Investigating Committee, in compliance w ith 
the resolution passed to that effect this morning.

M r Comstock gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce
A  Bill securing to each settler, on the lands donated for the im

provem ent of the Des M oines river, a pre-em ption righ t securing to 
them  the righ t of entry at the minimum governm ent price.

' M r M ‘Pherrin , from the Committee on Claims, to w hich was 
referred  the jo in t resolution of the H ouse, N o. 1, Jo in t Resolution 
authorizing the A uditor to audit and allow the expenses incurred  by 
the late Convention to form a Constitution and State G overnm ent for 
the State of Iowa, made the following report:—

T he Standing Committee on Claims, to whom was referred  the 
jo in t resolution of the H ouse requiring  the A uditor to audit and 
allow the expenses incurred  by the late Convention, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report-—•

T hat by an act of the T errito ria l Legislature of Iow a, passed at 
the session of 1846, providing for holding a Convention to form a 
Constitution and State G overnm ent for the fu ture State of Iow a, p ro
vision was made for the per diem and mileage of members to said 
Convention, to be th ree dollars per day, and th ree dollars for every 
tw enty  miles tra v e l; therefore, your committee consider that they 
have no righ t to recommend any reduction of that part of the expen
ses incurred  by said C onvention; bu t subm it to the decision of this 
H ouse the propriety of reduction in  reference to the clerks, scr- 
geant-at-arm s, and m essenger to said Convention, and the incidental 
and other printing ordered by that body.

In  the statute, prescribing the m anner in w hich the printing shall 
be executed, the committee are of opinion that the Jou rnal of the 
Convention, and other,prin ting  done, has not been printed according 
to law , and in that economical m anner w hich was contemplated by 
its fram ers; the fact of leading  (as p rin te r’s term  it)  the journals, 
or putting spaces betw een each line, is new  to the committee, not 
being allowed by any legislature w ith  w hich they are acquainted, 
and yet w e find it to be the practice to lead the m atter ; the journals 
of the Convention are so leaded as to make about one-fourth more 
additional m atter than there w ould have been had it been solid, as 
contemplated in the law . A nd, as the pay for these journals is to 
come out of the pockets of the people, your committee th ink  that 
such deduction should be made as w ill meet the requirem ents of the 
law , and that the fu ture increase of the bulk  in the journals and 
governor’s messages “ by leading,” may be discountenanced by this 
legislature, as it only increases the price of printing w ithout any 
beneficial effects.

Your committee suggest the following amendments—
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S trik e  ou t th e  w o rd s “ Senate  and H o u se  o f R e p re sen ta tiv e s ,”  
w h e re  th ey  occur in  th e  first and second lines o f th e  reso lu tion , and 
in se r t  “  G en era l A sse m b ly ,”  in  accordance w ith  th e  req u is itio n  of 
th e  C o n s titu tio n ; and also in se r t, a fte r th e  w o rd  “  g o v e rn m en t,”  in  
th e  e igh th  line , and b e fo re  th e  w o rd  “  w h ic h ,”  fo r th e  fu tu re  S tate  
o f Iow a.

A ll  o f w h ich  y o u r com m ittee re sp ec tfu lly  subm it.
/

M r Sells m oved th a t th e  sam e be laid  on th e  tab le , and th a t one 
h u n d re d  copies o f th e  said  re p o rt  be  p rin ted .

A  d iv is ion  of th e  qu estio n  w as called  fo r and had.
A n d  th e  q u estion  b e in g  sta ted ,
Shall th e  said re p o rt  be  la id  on th e  tab le  ?
A n d  b e in g  pu t,
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative.
T h e  question  th e n  re c u rr in g  up o n  th e  m otion to p r in t one h u n 

d re d  copies o f  th e  sam e,
A n d  be ing  stated  and pu t,
I t  w as decided in  th e  negative .
So th e  m otion to  p r in t w as d isag reed  to.
M r  C ochran , in  p u rsu a n ce  of p rev io u s notice, ask ed , obtained 

leave, and in troduced
I I .  R . file, N o . 7, a B ill for an  A c t  re la tiv e  to m echan ic’s liens. 
T h e  said  b ill w as re ad  a f irs t tim e.
H . R . file, N o . 6 , a B ill fo r an  A c t re p ea lin g  an  ac t to au th o rize  

th e  C le rk  of th e  D is tr ic t  C ou rt, o f L e e  county , to  tran sc rib e  th e  
R ecords o f said court,

W as read  a second tim e.
H . R . file, N o . 2 , Jo in t R eso lu tio n  au th o riz in g  th e  S e c re ta ry  of 

S ta te  to p ro c u re  a  S ta te  Seal, 
f  W as re ad  a  second tim e, w h en  

M r  L effingw ell m oved th a t th e  42d ru le  be  su spended , and that 
th e  sam e be read  a th ird  tim e now .

W h ich  m otion w as p u t and d isag reed  to , w h en ,
O n  m otion of M r  L effingw ell,

O rd e red , T h a t th e  said  re so lu tio n  be  en g ro ssed , and read  a  th ird  
tim e to -m orrow .

S enate  file, N o . 2 , a B ill to am end th e  A c t o f th e  T e rr ito r ia l  L e 
g is la tu re , en titled , A n  A c t fo r th e  o rgan ization  of to w n sh ip s; ap p ro v 
ed I7 th  F e b ru a ry , 1842,

W as read  a f irs t tim e.
M r  B onham , by leav e, m oved  th e  fo llow ing  reso lu tio n ,
R eso lved , T h a t  th e  com m ittee appoin ted  to investiga te  th e  case of 

S. T . M a rsh a ll be  d isch arg ed , and th a t th e  m atte r re fe r re d  to said 
com m ittee be re fe r re d  to th e  C om m ittee o f th e  W h o le  H o u se , and 
be m ade th e  o rd e r o f th e  day fo r to -m orrow .

T h e  said  reso lu tio n  w as read ,
A n d  th e  q u estio n  b e in g  pu t,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
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f Yeas 17
It was decided in the negative, |  Nays 2(/
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Conlee, Day, Green, Hardy, Kins

man, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath- 
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegratf, Williams, Wright 
and M r Speaker Browne.

M r King not voting.
So the said resolution was disagreed to.
M r Leffingwell, by leave, read a protest signed by S. T . M ar

shall.
M r Bowie moved that the same be laid on the table.
And the question being stated, and put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, j Nays i s '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members.
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath- 
bun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele,Updegraff, W'illiams, 
W right and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bonham, Conlee, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien,' Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore, and Willoughby.

M essrs Clifton, King and Olmstead being excused, did not vote.
So the said protest was ordered to lie on the table.
M essrs Kinsman and Willoughby, by leave, made a counter 

report relative to the contested seat of Charles Anderson.
The said report being read,
M r Sells raised the question of order, that said report could not 

be received or acted upon by the House, inasmuch as the committee 
had, at their own request, been discharged from any further con
sideration of the subject.

The Speaker decided that although the making of the report at 
this time, vras not in order, yefj the House having granted leave for 
that purpose, the report was now properly before the House, and 
subject to its disposal.

In  which decision of the Chair the House acquiesced.
And after debate, and at the suggestion of M r Hebard,

On motion of M r Kinsman,
Ordered, That the word r e p o r t , be stricken out, and the word 

p r o t e s t  inserted in lieu thereof.
W e, J .  N . Kinsman and R. B. Willoughby, two of the members 

of the committee on Elections, submit the following Minority Re-
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port, in  the m atter of the contested election of Charles A nderson, 
as to his right to hold a seat in  th is H ouse:

Before entering into an investigation of the subject m atter of the 
contest, w e beg leave to state, that it is a source of reg re t to us to 
be under the necessity of making this report in order to place our
selves righ t before this H ouse, and the people of the State. T he 
long and labored report made herein  on yesterday, having been made 
by  the majority, as the report of the committee, w ithout our know 
ledge or consent, w e embrace this opportunity of stating some of the 
reasons which induce us to dissent from the statements and conclu
sions of that report. A s w e are under the necessity of making out 
this report entirely  from recollection, having been refused the pos
session of the papers for this purpose, by the C lerk,* w e cannot 
go as m uch into detail as w e had contemplated; bu t w e flatter our
selves that w e shall be able to be sufficiently accurate and explicit 
to be understood.

T he question presented for our consideration is, w hether M r 
A nderson, at the tim e  of his election to a seat in the G eneral A s
sembly, under the Constitution of this State, w as eligible? T he 
Constitution provides, that “ no person holding any lucrative of
fice under the U nited States, or this State, or any other pow er, 
shall be eligible to the G eneral A ssem bly ,” &c.

Before w e proceed to the investigation of the evidence in this case, 
w e w ish  to ascertain as nearly  as possible the true  meaning of the 
above clause of the Constitution. W hat, then, is holding an office? 
I t  is simply continuing or retaining an office. I f  M r A nderson, 
then, was elected to the office of T reasu re r and Collector of the 
county of M onroe, under the laws of the T errito ry , and continued 
or retained that office after the adoption of the Constitution and at 
the tim e of his election, then  he was holding an office w ith in  the 
rheaning and sp irit of the Constitution. W as it a lucrative office? 
L ucrative means gainful and profitable. T he amount of gain or 
profit is im material, so there  be some gain or profit, though it  be 
not more than fifty cents in  a year.

T he nex t question is, w hether he held the office under the U nited 
States, or this State, or any other pow er? W e are of the opinion 
that at the time of his election he held the office under this State by 
v irtue  of the Constitution. T he 5th Section of the 13th A rtic le  de
clares, that, “ A ll officers, civil and m ilitary, now holding their offi
ces and appointments in this T errito ry , under the authority  of the 
U nited States or under the authority of this T errito ry , shall continue 
to hold and exercise their respective offices and appointments until 
superseded under this C onstitution.”

D id A nderson hold an office under the law s and authority  of the 
T errito ry , and continue to hold that office after the adoption of the 
Constitution by the people, and at the time of his election? I f  so, 
the conclusion is irresistib le, that he held at the time of his elec-

*  N o t e  o y  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k . — T l ie  m e m b e rs  whose  n am es  a r e  a t t a c h e d  
to  th i s  R e p o r t ,  w ere  d ischa rged  from  any  f u r th e r  conside ra t ion  o f  th e  s u b 
j e c t ,  p rev ious  to  t h e  m a k in g  th e  app l ic a t io n  a fo resaid .  T h e  ru le ,  h o w e v 
e r ,  is im p e ra t iv e  t h a t  no p apers  s h a l l  be  t a k e n  from th e  C le r k ’s  d e sk ,  e x 
cep t  by th e  r e g u la r  m ode  of p roceed ing .
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tion, an office under the Constitution, and consequently under this 
State.

But, suppose for the sake of the argum ent, that he did not then 
hold the office unde this State, then, it follows, that he m ust have held 
i t  under some “ other pow er,” as he could not have held an office 
w ithout having held it under some pow er. H e could not have held 
it  independent of all pow er, as seems to be contended by the majo
rity  of the committee. W e are therefore led to the conclusion that 
he m ust have held the office under this State, or some “ other pow 
e r ,”  and that in either event, he w as ineligible.

B ut, before w e proceed farther, let us see w hat the w ord “ eligi
b le”  means. Eligible means, legally qualified to be chosen. W as 
A nderson, at the tim e  of his election, legally qualified to be chosen 
to a  seat in  th is H ouse ? M ost certainly he w as not, if, at the time, 
he held a lucrative office; and that he did, w e th ink there  can be no 
doubt, w hen w e come to consider the evidence and apply it to this 
case. I t  is also clear, that if  he w ere  ineligible at the time of his 
election, no subsequent act of his could, by retrospection, render 
him  eligible.

Before w e proceed to apply the evidence to the law  in this case, 
it  may not be im proper to dispel some of the mist w ith  w hich so
phism  has enveloped it. I t  is contended by the majority report, that 
the Constitution w as intended to be prospective, and not retrospec
tive in its provisions. In  this w e fully concur w ith  the report of 
the majority. But, w hile we believe the aforesaid clause of the 
Constitution to be prospective, w e are equally clear that it covers 
this case. D id A nderson hold or continue in  the office after the 
adoption of the Constitution? C ertainly he did, for w e find him in 
the possession of it at the tim e of his election under, and by v irtue 
o f this same Constitution. H e w as elected before the adoption of 
the Constitution, bu t he continued  to hold the office after, and it is 
the holding after, that the Constitution applies to prospectively.—  
B ut it is contended that the 23d Section limits and controls the Sec
tion upon w hich w e have been arguing. T he 23d Section is in these 
words: “ N o person who may hereafter be a Collector, or holder of 
public moneys, shall have a seat in  either house of the G eneral A s
sembly, or be eligible to any office of tru s t or profit under this State, 
until he shall have accounted for, and paid into the T reasu ry , all 
sums for w hich he may be liable.”  H ow  this Section can make 
the case any more favorable for M r A nderson, w e ,a re  unable to 
perceive, inasmuch as he was T reasu re r and Collector, and' did hold 
public moneys after the ratification of the Constitution, and until 
after  his election; and this section expressly  declares, that no p e r
son in such situation, “ shall have a seat in e ither branch of the G en
eral Assem bly, or be eligible to any office of tru s t or profit, under 
this S tate.” T he office to w hich he was elected and w hich he now 
holds, was certainly an office of high tru st, and some profit, and 
therefore, he could neither hold his seat or be eligible, by the p ro 
visions of this Section.

I f  any fu rther argum ent, w ere necessary to show that the con
struction that w e have given these Sections of the Constitution is
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the correct one, w e might demonstrate most clearly that the same 
reasons exist in favor of rendering ineligible a man who continues 
to hold an office after the adoption o f  the Consti tution , as one 
who might be elected afterw ards and hold the office.

H aving shown satisfactorily, as w e th ink , that he who continues 
to hold an office after the adoption of the Constitution, is equally as 
ineligible as he w ho is elected s in ce ; w e now tu rn  our attention to 
the consideration of the evidence subm itted in the case. T he depo
sitions taken herein, prove most clearly and conclusively that A n
derson w as elected to the office of treasu rer and collector of the 
county of M onroe, that he continued to act in that capacity after the 
adoption of the Constitution, and until after his election to the G ene
ra l A ssem bly, and that he also at the tim e of his election, and some
tim e thereafter, held as such officer public money— they also prove 
that he, at the time of his election, held a lucrative office “ under this 
State,”  or some “ other pow er,” and therefore w e believe he was 
ineligible, and consequently not entitled to hold a seat in this H ouse;

B ut it is contended that this evidence, though sufficient to satisfy 
any unprejudiced mind-, ought not to be received as evidence at allj 
because there  m ust be, as the m ajority of the committee contend, 
better evidence of the existence of the facts, proved by the deposi
tions, and hence, that they legally prove nothing. Is this the fact?  
W e maintain that it is not.- A ll that the law  requires in  such case is, 
proof that he acted in  that capacity, and this is sufficient, prim a facie, 
to establish the fact that he held the office. In  the 2d volume, p. 519, 
o f Starkie on Evidence, We find the law  on this subject stated thus, 
“  T he fact that the party  k illed  was an officer of justice , such as a 
constable or other peace officer, may be proved generally  by evi
dence that he acted in  that capacity, w ithout stric t evidence of his 
appointm ent.”  H ere  w e find that the proof introduced in this case 
w/5uld be sufficient even in  a case of m urder; Suppose the certifi
cate of election and bond given by M r A nderson as treasu re r and 
collector w ere  introduced, would they have established the facts 
that he acted in  that capacity, or had money in his hands as such 
officer, at the tim e of his election? w ould they have established the 
fact that he held the office at that tim e ? W e th ink  net.

In  relation to the notice, it is only necessary to say that the sec
tion of the law  referred  to, provides that the candidate contesting 
shall give notice w ith in  th irty-five days after election “ expressing 
the points on 'which the same w ill be contested,” &c. T he notice 
in this case expresses tw o points, to w it: T hat A nderson, at the time 
of his election, w as a holder of public moneys ; and that he held a 
lucrative office. I f  he held, at that tim e, public moneys, it is en tire
ly immaterial by v irtue of w hat office he came in possession of such 
moneys. So in relation to the other po in t; if  he w ere then holding 
a lucrative office under this State, or any other pow er, that know 
ledge certainly w as w ithin his own breast, and to have named the 
office w ould have been entirely  unnecessary.

T he ground of contest, and of w hich he was to be notified, was, 
that he held a lucrative office, and to require  that he should be spo- 

9
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cially notified of w hat office he held, w ould be sacrificing reason and 
common sense to useless technicality.

W e believe the notice a substantial compliance w ith  the law , if  
not a strictly  technical compliance.

A ll w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.
JN O . N . K IN S M A N ,
R . B. W IL L O U G H B Y .

W hen, on motion of M r H ebard,
T he H ouse adjourned.

^ F r id a y  Morning, December I lth, 1846.

M r Cochran presented  the petition of sundry citizens of the 
tow nship of M ontrose, in  Lee county, praying the L egislature to 
pass a general law , for the paym ent of a reward  of not less than 
th ree  hundred dollars for the detection of horse thieves, and 

On motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition he dispensed w ith, and 

that the same be referred  to a select committee of th ree.
T he Speaker appointed M essrs Cochran, Steele and Conlee, said 

committee.
M r Olmstead presented the petition of sundry  citizens of Clayton 

county, praying to be incorporated into a body corporate and politic 
for certain purposes therein  named, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition be dispensed w ith, and 

that the same be referred  to a select committee of three.
T he Speaker appointed M essrs Olmstead, M ontague and O ’B rien, 

said committee.
M r Lyons presented a petition from sundry citizens of Jefferson 

county, praying the L egislature to pass a law  to keep open all sec
tion lines, and

On motion of M r Lyons,
O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition be dispensed w ith, and 

that the same be referred  to the Standing Committee on Roads and 
H ighw ays.

T he following message was received from the Senate by their Sec
re tary , M r R ussell,

M r  S p e a k e r :
T he Senate have passed, w ith amendment,
H . R . file, No. 1, A n  A ct staying the school funds in  the hands 

of the holders thereof.
In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
I  am also directed to inform the H ouse that the Senate ask a con

ference in  relation to the disagreeing vote betw een the tw o H ouses, 
upon the jo in t resolution of the H ouse, No. 1, entitled Jo in t R esolu
tion in relation to the election of U nited States Senators and Suprem e
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Judges, and have appointed M r Bradley and M r Selman managers 
thereat, on the part of the Senate ;

A nd then he w ithdrew .
M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed B ills, reported 

that they had examined,
H . R . file, No. 6, A  Bill for an A ct repealing an A ct authorizing 

the C lerk  of the D istrict Court, for the county of Lee, to transcribe 
the Records of said Court. A pproved Jan . 15th, 1846. A lso,

H . R . file, No. 2, Jo in t Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
State to procure a State Seal;

A nd find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Bowie moved the following resolution,

Resolved, T hat the Select Committee, appointed to investigate the 
charge of bribery attempted upon one of the members of this House, 
as disclosed by N elson K ing, be invested w ith  general pow ers, to 
inquire into and report upon all cases of b ribery  and corruption 
practiced, or attempted to be practiced upon any member or members 
of this H ouse, and have pow er to send for persons and papers.

T he said resolution was read, w hen,
M r Cochran moved to amend the same by inserting, or any officer 

of this house.
W hich amendment was accepted by the mover.
A nd the question being stated,
W ill the H ouse agree to said resolution ?

A nd being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution w as agreed to.

• M r M atson, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 
and introduced,

H . R . file, No. 3, Jo in t Resolution providing for the election of a 
C hief Justice , and tw o Associate Judges, and tw o U nited States 
Senators.

W hich bill was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 2, A  Bill for an A ct to amend the act of the T e r

ritorial L egislature, entitled, A n A ct for the organization of tow n
ships. A pproved 17th February , 1842,

W as read a second time, and,
On motion of M r Day,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Committee on the J u 
diciary.

H . R . file, No. 7, A  Bill for A n A ct in relation to M echanic’s 
Liens.

W as read a second time, and,
On motion of M r Bonham,

O rdered, T hat the same be committed to a committee of the W hole 
H ouse, and made the special order of the day for M onday next.

H . R . file, No. 6, A  Bill for an A c t repealing an A ct to authorize 
the C lerk  of the D istrict Court, for the county of Lee, to transcribe 
the Records of said court, approved Jan . 15th, 1846,

W as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and its title  agreed to.



68 JO U R N A L  O F T H E

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

H . R. file, No. 2, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
State to procure a State Seal,

Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said hill.
M r Sells moved that

The 42d rule be suspended, and that,
H . R. file, No. 3, Joint Resolution providing for the election of a 

Chief Justice, two associate Judges, and two United States Senators,
Be read a second and third time now.
And the question being stated and put,

c Yeas 24
It was decided in the affirmative, . j N ays- 14*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pher- 
rin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
Williams, Willoughby, W right, and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Conlee, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, 

Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn, and W hit
more.

So the motion was agreed to.
And the same read a second time accordingly, when,
M r Day moved to strike out all after the word resolved, and in

sert, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses meet in the hall 
of the House of Representatives, on Tuesday, the 15th Dec. A. D. 
1846, at 2 o’clock, P. M . and proceed to elect two Senators to the 
Congress of the United States.

And the question being stated and put,
c Yeas 17

It was decided in the negative,  ̂ Nays__2 l'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative are
M essrs Bailey, Conlee, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth 
of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative arc
Messrs Anderson, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right and 
M r Speaker Browne.

So the motion was disagreed to.
M r Day moved to amend the resolution, by substituting the fol

lowing—■
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two (Houses meet 

on Tuesday, at two o’clock, P. M . in the Representatives Hall, to 
elect two Senators to the United States’ Senate, and one Chief Jus-
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tice , and tw o  A ssocia te  Ju s tic e s  o f  th e  S u p rem e  C o u rt o f th e  S ta te  
o f Iow a,

A n d  th e  qu estio n  b e in g  sta ted , and pu t,

I t  w as decided  in  th e  n eg ativ e . j  N ay s 21

T h e  y eas and nays b e in g  d esired  by  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , Bonham , C onlee, D ay , G re en , H a rd y , K insm an , 

L eech , L effingw ell, L y ons, M atso n , M ontague, O ’B rien , O lm stead, 
S m y th  o f L in n , W h itm o re  and W illoughby .

T h o se  w ho vo ted  in  th e  negative, a re
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , B la ir, B ow ie, C ochran , C lifton, C om stock, 

G o o d re ll, H eb ard , H o lland , K in g , M 'M a n u s , M 'P h e r r in ,  M orto n , 
R a th b u n , Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , S e lls , S teele , U pdegralf, W illiam s, 
W rig h t, and M r  S p e a k e r B ro w n e .

So th e  said  am endm ent w as d isag reed  to.
T h e  said  reso lu tio n  w as th en  read  a  th ird  tim e.
A n d  th e  qu estio n  b e in g  sta ted ,

Shall i t  pass ?
A n d  b e in g  pu t,

. . ( Y eas 24
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative, j N ay s I d '

T h e  y eas and nays b e in g  d es ired  b y  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re ,
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , B la ir, B ow ie, C ochran , C lifton ,' C om stock, 

D ay , G oodre ll, H eb ard , H o lland , K in g , L effingw ell, M ‘M an u s, 
M ‘P h e rr in , M orto n , R a th b u n , Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , S e lls , S teele , U p - 
degraff, W illiam s, W illoughby , W rig h t and M r  S p e a k e r B ro w n e .

T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  negative, a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , Bonham , C onlee, G re en , H a rd y , K insm an , L eech , 

L y o n s, M atson , M o n tag u e, O ’B rien , O lm stead, Sm yth o f L in n , and 
W illo u g h b y .

So th e  reso lu tio n  passed.
O rd e red , T h a t th e  C h ie f C le rk  re q u es t th e  co n currence  o f th e  

Senate  th e re in .
M r  L effingw ell p re sen ted  th e  p ro tes t and affidavit o f S . T .  M a r 

sh a ll. A lso , a  re so lu tio n  re la tiv e  to th e  sam e.
W h ich  w e re  read , w hen ,
M r  H eb ard  m oved th a t th e  sam e b e  la id  on th e  tab le .
A n d  th e  qu estio n  b e in g  sta ted  and pu t,

(  y eas 2 2
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative.  ̂ N a y s__ 16*

T h e  yeas and nays b e in g  d e s ired  b y  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , B la ir, B ow ie, C ochran , C lifton, C onlee, Com 

stock , G oodrell, H eb ard , H o lland , K in g , M ‘M an u s, M ‘P h e rr in , 
M o rto n , R a th b u n , Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , Se lls , S teele , U pdegraff, 
W illiam s, W rig h t and M r  S p e a k e r B ro w n e .

T hose  w ho  voted  in  th e  negative  a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , B onham , D ay , G re en , H a rd y , K in sm an , L eech ,
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Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, Smyth 
of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

So the said papers w ere laid on the table.
M r M ontague moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat those who have been members of former L egis

lative bodies, and Senators of this body, and Judges of the Supreme. 
Court, be admitted w ithin the bar of this House.

T he said resolution was read, w hen,
M r Sells moved to strike out the words “ those w ho have been 

members of former Legislative bodies, and,”
So as to make the same read as follows:
Resolved, T hat the Senators of this body, and Judges of the Su

prem e Court, be admitted within the bar of this House,
M r M ontague then moved to lay the same on the table.
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
T he question then  recu rring  upon the motion of M r Sells,

A nd being put,
I t  was agreed to.
T he question then recu rring  upon agreeing to the resolution as 

amended,
A nd being 'stated  and put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.

A nd then,
On motion of M r Sells,

T he H ouse adjourned, until M onday morning, at 10 o’clock, A . 
M.

Monday Morning, December 14th, 1846#

O n motion of M r Comstock,
Resolved, T hat a committee of five be appointed to district the 

State into Judicial D istricts.
M r M ontague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an A ct to provide compensation for an A gent to select 

the lands donated for the support of a U niversity; also,
A  Bill for an A ct amendatory of an A ct concerning costs and 

fees.
M r Lyons gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an A ct to locate and establish a State U niversity.
M r H ardy gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to vacate towrn plats.
M r Smith of M ahaska, gave notice of a motion for leave to intro

duce
A  Bill to locate a State Road from Oskaloosa, in M ahaska county, 

to K noxville, in  M arion county.
M r M ‘P herrin  gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill fixing the salaries of the G overnor and Secretary, A uditor



H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S . 71

and T reasu rer of State; and of the Judges of the Suprem e and D is
tric t Courts.

On motion of M r Kinsman,
O rdered, T hat the Protest, (so called,) of M essrs Kinsman and 

W illoughby, subm itted on Thursday, he now read.
T he said paper w as then read.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, their Secretary.
M s  S p e a k e r :

I am directed by the Senate, to inform the H ouse that the Senate 
have passed

A  Resolution relative to the election of U nited States Senators, 
in the following w ords, to-wit:

Resolved, T hat the Senate w ill proceed to the Hall of the H ouse 
of R epresentatives, for the purpose of electing two U nited States 
Senators, to represent the State of Iow a in the Congress of the 
U nited States, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon of any day that may be 
appointed for that purpose by the House of R epresentatives, by said 
H ouse giving to the Senate two days previous notice of the same.

I am also directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives, that 
the Senate have indefinitely postponed

H . R. file, No. 2, a Bill for an A ct to authorize E lizabeth B lack- 
w ell to sell certain property therein  named.

A nd then he w ithdrew .
The House then proceeded to consider the amendments of the 

Senate to the Bill of the H ouse, (N o . 1 ,) entitled,
A n  A ct staying the School F unds in  the hands of the holders 

thereof,
A nd the question being stated and put,
W ill the H ouse concur in the said amendment of the Senate made 

thereto?
I t  was decided in the affirmative;
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk notify the Senate thereof.
M r Day, by leave, moved the following resolution:
Resolved, T hat the Senate be invited to m eet this H ouse on 

M onday next, at 2 o’clock P . M ., in this H all, for the purpose of 
electing of tw o Senators to the Senate of the U nited States.

T he said resolution was read, and,
On motion of M r Bonham,

O rdered, To be laid on the table.
M r Olmstead made a motion that the H ouse proceed to the con

sideration of the message from the Senate, relative to the election of 
United States Senators,

A nd the question being stated,
A nd, pending which,
A  call of the H ouse w as ordered, and had, and M essrs H ebard 

and R athbun found absent, and sent for, and after some time, the 
absentees being reported as not being in the city,

A  motion was made by M r Olmstead, that the absentees be ex 
cused from attending,

A nd the question being put,
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It was decided in the negative.
M r Cochran moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock A. M ., to-mor

row.
And the question being stated and put,

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays__U)
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Conlee, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, Holland, King, M 'M anus, Morton, Smith of M a
haska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Greene, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, O’Brien, Olm- 
stead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, Willoughby and 
W right.

Absent, M essrs Hebard and Rathbun.
So the motion of M r Cochran was disagreed to.
M r King made a motion that the House do now adjourn until 2 

o’clock, P. M.
And the question being stated and put,

I t was decided in the affirmative. ^ Nays—-17'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members.
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Conlce, Com

stock, Goodrell, Holland, King, M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 
Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right, 
and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, and Willoughby.

Absent, M essrs Hebard and Rathbun.
So the motion of M r King prevailed.

And so it was
Ordered, That the House, pending the said call, do now adjourn 

until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

The Chair announced the following named persons as a select 
committee to district the State into Judicial Districts, viz:

M essrs Comstock, Bowie, Cochran, Day and Montague.
M r Day, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported as cor

rectly enrolled,
H. R. file, No. 1, an Act staying the School Funds in the hands 

of the holders thereof.
The said Bill was then signed by the Speaker.
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A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herew ith  re tu rn  to the H ouse, in  w hich it originated,
A n  A ct, staying; the Sch-ool Funds in the hands of the holders 

thereof,
T he same having been signed by the P resident of the Senate; 

A nd  then, he w ithdrew .

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives that th e  
Senate have passed the following resolution:

Resolved, By the Senate, (the  H ouse concurring) that the Sen
ate w ill proceed to the H all of the H ouse of R epresentatives, for the 
purpose of electing a C hief Justice  and two A ssociate Justices ofthe 
Suprem e C ourt of the State of Iow a, as soon after the election of 
Senators as the H ouse may agree upon;

A nd then he w ithdrew .
M r Olmstead moved to dispense w ith  the fu rther call of the 

H ouse, (w hich  was pending w hen the H ouse adjourned,) and that 
the H ouse proceed to consider the Senate message relative to the 
election of U nited States Senators.

A nd the question being stated and put,
I t  was decided in the negative, tw o-thirds not voting therefor.
M r Olmstead raised the question of order, that it did not require  

a  tw o-thirds vote on his motion.
T he Chair decided that under the 56th R ule, the order of b u si

ness could not be changed unless by a tw o-thirds vote; nor could 
apy order of the H ouse be rescinded or changed, w ithout one day’s 
notice of the motion therefor.

From  this decision M r Olmstead appealed,
A nd the question was stated: Shall the decision of the Chair stand 

as the judgm ent of the House,
A nd being put,

. ( Y eas 18
I t  w as decided in the negative, |  N ays 19'

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bowie, Coehran, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell, Holland, 

K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, 
Sm yth of L inn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams and W right.

T hose who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Conlee, D ay, G reen, 

H ardy, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague. 
O ’B rien, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

T he Speaker not voting, and 
A bsent, M r H ebard.
So the decision of the Chair was reversed .
T he decision of the Chair being reversed.

10
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T he fu rther call of the H ouse w as accordingly suspended.
T he H ouse then proceeded to the consideration of said message; 
A nd the same being read,
M r Olmstead moved the following resolution:
Resolved, T hat the H ouse notify the Senate that w e w ill meet 

them  in the H all of the H ouse on T hursday, the 17th inst., of D e
cember, at 2 o’clock, P .M ., and proceed to elect tw o Senators to th e .  
Congress of the U nited States; and one C hief Ju stice  and two A s
sociate Justices of the Suprem e C ourt of Iowa.

T he said resolution was read, w hen,
S ir  M orton moved the following substitute:
W hereas, By a resolution officially communicated to this body, 

the Senate has informed the House of R epresentatives that they w ill 
proceed to the Hall of said House, for the purpose of electing tw o 
Senators to rep resen t the State of Iow a in the Congress of the U nited 
States, at 2 o’clock of any day by said H ouse appointed for that p u r
pose, by receiving tw o days previous notice of the day fixed;

A nd, W hereas, I t is, in the opinion of this H ouse, im portant that 
the election of Judges of the Suprem e Court take place previous to, 
or at the same tim e w ith that of Senators to Congress; therefore^ 

Resolved, T hat the H ouse of R epresentatives w ill be prepared 
to receive the Senate On T hursday, 17th inst, at 2 o’clock P . M ., 
for the purpose of electing a C hief Justice  and tw o A ssociate J u s 
tices of the Suprem e C ourt of the State of Iow a; and tw o Sena
tors to rep resen t the State of Iow a in  the Congress of the United 
States.

T he said substitute w as read, w hen,
M r D ay moved the previous question;
A nd the question was stated:
Shall the main question be now put,

A nd being put,

I t  was decided in the negative,

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Conlee, Day, G reen, H ardy , K insm an, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’Brien, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

G oodrell, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, 
Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W righ t and 
M r Speaker Brow ne.

M r H ebard being absent, did not vote.
So the H ouse refused to order the main question.

O n motion of M r Olmstead,
A  call of the H ouse w as ordered and had, and all the members 

found present, w hen the fu rther proceedings under the call w ere 
dispensed w ith.

A  motion was then made by M r Clifton, to so amend the substi-

Y eas— 18, 
N ays— 20.
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tu te  of M r M orton, as to require  the election of Judges and Sena
tors to take place at one and the same time;

A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
T he question then recu rring  upon the substitute of M r M orton, 

to the resolution of M r Olmstead;
And being stated,

I t  was put and disagreed to, when,
On motion of M r Comstock,

T he vote ju s t had on disagreeing to the substitute of M r M orton 
to M r O lm stead’s resolution, was reconsidered.

T h e  question then recu rrin g  upon agreeing to the said resolu-

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

H ebard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, R athbun, 
Sm ith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W righ t and 
M r Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Conlee, D ay, G reen, H ardy, 

K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, 
O lm stead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

So the substitute of M r M orton, as amended on motion of M r 
Clifton, was agreed to, and

T he saiJ-’resolution stands passed in the following w ords: 
/R eso lved , That the H ouse of R epresentatives w ill be prepared to 

receive the Senate on T hursday , the 17th inst., at 2 o’clock P . M ., 
for the purpose of electing a C hief Ju stice  and tw o A ssociate J u s 
tices of the Suprem e C ourt of the State of Io*va; and tw o Senators 
to rep resen t the State of Iow a in the Congress of the U nited States. 
Provided, T hat the election of said officers takes place at one and 
the same time.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly.
H . R . file, No. 7, a Bill for an A ct relative to m echanics’ liens, 

being the order of the day, w as considered in committee of the whole 
H ouse,

M r Steele in the Chair; and,
A fte r some tim e spent therein , the committee rose, and by their 

chairm an reported
T hat the committee had, according to order, had said Bill under 

consideration, and had directed him to report the same w ith  sundry 
amendments.

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said Bill.
T he question w as stated:

W ill the H ouse concur in the said amendments?
A nd pending w hich,

tion,
A nd the question being put: 

W ill the H ouse agree thereto?

I t  was decided in the affirmative. Y eas— 20, 
N ays— 19.
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A  motion was made by M r Olmstead that the fu rther considera
tion of said B ill and its amendments, be indefinitely postponed.

A nd the question being stated and put,
I t was decided in the negative.
T he  question then recu rring  upon agreeing to the said amendm ent 

of the committee of the w hole H ouse,
A nd pending w hich,
On motion of M r Cochran,

T he same was
O rdered, To be referred  to the committee on the Jud iciary .
So the amendments of the committee of the w hole H ouse fell, and 

the B ill was so referred .
On motion of M r Goodrell,

T he  H ouse adjourned until to-m orrow  at 10 o’clock, A . M .

Tuesday Morning, December 15ih, 1846.

M r LelBngwell presented the petition of S. T . M arshall, p ray
ing that the Investigating Committee in  the b ribery  case be discharg
ed, and that the investigation be brought before the H ouse.

The said petition wTas read, w hen
A  motion was made by M r Bowie to lay the same on the table.
A nd the question being put,

I t  was decided in the affirmative,

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, H ebard, H olland, K ing, M 'M anus, M ‘P herrin , 
M orton, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegralf, 
W illiam s, W righ t, and M r Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bonham, Cochran, D ay, G reen, H ardy , K insm an, Leech, 

Leffingvvell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, R ey
nolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore, and W illoughby.

A nd so it was
O rdered , T hat the said petition do lie on the table.

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse that the Senate have passed 
the following resolution, in w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is 
requested,

Resolved, By the Senate, ( th e  H ouse concurring ,) T hat the L e
gislative A ssem bly, of the State of Iow a, w ill adjourn on Saturday, 
the 19th instant, until M onday, the 4th day of January , 1847, and 
that the per diem of all of the members and officers of said Legisla-

Y cas — 22, 
N ays— 17.
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tive  A ssem bly shall cease from and after the day of said adjourn
ment until they  again assemble;

A nd then he w ithdrew .
M r Bonham moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the committee appointed to investigate the case of 

S. T . M arshall, be discharged from the consideration thereof, and 
that the said cause be investigated by the H ouse of R epresentatives, 
w hich is in session.

T he said resolution was read, w hen
A  motion was made by M r Sells, that the same be laid on the 

table.
A nd the question being stated and put,

f  Y 0 q§ __ 2 0
I t  was decided in  the affirmative,  ̂N a y s__ 19'

T he yeas and nays being desired by twro mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, G oodrell, H e- 

bard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M 'P h err in , M orton, R athbun, 
Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W right and 
M r Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Day', G reen, H ardy, 

K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, 
O lmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

So the said resolution was
O rdered, To be laid on the table.
M r Bonham moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the Committee of Investigation, appointed in the 

case of S. T . M arshall, be directed to report said investigation before 
this H ouse, and that theyr report some convenient rules for the con
ducting of said investigation.

T he said resolution wras read, w hen
A  motion was made byr M r Olmstead, to excuse M r K ing from 

v o ting ;
A nd after debate,

A nd the question being stated and put,

I t  was decided in the negative, Yeas — 16,
_ N ays — 22.

T he  yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, G reen, H ardy , Kinsm an, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien , Olmstead, R ey
nolds, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M es srs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, H ebard, H olland, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, 
R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, Smyth of L inn, Sells, Steele, U pde
graff, W illiam s, W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne.

M r K ing not voting.
So the motion to excuse M r K ing from voting was disagreed to.
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T he question then  recu rring  upon agreeing to the resolution 
aforesaid,

A nd  being stated and put,
r Y e a s  20

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, j Nays._-19'
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, D ay, G reen, 

H ardy , Kinsm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, 
O ’B rien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W il
loughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Comstock, Goodrell, H ebard, 

H olland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, Smith of 
M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, W right and M r Spea
k e r B row ne.

So the said resolution w as agreed to.
M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to establish the tim e of holding Tow nship Elections.

M r Olmstead moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the resolution offered by M r Leffingwell, and the 

affidavit and protest of S. T . M arshall, be taken  from the table, and 
placed upon the Journa ls  of this H ouse.

T he said resolution wTas read,
A nd  the question being stated and put,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto ?

r y e a s  .17
I t  was decided in the negative, j  N a y s  20>
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, G reen, H ardy, K insm an, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, R ey
nolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowde, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , 
M orton, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
W illiams, W right and M r Speaker B row ne.

So the resolution was disagreed to.
M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled B ills, reported that they 

have laid before his Excellency the G overnor,
H . R . file, No. 1, A n  A ct staying the School Funds in the hands 

of the holders thereof, w hich was approved by him D ecember 14th, 
1 8 4 6 -

M r M ontague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

H . R . file, No. 8, A  Bill for an A ct to provide compensation to an 
agent to select lands for the use and support of a U niversity ,

W hich was read a first time.
M r H ardy, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,



H O U SE O F R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S. 79

H. R. file, No. 9, A  Bill for an Act to provide for vacating Town 
Plats.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Day, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
' H . R. file, No. 10, A  Bill for an Act to regulate Ju ry  Trials 
before Justices of the Peace, and amendatory to an Act to provide 
for the Election of Justices of the Peace, to prescribe their powers 
and duties, and regulate their proceedings.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Goodrell moved that the report of the committee, to which 

was referred,
H. 11. file. No. 1, Joint Resolution requiring the Auditor to audit 

and allow7 the expenses incurred by the late Convention, and said 
bill be taken from the table, and that the report be rejected, and that 
the bill be read a third time now.

Which motion was put and agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 1, Joint Resolution requiring the Auditor to audit 

and allow the expenses incurred by the late Convention, to form a 
Constitution and State Government for the State of Iowa.

Was accordingly read a third time.
And the question being stated and put,
Shall the bill pass ?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the bill passed.
Ordered, That the chief clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
M r Montague moved to adjourn,
Which motion was put and disagreed to.

^ And then,
On motion of M r Montague,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the 
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners of Louisa county.

The said communication was read, and 
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools.
The Speaker submitted a communication, signed by S. T. M ar

shall, asking that his expenses be paid during duress, and that pro
vision be made for the pay of his witnesses.

The said communication was read,
And after debate,
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,

Ordered, To be laid on the table.
M r Leffingwell moved the following resolution,
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House be authorized 

to procure suitable accommodations for Samuel T. Marshall, a pri-
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soner now in his custody, and that the necessary expenses incurred  
by said M arshall, w hile in custody of the said Sergeant-at-A rm s, 
for his board, &c. be paid by the Sergeant-at-A rm s, at the expense 
o f this State.

T he said resolution w as read,
A nd the question being stated,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto ?

A nd being put,
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the said resolution w as disagreed to.

O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn,
T he following resolution was taken  from the table, and read a 

first time,
Resolved, By the Senate, (the  H ouse concurring ,) T hat the L e

gislative Assem bly, of the State of Iowa, w ill adjourn on Saturday, 
the 19th instant, until Monday, the 4th of January , 1847, and th a t 
the per diem of all the members and officers of said Legislative A s
sembly shall cease, from and after the day of said adjournment, until 
they again assemble.

M r Cochran, by leave, introduced,
H . R . file, No. 4, Jo in t Resolution providing for the election of 

U nited States Senators.
W hich was read a first time.
M r Conlee moved to reconsider the vote had, agreeing to the 

resolution subm itted by M r Bonham, directing the Investigating  
Committee, in  the bribery  case, to report to the H ouse.

T he question was stated,
A nd the question being put,

c Y g j i s  2 0
I t  was decided in  the affirmative, |  N a y s__ 18*
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Blair, Bowie, Conlee, Comstock, Goodrell, 

H ebard, Holland, K ing, M 'M anus, M 'P h err in , M orton, Rathbun, 
Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, W righ t and 
M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, G reen, H ardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

M r Cochran not voting and excused.
So the said vote was reconsidered.
T he question then recu rring  upon agreeing to said resolution, and 

T he question w as stated,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto ?

A nd being put,
I t  w as decided in  the negative.
So the said resolution stands rejected.
M r Cochran moved to suspend the 42d ru le, and that the jo in t 

resolution of the H ouse,
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No. 4, Joint Resolution relative to the election of United States 
Senators,

Be taken from the table, and read a second and third time now; 
And the question being put,
I t  was decided in the negative.
M r Hebard, at his own request, being excused from serving upon 

the committee appointed to investigate the charge of bribery,
The Chair appointed M r Bowie to fill the vacancy made thereby.

On motion of M r Matson,
Senate Resolution relative to the adjournment of botli Houses of 

the General Assembly, was taken from the table, and read a second 
time, when

M r Olmstead moved to amend the same, by striking out all after 
the words 4th of January, 1847.

M r Matson moved to amend the amendment, so as to make both 
Houses, when they adjourn, adjourn on Wednesday, the 23d inst. 
and meet again in four days.

And the question being stated, and put,
\ Y g3.S“ **16

I t  was decided in the negative.  ̂ Nays^ -°3
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M at

son, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn, Sells, Willoughby and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, 

Comstock, Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, 
M ‘M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, 
Whitmore, Williams and M r Speaker Browne.

So the amendment of M r Matson, to the amendment of M r Ofm- 
stead, was disagreed to.

A  motion was then made by M r Goodrell, to amend the motion of 
M r Olmstead, so as when both Houses adjourn, they adjourn on 
Tuesday, the 22d inst.

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
The question then recurring upon the motion of M r Olmstead, 

And being put,
I t was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Olmstead, to add the following 

proviso,
Provided, That all members who stay in the city be allowed their 

per diem.
And the question being stated,
W ill the House agree thereto ?
M r Sells moved the following additional proviso,
Provided, That Judges and United States Senators are elected 

previous to that time.
11
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A nd the question being put,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto ?

I t  w as decided in  the negative, j N ays .21*

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers,
Those w ho voted in the affirmative are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, D ay, H ardy, H olland, 

K ing, M 'P h e rr in , M ontague, Olmstead, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, 
Updegraff, W illoughby and W right.

Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bonham, Bailey, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, G oodrell, 

H ebard, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ‘M anus, 
O ’B rien, R athbun, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn , Steele, W hitm ore, 
W illiam s and M r Speaker B row ne.

So the said amendment w as disagreed to.
M r Olmstead, here, by leave, w ithdrew  his proviso.
M r H ebard moved to amend the resolution, by adding the follow

ing—
A nd all members leaving the seat of governm ent after the day of 

adjournm ent, and absent during the recess, shall receive no per diem 
allowance during the tim e betw een the day of adjournment, and the 
day named for assembling in  the jo in t resolution.

T he said amendment w as read,
A nd the question stated,
W ill the H ouse agree thereto  ?
A nd being put,

I t  w as decided in  the negative, j N ays— 26*
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Bowie, D ay, H ebard, K ing, K insm an, 

Leech, M orton, O ’B rien, Olmstead, Reynolds and Updegraff.
Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, 

Goodrell, G reene, H ardy , H olland, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, 
M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin , M ontague, Rathbun, Smith of M ahaska, 
Sm yth of L inn, Sells, Steele, W hitm ore, W illiam s, W illoughby, 
W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne.

So the amendment of M r H ebard  was disagreed to.
A  motion w as then made by M r Smyth of L inn, to refer the same 

to the Standing Committee on E xpenditu res.
A nd the question being stated and put,
I t  was decided in  the negative ; w hen 

O n motion of M r Olmstead,
T he said resolution was
O rdered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the House. 
A nd then,

On motion of M r Smyth of L inn,
T he H ouse adjourned until to-m orrow, 10 o’clock, A . M .
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Wednesday Morning, December 16th, 1846,

M r Hebard presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des 
Moines county, praying for the passage of a law providing that the 
legal voters of each county be permitted to determine by vote at the 
Township, or some other annual election, whether the County Com
missioners shall grant Licenses for the retailing of intoxicating 
liquors in said county, or not;

Which was read, and,
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be laid on the table.
M r Bonham presented the petition of sundry citizens of Black 

H awk county, praying the Legislature to attach one tier of Town
ships, on the North, to said county;

W hich was read, and,
On motion of M r Leech,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on new • 
Counties.

M r Olmstead gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to change the name of the town of Prairie-la-Porte, in 

the county of Clayton.
M r Day gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to require electors to vote in the Township -or Precinct 

where they reside.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

/ l a m  directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking a donation of land 
for the improvement of Muscatine Island, on the Mississippi river.

Senate lile, No. 3, Joint Resolution accepting the grant of land 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Des Moines river.

Senate file, No. 11, Joint Resolution asking Congress to establish 
a Mail Route from Burlington to Iowa City.

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I also return to the House of Representatives,
H . R. file, No. 6, a Bill for an Act, repealing an A ct authorizing 

the Clerk of the District Court for the county of Lee, to transcribe 
the Records of said Court,

The same having passed the Senate;
And then he withdrew.
H. R. file, No. 4, Joint Resolution providing for the election of 

United States Senators,
Was read a second time, when,
M r Morton moved the following amendment:
A fter the word “ Senators,” in the sixteenth line, insert the words 

“ and the Clerks or Tellers, as the case may be, shall note down op-
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posite to each member’s name, as he votes, the person for whom he 
votes.”

Strike out in the twenty-third line, the words “ the highest num
ber of votes,” and insert in lieu thereof, the words “a majority of 
all the votes given.”

M r Day moved to amend the amendment, by inserting after the 
words “two persons,” in the twenty-third line, the words “ or either 
of them.”

The question being upon the amendment of M r Day to the amend
ment of M r Morton,

And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
The question recurring upon the amendment of M r Morton, as 

amended by M r Day;
And the question was stated:

Will the House agree thereto?
And being put,

It was decided in the affirmative,
. And the resolution amended accordingly, when,

On motion of M r Cochran,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 

And the question was stated:
Shall the resolution pass ?

And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate accordingly.
H . R. file, No. 8, a Bill for an A ct to provide compensation to 

an Agent to select lands for the use and support of a University, 
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, To be referred to the committee on Claims.
H. R. file, No. 9, a Bill for an Act to provide fop vacating Town 

Plats,
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Montague,
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H. R. fde, No. 10, a Bill for an Act to regulate Ju ry  trials be

fore Justices of the Peace, and amendatory to an A ct to provide for 
the election of Justices of the Peace; to prescribe their powers and 
duties; and regulate their proceedings,

Was read a second time, and,
On motion of M r Sells,

Ordered, To be referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the 

Clerk of the Board of Commissioners of Jackson county,
Which was read, and,

On motion of M r Green,
Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools. 
M r Cochran, by leave, moved the following resolution:
Which motion was read, considered and agreed to.
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Whereas, The Senate has, by message, informed the House of 
Representatives that they will proceed to the Hall of this House, 
for the purpose of electing one Chief Justice and two Associate Ju s 
tices of the Supreme Court for the State of Iowa, so soon after the 
election of Senators as the House of Representatives may agree 
upon,

And, W hereas, The House of Representatives have appointed 
Friday, the 18th instant, for the election of Senators to the Congress 
of the United States; Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and he is hereby required to 
notify and inform the Senate that they will be prepared to receive 
them in the Hall of the House of Representatives, on Saturday next, 
the 19th instant, at half past 10 o’clock, A. M ., for the purpose of 
electing one Chief Justice, and two Associate Justices of the Su-- 
preme Court of the State of Iowa, accordingly as in said resolution 
of the Senate expressed.

The Senate were notified accordingly.
M r Conlee, by leave, introduced the following joint resolution:
Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That there be a select com

mittee consisting of one member from each House, to be appointed 
by the presiding officer thereof, to enquire into, investigate and 
report to either House the present condition of the State Penitentia-
ry’W hich was read a first time.

M r Comstock moved to take from the table the resolution of the 
Senate, relative to the adjournment of the General Assembly during 
the Holidays;

And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative,  ̂ w6aS ^o’’ ( Nays— 12.
/  The yeas and nays being desired by two members,

Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Coch

ran, Conlee, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, 
King, Kinsman, Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, Matson, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Whitmore, W il
liams, and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Hardy, Leech, Lyons, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Montague, 

O’Brien, Olmstead, Sells, Updegraff, Willoughby and M r Speaker 
Browne.

So the said resolution was taken from the table.
The said resolution was then read, when,
A  motion was made by M r Cochran to amend the same, by strik

ing out the words “ Saturday, the 19th insl.,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words, “Tuesday, the 22d inst.,”

And the question being put,
I t was agreed to.
M r Sells moved to further amend, by striking out the words, 

M onday , the 4th day o f  January,  and inserting in lieu thereof 
Saturday, the 2d day o f  January.
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A n d  th e  q u estio n  b e in g  pu t,
I t  w as d isag reed  to.
M r  H a rd y  m oved to am end, by  s tr ik in g  ou t th e  w o rd s M o n d a y ,  

the  4 th  d a y  o f  J a n u a r y , and  in se r tin g  in  lie u  th e re o f  M o n d a y ,  the  
2 8 th ins t .

A n d  th e  q u estion  b e in g  pu t,
I t  w as d isag reed  to.
M r  O lm stead  m oved to am end, by  s tr ik in g  ou t th e  w o rd s  M o n 

d a y , the fo u r th  o f  J a n u a r y , and  in se rtin g  in  l ie u  th e re o f  Decem ber  
the m l i ,  1846.

A n d  th e  q u estio n  b e in g  pu t,
c y eas  ,̂  o

I t  w as decid ed  in  th e  negative, j N a y s  2G'

T h e  y eas and nays b e in g  d esired  by  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho vo ted  in th e  affirm ative, are
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , Hard}", L eech , L y o n s, M ‘P h e rr in ,  O ’B rien , 

O lm stead , Sm yth  of L in n , Se lls , W illoughby  and W rig h t.
T h o se  w ho  voted  in th e  negative , a re
M e ss rs  Bailey7, B la ir, B onham , B ow ie, C ochran , C lifton, C onlee, 

C om stock, G oodre ll, H eb ard , H o lland , K in g , K insm an, Leffing- 
w e ll, M atson , M ‘M an u s, M orto n , R a th b u n , R eyno lds, Sm ith  of 
M ah a sk a , S teele , U pdegraff, W h itm o re , W illiam s and M r  S p eak er 
B ro w n e .

So th e  am endm ent o f M r  O lm stead  w as d isag reed  to.
M r  L yons m oved  to lay  th e  sam e on th e  tab le .
A n d  th e  qu estio n  b e in g  p u t,
I t  w as d isag reed  to.
M r  M o n tag u e  m oved th a t th e  sam e be indefin ite ly  postponed. 
A n d  th e  qu estio n  b e in g  sta ted  and pu t,

t Y e a s  12
I t  w as decided  in  th e  n eg ativ e , <  2 7 '

T h e  y eas and nays b e in g  d esired  by  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  H a rd y , K insm an , M 'P h e r r in ,  M orto n , M o n tag u e ,O ’B rien , 

O lm stead , R ey n o ld s , S e lls , W illo u g h b y , W rig h t and M r  S p eak er 
B ro w n e .

T h o se  w ho vo ted  in  th e  negative-, a re
M e ss rs  A n d erso n , B ailey , Blair,- Bonham , Bowfie, C ochran , C lif

ton , C onlee, C om stock, D ay , G oodrell, G re en , H eb ard , H olland, 
K in g , L eech , L effingw ell, L y o n s, M atso n , M 'M a n u s , R a th b u n , 
Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , Sm yth  of L in n , S teele , UpdegralF, W hitm ore  
and W illiam s.

So th e  m otion to indefin ite ly  postpone  w as d isag reed  to.
A n d  a fte r  debate,
O n  m otion of M r  O lm stead,

T h e  said reso lu tio n  w as fu r th e r  am ended, by  s tr ik in g  ou t a ll o f 
th a t p a r t  o f  th e  sam e w h ich  re la tes  to  th e  pay- o f m em bers and offi
cers .

A  m otion w as th en  m ade by M r  O ’B rien  to ad jo u rn .
A n d  the  question  being  pu t,
I t  w as decided  in  the  negative.
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A fte r w hich, and
O n motion of M r Sm yth of L inn,

O rdered, T hat the H ouse adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M . to
m orrow .

Thursday Horning, December I7th, 1846.

M r M ‘M anus presented the petition of sundry  citizens of Scott 
county, praying that a charter he granted to the tow n of D avenport, 
in its corporate name, for a  ferry  at that place.

W hich was read, and
O n motion of M r M 'M anu s,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Committee on Incor
porations.

O n motion of M r M 'M anus,
O rdered, T hat the Select Committee, to w hich w as re fe rred  the 

petition of J .  W ilson, be discharged from the fu rther consideration 
of the same, and that the petition be referred  to the Standing Com
mittee on Incorporations.

M r M 'P h e rr in  presented the petition of sundry citizens of V an  • 
B uren county, praying for an amendment to an A c t entitled an A ct 
to amend an A ct regulating G rocery  L icense.

W hich was read, and
O n motion of M r M 'P h errin ,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to a select committee of 
three.

/  T he Speaker appointed M essrs M 'P h e rr in , O lm stead and L ef- 
fingwell, said committee.

M r M ‘P hcrrin  presented the petition of sundry  citizens of the 
city of K eosauqua, praying the L egislature to amend th e  act incor
porating said city,

W hich was read, and
O n motion of M r Olmstead,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Committee on the J u 
diciary.

M r M orton gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend an A ct entitled an A c t providing for and regu 

lating G eneral Elections.
M r Smyth of L inn moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the committee appointed to investigate all attempts 

at bribery , be instructed to change the ir rales of procedure, in such 
manner as to allow any member of said committee to propose any 
question w hich he may th ink proper, or tha t is in any w ay calcu
lated to elicit the w hole tru th , and test th e  credibility o f w itnesses. 

Pending w hich,
M r Olmstead moved that M r K ing be excused from voting on the
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passage of said resolution, on the ground of being personally inte
rested.

And the question being stated,
Shall Mr King be excused from voting on the ground of being 

personally interested ?
And being put,

It was decided in the negative, \ -^eaS n i’° ( IN ays—24.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead and 
Reynolds.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, M'Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 
Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Lir.n, Sells, Steele, Upde- 
graff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, Wright and M r Speaker 
Browne.

M r King not voting.
So the House decided that Mr King was not personally interest

ed, and should not be deprived of his vote.
When,

M r Sells moved the following proviso to the same,
Provided, That the committee shall have power to reject any ques

tion which they may deem irrelevant.
And the question being stated and put,
I t was decided in the affirmative, jj jg ’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, Good

rell, Hebard, Holland, King, M'Manus, M'Pherrin, Morton, Rath
bun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright 
and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kins

man, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olm
stead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

So the amendment of Mr Sells was agreed to.
M r Day moved the previous question,
And the question was stated,
Shall the main question be now put ?

And being put,
It was decided in the negative.
So the House refused to order the main question.
M r O’Brien moved to lay the resolution on the table.
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative, Yeas 2(jf

Nays 13.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members.



H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S . 89

T hose who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock^ 

Day, G reen, H ardy, H ebard, H olland, Kinsm an, Leech, Leffing- 
w ell, Lyons, M atson, M 'P h e rr in , M orton, M ontague, O ’B rien, R ey
nolds, Smith of M ahaska, UpdegrafF, W hitm ore, W illoughby and 
W right.

T hose w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, G oodrell, K ing, M 'M anus, Olm- 

stead, R athbun, Smyth of L inn, Sells, Steele, W illiam s and M r Spea
k e r  B row ne.

So the motion prevailed, and the resolution was laid on the table. 
M r Cochran moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the chairman, or in case of his absence, any other 

member of the Investigating Committee, appointed by this H ouse to 
investigate the m atter of b ribery , &c. be, and they are hereby autho
rized  to adm inister oaths, w hen necessary, to w itnesses and other 
persons w ho may be sw orn before said committee.

T he said resolution was read.
M r D ay moved an amendment to the same, w hich w as accepted* 
T he said resolution was read as amended;
A nd the question w as stated, W ill the H ouse agree there to?

W hen,
O n motion of M r O ’B rien,

T he same was laid on the table, subject to the order of the House* 
M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 11, A  Bill for an A ct to consolidate the offices of 

Sheriff, Collector and T reasu re r, in  each of the organized counties 
of this State;

W hich was read a first time.
/  M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed B ills, reported 

that they have examined,
H . R . file, No. 9, A  Bill for an A c t to provide for vacating T ow n 

Plats,
A nd find the same correctly engrossed.
H . R . fife, No. 9, A  Bill for an A ct to provide for vacating Tow n 

Plats,
W as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and its title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 3, Jo in t Resolution accepting the g ran t of land 

for the im provem ent of the navigation of the Desmoines river,
W as read a first time.
Senate file, No. 9, Jo in t Resolution asking a donation of land for 

the im provem ent of M uscatine Island, on the M ississippi river,
W as read a first time.
M r Olmstead, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 12, A  Bill for an A ct to change the name of the 

tow n of P rairie-la-Porte , in the county of Clayton.
12
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T he said bill w as read the first time.
M r Leffingwell, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 13, A  Bill for an A ct to establish the time of hold

ing T ow nship  E lections.
O n motion of M r H ebard,

Senate file, No. 11, Jo in t Resolution asking Congress to establish 
a mail route from Burlington to Iow a city,

W as taken from the table, and read a first time;
On motion of M r Kinsm an,

T he Joint Resolution of the Senate relative to the adjournm ent of 
the tw o H ouses, during the holydays.

W as taken from the table, and read a th ird  tim e.
A nd the question was stated,
Shall it pass ? w hen
M r Olmstead moved the previous question.
A nd  the question was stated, Shall the main question be now 

p u t?
A nd  being put,

I t w as decided in the affirmative, j N a y s__ 18*
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Conlee, Comstock, 

G oodrell, G reen, H ebard, Holland, K ing, Kinsm an, Leffingwell, 
M atson, M ‘M anus, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, Steele, W hitm ore 
and W illiam s.

Those who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Cochran, H ardy, Leech, Lyons, M ‘P herrin , 

M orton, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, 
Sells, Updegraff, W illoughby, W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne.

So the motion for the previous question prevailed.
A nd  the main question was ordered and pu t, viz:
Shall it pass ?
A nd decided in  the affirmative. ,
So the said resolution passed as amended.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein .
A fter w hich,
On motion of M r Comstock,

T he H ouse adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r H ebard, from the Standing Committee on W ays and M eans, 
reported

H . R . file, N o. 14, A  B ill for an A ct to provide a loan for th e  
purpose of defraying the expense and paying the creditors of the 
State.

T he said bill was read a first time, and
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On motion of M r H ebard,
O rdered, To be printed.

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed by the Senate to inform the H ouse, that the Senate 
have disagreed to the first amendment of the H ouse to the jo in t re 
solution of the Senate providing for the adjournm ent of the two 
H ouses f and have agreed to the other amendment made thereto.

A nd then, he w ithdrew'.

On motion of M r Cochran,
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the m essage from 

the Senate, re tu rn ing  Senate resolution providing for the adjourn
m ent of the two H ouses, &c. w ith  the first amendment of the House 
thereto  disagreed to.

T he said message wras read, w hen
On motion of M r H ebard,

T he  H ouse receded from its said amendment.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly.

O n motion of M r Sells,
T he resolution instructing  the Standing Committee on W ays and 

M eans to report a R evenue Bill, classifying all lands into first, se
cond and th ird  classes ;

W as taken  from the table.
T he said resolution being read,
M r D ay moved to amend so as to include town lots;
A nd the question being put,
I t  was disagreed to.
T he question recurred ,

/  A nd  the question was put, viz: W ill the H ouse agree thereto ? 
A nd decided in the negative.
So the resolution of M r Sells w as disagreed to.

A nd  then,
O n motion of M r Cochran,

T he H ouse adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-m orrow.

Friday Morning, December 18th, 1846.

M r M atson presented the petition of sundry  citizens of Jones 
and Cedar counties, praying that a State road be laid out and located, 
from the tow'n of F airv iew , in Jones county, to in tersec t the road 
leading from D avenport to M arion.

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r M atson,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Standing Committee 
on Roads and H ighw ays.

M r D ay moved the following resolution,
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Resolved, T hat the Select Committee, appointed to investigate the 
case of S. T . M arshall and others, he directed to continue their 
labors during the recess of the G eneral A ssem bly, or until they are 
p repared  to report the ir progress to this H ouse ; and that all ques
tions pu t to w itnesses, by any member of said committee, shall bo 
relevant, unless overruled by a m ajority of tw o th irds.

T he said resolution was read, w hen
M r Goodrell moved to lay the same on the table.
A nd the question being stated and put,

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, j N a y s  Iff'

T he  yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Conlee, Com

stock, Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , 
M orton, Ratlibun, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegralf, 
W hitm ore, W illiams, W right and M r Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, D ay, G reen, H ardy , K insm an, Leech, 

Lelfingw ell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O ’B rien, Olmstead, R ey
nolds, Smyth of L inn  and W illoughby.

So the said resolution was laid on the table.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r ;

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives, that the 
Senate have passed, w ith  an amendment, the Jo in t Resolution of the 
H ouse, (N o . 4 ,)  Jo in t Resolution relative to the election of U nited 
States Senators, so as to make said resolution read as follows, to w it:

Resolved, by the G eneral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, T hat 
the Senate and H ouse of R epresentatives of said State, m eet to
gether in the hall of said H ouse on F riday , the 18th instant, at half 
past eleven, A . M . of said day, and proceed and elect tw o Senators 
to the Congress of the U nited States ; and that the m anner in w hich 
said election shall be conducted shall be as follows, to w it :  T he 
names of the members voting in jo in t election, as aforesaid, shall be 
called alphabetically, and upon the call of each m em ber’s name, he 
shall vote for one person for the office of U nited States S en a to r; 
and the clerks or te llers, as the case may be, shall note down oppo
site to each m em ber’s name, as he votes, the name of the person for 
whom he votes. A nd after all of the names of the members of the 
G eneral A ssem bly shall have been called over, the clerks or tellers, 
as the case may be, shall count the num ber of votes given for each 
and every person voted for, and the person having a majority of all 
the votes given for Senator, as aforesaid, shall be declared to have 
been duly elected.

Sec. 2 . A nd thereupon, the said G eneral A ssem bly, in jo in t con
vention, as aforesaid, shall proceed to elect another Senator, in the 
m anner aforesaid.

A nd then he w ithdrew .
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On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said message.
The said amendment was read;
And the question was stated, Will the House agree thereto?

And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative, \ -JveaS’ ( Nays—. 1.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clif

ton, Conlee, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Hol
land, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, 
M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
Whitmore, 'Williams, Willoughby and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M r Wright.
So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
Mr Cochran moved to take from the table the Joint Resolution of 

the House, relative to appointing a committee of inquiry and investi
gation into the present condition of the State Penitentiary.

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Day, from the Standing Committee on Enrolled Bills, report

ed as correctly enrolled, the bill,
H. R. file, No. 6, entitled, An Act repealing An act to authorize 

the Clerk of the District Court for the county of Lee, to transcribe 
the records of said court; approved January 16, 1846.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled act.
Mr Olmstead, by leave, previous notice having been given, intro

duced,
H. R. file, No. 15, A Bill for An Act to provide for the holding 

of General Elections.
The said bill was read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr Comstock,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House.
Senate file, No. 3, Joint Resolution accepting the grant of land by 

Congress for the improvement of the navigation of the Desmoines 
river,

Was read a second time, when,
On motion of Mr Smith of Mahaska,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 
passed, and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution, asking a donation of land by 
Congress for the improvement of Muscatine island, on the Missis
sippi river.

Was read a second time, when,
On motion of M r Sells,
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T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the same read a th ird  time, 
passed, and its title agreed to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly.
M r Leffingwell moved to adjourn until ha lf past eleven o’clock, 

A . M .
W hich motion w as pu t and disagreed to.
Senate file, No. 11, Jo in t Resolution asking Congress to establish 

a  mail route from B urlington to Iow a city,
W as read a second time, w hen,

On motion of M r W illiams,
T he  42d ru le  was suspended, and the same read a th ird  time, pass

ed, and title agreed to.
O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk notify the Senate thereof.
H . R . file, No. 11, A  Bill for A n A ct to consolidate the offices of 

sheriff, collector and treasu re r, in  each of the organized counties of 
th is State,

W as read a second time.
H . R . file, No. 12, A  Bill for A n A ct to change the name of P ra- 

rie-la-Porte , in the county of Clayton,
W as read a second time, w hen,

O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn,
T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the same w as read a th ird  time, 

passed, and its title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R . file, N o. 5, Jo in t Resolution relative to investigating the 

condition of the State Penitentiary,
W as read a second time, w hen,
M r Cochran moved to amend the same by strik ing  out the w ords 

one from each H ouse, and inserting  the w ords one from this H ouse 
and tw o from the Senate.

W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to, w hen,
O n motion of M r Cochran,

T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the same read a th ird  time and 
passed.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 
Senate therein .

A  message from the Senate, by M r  R ussell, th e ir Secretary .
M r  SrEAKER!

I  am instructed  to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives that the 
Senate w ill, in accordance w ith the Join t Resolution passed both 
H ouses, m eet the H ouse of R epresentatives at half past eleven 
o’clock, A . M . on the 18th instant, in jo in t convention, for the p u r
pose of electing tw o U nited States Senators.

A nd  then  he w ithdrew .

M r Cochran, by leave, moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the Sergeant-at-arm s be, and he is hereby d irect

ed, to fix w ith one pulley and w eight the left w ing of the outer door
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of this H all, so that the same may sw ing and rem ain shut w ithout
the aid of the latch.

T he said resolution w as read,
A nd  the question being put, W ill the H ouse agree there to?
I t  w as decided in the negative.
So the said resolution was disagreed to.
M r Sells gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to exem pt from taxation improvements upon land.
M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend A n  A c t entitled A n act regulating m arriages. 
M r Cochran moved to adjourn until half past eleven o’clock. 
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r D ay moved a call of the H ouse, w hich was ordered and had, 

and absent members sent for; and after some tim e the absent mem
bers appearing in  their seats, the fu rther call of the H ouse was dis
pensed w ith.

J O I N T  M E E T I N G  OP T H E  G E N E R A L  A SS E M B L Y  IN

C O N V E N T I O N .

T he hour fixed for the election of U nited States Senators having 
arrived, and the Senate having appeared agreeably to previous no
tice given, the tw o Houses resolved them selves into Jo in t Conven
tion for the purpose of electing Senators to represen t the State of 
Iow a in the Congress of the U nited States. M r Speaker Brow ne 
acting as P resident of the Convention; and the C hief (pierk of the 
H ouse as Secretary thereof.

T he Senate having taken the seats assigned them by  the P res i
dent of the Convention,

T he  roll of the Senate w as then  called by their Secretary,
W hen it appeared that all of the members of that body w ere  p re 

sent.
A fter which,

On motion of M r D avis, of the Senate,
T he roll of the G eneral A ssem bly w as read, and the names of the 

m embers respectively, w ere  called by the Secretary of the Conven
tion, w hen it appeared that all the members of both branches th e re 
of w ere present, and answ ered to their names.

T he Convention then proceeded to the election of Senators. 
M essrs Benton, of the Senate, and Bowie, of the H ouse, acting as 

T ellers;
A nd after the roll had been called by the Secretary , and the mem

bers had all voted,
I t  appeared that

Jonathan M cC arty  had received 29 votes,
Thomas S. W ilson “ 28 “
G. C. It. M itchell “  1 vote.

Those who voted for Jonathan M cC arty, are 
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, B row ne of L ee, Brow ning, 

Clifton, Cochran, Conlee, Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, H uner, Jay , 
K ing, M 'M anus, M 'P h err in , M orton, R athbun, Sanford, Sells,
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Smith of M ahaska, Springer, Sprott, Steele, Updegraff, Wheeler, 
Williams and W right.

Those who voted for Thomas S. Wilson, are 
M essrs Bailey, Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bonham, Bradley, Brown 

of Jefferson, Crawford, Day, Davis, Green, Harbour, Hardy, Hughes, 
Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, 
Olmstead, Reynolds, Selman, Smyth of Linn, W hittaker, Whitmore 
and Willoughby.

Those who voted for G. C. R . Mitchell, are 
M r Fullenwider.
No one having received a majority of the whole vote cast,
The President announced to the Convention that no election had 

been effected; and that the Convention would proceed to a second 
voting.

Pending which,
M r Bradley moved that the Convention adjourn;
And the question being put, viz: W ill the Convention adjourn?

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—30*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bonham, Bradley, Brown 

of Jefferson, Crawford, Day, Davis, Greene, Harbour, Hardy, 
Hughes, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingweli, Lyons, Matson, Montague, 
O’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Selman, Smyth of Linn, W hittaker, 
Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Browning, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Conlee, Fullenwider, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, H uner, 
Jay, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sanford, Sells, 
Smith of Mahaska, Springer, Sprott, Steele, Updegraff, Wheeler, 
Williams, W right and M r President Browne.

So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to.
And after debate,

M r Harbour moved to adjourn;
And the question being stated,

And pending which,
A  call of the Convention was ordered and had, and all the mem

bers being found present, the further call of the Convention was 
dispensed with.

The question recurring upon the motion to adjourn;
And, after debate,

And the question being put, I t was disagreed to.
So the Convention refused to adjourn.

And, after debate,
M r Hardy moved to adjourn until the fourth day of January,

And the question being put, viz: W ill the Convention adjourn 
until the 4th of January, 1847?

( Yeas 28It was decided in the negative, |  jq-
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T he yeas and nays being  desired b y  tw o m em bers,
T hose w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs B ailey , Baker, Benton, B isse ll, Bonham, Bradley, Browfi 

o f  Jefferson, Crawford, D ay, D av is, G reen, Harbour, H ardy, 
H ugh es, K insm an, L eech , L effingw ell, L yons, M atson, M ontague, 
O ’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Selm an, Sm yth of L inn, W hittaker, 
W hitm ore and W illoughby.

T hose w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, B ow ie, B row ning, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Conlee, F u llenw id er, G oodrell, H ebard, Holland, H uner, 
Jay, K ing, M ‘M anus, M 'P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, Sanford, Se lls , 
Sm ith of M ahaska, Springer, Sprott, S teele , Updegraff, W heeler, 
W illiam s, W right and M r President B row ne.

So the motion of M r H ardy to adjourn w as disagreed to.
A n d after debate,

M r B isse ll m oved to adjourn until the fifth o f January.
A n d the question being put, W ill the Convention adjourn until 

the 5th of January, 1847?

It w as decided in the negative, j N ays— 3 0

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
T hose w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs B ailey, Baker, Benton, B isse ll, Bonham, Bradley, B row n  

of Jefferson, Crawford, D ay , D avis, G reen, Harbour, H ardy, 
H ugh es, K insm an, L eech , L effingw ell, L yons, M atson, M ontague, 
O ’Brien, Olmstead, R eynolds, Selm an, Sm yth of Linn, W hittaker, 
W hitm ore and W illoughby.

T hose w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, B ow ie, B row ning, Clifton, Cochran, 

Com stock, C onlee, F u llenw id er , G oodrell, H ebard, H olland, H uner, 
Jay, K ing, M 'M anus, M 'P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, Sanford, Se lls , 
Sm ith o f M ahaska, Springer, Sprott, S teele , Updegraff, W heeler, 
W illiam s, W right and M r P resident B row ne.

So the motion to adjourn w as disagreed to.
A n d  after debate,

A  motion w as made by M r Springer, that no further motion to 
adjourn be entertained by the Chair previous to the taking another 
vote.

A n d  pending w hich,
A n d , after debate,
M r H ughes m oved to adjourn until to-morrow7.
A n d  the question being put, W ill the Convention adjourn until 

to-m orrow.

It w as decided in the negative* j N ays 3 0 ’

T he yeas and nays being  desired by tw o m em bers,
T hose w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs B ailey , B aker, Benton, B isse ll, Bonham, Bradley, B row n  

of Jefferson, Crawford, D ay, G reen, Harbour, H ardy, H ughes, 
K insm an, L eech, L effingw ell, L yons, M atson, M ontague, O ’Brien, 
O lm stead, R eynolds, Selm an, W hittaker, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

13
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T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  n eg ativ e , a re
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , B lair, B ow ie , B ro w n in g , C lifton, C o ch ran , 

C om stock, C onlee, F u lle n w id e r , G oodrell, H eb ard , H o lland , H u n e r , 
J a y ,  K in g , M ‘M an u s, M ‘P h e rr in , M orto n , R a th b u n , Sanford , S e lls , 
S m ith  o f M ah ask a , S p rin g e r, S p ro tt, S teele , U pdegraff, W h e e le r , 
W illiam s, W rig h t and M r  P re s id e n t B ro w n e .

M e ss rs  D avis and Sm yth  of L in n , not vo ting .
So th e  m otion of M r  H u g h e s  to a d jo u rn  u n til to -m orrow  w as d is

a g reed  to.
T h e  q u estio n  th en  re c u rr in g  upo n  th e  m otion of M r  S p rin g e r, 

A n d  p end ing  w h ich ,
A n d , a fte r  debate,
M r  C ochran  m oved th a t th e  C onvention  p ro ceed  n ow  to a  second 

vo ting .
A n d  th e  q u estio n  b e in g  sta ted , W ill th e  H o u se  p ro ceed  to  a  

second voting? w h en
A  m otion w as m ade by  M r  D ay , to  in d efin ite ly  postpone th e  

m otion o f M r  C ochran .
A n d  p en d in g  w h ich ,

M r  H u g h e s  m oved to ad jo u rn .
A n d  a fte r  debate,
T h e  q u estio n  b e in g  p u t, W ill th e  C onvention  a d jo u rn ?

c y eas 28
I t  w as decided  in th e  n eg a tiv e ,  ̂ N a y s  3o '

T h e  y eas and  nays b e in g  d es ired  b y  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w ho  vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , B a k e r, B enton, B isse ll, B onham , B rad ley , B ro w n  

of Je ffe rso n ,C raw fo rd , D ay , D av is , G reen , H a rb o u r , H a rd y , H u g h e s , 
K in sm an , L eech , L effingw ell, L y o n s, M atso n , M ontague, O ’B rien , 
O lm stead , R eyno lds, Selm an, Sm yth  o f L in n , W h itta k e r , W h itm o re  
and W illoughby .

T h o se  w ho  voted  in  th e  negative , a re
M e ss rs  A n d e rso n , B la ir, B ow ie, B ro w n in g , C lifton, C ochran , 

C om stock, C onlee, F u lle n w id e r , G oodrell, H eb ard , H olland , H u n e r , 
J a y ,  K ing , M ‘M an u s, M 'P h e r r in ,  M o rto n , R ath b u n , Sanford, Sells , 
Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , S p rin g e r, S p ro tt, S teele , U pdegraff, W h ee le r , 
W illiam s, W rig h t and M r  P re s id e n t B ro w n e .

So th e  m otion of M r  H u g h es to ad jo u rn , w as d isag reed  to . * 

A n d  a fte r  debate,
M r  B rad ley  m oved th a t th e  C onvention  ad jo u rn  to  m eet on th e  

fifth  o f  J a n u a ry  n ex t, a t 2  o’c lock , P . M .
A n d  th e  question  b e in g  sta ted  and pu t,

I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative, j  N a y s -  2 s '

T h e  y eas and  nays b e in g  d e s ired  b y  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w h o  vo ted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , B ak er, B enton, B isse ll, B onham , B ro w n  o f Je ffe r

son, C lifton, C onlee, C raw fo rd , D ay , D av is , G reen , H a rb o u r, H a r 
d y , H u g h e s , K insm an , L eech , L effingw ell, L y o n s, M atso n , M o n 
tag u e , O ’B rien , O lm stead , R eyno lds, Selm an, Sm yth  o f L in n , W h it
ta k e r , W h itm o re  and W illoughby .

T h o se  w ho voted  in  th e  n eg ativ e , a re .
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M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Brow ning, Cochran, Comstock, 
Goodrel'l, H ebard, Holland, H uner, Jay , K ing, M 'M anus, M 'P h e r- 
rin , M orton, R athbun, Sanford, Sells, Smith of M ahaska, Spring
er, Sprott, Steele, Updegraff, W heeler, W illiam s, W righ t and M r 
P residen t B row ne.

So the motion of M r B radley w as agreed to.
A nd it was

O rdered, T hat the Convention adjourn to m eet on]_the fifth of 
January , 1847, at 2 o’clock, P . M .

T he Senate retiring .
O n motion of M r Lyons,

T he H ouse adjourned until 3 o’clock, P . M .

8 o’clock, P. 31.

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herew ith  re tu rn  to the H ouse of R epresentatives H . R . file, N o. 
1, Jo in t Resolution requ iring  the A uditor to audit and allow the ex
penses incurred  by the late Convention, the same having passed the 
Senate;

A nd then  he w ithdrew .

H . R . file, N o. 14, A  B ill for A n  A ct to provide a loan for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses and paying the creditors of the 
State,

W as read a second time, w hen
M r Leffingwell moved to amend said bill, by filling the first blank 

w ith the w ord fifty.
/  W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to.

M r M atson moved to fu rther amend the same, by inserting  in  the 
second blank in said bill the word seven.

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
M r Bowie moved to fu rther amend the same by inserting  in  the 

th ird  blank the name of F . J .  C. Peasley.
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r H ardy moved to amend the same, by inserting  in the th ird  

blank the name of E lisha C utler, junior, Secretary of State.
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Lyons moved to amend the first line im the fifth section th ere 

of, so as to make the same read as follows: “ That the G overnor 
be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint an agent;”

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Day moved to amend said bill by strik ing  out the w ord “ m ore,” 

in  the third line of the th ird  section, and insert the w ord “ less,”  in  
lieu thereo f; and also to strike  out the w ords “ one per cent, below ,” 
in the same line;

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Goodrell moved to amend said bill by inserting  in  the th ird  

blank, the name of “ E z ra  B liss;”
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W hich motion was p u t and agreed to.
M r D ay moved to fu rther amend by inserting  after the w ord “ to- 

w it,”  in  the sixth line of the fifth section, the following w ords : 
“ that the expenses incurred  by the tw o Conventions, for the forma
tion of a Constitution of the S tate,” and erase, after the w ord “ L e 
g is la tu re ,”  in the sixth line, to the w ord “ S tate,”  inclusive, in  the 
seventh line;

A nd the question being stated, and put,

I t  w as decided in  the negative. j N ays—-30
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, D ay, Leech, Lyons, M atson, M orton, W hitm ore 

and M r Speaker B row ne.
T hose w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Con- 

lee, Comstock, Goodrell, G reen, H ardy, H ebard, H olland, K ing, 
K insm an, Leffingwell, M 'M anus, M 'P h e rr in , M ontague, O ’B rien, 
Olmstead, R athbun, R eynolds, Smith of M ahaska, Smyth of L inn, 
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams and W illoughby.

So the amendment of M r D ay was disagreed to.
M r Smith of M ahaska moved to fu rther amend by strik ing  out 

all after the w ord “mentioned,”  in  the fifth line of the fifth section 
to the w ords “ to w it,”  in the sixth line of said section,

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to, w hen  
O n motion of M r Day,

T he following was added to said bill as the sixth section thereof, 
and the section num bered six  altered to seven.

Section 6. Said agent shall give security  in  double the sum 
hereby authorized to be loaned, to the T reasu re r of the State for 
the faithful performance of the services and duties required  by this 
act, said security  to be approved by the G overnor of this State, 
w hen

O n motion of M r Leffingwell,
T he 42d ru le  was suspended and the said bill read  a th ird  time, 

passed, and its title agreed to.
O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly.
M r Leffingwell, the 41st ru le  having been suspended for that 

purpose, introduced a bill
H . R . file, No. 16, A  Bill for an act, to postpone the annual ses

sion of the Suprem e C ourt.
T he said bill was read a first tim e, w hen 

O n motion of M r Leffingwell,
T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the said bill read a second 

time, w hen
On motion of M r Bowie,

T he 42d ru le  w as suspended and the same read a th ird  time. 
A nd  the question being stated, shall it pass?

A nd being put,



H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S . 101

c Yeas - 14
I t  w as decided in  the negative,  ̂ j N ays .18 *

T he yeas and nays being desired by  tw o mem bers,
T hose who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bowie, Clifton, Conlee, H ebard, Holland, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, O lmstead, Reynolds, Sm yth of L inn, 
Updegraff and W hitm ore.

T hose who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, D ay, H ardy, K ing, L eech, M ‘M a- 

nus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, M ontague, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, 
Sells, Steele, W illiam s, W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne.

So the said bill w as rejected, and then 
O n motion of M r Holland,

T he H ouse adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-m orrow.

Saturday Morning, December I9th, 1846.

T he Speaker appointed M r Conlee on the part o f the H ouse a* 
one of the committee to act in  conjunction w ith  a committee of two, 
to be appointed on the part of the Senate, to examine into the con
dition of the State Penitentiary, in  accordance w ith  a Jo in t Resolu
tion passed to that effect.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate thereof.
M r Lyons presented  the petition of sundry  citizens of Jefferson 

county praying for the passage of a law  to prevent the sale of intox
icating drinks,

W hich was read, and 
O n motion of M r Lyons,

/  O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the select committee of 
w hich M r M ‘P herrin  is chairman, and to whom sim ilar petitions 
w ere  referred .

M r M 'P h e rr in  presented the following Protest,
W hich was ordered to be spread on the Journals.
I  protest against the adjournm ent of the G eneral A ssem bly, from 

Saturday the 19th inst., until January  4th, 1847, for the following 
reasons:

Because it is spending too much time, and consequently the peo
p le ’s money, in doing nothing but commemorating practices and 
customs w hich should be abolished, being the relics of darker ages; 
because it is setting a very  bad precedent in the people’s R epresen
tatives adjourning for so great a length of tim e at the people’s cost, 
under the p resent pecuniary em barrassm ent of the State, in  assum 
ing new  responsibilities;

Because it is unjust, in compelling members in  the minority, vot
ing against the adjournm ent, who are here ready and w illing to 
proceed w ith legislative business, to rem ain idle and on expenses, 
doing nothing for the ir constituents during such adjournment;

Because it is a profligate w aste o f time, little business having
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b een  a ccom p lish ed  thu s far, to adjourn at th e  tim e p rop osed , and  
m ore e sp e c ia lly , b eca u se  th ere  h a s, as y e t , b een  no e lec tio n  o f  U n it
ed  States S en ators, or J u d g es  o f  the  S u p rem e C ourt o f  the  S tate, 
w h ic h  the p eop le  fu lly  ex p ec ted  and d esired  before th is  time;

A n d  b eca u se  o f  th e  e v ils  w h ic h  w il l  return , upon the  con ven in g  
o f  th e  G en era l A sse m b ly , and w h ich  has so  lar  in terru p ted  the  due  
co u rse  o f  leg isla tio n  b y  in trodu cin g  w ith in  the  H a lls  o f  the r e sp e c 
t iv e  H o u se s , crow d s o f  app licants for p la ces , w h o se  p resen ce  in te r 
ru p t and d istract th e  d elib eration s o f  th e  G en era l A sse m b ly .

S ig n ed , A N D E R S O N  M ‘P H E R R I N ,
R ep resen ta tiv es  H a ll, D e c . 18th , 1S46‘.

A  m essa g e  from  the S en ate , b y  M r  R u ss e ll ,  th e ir  Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  h e r e w ith  return  to  th e  H o u se  o f  R ep resen ta tiv es  the  B ill  o f  th e  
H o u se , N o . 14 , en titled , A n  A c t  to  p rovid e for a loan for th e  p u r
p o se  o f  d efra y in g  the  e x p e n se s  and p ay in g  th e  cred itors o f  the  S tate.

T h e  sam e h a v in g  p a ssed  the  S en ate , w ith  am endm ents, in  w h ich  
th e  co n cu rren ce o f  th e  H o u se  is  req u ested .

A n d  th en  h e  w ith d r e w .

O n m otion  o f  M r  S m yth  o f  L in n ,
T h e  H o u se  p roceed ed  to co n sid er  sa id  am endm ent.
T h e  am endm ent b e in g  read,
T h e  q u estio n  w a s stated , W il l  th e  H o u se  a g ree  th e re to ?

A n d  b e in g  p u t,

I t  w a s d ecid ed  in  th e  affirm ative, $ ivreaS ^<7’ { N a y s—  7.
T h e  y e a s  and nays b e in g  d esir ed  b y  tw o  m em b ers,
T h o se  w h o  v o ted  in  th e  affirm ative, are
M e s sr s  A n d erso n , B la ir , B onham , B o w ie , G ood rell, G reen , H e -  

bard, K in sm an , L e ffin g w e ll, L y o n s , M atson , O lm stead , R ey n o ld s, 
S m yth  o f  L in n , S e lls ,  S te e le , U p d egraff, W illia m s, W rig h t and M r  
S p ea k er  B r o w n e .

T h o se  w h o  v o ted  in  th e  n eg a tiv e , are
M e s s r s  C ochran , C lifton , D a y , M ‘M a n u s, M 'P h e r r in , M orton  

and O ’B r ie n .
M e ssr s  B a ile y , C om stock , C o n lee , H ard y , H ollan d , K in g , L e e c h , 

M on tagu e , R athbun , S m ith  o f  M ah a sk a , W h itm ore and W illo u g h b y , 
n ot vo ting .

S o  the  sa id  am endm ent o f  the  S en ate  w a s concurred  in .
O rd ered , T h at th e  C h ie f  C lerk  n otify  th e  Sen ate a ccord in g ly .
M r  L e ff in g w e ll, in  p u rsu an ce o f  p rev io u s n otice , a sk ed , obtained  

le a v e , and in trodu ced  a b ill,
H . R . file , N o . 17 , en titled  A  B il l  for an  act to  rep ea l certa in  

parts o f  A n  A c t  reg u la tin g  m arriages.
T h e  said  b ill w a s read a first t im e , and 

O n  m otion  o f  M r  G ood rell,
R eferred  to th e  S tan d in g  C om m ittee on th e  J u d ic ia ry .
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M r Day, from the Committee on E nrolled B ills, reported  as cor
rectly  enrolled the bill of the H ouse, -

H . R . file, No. 14, entitled A n  A ct to provide for a loan to de
fray the expenses and pay the creditors of the State.

T he Speaker then signed the above entitled act.
A nd  then,

O n motion of M r Lyons,
T he H ouse adjourned, until 2  o’clock, P . M . M onday, January 

the 4th, 1847.

Monday Morning-, January 4th, 1847.

M r Cochran, of L ee county, announced the death of R euben S . 
Conlee, a member elect of this H ouse from the county of L ee, in 
the following w ords, to w it:

M r  S p e a k e r :
I t  is w ith undisguised sorrow  that I  rise  in my place to announce 

to this H ouse the death of the H on. R euben Conlee, of L ee county, 
who died at his lodgings in this city, on W ednesday, the.23d  of 
D ecem ber last, at the close of. a short bu t painful illness of only 
four days.

T he deceased had passed the zenith of his manhood, and at the 
tim e of his death, was slowly w earing away into the “ lean and slip
pered pantaloon of age.” B ut it is eminently the pleasure of the 
friends and relatives of the deceased, to look back along the life of 
usefulness and moral excellence that he pursued.

Since he sat his foot upon the floor of this H ouse, as a member of 
this body, the seducer approached him, coiling him self in the scaly 
folds of his cautious bribery  ; bu t his manly v irtue, patriotism and 
great integrity  of heart, made him invulnerable to the ir attem pts, 
and he rose superior to offered w ealth  and favor, and was saved to 
his country and his family spotless and unblem ished. A nd sir, though 
he fell beneath the stroke of the ty ran t m onster, far from his home 
and family, and a loving wife and numerous offspring w ere  not p e r
m itted to smooth his dying pillow: yet he w eakened the force of 
th e ir g rief by leaving them  the grateful assurance that his dying 
bed was surrounded w ith long and tried  friends, w ho tenderly ad
m inistered to his every w a n t; and more than all, that his m ourning 
family might learn that his peace was made w ith  his C reator.

A fte r which,
M r Cochran moved the following resolutions,
W hich w ere read, considered and unanim ously agreed to,
Resolved, T hat a select committee of th ree be appointed to ad

dress a letter of condolence to the w idow and family of the de
ceased.

Resolved, T hat the members and officers of the Senate and House 
of R epresentatives testify the ir respect for the deceased, by wear
ing the usual badge of m ourning for the space of th irty  days.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate accordingly.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed by the Senate to inform the House that the Senate 
have concurred in the resolution of the House testifying their re
spect for the memory of Reuben S. Conlee, deceased, by wearing 
the usual badge of mourning for the space of thirty days.

And then he withdrew.

And then,
On motion of M r Cochran,

The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Tuesday Morning, January 5th, 1847.

M r Leffingwell presented the petition of one hundred citizens of 
Lyons township, in Clinton county, praying the continuation of the 
commissioners’ road across an out-lot in the town of L yons; and 

On motion of M r Leffingwell, -  
Ordered, That the reading he dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
M r Lyons presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson 

county, praying for a review and extension of the territorial road 
leading from Fairfield, in Jefferson county, to the old boundary line 
in the direction of Raccoon Forks ; and 

On motion of M r Lyons,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to a select committee.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Lyons, Kinsman and Smith of 

Mahaska, said committee.
M r Goodrell presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ash

ington county, praying the location of a road from Walling’s land
ing, on the Mississippi river, via Grandview, Fredonia, Columbus 
city, Crawfordsville, Washington, Sigourney, Oskaloosa, and so on 
west.

The said petition was read, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and 
Highways.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jackson, 
Jones and Cedar counties, praying for the location of a State road, 
commencing at Canton, in Jackson county, and terminating at a point 
near Prior Scott’s, in Cedar county, and,

On motion of M r Green,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
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M r Sells presented the petition of H . M . V ance, of Desmoines 
county, praying for the passage of various law s therein  named.

T he said petition w as read, w hen
M r Sells moved to refer to the Standing Committee on Tow nship 

and County Organization;
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Bowie moved to refer to the delegation from M uscatine coun

ty.
W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
A nd the said petition referred  accordingly.

- M r M ‘P herrin  presented the memorial of sundry citizens of V an 
B uren county, praying for an alteration of the presen t common 
school law .

T he said petition was read, and 
O n motion of M r M 'P h errin ,

O rdered, To be referred  to the Standing Committee on Schools.
M r M orton presented the petition of one hundred ladies o f M ount 

Pleasant, in  H enry  county, praying for a repeal of the p resen t L i
cense L aw , and for the passage of such law s as w ill most likely 
preven t the traffic in ardent spirits.

T he said petition was read, and 
O n motion of M r M orton,

O rdered, To be referred  to the Select Committee, to  whom simi
lar petitions w ere  referred .

M r M orton presented  the petition of sundry  citizens of H en ry  
county, praying the passage of a  law  authorizing the legal voters to 
determ ine by vote w hether license shall be granted for retailing 
intoxicating drinks ; and

On motion of M r M orton,
, O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith, and that the peti

tion be referred  to the Select Committee to w hich sim ilar petitions 
w ere  referred .

M r Goodrcll presented tw o petitions of sundry  citizens of W ash
ington county, praying for the passage of a law  to preven t the sale 
o f intoxicating drinks; and

O n motion of M r Goodrell,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and that the same 

be referred  to the Select Committee to whom sim ilar petitions w ere  
referred .

M r Cochran presented  the petition of N athan G ray ham, of 
Charleston tow nship, in  L ee  county, relative to m atters therein  
specified ; and

O n motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and that the same 

be referred  to the Standing Committee on Claims.
M r Smith, of M ahaska, presented the petition of sundry  citizens 

of M ahaska county, praying for the passage of a law  to authorize 
the commissioners to establish a State road from the north-w est cor
ner of the public square in  O skaloosa, in  M ahaska county, to K nox
ville in  M arion county; and 

14
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On motion of M r Smith,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and the same refer

red  to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
M r Updegraff presented the petition of sundry citizens of H enry 

county, praying for the passage of a law to prevent the sale of in
toxicating d rin k s;

On motion of M r Updegraff,
Ordered, That the reading of the same be dispensed with, and the 

same be referred to the Select Committee to whom similar petitions 
w ere referred.

M r Smyth, of Linn, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Franklin township, in Linn county, praying for the passage of an 
A ct in relation to the distribution of the school funds.

The said petition was read, and 
On motion of M r Smyth,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools, 
with instructions to report immediately.

M r Clifton presented the petition of sundry citizens of the coun
ties of Lee and Van Buren, praying the location of a State road from 
W est Point, in Lee county, to Bonaparte, in Van Buren county.

On motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
M r Green presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jackson 

county, praying for an amendment to the A ct in relation to the ju r is 
diction of Justices of the Peace.

On motion of M r Green,
The reading was dispensed with, and the same be referred to the 

Standing Committee on the Judiciary.
M r Updegraff presented the petition of sundry citizens of H enry 

county, praying for the location of a State road therein named.
The said petition was read, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, To be referred to the delegation from the counties of 

Henry and Washington.
M r Rathbun presented the petition of sundry citizens of the coun

ties of Linn and Cedar, praying for the enactment of a special law 
to incorporate a part of Cedar and a part of Linn counties into one 
School District.

The said petition was read, and 
On motion of M r Rathbun,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools. 
M r Morton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Henry 

county, praying for the passage of a law to abolish capital punish
ment ; and

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee on the Judiciary.
M r Day presented the petition of sundry citizens of Muscatine
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county, praying for the passage of a law  to provide for the payment 
of persons who w ere  engaged in the difficulties w ith  the State of 
M issouri, in  relation to the southern boundary of the T errito ry  of 
Io w a ; and

On motion of M r D ay, ,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and that the same 

be referred  to the Standing Committee on Claims.
M r M orton presented the petition of sundry citizens of the coun

ties of H enry  and W ashington, praying for the passage of an act to 
increase the bounty on w olf scalps ; and 

On motion of M r M orton,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and that the same 

be referred  to the committee on agriculture.
M r Comstock presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ap- 

pello county, praying for the passage of a law  to preven t the sale 
o f intoxicating drinks ; and '

On motion of M r Comstock,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and tha t the same 

be referred  to the Select Committee to w hich similar petitions w ere 
referred .

M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to define the duties of Prosecuting A ttorneys, and provide 

compensation for their services ; also
A  Bill to establish the tim e of holding the D istric t Courts in this 

State.
M r D ay gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill providing for rotation in office; also 
A  B ill to punish and prevent b ribery .
M r Bonham gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to provide for taking an enumeration of the w hite inhabi

tants of this S ta te ; also
A  Bill to amend an act entitled A n  A ct providing for and regu

lating general elections.
O n motion of M r M orton,

O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk inform the Senate that the H ouse ■ 
w ill be p repared to receive them at 2 o’clock, P . M . of this day, 
according to the adjournm ent of the Jo in t Convention, on the 19th 
u lt. and proceed to elect tw o'Senators to the Congress of the U nited 
States.

M r Goodrell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill requ iring  mill ow ners on Skunk  river to im prove the ir 

dams, so as to admit of dow nw ard navigation.
M r Leffingwell moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat a committee of tw o be appointed by the Chair, 

to act w ith  a sim ilar committee on the part of the Senate, to report 
rules  for the governm ent of the tw o Houses w hen in jo in t conven
tion, and that they report the same before tw o o’clock, P . M . to-day. 

T he said resolution was read, and 
T he question being put, W ill the H ouse agree thereto  P
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I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative,

T h e  y eas and nays b e in g  d e s ired  by  tw o  m em bers,
T h o se  w h o  voted  in  th e  affirm ative, a re
M e ss rs  B ailey , Bonham , B ow ie, C om stock, D ay, G oodre ll, G re en , 

H a rd y , H eb ard , H o lland , K in g , L eech , L effingw ell, L y o n s, M atson , 
M 'M a n u s ,  M ‘P h e rr in , M o n tag u e , O ’B rien , O lm stead , R athbun , 
R eyno lds , Sm ith  o f M ah ask a , Sm yth  of' L in n , S teele , W h itm o re, 
W illiam s, W illo u g h b y , W rig h t and  M r  S p e a k e r  B ro w n e .

T h o se  w h o  voted in  th e  negative , a re
M e ss rs  B la ir, C ochran , C lifton, M o rto n , Se lls  and U pdegraff.
M e ss rs  K insm an  and A n d e rso n  not voting .
So th e  said  reso lu tio n  w as ag reed  to, and
T h e  S p eak er appo in ted  M e ss rs  H eb ard  and  L effingw ell said com 

m ittee , in com pliance th e re w ith .
M r  O lm stead m oved th e  fo llow ing reso lu tion , w h ic h  w as read , 

co n sid ered  and ag reed  to,
R eso lved , T h a t inasm uch  as th e  S erg ean t-a t-a rm s is com pelled 

to  p erfo rm  th e  du ties o f both S erg can t-a t-a rm s and M e ssen g e r, that, 
h e  be au th o rized  to em ploy an  assis tan t. P ro v id ed , Such assistan t 
sha ll not rece iv e  to exceed  one do llar p e r day for h is serv ices.

M r  L eech  gave notice o f a m otion for leave to in troduce
A  B ill to change th e  nam e of th e  to w n  o f C haldea, in  A ppanoose 

coun ty , to th a t o f C en te rv ille .
M r  M ‘P h e rr in  gave notice o f  a  m otion fo r leave to  in troduce
A  B ill fo r tak in g  th e  enum eration  o f th e  w h ite  inhab itan ts o f Io w a , 

also
A  B ill fo r th e  location of th e  five en tire  sections o f land , g ran ted  

to  th is  S ta te  by  an  act o f C ongress, app ro v ed  M a rch  th e  3d, 1845.
M r  M ‘P h e rr in , from  th e  S e lec t Com m ittee to w hom  w as re fe r 

re d  th e  petition  of su n d ry  c itizens o f V an  B u re n  county , p ray in g  for 
an  am endm ent o f th e  license  law , subm itted  th e  fo llow ing r e p o r t :

T h e  com m ittee to w hom  w as re fe rre d  th e  pe tition  o f su n d ry  c iti
zen s o f V an  B u re n  county , p ra y in g  th a t an  act en titled  A n  A c t to 
am end an  act en titled  “ A n  A c t to reg u la te  g ro c ery  lic e n se ,” & c. 
ap p ro v ed  J a n u a ry  th e  17th, 1 8 4 6 ; be so am ended as to g ive  au th o ri
ty  to the  co u rt o r ju s tic e  to  com m it th e  pe rso n s .against w hem  ju d g 
m en t m ay be re n d ere d  for any fines im posed for v io la ting  th e  p ro 
v isions o f sa id  act to th e  county  ja il ,  uh til said  fine and costs be paid; 
p ro v id ed  th a t said p e rso n  be re leased  from  said im p risonm en t by 
g iv in g  bond and se c u rity , to th e  satisfaction  of such co u rt or ju s tic e , 
in  double th e  am ount o f th e  fine and costs, th a t th e  sam e shall be 
p a id  w ith in  s ix ty  d ays, & c. &c. h av in g  had th e  su b jec t u n d e r consid
e ra tio n , in s tru c t me to re p o rt: T h a t th e  com m ittee a re  o f opinion th a t 
th e  law  re fe rre d  to, as it now  stands, is w holly  insufficient to se c u re  
th e  object for w h ich  it w as p assed , as th e re  a re  in  d ifferent pa rts  o f 
o u r  c o u n try  m any perso n s w ho w ill and do vio late said law  w ith  
im p u n ity , be ing  so no toriously  in so lv en t as to be q u ite  ind ifferen t 
h ow  m uch  m ay be ad judged  against th em . T h e  com m ittee w o u ld  
e a rn e s tly  recom m end th a t th e  Ju d ic ia ry  C om m ittee b e  in s tru c te d  to 
e n q u ire  in to  th e  exp ed ien cy  and  p ro p rie ty  o f  th e  am endm ent ask ed

\  Y eas 30 , 
i N ay s 6 .
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for by the petitioners, and that they report accordingly at as early a 
day as possible. _

T he said report remains w ith  the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
M r Day, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced, ;
H . I t . file, No. 18, A  B ill for A n A ct requiring  the county recor

der to perform the duties of the clerk  of the board of county com
m issioners.

T he said bill w as read a first time.
M r M 'P h errin , in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
II . R . file, No. 19, A  Bill for A n A ct to fix the salaries of ce r

tain  officers therein  named, and to provide for their payment.
T he said bill was read a first time.
M r Day, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
H . I t . file, No. 20, A  B ill for A n  A ct to diminish the num ber of 

grand ju ro rs .
T he said bill was read a first time.
T he Speaker laid before the H ouse the report of the clerk  of the 

board of county commissioners, of H enry  county, relative to school 
d istricts,

W hich was read, and,
On motion of M r Ilebard ,

O rdered, To be referred  to the Standing Committee^on Schools. 
H . R . file, No. 11, A  Bill for an act to consolidate the offices of 

Sheriff, Collector and T reasu re r in  each of the organized counties 
of this Stale,

W as read a second time, w hen
M r Clifton moved to lay the same on the table, and ’ 7

^  T he  question being put,

I t  w as decided in the affirmative, j N ays

T he yeas and nays being desired by two members,
T hose who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, B lair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, H ardy , Leech, 

Leffingwcll, Lyons, M T h c rr in , M orton, O ’Brien, Rr.thbun, R ey
nolds, Smith of M ahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, 
W hitm ore, W illiams, W illoughby and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bowie, Comstock, D ay, Goodrell, G reen, 

Hardyg Holland, King, M atson, M ‘M anus, M ontague, Olmstead 
and M r Speaker B row ne.

A bsent M r Kinsman.
So the said bill was laid on the table.
H . R . file, No. 13, A  bill for an act to establish the tim e of hold

ing Tow nship elections,
W as read a second time, w hen
M r O ’B rien moved to lay the same on the table.
W hich  motion was pu t and disagreed to.
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M r Hebard moved to refer to the standing committee on the Jur. 
diciary with instructions to report immediately.

And the question being put, shall the bill be so referred?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said Bill was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

with instructions to report immediately.
And then

On motion of M r Hebard,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 15, A  Bill for An act to regulate Election* 
and to preserve the purity thereof,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

Ordered to be committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow.

M r Leffingwell from the Committee appointed on the part of the 
House, to act with a similar Committee on the part of the Senate, 
for the purpose of drafting rules for the government of the two 
Houses in Joint Convention, Reported

That the Senate had adjourned without appointing a committee 
on their part and that it was impossible for said committee to carry 
out the intention and instructions embodied in the resolution afore
said, and ask further time to report said rules;

Which was read, and leave granted.
M r Bowie, by leave, moved the following resolution which was 

read, considered and agreed to.
“ Resolved, That the members of the House of Representatives 

are now prepared to receive the members of the Senate in Conven
tion, pursuant to adjournment, to proceed to the election of United 
States Senators and that the Chief Clerk inform the Senate thereof.

The Senate were notified accordingly.
M r Sells gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce a Bill, 

providing for the election of one County Commissioner in each or
ganized Township, in the several counties of the state, in the fol
lowing manner, to wit,

A t the Township elections for Justices of the Peace, one of tho 
Justices elected shall be designated as the Commissioner for said 
Township. And as an equivalent to said Commissioner, for ser
vices as commissioner, he shall be exempt from performing military 
duty, from serving as Juror and from working the road or paying 
road tax.

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Ordered that the Sergeant-at-Arms provide seats for the Senate.
M r Day moved the following resolution,
Resolved, That the Special Committee, appointed to investigate 

the bribery case of S. T . Marshall, and all other cases of bribery 
and corruption, be requested to report to-morrow.
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Which was read and disagreed to.
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The vote had committing to the Committee of the whole House, 
the Bill of the House

No. 15, A Bill for an Act to provide for elections and to regu- 
late the purity thereof,

Was reconsidered; when,
On motion of Mr Sells,

The House resolved itself into Committee of the whole House, 
for the consideration of the same,

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr Montague reported,

That the committee had according to order had the said Bill un
der consideration, had made some progress therein, and had direct
ed him to ask leave to sit again.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report,
The question being, shall leave be granted ?
And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the committee had leave to sit again,

And then,
On motion of Mr Smyth of Linn,

The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.

Wednesday Morning, January 6th, 1847.

/  M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jone* 
county praying for the relocation of the county seat of said county. 

The said petition was read, and 
On motion of Mr Matson,

Ordered to be referred to the standing committee on Incorpora
tions.

M r Leffingwell presented the remonstrance of Lyman Buck and 
others, against the granting the prayer of the petitioners, for a road 
across an out lot in the town of Lyons, in Clinton county.

On motion of Mr Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the standing committee on Roads and Highways.
Mr M‘Manus presented the petition of sundry citizens of Scott 

county, praying for a re-charter of Wilson’s ferry.
On motion of Mr M'Manus,

Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 
be referred to the standing committee on Incorporations.

M r Bonham presented the petition of Daniel Henry and others, 
praying for an amendment, or the repeal of an act to define a perch 
of mason work in Iowa Territory.
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O n motion of M r Bonham,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith, and tha t the same 

be referred  to the delegations from V an B uren, Appanooce and D a
vis counties.

■ M r Bonham presented the petition of one hundred and tw enty  
citizens of M ahaska, K eokuk and Johnson counties, praying for th e  
location of a State road from Oskaloosa in M ahaska county, via In - 
dianopolis, to Iow a City, in Johnson county._

On motion of M r Bonham,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith, and that the same 

be referred  to the standing committee on Roads and H ighw ays.
M r M ontague presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 

counties of V an B uren, Davis and Appanooce, praying for the loca
tion of a State road therein  named.

O n motion of M r M ontague,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith, and that the same 

be referred  to the delegations from V an B uren, Appanooce and D a
vis counties.

M r Leech presented the petition of sundry citizens of Appanooce 
county, praying for a review  of a road in Appanooce county7.

On motion of M r Leech,
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith , and that the same 

be referred  to the delegations from V an B uren, Appanooce and D a
vis counties.

M r Smyth of L inn, moved the following resolution,
W hich was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, T hat in order to give the committee of Investigation 

tim e and opportunity to proceed and term inate their labors, that 
w hen this H ouse adjourns this forenoon, it adjourn to m eet to
m orrow  morning at ten o’clock.

M r Day moved the following resolution,
Resolved, T hat the people have a right to  request, instruct, or 

command the G eneral A ssem bly, or either branch thereo f; w e, 
therefore, p ray  them to pray to us no longer; the sovereign pow er 
resides in the people, and the sovereigns should never assume the 
tone of humble supplication; petitions to legislative bodies, in the 
form now usually offered, are behind the age— appropriate enough, 
so long as it was believed that the people w ere made for the govern
ment, but the progress of political science has reversed that princi
ple, and now w e all admit that the governm ent is made for and by 
the people. T he people therefore have a righ t to address the G ene
ral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, as an agent assembled by them 
and under obligations to obey their instructions.

T he said resolution was read, w hen
M r H ebard  moved to amend by adding the following resolution 

of instructions.
Resolved, T hat the people be instructed  to call on the G entle

man from M uscatine, M r D ay, for the form they shall adopt in 
offering the ir petitions to the L egislature.

T he said amendment w as read, w hen
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M r Sells moved to further amend by adding the following: ,
Resolved, That it is unbecoming in the Legislature to dictate to 

the sovereigns, what language they shall use in presenting their re
quests to the Legislature.

The said amendment was read, when
M r Comstock moved to lay the resolution, together with the amend

ments offered thereto, on the table.
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative, \ ^Teas “jj’’ ( Nays— Id.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clil’ton, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, M'Manus, 
M'Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Reynolds, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, Wright and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 

Matson, Montague, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Whitmore and Wil
loughby.

Absent Messrs O’Brien and Olmstead.
So the said resolutions were laid on the table.
M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A Bill making judgments rendered in the Supreme Court a lien 

upon real estate in any county in the state.
M r Bowie from the Committee on the Judiciary to which was 

referred the same, reported with amendments, bills of the following 
titles, viz:

Senate file, No. 21, A Bill for an act to amend An Act for the 
Organization of Townships and

H. R. file No. 13, A Bill for an act to establish the time of 
holding Township Elections.

Also, without amendment, and recommend their rejection,
H. R. file, No. 4, A Bill for an act relating to security for costs, 

and
H. R. file, No. 5, A Bill for an act in relation to frauds.
The said Bills remain with the orders of the day for to-morrow. 
M r M 'Pherrin from the Select Committee to which was referred 

the same, reported without amendment
H. R. file, No. 8, An Act to provide compensation for an agent 

to select lands for a University.
M r Morton from the Committee on the Judiciary to which was 

referred the Bill of the House, No. 13, made a counter report in 
writing,

Which was laid over.
M r Leffingwell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 21, A  Bill for an act to Refine the duties of 

Prosecuting Attorneys and to provide Compensation for their ser
vices.

The said bill was read a first time,
15
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H . R. file, No. .19, A  Bill for an act to fix the salaries of 
certain officers therein named,

Was read a second time, and
Ordered to be referred to the Standing Committee on the J u 

diciary.
H . R. file, No. 15, A  Bill for an act to provide for elections and to 

regulate the purity thereof, being the order of the day was consid
ered in Committee of the whole House, M r Montague in the Chair.

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their Chairman, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

W hich was granted.
And then,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, January 7th, 1847.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M a S p e a k e r :

I  herewith return to the House, in which it originated, Joint R e
solution requiring the Auditor to audit and allow the expenses incur
red by the late Convention to form a Constitution for the State of 
Iowa.

The same being signed by the President of the Senate;
And then he withdrew.

M r Morton presented the memorial of sundry members of the 
legal profession, praying the passage of a law establishing the time 
and place of holding the Supreme Courts of this State.

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed w ith, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee on the Judiciary; also
The petition of sundry citizens of Henry county, praying for the 

passage of a law to prevent the sale of intoxicating drinks.
On motion of Mr Morton,

Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 
be referred to the Select Committee, to which similar petitions were 
referred.

M r Matson gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce a bill 
to vacate all territorial roads, in Jones County, running parallel with 
the military road.

M r Smyth, of Linn, gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce
A  Bill regulating the charges of physicians.
M r Morton moved the following resolution, which was read, con

sidered, and agreed to;
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby re

quested to inform the House of Representatives, what returns have 
been made of the census taken during the past year; and also, the
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valuation of the real and personal property in the several counties 
of this State, as made by the assessors for the year 1846.

M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 8, Joint Resolution relative to the procuring the 
privilege from the State of Missouri, to erect dams within the limits 
of that State on the Desmoines river.

The said resolution was read a first time.
M r Day gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to regulate the admission of attorneys.

On motion of M r Montague,
Ordered, That the committee to which was referred that part of 

the Governor’s message, relating to the revision of the laws, report 
as soon as practicable.

M r Goodrell moved the following resolution,
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses meet in 

the Hall of the House of Representatives, in joint Convention, on 
the 8th inst. at half past two o’clock, P . M . and proceed and elect 
one Chief Justice, and two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court 
of the State of Iowa,

The said resolution was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 
third time and passed;

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in said resolution.

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the Senate to inform the 

House officially, whether a committee had been appointed on the 
part of the Senate to act w ith a similar committee on the part of the 

'House, to draft rules for the government of the two Houses when 
in Joint Convention.

The Senate was notified and requested accordingly.
M r Olmstead, from the Select Committee, to which was referred 

the petition of sundry citizens of Clayton county, made a report 
accompanied by a bill,

H . 11. file, No. 22, authorizing the western settlement of Guttem- 
burg, in the county of Clayton.

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Bonham, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H .vlt .  file, No. 23, A  Bill for an act to provide for the taking 

an enumeration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa.
The said bill was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 2, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct (o f the 

Territorial Legislature) for the organization of tow nships;
W as read a second time, and
Ordered, To be committed to the Committee of the Whole House 

for to-morrow.
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The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
Judiciary Committee, returning

H . R . file, No. 4, A  Bill for an act relating to security for costs ; 
and

H. R . file, No. 5, A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled A n 
A ct to punish fraud;

W ith their rejection recommended; the same were considered 
separately,

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bills w ere rejected.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the House, 

No. 13, A  Bill for an act to establish the time of holding Township 
Elections, and the counter report of M r Morton, of the Judiciary 
Committee, against the passage of the same, together w ith an amend
ment by the majority of said committee; and 

On motion of M r Bowie,
Committed to a Committee of the Whole House, for Friday next.
H . R. file, No. 8, A  Bill for an act to provide compensation for 

an agent to select lands for the use and support of a University, 
being reported back by the select committee to which the same was 
referred, without amendment,

Was read a second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor
row.

H. R . file, No. 18, A  Bill for an act requiring the County Re
corder to perform the duties of County Commissioners C le rk ;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Comstock,

Ordered, To be committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
for to-morrow.

H . R. file, No. 20, A  Bill for an act to diminish the number of 
grand jurors;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Sells,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on the Jud i
ciary.

H . R. file, No. 15, A  Bill for an act to regulate elections, and 
preserve the purity thereof, being the order of the day, wTas con
sidered in Committee of the Whole House, M r Montague in the 
Chair, and, after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported the same back to the House, with sun
dry amendments ; when

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The same was referred to the Committee on Elections.
M r Sells, pursuant to previous notice, asked, obtained leave, and 

introduced,
H . R . file, No. 9, Joint Resolution declaring the number of votes 

required to elect while in Joint Convention;
W hich was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
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The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 
third time and passed.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

On motion of M r Montague,
M r Smith, of Mahaska, was added to the Committee on the Des- 

moines river grant.
M r Cochran moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A. 

M . to-morrow.
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.

When,
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

The Senate has ordered the printing of one thousand copies of the 
report of the Auditor of State, giving (in  compliance with a resolu
tion of the Senate) a statement of the finances of the territory, for 
the three last fiscal years ;

And then he withdrew.

M r Matson, from the Committee on Schools, to whom was refer
red a petition in relation thereto, reported

H . R. file, No. 24, A n A ct supplemental to an act providing for 
the stay of the school funds in the hands of the holders thereof.

W hich was read a first time.
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

Resolved, That the Committee on Schools be instructed to report 
a bill to provide for the election of a Superintendent of Public In 
struction, and to define his duties, in compliance with the first sec
tion of the tenth article of the Constitution.

M r Comstock gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce bills 
of the following titles, viz:

A  Bill to authorize constables to collect the township ta x ; and
A  Bill requiring the State to defray the expenses of laying out all 

State roads.
M r Matson, asked, obtained leave, and read a paper purporting 

to be a protest signed by the minority of the House, and making 
sundry charges against the action of the House generally, and its 
officers ; and protesting against the conduct of the Select Committee 
to which was referred the case of attempted bribery by S. T . M ar
shall, and demanding that the same be spread upon the Journals of 
the House.

M r Cochran moved that leave be granted, and that the same be 
entered in full on the Journals of the House.

M r Montague raised the question of order, that inasmuch as the
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Constitution, in article 4th, section 11, grants the right of protest to 
every member, he demanded, as a constitutional right, that the 
paper in question, being a protest, be spread upon the Journals.

M r Montague here read the 11th section of the Constitution, 
which is as follows :

Every member of the General Assembly shall have the liberty to 
dissent from or protest against any act or resolution which he may 
think injurious to the public, or an individual, and have the reasons 
for his dissent entered on the Journals ; and the yeas and nays of 
the members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of 
any two members present, be entered on the Journals.

The Speaker decided that the Constitution, in granting to “ every 
member of the General Assembly the liberty to dissent from and 
protest against any A ct or Resolution which he may think injuri
ous to the public, or an individual, and to have the reasons for his 
dissent entered on the journals,” contemplated no such paper as the 
one in question, and clearly had no reference or bearing upon the 
subject matter in dispute, as can be readily seen from the wording 
of the section in question. Nor could the paper in question be en
tertained, but by the unanimous consent of the House, which being 
given, it now remained for the House to make such disposition of 
the same as they may determine.

From which decision of the Speaker, M r Montague appealed.
And after debate,
The question being put, shall the decision of the Chair stand as 

the judgment of the House?
c Yeas 19

I t was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays 15'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M 'M anus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, 
Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams 
and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, 

Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore and Willoughby.

Absent M essrs O’Brien, Kinsman and Cochran.
So the decision of the Chair stands as the judgment of the House.
M r Olmstead moved a call of the House, which was ordered and 

had, and M essrs O’Brien, Kinsman and Cochran found absent.
On motion of M r Olmstead,

M essrs O’Brien and Kinsman w ere excused, and M r Cochran 
appearing in his seat, the further call of the House was dispensed 
with, when

M r Comstock moved that the House adjourn,
And the question being put,

, . ,  , • $ Yeas—4,I t was decided in the negative,  ̂ Nays 29.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
M essrs Blair, Comstock, M ‘Pherrin and W right.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Day, Good- 

rell, Green, Hebard, Holland, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, 
Morton, Montague, M ‘Manus, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith 
of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
Williams, Willoughby and M r Speaker Browne.

Absent M essrs Cochran, Hardy, O’Brien and Kinsman.
M r King, not voting.
So the motion of M r Comstock to adjourn was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved a call of the House, which was ordered and 

had, and M essrs Cochran, O’Brien and Kinsman found absent.
On motion of M r Olmstead,

M essrs O’Brien and Kinsman w ere excused from attending, when 
A  motion was made by M r Sells that the further call of the House 

be dispensed with,
And the question being stated, viz: Shall the further call of the 

House be dipensed with,
And the yeas and nays being desired by two members, w ere 

ordered, when
M r Cochran being reported present by the Sergeant-at-arms, and 

appearing in his seat, the further call of the House was dispensed 
with.

M r Olmstead raised the question of order, that a call of the House 
could not be dispensed with unless by a vote of the House.

The Speaker decided that, it appearing from the record that there 
was no one absent but M essrs O’Brien and Kinsman who w ere ex
cused by the House, the call of the House was arrested without a 
vote to dispense with the same.

From  which decision of the Speaker, M r Olmstead appealed,
And the question being put, shall the decision of the Chair stand 

as the judgment of the House.
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
And the decision of the Chair stands as the judgment o f the House. 
The question then recurring upon the motion of M r Cochran, 

which was, that leave be granted, and that said protest be spread in 
full on the Journals of the House,

And the question being put, will the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the negative, j  Nays 20*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, 

Lyons, Matson, Montague, M ‘Pherrin, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochrah, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Holland, King, M 'M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith
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of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right and M r Speaker 
Browne.

Absent M essrs O’Brien and Kinsman.
So the motion was disagreed to, and the House refused to permit 

said protest to be spread on the journals thereof.
M r Montague, here gave notice that he would on some subse

quent day enter a protest against the proceedings of the Houao 
herein, when

On motion of M r Comstock,
The House adjourned, until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Friday Morning, January 8th, 1847.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M b S p e a k e r :

I  am directed by the Senate to inform the House that the Senata 
have passed Senate File, No. 10, A  Bill prescribing the general 
duties of T reasurer of State, also

Senate file No. 13, A  Bill prescribing the general duties of 
Secretary of State,

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith return H. R. file, No. 12, A  Bill to change the 

name of Prairie-la-Porte in the County of Clayton, the same hav
ing passed the Senate without amendment;

A nd then he withdrew.

M r Olmstead presented the petition of sundry citizens of Dela
ware County, praying the passage of a law relative to obliterated 
Corners.

W hich was read and referred to a select Committee of three.
The Chair appointed M essrs Olmstead, Hardy and M ‘Pherrin 

said committee.
M r M 'M anus presented the petition of sundry citizens of Da

venport and vicinity, Scott County, praying that the F erry  Char
ter be given to the town of Davenport.

On motion of M r M 'M anus,
The reading of the petition was dispensed with and the same 

was referred to the standing committee on Incorporations.
M r M 'M anus also presented the petition of sundry citizens 

of Scott and Muscatine Counties praying for the relocation of 
a part of the road leading from Rockingham in-Scott County, to 
Moscow, in Muscatine County, which was read and referred to 'a 
Select Committee of three.

W hereupon the Chair appointed M essrs M £Manus, Smyth of 
Linn and Cochran, said Committee.

M r Lcffingwell presented the Petition of William C. Snyder and 
forty other citizens of Clinton County, praying that Sage W. Coy,



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 121

be authorized to keep a Ferry across the Mississippi River, at 
Lyons, and

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Committee on Incorporations.
M r Day offered the following resolution,
Resolved, That when this House adjourn we adjourn to meet

again to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of giving the
members of the House an opportunity to celebrate the anniversary 
of the victory at New Orleans, which was read.

M r Goodrell moved to lay the same on the table:
And the question being put,

c Y eas___17It was decided in the affirmative, , T ' ,’ I Nays— 14.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bowie, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M'Manus M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Williams, and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Day, Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Mat

son, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Sells, 
Whitmore, and Willoughby.

So the Resolution was laid on the table.
Mr Day from the Joint Committee on Enrolled bills, made the 

following report:
The Joint Committee on Enrolled bills direct me to report 

that
H. R. file, No. 1, was presented to the Governor for his appro

bation on this 7th day of January, 1847.
,M r  Lyons gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 

A bill to incorporate the Town of Fairfield, in Jefferson 
County.

M r Cochran offered the following Resolution,
Resolved, That the Committee of investigation to which was 

referred the matter of investigating all, and every attempt to bribe 
any member or officer of this House, be authorized to commis
sion Joseph G. Street, Esq., a Justice of the Peace of Lee County, 
to take the deposition of Thomas W. Taylor, of said County, in 
such investigation upon interrogatories to be written out and trans
mitted to the said Street, and to be by him returned properly exe
cuted, at the earliest practicable day.

Mr Leffingwell moved to amend by substituting the follow
ing:

Resolved, That the Committee on bribery have power to com
pel the attendance of witnesses from any part of the State.

M r Sells offered the following amendment to the original:
After the investigation closes in the case of S. T. Marshall, and 

the Committee have reported to this House, and that said deposi
tions be directed to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Which was accepted by the mover, M r Cochran.
16
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And after debate, the question recurring‘on the substitute of M r  
Leffingwell,

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the substitute of M r Leffingwell was agreed to.
M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  bill for an act authorizing the County Commissioners of tho 

several Counties to divide their respective counties into Senatorial, 
and Representative districts.

M r Whitmore gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  bill making the office of Judge of Probate, and Clerk of tho 

D istrict Court, one office.
M r Olmstead by leave granted introduced,
Hi R. file, No. 11, Joint Resolution, for the extension of a 

mail route from Du Buque to Fort Atkinson:
Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of- Iowa, that 

our Representatives in Congress, Shepard Leffler and S. C. Hast
ings, be requested to exert their influence in getting the mail route, 
now established from Du Buque to the Colony, extended via Eads 
Grove and O rear’s to Fort Atkinson and thereby extend mail facili
ties to the numerous settlements on the route thus extended.

Resolved, That his Excellency, Ansel Briggs, be requested to 
forward a copy of the foregoing Resolution to our Representatives 
in Congress, at his earliest opportunity;

W hich was read a first time.
M r Hardy gave notice that on to-morrow or some future day, he 

will ask leave to introduce a bill, restricting the School Commis
sioners from selecting any of the school lands on the odd sections, 
within five miles of the Desmoines river, as contemplated in an act, 
approved August 8th, 1846.

M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced

H . R. file, No. 25, A  Bill for an act, to amend an act, for 
Organization of Townships, Approved February 17th, 1842,

W hich was read a first time.
M r Leech, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced
. H . R. file, No. 26, A  Bill, for an act, to change the name of 
Chaldea, in Appanooce County.

W hich was read a first time.
M r Goodrell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file, No. 27, A  Bill to provide for the navigation of 

Skunk River,
W hich was read a first time, and seventy-five copies ordered to 

be printed.
M r Day, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced
H . R. file, No. 28, A  Bill providing for rotation in office. 
W hich was read a first time.
T he Chair presented the petitions of sundry citizens of Lee
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C ounty, praying for a repeal of the charter of the tow n of F o rt 
M adison, w hich was referred  to the Delegation from L ee County.

H . R . file, N o. 8 , Jo in t Resolution relative to a  grant o f 
land for the im provem ent of the navigation of the Desmoines 
R iver;

W as read a  second time.
M r Comstock moved to suspend the 42d ru le, and that the bill bo 

read a th ird  time now,
W hich motion was lost.
M r Cochran moved to lay the same on the table;
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to, w hen 

O n motion of M r Smyth,
O rdered, T hat the B ill be E ngrossed and read a th ird  tim e to

m orrow.
M r Leffingwell offered the following resolution, w hich wa* 

read, considered, and agreed to.
Resolved, T hat a Committee on In ternal Im provem ents be added 

to the standing committees.
H . R . file, No. 21, A  Bill for an act to define the duties of 

Prosecuting A ttorneys and provide compensation for the ir services, 
W as read a second time.
M r Leffingwell moved that the bill be engrossed and read a 

th ird  tim e on M onday.
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to, w hen 

O n motion of M r Comstock,
O rdered, T h a t the same be referred  to the Committee on the J u 

diciary.
H . R . file, No. 22, A  Bill for an act to  authorize the W estern  

Settlem ent Society of G uttem burg in  the county of Clayton to pu r
chase and convey real and personal estate,

—- W as read a second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r D ay,

O rdered, T h a t the same be referred  to the Committee on Incor
porations.

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herew ith  p resen t for your signature,
Jo in t Resolution, accepting the g rant of land for Ihetim provem ent 

of th e  navigation of the Desmoines river.
Jo in t Resolution, asking a donation of land, for the im provem ent 

of M uscatine Island, on the M ississippi river, and also 
Jo in t Resolution instructing our R epresentatives in  Congress to 

procure the establishm ent of a certain mail route.
T he  same having passed both H ouses and been reported  as cor

rectly  enrolled;
A nd  then he w ithdrew .

T he  Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
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M r Goodrell, introduced, by leave,
H . R . file, No. 12, Jo in t Resolution, relative to th e  taking effect 

of the act requ iring  the A uditor to audit and allow the expenses 
incurred  by the late Convention to form a Constitution,

W hich was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the same read a second and 
th ird  time and passed.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

H . R . file, No. 8, A n  A ct to provide compensation for an agent 
to select lands for the use and support of a U niversity ,

W as read a th ird  time, passed and title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in said bill.
H . R . file, No. 13, A  Bill to establish the tim e of holding 

Tow nship  Elections, beinsr the order of the day, was considered in  
committee of the whole, M r Cochran in the Chair. A nd after 
som etim e spent therein the Committee rose, and by the ir Chairman, 
reported  the same back to the H ouse w ithout amendment.

On motion of M r Day,
T he H ouse proceeded to the fu rther consideration of the resolu

tion of the Senate relative to the adjournment of the tw o H ouses.
T he question being W ill the H ouse agree thereto ? w hen
M r Leffingwell moved to amend the same so as to adjourn until 

to-m orrow  morning, 10 o’clock, A . M .
A nd  the question being put,

I t  w as decided in the affirmative. ^ N ays— 7 ^ '
T he  yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, D ay, 

Goodrell, G reen, H ardy, H ebard, Holland, Leffingwrell, Lyons, M at
son, M orton, M ontague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of M a
haska, Smyth of L inn, Sells, Updegraff, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs Cochran, Comstock, K ing, M ‘M anus, M 'P h errin , Wil-* 

liams and W right.
M essrs K insm an, L eech, and O ’B rien, not voting.

A nd so it was
O rdered, T h a t the H ouse adjourn  until 10 o’clock, A . M . to

m orrow .

Saturday Morning, January 9th, 1847.

M r W illiams presented the petition of sundry  citizens of G rand
view , and vicinity, praying the passage of a law- authorizing R obert 
C hilders, and his associates, to erec t a dam across M uscatine slough.
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W hich was read, and
O n motion of M r W illiams,

O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to [the Committee on Incor
porations.

M r Sells gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  bill abolishing the present system  of tow nship organization;
A  Bill providing for the management of the State L ib rary , and the 

election of librarian ; and
A  Bill to provide for organizing incorporations under a general 

law .
M r Bowie gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce a  bill 

defining the duties of the Judges of the Suprem e C ourt; also 
A  Bill providing the mode and m anner of conducting all elections 

by the G eneral A ssem bly in Convention.
M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,
A  Bill to provide for the im provem ent and protection of school 

lands.
M r Olmstead, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 1, M em orial for additional pay of the F o rt A tkinson 

troops;
W hich was read a first time.
M r  M ‘P herrin , from the committee to whom was referred  nume

rous petitions relative thereto, reported
H . R . file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act providing for a vole to be 

taken on the granting of license for the retailing of intoxicating 
spirits.

T he  said bill was read a first tim e.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 17, Jo in t Resolution instructing our R epresenta
tives in Congress to use the ir cxerlicr.s to obtain six months pay for 
the volunteer company of cavalry, disbanded at F o rt A tkinson on 
the 5th of O ctober, 1846; also

Senate file, No. 18, A n A ct concerning the southern boundary of 
Io w a ;

In  which the concurrence of the H ouse is req u es ted ;
A nd then he w ithdrew .

M r Sells, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 
and introduced,

H . 11. file, N o 30, A  Bill for an act entitled A n  A c t to provide 
for the election of one County Commissioner for each organized 
tow nship in the several counties of this State.

T he said bill was read a first time.
H . R . file, No. 24, A n act supplemental to A n  A ct providing for 

the stay of the school funds in the hands of the holders thereof.
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Was read a second time, when 
On motion of M r Sells,

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole for the 
consideration of the same, M r Sells in the chair, and after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their chairman re
ported the same back to the House with sundry amendments.

And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein ?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the amendments of the Committee of the Whole House were 

concurred in, when
M r Hebard moved to add the word organized, in the third line 

of section 1st after the word each, and the words or precinct after 
the word township, in the same.

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
M r Morton moved to amend the first section, by adding after the 

word ascertain, in the second line, the words as nearly as practi
cable.

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative, when 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said b ill; after which,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The House adjourned, until 10 o’clock, A . M . on Monday next.

Monday Morning, January 11th, 1847.

M r M 'M anus presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
State of Iowa, praying for the passage of a law to regulate the sale 
of intoxicating drinks, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with and 

that the same be referred to the select committee, to which similar 
petitions were referred.

M r Kinsman presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
counties of Marion and Polk praying for the location of a certain 
road therein named, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the committee on Roads and Highways.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M b S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,
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Senate file, No. 6‘, Jo in t Resolution in  relation to the M exican 
W ar, and

Senate file, No. 7, A  bill to divide the State of Iow a into Judicial 
D istricts,

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
A nd then  he w ithdrew .

M r Clifton moved the following resolution:
R esolved, T hat the fireman of this H ouse be allowed th e  sum  of 

fifty cents per day extra, to procure help to chop wood and assist' 
in  his duties.

T he said resolution w as read, w hen 
M r Bonham moved the following substitute:
Resolved, T hat P eter Conboy be employed as assistant fireman 

of this H ouse, provided that the compensation of the principal and 
assistant does not exceed the sum of one dollar and fifty cents per 
day each.

Said amendment was read,
A nd the question being put, w ill the H ouse agree thereto?

I t  was decided in the affirmative, j  N ays-M d '

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Comstock, G reen, H ardy , 

H ebard, Holland, King, Kinsm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M at
son, M ontague, Olmstead, Smyth of L inn and W hitm ore.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Cochran, Clifton, Goodrell, M ‘M anus, M ‘P her- 

rin , M orton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, Steele, 
W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne.
^-A bsent M essrs Day, O ’Brien, Updegraff, W illiams and W il
loughby.

So the substitute w as agreed to.
M r M ‘Pherrin  moved the following resolution, w hich was read, 

considered and agreed to:
Resolved, T hat the report of the select committee, to whom was 

referred  a petition of sundry citizens of V an B uren  county, praying 
the amendment of the license law s, w hich has not been acted on, be 
referred  to the Jud ic iary  Committee.

M r Day moved the following resolution, w hich w as read, con
sidered, and agreed to:

Resolved, T hat the committee of one from each Senatorial D is
tric t, contiguous to the M ississippi river, be appointed to collect 
such attainable statistics as are necessary to form the basis o f a 
strong and pressing memorial to Congress to rem ove the obstructions 
to the navigation of the M ississippi river, at the tw o rapids.

M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,,
A  Bill to provide for the settlem ent of intestate estates.
M r Comstock, from the Committee on N ew  Counties, to w hich a 

petition of the citizens of Black H aw k  county, in  relation thereto, 
was referred , reported
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H . R . file, No. 31, A n  A ct to  attach a tie r of tow nships to Black 
H aw k county,

W hich was read a first time.
M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Judiciary , to w hich was 

re ferred  the bill of the H ouse,
No. 17, A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled A n  A ct to re 

gulate m arriag es;
R eported the same back to the H ouse w ithout amendment.
M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Judiciary , submitted the 

following re p o r t:
T he Committee on the Jud iciary , to whom was referred  that part 

o f the G overnor’s M essage, recommending a revision of the T e rr i
torial law s, respectfully  ask leave to report—•

T hat the committee have had that important subject under con
sideration, and after m ature reflection and consultation, they have 
been forced to the conclusion that the only safe and economical w ay 
of obtaining a judicious and practical code of law s, w hich shall be 
free from the confusion and inconsistencies of our present enact
m ents, is by the appointment of commissioners of learning and ex 
perience, whose duty it shall be to collate and revise the statutes, 
harm onize all conflicting law s, alter and amend the same as they 
may deem expedient, and report to the G eneral Assem bly such 
other laws as they shall think proper and requisite to render our 
code useful and effective.

T hey w ould, therefore, recommend the appointment of commis
sioners, w ho shall report to some fu ture  Legislature.

T he said report was read, w hen
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the same,
A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse concur th e re in ?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in.
M r Bowie, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
H . R . file, N o. 32, A  Bill for an act prescrib ing the time, m an

ner and place of holding elections for senators to Congress.
T he  said bill was read a first time.
M r Leffingwell, in pursuance o f previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 33, A  Bill for an act making judgm ents, rendered 

in  the Suprem e Court, liens upon real estate in any county in th is 
State.

T he said bill was read a first time.
M r Lyons, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
H . R . file, N o. 34, A n  A ct to incorporate the tow n of Fairfield, 

and
On his motion,

T he  reading of the same w as dispensed w ith.
M r Bonham, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
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H. R. file, No. 35, A  Bill to amend an act entitled An A ct pro
viding for and regulating general elections.

The said bill was read a first time.'
H . R . file, No. 23, A  Bill for an act to provide for taking an 

enumeration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Bonham,
The same was amended by striking out the word Governor, in 

the fifth section, and inserting the words Secretary o f  State, in lieu 
thereof.

M r Matson moved to further amend the same, by adding after the 
word use, in the second line of the fourth section, the words o f the 
common schools.

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
M r Cochran moved to further amend the same, by inserting after 

the word published, in the second line of the fifth section, the word 
once.

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
M r Cochran moved to further amend the same, by inserting after 

the word schools, in the second line of the fourth section, the words 
in their respective counties, and strike out the words o f their coun
ties.

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
When,

On motion of M r Bonham, it was 
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading to

morrow.
II. R . file, No. 26, A  Bill for an act to change the name of Chal

dea, in Appanooce county;
Was read a second time, and
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading to

morrow.
H . R. file, No. 27, A  Bill for an act to provide for the navigation 

of Skunk r iv e r ;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the Committee on In 

ternal Improvements.
H. R. file, No. 28, A  Bill for an act providing for rotation in 

office,
Was read a second time.
M r Sells moved to amend the same, by striking out the word per

sons, and inserting the word fem ales.
M r Cochran moved to lay the same on the table.
And the question being put,

It was decided in the affirmative, j N ays 16.’

17
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The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Goodrell, 

Hebard, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Smith of 
Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right and M r Spea
ker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Green, Hardy, K ins

man, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Absent, M essrs Holland, O’Brien and Reynolds.
So the said bill was laid on the table.
H. R. file, No. 11, Joint Resolution, providing for a mail route 

from Du Buque to Fort A tkinson;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read a third time 

to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 1, Memorial for additional pay of the F ort Atkin

son troops;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and read a third time 

to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 13, A  Bill for an act to establish the time of hold

ing township elections ;
Was read a third time, and
The question being put, Shall the bill pass ?

•  ̂ f Yeas 19
I t was decided in the affirmative,  ̂ Nays IB'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Goodrell, Green, Leffingwell, 

Lyons, M 'Pherrin , Morton, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smith of Mahaska, 
Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Willoughby, 
W right and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Hardy, 

Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, Matson, M 'M anus, Montague, 
Rathbun and Whitmore.

So the bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R. file, No. 8, Joint Resolution, in relation to obtaining privi

lege from the State of Missouri to erect dams across the Desmoines 
r iv e r ;

W as read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall the bill pass ?

It was decided in the affirmative, j  Nays —
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The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Comstock, Day, 

Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffing- 
well, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, 
Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Sells, Updegraff, Williams, Willoughby and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are 
M essrs Cochran, Clifton, Steele and Whitmore.
M r Holland and M r Speaker Browne being excused, did not vote. 
So the resolution was passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
Senate file, No. 2, A  Bill for an act to amend the act of the T er

ritorial Legislature, entitled A n A ct for the organization of town
ships, approved 17th February, 1842; being the order of the day, 
was considered in Committee of the Whole House, M r Smyth of 
Linn, in the Chair, and

A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the same back to the House, with amendments. 

And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein ?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments were concurred in,'when 
M r Smith, of Mahaska, moved to further amend the same by ad

ding the following as section 3d.
Section 3d. That this act take effect from and after its publica

tion and circulation.
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
A fter which,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading to

morrow.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed a resolution, in the following wrords, to wit: 

Resolved, (the House concurring) That a committee of two be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with a 
similar committee on the part of the House, to enquire into and 
report a catalogue of acts necessary to the organization and action 
of the State Governm ent; and that M essrs Benton and Browning 
have been appointed said committee, on the part of the Senate.

And then he withdrew.

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.
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2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Speaker announced M essrs Day, Cochran, Hebard, Williams, 
M r M 'M anus, Green and Olmstead, as a committee of one, from 
each Senatorial D istrict to draft a memorial to Congress, for an ap
propriation to improve the Rapids in the Mississippi river; also,

M essrs Leffingwell, Goodrell, Comstock, Bonham and Updegraff, 
as composing the Standing Committee on Internal Improvements.

H. R. file, No. 18, A  Bill for an act requiring the County Re
corder to perform the duties of the Clerk of the Board of County 
Commissioners,

Being the order of the day, was considered in Committee of the 
whole House,

M r Leffingwell in the Chair,
And after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by 

their Chairman reported the same back to the House without amend
ment.

M r Hebard moved to lay the same on the table subject to the or
der of the House.

And the question being put,
( y c u e  6

I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays 28
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Hebard, King, M 'M anus, Morton and M r 

Speaker Browne.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Com

stock, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, 
Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith 
of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
Williams, and Willoughby.

Absent M essrs Holland, O’Brien, Olmstead, and W right.
So the motion to lay on the table was disagreed to, when,
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,
Ordered, that said Bill be referred to the committee on Township 

and County Organization.
Senate file, No. 10, A n Act prescribing the general duties of 

Treasurer of State;
Senate file, No. 13, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of 

Secretary of State;
Senate file, No. 18, A n A ct concerning the southern boundary 

of Iowa;
Senate file, No. 17, Joint Resolution instructing our Representa

tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain six months pay for 
the volunteer company of cavalry, disbanded at Fort Atkinson on 
the 5th  of October, 1846 ;

Senate file, No. 6, Joint Resolution in relation to the Mexican 
W ar, and
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Senate file, No. 7, A  bill to divide the State of Iowa into Judicial 
Districts,

W ere severally read a first time.
M r Cochran asked, obtained leave, and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 13, Joint Resolution, in relation to printing 

bills;
W hich was read a first time.
M r Hebard moved that the Senate Resolution in relation to ap

pointing a committee to report a Catalogue of Acts, necessary to the 
organization and action of the State Government, be taken up and 
read a first time now;

W hich motion was put and agreed to,
And the same read a first time, when

On motion of M r Hebard,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time, and passed.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Hebard and Leffingwell, said 

committee on the part of the House, in accordance with the provi
sions of this Resolution.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate accordingly.
And then,
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

Ordered, That the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A. M . to
morrow.

Tuesday Morning, January 12th, 1847.

^  M r Goodrell presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ash- 
ington and Jefferson counties praying for the passage of an act for 
the improvement of Skunk river so that it will admit of downward 
navigation.

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with and 

that the same be referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 
M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct defining crimes and punish

ments.
M r Montague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to repeal an act entitled A n A ct for the improvement of 

sheep, approved February 8th, 1844.
M r Kinsman gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to change the name of the town of Newton city, the coun

ty seat of Jasper county.
M r Cochran from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported 

that they had examined
II. II. file, .No. 11, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Du Buque to Fort Atkinson.
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H . R . file, N o. 26, A n  A ct to change the name of the tow n of 
Chaldea in Appanooce county.

H . R . file, No. 1, M em orial to Congress for additional pay of the 
F o rt A tkinson troops, and

H . R . file, No. 23, A  B ill for an act to provide for taking an enu
meration of the w hite inhabitants of the State of Iowa, and find the 
same correctly engrossed.

M r Steele from the committee on Public Buildings subm itted the 
following report:

T he committee on Public Buildings, to whom was referred  the 
petition of D avid H enry  and ten others, praying for an amendment 
or repeal of A n  A ct to define a perch of stone w ork  in  Iow a 
T errito ry , respectfu lly  beg leave to report the same back to the 
H ouse w ith the ir opinion that it is inexpedient and unnecessary at 
this time to make any alterations or changes in  the law s alluded to 
in said petition.

T he  H ouse then proceeded to the consideration of said report,
A nd  the question being put, W ill the H ouse concur th ere in ?
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
So the report -was agreed to, and the committee discharged from 

any fu rther consideration of the subject.

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herew ith  re tu rn
H . R . file, N o. 12, Jo in t Resolution providing for the taking ef

fect of Jo in t Resolution requ iring  the A uditor of State to audit and 
allow the expenses of the late Convention.

T he same having passed the Senate w ith an amendment in  w hich 
the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.

A nd  then  he w ithdrew .

M r Sells from the committee on Incorporations subm itted the fol
low ing report:

T he committee on Incorporations to whom was referred  the bill 
of the H ouse, N o. 22, A n  A ct to authorize the w estern  settlement 
society of G uttem burgh, in the county of Clayton, to purchase and 
convey real estate, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed  me to report

T hat under the ninth article of the Constitution, second section, 
all incorporations, except for m unicipal or political purposes, by 
special act is prohibited; bu t it provides that the G eneral A ssem bly 
shall, by general law , provide for the organization of all incorpora
tions, except for B anking purposes, w hich are prohibited. Y our 
committee are clearly of opinion that the bill under consideration 
is neither for political or municipal purposes, and is prohibited un
der the clause of the Constitution above referred  to; it is true  that 
the w ord “ incorporation” is not made use of in  the bill bu t it p ro
vides for the creation of a body politic, w hich term  “body politic” 
is synonymous w ith  the w ord “ incorporation,” and as clearly de-
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fines the word, as any other term that could he used, and therefore 
we recommend the rejection of the bill.

The said report was read, when
The House proceeded to the consideration of the same,
And the question being put, shall the said bill be rejected?
I t  was' decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill was rejected.
M r M ‘Manus from the committee to whom the petition of sundry 

citizens of Scott and Muscatine counties, praying for a relocation of 
a part of a certain road therein named, reported

H. R . file, No. 36, A  bill for an act to review and relocate a 
portion of the Territorial road from Rockingham to Iowa city.

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Sells in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced
H . R. file, No. 37, A  bill for an act to provide for the manage

ment of the State Library and the election of a Librarian.
The said bill was read a first time.
H . R. file, No 30, A  bill for an act to provide for the election 

of one County Commissioner for each organized township in the 
several counties of this State,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on town
ship and county organization.

M r Bowie moved the following resolution:
W hich was read, considered, and agreed to.
Resolved, That Josiah Clifton be added to the Standing Commit

tee on township and county organization.
M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 2, Memorial to Congress asking permission to 

divert a part of the donation of land for the improvement of the Des- 
moines river, to the construction of a rail road.

The said bill was read a first time.
H . R. file, No. 34, A  Bill for an act to incorporate the town of 

F airfield ;
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Matson,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Incor

porations.
H . R. file, No. 25, A  Bill for an act, to amend an act, for 

Organization of Townships, Approved February 17th, 1842,
Was read a second time, when
M r Comstock moved that the same be engrossed, and read a third 

time to-morrow;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved that the same be committed to the Committee 

of the Whole House, and made the order of the day for to-morrow; 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Town
ship and County Organization.

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That said committee be instructed to report as soon as 

practicable.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 12, A  Bill for an act in relation to clerks and pro
secuting attorneys, also

Senate file, No. 15, A n A ct for the organization of the county of 
Dallas ;

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested;
And then he withdrew.

Senate file, No. 10, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of 
T reasurer of State,

Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to amend the same by striking out all after 

the word order, in the last line of the sixth section, and inserting the 
words o f their date, in lieu thereof.

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Smyth, of Linn, moved to amend the same by adding the fol

lowing, as section 12,
Section 12, That the necessary incidental expenses of the Trea

surer shall be at the expense of the State, and this act shall take 
effect and be in force from and after its publication in the weekly 
papers of this city;

The said amendment was read, and
The question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the said section was incorporated in the bill accordingly.
M r Day moved to further amend, as follows : Insert after the 

word legislation, in the first line of the third section, the words 
and when not in  session the Governor.

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the motion was agreed to.
Ordered, That the said amendments be engrossed, and the bill read 

a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 13, An A ct prescribing the general duties of the 

Secretary of S tate;
Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to strike out the fourth section;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Smyth, of Linn, moved to amend the same by adding the fol

lowing, as section 11,
Section 11, That all necessary incidental expenses of the office of 

Secretary of State shall be at the expense of the State, and this act
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shall take effect and be in force from and after its publication in th» 
weekly papers of this city;

The said amendment was read,
And the question being stated, Will the House agree thereto f
It was decided in the affirmative ;
And the said section incorporated in the bill accordingly.
M r Smyth of Linn, by leave, moved the following resolution,. 

which was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the committee appointed to investigate all cases 

of bribery attempted upon any member or officer of this House, bo 
allowed to sit during the session of this afternoon.

Senate tile, No. IS, A Bill for an act concerning the southern 
boundary of Iowa ; and

Senate file, No. 17, Joint Resolution, instructing our Represen
tatives in Congress, to use their exertions to obtain six months 
pay for the volunteer Company of Cavalry, disbanded at Fort At
kinson, on the fifth of October, 1846,

Were severally read a second time.
Senate file, No. 6, Joint Resolution in relation to the Mexican 

war,
Was read a second time, when
A motion was made bv Mr Cochran, to lay the same on th» 

table;
And the question being put,
It was decided in the negative, j Nays—23'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, M'Manus, M‘Pherrin, 

Rathbun, Sells, Steele, and Williams.
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Goodrell, Green, Har

dy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffinsrwell, Lyons, Matson, Morton, Mon-_ 
tague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, Wright and M r Speaker 
Browne.

Messrs Comstock, Hehard, Holland, King, and O’Brien not 
voting.

So the motion to lay on the table was disagreed to.
M r Goodrell moved that the same be committed to the commit

tee of the whole House, and that it be made the order of the day 
for Thursday next.

And the question being put,

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays—^9*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Good

rell, Green, Hardy, King, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, 
M‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Up
degraff, Whitmore, Williams, Wright and Mr Speaker Browne.

18
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Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Cochran, Day, Leech, M 'Pherrin , Montague, Olmttead, 

Smith of Mahaska, Steele and Willoughby.
Absent, M essrs Comstock* Hebard, Holland and O’Brien.

And so it was
Ordered, That the said resolution be committed to a committee 

of the whole House for Thursday next.
And then,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M .

2 o’clock, P. Mi

Senate file, No. 2, A  Bill to amend the A ct of the Territorial 
Legislature, entitled An Act for the organization of townships, ap- 
proved 17th of February 1842,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the same be read a third time to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 13, Joint Resolution relative to the printing of 

Laws,
Was read a second time, and
Ordered to be read a third time on to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act, providing that the legal 

voters in each county determine at the township election, whether 
the county commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxicat
ing liquors in said counties or not,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Montague,

Ordered, That the same be committed to the committee of the 
whole House for to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 17, A  Bill for an act to repeal certain parts of 
an act regulating marriages,

Was read a third time,
And the question being put shall the bill pass?
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the said bill was rejected.
H . R . file, No. 23, An Act to provide for the’ taking an enu

meration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa, and
H . R. file, No. 26, An Act to change the name of the town of 

Chaldea, in Appanooce county;
W ere severally read a third time, passed and their titles agreed to. 
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bills.
H . R. file, No. 11, Joint Resolution, providing for a mail route 

from Du Buque to Fort A tkinson;
'Was read a third, time passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
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H . R. file, No. 1, Memorial to Congress for additional pay for 
the Fort Atkinson troops ;

Was read a third time and passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
And then,
On motion of M r Day,

Ordered, That the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M . to
morrow.

Wednesday Morning, January 13th, 1847.

M r Smyth of Linn, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Linn county, praying the passage of an act in relation to the distri
bution of the school funds ; and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the Committee on Schools.
M r Goodrell presented the petition of Samuel Culbertson and 

James W alters, Commissioners of Washington county, praying for 
the passage of an act authorizing them to levy a tax for certain pur
poses therein nam ed;

W hich was read, and 
On his motion,

Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of one.
The Speaker appointed M r Goodrell said committee.
M r Smith, of Mahaska, gave notice of a motion for leave to intro

duce,
A  Bill to provide for the organization of Poweshiek county.
M r Bailey gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,
A  Bill concerning water-crafts, lost goods and estrays.
M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,
A  Bill to amend an act regulating marriages.
M r Kinsman, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained - 

leave, and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution, instructing our Representa

tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain the establishment 
of a mail route from Iowa city to Fort Dcsmoines.

The said resolution was read a first time.
M r Montague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 38, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled An 

Act for the improvement of sheep.
The said bili was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Montague,
Ordered, That the printing of the same be dispensed with.
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M r M ‘Pherrin, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

H. R. file, No. 39, A  Bill for an act to provide for the selection 
and location of lands granted to this State by an act of Congress, 
approved March 3d, 1845.

The said bill was read a first time.
H. R. file, No. 31, A  Bill for an act to attach a tier of townships 

to Black Hawk county;
Was read a second time, and

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Town

ship and County Organization.
H . R. file, No. 32, A  Bill prescribing the time, manner and place 

of holding elections for Senators to Congress ;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, That the same be engrossed, and read a third time to

morrow.
H . R. file, No. 33, A  Bill for an act making judgments, rendered 

in the Supreme Court, liens upon real estate in any county in this 
State,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Cochran,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on the Ju 
diciary.

H . R. file, No. 35, A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled An 
Act providing for and regulating general elections;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Elec
tions.

H. R. file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to review and relocate a 
portion of the territorial road from Rockingham to Iowa city;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r M ‘Manus,

Ordered, That the same be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

H . R. file, No. 2, Memorial to Congress, asking permission to 
divert a part of the donation of land, donated for the improvement of 
the Desmoines river, to the construction of a rail road;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Montague,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Incor
porations.

Senate file, No. 7, A  Bill for an act to divide the State of Iowa 
into judicial districts;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Sells,
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O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the select committee, ap
pointed to district the State into jud icial districts.

H . R . file, No. 13, Jo in t Resolution relative to the printing of 
laws.

W as read a th ird  tim e, passed and title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said resolution.
Senate file, No. 2, A  Rill for an act to amend the act of the T e r

ritorial L egislature, entitled A n A ct for the organization of tow n
ships, approved 17th F ebruary , 1S42;

Senate file, No. 10, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of 
T reasu rer of Stale;

Senate file, No. 13, A n A ct p rescrib ing  the general duties of 
Secretary of State;

Senate file, No. 17, Jo in t Resolution instructing our R epresenta
tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain six months pay 
for the volunteer company of cavalry, disbanded at F o rt A tkinson, 
on the fifth of O ctober, 1846; and

Senate file, No. 18, A n  A ct concerning the southern boundary of 
Io w a ;

W ere  severally read a th ird  time, passed, and their titles agreed
to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate accordingly.
Senate file, No. 12, A  Bill for an act in  relation to clerks and 

prosecuting a tto rneys;
W as read a first time, w hen
M r Comstock moved that fifty copies of the same be printed.
W hich motion was. put and disagreed to.
Senate file, No. 15, A n  A ct for the organization of the county’ of 

D allas.
W as read a first time.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendment of 

the Senate to the bill of the H ouse, No. 12, Jo in t Resolution pro
viding for the taking effect of Jo in t Resolution requiring the A udi
to r of State to audit and allow the expenses of the late Convention to 
form a Constitution for the Slate of Iowa.

T he  said amendment was read,
A nd the question was stated, W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
A nd after debate,
A  motion w as made by M r G oodrell, that the H ouse concur 

therein .
A nd the question being put,
I t  w as decided in the affirmative.
So the amendment of the Senate to the said bill w ?s agreed to.
O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk notify the Senate thereof.
M r M oiton, from 1he C cnm iltce on T ow nship and C cunty O r

ganization, submitted the follow irg report :
The committee to whom was referred  the bill of the H ouse, No. 

25, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct for the organization of tow n
ships, have had the same under consideration, and respectfully' ask 
leave to report the same Lack to the H ouse w ith the following amend-
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merits, in which the concurrence of the House is requested, to w it: 
Strike out the word “ collectors,” in the third line of the first sec
tion, and insert in lieu thereof the words “ treasurers.” Provided, 
That the remedy of said constables, so collecting, shall extend to 
personal property only.

The said report was read, and lays over for a second reading on 
to-morrow.

The Speaker submitted the following report from the Secretary 
of State:

SECRETARY’S REPORT.
S e c r e t a r y ’s  O f f i c e  I o w a , >

January 12th, A . D., 1847. $
S i r : In answer to a communication, this day received from t h e  

Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives of the State of Iowa; 
covering copies of two resolutions, one relative to the census, and 
the other relative to the valuation of the real and personal property 
within the State, I  have the honor to transmit the accompanying 
abstracts.

Very respectfully, sir,
Your ob’t servant,

E L IS H A  C U TLER, J r .
Secretary of State.

To the Hon. J e s s e  B. B r o w n e ,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Iowa.

S e c r e t a r y ’s O f f i c e ,  I o w a ,  )
January 12th, A . D., 1847. $ 

Abstract of the returns of the census of the Territory of Iowa, 
taken in the year, A . D. 1846, so far as the same has been returned 
and remains on file in this office.

C o u n t i e s .
Lee,
Van Buren, 
Des Moines, 
Henry,
Du Buque,
Jackson,
Wapello,
Louisa,
Washington,
Linn,
Mahaska,
Cedar,
Jones,
Muscatine,
Marion, -

- (partial)

T o t a l  N u m b e r .
- 12,860 

9,870
- 9,391 

6,875
- 6,030 

4,767
- 4,422 

3,644
- 3,483 

3,411
- 2,942 

2,862
- 1,758 

1,485
- 1,360
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C o u n t i e s . T o t a l  N u m b e b -
Polk, . . . . . .  1,301
Appanooce, . . . . . .  1,300
Delaware, - - - - - -  781
Benton and ) - - - - -
Blackhawk, \
Buchanan, - - - - - -  149

A t t e s t ,  ELISHA CUTLER, Jr.
Secretary of Stats.

(Copy.)
A u d i t o r ’s  O f f i c e ,

Iowa City, Iowa, Jan. 12, 1847.
To E l i s h a  C u t l e r , Jr. Esq.

Secretary of State.
S i r : I  have the honor to reply to your letter of this morning, 

that the valuation of the real and personal property of the several 
counties of this State, as made by the Assessors for the year 1846, 
is as follows:

C o u n t i e s . V a l u a t i o n .
Jackson, - - - - - -  287,121
L i n n , ..................................................  496,571
Washington, . . .  - - 340,557
Des Moines, - - - - - 1,671,890
Keokuk, - - - - - -  105,952
S c o t t , ..................................................  406,452
Clayton, . . . . . .  138,124
Henry, . . . . . .  673,040
Clinton, - - - - - -  155,612
Muscatine, - - - - -  732,680
Delaware, - - - - - -  70,988
Lee, - - - - - - 1,368,458
Monroe, - - - - - -  24,635
P o l k , ....................................................................354
Benton, - - - - - - 14,793
Marion, - - - - - - -  32,740
Louisa, - - - - 395,490
Jones, - - - - - -  142,496
Davis, . . . . . .  168,574

$7,226,527
From the counties of Jefferson, Cedar, Wapello,

Johnson, Du Buque and Van Buren, no re
turns have been made, hut I would estimate 
the amount at - - - - - 3,000,000

Total, $10,226,527

Very respectfully yours
JOS. T. FALES,

Auditor of Stats.
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And then, on motion,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P, M.

H. R. file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act providing that the legal 
voters in each county determine, at the township election, whether 
the County Commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxi
cating liquors in said counties or not; being the order of the day, 
was considered in Committee of the Whole House, M r Lyons in the 
chair; and after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported the same back to the House with sundry 
amendments.

And the question was stated, W ill the House concur therein ?
And after debate,

A nd the question being put, will the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the amendments of the Committee of the Whole House wero 

concurred in ; when
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, That the same be referred to a select committee of three. 
The Speaker appointed M essrs Matson, Smyth of Linn and 

Bowie said committee.
M r Bowie moved the following resolution, by leave,
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to employ, when 

necessary, a person to assist in enrolling bills, and other duties ap
pertaining to his office.

The said resolution was read,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the same be laid on the table until to-morrow.

A fter which,
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M . to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, January 14th, 1847.

M r M 'Pherrin  moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered and agreed to:

Resolved, That the printing of bills shall hereafter be discontinu
ed except by special order of the House.

M r Updegraff moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That it is expedient that the Jurisdiction now exer

cised by Judges of Probate, be conferred upon and exercised by 
the District Courts, and the clerks thereof;

The said resolution was read, and 
On motion of Mr Updegraff,
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Ordered, That the same he referred to the Standing Committee on 
the Judiciary, w ith instructions to report a bill in compliance there
with.

M r Cochran moved the following resolution,
W hich was read, considered and agreed to:
Resolved, That the commmittee on claims, to whom was referred 

the petition of M r Graham of Lee County, be instructed to report 
at as early a day as practicable.

M r Olmstead moved the following resolution, which was read 
considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That a committee of two, be appointed on the part of 
the House, to act in conjunction with a similar committee 011 the 
part of the Senate, to ascertain and report on what day the present 
session of the General Assembly may be brought to a close, w ith
out injury to the public interest;

The Speaker appointed M essrs Olmstead and Sells said commit
tee.

M r Olmstead gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to establish the boundaries of the counties of Clayton and 

Fayette, and also
A  Bill to establish new counties and define their boundaries, in 

the late cession from the Winnebago Indians.
M r Hardy gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill providing for the appointment of two or more land com

missioners, to locate the School Lands and defining the duties of the 
same.

M r Morton gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an act to establish, locate and provide for the support 

of a State University.
M r Olmstead gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to provide for choosing Electors of President, and Vice 

President of the United States.
M r M 'Pherrin , in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
H . R . file, No. 15, Joint Resolution in relation to the pay of 

members and officers of the Legislative Assembly;
Which was read a first time.
M r Morton from the committee on Township and County organ

ization, submitted the following Report:
.The committee on Township and County organization, to whom 

was referred
H . R . file, No 30, A  Bill to provide for the election of one 

County Commissioner for each organized township in the several 
counties of this State, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report,

That in the opinion of the committee, an innovation upon the pre
sent system of county organization, in the point proposed in the 
bill, is at the present time inexpedient: and that the committee re
commend the indefinite postponement of the bill.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said Report. 
And after the reading of the report,

19
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On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the same be committed to the Committee o f the 

W hole House and that it be made the order of the day for to-mor
row.

M r Matson from the select committee to whom was referred,
H . R. file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act providing that the legal 

voters in each county determine, at the township election, whether 
the County Commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxi
cating liquors in said counties or not; reported the same back to 
the House with the following amendments:

Section 3d. That notice shall be given of such election, at the 
time and in the manner required for the election of township offi
cers, by the Clerk of each township.

Section 7th. This act shall be in force, and take effect, on and 
after the first Monday in February, A . D . 1847, by publication in 
the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa Standard of this city.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report,
And the said amendments being read,
And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein ?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments of the committee were agreed to, w hen  
M r Montague moved to further amend the same by adding there

to the following sections as sections 8, and 9, of said bill.
Section 8, It shall be lawful for any person or persons to sell 

any quantity of spirituous or vinous liquors, not less than one quart, 
but in no case shall any person, or persons, be permitted to sell the 
same, to be drank in the house the same is sold in.

Section 9, A ll acts and parts o f acts contravening the provis
ions of this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed.

The said amendments were read, when
M r Smyth of Linn, moved a division of the question,
W hich was ordered, and
The question being upon agreeing to the first amendment of M r  

Montague, to wit: the 8th section.
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto?
And pending which,
A  motion was made by Mr Morton, to amend the same, by strik

ing out the words “ person or persons,” and inserting in lieu there
of the words “Druggist or apothecaries,”

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
• ( y  sets 10

It was decided in the negative,  ̂ N ays 26'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Day, Hebard, Holland, King, 

Kinsman, M ‘Manus, and Morton,
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, 
Montague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska,
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Smyth, of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, 
W right and M r Speaker Browne,

So the amendment of M r Morton was disagreed to,
* The question then recurring upon the original motion,

And the question being put,

I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays__23
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Clifton, Hardy, Hebard, Kinsman, Leeeh, Lef- 

fingwell, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Wrhit- 
more and Willoughby'.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, 

Day, Goodrell, Green, Holland, King, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, 
M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Upde
graff, W right and M r Speaker Browne.

So the first amendment of M r Montague was disagreed to.
The question then recurring upon agreeing to the second amend

ment of M r Montague, to wit, the 9th section,
And the question being put,
I t  was decided in the negative.
And the second amendment was disagreed to, when 
M r Day moved the following as an additional section.
Section 7. Druggists and Physicians who sell spirituous or vi

nous liquors, for sickness only, shall pay no licence, nor be subject 
to the provisions of this act, all acts to the contrary notwithstand
ing.

T he said amendment was read,
And the question being put,
W ill the House agree thereto ?

I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays 2 l'
T he yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bowie, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Hardy, Hebard, Hol

land, King, Kinsman, Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, Sells, W right and 
M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Goodrell, 

Green, Leech, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Steele, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, and Willoughby.

So the said amendment was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Bonham to amend the fifth line 

of the 2d Section by striking out the words “ every subsequent 
election thereafter;”

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Smyth of Linn, moved to further amend the same section, by 

inserting after the word “ State” the words “ and at the next annual 
Township election thereafter;”
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W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Montague moved to amend the Bill by adding the following 

to come in as the 4th section:
“ Section 4th. Each legal voter shall also decide whether he is 

in favor of restriction upon the retailing of vinous and spirituous 
liquors, or against said restriction.”

The said amendment was read,
A nd the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?

f Y 7
I t was decided in the negative, j Nays—28
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 

'  M essrs Bailey, Day, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, 
and Reynolds.
. Those who voted in the negative, are

M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, 
Comstock, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, King, Leech, M at
son, M 'M anus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Smith of 
Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
Willoughby, W right and M r Speaker Browne.

M essrs O’Brien and Williams, not voting.
So the amendment was disagreed to.

And then,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

The House proceeded to the further consideration of the Bill of 
the House,

No. 29. A  Bill providing that the legal voters, in each county, 
determine at the next township election, whether the County Com
missioners shall grant license for retailing of intoxicating liquors in 
said counties, or not; and which was pending, when the House ad
journed at the morning session.

M r Smyth of Linn, moved to amend the Bill, by striking out the 
second section and substituting the following, in lieu thereof

Section 2d. That at the first township election to be holden in 
this State, there shall be a poll opened in each township of the sev
eral counties of the State, by the township officers or Judges of 
Election, for a vote to be taken upon a “ license,” or “no license,” 
which vote shall be by ballot, and at every annual township elec
tion thereafter the trustees of each township may order an ejection, 
on the same subject when in their opinion it may be proper to do 
so.

The said amendment was read,
And the question being put will the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the said amendment was incorporated in the bill accord

ingly.
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M r Clifton moved to amend the bill by adding the following pro
viso to the first section,

“ Provided, That Merchants shall not be hereby prohibited from 
selling any quantity not less than one quart of spirituous or vinous 
liquors.”

W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading to
morrow.

M r Cochran from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported that 
they have examined

H . R. file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to review and relocate a 
portion of the territorial road from Rockingham to Iowa city; also 

H . R. file, No. 32, A  Bill prescribing the time, manner and place 
of holding elections for Senators to Congress;

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Hebard from the joint committee appointed to report a list of 

Acts, submitted the following report:
The Joint Committee appointed to report a list of Acts have ' 

agreed to report the following as necessary to be passed at the pre
sent session of the General Assembly, to wit:

State and County Revenue.
System of Common Schools.
A ct in relation to Justices of the Peace.
Enumeration of Inhabitants.
Des Moines River Grant.
Judicial and Congressional Districts.
Election and salaries of various officers.
Time of holding Courts.
Costs and Fees.
Public Printing.
Organization of Courts and Practice.
Sale of School Lands.
Appointment of Commissioners to report a code of Laws.
Provide for selecting the five hundred thousand acre grant.
The said report was read, when
The House proceeded to the consideration thereof.
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the report of the joint committee was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof, and 

request its concurrence therein.
A  motion was then made by M r Hebard to refer the subject of 

the five hundred thousand acre grant to the select committee on the 
Des Moines river grant.

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
On motion of M r Hebard,

Resolved, That the several committees having the several sub
jects reported in their charge, be instructed to report bills for the 
same as soon as practicable.
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Senate file, No. 12, A n A ct in relation to clerks and prosecut
ing attorneys;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, That the same be engrossed for a third reading to
morrow.

Senate file, No. 15, A n A ct for the organization of the county of 
Dallas,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Clifton,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing committee on 
New Counties.

H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution, requesting our Representa
tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain a mail route from 
Iowa city to Fort Desmoines,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Day,

Ordered, That the same he engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

H . R. file, No. 25, A  Bill for an act to amend an act for the or
ganization of Townships, approved February 17th, 1842, and the 
report of the committee on county and township organization, to 
whom the same was referred, in relation thereto, was taken up, and 
the report read and concurred in, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
O rdered, That the same he engrossed for a third reading to-mor- 

t row.
! H . R. file, No. 37, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage

ment of the State Library, and the election of a Librarian;
Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to amend the ninth section of the same by in

serting the words “ in the forenoon,” after the word “nine” in the 
second line and striking out the words “ to twelve M . and from two.” 

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Morton moved to amend the 2d section by striking out the 

words “be permitted to” in the first line thereof.
Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Leffingwell moved to amend the second section of the bill as 

follows:
Insert after the words “ United States,” in the fifth line of the 

second section, the words “ and all officers of the Legislative A s
sembly, and clerks of the Supreme Court.”

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Day moved to further amend the same by adding the follow

ing proviso to the second section:
Provided, No person shall be hereby prohibited from reading in 

the library, at all times when the same is required by law to he kept 
open, under such rules as the librarian may impose.

Which motion was put and agreed to.
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M r Leffingwell moved to further amend, by inserting after the 
word “ Supreme” the words “ Court of the State.”

M r Cochran moved to further amend, by filling the blank in the 
second line of the eleventh section, with the words “ five thousand.” 

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran then moved to fill said blank with the words “ two 

thousand five hundred.”
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Sells moved to fill said blank with the words “ four thousand;” 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the said bill he referred to the Standing Committee 

on Schools.
H . R. file, No. 32, A  Bill prescribing the time, manner and place 

of holding elections for Senators to Congress,
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to review’ and relocate a por

tion of the territorial road from Rockingham to Iowa city,
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 6, Joint Resolution in relation to the M exican 

war, being the order of the day, was considered in Committee of the 
Whole House, M r Matson in the chair. And after some time spent 
therein the committee rose, and by their chairman, reported the 
same hack to the House without amendment.

M r Bowie moved a call of the House, which was ordered and had, 
and M essrs Comstock, O’Brien, Olmstead, Steele and Williams 
found absent.

On motion,
M essrs O ’Brien and Williams w ere excused from attending on 

account of sickness; when
On motion of M r Hebard,

The further call of the House was dispensed w ith;
And pending the consideration of the said hill,

On motion of M r Reynolds,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Friday Morning, January 15th, 1847#

M r M ‘Manus presented the petition of sundry citizens of Scott 
County, praying for a re-charter of Wilson’s F erry; and,

On motion of M r M ‘Manus,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition he dispensed with, and 

that the same he referred to the standing Committee on Incorpora
tions.

M r Cochran presented the petition of sundry citizens of the town
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of Keokuk, praying for the passage of an A ct to Incorporate said 
town, and,

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with and 

that the same be referred to the standing Committee on Incorpora
tions.

M r Leech presented the petition of sundry citizens of Davis 
County, praying for the location of a State Road therein named, 
and,

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with and 

that the same be referred to the standing Committee on Roads and 
Highways.

M r Olmstead moved the following Resolution:
Resolved, That the Committee on Bribery and Corruption, be re

solved into a standing committee on bribery and corruption.
Which was read, and

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, To be laid on the table.
M r M ‘Pherrin, from the Committee on Claims, to which was re

ferred the memorial of A rthur Graham, submitted the following 
report; which was read and concurred in and the committee dis
charged from any further consideration of the said subject.

The committee on claims to whom was referred the memorial of 
A rthur Graham of the county of Lee, have had the same under con
sideration, and beg leave to report,

That the memorialist states in substance that he purchased a 
claim, so called, to a half section of land in Lee county, for which 
he paid $250, that he made some little improvement on it, amount
ing to about $12,50, that he placed it in the care of an agent, and 
that afterwards some public functionary as an agent of the Gov
ernment selected his claim for school purposes for the use of the 
township of Charleston in Lee county, whereby the memorialist 
has lost the opportunity of making a farm.

Your committee have been unable to dicover from the memorial 
any equitable grounds of relief for the memorialist. He does not 
state what government has seized his claim— nor that the agent of 
the government acted unlawfully; nor does it appear from the me
morial, or from any principle of law or equity known to your com
mittee that either the State or Territorial government had pledged 
their faith to protect a citizen situated as your memorialist was in 
the possession of his claim against the rightful claims of any govern
ment. I f  the land was taken from him, contrary to any existing 
law, the general remedy by action of right, ejectment or forcible 
entry, has been provided for him. Your committee have no doubt 
from the general tenor of the memorial, that a hardship has been 
suffered; but from the vague and imperfect manner of setting it 
forth, they are not satisfied that the memorialist has any ju st claim 
to legislation in his behalf. Your committee, therefore, ask leave
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to be discharged from the fu rther consideration of the subject re fe r
red  to them.

M r M atson from the majority of the committee on Schools to 
whom was referred  the bill of the H ouse, No. 37, A  Bill for an act 
to provide for the management of the State L ib rary , and the election 
of a L ibrarian, subm itted the following report:

T he majority of the committee have had the said bill under con
sideration, and respectfu lly  ask  leave to "report the same back w ith  
the following amendments, in  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse 
is requested.

Substitute for the 10th section the following:
A  L ibrarian  shall be appointed by the G overnor w ith the advice 

and consent of the Senate, w ho shall hold his office for the term  of 
tw o years, and until his successor is elected and qualified.

F ill the b lank in the eleventh section w ith  the w ords “ five thou
sand.”

F ill the b lank in  the seventeenth section w ith  the w ords “ one 
hundred .”

A lso  add the following section:
Section 22d, T hat an act to provide for the appointment of a L i

brarian  and other purposes, approved January  4th, 1840, be and 
the same is hereby repealed.

A lso add the following section:
Section 21st, T hat it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State 

to b ring  suit on th e  bond of the L ibrarian  for a violation of any of 
the foregoing A ct.

M r Comstock from the select committee on the Desmoines 
R iver G rant, subm itted the following report:

T he  committee to whom w as referred  the bill of the Senate No. 
7, entitled

A  Bill for an act to divide the State of Iow a into judicial districts, 
have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to report the 
bill back to the H ouse w ith  one alteration, to w it; take “ V an B uren” 
from the “  th ird  d istric t,”  and add it to the first.

M r H ardy, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 
and introduced,

H . R . file, No. 40, A  B ill for an act to p revent the commissioner 
or commissioners from locating any of the school, un iversity  or li
brary  lands, on the odd sections w ith in  five miles of th e  Desmoines 
riv e r.

T he  said bill was read  a first time.
M r Kinsm an, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 41, A  B ill for an act to change the nam e'of N ew 

ton city to that of N ew ton.
T he said bill w as read a first tim e.
M r M orton, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 42, A  Bill for an act to locate, establish and 'p ro- 

vide for the support of a State u n iv e rs ity ;
T he said bill was read  a first time, and
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On motion of M r Updegraff,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M e S p e a k e r :

I herewith return to the House,
H. R. file, No. 26, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 

Chaldea, in Appanooce county;
H . R. file, No. 8, Joint Resolution, in relation to obtaining privi

lege from the State of M issouri to erect dams across the Desmoines 
r iv e r ;

H . R. file, No. 13, Joint Resolution relative to the printing of 
Laws,

The same having been passed by the Senate;
I  herewith present for your signature,
A n act concerning the Southern boundary of Iowa and
Joint Resolution, instructing our Representatives in Congress, 

to use their exertions to obtain six months pay for the volunteer 
company of cavalry, disbanded at Fort Atkinson on the 5th of Oc
tober, 1846;

The same having passed the General Assembly, and been re
ported correctly enrolled;

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

The Senate have ordered the printing of five hundred copies of 
the report of the Committee on Internal Improvements;

And then he withdrew.

Senate file, No. 6, Joint Resolution in relation to the Mexican 
w ar;

Was read a second time, when
M r Sells moved to strike out the preamble of the same and insert 

the following:
, Whereas our country is now involved in a war with Mexico—a 
war which was predicted by the sage of Ashland—a war which the 
ex-President M artin Van Buren used his influence to avert— a war 
which the illustrious senator, Thomas H . Benton, of Missouri, 
thought would be the inevitable result of the annexation of Texas, 
and which we believe is the main cause of the existence, of said 
war with M exico; and, whereas, notwithstanding the country is 
involved in a war, which better counsels might have avoided, still 
we deem it the bounden duty of every American to stand fast by 
his country, and render her every “ aid and comfort” in his power, 
in order the sooner to terminate said w ar;

Which was read, when
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A call of the House was ordered and had, and Messrs Green, 
O’Brien, Steele and Williams found absent, when 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Messrs O’Brien and Steele were excused from attending on ac

count of sickness.
On motion of Mr Comstock,

The further proceedings under the call were dispensed with.
M r Day moved the following amendment to the amendment: 
That the editors of all newspapers in Mexico he requested to 

give the preamble offered by the gentleman from Muscatine, as an 
amendment to the preamble and resolutions passed by the Senate, 
three insertions, and forward their bills to the House of Represen
tatives of Iowa;

Which was read,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?

c eas—*7
It was decided in the negative,  ̂Nays-—27
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, 

Whitmore and Willoughby.
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clif

ton, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy', Hebard, Holland, King, Kins
man, Leech, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Updegraff, Wright and 
Mr Speaker Browne.

So the amendment of M r Day was disagreed to.
M r Day moved to refer the resolution and amendments to the 

Standing Committee on the Militia.
M r Cochran moved to amend the motion by referring the same 

to the Committee on Ways and Means,
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question then recurring on the motion of M r Day,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays_13'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Green, 

Hardy, Hebard, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lymns, Matson, 
M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whit
more, Willoughby and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Goodrell, Holland, King, 

M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Updegraff 
and Mr Speaker Browne.

So the motion prevailed, and the resolution and amendments were 
referred to the Committee on the Militia; and then,

On motion of Mr Day,
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The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. SI.

H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution, requesting our Representa
tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain a mail route from 
Iowa city to Fort Desmoines,

Was read a second time.
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, That the same be engrossed for a third reading to
morrow.

H. R. file, No. 38, A  Bill for an act to repeal an act, entitled An 
Act for the improvement of sheep;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Leech,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Agriculture.

Senate file, No. 12, A  Bill for an act in relation to clerks and pro
secuting attorneys;

Was read a third time, when
M r Comstock moved to lay the same on the table until Monday 

nex t;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That the bill be laid on the table until Tuesday next.
H . R. file, No. 30, A  Bill for an act to provide for the election 

of one county commissioner for each organized township in the seve
ral counties of this State, and the report of the Committee on County 
and Township Organization, to whom the same was referred in re
lation thereto, being the order of the day, was considered in Com
mittee of the Whole House, M r Cochran in the chair. And after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their chairman 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended the rejec
tion thereof.

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the report was agreed to, and the said bill rejected.

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The resolution of the House, authorizing the Chief Clerk to em

ploy an assistant;
Was taken from the table and read, when
M r Bonham moved to amend the same, by inserting after the 

word “ employ,” the name of “ George E . Bronson.”
And after debate,
A  motion was made by M r Cochran to lay the resolution and pro

posed amendment on the table;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the resolution and amendment were laid on the table; and then,
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On motion of M r Olmstead,
T he House adjourned, until 10 o’clock, A . M. on Monday next.

Monday Morning, January 18th, 1847#

M r Willoughby presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van 
Buren county, praying for the location of a certain state road there
in named; also

The remonstrance of sundry citizens of Van Buren County, re
monstrating against the location of said road.

On motion of M r Willoughby,
Ordered, That the reading he dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to a select committee. The Speaker appointed M essrs 
Willoughby, Montague and M ‘Pherrin said committee.

M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,
A  Bill, for an act, to authorize Isaac A. Lefevre to establish and 

keep a ferry on the Mississippi river, at the town of Montrose, in 
Lee County.

M r Hardy gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill, for an act, providing for General Incorporations.
M r Day from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported as cor

rectly enrolled, bills of the following titles, viz:
H. R. file, No. 8, Joint Resolution relative to a grant of

land for the improvement of the navigation of the Desmoines 
River;

H . R. file, No. 13, Joint Resolution relative to the printing of 
laws.

H . R. file, No. 26, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 
Chaldea in Appanooce county, and

H. R. file, No. 12, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 
Prairie la Porte in the county of Clayton.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Cochran from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported as

correctly engrossed, bills of the following titles, viz:
H . R. file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act providing that the legal 

voters in each county determine, at the township election, whether 
the County Commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxi
cating liquors in said counties or not.

H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution, requesting our Representa
tives in Congress to use their exertions to obtain a mail route from 
Iowa city to Fort Desmoines, and

H . R. file, No. 25, A  Bill to amend an act for the organization 
of townships, Approved February, 17th., 1842,

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Morton from the committee on county' and township organi

zation, submitted the following “ Report:”
“The committee on county and township organization, to whom 

■was referred the Bill of the House,
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H . R. file, No. 18, A  Bill for an act requiring the County Re
corder to perform the duties of the Clerk of the Board of County 
Commissioners have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same to the House with the following 
amendments;

1st, Strike out the 4th section.
2d, F ill the blank in section 5th, with “ two hundred dollars.”
3d, In Section 6th, line 1st, strike out the words “before entitled 

to any allowance of his annual salary as Clerk of said Board;”— in 
the same section the third line, strike out “for taking acknowledg
ments,” and in the fourth line strike out, “his Election;” and in the 
second line of the same section insert after the word “ shall” the 
word “annually;”

4th, Strike out all of the seventh section, after the second line, 
and insert

“And it shall be the duty of said Recorder to pay into the county 
treasury, immediately, all of said amount over and above four hun
dred dollars; provided that the Board of County Commissioners may 
allow said Recorder, to retain out of said excess, reasonable com
pensation paid by said Recorders to Deputies necessarily engaged 
by him.”

The said report remains with the orders of the day, for to-mor
row.

M r Montague, from the select committee on the Desmoines river 
Grant, reported,

H. R. tile, No. 43, A  Bill for an act, creating a Board of Public 
W orks, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river.

The said bill was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,

Ordered, That one hundred copies of the same, be printed for 
the use of the General Assembly.

M r Lyons, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 
and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 44, A  Bill for an act to locate the Iowa State 
University at Fairfield.

On motion of M r Lyons,
Ordered, That the first reading of the same be dispensed with, 

and that the usual number of copies be printed.
M r Montague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 45, A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act, enti

tled A n A ct concerning costs and fees, Approved February 11th, 
1843; and

On his motion,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies be printed, and that 

the first reading of the same be dispensed with.
II. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution in relation to the pay of 

Members and Officers of the General Assembly;
Was read a second time, when
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A motion was made by M r Leffingwell, that the same be indefi
nitely postponed,

And the question being put, Shall the same be indefinitely 
postponed ?

m c Yeas 23
It was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays 11*

• The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Cochran, Clif

ton, Day, Green, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, 
Lyons, M'Manus, Montague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith 
of Mahaska, Steele and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Comstock, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 

Sells, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby and Wright.
Absent, Messrs Matson, O’Brien, Smyth of Linn and Williams. 
So the motion prevailed and the Joint Resolution was indefinite

ly postponed. ^
H. R. file, No. 40, A Bill for an act to prevent the Commission

ers from locating any of the School, University or Library Lands, 
on the odd sections, within five miles of the Desmoines river.

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Comstock,

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading to
morrow.

H. R. file, No. 41, A Bill for an act to change the name of New
ton City to that of Newton,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Kinsman,

Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 

committee on schools, returning the Bill of the House (No. 37.) 
An Act to provide for the management of the State Library and 
the election of the Librarian; with sundry amendments thereto.

The said amendments were read the second time,
And the question was stated, Will the House agree thereto ? 
And pending which,
A motion was made by Mr Sells, that said report be rejected. 
And the question being put, it was decided in the negative.
So the motion to reject, was disagreed to.

On motion of Mr Sells,
Ordered That the Bill and report be laid upon the table, subject 

to the order of the House.
- ' The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 
reported to the Bill of the Senate, (No. 7,) An Act to divide the 
State into Judicial Districts;

The said amendments were read a second time, and 
The question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?
It was decided in the negative.
So the said amendments were disagreed to.
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A  motion was then  made by M r  Olmstead, to amend the B ill so 
as to transfer the county of M uscatine from the second D istric t to- 
the first.

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Leflingw ell moved to suspend the 42d ru le, and that the Bill 

be read a th ird  time now;
W hich motion w as pu t and disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved to commit to a Committee of the W hole 

H ouse for to-m orrow.
W hich motion w as pu t and disagreed to; w hen 

On motion of M r Leflingwell,
O rdered, T hat the Bill be read a th ird  time to-m orrow .
H . R . file, No. 42, A  Bill for an act to locate, establish and p ro 

vide for the support of a State U niversity . .
W as read a second time.

. O n motion of M r Sells,
O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Committee on Schools. 
H . R . file, N o. 25, A  Bill for an act to amend an act for the organi

zation of tow nships, approved F eb ruary  17th, 1842,
W as read a th ird  time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 29, A  Bill for an act, providing that the legal 

voters in  each tow nship determ ine at the tow nship election, w hether 
the county commissioners shall g ran t license for retailing intoxicat
ing liquors in  said tow nship or not,

W as read a th ird  time, passed and title agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 14, Jo in t Resolution instructing our R epresen ta

tives in  Congress to procure the establishm ent o f a certain mail 
route,

W as read a th ird  time, passed and title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief Cleric request the concurrence of the  

Senate in  the said b ills .
O n motion of M r Comstock,

Senate file, No. 12, A  B ill for an  act in  relation to clerks and 
prosecuting attorneys,

W as taken  from the table and read a th ird  time.
A nd  the question being put, Shall the bill pass ?

< Y eas 24
I t  was decided in  th e  affirmative,  ̂ N ays__H)'

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Com

stock, Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, M 'P h err in , 
M orton, M ontague, Olmstead, R athbun, Smith of M ahaska, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, W hitm ore, W righ t and M r Speaker B row ne. 

T hose who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, G reen, H ardy , K insm an, Leech, Leffing- 

w ell, Lyons, Reynolds and W illoughby.
A bsen t and sick, M essrs O ’B rien  and W illiam s.
So the said bill passed and its title w as agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk notify the Senate thereof.
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A message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 8, A  Bill to divide the State into congressional 
d istricts;

Senate file, No. 35, A  Bill relative to State seals; and also 
Senate file, No. 30, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Fairfield to Bloomfield;
In which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I herewith return  H. R. file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to review 

and relocate a portion of the territorial road from Rockingham to 
Iowa city;

The same having passed the Senate.
I  herewith return to the House, in which they originated,
Joint Resolution in relation to obtaining privilege from the State 

of M issouri to erect Dams across the Desmoines river,
Joint Resolution relative to the printing of Laws,
A n A ct to change the name of Chaldea, in Appanooce county; 

and also
A n A ct to change the name of the town of Prairie la Porte, in 

the county of Clayton.
The same being signed by the President of the Senate;
And then he withdrew.

On motion of M r Blair,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Hebard in the Chair;
On motion of M r Olmstead,

H . R. file, No. 28, A  Bill for an act to provide for rotation in 
office,

Was taken from the table and read a third time, when 
On motion of M r Day,

The House resolved itself into the Committee of the whole 
House, for the consideration of the same,

M r Bonham in the Chair;
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 

their chairman reported the same back to the House with sundry 
amendments, and asked the concurrence of the House thereto.

The said amendments w ere read, and considered separately.
The question being upon agreeing to the first amendment,
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the first amendment of the committee was agreed to.
The question was then put, W ill the House agree to the second 

amendment P
21
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And decided in the negative.
So the second amendment was disagreed to.
A motion was then made by M r Sells to amend the first section 

of the bill, by striking out the word “ twice,” and inserting the 
word “ once,” in lieu thereof.

And the question being put,
t • • ( yccis~ 'X1It was decided in the negative. |  Nays 11
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Hebard, 

Holland, M ‘Pherrin, M‘Manus, Morton, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, 
Steele and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Smyth 
of Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Absent, Messrs King, Lyons, Rathbun, Reynolds and M r Speak
er Browne.

Absent and sick, Messrs O’Brien and Williams.
So the motion of M r Sells was disagreed to.
A  motion was made by M r Bonham, to suspend the 42d rule, 

and that the bill be read a third time now,
Which motion was put and agreed to.
The said bill was then read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall it pass ?

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—^3
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bowie, Day, Leffingwell, M 'Pherrin, Morton, 

Olmstead and Sells.
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, 
M ‘Manus, Montague, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby and Wright.

Absent, Messrs King, Lyons, Rathbun, Reynolds and M r Spea
ker Browne.

Absent and sick, Messrs O’Brien and Williams.
So the said bill passed in the negative.
After which,

On motion of M r Cochran,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.
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Tnesday Morning, January 19th, 1847.

M r Hebard presented the remonstrance of sundry citizens of 
Union Township, in the county of Desmoines, remonstrating against 
the passage of any laws whereby the School Lands, may be ren
dered less valuable,

W hich was read, and,'
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Schools.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jones 
County, praying for the passage of an act to allow the voters of 
said county, to take a vote on the relocation of the Seat of Justice of 
said county, and

On motion of M r Matson,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with and 

that the same be referred to the standing Committee on Roads and 
Highways.

M r Hebard presented the petition of sundry citizens, of Des 
Moines County, praying for an amendment to the present poor 
laws.

W hich was read, and,
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Delegation from Des 
Moines county.

M r Olmstead moved the following resolution, which was read 
considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the special committee appointed to investigate 
the charges of bribery and corruption, against S. T . Marshall, and 
others, be instructed to report to this House, during the present ses
sion of the General Assembly.

M r Day moved the following resolution,
Resolved, That it is unnecessary and in conflict w ith the spirit 

and reasonable construction of the 11th section of the 4th article of 
the Constitution for this House to take any action upon the protest 
of a member before the same is placed upon the Journals of the 
House, if the member protesting insists upon its being done. And 
that it is the duty of the Clerk, independent of the concurrence 
or dissent of the House, to place the protest so offered, upon the 
Journals.

The said resolution was read,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays 2o’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffing-
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well, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of 
Linn, Whitmore, and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 
Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W right and 
M r Speaker Browne.

Absent M r Bailey.
Absent and sick M essrs O’Brien, and Williams.
So the Resolution of M r Day, was disagreed to.
M r Cochran from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported as 

correctly engrossed, bills of the following titles, viz:
H. R. file, No. 40, A  Bill for an act to prevent the Commission

ers from locating any of the School, University or L ibrary Lands, 
on the odd sections, within five miles of the Desmoines river, also 

H . R. file, No. 41, A  Bill for an act to change the name of N ew 
ton City to that of Newton,

M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they have on this day presented to the Governor for his approval,

H . R. file, No. 26, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 
Chaldea in Appanooce county,

H. R. file, No. S, Joint Resolution in relation to obtaining priv
ilege from the State of M issouri, to erect dams across the Des
moines river;

H . R. file, No. 13, Joint Resolution relative to the printing of 
laws, and

H . R. file, No. 12, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 
Prairie la Porte in the county of Clayton.

M r Smyth of Linn, from the committee on Roads and Highways, 
to whom was referred petitions in relation thereto, reported,

H . R. file No. 46, A Bill for an act to locate a State Road from 
Canton, in Jackson County, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar County. 

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Leech from the Select Committee to whom was referred the 

petition of sundry citizens of Appanooce county, praying for a re
view of a road in said county reported,

H. R. file, No. 47, A  Bill for an act to relocate a State Road 
named,

The said Bill, was read a first time.
M r Bonham, from the Committee on Agriculture, made the fol

lowing Report:
The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the Bill 

of the House,
No. 38, A  Bill for an act, to repeal an act for the improvement 

of sheep, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct
ed me to report the same to the House , and recommend its rejec
tion.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report.
And the question was stated, viz: shall the Bill be rejected? 
And the question being put,
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I t  was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays__12
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Comstock, Goodrell, Green, 

Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, Matson, 
M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Olmstead, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, 
Smyth of Linn, Sells, Whitmore, W right and M r Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Clifton, Day, Leffingwell, Morton, 

Montague, Reynolds, Steele, Updegraff and Willoughby.
Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien and Williams.
M r Sells, from the Committee on Incorporations, submitted the 

following report:
The Committee on Incorporations, to whom was referred the M e

morial of the House, No. 2, memorializing Congress to divert a part 
of the appropriation donated for the improvement of the Desmoines 
river, and for other purposes, have had the same under consider
ation, and after examination, have instructed me to make the fol
lowing report—

That, in the opinion of the committee, it would be unwise and 
injudicious in the General Assembly to ask Congress to divert any 
part of the appropriation, until survey is had, and report made of 
the possibility of improving said Desmoines river, on that part of 
said river (w here the memorial sets forth) is not susceptible of 
improvement. They, therefore, recommend that said memorial be 
rejected.

M r Sells, from the Committee on Elections, to whom was refer
red,

H . R. file, No. 35, A  Bill to amend an act, entitled A n A ct pro
viding for and regulating general elections ;

Reported the same back with the following amendments; insert 
after the word “ election,” in the second line of the second section, 
the words, “ and at least eight days before the holding of any spe
cial election.” Strike out the word “ thirty,” in the first line of the 
fourth section; also strike out all of the third line of said fourth 
section.

M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 48, A  Bill for an act to authorize Isaac A . Le- 
fevre, his heirs and assigns to keep a ferry on the Mississippi river, 
at Montrose, in Lee county.

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Hardy, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 49, A  Bill to authorize general incorporations by 

the General Assembly of the State of Iowa.
The said bill was read a first time, and the usual number of co

pies ordered to be printed.
H. R. file, No. 39, A  Bill to provide for the selection and loca-
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tion of lands, granted to this State bv an act of Congress: approved 
M arch 3d, 1845;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r M 'Pherrin ,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Expen
ditures.

H . R. file, No. 18, A  Bill requiring the county recorder to per
form the duties of the clerk of the Board of County Commissioners, 
and the report of the Committee on Township and County Organi
zation in relation thereto;

Was read and considered, when 
On motion of M r Clifton,

Ordered, That the bill and report be laid on the table, subject to 
the order of the House.

H . R. file, No. 40, A n A ct to prevent the commissioners from 
locating any of the school, university or library lands on the odd 
sections, within five miles of the Desmoines river,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 41, A n A ct to change the name of the town of 

Newton city, to that of Newton.
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 7, A  Bill for an act to divide the State of Iowa 

into judicial districts;
Was read a third time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, That the same be recommitted to the Standing Com

mittee on the Judiciary.
Senate file, No. 8, A n A ct to divide the State into congressional 

districts;
Senate file, No. 30, Joint Resolution, providing for a mail route 

from Fairfield to Bloomfield; and
Senate file, No. 35, A  Bill relative to State seals.
W ere severally read a first time.

On motion of M r Sells,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Committee on Schools, to the bill of the House (No. 37) A  Bill 
for an act to provide for the management of the State library, and 
for the election of a librarian.

The said amendments were read,
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto?
And pending which,
A  division of the question was called for and had,
And the question being upon agreeing to the first amendment, 

which was to substitute as section 10, the following:
Section 10, A  librarian shall be appointed by the Governor, with 

the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall hold his office for 
the term of two years, and until his successor is elected and quali
fied.
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And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
c YeaS' 2

I t was decided in the negative, j  Nays 30
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
M essrs Lyons and Olmstead.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Clif

ton, Comstock, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, 
Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, 
Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Upde- 
graff, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and M r Speaker Browne. 

Absent, M essrs Day, Goodrell, Leech and Matson.
A bsent and sick, M essrs O ’Brien and Williams.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
The question then being, W ill the House agree to the second 

amendment? to wit: fill the blank in the eleventh section with the 
words “ one hundred.”

And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the second amendment was agreed to, and the bill amended ac

cordingly.
The question then being upon agreeing to the third amendment, 

to wit: add as section twenty-one as follows:
“ I t shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to bring suit on the 

Bond of the Librarian for a violation of any of the foregoing act.”  
A nd the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the amendment was disagreed to.
The question then being upon agreeing to the last amendment of 

the committee, to wit: add as section twenty-two, as follows:
“An A ct to provide for the appointment of a Librarian, and for 

other purposes.” Approved January 4th, 1840, be and is hereby 
repealed.

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendment was agreed to, and incorporated in  the 

bill accordingly, when,
On motion of M r Sells,

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time 
to-morrow.

M r Cochran moved to take from the table, the Bill of the House, 
No. 48, entitled A  Bill for an act to authorize Isaac A . Lefevre, his 
heirs and assigns, to keep a F erry  across the Mississippi river at 
Montrose, in Lee county,

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
On motion of M r Cochran,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the Bill read a second time; 
and,

On motion of M r Cochran,
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing committee on 
Incorporations.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 16, A n A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie 
and other counties,

Senate file, No. 28, A n A ct in relation to Collectors’, Sheriffs’ 
and Coroners’ deeds,

Senate file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to repeal the charter of the 
town of Davenport,

Senate file, No. 37, Joint Resolution relative to a mail route from 
Iowa City, in the State of Iowa, to Albany, in the State of Illinois; 
and,

Senate substitute for H. R. file, No. 24, A  Bill concerning the 
distribution of the School Funds.

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested;
Also, without amendment,
H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution instructing our Representa

tives in Congress to procure a certain mail route,
H . R. file, No. 23, A n Act to provide for the taking an enu

meration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa,
The Senate have disagreed to the amendment made by the House

to
Senate file, No. 13, An A ct prescribing the general duties of 

Secretary of State;
I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct to amend the act of the Territorial Legislature, entitled 

A n A ct for the organization of townships, approved 17th Febru
ary, 1842; and,

A n A ct prescribing the general duties of Treasurer of State; 
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled;
A nd then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts; when,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Hebard in the Chair;
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the substitute of the 
Senate for the Bill of the House, (N o. 24,) entitled A  Bill concern
ing the distribution of the school moneys;

The said bill was read a first time, and
The 42d rule suspended, and read a second time, when,
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On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 

House, for the consideration of the same,
M r Bowie in the chair;
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 

their chairman reported the same back to the House with an amend
ment.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said bill,
The question being upon agreeing to said amendment,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the amendment of the committee was agreed to, when,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended and the bill read a third time;
And the question being stated: Shall the bill pass? W hen, .
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead, that the bill be indefinitely ■ 

postponed;
And the question being put: Shall the said bill be indefinitely 

postponed?

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays 31
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
M essrs Day, Hardy, Montague and Olmstead.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Clif

ton, Comstock, Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, 
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, M or
ton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby and W right.

Absent and sick, M essrs O ’Brien, •Williams and M r Speaker 
Browne.

So the motion to indefinitely postpone, was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Olmstead, that the House do 

now adjourn;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
The question then recurring upon the passage of the bill.
And the question being put: Shall the bill pass?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered,1 That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
M r Montague, (by the unanimous consent of the House,) here 

read a paper purporting to be a Protest, signed by sundry members 
of the House, and embodying the protests of M essrs Matson and 
M arshall, the latter, the prisoner in custody of the House, and asked 
that the same be spread on the Journals.

The said paper being read,
M r Bowie moved to lay the same on the table, subject to the 

order of the House;
And pending which, • ;

22
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M r Holland moved that the House adjourn;
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, . j  jg ’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Olmstead, 
Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff and W right,

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn, Whitmore, and Willoughby.

. Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien, Williams and M r Speaker 
Browne.

And so it was
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, A . M ., to

morrow.

Wednesday Morning, January 20th, 1847.

The House being called to order by M r Hebard,
On motion of M r Morton,

The House adjourned, for the purpose of giving to the hands em
ployed, time to put up the stove pipe, which had fallen down on 
the east side of the Hall.

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r M ‘Manus presented the petition of sundry citizens of Scott 
County, praying for the passage of an act, to prevent the sale of in
toxicating liquors, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the select committee, to which similar 
petitions were referred.

M r Morton moved the following Preamble and resolutions:
Whereas several members of this House did on the 7th inst., 

introduce a paper, which was couched in language highly indeco
rous and insulting to a majority of the members, embracing a paper 
equally insulting from S. T . Marshall, who stands accused of offer
ing bribes to a member of this House and which latter paper had 
been refused a place on the Journals: And whereas the majority, 
of this House, (on account of the unfounded accusations against 
worthy members of this House) did refuse to receive said paper on 
the ground that it did not come under and was not embraced in the 
provision of the Constitution, which allows any member to enter 
his protest upon the Journals, on account of its libellous character;



HO USE O F R E PR E SEN T A T IV E S. 171

And whereas on the 19th inst., another paper signed by the same 
members, was introduced as a protest, complaining of the rejection 
of the former paper, adding throughout its contents insult to injury, 
directed particularly against the Honorable Speaker of the House, 
falsely impugning his motives, and indirectly accusing him of per
ju ry , in having made a decision which he considered in accordance 
with the Constitution, in which decision he was honorably sustain
ed by this House, Therefore,

Resolved, That, discreditable as is the conduct of the minority 
in so pertinaciously insisting upon the insertion in the Journals 
their abuse of the majority, and false as are many of their state
ments in their so called protest, we do nevertheless, in order to put 
a stop to such worse than useless Legislation, and to prevent its 
continued repetition, order both their protests (so called) to be en
tered upon the Journals.

Resolved, That, while we consent to this, we at the same time, 
repudiate the statements contained therein, and deprecate the spirit 
in which they are written.

The said Preamble and resolutions w ere read, when 
A  motion was made by M r Clifton to adjourn.

And the question being put, shall the House adjourn?

I t  was decided in the negative, j  Nays—25
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Clifton Goodrell, M 'M anus, Rathbun, and 

W right.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, Day, 

Green, Hardy, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Mat
son, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Olmstead, Smith of Mahaska, 
Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore and Willough
by-

Absent M essrs Hebard, Holland and Reynolds.
Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien, Williams and M r Speaker 

Browne.
So the House refused to adjourn.
The question recurred, when,
M r Cochran moved the previous question, which was seconded; 

and the main question ordered, and put, viz:
W ill the House agree to the resolution, as moved by M r M or

ton; and

It was decided in the negative,  ̂Nays 8 '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Morton, and Sells.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

M ‘Pherrin, and Wright.
Absent, M essrs Hebard, Holland and Reynolds.
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Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien, Williams, and M r Speaker 
Browne.

Present and excused from voting', M essrs Clifton, King, Rath- 
bun and Updegraff.

Present and refusing to vote, and not answering to their names, 
when called over, the members whose names are not given above. 

So the Resolutions w ere disagreed to, but no quorum voting.

A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M s  S p e a k e r :
I  am directed • to inform the House of Representatives, that the 

Senate have passed,
Senate file, No. 39, Preamble and Joint Resolution for a milita

ry road from Iowa City, via Fort Des Moines in Polk County, to 
some point on the Missouri river.

I  herewith return  *
H. R. file, No. 13, A  Bill for an act to establish the time of 

holding Township Elections, being a substitute by the Senate for; 
H . R. file, of the same number and title,

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested;
I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct.in relation to Clerks and Prosecuting Attorneys, also 
A n Act prescribing the general duties of Treasurer of State.
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated 
A n Act concerning the distribution of the School funds,
An A ct to provide for the taking an enumeration of the white in

habitants of the state of Iowa,
An A ct to review and relocate a portion of the territorial road, 

from Rockingham to Iowa City, and
Joint Resolution requesting our Representatives in Congress to 

procure the establishment of a certain mail route,
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate. 
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts;
A fter which ,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . .M. to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, January 21st, 1847.

M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce
A  Bill to provide for the improvement of Stock.
M r Bowie, from the Judiciary Committee, submitted the follow

ing report:
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the Bill 

of the House (No. 39) entitled: A n A ct to fix the salaries of cer
tain officers therein named; and to provide for their payment, have
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had the same under consideration, and have instructed  me to report 
the same hack to the H ouse w ith  the following amendments, to-w it: 
S trike  out the w ords “ eight hundred ,”  in  the th ird  line of the first 
section, and insert in lieu  thereof, the w ords “ one thousand;” also, 
strike  out the w ords “ seven 'hundred ,”  in  the sixth line of the same 
section, and insert, in  lieu thereof, the w ords “ one thousand.”

T he said report was read, and rem ains w ith  the orders of the 
day, for to-m orrow.

M r W illoughby, from the select committee to whom was refer
red the petition of sundry citizens of V an B uren  county, pnaying for 
the re-location of a part of the State road leading from K eokuk to 
A gency City;
. A nd  also, a rem onstrance against said road— reported

T hat the committee have had the same under consideration and 
have come to the resolution of reporting against the granting of the 
p rayer of the petitioners, inasm uch as said petition is mainly signed 
by  persons from a distance; and ask  to be discharged from any fu r
th er consideration of the same.

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said report.
A nd the question being stated and put, W ill the H ouse agree 

thereto?
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
So the report was agreed to, and the committee discharged ac

cordingly.
M r Cochran from the committee.on Engrossed B ills, reported as 

correctly  engrossed: y
H . R . file, No. 37, A  Bill for an act to provide for the: manage- j 

m ent of the State L ibrary , and the election of a L ibrarian;
M r Sells, (M r  Smyth of L inn in  the C hair,) from the Commit

tee on Incorp'orations, subm itted the following report:
T he Committee on Incorporations, to whom was re fe rred  the Bill 

of the H ouse, (N o . 4 8 ,) entitled A n  A ct to authorize Isaac A . L e- 
fevre, his heirs and assigns, to keep a fe rry  across the M ississippi 
r iv e r at the tow n of M ontrose, in Leo county, have had the same 
under consideration and have instructed me to report the same w ith 
out amendment.

T he H ouse proceeded to the fu rther consideration of the said Bill, 
w hen,

O n motion of M r Cochran,
T he 42d ru le w as suspended, and the same, read a second and 

th ird  time, passed and its title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
M r Sells, from the Committee on Incorporations, to w hich was 

referred  the petition of sundry  citizens of Jones c o u n ty ,  praying the 
passage of a law , by w hich the perm anent location of the County 
Seat of said county might be determ ined— reported  *

H . R . file, No; 50, A  B ill for an A ct to provide for the location 
o f  the County Seat in the county of Jones.

T he said bill w as read  a first time,
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M r Sells from the Committee on Incorporations, to which was 
referred the Bill of the House, (N o. 34,) entitled A n A ct to Incor
porate the town of Fairfield, reported the same with the following 
amendments, to wit:

Strike out in the first section, from the word “ Fairfield,”  in the 
seventh line, to the word “ lie,” in the ninth line; also,

Strike out the word “half,” in the fourth line of the thirteenth 
section; also,

Add the loll owing as the 15th section:
Section 15. Nothing in this act contained, shall be construed to 

prevent the Board of Commissioners of Jefferson county, from build
ing a Court House on Block No. 13, in said town of Fairfield, known 
as the Centre Square therein, or otherwise improving said Square 
for public purposes; and from levying and collecting State and 
County Tax within the limits of said Corporation, by the proper 
authorities, under the Revenue laws of this State.

The said report was read, and remains with the orders of the 
day.

M r Clifton gave notice of a motion for. leave to introduce 
A  Bill extending the duties of Justices of the Peace; also,
A  Bill to provide for the Assessment and Collection of County 

and State Revenue.
M r Leffingwell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 51, A  Bill for an act fixing the time ofholdingthe 

District Courts in this State;
The said bill was read a first time.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the amend

ments of the Committee on Elections to the Bill of the House, (No. 
35 ,) A  Bill for an act, to amend an 'act, entitled A n A ct fixing the 
time of holding the District Courts in this State.

The said amendments were read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

The amendments were considered separately.
And the question being upon agreeing to the first amendment, to 

wit: Insert after the word “ election,” in the second line of the 
second section, the words “and at least eight days before the holding 
of any special election.”

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendment was agreed to, and incorporated in the 

bill accordingly. '
The question then being upon agreeing to the second amendment, 

which was to strike out the word “ thirty” in the first line of the 
fourth section;

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendment was agreed to, and the bill amended ac

cordingly.
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The question was then stated, W ill the House agree to the third 
amendment? to wit:

Strike out all after the third line of the fourth section;
And the question being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the third amendment was agreed to, and the fourth line of the 

third section erased accordingly.
M r Bonham moved to further amend the Bill by inserting as the 

third line of the fourth section, the words “and a copy of the laws of 
this State.”

M r Smyth of Linn, moved the following as a substitute for the 
amendment as proposed by M r Bonham, “ and to cite him to the 
particular pages of the Statutes in  which their several duties are 
contained;”

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Comstock moved to further amend the same by striking out 

the word “ five” in the second line of the fourth section, and insert
ing the word “ten” in lieu thereof;

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Bowie, moved to further amend the Bill by striking out the 

word “ four” in the third line of the first section, and inserting the 
word “ five” in lieu thereof, and by striking out all after the word 
“closed” in the fourth line of the first section.

And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 
And pending which,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the said bill be recommitted to the standing com

mittee on Elections.
M r Clifton, by leave, submitted the following resolution, which 

was read, considered, and referred to the standing committee on 
Schools.

Resolved, That the sixteenth section in each township is strictly 
a township fund, and should be thus applied.

A  motion was made by M r Leffingwell to take from the table 
the resolution of the House, authorizing the Chief Clerk to employ 
an additional assistant.

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
H . R. file, No. 43, A  Bill for an act creating a Board of Public 

W orks, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines River, 
Was read a second time, when
A  motion was made by M r Comstock, to refer the same to the 

standing committee on Internal Improvements.
Which motion was put and disagreed to,
After which,

On motion of M r Bonham,
Ordered, That the bill be committed to a committee of the whole 

House for Tuesday next. ■ '
On motion of M r M 'M anus,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.
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2 o’clock, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 44, A Bill for an act to locate the Iowa State Uni
versity, at Fairfield;

Was read a second'time, and
On motion of M r Morton, •

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools. 
H. R. file, No. 46, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from 

Canton, in Jackson county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county; 
Was read a second time.
H. R. file, No. 47, A Bill for an act to relocate a State road there

in named;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Leech,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Senate file," No. 8, A Bill for an act to divide the State into judi- 

dicial districts;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Bowie,
-Ordered, That the bill be committed to a Committee of the Whole 

House for Monday.
Senate file, No. 30, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Fairfield to Bloomfield,
Was read a second time.
Senate file, No. 35, A Bill for an act relative to State seals;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
H. R. file, No. 45, A Bill for an act amendatory of An Act con

cerning costs and fees; approved February 11th, 1843;
Being on its second reading,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the second reading be dispensed with, and that 

the same be referred to the Standing Committee on the Judiciary.
H. R. file, No. 49, A Bill for an act to authorize general incor

porations ;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr Sells,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Incorporations.
I H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill for an act to provide for the manage- 
1 ment of the State library, and the election of a librarian.

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
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Senate file, No. 16,- A  Bill for an act to provide for the organiza
tion of Pottawotamie and other countie? ;

Senate file, No. 27, A  Bill for an act to establish an additional 
precinct in Farmington township, Van Buren county, Iowa;

Senate file, No. 28, A  Bill for an act in relation to collectors, 
sheriffs and coroners deeds;

Senate file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to repeal the charter of the 
town of Davenport;

W ere severally read a first time.
Senate file, No. 37, Joint Resolution for a mail rou te ;
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Comstock,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 39, Preamble and Joint Resolutions for a mili

tary road from Iowa city, via F ort Desmoines, in Polk county, to 
some point on the Missouri r iv e r;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Kinsman,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the message 

from the Senate, disagreeing to the'amendment of the House to the 
bill of the Senate (No. 13,) entitled A n A ct prescribing'the gene
ral duties of Secretary of State ;

And the question being stated by the chair, to be
First, upon reading,
Secondly, upon insisting or adhering; and
After some remarks by M r Smyth of Linn,
The question was put, W ill the House recede from the said 

amendment to the said bill of the Senate ?
And decided in the affirmative.
So the House receded.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate accordingly.
M r Comstock, by leave, moved the following resolution, which  

Was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the committee, to which was referred a bill of the 

House, (N o. 15) A  Bill for an act to regulate elections and pre
serve the purity thereof, be, and they are hereby requested and in
structed to report on Monday next, when 

On motion of M r Cochran,
The House adjourned until 10 A. M . to-morrow.

23
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Friday Morning, January 22d, 1847.

M r Sells in the Chair ;

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M b S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that th® 
Senate have passed without amendment,

H . R. file, No. 41, A  Bill for an act to change the name of N ew 
ton City to that of Newton, and

H . R. file, No. 48, A  Bill for an act to authorize Isaac A . Le- 
fevre, his heirs and assigns to keep a ferry across the Mississippi 
river, at Montrose, in Lee county.

And then he withdrew.

M r Smyth of Linn, presented a petition signed by M essrs Smyth 
Leech and Whitmore, members of the investigating committee, sta
ting that contempt and disrespect had been offered them, (not by 
members of the committee,) and asking that as due order could not 
be preserved, that they be discharged from serving longer on said 
committee.

By general consent the House proceeded to the consideration of 
said petition.

M r Day moved that the committee be discharged, for the reasons 
assigned by them.

M r Morton moved to amend so that the committee be discharged.
The question being stated to wit: shall the committee be dis

charged?
And the question being put,

c y eas ,12
I t was decided in the negative. |  Nays 19
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Holland, M ‘Ma- 

nus, Morton, Rathbun, Smith, of Mahaska, Sells, and Updegraff,
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kins

man, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, 
Olmstead, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, Willoughby and Wright.

Present and not voting, Messrs Hebard and King.
Absent, and unwell,
M essrs O ’Brien, Reynolds, Steele, Williams and M r Speaker 

Browne.
The question recurring upon the motion of M r Day,
And being put, it was decided in the negative,
And after debate, the petition was so modified, as not to require 

the petitioners to continue their services in the taking of evidence 
and examination of witnesses.
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And the question was stated upon granting the prayer of the pe
titioners as modified,

And being; put,
,  . . (  Y p i s __2 2
I t  was decided in the affirmative, < Nays 7 '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Day, Goodrell, Green, H ar

dy, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘- 
Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Blair, Comstock, M ‘Manus, Morton, 

and Rathbun.
Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien, Reynolds, Steele, Williams 

and M r Speaker Browne.
So the prayer of the petitioners was granted, and by agreement, 

their services and attendance were required only for the purpose of 
witnessing the subscribing and signing of the evidence.

M r Montague from the select committee of one, from each elec
toral district to which was referred the subject of the improve
ment of the Desmoines river, in compliance with the instructions of 
the House, reported 

H . R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act, to provide for the manage
ment and disposition of the school funds, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That tfie first reading be dispensed with, and that the 

usual number of copies be printed for the use of the House.
M r M ‘Pherrin gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend an act regulating mills and milling, approved 

February 3d, 1843.
M r Day gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill making the concurrence of two thirds'of the Jury  suffici

ent in civil cases to bring in a verdict.
M r Hardy (by leave) moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That this House proceed to the election of a Speaker, 

pro tem.
The said resolution was read,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.
M r Cochran from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported that 

they have examined,
H . R. file, No. 46, A  Bill for an act to locate a State Road from 

Canton, in Jackson County, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar County, and 
H . R . file, No. 47, A  Bill for an act to relocate a State Road 

therein named,
And find tile same correctly engrossed.
M r Day from the committee on Enrolled Bills reported that they 

have examined
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H . R. file, No. 24, A n act supplemental to An Act providing for 
the stay of the school funds in the hands of the holders thereof.

H . R. file, No. 23, A n Act to provide for the taking an enu
meration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa,

H . R. file, No. 14, Joint Resolution, instructing our Representa
tives in Congress to procure a certain mail rou te ; and

H . R. file, No. 36, A n A ct to review and relocate a portion of the 
territorial road from Rockingham to Iowa city;

And find the same correctly enrolled.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 

have presented to the Governor, for his approval,
A n A ct to provide for the taking an enumeration of the white 

inhabitants of the State of Iow a; •
A n Act to review and relocate a portion of the territorial road 

from Rockingham to Iowa city; also,
Joint Resolution relative to a mail route from Iowa city to the 

county seat of Polk county.
M r Smyth of Linn, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, 

to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Jones and 
Cedar counties, praying for the location of a State road from Fairview, 
in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county, reported,

H . R. file, No. 53, A  Bill for an act to locate and establish a State 
road from Fairview, in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar 
county.

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Comstock, by leave, moved the following resolution, which 

was read, considered and agreed to;
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to which was 

referred the bill of the House, entitled A  Bill to reduce the number 
of grand jurors, be, and they are requested and instructed to report 
on Monday next.

M r Montague, from the select committee, composed of the dele
gations from Van Buren, Davis and Appanooce counties, towhichwas 
referred the petition of sundry citizens, praying the passage of a law 
to locate a State road therein named; reported

H. R. file, No. 54, An A ct to locate a State road therein named. 
The said bill was read a first time.
M r Leffingwell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and Introduced,
H. R. file, No. 55, A Bill for an act to provide for'the improve

ment of stock;
The said bill was read a first time, when 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time, 

when
M r Comstock moved to commit the same to the Committee of the 

Whole House.
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Morton moved to refer the same to the Committee on the 

Militia.
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Which motion was put and disagreed to.
After which,

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the bill be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Agriculture.
M r Day, by leave, moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the rules of the House shall not be suspended in 

favor of any bill, conferring exclusive privileges on one or more 
individuals, until a call of the House is first had;

The said resolution was read, and
The question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the negative.
So the said resolution was disagreed to.
Senate file, No. 16, A n A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie 

and other counties;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Bowie,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Town

ship and County Organization.
Senate file, No. 27, A n A ct to create an additional election pre

cinct in Farmington township, Van Buren county;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Town

ship and County Organization.
M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 

had examined,
H . R. file, No. 4S, A n A ct to authorize Isaac A. Lefevre, his 

heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the M issis
sippi river, at Montrose, in Lee county, and find the same correct
ly enrolled.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled act.
Senate file, No. 28, An Act in relation to Collectors’, Sheriffs’ 

and Coroners’ deeds;
Was read a second time, and.

Oh motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on the J u 

diciary.
A  motion was made, by M r Goodrell, that, the House adjourn 

until Monday, 10 o’clock, A. M.
And the question being put,

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays i f ’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, .
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Corn- 

stock,'Goodrell, King, Matson, M ‘Manus, Morton, Olmstead, Rath- 
bun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, and Updegraff.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Cochran, Day, Green, Hardy, Holland, Kinsman, Leffing-
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well, Lyons, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Whitmore, Willoughby and 
W right.

Absent, M essrs Hebard and Leech.
Absent and sick, M essrs O ’Brien, Reynolds, Steele, Williams and 

M r Speaker Browne.
And so it was
Ordered, That the House adjourn until Monday next, at 10 

o’clock, A. M.

Monday Morning, January 25th, 1847.

M r Sells in the Chair.
M r M ‘Manus presented the remonstrance of sundry citizens, of 

the town of Davenport remonstrating against the repeal of the char
ter of said town which was read, and 

On motion of M r M ‘Manus,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Incor

porations.
M r Willoughby presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van 

Buren and Lee Counties, praying for the location of a state road, 
from W est Point in Lee county, to Bonaparte in Van Buren county,

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Willoughby,

Ordered, That the petition be referred to the standing Commit
tee on Roads and Highways.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jones 
County, praying for the passage of an act to prevent the imprison
ment of fugitive slaves in the prisons of this state,

Which was read, and,
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on town
ship and county organization.

M r W right presented the petition of sundry Citizens of Henry 
and Jefferson Counties, praying for an alteration in a certain road, 
therein named, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the Delegations from the counties of 
Henry and Jefferson.

A  motion was made by M r Montague,
That the Resolution relative to electing a Speaker pro tern, be 

taken from the table and considered now;
And the question being stated and put,

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays— 17*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,

, Those who voted in the affirmative, are
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Messrs Bailey, Green, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, 
M 'Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, ami 
Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Hol

land, Lyons, M M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of M a
haska, Steele, UpdegrafF, Williams and W right.

Messrs Bonham, Goodrell, Hebard, King, Kinsman, and Sells, 
not voting, and

Absent and sick, M essrs Cochran, O’Brien, and M r Speaker 
Browne.

So the motion to take up the said Resolution was disagreed to. 
M r M ‘Manus gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend an act entitled A n A ct defining the duties of 

County Surveyors.
M r Lyons gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to fix the times and places of holding the Supreme Courts.

. M r Matson gave notice'of a motion for leave to introduce
A  Bill requiring the counties most interested, to raise a tax and 

cover the three largest bridges across streams on the military road 
between Fairview, in Jones County and Du Buque, in Du Buque 
county.

M r Bowie from the committee on the Judiciary to which was re
ferred

H . R. file, No. 20, A  Bill for an act to diminish the number of 
grand jurors;

Reported against the passage of the same;
The House proceeded to the consideration of said bill.
The question being upon concurring in the said report,
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 
And pending which,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the same be laid on the table, subject to the order 

of the House.
M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Judiciary to which was 

Teferred
H . R. file, No. 21, A  Bill for an act to define the duties of 

Prosecuting Attorneys and provide compensation for their services, 
Reported the same without amendment.'
The said bill remains with the orders of the day.
M r Olmstead submitted the following Report,
The committee appointed on the part of the House; to act in con

junction with a similar committee appointed on the part of the Sen
ate, to inquire into, and report when the present session of the 
General Assembly can be brought to a close without detriment to 
the public interest, have had the subject matter under consideration 
and have directed me to report,

That in view of the many important bills which are yet to be in
troduced, and acted upon, by the present Session, the committee are 
of opinion that the present Session cannot be brought to a close be-
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fore the fifth day of March, without detriment to the public business 
and recommend that day as the day of our adjournment.

The said report remains with the orders of the day for to-mor
row.

M r Day presented the following protest,
Which was read, and
Ordered to be spread on the journals.
In the exercise of a constitutional right, I  most emphatically pro

test against the action of this House of Thursday morning the 21st 
inst., in granting to Isaac A . Lefevre, his heirs and assigns, the 
exclusive privilege to establish and keep a ferry at Montrose, in 
Lee county, for twelve years extending four miles on the M issis
sippi river.

The rules of the House were suspended, the bill went to its se
cond and third reading, it passed, its title was agreed to,, and it went 
to the Senate, a precocious full grown act, all done, I  am credibly 
informed in the same half hour, many seats in the House vacant at 
the time, and no call of the House had, making the wharf and store 
house of M r Lefevre, the capital or centre of his new dominion.

I  protest against the unusual haste with which the bill passed the 
House. I  protest against the act as at utter and palpable variance 
with the spirit, if  not with the letter of the second section of the 
ninth article of the Constitution.

I  protest, because it is a grant of an exclusive and special privi
lege, it is an act against liberty. I t is a partial and not a general 
law. It transfers to Isaac A. Lefevre rights, before common to all 
mankind. The undertaking for which, special legislation and im
munities are generally sought, can be promoted by general laws, 
and were it not so in government as in morals, the end does not 
justify the means. The action of legislation should be restricted to 
the protection of persons and property, and influenced not by the 
paltry suggestions of present expediency, but by the eternal prin
ciples of Justice. In the words of the great man of the age, “ there 
are no necessary evils in government, its evils exist only in its abu
ses, if  it would confine itself to equal protection, and as heaven docs 
its rain, shower its favors alike on the high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, it would be an unqualified blessing.”

With the most profound respect for the House, I  claim the liber
ty  to have this, my protest, placed upon the Journals.

IR A D  C. DAY.
January 25th, 1847.

M r Smyth of Linn in pursuance of previous notice, asked, ob
tained leave and introduced

H . R. file, No. 16, Joint Resolution relative to the improvement 
of Cedar river, also

H. R. file, No. 17, Joint Resolution to pay Charles A. Robbins 
for a set of seals for Benton county.

The said bills were read a first time.
M r M 'Pherrin  in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
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H . R. file, No. 56, A  Bill to amend an act, entitled A n A ct reg
ulating mills and millers, and for other purposes, approved Febru
ary 3d, 1843.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Olmstead, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
H. R. file, No. 57, A  Bill for an act to establish the boundaries 

of the counties of Clayton and Fayette.
The said bill was read the first time.
Senate file, No. 36, A  Bill for an act to repeal the charter of the 

town of Davenport,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r M £Manus,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing committee on 

Incorporations.
H . R. file, No. 50, A  Bill to provide for the location of the coun

ty seat in the county of Jones,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
Ordered, That the same be engrossed and read a third time to

morrow.
H. R. file, No. 53, A  Bill for an act to locate and establish a 

State road from Fairview, in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in 
Cedar county;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, That the same be engrossed and read a third time to
morrow.

H . R . file, No. 54, A n A ct to locate a State road therein nam ed; 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,
Ordered, That the same he engrossed and read a third time to

morrow.
H. R. file, No. 19, A  Bill for an act to fix the salaries of 

certain officers therein named, and to provide for their payment, and 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary in relation to the same; 

Was read a second time, and
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered, That the same be committed to the committee of the 
whole House for Wednesday next.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 
to the bill of the House (N o. 34) A n A ct to incorporate the town 
of Fairfield, as reported by the Committee on Incorporations.

The said amendments w ere read the second time,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?
It was decided in the affirmative, when 

On motion of M r Hardy,
Ordered, That the bill be recommitted to the Committee of the 

Whole House for Thursday next.
24
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M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 
have presented to the Governor, for his approval,

An A ct granting to Isaac A . Lefevre, a ferry charter at Montrose, 
in Lee county.

And then,
On motion of M r Matson,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Sells in the Chair.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary, <• 
M r  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed.

Senate file, No. 43, Preamble and Joint Resolution relative to the 
improvement of the Iowa r iv e r;

Senate file, No. 45, A  Bill to establish the boundaries of Polk 
county;

Senate file, No. 46, A  Bill to establish the boundaries and seat of 
justice of the county of Marion;

Senate file, No. 47, A  Bill to vacate the town of Brooklyn, in 
Polk county;

In which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I herewith present, for your signature,
Senate file, Preamble and Joint Resolution for a military road 

from Iowa city, via Fort Desmoines, in Polk county, to some point 
on the Missouri r iver;

The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor
rectly enrolled.

The Senate have indefinitely postponed,
H. R. file, No. 40, An A ct to prevent the commissioners from 

locating any of the school or library lands on the odd sections with
in five miles of the Desmoines r iv e r ;

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
H . R. file, No. 51, A  Bill for an act fixingthetime ofholdingthe 

District Courts in this State;
On motion of M r  Lyons,

Ordered, That the same be referred to a select committee of two 
from' each judicial district.

H . R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage
ment and disposition of the school fund;

Being on its second reading,
On motion pf M r Morton,

( Ordered, That the second reading of the bill be dispensed with,
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and that the same be committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 
for Friday next.

H . R. file, No. 46, A  Bill for an aot to locate a State road from 
Canton, in Jackson county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county,

Was read a third time, passedand its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
On motion of M r Matson,

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
Senate file, No. 46, A  Bill to establish the boundaries and seat of 

justice of the county of M arion; .
The said bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H . R. file, No. 47, A  Bill for an act to relocate a State road there

in named.
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 30, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Fairfield to Bloomfield,
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 8, A  Bill for an act to divide the State into con

gressional districts; being the order of the day, was considered in 
Committee of the Whole, M r Smyth of Linn, in the chair: and 

A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported that the committee had according to order had 
the said bill under consideration, and had come to no resolution 
thereon, when

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the said bill be referred to a select committee of 

one from each senatorial district.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the amend

ments of the Senate to the bill of the House, (No. 13) A  Bill for an 
act to establish the time of holding township elections.

The said amendments were read,
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto ? 

when
On motion of M r Leflingwell,

Ordered, That the further consideration of the same be indefinite- ■ 
ly postponed.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate of the pro
ceedings held herein. _

M r .Olmstead, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution in relation to the adjourn
ment of the General Assembly;
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Which was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time, 
when

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That the same be laid on the table, subject to the order 

of the House.
On motion of M r Matson,

The House proceeded to the-consideration of 
Senate file, No. 45, A  Bill establishing the boundaries of Polk 

county;
The said bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

time, passed and title agreed to.
On motion of M r Matson,

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
Senate file, No. 47, A  Bill to vacate the town of Brooklyn, in 

Polk county;
The said bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a seeond and 

third time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
The Speaker (M r Sells) announced M essrs Lyons, Bowie, M at

son, M ‘Manus, Williams and Day, a select committee of two from 
each judicial district, to which was referred H . R. file, (No. 51) A  
Bill for an act fixing the time of holding the district courts in this 
State; when

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Tuesday Morning, January 26(h, 1847.

The Chair, (M r Sells,) in compliance with a resolution passed to 
that efiect, announced the following named gentlemen, to wit:

M essrs Morton, Green, Olmstead, Goodrell, Smith of Mahaska, 
Comstock, Leech, M ‘Pherrin, Whitmore, Clifton, Blair, Smyth of 
Linn, Kinsman, Day and M ‘Manus, as composing a committee of 
one from each Electoral District,

To which was referred the Bill of the Senate, (No. 8 .,) entitled 
A n A ct to divide the State into Congressional Districts,

M r Montague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill amendatory of an act, entitled A n A ct to amend an act to 

regulate Grocery License.
M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which was
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referred the Bill of the Senate, (N o. 7 ,) entitled An Act to divide 
the State into Judicial Districts; also,

The Bill of the Senate, (N o. 28,) entitled A n A ct relative to 
Sheriffs’, Collectors’ and Coroners’ Deeds,

Reported the same without amendment.
M r Lyons from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported ,that 

they have examined
H. R . file, No. 50, A  Bill for an act to provide for the location 

of the County Seat in the county of Jones;
H . R. tile, No. 53, A  Bill for an act to locate a State Road 

from Fairview, in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar coun
ty; also,

H . R . file, No. 54, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road there
in named,

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Smyth of Linn, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, 

to which was referred
The Petition of sundry citizens of Van Buren and Lee counties, 

in relation thereto; and in compliance with the request of the peti
tioners, reported

H . R. file, No. 58, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road from 
W est Point in Le'e county, to Bonaparte in Van Buren county.

The said hill was -read a first time.
M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution for a Mail Route from Iowa 

City to Bloomfield, by the way of the County Seats of Keokuk and 
Wapello counties.

The said resolution was read a first time.
M r Bowie, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 19, Joint Resolution to procure a tri-weekly 

Mail from Iowa City to Montrose.
The said resolution was read a first time.
M r Clifton, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced
H . R. file, No. 60, A  Bill for an act to provide for a County 

Court in each county.
The said bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House.
M r M ‘Manus, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
H. R. file, No. 61, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct defining 

the duties of County Surveyors.
The said bill was read a first time.
M r Comstock, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced • .
H . R. file, No. 62, A  Bill for an act to amend An; Act to pro

vide for laying out and opening Territorial Roads; approved Decem
ber 29th, 1838,
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The said bill was read the first time.
H . R. file, No. 21, A  Bill for an act to define the duties of 

Prosecuting Attorneys and to provide compensation for their ser
vices,

Was read a second time, when
M r Clifton moved to amend the same by striking out the words 

“ five dollars,” in the third line of the fourth section, and inserting 
the words “three dollars,” in lieu thereof;

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?
C V p o q  ,iq

I t  was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays__14
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Clifton, Comstock, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, 

King, Leech, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Reynolds, 
.Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Williams, Willoughby and W right. 

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Goodrell, Green, Kins

man, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Olmstead, Rathbun, Smith of 
Mahaska, and Updegraff,

Absent, Messrs Day and Whitmore,
Absent and unw ell,.M essrs Cochran, O’Brien and M r Speaker 

Browne.
So the amendment was-agreed to.
M r Smith of Mahaska moved to further amend the same by add

ing after the word “officers,” in the first line of the second section, 
the words “ including officers of Common Schools;” .

And the question being stated,
And pending which,

. M r Comstock moved to lay the bill on the table,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to:
The question then recurred on the amendment proposed by M r 

Smith,
And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.

And then,
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third time to-mor
row. 1

H . R. file, No. 56, A  Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled An 
A ct regulating Mills and M illers; and for other purposes; approved 
February 3, 1843,

Was read a second time, and
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered That the same be referred to’lhc Delegation from Van 
Buren county.

H . R. file, No. 57, A Bill for an act to define the boundaries of 
the counties of Clayton and Fayette,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Olmstead,
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, Ordered, That the said bill he engrossed and read a third time 
to-morrow. • •

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
Mb. S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the . 
Senate have passed, *

Senate file, No. 42, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 
from Fairfield to Oscaloosa,

In  which the concurrence of the House of Representatives is re
quested.

I  herewith present for your signature,
A n Act prescribing the general duties of Secretary of State,
An A ct to establish the boundaries and Seat of Justice of the 

county of Polk,
A n A ct relative to State Seals,
Preamble and Joint Resolution for a M ilitary Road from Iowa 

City, via Fort Desmoines, in Polk county, to some point upon the • 
Missouri river, and

Joint Resolution relating to a mail route from Iowa City, in the 
State of Iowa, to Albany, in the State of Illinois:

The same having passed both Houses and been reported as cor
rectly enrolled;

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.'
H . R. file No. 16, Joint Resolution relative to the improvement 

of Cedar river,
Was read a second time, and

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a third time, 

passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said resolution.
H . R. file, No. 17, Joint Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins, 

for a set of Seals for Benton county,
Was read a second time, and

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
H . R. file, No. 50, A  Bill,for an act to provide for the location of 

the County Seat in the county of Jones,
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 53, A Bill for an act to locate and establish a 

State Road from Fairview, in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in 
Cedar county,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to. ■
H. R. file, No. 54, A  Bill for an act to locate a State Road there

in named.
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bills.

H . R. file, No. 43, A  Bill for an act, creating a Board of Public 
Works, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river, 
being the order of the day,

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House, 
for the consideration of the same, and 

A fter some time spent therein,
M r Speaker resumed the Chair; and M r Hebard reported—
That the committee have, according to order, had the said Bill un

der consideration; had made some progress therein, and had direct
ed him to ask leave to sit again.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said report.
The question being: Shall the committee have leave to sit again? 
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the committee had leave to sit again.
M r Comstock moved the following resolution, which was read, 

considered and agreed to:
Resolved, That the bill of the House, (No. 43) A  Bill for an act 

creating a Board of Public W orks, and providing for the improve
ment of the Desmoines river, be, and the same is hereby made the 
special order of the day, for the evening session of each day, until 
full resolution is obtained thereon, and that it take precedence of all 
other business; and then

On motion of M r Updegraff,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P# M.

M r Sells in the Chair.
In pursuance of the order made to that effect, pending the morn

ing session, the further consideration of the bill of the House, (N o. 
43) A  Bill for an act creating a board of public works, and provid
ing for the improvement of the Des Moines river, was resumed in 
Committee of the Whole House, and

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 
resumed the chair, and M r Hebard reported that the committee had, 
according to order, gone through with the said bill, and had di
rected him to report the same with sundry amendments thereto.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said amendments 
separately.

And the question being put,
The first eight consecutive amendments were severally concurred 

in.
The question then being upon agreeing to the amendment to the 

thirty-third section;
And the question being put,
It was decided in the negative;
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So the ninth and last amendment of the committee was disagreed 
to.

A  motion was then  made by M r M atson, to amend the bill, by 
strik ing  out the w ords, “  other than for employing one of its mem
bers as a c le rk ,” in  the tw enty-ninth  section;

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r M atson moved to fu rther amend the bill, by inserting  after 

the w ord “ be,”  in the second line of the thirty-eighth  section, the 
words “ and hereby  repealed .”

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
M r Bonham moved to amend, by inserting  after the w ord “ claim,” 

in the second line, th irty -th ird  section, the w ords “ of one hundred 
and sixty' acres .”  :

A nd the question being stated, W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
A nd pending w hich,
M r Clifton moved to amend the amendment of M r Bonham, by 

substituting the w ords “  th ree hundred and tw enty  acres ,” for the 
w ords one hundred and sixty acres. *

A nd the question being stated, W ill the H ouse agree thereto ?
A nd pending w hich,

O n motion of M r Kinsm an,
T he H ouse adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M ., to-m orrow.

Wednesday Morning, January 27th, 1847.

M r Sells in  the Chair.
M r Kinsm an presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jasp er 

county, praying for the location of a certain road therein  named.
On motion M r Kinsm an,

O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition be dispensed w ith, and 
that the same be referred  to the standing committee on roads and 
highw ays.

M r Goodrell presented th e  petition of sundry citizens of W ash
ington and Jefferson counties, praying for the location of a certain 
road therein  named. * ■

On his motion,
O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition be dispensed w ith, and 

that the same be referred  to the standing committee, on -roads and 
highw ays.

M r Lyons presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson 
County, praying for the location of a state road, th e re in ’nanied,'and 

O n his. motion, : : . ■ .
O rdered, T hat the . reading of the petition be 'd isp en sed w ith , and 

that the same be referred  to the Delegation from Jefferson county.
M r Reynolds gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce
A  Bill to change the name of K noxville, in M arion county, . '
M r M ‘P h errin  from the Delegation from V an B uren County, to 

w hich was referred  the B ill of the H ouse
25
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No. 56, A  Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled A n Act, rege
lating mills, and millers, and for other purposes; approved Feb- 

i ruary, 3d, 1843, reported the same back to the House with the fol
lowing amendment:

1 Strike out in the second section, the words, “ the first day of 
March, 1847, by publication in the newspapers of this city,”  and 
insert the words “ the publication of the laws of the State,”

The said Bill remains with the orders of the day.
M r Smyth of Linn, from the committee on Roads and Highways, 

made the following Report:
The Committee on Roads and Highways, to whom was referred, 

the petitions of citizens of Jefferson county, praying for the passage 
of an act requiring all section lines to be kept open, have instruct
ed me to report, that the laws now in force, relative to laying out 
county and territorial roads, are in their opinion sufficient to secure 
a road where the same may be necessary, and that it is inexpe
dient to grant the prayer of the petitioners; they therefore ask to 
be discharged from its further consideration.

The said report was read, concurred in, and the committee dis
charged.

M r Morton from the select committee to which was referred the 
Bill of the Senate No. 30, entitled An A ct to divide the State in

to Congressional Districts,
Reported the same without amendment.
M r Lyons from the Committee on engrossed bills, reported that 

they have examined
H. R. file, No. 21, A  Bill, for an act defining the duties of prose

cuting Attorneys, and to provide compensation for their services, also 
H. R. file, No. 57, A n Act to define the boundaries of the coun

ties of Clayton and Fayette,
And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Lyons in pursuance of previous notice asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced
H. R. file, No. 63, A  Bill for an act to fix the times, and places, 

of holding the Supreme Court;
The said Bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Lyons,
Ordered, That the usual number of cfipies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M b  S p e a k e r :

I  herewith present for your signature,
An A ct to vacate the town of Brooklyn, in Polk county,
A n A ct establishing the boundaries of Polk County, and 
Joint Resolution, providing for a mail route, from Fairfield, to • 

Bloomfield,
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled;
And then he withdrew.
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The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts;
H . R, file, No. 18, Joint Resolution, providing for the adjourn

ment of the present session of the General Assembly,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That the same be laid on the table.
H . R . file, No. 19, Joint Resolution requesting our Representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of certain mail routes, 
Was read a second time and 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution, instructing our Representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of a certain mail 
rou te;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R . file, No. 58, A  Bill for A n A ct to locate, and establish a 

state road from W est Point, in Lee county, to Bonaparte in Van 
Buren county,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Hardy,

Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 60, A  Bill for an act to provide for a county 

Court in each county,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing Committee 

on Township and County Organization.
No. 61, A  Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled A n A ct defin

ing the duties of County Surveyors,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Hardy,
Ordered, That the same be referred to a Select Committee com

posed of three members.
The Speaker (M r Sells,) appointed Messrs Hardy, Bonham, 

Smith of Mahaska, said Committee.
H. R. file, No. 62, A  Bill to amend An Act for laying out and, 

opening Territorial Roads, approved Dec. 29th, 1838,
Was read a second time and 

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing Committee 

on Roads and Highways.
Senate file, No. 7, A  Bill to divide the State of Iowa into Judi

cial Districts,
Was read a second time, when
M r Morton moved the following amendment to the same, add 

to the last section as a proviso,
Provided, That no District Court shall be holden in any County 

of this State, until further directed by law.
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W hich motion was p u t and disagreed to. .
M r Smyth o f L inn  moved to amend by strik ing out all of the se 

cond section after the w ords “ Iow a C ity,”
W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
M r Smyth of L inn  moved to fu rther amend the same, by strik ing  

out “ M uscatine and C edar,” in the fourth line of the first section, 
and inserting  the same in  the ninth line of the same section,

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r M orton moved to fu rther amend the same, b y 's tr ik in g  out 

“ V an B uren ,” in the seventh line, and inserting  the same in  the 
th ird  line, after the w ord “H en ry ,” and

T he question being put, W ill the H ouse agree there to?
A nd, pending which,
A  call of the H ouse was ordered and had,
A nd upon the roll being called tw ice over,
M essrs Cochran, D ay, H ebard, Leflingwell, O’B rien , Olmstead, 

and M r Speaker B row ne, w ere  found absent.
On motion,

M essrs Cochran, D ay, Leflingwell, O ’B rien, and M r Speaker 
B row ne, w ere excused from attending on account'of sickness. 

M essrs H ebard and Olmstead sent for;
A nd  after some time the absentees appearing in th e ir seats, the 

fu rth er proceedings, under the call of the H ouse, w ere  dispensed 
w ith.
. T he  'question recu rred  w ill the H ouse agree thereto?

A nd  being put,

I t  w as decided in  the negative, |  N ays 23

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bowie, Clifton, G oodrell, K ing, M ‘M anus, 

M orton, Smith of M ahaska and Sells,
Those who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, B lair, Bonham, G reen, H ardy , H ebard, Holland, 

K insm an, Leech, Lyons, M atson, M ‘P herrin , M ontague, Olmstead, 
Rathbun, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, Steele, Updegratf, W hitm ore, 
W illiam s, W illoughby and W right.

So the said amendment was disagreed to, w hen 
, O n motion of M r Bonham, . . .
O rdered, 'That the Bill be read a th ird  time to-m orrow.
Senate file, No. 28, A n  A ct in  relation, to Collectors’, Sheriffs’ 

and C oroners’ deeds;
W as.read  a second time, and : '

O n motion of M r W illoughby,
O rdered, T o be read a th ird  tim e to-m orrow ,
H . R . file, No. 21, A  Bill for an act to define the duties of 

P rosecuting A ttorneys and provide compensation for the ir services, 
W as read a th ird , time passed and its title agreed to. .
H . R . file, No. 57, A  Bill for an act to define the boundaries of 

the counties of Clayton and Fayette,
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W as read  a  th ird  tim e, passed  and its  t itle  ag reed  to .
O rd e red , T h a t th e  C h ie f C le rk  re q u e s t th e  co n cu rren ce  o f th e  

- Senate  in  th e  said b ills .
Senate  file, N o . 42 , Jo in t R eso lu tion  p rov id ing  fo r a  m ail rou te  

from  F a irf ie ld  to O scaloosa,
Senate  file, N o. 43 , P ream b le  and  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  re la tiv e  to th e  

im provem en t of th e  Io w a  r i v e r ;
W e re  sev era lly  read  a  first tim e.
H . R . file, N o . 19, A  B ill fo r an  act to fix  th e  sa laries of 

ce rta in  officers th e re in  nam ed, and to p ro v id e  fo r th e ir  paym ent, 
b e in g  th e  o rd er o f th e  day, •

T h e  H o u se  re so lv ed  its e lf  in to  th e  com m ittee o f th e  w ho le  H o u se , 
for th e  consideration  o f th e  sam e, and 

A f te r  som e tim e sp en t th e re in ,
M r  S p e a k e r  re su m ed  th e  C hair; and M r  B onham  re p o rte d —  
T h a t  th e  com m ittee have, accord ing  to  o rd er, h ad  th e  said B ill u n 

d e r consideration; and had  d irec ted  h im  to  re p o rt  th e  sam e w ith  
su n d ry  am endm ents. ■

T h e  H o u se  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  consideration  of th e  said  B ill;
T h e  q u estio n  b e in g , W ill  th e  H o u se  co n cu r in  th e  said  am end

m ents?
A n d  th e  q u estion  b e in g  p u t,
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative. -
So th e  said  am endm ents w e re  co n cu rred  in . ■

O n  m otion of M r  Sm yth  of L in n , i '

O rd e red , T h a t th e  sam e b e  en g ro ssed  and re ad  a th ird  tim e to 
m o rro w .

A n d  th en , on m otion,
T h e  H o u se  ad jo u rn ed  u n til 2  o’c lock, P .  M .

2 o’clock, P. M.
M r  Sells in  th e  chair.
T h e  H o u se  m et, w h en
A  m otion w as m ade b y  M r  S m y th  of L in n , th a t th e  H o u se  p ro 

ceed  to, and appo in t a S p e a k e r  p ro  tern, o f th e  H o u se , and th a t M r  
H eb ard , o f D esm oines, b e  appoin ted .

M r  H e b a rd  m oved to am end th e  m otion of M r  Sm yth, b y  su b sti
tu tin g  “ th a t th e  H o u se  p ro ceed  and e lec t a  S p e a k e r p ro  tem ., to  act 
d u rin g  th e  illn ess  o f the  S p e a k e r .”  . -

A n d  th e  q u estio n  w as sta ted , U p o n  ag ree in g  to th e  m otion of M r  
H e b a rd ?

A n d  b e in g  p u t, ' . ,
I t  w as decided in  th e  affirm ative. '
So th e  m otion of M r  H e b a rd  w as ag reed  to.
M r  S m y th  of L in n , nom inated A lfre d  H eb ard , .. .
A n d  m oved th a t h e  b e  d ec lared  S p e a k er, p ro  tern ., o f th e  H o u se  ; 
A n d  no objection be ing  m ade th e re to ,
T h e  S p eak er ( M r  S e lls )  announced  to  th e  H o u se  th a t M r  H e 

b a rd  w as du ly  e lected  S p e a k e r p ro  tem .,
W h o  th e re u p o n  took th e  chair;
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A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M e S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 32, A n A ct fixing the punishment for the crime 
of m urder;

Senate file, No. 36, An A ct to provide for the election of an A ttor
ney General of State, and to define his duties; and

Senate file, No. 48, An A ct to provide for the payment of the 
debts due the M iners’ Bank of Dubuque;

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith return,
H. R. file, No. 16, Preamble and Joint Resolution relative to the 

improvement of Cedar r iv e r;
The same having passed the Senate without amendment;

And then he withdrew.

The House then proceeded to resume the consideration of the bill 
of the House, (N o. 43) A  Bill for an act creating a Board of Public 
W orks, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river;

W hich was pending when the House adjourned on yesterday.
And the question being upon agreeing to the amendment of M r 

Clifton, to the amendment of M r Bonham, and which was pending 
when the House adjourned, when

The same, by the common consent of the House, was passed over; 
and then

On motion of M r Sells,
The phraseology of the fifth section was amended.
A motion was then made, by M r Montague, to amend the first 

section of the bill, by striking out the words “ elected by the Gene
ral Assembly,” and inserting in lieu thereof the words “ elected by 
the people, at the first township election;”

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?

There appeared, j Nays— IB.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, Matson, 

Montague, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Whitmore and W il
loughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Comstock, Goodrell, Holland, M ‘Manus, 

M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Smith, of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, 
and M r Hebard, Speaker pro tem.

Absent, and unwell,
M essrs Cochran, O’Brien, Williams and M r Speaker Browne.
A bsent, Messrs Anderson, Bonham, Clifton, Day, King, Leffing- 

well and Olmstead.
The House being equally divided, the amendment was lost.
The bill then, after receiving various amendments, which by con

sent, and for want of time, were not placed on the Journals; was
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On motion of M r Goodrell, ■
Recommitted to the Committee of the Whole House.
And the House thereupon resolved itself into the Committee of 

the Whole House, for the consideration of the same, M r Montague 
in the chair ; and

A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman, reported the bill, with sundry additional amendments. 

The question being upon agreeing to the said amendments ;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative, when 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the bill be referred to the select committee on the 

Desmoines river grant, with instructions to engross the amendments, 
and report the same to-morrow. '

On motion of M r Bonham,
The House proceeded to the consideration of Senate resolution, 

(N o. 43) entitled Joint Resolution relative to the improvement of 
the Iowa r iv e r;

The said resolution was then read a second time, when 
On motion of M r Bonham,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 
passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the Senate, 
(No. 8 ) entitled An A ct to divide the State into Congressional Dis
tricts ;

The said bill tv as then read a second time, when 
A  motion was made, by M r Smyth of Linn, that the bill be order

ed to its third reading to-morrow.
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto ? 

when
M r Goodrell moved to amend the bill, so as to transfer the coun

ty of Henry from the first to the second Congressional District;
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto ? 
And pending which,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Sells,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, January 28th, 1847.

M r Smyth of Linn presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Benton county, praying, for the location of a State Road from Iowa 
City, via the County Seat of Benton county, to Du Buque, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same
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be referred to the delegations from the counties of Johnson, Linn, 
Benton and Clayton.

M r Kinsman, presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
counties of Johnson, Iowa and Powashiek, praying for the location 
of a State road from Iowa City to the County Seat of Powashiek 
county; and

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with and that the same 

be referred to the delegations from the counties of Johnson, Iowa, 
Marion, Polk and Jasper.

M r Smyth of Linn, presented the petition of William Carter and 
eight others, citizens of Benton county, praying for the passage of 
an act to authorize the County Commissioners of said county, to 
hold the Circuit Court in any part of the county that they may deem 
expedient, and

On his motion,
- Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Committee on Township and County Organiza
tion.

M r Goodrell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
. A  Bill to amend an act for the prevention of immoral practices.

M r Olmstead moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered and agreed to:

Resolved, That during the remainder of the session the hour to 
which this House shall stand adjourned from day to day, shall be 
nine o’clock, A . M ., unless otherwise ordered by the House.

M r Montague, from the select Committee on the Desmoines river 
Grant, to which was referred the Bill of the House, (No. 43,) A 
Bill for an act creating a Board of Public W orks; and providing for 
the improvement of the Desmoines river,

Reported the same as correctly transcribed.
M r Lyons from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported that 

they have examined,
H . R. file, No. 19, 'An Act to fix the salaries of certain officers 

therein named; and to provide for their payment; also,
H . R. file, No. 58, A  Bill for an act to locate and establish a 

State road from W est Point, in L ee'county, to Bonaparte in Van 
Buren county;

And find the same correctly engrossed. .

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 21, A n A ct to indemnify Samuel Briggs, sheriff 
of Davis county, for losses and expenses incurred in defending him
self against prosecution commenced against him for exercising his 
office in the disputed territory between Iowa and Missouri, and

Senate file, No. 53, An Act to locate a State road from W alling’s 
Landing to Crawfordsville,
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In  which the concurrence of the House is requested; ■
Also, without amendment,
H . R. file, No. 47, A n A ct to relocate a State Road therein 

named,
And then he withdrew. ■

M r Smyth of Linn, from the committee on Roads and H ighw ays, 
to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Jasper 
county, in relation thereto— reported

H. R. file, No. 54, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from Knoxville in Marion county, to the town of Nevv- 
ton, in Jasper county;

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Morton, from the committee on Township and County Orga

nization, submitted the following report; .
The committee on County and Township Organization, to whom 

was referred the Bill of the Senate, (No. 27,) entitled A n A ct to 
establish an additional election precinct in Farmington township, 
Van Buren county, Iowa;

Have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the same with the following additional section to come in 
as section six, to wit:

Section 6. The Governor shall cause this act to be published in 
the newspapers printed in Van Buren county; and this act shall be 
in full force from and after said publication:

The said report and amendment was read the first time, and re
mains with the orders of the day.

M essrs Willoughby and Whitmore from the committee on Town
ship and County Organization, submitted the following Minority 
R eport:. : ;

The minority of the committee on Township and County Organi
zation, to whom was referred the Bill of the Senate, (No. 27 ,) en
titled A n A ct to establish an additional election precinct in Farm 
ington township, Van Buren county,

A re opposed to the principles and provisions of said Bill; and 
respectfully report a substitute therefor;

And accompanying which report was
H. R. file, No. 65, A  Bill for an act to authorize the County 

Commissioners of Van Buren to divide the township of Farmington 
in said county.

W hich was read a first time, and remains with the orders of the 
day.

M r Reynolds, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced, ,

H . R. file, No. 66, A  Bill for an act to change the name of 
Knoxville to that of Oceola,

The said bill was read the first time, and 
On motion of M r Reynolds,

Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the bill be 
read a second and third time now;

26
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The said hill was accordingly read a second and third time, pass-' 
cd and its title agreed Jo.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Day, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 
and introduced

H . R . file, No. 67, A  Bill for an act to render the concurrence o f  
two-thirds of the Ju ry  sufficient to find a verdict in certain cases. 

The said bill was read the first time.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 

of the select committee to which the same was referred, to the Bill 
of the House, (No. 56 ,) A  Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled 
An A ct regulating Mills and M illers, and for: other purposes; ap
proved February 3,1843.

The said amendments were read the second time. ;
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?
I t  was decided in the affirmative, when • ;

On motion of M r M 'Pherriny ’ .
I t was '
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
;Senate file, No. 28, A  Bill for an act in: relation, to collectors, 

sheriffs and coroners deeds; ■
Was read a second time, and ’ v  - - 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,:
Ordered, To be laid on the table. ; :
Senate file, No. 42, Joint resolution providing for a mail route 

from Fairfield to Oscaloosa, ■
Was read a second time, and - .

On motion of M r Comstock, 1
Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the bill be 

read a third time now;
The said bill was accordingly read a third time, passed and its 

title agreed to. .<
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acqu&int the Senate therewith.
H . R. file, No. 19, Joint Resolution requesting our represen

tatives in Congress to procure the establishment' of a certain mail 
route,

Was read a' third time, passed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution instructing our representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of a certain mail 
route,

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 58, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road from 

W est Point in Lee county, to Bonaparte in  Van Buren county.
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 29, A n Act fixing the salaries of certain officers 

therein named, and providing for their payment,
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to. '
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bills.
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H. R. file, No. 34, A Bill for an act to incorporate the town of 
Fairfield, ' ..

Being the order of the day, .
The House resolved itself into the committee of the Whole House 

for the consideration of the said hill; and
A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the Chair, and M r Smyth of Linn reported that the com
mittee have, according to order, had the said hill under considera
tion, and had directed him to report the same with sundry amend
ments,

Which were read, considered and concurred in, when 
On motion of M r Bailey,

It was ■
Ordered, That the same he engrossed and read a third time to

morrow.
The House resumed the consideration of the hill of the Senate 

which was pending when the House adjourned on yesterday;
And the question being upon agreeing to the amendment of M r 

Goodrell, which was pending, to wit: .
Strike from the first, and insert in the second Congressional D is

trict, the county of “ H enry;”
And the question being . stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 
And pending which,
M r Day moved to lay the bill on the table;
And the question being put, ,
I t was decided in the negative.
The question recurred on the motion of M r Goodrell,
And being put, . . .

I t  was decided in the negative. |  Nays~~2o’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bowie, Comstock, Goodrell, Holland, King, 

M 'M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Updegraff, 
and Williams.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Lyons, Matson, M 'Pherrin , Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Steele, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and He- 
bard, Speaker pro tempore. >

Absent and unwell, M essrs Cochran, Leffingwell, O’Brien, and 
M r Speaker Browne.

So the amendment of M r Goodrell was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Bowie, to amend the same by 

striking out in the second district the county of “Des Moines,” and 
inserting the same in the first Congressional District.

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
• C *y c u e  17

It was decided in the affirmative, ' ■ j Nays 16*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of 
Mahaska, Sells, Updegraff, Williams, W right and Hebard, Speak
er, pro tem. , .

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, 
Steele, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Absent and unwell, M essrs Cochran, Leffingwell, O ’Brien and 
M r Speaker Browne.

So the motion of M r Bowie prevailed, and the amendment was 
engrossed accordingly.

A  motion was made by M r Morton to further amend the bill by 
striking from the first Congressional District, the counties of M a
rion, Polk and Jasper, and inserting the same, in the second Con
gressional District;

W hich motion was put and agreed to,
And the amendment engrossed accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Goodrell,
To further amend the bill,
By striking from the second District, the counties of Washington, 

Muscatine and Louisa, and adding the same to the first District, 
W hich motion was put and agreed to,
And the amendment engrossed accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Kinsman,
To further amend the bill,
By striking from the first D istrict the ’ counties of Mahaska and 

Keokuk, and adding the same to the second District; : ■
And the question being stated, Will the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the amendment engrossed accordingly, when 

On motion of M r Day,
Ordered, That the bill be laid on the table. ,
M r Green, (by leave,) presented a communication from the 

School Inspectors of Belleview township, in Jackson county.
On motion of M r Green,

Ordered, That the reading of the same be dispensed with, and 
that the communication be referred to the standing committee on 
Schools;

And then
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

Senate'file* No. 7, A  Bill to divide the State into Judicial Dis
tricts,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
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H. R. file, No. 43, A  Bill for an act, creating a Board of Public . 
W orks, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river, 

Being the special order of the day, in-accordance with a resolu
tion passed the House, the further consideration of the same,.was 
resumed, when

M r Smith of Mahaska, moved to amend the Bill, by striking out 
in the fifth section, all thereof to the word, “ President” in the third 
line, and inserting in lieu thereof, “The President shall receive
 dollars, the T reasurer- -do lla rs, and the; Secretary,,------
dollars per annum to be paid quarterly” " r

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays fiP’
The yeas.and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Blair, Bonham, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Green, 

Hardy, Leech, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, 
Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Willoughby, and Hebard, Spea
ker pro tem. ..

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bowie, Kinsman, Montague, Whitmore, and 

W right.
Absent, M essrs Anderson, Holland, and King.
Absent and unwell, M essrs Cochran, Leffingwell,' O ’Brien,and 

M r Speaker Browne. 1 .-
So the amendment was agreed to., . .
And the bill amended accordingly.
M r Bonham moved to further amend the Bill, by striking out, the 

words “ on the first day of January, 1847,” in the first and second 
lines of the thirty second section, and inserting, the words, “on the 
first day of September, A. D. 1846,” in lieu thereof.

The said amendment was read,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the Bill amended accordingly.
M r Smith of Mahaska, moved to further amend, by filling the 

first blank in the fifth section with “ one thousand,”
Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Bonham moved to further amend, by inserting after the word 

“ Claim” in the second line of the thirty-second section the words 
“ One hundred and sixty acres,”

M r Clifton moved to amend the amendment by substituting the 
words “ three hundred and twenty” for “one hundred and sixty,” 

W hich motion was put and disagreed to:
The question recurred on the original motion, ; ■
And being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
M r Smith of Mahaska moved to fill the second blank in the fifth 

section with the words “ seven hundred,”
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
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-'M r Lyons moved to fill the said blank with the words “ five hun
dred,”

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
- M r Clifton moved to fill the third blank in the fifth section, with 

the words “ seven hundred,”
'■ W hich motion was put and disagreed to.

M r Hardy moved to fill the same blank with the words “ five 
hundred,”

Whieh motion was put and agreed to, ‘ :
And the said blanks filled accordingly.
M r Day moved to amend the Bill by adding the following pro

viso to the twentieth section “ Provided, in the opinion of the court, 
such conveyance is necessary,”

And the question being put, will the House agree thereto?

I t was decided in the affirmative, j N ays- 9^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are

- M essrs Bowie, Comstock, Day, Green, Holland, King, Kinsman, 
Leech, Lyons, Matson, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W il
liams, Willoughby and Wright. ‘

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Hardy, M ‘Manus, 

M 'Pherrin , Whitmore, and Hebard, Speaker pro tem.
Absent, M essrs Bonham, and Olmstead.
Absent and sick, M essrs Cochran, Leffingwell, O ’Brien, and 

M r Speaker Browne. ■ .
So the motion prevailed and the said proviso was added to the 

twentieth'section accordingly, when 
On motion of M r Leech,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

And then
On motion of M r Comstock,

The House^adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M . to-morrow.

Friday Morning, January 29th, 1847.

M r Cochran presented the petition of Reuben Bracket, President 
of the Board of School Inspectors of Denmark township, Lee coun
ty, relative to matter therein contained;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Cochran,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools. 
M r Sells gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for incorporating towns.
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On motion of M r Sells, 1
The resolution of the House authorizing the Chief Clerk to em

ploy an assistant,
Was taken from the table and read; . . ! .
And the question was stated, upon agreeing to the amendment of 

M r Bonham, to wit:
That he employ George E . Bronson;
And the question being put, • ;
I t was decided in the negative.
So the amendment of M r Bonham was disagreed to.
The question then recurred upon agreeing to the resolution,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?

And pending which,
A  call of the House was ordered and had, and upon the roll being 

called over twrice
M essrs Clifton, O’Brien, Leffingwell, Reynolds, Whitmore,and 

Speaker Browne, found absent.
On motion of M r Olmstead,

M essrs Leffingwell, O ’Brien and Speaker Browne w ere excus
ed, on account of sickness, from attending. .

And after some time, the absent members appearing, the further 
proceedings under the call w ere dispensed with.

The question recurred,
And after debate,
M r Olmstead moved to lay the resolution on the table;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to. ;
The question recurred, , • f
And being put, viz: W ill the House agree to said resolution? :

I t  was decided in the affirmative, j Nays li5
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams and W right. 

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds,: Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore and Willoughby. ,

Absent and excused, . .
M essrs Leffingwell, O ’Brien and Speaker Browne.
So the resolution was agreed to. • .
And the Chief Clerk authorized to employ an assistant accord

ingly.
M r .Kinsman gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce, , -;
A  Bill to compel certain officers to keep their offices at the county 

scat. ■
M r Lyons, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported as 

,correctly engrossed, the following bills, '
H . R. file, No. 34, A Bill for an act to incorporate the town of 

Fairfield ;. .
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H . R. file, No. 43, A  Bill for an act creating a Board of Public 
W orks, and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river; 
and

H . R. file, No. 50, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct regulating 
mills and millers. ‘

M r M 'Pherrin, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the fol
lowing report:

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
H . R. file, No. 17,, Joint Resolution, to pay Charles A. Robbins 

for a set of seals, for Benton county, have had the same under con
sideration, and have instructed me to report the same, with the fol
lowing amendments—  ' ■

Strike out in the fifth line the words “ twenty-five,”  and insert 
the words “ sixteen,” in lieu thereof, which your committee con
sider a sufficient compensation for said seals.

Which report was read and remains with the orders of the day. 
M r Smyth of Linn submitted the following report:
The Committee on Roads and Highways, to whom was referred 

the petition and remonstrance of citizens of Clinton county, relative 
to a road through an out-lot in the town of Lyons, have instructed 
me to report a bill agreeable to the prayer of the petition.

And accompanying which report was—■
H . R. file, No. 68, A  Bill for an act to continue the territorial 

road from Dewitt to Lyons, across an out-lot in the town of Lyons. 
The said bill was read the first time.
M r Smyth of Linn submitted the following report:
The Committee on Roads and Highways, to whom was referred 
H . R. file, No. 62, A  Bill requiring the expenses of laying out all 

State roads to be paiii out of the State treasury;
Have examined the same, and unanimously recommend the indefi

nite postponement of the bill.
Which was read, and remains with the orders of the day.

• M r Sells, from the Committee on Incorporations, submitted the 
following report: : 1

• The Committee on Incorporations, to whom was referred the bill 
of the House (No. 49) A  Bill to authorize general incorporations, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the same back with the following amendments,

Strike out in the seventh section all after the word “ is”  in the 
fourth line;

Strike out the ninth section;
Strike out the third proposition, in the tenth section;
Insert in the second line of the sixteenth section, after the word 

“ Company” “at the time the dividends were made;”
Insert after the first word “ A ” in the first line of the seventeenth 

section “ failure to comply with the foregoing requisitions, o ra ,” 
Add the following as the 26th section,
“ All Incorporations where charters shall expire by their own li

mitations, or shall be annulled by forfeiture or otherwise, shall ne
vertheless be continued bodies corporate for the term of three years, 
after the time when they would have been dissolved, for the pur-
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pose of prosecuting and defending suits by, or against them, and of 
enabling theip gradually to settle and close their concerns, to dis
pose of and convey their property, and to divide their Capital Stock; 
but not for the purpose of continuing their business for which such 
Corporation or Corporations have been or may be established; 

W hich was read and remains with the orders of the day.
M r Smith of Mahaska in pursuance of previous notice, asked, 

obtained leave and introduced
H . R . file, No. 69, A  Bill for an act, to locate a State road from 

Oscaloosa in Mahaska county, to Knoxville in Marion county.
The said bill was read the first time..
H . R. file, No. 63, A  Bill for an act to fix the times, and places, 

of holding the Supreme Court;
Was read a second time and 

On motion of M r Lyons,
Ordered, That the same be referred to the Standing Committee on 

the Judiciary.
H . R. file, No. 64, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 

State Road from Knoxville, in Marion county to the town of N ew 
ton, in Jasper county,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Kinsman,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M h S p e a k e r : *

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 20, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of 
Auditor of State.

In  which the concurrence of the House of Representatives is re 
quested.

Also with amendment,
H . R. file, No. 50, A  Bill for an act to provide for the location 

of the county seat in the county of Jones,
In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
And then he withdrew.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the reports of the 

majority and minority of the standing committee on township and 
county organization, to which the Bill of the Senate (N o. 27 ,) en
titled A n A ct to establish an additional precinct in Farmington town
ship, Van Buren county, Iowa;

The said reports w ere read,
And the question being stated by the Speaker, M r Hebard, to be 
F irst, upon agreeing to the report of the majority, and 
Second, the report of the minority, to wit: the substitute by them' 

reported;
And, pending which,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead,

V
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T hat the report of the m inority be concurred in.
A nd after debate, • ' ,
M r  M orton moved to amend the motion of M r O lmstead, by sub

stituting the majority report.
A nd the question w as stated, W ill the H ouse agree to the re 

port o f the m ajority of the said committee?
A nd  being put,
I t  w as decided in  the affirm ative.
So the amendment reported by the m ajority o f the committee was 

agreed to, to w it: add as 
Section 6. T he G overnor shall cause th is act to be published in 

the new spapers printed in  V an B uren county; and this act shall be 
in fu ll force from and after said publication:

A nd the amendment engrossed accordingly, w hen 
O n motion of M r M orton,

I t  was
O rdered , T hat the bill be read a th ird  tim e to-m orrow . ■:
H . R . file, N o. 67, A  Bill for an act to render the concurrence of 

tw o-thirds of the J u ry  sufficientto  find a verd ict in  certain  cases, 
W as read a second time, and

O n motion of M r Lyons, / 7
O rdered, T hat the usual num ber of copies thereof be prin ted  for 

the use of the , H ouse.
On motion of M r Lyons,

O rdered, To be referred  to the Standing Committee on the Ju d i
ciary.

H . R . file, N o. 34, A  Bill for an act to incorporate the tow n of 
F a irfie ld ; : < i ,

H . R . file, No. 56, A  B ill for an act to amend A n  A ct regulating 
mills and m illers, and for other pu rposes; approved F eb ru a ry  3, 
1 8 4 3 ;and . '

H . R . file, N o. 43, A  B ill for an act creating a  Board of Public 
W orks, and providing for the im provem ent of the Desmoines r iv e r ;  

W ere  read a th ird  time, passed and titles agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in  the said Bills.
Senate file, N o. 36, A n A c t to provide for the election of an A tto r

ney G eneral of State, and to define his duties; ' , :
■ Senate file, No. 21, A n  A ct to indemnify Samuel B riggs, sheriff 

.of Davis county, for losses and expenses incurred  in  defending him r 
se lf against prosecution commenced against him  for exercising .h is 
office in  the disputed territo ry  betw een Iow a and M issouri;

Senate file, No. 53, A n  A ct to locate a state road from W alling’s 
landing to Craw fordsville; .

Senate file, No. 54, A n  A ct to locate a state road from W alling’s 
landing to Columbus City; r 7

Senate file, No. 48, A n  A ct to provide for the paym ent of the 
debt due the M in ers’ Bank of D ubuque; and ■ , ,

Senate file, No. 32, A n A ct fixing the punishm ent fo r the crime 
of m urder; > > ■ ■ i
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W ere.severally read a first time.
And then

On motion of M r Rathbun, >
T he House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow..

Saturday Morning, January 30th, 1847.

• M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to establish the rights of married women, also 
A  Bill to repeal the charter of F ort Madison.
M r Matson gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill providing for the holding of, Courts at the old court house 

at Edinburg, in Jones county, until another place is provided in 
said county.

M r Matson, from the Committee on Schools, to which was refer
red the subject of common schools, w ith instructions to report by 
bill, reported: ,

H . R. file, No. 70, A. Bill for an act to establish a system of 
common schools. :■

On motion of M r Matson, '
Ordered, That the first reading of said bill be dispensed with.
M r Morton moved that two hundred copies of the same be print

ed for the use of the House. '
M r Olmstead moved that five hundred copies be printed. 

w And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the negative,

The yeas and nays being desir 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are .
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Hardy, Olmstead, Rath

bun, Sells and W right. .
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hol

land, King, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, Matson, M M anus, M ‘Pher- 
rin, Morton, Montague, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of 
Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, Williams and He- 
bard, Speaker pro tem.

Absent, M r Bonham.. _
A bsent on account of sickness,.....
Messrs.Leffingwell, O’Brien and Speaker Browne,
So the motion of M r Olmstead whs disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Morton, to wit: To 

print two hundred copies ; _
And being put, .
I t  was decided iri'the negative, and then 

On motion of M r Goodrell, , . , ^

( Yeas— 9,
( Nays— 2 5 .! 

ed by two members,
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Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 
the use of the House.

M r Lyons, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported as 
correctly engrossed,

H . R. file, No. 64, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from Knoxville, in Marion county, to the town of N ew 
ton, in Jasper county.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments, re
ported by the Standing Committee on Incorporations, to the bill of 
the House (N o. 49) A  bill for an act to authorize general incorpo
rations.

The said amendments were read the second time;
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto ? 

when
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, That the bill be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, for Monday next.

M r Smyth of Linn, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, 
to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson 
and Washington counties, in relation thereto, reported:

H . R . file, No. 71, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road in Jefferson and Washington counties;

The said bill was read the first time.
Senate file, No. 21, A n A ct to indemnify Samuel Riggs,
Was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 36, A n A ct to provide for the election of an attor

ney general of State, and to define his duties;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Day,
Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on the J u 

diciary. •
Senate file, No. 48, A n A ct to provide for the payment of the 

debt due the M iners’ Bank of Du B uque;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Bowie,
Ordered, To be referred to the Committee on Claims.
Senate file, No. 32, An A ct fixing the punishment for the crime 

of m urder; '
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, That the bill be committed to a Committee of the Whole 

House, for Tuesday next.
Senate file, No. 54, An A ct to locate a State road from Walling’s 

Landing to Columbus city;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Whitmore,
Ordered, To be referred to the Committee on Roads and High

ways.
Senate file, No. 53, A n A ct to locate a State road from Walling’s 

Landing to Crawfordsville;
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W as read  a second time, and 
O n motion of M r Goodrell,

O rdered, T o be referred  to the Standing Committee on Roads and 
H ighw ays.

H . R . file, N o. 68, A  B ill for an  act to continue the territo ria l 
road from D e W itt to Lyons, across an out-lot in  the tow n of Lyons. 

W as read a second time, and
O n motion of M r Sm yth of L inn,

O rdered, To be referred  to the delegations from the counties of 
Clinton and Scott.

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the rep o rt of the 
Committee on Roads and H ighw ays, recommending the indefinite 
postponement of the bill of the H ouse (N o . 6 2 ) A  Bill for an act to 
am end A n  A ct laying out and opening territo ria l ro ad s; approved 
Decem ber 29, 1838;

T he said report w as read, and
T he  question w as pu t, to w it: Shall the bill be indefinitely post

poned ?
I t  w as decided in  the affirmative.
So the said bill w as indefinitely postponed.
T he  H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re 

ported by the Committee on Claims, to the Jo in t Resolution of the 
H ouse, (N o . 17) Jo in t Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins for a 
set of seals, for Benton county.

T he  said amendment w as read,
A nd  the question being stated, W ill the H ouse agree thereto? 
A nd  pending w hich,
A nd  after debate,

O n motion of M r Sm yth of L inn,
I t  was
O rdered, T hat the said bill and report be la id  on the table, sub

je c t  to the order of the H ouse.
H . R . file, N o. 64, A  B ill for an act to lay out and establish a 

State road from K noxville in  M arion county, to the tow n of N ew 
ton, in Jasp er county,

W as read a th ird  time, passed and its title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in  the said bill.
Senate file, N o. 27, A n  A c t to establish an additional precinct in  

Farm ington tow nship, V an  B uren  county, Iow a,
W as read a  th ird  time,
A nd  the question w as stated, Shall the bill pass?
A nd  pending w hich,
A  motion w as made by M r Olmstead to indefinitely postpone the 

bill;
A nd  the question being put, Shall the bill be indefinitely post- . 

poned?
. (Y e a s  12

I t  w as decided in  the negative, < pjay S 20

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, • Leech, Lyons, 

Montague, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams,Wright, 
and Hebard, Speaker pro tem.

Absent, M essrs King and Matson.
Absent and unwell, M essrs Leffingwell, O ’Brien and Speaker 

Browne.
So the motion to indefinitely postpone, was disagreed to.
The question recurred, Shall the bill pass?
And being, put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Cochran moved that the House adjourn,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
Senate file, No. 20, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of 

.Auditor of State,
.Was read a first time.

A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary: .
M r  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 55, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 
from Keokuk, via Charleston, Oscaloosa, &c., to Fort Desmoines, in 
Polk county.

In which the concurrence of the House of Representatives is re
quested.

I  herewith return
H . R. file, No. 19, Joint Resolution requesting our Representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of a certain M ail 
route; and

H . R. file, No. 66, A n A ct to change the name of Knoxville to 
that of Oeeola;

The same having passed the Senate without amendment,
And, also,
H . R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution requesting our Representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of a certain Mail 
route; and

H. R. file, No. 46', A n Act to locate a State road from Canton, in 
Jackson county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county,

The same having passed the Senate with amendments.
I  herewith present for your signature,
Senate file, No. 42, Joint Resolution providing for a Mail route 

from Fairfield to Oscaloosa,
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T he same having passed both H ouses, and been reported  as cor
rectly  enrolled;

A nd then  he w ithdrew .

T he Speaker then  signed the above entitled resolution.
T he  H ouse then  proceeded to the consideration of the amendment 

o f the Senate to the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 5 0 ,)  entitled A n  A c t to 
provide for the location of the county .seat in  the county of Jones.

T he said amendment was read,
A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse concur therein?
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in,
A nd  the bill stands passed as amended.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate, of th e  p ro 

ceedings of the H ouse herein .
A nd then, 1

O n motion of M r Olmstead,
T he H ouse adjourned until M onday, 9  o’clock, A . M .

Monday Morning, February 1st, 1847# .

M r M ‘M anus presented the petition of sundry  citizens of Scott 
county, p ray ing  for an act to alter the p resen t law  in  relation to J u s 
tices of the Peace,

W hich w as read, and -
O n his motion,

O rdered, to be referred  to the standing committee on the Ju d i
ciary. : 1 -

M r Cochran presented  the petition of num erous ladies of L ee 
county, praying for the passage of an act in  relation to  the sale o f 
intoxicating drinks; also, ’ : >

T he petition of sundry  citizens of L ee county, praying for the 
passage of an act in  relation to the license law ; i f .  ;

W hich petitions w ere  read, and 
• O n motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, To be referred  to the standing committee on W ays and 

M eans.
M r M orton presented the petition of one hundred and eighty la 

dies o f the State of Iow a, praying for the repeal of all law s that con
flict w ith  the principle of equal rights, so far as Constitutional p ro 
visions w ill admit; also,

T he petition of one hundred and sixty-four citizens of H enry  
county, praying for the repeal of an act to regulate B lacks and M u 
lattos, . . ' . - ■ . ' .

W hich petitions w ere  read, and
O n motion of M r M orton, .
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Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of three, composed 
of M essrs Morton, Updegraff and Williams.

M r Goodrell presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ash
ington county, praying for the repeal of the present law in relation 
to Blacks and Mulattos,

W hich was read, when
M r Lyons moved to lay the same on the table,

• And the question being put,

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—^5
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, Lyons, Olmstead and Reynolds.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Com- 

stock, Goodrell, Hardy, Holland, King, Leech, Matson, M 'M anus, 
M 'Pherrin , Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, 
Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, W right and Hebard, Speaker 
pro tem.

Absent, M essrs Green, Kinsman, Smyth of Linn, Steele, and 
Updegraff.

Absent, and sick, M essrs Leffingwell, O ’Brien, and Speaker 
Browne.

So the motion was disagreed to.
And then

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee composed of M essrs 

Morton, Updegraff and Williams; to whom a similar petition was 
referred.

M r Sells moved to instruct said committee to report a Bill, 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
H . R. file, No. 72, A  Bill for an act, amendatory of an act defin

ing crimes and punishments.
The said bill was read the first time, and '

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House. ■
M r Clifton, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 73, A  Bill for an act to provide for the assess

ment and collection of Revenue,
The said bill was read the first time, and,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House.
H . R. file, No. 67, A  Bill for an act to render the concurrence 

of two-thirds of the Ju ry  sufficient to find a verdict in certain cases. 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Comstock.
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Ordered, That the further consideration of the bill be indefinitely 
postponed.

H . R. file, No. 69, A  Rill for an act to locate a State road from 
Oscaloosa, in Mahaska county, to Knoxville, in Marion county, 

Was read a second time, and
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

H . R . file, No. 71, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road in Washington and Jefferson counties,

Was read a  second time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, to be referred to the committee on Roads and High
ways.

Senate file, No. 20, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of the 
Auditor of State,

Was read a second time, and 1
On motion of M r Morton, - .

Ordered, To be committed to the committee of the whole House, 
for Friday next.

Senate file, No. 21, A n A ct to indemnify Samuel Briggs^ &c., 
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary^
M u S p e a k e r :  "

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 19, A n A ct concerning Justices of the Peace; 
Senate file, No.: 33; A n A ct to confer the authority of changing 

the names of persons, towns and villages upon the District Court; i  

Senate file, No. 38, A  Memorial to Congress for a grant of Land 
upon which to locate the Seat of Government of the State of Iowa;

Senate file, No. 56, Joint Resolution relative to the removal ofthe 
Winnebago Indians; ;

Also, w ith amendments,
H . R. file, No. 54, A n A ct to locate a State Road therein named. 
In  which the concurrence of the House is requested:
Also, without amendment,
H . R . file, No. 21, An A ct to define the duties of Prosecuting 

Attorneys; and provide compensation for their services; ;
H . R. file, No. 57, A n A ct to define the boundaries of the coun

ties of Clayton and Fayette; , > ;
H . R . file, No. 64, A n A ct to lay out and establish a State road 

from Knoxville, in Marion county, to the town of Newtpn in Jasper 
county;

I  herewith present for your signature, ,
A n A ct to establish an additional precinct in Farmington town

ship, Van Buren county, Iowa, and
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Pream ble, arid Jo in t Resolution relative to the im provem ent o f the  
Iow a river;

T he  same: having passed both H ouses and been reported  as cor
rectly  enrolled;

A nd  then  he w ithdrew .

; T he Speaker then  signed the above entitled acts. :
H . R . file, N o. 52, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage

m ent and disposition of the School Funds;
Being the order of the day,
T he House resolved itself into the committee of th e  W hole H ouse, . 
M r Olmstead in  the Chair,
A fte r  some time spent there in , the committee rose, and by th e ir  

Chairm an reported  progress, and asked leave’to sit again;
A n d  the question being stated, Shall leave be granted? -
A nd ’ pending w hich, • . . ,
M r Olmstead moved to adjourn;
A nd the question being put,
I t  w as decided in  the negative.
The question recurred, Shall leave be granted?
A nd  being, put,
I t  was decided in  the affirmative. \
So the said committee have leave to sit again. ,
A fte r w hich

O n motion of M r Goodrell,
O rdered, T hat the H ouse adjourn until 2  o’clock, P . M ,

2 o’clock, P. M.

H . R . file, N o. 49, A  B ill for an act to authorize G eneral Incor
porations, . .
r B eing the order of the d a y ,, ; , ■

: O n motion M r Sells, ! ■
T he H ouse resolved itse lf into the committee of the whole H ouse 

for the consideration of the same; M r Bonham in the Chair; and;
A fte r some tim e spent therein , the committee rose, and by th e ir  

chairm an:reported the bill w ith  sundry amendments. .•
T he  H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said report: '
T he  question being, W ill the H ouse concur in  the said amend

ments?- . •

A nd  the question w as stated, W ill the H ouse concur th e re in ? . , 
A nd  pending w hich,
On motion of M r Smyth of L inn , : » ,

O rdered, T hat the said amendments be considered separately^
T h e  H ouse then proceeded to consider said amendments in th e ir 

order; w hen, ' ;
T he  first six  consecutive amendments w ere  read, considered and 

severally  concurred in,
A nd incorporated in  the bill accordingly. • • : 1
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T he  question then  being upon concurring in  the seventh amend
m ent, to w it: 1 ; ; 1

S trike out the ninth section; •

A nd the question being pu t, . •
I t  w as decided in  the negative, ^
So the said amendment w as disagreed to. ' . .
M r Smyth of L inn, then  moved to  fu rther amend the bill, by 

strik ing  out the w ords in  relation to any county,” in  the second 
line of the ninth section, also by strik ing  out the w ords “  made th e re 
in ,”  in  the second and th ird  lines of the same section.

W hich motion was put and agreed to;
A nd  the bill amended accordingly .: .
M r D ay moved to fu rther amend the bill, by inserting  after the 

w ord  “ paid,”  in  th e  second line of the sixteenth section, the w ords 
“  and no dividends shall be made until all debts incurred , and due, 
and previously demanded by the company, are paid .”

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Smyth of L inn  moved to fu rth er amend the bill, by strik ing 

out the fifteenth section.
W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to;

' A nd  the bill amended accordingly.
M r D ay moved to  fu rther amend the bill, by adding the follow

ing additional section, to come in  as section tw enty-six :
“ Section 26, T he private p roperty  of each stockholder shall be 

liable for all debts of the corporation, to the amount of stock owned 
by said stockholder, at the tim e w hen such debts w ere  contracted, 
and also to the amount o f  stock, ow ned by said stockholder at any 
subsequent tim e.”  ,

T he said amendment w as read,.
A nd the question being pu t, W ill the H ouse agree there to?

' T hose w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs  A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bonham, D ay, G oodrell, G reen, 

H olland, K insm an, L eech, Lyons, M atson, M 'P h e rr in , M ontague, 
Reynolds, Smyth of L inn , Steele, Sells, Updegraff, W illiam s and 
W illoughby.

T hose w ho voted in the negative, a re  . . ; ;
M essrs Cochran, M 'M anus, M orton, R athbun, Smith of M ahas

ka  and H ebard , Speaker pro tem . 1 
• A bsent M essrs Clifton, Comstock, H ardy , K ing, Olmslead, W hit

m ore and W right.
A bsent and sick, ' ' '
M essrs Leffingwell, O ’B rien and Speaker B row ne.
So the amendment w as agreed to.
A nd the said section added to the bill accordingly.
M r D ay moved to fu rther amend the bill, by  adding the following 

as section tw enty-eight:
“ Section 28, T he  corporation shall receive cash only, in  payment 

of capital stock.”

I t  w as decided in  the affirmative,

T h e  yeas and nays being desired by tw o members
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The said amendment being read, . >.
A nd the question being put,
I t was disagreed to without a count.
M r Day, again moved to amend the bill by adding the following, 

as section twenty-eight: ■ :
“ Section 28, A  sale or transfer of stock, or interest in the cor

poration, shall not exempt the stockholder, making such sale, from 
any penalty or liability previously incurred.”

The said amendment was read, considered, and disagreed to, w ith
out a count. s

After which,
. /  '>

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor

row.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
. , M r  S p e a k e r : , '

I. am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed, •,

Senate fde, No. 58, A n A ct to amend an act, entitled A n A ct to 
locate a territorial road therein named; approved January 17th, 
1846; / , ' . :

Also, w ith amendments,
. H . R. tile, No. 19, A n A ct to fix the salaries of certain offi
cers therein named, and providing for their payment.
. In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Also, that the Senate have concurred in the amendments made by 
the House to

Senate file, No. 7, A  Bill to divide the State into Judicial D is
tricts, i

I  herewith present, for your signature,
Senate file, No. 21, A n A ct to indemnify Samuel Briggs, Sheriff 

of Davis couny, for losses and expenses incurred in defending him
self against prosecutions commenced against him for exercising his 
office in the disputed territory between Iowa and Missouri.
.■ And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled act.
The. House then proceeded to the consideration of the amend

ments of the Senate, to the following bills of the House, to wit:
H . R. file, No. 19, A n A ct to fix the salaries of certain officers 

therein named;
H . R. file, No. 54, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road, there

in named; and
H . R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution instructing our representa

tives in Congress to procure the establishment of a certain mail 
route. . i

The said amendments were then severally read and concurred in ,, 
and the amendments incorporated.

And the said bills stand passed as amended.
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O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate o f the pro
ceedings held herein.

A nd then, ' ■
On motion of M r G oodrell, '

O rdered , T he  H ouse adjourn until 9  o’clock, A . M . to-m orrow.

Tuesday Morning, February 2d, 1847.

M r Speaker B row ne, appeared and took the Chair.
M r W hitm ore gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill amendatory to an  act regulating evidence in  certain cases. 
M r  M atson from the committee on Schools made the following 

report:
“ T he committee to whom w as referred  a resolution that the s ix 

teenth  section, in  each tow nship, is strictly  a tow nship fund, and 
should be thus applied, have instructed  me to  report the same and 
recom mend its rejection .”  .
f W hich report w as read  and concurred in.

M r Cochran from the committee on E ngrossed B ills, reported  that 
they  have examined,

H . R . file, N o. 69, A  Bill for an act, to locate a  State road from 
Oscaloosa in M ahaska county, to K noxville in  M arion county,

A nd  find the same correctly engrossed. 1

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary:
M a  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, N o. 59, Jo in t R esolution,relative to the adjournm ent 
of the p resen t session of the G eneral A ssem bly, and

Senate file, No. 60, A n  A c t to establish a state road there in  nam
ed. , -

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse in  requested,
, A nd  then  he w ithdrew .

M r Sells from the committee on enrolled bills reported  that they 
have examined • ' ■ *''

H . R . file, N o. 19, Jo in t Resolution requesting  our rep resen- 
tiv e s in  Congress to  procure the establishm ent of certain  mail routes 

H . R . file, N o. 20, Jo in t Resolution, instructing our R epresen ta
tives in  Congress to p rocure the establishm ent of a certain mail 
rou te ;

H . R . file, N o. 16, Jo in t R esolution, relative to the im prove
m ent of Cedar river,

I I .  R . file, N o. 41, A n  A c t to change the name o f  N ew ton C ity 
to that of N ew ton; >

H . R . file, N o. 46, A n  A ct to locate a State road from Canton, in 
Jackson  county, to P ioneer G rove, in  Cedar county; * >
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H . R . file, No, 47, A n  A ct to relocate a  state road therein  
named.

H . R . file, No. 50, A n  A ct to provide for the location of the 
county seat in  the county of Jones,

H . R . file, N o . 57, A n  A ct to define the boundaries of the coun
ties of Clayton and Fayette,

H . R . file, N o. 64, A n  A ct to lay out and establish a State 
road from K noxville, in  M arion county to the tow n of N ew ton, in 
Ja sp e r county,

H . R . file, N o. 66, A n  A ct to change the name of K noxville 
to that of Oceola;

A nd  find the same to be correctly  enrolled.
T he  Speaker then signed the above entitled acts. :

' M r H ardy from the select committee to w hich w as referred  the 
B ill of the H ouse, (N o . 6 1 ,) A  bill for an act, to amend an act, en
titled  A n  A ct defining the duties of county surveyors, reported: .

T h at’ the committee have, according to order, had the said B ill un 
der consideration; and after careful examination, had instructed  him 
to report that the committee recommend,

F irs t, T hat the said bill of the H ouse (N o . 6 1 ,) be rejected, and 
Second, T hat the following,
A  Bill for an act defining the duties of county surveyors, be sub

stituted therefor;
T he said rep o rt and substitute w ere  read,
A nd  rem ain w ith  the orders of the day.
M r Olmstead in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H .' R . file, N o .-75, A  Bill for an act to establish new  counties, 

and define their boundaries in  the late cession from the W innebago 
Indians,

T he said bill was read the first time.
M r Lyons in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and, introduced, - ’
H . R . file, N o. 21, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route from K eo

k u k  to Fairfield ,
T he said bill was read the first time.
Senate file, N o. 19, A n  A ct concerning Justices of the Peace. 
Senate file, No. 33, A n  A c t to confer the authority of changing 

names of persons, tow ns and villages, upon the D istric t Court;
Senate file, N o. 38, A  M em orial to Congress for a g rant of land, 

upon w hich to locate the seat o f G overnm ent for the State of Iowa; 
Senate file, N o. 51, Jo in t Resolution, relative to the removal of

the W innebago Indians; ..................
Senate filej N o. 55, Jo in t Resolution, providing for a M ail route, 

from K eokuk, via Oscaloosa to F o rt Desmoines in Polk  coun ty ;; 
i . -And,-,.. . i
Senate file, N o. 58, A  Bill to amend an act, entitled A n  A ct to 

locate a T e rrito r ia l road therein  named; approved January  17th, 
1846; •

W ere  severally  read a  first time.
On motion of M r Comstock,
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Senate file, No. 59, Joint Resolution, relative to the adjournment 
of the present session of the General Assembly,

Was taken from the table and read a first time, and
On motion of M r Sells, . ;

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time, 
when

M r Hebard moved to lay the resolution on the table;
And the question being put, • •

It was decided in  the affirmative, |  Nays— 12'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Day, 

Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Lyons, Matson, M 'M anus, 
M ‘Pherrin, Olmstead, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, W il
liams and Speaker Browne. '

Those who voted in the negative, are ;
M essrs Cochran, Comstock, Hardy, Leech, Morton, Montague, 

Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Whitmore, Willoughby and W right. 
M essrs Kinsman and Steele not voting, and 
M essrs O’Brien and Leffingwell, absent and excused from at

tending on account of sickness.
M r Sells, by leave, moved the following resolution, which was 

read, considered and disagreed to: •"
Resolved, That no new bills, of a general nature, shall be intro

duced after the twelfth instant.
■ M r Cochran presented the credentials of Daniel S. Baker, mem

ber elect from the county of Lee, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of Reuben Conlee, a member elect from said county. : ■ 

M r Baker then came forward, deposited his certificate of election, 
and took and subscribed to the necessary oath, and was admitted to 
his seat. > . :

H. R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act, to provide for the disposi
tion and management of the school funds, being the order of the day, 
the consideration of the same was resumed in Committee of the 
Whole, M r Olmstead in the chair. < .. :

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported the same back to the House with sundry 
amendments;

When on motion of M r Clifton,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M . >

2 o’clock, P. M.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:'
M r  S j p e a k e r :

I  herewith present for your signature,
Senate file, No. 7, An A ct to divide the State of Iowa into Jud i

cial Districts;
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled.: • ■ ’ ■ '
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The Senate have passed without amendment,
H . R . file, No 58, A n Act to locate and establish a State road 

from W est Point, in Lee county, to Bonaparte, in Van Buren coun
ty-

I  herewith return  to the House, in which they originated,
A n A ct to lay out and establish a State road from Knoxville, in 

Marion county, to  Newton, in Jasper county;
A n A ct to change the name of “ Newton City,” to that of “ N ew 

ton;”
A n A ct to define the. boundaries of the counties of Clayton and 

Fayette;
A n Act to provide for the location of the County Seat of Jones 

county;
A n A ct to change the name of the town of “ Knoxville,”  to that 

of “ Oeeola;” ■
A n  A ct to locate a State road from Canton, in Jackson county, to. 

Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county;
A n A ct to relocate a State road therein named;
Preamble and joint ^resolution relative to the improvement of 

Cedar river; •
- Joint Resolution requesting our representatives in  Congress to 

procure the establishment of a certain mail route; and
Another Joint Resolution of the same title.
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate. ,

- And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the • above entitled Acts and Resolu
tions. i ■ , ,•

The.House then proceeded to the consideration of the amend
ments reported by the committee of the whole House, to the Bill of 
the House, (N o. 52,) A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage
ment and disposition of the School Funds,

W hich amendments were pending when the House adjourned on 
yesterday.

The said amendments w ere read,
And the question was, stated to be upon concurring therein, 

w h e n ,: , i ■ ■
On motion of M r Smith of M ahaska, 1 

The House proceeded to consider the same separately.
And the first nine consecutive amendments w ere then severally 

read, considered and concurred in; ' ' '

And the question being put upon agreeing to the tenth amend
ment, to wit:

Strike out “ six per cent, per annum,” and insert in lieu thereof, 
“ ten per cent, per annum.”,; • , 1

I t was decided in the negative,  ̂ Nays °o’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Clifton, Green, Holland, M ‘M anus, Olmstead, 

Smyth of Linn, Sells, Williams and Speaker Browne.
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Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Blair, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, King, 

Leech, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Rathbdn, 
Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, 
and W right.

Absent M essrs Bowie, Bonha,m, Cochran, Hebard and Steele.
Absent and sick, M essrs Leffingwell, and O’Brien.
So the amendment was disagreed to.
The next nine consecutive amendments w ere then agreed to.
M r Morton moved to further amend the bill by striking out the 

“25th section,” and inserting the following substitute for the same:
Section 25. For the purpose of selecting the two hundred thou -' 

sand acres of land referred to in the first section of this Act, there 
shall be elected by the General Assembly, two Commissioners, 
whose duty it' shall be, after taking and subscribing an oath, faith
fully to discharge the duties assigned them by law to proceed to 
select and locate said land in parcels of not less than three hundred 
and twenty acres each, and to make a report of such selection and 
location to the Register and Receiver of the proper land office and 
to the Superintendent of Common Schools of the county in which 
the selected land is situate; after which, the land so selected, shall 
be disposed of as provided in this Act, in the base of the 16th sec
tion.

: And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
I t was decided in the negative'.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Day then moved that the bill be referred to the standing com

mittee on Schools, .. '
W ith instructions to amend the same so that no sale or lease of 

the sixteenth section can be made without a vote of the township, 
in  which the same is situated; and report such other amendments to 
said bill as ■ they, may deem expedient;

And the question being stated upon the said amendment,
r Yeas. 7

It was decided iii the negative,  ̂ Nays—25
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Lyons, Smyth of Linn 

and W right. . ,
Those who voted in the negative; are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell, Green, Hol

land, King, Leech, Matson, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Mon
tague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Sells, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby and Speaker Browne.

Absent, Messrs Anderson, Bowie, Cochran, Kinsman and Steele.
Absent and sick, M essrs Leffingwell and O’Brien.
So the motion was disagreed to.
M r Bonham moved to postpone the further consideration of the 

bill until to-morrow, two o’clock, P . M.,
29
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Which motion was put and disagreed to, when,
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

It was '
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Schools.

On motion of M r Olmstead,
M r Hebard was added to the standing committee on Schools. , 
Senate file, No. 32, An Act fixing the punishment for the crime 

of Murder, •
Being the order of the day,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House, 

for the consideration of the same; and
After some time spent therein, M r Speaker resumed the Chair; 

and Mr Whitmore reported
That the committee have had the said bill under consideration, 

and had directed him to report the same with an amendment.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,
The question being, Will the House concur in the said amend

ment,
And pending which,

And after debate, ,
On motion of M r Bonham,

It was
Ordered, That the further consideration of the said bill be post

poned until 2 o’clock, P. M., Thursday next,
And then,

On motion of M r Cochran,
The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.

Wednesday Morning, February 3d, 1847.

M r Sells presented the petition of sundry citizens of Muscatine 
county, praying for the repeal of the present usury law,

Which was read, and 
On his motion,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report a bill in accordance with the 
prayer of the petitioners.

M r M ’Pherrin presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van 
Buren county, asking the Legislative Assembly to receive no per 
diem for the time they adjourned during holidays;

Which was read, when,
M r Reynolds moved to lay the same on the table,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?

r .y eas 9
It was decided in the negative,  ̂Nays—25
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
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Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bonham, Clifton, Green, Leffingwell, 
Olmstead, Reynolds, and Whitmore,

Those who voted in the negative, are •
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, 

Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Leech, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M 'Pher- 
rin, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Sells, Updegraff, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent, M essrs King, Kinsman, Steele, and Williams.
M r O’Brien, absent on account of sickness.
So the motion was disagreed to.

• i A fter which,
On motion of M r Olmstead,

It was
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee composed of M r 

Olmstead and the Delegation from Van Buren county.
M r Willoughby presented the petition of Samuel C. Reed and 

others, praying for the passage of A n A ct to compensate persons 
who w ere engaged in the difficulties between Iowa Territory and 
the State of Missouri,

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Willoughby,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Claims. 
M r Hebard presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des 

Moines county praying for the location of a State road, therein nam
ed, and

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the Delegations from the counties of 
Des Moines and Louisa.

M r Goodrell presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jeffer
son and Washington counties praying for the location of a State road 
therein named; also a remonstrance of sundry citizens of said coun
ties, remonstrating against the location of said road, and 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the standing committee, on roads and 
highways. ,

M r Hardy presented a claim of J .  and J .  M . Shepherd, Editors 
of the Iowa Democrat, against the State of Iowa,

Which was read, and 
On motion of M r Hardy,

1 Ordered, To be referred to the committee on Claims.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M n S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 40, A n A ct prescribing the General duties of 
Governor,



228 JO U R N A L  O F T H E

; In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
And then he withdrew. ' .

M r Olmstead gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
! A  Bill to regulate Executions.
i. M r Leffingwell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce ;

A  Bill to provide for the registration of Births, Marriages, arid 
Deaths. .

M r Goodrell gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce,
A Bill authorizing the Commissioners of Washington county to 

lay a tax, for the completion of the public buildings commenced in 
said county. . • ... ••

'M r Cochran gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an act to incorporate the town of Keokuk, in Lee 

county; also ,,
A  Bill for an act authorizing S. E . H. Houghton to establish and 

keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at the town of Keokuk, 
in Lee county.

M r Morton gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill for an act dispensing with proof in certain cases.

On motion of M r Comstock,
Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means, who have 

had under consideration a general revenue law, be instructed, in 
view of the approaching adjournment sine die of the General A s
sembly, to report forthwith the said law to the House, or if the 
same is not matured, to report at the earliest practicable day.

On motion of M r Montague, ..
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk be directed to inforin this House 

what disposition has been made of the following bills:
A  Bill for an act for the organization of the county of D allas;
A  Bill for an act for the organization of Pottawotamie and other 

counties.
[See evening session.]
M r M ‘Pherrin, from the Committee on Claims, made the follow

ing report:
The Committee on Claims, to whom was deferred the bill of the 

Senate, (No. 48) A n Act to provide for the payment of the debt due 
the M iners’ Bank of Dubuque, have had the same under conside
ration, and from the investigation they have been able to make, find 
no reason existing to prevent the payment of whatever balance may 
be found to be due to said M iners’ Bank of Du Buque, in the man
ner provided in the Senate b ill; 1

And have instructed me to report the bill, arid recommend its 
passage.

M r Smyth of Linn, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, 
made the following report:

The Committee on Roads and Highways, to  whom was referred 
the bill of the Senate, (N o. 53 ,) entitled A n Act to locate a State 
road from Walling’s landing to Crawfordsville, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill) 
w ith the following amendment, to wit:
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In se rt after the word. “ C raw fordsville,”  in  the fourteenth line of 
the first section, “ thence on the nearest and best route to W ashing
ton.”  .

W hich repo rt w as read, and rem ains w ith  the orders of the day. 
M r M orton, from the Committee on B ribery  and Corruption, r e 

ported that the committee w as ready to report in  the case o f S. T . 
M arshall, at any time the H ouse was ready to receive said report. 

O n  motion of M r Sells,
O rdered, T hat the committee be instructed to report on to-mor

row .
M r Sells, from the Committee on E nrolled  Bills, reported  that 

they  have on this day presented to the G overnor, for h is  signature 
and approval,

A n  A ct to lay out and establish a State road from K noxville, in  
M arion county, to N ew ton, in  Jasp er county ;

A n  act to locate a State road from Canton, in Jackson county, to 
P ioneer G rove, in  Cedar coun ty ; .

A n  A ct to change the name of N ew ton city, to that of N ewton. 
A n  A ct to define.the boundaries of the counties of Clayton and 

F ay e tte ; ■■ ■.
' A n  A ct to provide for the location of the county seat in  the coun

ty  of Jo n e s ; and
A n  A ct to change the name of “  K noxville,”  to  tha t of “  Oceola.”  
M r Day, from the Committee on E nrolled  B ills, reported  that they 

have exam ined, ■ i

H . R . fde, N o. 21, A n  A ct to define the duties of P rosecuting 
A ttorneys and provide compensation for the ir services, and

H . R . file, No. 29, A n  A ct fixing the salaries of certain  officers 
there in  named, and providing for the ir payment, and

H . R . fde, No. 54, A n  A ct to lay out and establish a State road 
from Knoxville in M arion county, to  the tow n of N ew ton, in  Ja s 
per county;

H . R . fde, No. 58, A n  A ct to locate and establish a State road 
from W est Point in Lee county, to Bonaparte in V an B uren county, 
and find the same correctly enrolled..

T he Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Bonham from the committee on roads and highw ays to whom 

w as referred  the petition of citizens of Johnson, Iow a and Pow e
shiek  counties in  relation thereto reported,

H . R . file, No. 76, A n  A ct to lay out and establish a State road 
from Iow a City, to F o rt Desmoines in Polk  county,

W hich was read a first tim e. ■
M r Bailey in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H . R . file No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning rafts and w ater 

crafts, found adrift, and lost goods, and estray  animals,
O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn,

O rdered, T hat the reading of .the bill he dispensed w ith , and that 
the usual num ber of copies be prin ted  for the use of the H ouse. 

H . R . file, No. 75, A  Bill for an act to establish new  counties'and
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define their boundaries, in the late cession from the Winnebago In
dians, ~

Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to amend the same by striking out the word 

“ Weenosheek” in the first section, and inserting the word “Key,” 
in lieu thereof;

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was made by M r Morton to amend the same by striking 

out the word “ Weenosheek,” in the first section of the bill, and by 
inserting the word “ Taylor,” in lieu thereof.

A  division of the question was called for and ordered;
■ And the question being put, Shall the said word be stricken out? 

I t was decided in the affirmative,
And the bill amended accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Olmstead,
That the bill be indefinitely postponed;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
The question recurred, Shall the name of Taylor be inserted in 

lieu thereof? ;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative,
And the bill amended accordingly.
M r Cochran moved to further amend the bill, by striking out the 

word “Alamakee,” and by inserting the word “ Ringgold,” in lieu 
thereof;

Which motion was put and agreed to,
And the bill amended'accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Olmstead,

' To strike out all after the enacting clause;
. Which motion was put and disagreed to.

M r Montague moved to lay the bill on the table,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
A fter which,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
I t was
Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the delegations from 

Du Buque and Clayton counties.
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the report of 

the select committee to which was referred the bill of the House, 
(N o. 61,) A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled An A ct defin
ing the duties of County Surveyors;

The said report was read,
And the question was stated to be upon agreeing to the first pro

position of the committee, to wit:
That the bill be rejected;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill, (No. 61,) was rejected.

: The question then recurred, W ill the House substitute therefor 
the bill reported by the committee?
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And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in, .
A nd the said hill of the committee, to wit: the bill,
H . R . file, No. 74, A Bill for an act defining the duties of Coun

ty Surveyors,
Was substituted in lieu of the said bill, (N o. 61 ,)
And accordingly read a second time.
H . R. file, No. 72, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct defining 

crimes and punishments,
Was read a second time,: and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. t
H . R. file, No. 73, A  Bill for an act to provide for the assess

ment and collection of the township, county and state revenue,
Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee bn Township 

and County Organization.
Senate file, No. 19, A n A ct concerning Justices of the Peace, 
Was read a second timej and 

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, To be committed to the committee of the whole House, 

for Saturday next.
Senate file, No. 33, A n A ct to confer the authority of changing 

names of persons, towns and villages, upon the District Court,
Was read a second time, and . . .
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 55, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Keokuk, via Oscaloosa, to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county, 
Was read a second time, when
M r Comstock moved to amend the same by inserting “Brim’s 

Point,” after “Dahlonega,”
W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Smyth of Mahaska moved to further amend the same by in

serting “A uburn,” after “ Brim’s Point,”
W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Hardy moved to further amend the same by inserting “Uti

ca,” after “ Charleston,”
W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Lyons moved to further amend the same by inserting “ Fair

field,” after “ Utica.”
Which motion was put and agreed to.
The said amendments were then engrossed accordingly.
After which,

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That the bill be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution relative to the removal of the 

Winnebago Indians,
Was read a second time, and 
Indefinitely postponed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
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Senate file, No. 38, Memorial to Congress for a grant of land 
upon which to locate the seat of government for the State of Iowa, 

Was read a second time, and
Senate file, No. 58, A  Bill to amend an act entitled an act, to lo

cate a territorial road therein named; approved January 17th, 
1846,

Was read a second time, and, : :
Ordered to be read a third time to-morrow.

*' On motion of M r Cochran,'
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk transmit to the Senate all peti

tions in possession of the House and w hich'm ay be presented to 
the House, relative to the repeal of the present License Law.
‘ And then

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

The Chief Clerk submitted the following rep o rt;
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H a e i,, ) 

February 3d, 1847. j 
In compliance with an “ Order” made by the House, during the 

morning session, directing the Chief Clerk to report to the House 
what disposition had been made of the Bill of the Senate (N o. 16, )  
entitled, A n A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie and • other 
counties. Also, of the other Bill of the Senate (No. 15,) entitled 
A n Act for the organization of the county of Dallas, I  respectfully 
ask leave to report, That the said Bills have been referred to, and 
are now in the hands of appropriate committees —  (No. 16) to the 
standing committee on Township and County organization; and (N o . 
15) to the standing committee on new counties.

"Very respectfully, .
SILAS. A . HUDSON;

Chief Clerk, H . R.
. M r Morton, from the committee on Township and County or

ganization to which was referred the Bill of the Senate (N o. 16) 
An A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie and other counties, re 
ported the same without amendment. . . . . . .

M r Comstock, from the Standing Committee on new- counties, . 
Submitted the following report:
The committee on new counties to whom was referred the Bill , 

of the Senate, (No. 15) entitled “A n A ct for the organization of 
the county of Dallas,” have had the same under consideration, and, 
after examination, have instructed me to report the Bill w ith the 
following amendments, to wit:

Strike out in the fifth section the name of “H . H . Lew is,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the name of “Eli Smithson.”

Strike out in the second line of the eleventh section, the words 
“ Wm Canfield of Mahaska,”  and insert in lieu thereof the words, 
“ Wm H.' Meachem of Polk.”
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H . R. file, No. 49, A  Bill for an act to authorize general incorpo
rations,

Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 69, An A ct to locate and establish a State Road 

from Oscaloosa in Mahaska county, to Knoxville in Marion county, 
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bills.
Senate file, No. 60, An A ct to establish a State Road therein 

named, .
Was read a first time.

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 

reported by the committee on Roads and Highways this morning, 
to  the hill of the Senate, (N o. 53 ,) entitled A n A ct to establish a 
State road therein named.

The said amendments were read;
A nd the question being put, W ill the House concur therein?
It was decided in the affirmative,
And the said amendments engrossed accordingly;
A fter which, and

On motion of M r Goodrell,
I t was
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
H . R . file, No. 17, Joint Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins 

for a set of seals for Benton county, and the report of the committee 
on claims in relation to the same,

Was taken from the table and read,
And the question was stated to be upon concurring in the said 

report;
A nd the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
So the said report was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Smyth of Linn, to amend the 

bill by striking out the word “ twenty-five,”  in the fifth line, and 
by inserting the word “twenty” in lieu thereof.

W hich motion was put and agreed to,
And the bill amended accordingly.
After which,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended and the Joint Resolution read a 

third time and passed. .
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Senate file, No. 40, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of the 
Governor,

Was taken from the table and read a first time.
30
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A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 61, A n A ct authorizing County Commissioners 
to lay off their counties into County Commissioners Districts,

In. which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith return
H . R . file, No. 34, A n A ct to incorporate the town of Fairfield. 
The same having passed the Senate with an amendment;

And then he withdrew.

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That Senate file, No. 28, An A ct in relation to Collec

tors,’ Sheriffs’ and Coroners’ deeds, be taken from the table, and 
referred to the committee on elections.

On motion of M r Matson,
The House proceeded to resume the consideration of the amend

ment of the committee of the Whole House, to the bill of the Sen
ate, (No. 32 ,) entitled an act fixing punishment for the crime of 
murder.

W hich amendment was pending when the House adjourned on 
yesterday. '

The said amendment was read; and
The question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto?
And pending which, -
And after some time spent in debate;
A  motion was made by M r M 'M anus, that the bill be indefinite

ly postponed;
And the question being stated, Shall the bill be indefinitely post

poned?
And pending which,
A  call of the House was ordered and had, and 
M essrs Kinsman, Comstock, Lyons and M 'Pherrin  found absent, 

and M essrs Kinsman and Lyons excused, when 
On motion of M r Olmstead,

The further proceedings under the call, were dispensed with. 
The question recurred up'on the motion of M r M 'M anus,
And the question being stated,
And pending which,

On motion of M r Blair,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 9 o’clock, A . M . to-mor

row.
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Thursday Morning, February 4th, 1847.

M r Bonham presented a printed petition, signed by sundry citi
zens of the State, praying the repeal of the present law relative to 
blacks and mulattos,

W hich was read, when 
A  motion was made by M r Leffingwell,
That a select committee of three be raised, to be denominated the 

committee on “amalgamation” and that the said petition be referred 
to them.

And the question being stated, and put,
• • (  yC 3 .S  \  /

I t  was decided in the negative.  ̂Nays 30
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Day, Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, and Olmstead.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonhar*, Coch

ran, Clifton, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, King, Leech, Lyons, 
Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith 
o f  Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Sells, Steele, UpdegrdF, Williams, 
Willoughby, W right, and Speaker Browne.

Absent M essrs Comstock, Kinsman, and W hitaore.
Absent and sick, .
M essrs Holland, and O’Brien.
So the motion of M r Leffingwell was disagreed to,

A fter which,
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the petition be referred to the Select Committee 
to which similar petitions were referred.

M r Steele presented the petition of D. M ‘Conn and others, pray
ing for the passage of an act to compensate them for their services, 
in the difficulties between Iowa and Missouri, in relation to the 
southern boundary of Iowa.

On motion of M r Steele, . ■ ,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the Standing Committee-on Claims.
M r M ‘Manus, gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce, 
A  Bill to regulate the vending of “nostrums, or Patent medi

cines.”
M r Cochran from the Select Committee appointed to address a 

letter of condolence to the widow and family of the Hon. Reuben S. 
Conlee, deceased, reported, that they have performed that duty,'and 
asked to be discharged from further consideration thereof.

W hich report was read and concurred in, and the committee dis
charged accordingly.

M r Leffingwell from the Committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following “ report:” ,
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The Committee on “ Internal Improvements” have had under 
consideration the Bill of the House (No. 27) A  Bill to provide for 
the navigation of “ Skunk River,”  and have instructed me to report 
the same w ith the following amendment:

Insert in the second section, after the twelfth line, the words, 
“and any person appointed by the County Commissioners, to locate the 
said slope, who shall refuse to serve, shall forfeit and pay to, and 
for the use of the county, the sum of one hundred dollars, to be re 
covered in an action of debt, before any Justice of the Peace in said 
county.”

M r Leffingwell from the select committee to which was referred 
the Bill of the House (No. 68,) A  Bill for an act to continue the 
Territorial road from De W itt, to Lyons across an out lot in the 
town of Lyons,

Reported the same without amendment, and recommended its pas
sage.

The said report remains with the orders of the day for to-mor
row.

M r Cochran from the committee on bribery and corruption, made 
the following “ Report:”

The Se'i°ct Committee appointed under a Resolution of the House 
of Represeitatives, on the ninth day of December, 1846, with in
structions to inquire and report in regard to an alleged contempt of 
said House by "S. T . Marshall and others in offering bribes, &c. have 
performed the duty assigned them, and herewith submit the result 
of their investigations, a journal of their proceedings, in which is 
embodied the testimony of Nelson King, Johnson C. Chapman, Jo- 
siah Clifton, John F . Sanford, Thomas C. Young, William H. W al
lace, Stuart Goodrell, and Robert Shelleday, the same being all the 
testimony to which they could conveniently gain access, they took 
measures to procure the testimony of several other witnesses, by 
procuring subpoenas to be served upon them, but who, when called 
w ere not in attendance, and could not be conveniently had to testify 
before your committee; yocr committee did not deem it necessary 
that said witnesses should be sent for, as they are satisfied that no
thing could be elicited from them further than is testified to by the 
witnesses examined. Having collected all the testimony deemed 

'material, and having submitted it to the House, your committee ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the matter. 

Which report and testimony was partially read, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 
House.

. M r Goodrell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 78, A  Bill for an act to provide for finishing the 
public buildings in Washington county.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 79, A  Bill for an act to authorize L. E . H . Hough-
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ton, to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river at 
Keokuk.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Morton, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

' leave, and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 80, A Bill for an act dispensing with proof in 

certain cases. *
The said bill was read the first time.

On motion M r Hebard,
M r Baker was added to the Standing Committee on Claims ; also, 

to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
On motion of M r Comstock,

Senate file, No. 59, Joint Resolution relative to the adjournment 
of the present session of the General Assembly,

Was taken from the table, and read a third time.
And the question being stated, Shall the bill pass ?
And pending which,
M r Cochran moved to refer the same to the Standing Committee 

on the Judiciary.
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred, Shall it pass?
And being put,

c Yeas——24
It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays 11*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Green,' Hardy, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M 'Pherrin, Montague, Mor
ton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth 
of Linn, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M £Manus and Speaker Browne.
Absent, M r Kinsman.
Absent and sick,
Messrs O’Brien and Steele.
So the said Joint Resolution was passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H. R. file, No. 76, A Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 

State road from Iowa city to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county,
Was read a second time, when 

• M r Sells moved to amend the same, by striking out the name of 
“ Archibald Gilliland,” and inserting the name of “ James Douglass” 
in lieu thereof.

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Bonham moved to refer the bill to the select committee, to 

which the petitions in relation to the same were referred,
Which motion was put and disagreed to, when 

On motion of Mr Sells, it was 
Ordered, To be engrossed, for a third reading to-morrow.
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H . R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Keo
kuk to Fairfield.

Was read a second time, when
M r Lyons moved to amend the same, by adding after the word 

“ Keokuk,” the words “ W est Point, Salem and Glassgow.” 
Which motion was put and agreed to.
After which, •

On motion of M r Lyons,
I t was,
Ordered, To be engrossed, for a third reading to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 60, A  Bill to establish a State road therein 

named;
Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To he read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 16, A  Bill for an act to provide for the organiza

tion of Pottawotamie and other counties ;
Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to amend the same, by striking out the word 

“ Pottawotamie,” wherever it occurs, and by inserting the word 
“ Key,” in lieu thereof.

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
After which,

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the bill be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 40, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of the 

Governor;
Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 33, A n A ct to confer the authority of changing 

the name of persons, towns and villages, upon the District Court, 
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 55, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 

from Keokuk, via Oscaloosa, to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county. 
Was read a third time and passed.
Ordered, That’ the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herewith return to the house in which they originated,
A n A ct to define the duties of Prosecuting Attorneys and to pro

vide compensation for their services.
An A ct fixing the salaries of certain ofiicers, and providing for 

their payment.
A n A ct to locate a road therein named, and ■
A n A ct to locate and establish a State Road from W est Point, in 

Lee county, to Bonaparte, in Van Buren county,
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate, 
And then he withdrew.
Senate file, No. 38, Memorial to Congress for a grant of land upon 

which to locate the seat of Government for the State of Iowa,
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Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 58, A n A ct to amend an act entitled A n A ct to 

locate a territorial road therein named; approved Jan. ^17th, 1846,
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
Senate file, No. 53, A n A ct to locate a State Roadfrom Walling’s 

landing to Crawfordsville,
Was read a third time and passed, when 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the title of the same he amended, by striking out 

“ Crawfordsville,” and inserting “ Washington.”
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
Senate file, No. 48, An A ct to provide for .the payment of the 

debt due the “ M iners’ Bank of Dubuque.
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
Senate file, No 61, A n A ct to authorize the County Commis

sioners to lay off their counties into county commissioners districts.
Was read a first time.
The House then resumed the consideration of the hill of the 

Senate (N o. 32,) entitled A n A ct fixing the punishment for the 
crime of murder.

And the question was stated to he upon the indefinite postpone
ment of the bill.

And pending which,
And after debate, . .

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M.

The Speaker announced as first in order, the Bill of the Senate, 
(N o. 32,) entitled A n A ct fixing the punishment for the crime of 
murder;

And the question was stated to be upon the motion of M r M £M a- 
nus ; viz. to indefinitely postpone the bill;

And after sometime spent in further debate,
The question was put, viz. shall the said bill be indefinitely post-

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Green, 

Leech, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Whitmore, Willoughby, 
W right, and M r Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are

2 o’clock, P. M.

poned?

It was decided in the affirmative, Yeas— 21, 
Nays— 12,
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M essrs Bowie, Bonham, D ay, Goodrell, H ardy, Holland, L ef- 
fingwell, Lyons, M atson, M orton, Smyth of L inn  and W illiams. 

A bsent, M essrs Comstock, H ebard, K ing and Updegraff.
A nd absent, M essrs K insm an and O ’B rien, on account of sick

ness.
So the bill was indefinitely postponed.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate thereof.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse o f R epresentatives that the 
Senate have passed a Resolution in  the following w ords:

Resolved, T hat there  be a committee of tw o appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to act w ith  a like committee on the part of the 
H ouse, to enquire into the expediency of drafting a  Probate L aw , 
at as early  a  day as is practicable ;

A nd have appointed M essrs Springer and B issell said committee. 
A lso, Senate file, No. 57, A n  A ct for laying out and establishing 

certain State Roads therein  named.
Senate file, No. 64, Pream ble and Jo in t Resolution o f  the G ene

ral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, asking a donation o f  land for a 
m ilitary road, from the M isssissippi to the M issouri riv e r, and 

Senate file, No. 65, A n  A ct to locate and establish a State Road 
■from Iow a City to the w est line of Dallas county,

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
I  herew ith  re tu rn
H . R . file, No 43, A n  A ct creating a Board of Public W orks, 

and providing for the im provem ent of the Desmoines river,
T he same having passed the Senate w ith  amendments,
In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
A nd then  he w ithdrew .

O n motion of M r Comstock,
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Senate to the bill of the H ouse (N o . 4 3 ,) A  B ill for an act c re
ating a Board of Public W orks, and providing for the im provem ent 
of the Desmoines riv e r.

T he said amendments w ere read
A nd the question w as stated to  be  upon concurring in  the first 

amendment;
A nd  pending w hich,
A  call of the H ouse was ordered;
A nd the roll being called over tw ice, M essrs K insm an and O 'B ri

en w ere  found absent, and M r O ’B rien excused.
A nd after some time M r Kinsm an appearing, the fu rther call of 

the H ouse was dispensed w ith.
T he question recurred ,
A nd the question being pu t, W ill the H ouse agree to th e  said 

amendment, to w it:
S trike out the w ords “  elected by Jo in t Convention,” and in sert 

in  lieu thereof, the w ords “ Jo in t R esolution,”
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c Yeas 17
It was decided in the negative, |  Nays 21*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are •
Messrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn, Whitmore, Willoughby and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, 
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, UpdegrafF, WiD 
liams and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick, Mr O’Brien.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
The remaining amendments of the Senate to the said section, were 

then considered and disagreed to;
Also,

The amendments to the fifth and thirty-fifth sections,
And the amendments to the eleventh and seventeenth sections, 

were severally concurred in;
And upon the question, Will the House concur in the amend

ment of the Senate to section thirty-two?
The yeas and nays were desired by two members,

And are as follows, j Nays—30
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bonham, Hardy, Leffingwell, Sells, Smyth of Linn, 

Whitmore and Williams. .
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, 

Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Leech, 
Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Olm
stead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, 
Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick, Messrs Kinsman and O’Brien.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate of the pro

ceedings held herein.
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

The report of the committee appointed to investigate the charge 
of attempted bribery, was taken from the table and read.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report;
And the question being put, Will the House concur therein?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in, and the committee dis

charged.
The reading of the evidence was then proceeded with,
And after some time spent therein,

On motion of Mr Morton, ■ ,
Ordered, That the further reading of the evidence be dispensed 

31
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with, and that it be laid on the Clerk’s table, subject to the exami
nation of any member of this House until Thursday next, and that 
it be made the order of the day for that day. .

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That S. T . Marshall be allowed to appear at the Bar of 

this House, and be heard in person or by counsel.
A  motion was then made by M r Rathbun, to reconsider the vote 

had during the morning session, passing the Joint Resolution of the 
Senate, (N o. 59,) relative to the adjournment of the General A s- 
sembly;

And the question was stated, Shall the said vote be reconsidered? 
And pending which, and 

On motion of M r Montague,
Ordered, That the House do now adjourn until 9 o’clock, A . M ., 

to-morrow.

Friday Morning, February 5th, 1847.

The Speaker announced as first in order the motion of M r Rath
bun to reconsider the vote had during the morning session of yes
terday, passing the Joint Resolution of the Senate, (N o. 59,) rela
tive to the adjournment of the present General Assembly, and which 
was pending when the House adjourned yesterday evening.

And the question was stated, Will the House agree thereto?
And pending which,
M r Hebard moved to lay the motion of M r Rathbun, to recon

sider the said vote on the table.
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred, Shall the said vote be reconsidered?
'And being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, j Nays__45
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, Green, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Olmstead, 
Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Williams and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Hardy, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore, Willoughby and W right.
. Absent M essrs Kinsman and Matson.

Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the motion to reconsider prevailed;
And the said vote stands reconsidered.
And the question recurred, Shall it pass?
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And pending which, and 
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, That the said Joint Resolution be laid on the table, sub
ject to the order of the House.

M r Hebard presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des 
Moines county, praying for the amendment of the present Poor 
Laws,

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Cochran,

Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of three.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Cochran, Hebard and Morton 

said committee.
M r Steele gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to authorize H . H. Richie, Thomas Botts and Andrew 

Jones to convey certain property therein named.
M r Hardy gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill providing for general elections of State and County officers. 
M r Olmstead submittted the following report:
The committee to whom was referred the bill of the House, (No. 

75,) A  Bill for an act to establish new counties in the late W inne
bago purchase, have had the same under consideration, and have di
rected me. to report the same with the following amendments:

Strike out in the first section the word “Taylor” and insert the 
word “Briggs” in lieu thereof, strike out the word “ Ringgold” in 
the second section and insert “ Winnebago.”

Which report was read, and remains with the orders of the day 
for to-morrow.

M r Cochran from the committee on engrossed bills, reported that 
they have examined

H. R. file, No. 72, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct defining 
crimes and punishments;

H. R. file, No. 76, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from Iowa City to Fort Desmoines in Polk county;
• H . R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a mail route from ICeo- 

kuk to Fairfield;
And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 

have on this day presented to the Governor for his approval,
A n Act fixing the salaries of certain officers therein named, and 

providing for their payment.
An A ct to locate and establish a State road from W est Point in 

Lee county, to Bonaparte in Van Buren county.
A n act to locate a State road therein named.
An A ct to define the duties of Prosecuting Attorneys, and pro

vide compensation for their services.
M r Bonham from the committee on Agriculture submitted the 

following report:
The committee on Agriculture to whom was referred the bill of 

the House, (No. 55 ,) A  Bill for an act to provide for the improve
ment of Stock,
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Have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the same; and recommend its indefinite postponement;

Which was read, and remains with the orders of the day for to
morrow.

M r Smyth of Linn, from the committee on Roads and Highways, 
submitted the following report:

The committee on Roads and Highways, to whom was referred 
the bill of the House, (No. 71,) A  Bill for an act to lay out and es
tablish a State road in Washington and Jefferson counties,

Have carefully examined the same, and have instructed me to ■ 
report the same with the following amendments, viz:

Strike out in section first, line fourth, the name of “Moses H aw k
ins,” and insert that of “Thompson Dray;”

Also, add the following additional section:
Section 4. This A ct shall take effect, and be in force, from and 

after its passage. .
The committee have' also examined the bill of the Senate, (No. 

54 ,) entitled An A ct to locate a State road from Walling’s Land
ing, 'to Columbus City,

And have directed me to report the same without amendment; 
'Which reports were read, and remain with the orders of the day, 

for to-morrow.
M r Hebard, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H. R. file, No. 81, A  Bill for an act to locate a road therein de

scribed.
The said bill was read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Hebard,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same was read a second 

and third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered that the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Sen

ate in the said bill.
.Mr M ‘Manus, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file, No. 82, A  Bill for an act to prohibit the vending of 

nostrums, or patent medicines;
The said bill was read the first time.
M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file, No. 83, A  Bill for an act to vacate the Public Square 

in the town of W est Point, in Lee county;
The said bill was read the first time.
M r Leffingwell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H. R. file, No. 84, A  Bill for an act to provide for the registra

tion of Births, Marriages and Deaths;
The said bill was read the first time.
H . R. file, No. 68, An Act to continue the Territorial road from 

De Witt, to Lyons, across an out-lot in the town of Lyons,
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Being reported on yesterday, by the select committee to which 
the same was referred, with a recommendation that it do pass,

Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re

ported yesterday, by the standing committee on Internal Improve
ments, to the bill of the House, (N o. 27 ,) A  Bill for an act to pro
vide for the navigation of Skunk river;

The said report and amendments w ere r ead, . . .
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in,
And the amendments incorporated in the bill accordingly;
A fter which,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor

row.
H . R . file, No. 78, A  Bill to provide for finishing the Public 

buildings in Washington county,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R . file, No. 79, A  Bill for an act to authorize L. E . H . Hough

ton, to establish and keep a F erry  across the Mississippi at Keo
kuk;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Rathbun,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Incorpora
tions.

H. R . file, No. SO, A  Bill for an act dispensing with proof in cer
tain cases;

Was read a second lime, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

Ordered, To be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Senate file, No. 61, A n A ct authorizing the County Commission

ers to lay off their counties into County Commissioners districts; 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on County and 

Township Organization.
H . R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Keo

kuk to Fairfield; . .
Was read a third time and passed. •
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
H. R. file, No. 72, A  Bill for an act to amend A n A ct defining 

crimes and punishments;
Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

H . R. file, No. 76, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from Iowa City, to F ort Desmoines;
. .Was read a third time, and 

On motion of M r Bonham,
Ordered, To be committed to the select committee to which sim

ilar petitions were referred.
Senate file, No. 15, A n A ct for the organization of the County 

of Dallas,
Senate file, No. 16, A n A ct for the organization of Key and oth

er counties,
Senate file, No. 40, A n Act prescribing the general duties of the 

Governor,
Senate file, No. 30, An Act to establish a State road therein nam

ed,
W ere severally read the third time, passed, and their titles 

agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
Senate file, No. 31, A n Act regulating the election of District 

Judges;
Senate file, No. 57, A n A ct for laying out and establishing cer

tain State roads herein named;
Senate file, No. 64, Joint Resolution asking for a donation of 

land for a military road from the Mississippi to the Missouri Riv
er; and

Senate file, No. 65, A  Bill to locate and establish a State Road, 
from Iowa City, to the w est line of Dallas county;

W ere severally read a first time,
A n then,

On motion of M r Blair,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. M,

Senate file, No. 20, An Act prescribing the general duties of A u
ditor of State,

Being the order of the day,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House 

for the consideration of the same, and
After some time spent therein the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r M ‘Pherrin reported that the committee 
had according to order had the said Bill under consideration and had 
directed him to report the same without amendment;

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said Bill;
The question being, Shall the said Bill be ordered to a third read

ing?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative;
And so it was
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Ordered, That the said Bill be read a third time to-morrow.
M r Hebard (by leave) presented the following communication, 

from William F . Coolbaugh, State Agent,

To the Chairman of the Committee of ■
Ways and Means of the House of Representatives of Iowa, 

Sir, In  the exercise of the authority conferred on me, by the act 
of the Legislative Assembly, entitled A n Act to provide for a loan, 
&c.

I have obtained information from reliable sources, which is in my 
opinion, sufficiently conclusive to warrant me in saying, that it will 
be impracticable to effect the negotiation of the loan provided in said 
act upon the conditions in the same; I  would therefore, respectfully 
recommend to your committee the propriety of making such altera
tions in the provisions of said Bill, as would in my opinion remove 
the objections, which at present exist, and enable the loan contem
plated in said act, to be successfully negociated. For this purpose, I  
would suggest, that the agent appointed by said act, be invested with 
authority to borrow the amount contemplated, on the credit of the 
State, for a period of time not less than ten years, and at a rate of 
interest not exceeding ten  per centum per annum to be paid semi-an
nually at such place and time as may be agreed on.

Should the Legislature incorporate these provisions in the act al
luded to, I  am satisfied that there would be no reason to doubt that 
the loan could be speedily and successfully negociated. ,

Very Respectfully,
W M . F . C O O LB A U G H .-

Iowa City, Feb. 5th, 1847.

The said communication was read. ,
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the same. •
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead,
To refer to the standing committee on Ways and Means with in

structions to report by bill or otherwise. ,
And the question being stated, Shall it be so referred ?
And pending which,
And after debate,
A  motion was made by M r Clifton, . ;
That said communication do lie on the tab le;
And the question being put, Shall it be laid on the table ?
It was decided in the negative.
So the House refused to order the said communication to be laid 

on the table. ,
The question recurred, Shall it be referredffo the Standing Com

mittee on Ways and Means ?
And after debate,
The question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, j  Nays ^4
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
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M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Goodrell, Green, 
Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Ly
ons, M ’Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, 
Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, Wliitmore, 
Williams, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.
, Those who voted in the negative, are 

M essrs Clifton, Cochran, Day and M ‘Manus.
. Absent, M essrs Baker, Comstock, Matson and Steele.

Absent and sick ; M r O’Brien.
And so it was
Ordered, That the said communication be referred to the Stand

ing Committee on Ways and Means.
On motion of M r Morton,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the resolution of the 
Senate relative to the drafting of a Probate Law.

The said resolution was read and is as follows :
Resolved, That there be a Committee of two appointed on the 

- part of the Senate, to act with a like committee on the part of the 
House, to enquire into the expediency of drafting a Probate Law , 
at as early a day as practicable.

And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution of the Senate was concurred in.
After which,

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That a similar committee with that of the Senate be ap

pointed on the part of the House,
And thereupon
The Speaker appointed M essrs Morton and Cochran said com

mittee on the part of the House.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate of the pro

ceedings held herein.
M r King, (by  leave,) moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia, to which was re 

ferred the Preamble and Joint resolutions of the Senate (No. 6 ,) 
relative to the Mexican war, be and they are required and instruct
ed to report the same to this House to-morrow.

The said resolution was read,
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto ?
And pending which,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead,
That the resolution be so amended as to require the committee to 

report as soon as practicable.
■ A nd the question being put, shall the resolution be so amended ? 

I t was decided in the affirmative, '
And the resolution amended accordingly. .
The question recurred, Will the House agree thereto ?
And the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution stands passed in the following words, to 

w it:
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia, to which was re
ferred the preamble and joint resolutions of the Senate (N o. 6 ) 
relative to the M exican war, be, and they are required to report the 
same to this House as soon as practicable. r
■ A  motion was then made by M r Leffingwell,

To reconsider the vote had yesterday, disagreeing to the amend
ment of the Senate to the fifth section of the hill of the House (No. 
43) A  Bill for. an act creating a Board of Public W orks, and pro
viding for the.improvement of the Desmoines river.

The effect of said vote being to revive the amendment of the 
Senate to the said section, which was to increase the salaries of the 
said board, so as to allow to the President of the Board one thou
sand dollars, the treasurer eight hundred dollars, and the secretary 
seven hundred dollars, each, per annum, for their services.

And the question being put, Shall the said vote, disagreeing to the 
said amendment of the Senate, to the said section of the said bill, he 
reconsidered?

I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said disagreeing vote was reconsidered.
The question then recurred, W ill the House agree to the said 

amendment of the Senate, to the said fifth section of the said bill?
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendment was concurred in, and the bill stands 

amended accordingly.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate of the action 

of the House upon the said amendment.
After which, '. ,

On motion of M r Anderson,
Ordered, That the House stand adjourned until to-morrow 9 

o’clock, A . M .

Saturday Morning, February 6th, 1847.

M r Olmstead presented the petition of sundry citizens of Dela
ware county, praying for the passage of a law to legalize a certain 
survey therein described;
. W hich was read, and

On motion of M r Olmstead, .
Ordered, To be,referred to the select committee to which similar 

petitions w ere referred. , .
M r Montague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend an act regulating blacks and mulattos.
M r Coehran from the committee on engrossed bills reported, that 

they have examined.
f i .  R . file, No. 68, A  Bilk for an act to continue a Territorial 

road from De W itt to Lyons, across an out lot in the town of Ly
ons, and

32



250 JO U R N A L  O F T H E

H . R. file, No. 78, A  Bill for an act to provide for finishing the 
public buildings in Washington county;

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Bowie from the Judiciary committee to which was referred 

the bill of the House, (No. 80 ,) A  Bill for an act dispensing with 
proof in certain cases, reported that said committee had had the said 
bill under consideration, and after careful examination had instruct
ed him to report the bill with the following amendment, to wit: 

Insert after the words “hand writing” in the last line of the first 
section the words “and that he keep correct accounts.”

The said report remains with the orders of the day.
M r Hebard from the committee on W ays and Means to which 

was referred on yesterday the communication of the State’s Agent, 
William F . Coolbaugh, relative to the negotiating a State loan, agree
ably to instructions, reported

H. R. file, No. 85, A  Bill for an act to provide for a loan for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses, and paying the creditors of the 
State.

The said bill was read the first time, and 
On motion of M r Bowie,

Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the said bill 
be read a second time now.

The bill was accordingly read a second time,
And after debate, and

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the first blank in the bill designating the State 

Agent, be filled with the name of Wm F . Coolbaugh.
The said blank was filled accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Cochran to so amend the bill as 

that “eight per cent,” should be the highest rate of interest the 
bonds should bear when negotiated;

And after debate,
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
A  motion was then made by M r Smyth of Linn, that the House 

resolve itself into a committee of the whole House for the consider
ation of the said bill.

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
So the House refused to resolve itself into a committee of the 

whole House, when
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, That the blank in the first section providing for the 
amount of the loan to be effected, be filled with the sum of “ fifty- 
five thousand dollars.”

The said blank was so filled accordingly, and 
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, That the second blank, to wit: the blank contained in 
the sixth section, fixing the amount of security required of the 
Agent to enter into bond with, be filled with the sum of “ sixty 
thousand dollars,”
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T he blank was so filled accordingly,
A fter which,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the bill be 

read a third time now.
The bill was accordingly read the third time;
And the question was stated, Shall it pass?
And pending which,
And after debate,
A  motion was made by M r Day, that the said bill do lie on the 

table until Monday next, and that it be the order of the day for that 
day in committee of the whole House.

And the question being put,
It was decided in the negative.
The question recurred, Shall the bill pass?
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative,

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, BowieT Bonham, Good

rell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Lef- 
fingwell, Lyons, Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, 
Willoughby and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Clifton, Cochran, Day, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Steele and 

W right.
Absent, M essrs Comstock and Matson.
Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien and Sells.
So the bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
M r Bonham, from the select committee, to which was referred 

the bill of the House, (N o, 76 ,) A  Bill for an act to lay out and es
tablish a State road from Iowa City to Fort Desmoines,

Reported that the committee had according to order, had the same 
under consideration, and had instructed him to report the bill with 
the following amendments, to wit:

Substitute the name of “Archibald Gilliland,” for that of “ James 
Douglass;”

Also, the name of “C. H. Hamlin,” for “ Nathan Williams.”
Strike from the first section, the words
“ And thence west, to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county;”
And from the second section, all after the word “ Jasper,” in the 

tenth line.
The said report and bill remain with the orders of the day.
M r Sells from the committee on Incorporations, to which was re

ferred the bill of the House, (N o. 79,) A  Bill for an act to author
ize L . E . H. Houghton to keep a Ferry-across the Mississippi riv
er at the town of Keokuk, in Lee county,

Y eas— 28, 
Nays— 7.
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Reported the sajne without anlendment.
The said bill remains with the orders of the day.
M r Whitmore, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file, No. 86, A  Bill for an act to authorize evidence by 

the oath of parties;
The said bill was read the first time.
M r Montague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H . R. file, No. 87, A  Bill for an act to amend'an act, entitled An 

Act amendatory of an act regulating grocery license;
The said bill was read the first time, when, ,
A  motion was made by M r Day, that the usual number of copies 

thereof be printed for the use of the House;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
So the House refused to order the said bill to be printed.)
M r Reynolds presented the claim of Henry E . Lamereaux; 
Which was read, and

C)n motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on. Claims. 
M r Hebard presented the claim of James G. Edwards;
Which was read, and

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M s S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed, with sundry amendments, ; ,

H . R. file, No 29, A n A ct providing that the legal voters in each 
township, determine whether the County Commissioners shall grant 
license in their respective townships, or not;

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith present for your signature, . . ■
Senate file, No. 40, An A ct prescribing the general duties of the 

Governor.
The same having passed both Houses and been reported: as cor

rectly enrolled; ,
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
Senate file, No. 57, A n A ct for laying out and establishing certain 

Territorial roads therein named;
Was read a second time, and 

. On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, To be laid on the table till Monday next.
M r Leffingwell, (by leave,) moved the following resolution: ; 
Which Was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the committee on Roads and Highways, be in

structed to draft a bill providing by a general law, for locating State
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and County roads; and report the same at as early a day as practica
ble. .

Senate file, No. 31, A n A ct regulating the election of District 
Judges; _ , . ' ' ,

Was read a second time, and . - : . ■
Ordered, To a third reading for Monday next.
Senate file, No. 65, A n A ct to locate and establish a State Road 

from Iowa City to the west line of Dallas county,
Was read a second time, when
M r Smith of Mahaska moved to amend the Bill, by adding to the 

second section the following proviso:
Provided, That no part of the expenses of said road he paid by 

the county of Mahaska,
The said amendment was read;
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the negative,
So the proviso of M r Smith was disagreed to,
And then

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the bill be read a third time on Monday next. 
Senate file, No. 54, A n A ct to locate a state road from Walling’s 

landing to Columbus city,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To be read a third time on Monday next.
Senate file, No. 64, Preamble and Joint Resolution of the Gene

ral Assembly of the State of Iowa, asking a donation of land for a 
military road, from the Mississippi to the Missouri river,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, To a third reading for Monday next.
H. R. file, No. 71, A  Bill for an act to establish and lay out a- 

State road in Washington and Jefferson counties,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Goodrell, ■
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading for Monday.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re

ported on yesterday, by the select committee, to which the same was 
referred the Bill of the House, (No. 75,) A Bill .for an act to es

tab lish  new counties and define their boundaries:
The said amendments were read,
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto?'. 
M r Cochran moved a division of the'question,
Which was had, \
And the question being upon agreeing to the first amendment pro

posed, to wit:
Strike o u t‘Taylor’ and in s e r t‘Briggs,’
And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein? 
And pending which, '
And after debate,
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A  call o f the H ouse was ordered and had,
A nd  upon the roll being called,
M essrs B lair, H ebard, M atson and O ’B rien  w ere  found absent, 
A nd M essrs B lair, M atson and O ’B rien excused,
A nd M r H ebard  appearing in  his seat th e  fd rther call w as dis

pensed with,
T he  question recu rred ,
A nd being put,

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Day, G reen, H ardy , K insm an M ‘P herrin , M on

tague, Olmstead, Smyth of L inn and W hitm ore.
Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, 

G oodrell, H ebard, Holland, K ing, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 
M ‘M anus, M orton, R athbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of M ahaska, 
Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W illoughby, W right and Speaker 
B row ne.

P resen t and excused, M essrs Clifton and G reen.
So the said amendment was disagreed to, the H ouse refusing to 

strik e  out “  T ay lo r” and insert “ B riggs.”
T he question was then  stated to be upon 
C oncurring in the second amendment, to w i t :
S trike out “ R inggold”  and insert “ W innebago.”
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the H ouse refused to strike out “  Ringgold ” and insert “ W in 

nebago.”
A  motion was then made by M r M orton,
T hat the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the bill be read a th ird  

tim e now.
A nd the question being put, Shall the ru le be suspended ?

r Y eas 29
I t  w as decided in the affirmative, |  N ays 9 ’

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

H ardy, H ebard, Holland, K ing, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M ‘M a- • 
nus, M ’P herrin , M ontague, M orton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, 
Smith of M ahaska, Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W illoughby, 
W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs  Bailey, Bonhaih, Clifton, Day, K insm an, Olmstead, Smyth 

of L inn and W hitm ore.
A bsent, and reported s ick ; M essrs B lair, O ’B rien  and M atson. 
So the 42d ru le  was ordered to be suspended.
A nd the ru le  being suspended,
T he Bill was accordingly read a th ird  tim e, passed and its title 

agreed to.

I t  was decided in the negative.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill. ,

A message from the Senate by M r RuSsell, their Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed without amendment;

H. R. file, No. 85, An Act to provide for a loan for the purpose 
of defraying the expenses and paying the creditors of the State; 

And then he withdrew.

H. R. file, No. 83, An Act to vacate the Public Square in W est 
Point in Lee county. 4

Was read a.second time, when
Mr Hebard moved to amend the same by striking out the fifth 

section;
And pending which,
,M r Steele moved to refer the bill to a select committee.
And pending which,
M r Bonham moved to refer it to the Standing Committee on Incor

porations ;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion to refer it to a select com

mittee ;
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the motion was agreed to.
And thereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs Steele, ,Cochran, 

Hebard and Smyth of Linn, said committee in compliance therewith.
And then,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until Monday 9 o’clock, A . M .

Monday Morning, February 8tb, 1847.

M r Olmstead presented the petition of sundry citizens of Clay
ton county, praying for the passage of an act to compensate them 
for services rendered in the difficulties between Iowa and Missouri, 
in relation to the southern boundary of Iow a;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Olmstead,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Claims. 
M r Morton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Henry 

county, praying for the passage of an act requiring all section lines 
to be kept open; and

On motion of M r Morton, '
Ordered, That the reading be dispensed with, and that the same 

be referred to the Standing Committee fin Internal Improvements.
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M r Baker gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend A n A ct for the collection of demands against 

boats and vessels; approved December 20th, 1838.
M r Montague gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to amend an act entitled An A ct for the improvement of 

sheep.
M r Leffingwell moved the following resolution, which was read, 

considered and agreed to:
Resolved, That the select committee, to which was referred the 

bill of the House, (N o. 51) A  Bill to fix the time of holding the 
District Courts, be instructed to report this afternoon.

message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
, M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate haveipassed, with amendments,

H . R. file, No. 37, A n Act to provide for the management of the 
S tate'Library, and the election of a librarian; also

That the Senate have concurred in. the first amendment made by 
the House to the bill of the Senate (No. 15) An A ct for the organi
zation of the county of Dallas, and have disagreed to the second 
amendment of the House to the same; also

That the Senate have disagreed to the amendments of the House 
to the bill of the Senate (No. 16) An Act for the organization of 
Pottawotamie and other counties;

And the bill of the Senate (No. 55) Joint Resolution providing 
for a mail route from Keokuk, via Oscaloosa, to F ort Desmoines, 
in Polk county. ■ .

I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct to confer the authority of changing the names of persons, 

towns and villages, upon the District C ourts; ■
A n A ct to locate - a State road from Walling’s landing to W ash

ington ;
A n A ct to establish a State road therein nam ed;

" A n A ct to amend an act entitled A n A ct to locate a territorial 
road .therein named; approved Jan. 17th, 1846;

A n A ct to provide for the payment of the debt due the M iners’ 
Bank of Du B uque; and

A  memorial to Congress for a grant of land upon which to locate 
the Seat of Government for the State of Iowa; >

The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor
rectly enrolled; .

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts and memorial. 
M r Hebard, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported: 
H . R. file, No. 88, A  Bill for an act to provide for levying and 

collecting revenue for State and county purposes;
The said bill was,read the first time, and 

On motion of M r Jiieffingwell,



HO USE O F. R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S. 257

Ordered, That the usual number of copies he printed for the use 
of the House.

M r Montague submitted the following report:
The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of sun

dry citizens of Van Buren county, Iowa, requesting the members 
of the General Assembly to refuse to receive pay for the time in
cluded between the 19th December, 1846, and the 4th January, 
1847, (being the holiday recess of the Legislature,) have had the 
same under consideration, and instruct me to submit the following 
report: Inasmuch as your committee are of opinion that there is
nothing contained in the petition referred to them, requiring legis
lative action, or constituting (legitimately) the subject of a report, 
upon the details of which this House can act, but containing as it 
does a reasonable request of, and a ju st and confident appeal, and 
respectful submission to an intelligent and magnanimous body of the 
people’s representatives, by their liberal action in compliance with 
said request, to fix a better precedent in the opening of our history 
as a sovereign State, which will be alike just and beneficial in its 
influences and effects upon the,welfare of the State and people pe
cuniarily, for the present and future, as it will be honorable and 
creditable to the members of the General Assembly; they, there
fore, respectfully submit the consideration of the request of said 
petitioners to the members of this House, hoping the subject may 
receive the favorable investigation from, and determination by each, 
its equity, justice and importance demands.

The said report was read and remains with the orders of the 
day for to-morrow.

M r Cochran from the committee on engrossed bills reported that 
they have examined

H . R. file, No. 27, A  Bill for an act to provide for the navigation 
of Skunk river;

H. R. file, No. 71, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road in the counties of Washington and Jefferson;

'A nd find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Olmstead from the select committee to which was referred 

the petition of sundry citizens of Delaware county, praying for the 
passage of A n A ct to legalize certain surveys; submitted the follow
ing report:

The select committee to which was referred the petition of Law
rence M ‘Name and others, praying for the passage of A n Act by 
the General Assembly for the establishment of lost or obliterated 
corners in the United States surveys, have instructed me to report,

That by An Act concerning the mode of surveying the public 
lands of the United States, approved Feb. 11th, 1805, chapter 72, 
page 111, part first of the United States land laws, ample pro
vision is made, by which the object desired by the prayer of the 
petitioners can be attained. The provisions of the second section 
of the foregoing act are as follows:

Section second, And be it further enacted, That the boundaries 
and contents of the several sections, half sections and quarter sec- 

33
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tions of the public lands of the United States, shall be ascertained 
in conformity with the following principles, any act or acts to the. 
contrary notwithstanding.

1st. A ll the corners marked in the surveys returned by the Sur
veyor General, or by the surveyor of the land south of Tennessee, 
respectively, shall be established as the proper corners of sections, 
or the subdivisions of sections which they are intended to designate, 
and the corners of half and quarter sections not marked on the said 
surveys, shall be placed as nearly as possible equidistant from those 
two corners, which stand on the same line.

2d. The boundary lines actually run and marked in the surveys 
returned by the Surveyor General, or by the surveyor of the land 
south of the State of Tennessee, respectively, shall be established as 
the proper boundary lines of the sections, or subdivisions for which 
they are intended, and the length of such lines as returned by ei
ther of the surveyors aforesaid, shall be held and considered as the 
true length thereof, and the boundary lines which shall not have 
been actually run and marked as aforesaid, shall be ascertained by 
running strait lines from the corners to'the opposite corresponding 
corners, but in those portions of the fractional townships, where no 
such opposite corresponding corners have been fixed, the said boun
dary lines shall be ascertained by running from the established cor
ners due north and south, or east and ivest lines as the case may be, 
to the water course, Indian boundary line, or other external boun
dary of such fractional township.

3d. Each section or subdivision of sections, the contents of 
which shall have been, or by virtue of the first section of this act, 
shall be returned by the Surveyor General, or by the surveyor of 
the public lands south of the State of Tennessee, respectively, shall 
be held and considered as containing the exact quantity expressed 
in such return or returns, and the half sections and quarter sec
tions, the contents whereof shall not have been thus returned, shall 
be held and considered as containing the one half, or one fourth part 
respectively of the returned contents of the section.

The mode of subdividing the public lands of the United States, 
is more fully explained in a circular from the Treasury Depart
ment, dated, “ General Land Office, May 25th, 1831,” page ,444. 
Part second, of the United States Land Laws, on page 450, the 
Commissioner observes:
. “ In those cases, where the tier of sections on the north and west 
side of the township, (on which side the law requires that any ex
cess or deficiency of quantity, as the case may be, should be throw n,) 
are represented to contain either more or less than the quantity of 
regular sections, (viz: six hundred and forty acres,) the quarters 
of such sections are notwithstanding as subdivisible under the law, 
into half and quarter sections by lines supposed to be run due north 
and south, and starting from points equidistant between the posts or 
corners forming the boundary of the quarter sections, but if from 
any special and anomalous laws, (for which the Surveyor General 
is responsible,) the excess should prove to be so great as to have 
rendered it necessary for the Surveyor General, in dividing the
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outer tier of sections either on the north or west side of the town
ship, to subdivide the extreme tier of quarter sections into more 
than two lots of eighty acres each, or thereabouts, giving to each of 
the several lots of a quarter section so anomalously constituted a 
specific designation or letter, you are to act accordingly, in the sale 
of such lands.”

In  a circular to the Surveyor General, from the General Land 
Olfice, dated, “May Sth, 1832,” in pursuance of an act of Congress, 
approved April 5th, 1842, this subject is referred to as follows:

“ Fractional sections, containing less than one hundred and sixty 
acres, or the residuary portion of a fractional section, after the sub
division into as many quarter-quarter sections as it is susceptible of, 
may be subdivided into lots, each containing the quantity of a quar
ter-quarter section as nearly as practicable, by so laying down the 
line of subdivision as that they shall be twenty chains wide, which 
distances are to be marked on the plat of subdivision, as are also 
areas of the quarter-quarters, and residuary fractions.”

Your committee are of opinion that the acts of Congress are 
the only criterion by which to be governed in the division or sub
division of public lands, and that the field notes returned to the Sur
veyor GeneraPs office, furnish all necessary information for the es
tablishment of lost or obliterated corners; and it is clearly evident to 
the minds of your committee that it is not within the province of the 
General Assembly of this State, to pass laws, regulating or altering 
the United States Surveys.

The said report was read, and remains with the orders of the day 
for to-morrow.

M r Bowie, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 
and introduced;

H . R. file, No. 89, A  Bill for an act to provide for the expression 
of the people of the State of Iowa upon the amendment of the Con
stitution.

The said bill was read the first time.
M r Steele in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 90, A  Bill for an act to authorize H. H. Ritchie, 

Thomas Botts and Andrew Jones to convey certain real estate there
in named.

The said bill was read the first time.
H. R. file, No. 55, A Bill for an act for the improvement of stock,
Being reported on the 5th inst. by the Committee on Agriculture, 

with a recommendation that the same be indefinitely postponed.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being upon concurring in the said report;
And the question being put, Shall the said bill be indefinitely 

postponed;
I t was decided in the affirmative,
So the report was concurred in and the said bill indefinitely post

poned.
H . R. file, No. 79, A  Bill for an act to authorize L. E . H. Hough-
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ton to keep a ferry  across the M ississippi r iv e r at K eokuk, in L ee 
county,

B eing reported  on the 6th inst., by the Committee on Incorpora
tions w ithout amendment, was read the second time, w hen

A  motion -was made by M r M orton to amend the bill by insert
ing the name of “ D . S. M essenger,”  in  lieu of “L . E . H . H ough
ton,”

And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto?
• A nd pending w hich, and

On motion of M r Goodrell,
O rdered , T hat the bill be laid on the table, subject to the order of 

the H ouse.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments, 

reported  on the 6th, by the select committee to w hich it was re fe r
red  to the bill of the H ouse (N o . 7 6 ,) A  bill for an act to lay out 
and establish a  State Road from Iow a City, to F o rt Demoines, in 
Polk  county.

T he question being upon agreeing to the said amendments.
A nd  the question w as stated, W ill the H ouse concur therein  ? 
A nd  pending w hich, and 
A fte r debate,

On motion of M r Smyth of L inn,
O rdered, T hat the said bill be laid on the table, subject to the 

order of the H ouse.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendment re 

ported on the 6th by the Committee on the Judiciary , to the bill of 
the H ouse (N o . 8 0 ,) A  Bill for an act dispensing w ith  proof in 
certain cases.

T he question being upon concurring in the said amendment, to w it: 
A dd after the w ords “ H andw riting ,”  the w ords “ A nd that he 

kep t correct accounts.”  -
A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse concur therein  ?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the amendment was agreed to, and the effect thereof is, that 

the handw riting .of deceased persons w ho kept correct accounts 
shall be sufficient evidence of the correctness of their accounts ; 

A nd then,
On motion of M r M orton, it was 

O rdered, to be engrossed for a th ird  reading to-m orrow.
H . R . file, No. 70, A  Bill for an act to establish’ a system of 

Common Schools,
W as read a second time, and 

O n motion of M r Leffingwell,
O rdered, To be committed to a committee of the w hole H ouse for 

to-m orrow.
H . R . file, No. 74, A  Bill for an act defining the duties of county 

S urveyors,
W as read a  second time, and 

O n motion of M r Comstock,
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O rdered, To be committed to a committee of the w hole Plouse for 
W ednesday next.

H . R . hie, No. 82, A  Bill for an act to prohibit - the vending of
nostrum s, or patent medicines; '

W as read a second time, w hen
M r Day moved to refer the same to the committee on the Ju d i

ciary,
A nd pending w hich, and

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
I t  was
O rdered, T hat the H ouse resolve itself into a committee of the 

whole H ouse for the consideration of the said Bill,
T he H ouse accordingly resolved itself into the committee of the 

whole H ouse, and,
A fter some time spent therein  the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resum ed the chair and M r Smith of M ahaska, reported  that the com
mittee had according to order had the said Bill under consideration, 
and had directed him to report the same w ith sundry amendments;

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said amend
ments in  the order they w ere made,

The question being upon agreeing to the first amendment made 
thereto.,

A nd upon being read,
A nd the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative;
So the said amendment w as disagreed to by the H ouse,
T he rem aining amendments of the committee to the said B ill w ere 

then  severally read, considered and agreed to,
A nd being agreed to, w ere  accordingly incorporated in the Bill. 
A  motion was then made by M r Clifton, to fu rther amend the bill 

by adding the following to the first sfcetion,
“ Physicians shall be required  to make know n the ingredients of 

their prescriptions, and their peculiar effect, before adm inistering 
the sam e,” the amendment being read,

A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse agree there to?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
A nd the first section amended accordingly;
A nd then,

On motion of M r M ontague,
Ord ercd, T hat the said Bill and its amendments be referred  to the 

committee on the Judiciary .
M r M orton, leave being obtained for that purpose, introduced,
II . It. file, No. 28, Jo in t Resolution providing for the election 

of Suprem e Judges,
W hich was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r M orton,
O rdered, T hat the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the said Joint 

Resolution be read a second and th ird  time now;
T he ru le  being suspended,
I t  was accordingly read a second and th ird  tim e and passed.
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O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request th e  concurrence of the Se
nate therein .

H . R . file, No. 84, A  B ill for an act to provide for the reg istra
tion of B irths, M arriages and Deaths;

W as read a second time, and
' On motion of M r Leffingwell,

O rdered, To be referred  to the standing committee on the Ju d i
ciary.

M r Smith of M ahaska, (b y  leave) moved the following resolu
tion, w hich was read, considered and agreed to.

Resolved, T hat the committee on the Jud iciary  is hereby req u ir
ed to examine the several laws of Congress in relation to the ad
mission of the State of Iow a into the Union, and report w hat action, 
if  any, is necessary in  regard  to the ordinance annexed to the Con
stitution; and also, the conditions proposed by Congress in order to 
perfect the compact betw een this State and the G eneral G overn
ment, and that they report by bill or otherw ise.

H . R . file, N o. 86, A  Bill lor an act to authorize evidence by 
oath of parties;

W as read a second time, and 
O n motion of M r Clifton,

O rdered,-T o be referred  to the standing committee on the Ju d i
ciary.

H . R . file, No. 87, A  Bill to amend an act amendatory of A n  A ct 
regulating grocery license;

W as read a second time, w hen
M r Comstock moved that it be committed to the committee of the 

whole H ouse and made the order of the day for F riday  next,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r M orton moved that the Bill be indefinitely postponed,
W hich motion was put and 'agreed to.
So the said bill was indefinitely postponed.
H . R . file, No. 27, A  Bill for an act to provide for the naviga

tion of Skunk river.
H . R . file, No. 68, A  Bill for an act to continue the T errito ria l 

road from D e W itt, to Lyons, across an ouj-lot in  the tow n of L y 
ons;

A nd,
H . R . file, No. 78, A  Bill for an act to provide for finishing the 

public buildings in  W ashington county,
W ere severally read a th ird  time, passed and the ir titles agreed

to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in  the said bills. , .
Senate file, No. 20, A n A ct prescribing the general duties of A u- 

'ditor of State,
W as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and its title agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 31, A n A ct regulating the election of D istrict 

Judges;



HO USE O F R E PR E S EN T A T IV E S. 263

Senate file, No. 54, An A ct to locate a State road from Walling’s 
Landing, to Columbus City;

Senate file, No. 65, An Act to locate and establish a State Road, 
from Iowa City, to the west line of Dallas county;

W ere severally read a third time, passed, and their titles agreed
to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H . R. fjle, No. 71, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 

State road in Washington and Jefferson counties;
Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill. ■
Senate file, No. 64, Preamble and Joint Resolution of( the Gene

ral Assembly of the State of Iowa, asking a donation of land for a 
military road, from the Mississippi to the Missouri river;
, Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therew ith;’
And then,

On motion of M r M 'M anus,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed, without amendment,

H. R. file, No. 69, A n 'A ct to locate a State road fromOscaloosa, 
in Mahaska county, to Knoxville, in Marion county;

Also,
H. R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Keo

kuk to Fairfield.
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated,
A n Act to provide for a loan for the purpose of defraying the ex

penses; and paying the creditors of the State;
And,

An A ct to incorporate the towrn of Fairfield.
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate; 

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the-above entitled acts.
M r Lyons,, (by leave,) from the select committee to which was 

referred the bill of the House, (No. 51 ,) A  Bill for an act fixing 
the time of holding the District Courts in this State, reported the 
same, together with a substitute for the said bill;

Which remains with the orders of the day for to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 19, An Act concerning Justices of the Peace,

- Being the order of the day,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole H ouse, 

for the consideration of the said bill; and
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A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose; M r Speaker 
resumed the Chair, and M r Day reported that the committee had, 
according to order, had the said bill (No. 19,) under consideration— 
had made some, progress therein; and had directed him to ask leave 
to sit again.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being, Shall leave he granted?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So leave was granted to sit again.

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the hill of the House, 

(N o. 51,) A  Bill for an act fixing the time of holding the D istrict 
Courts in this State.

The question being upon concurring in the report of the select 
committee to which the same was referred, to wit:

To substitute for the said bill, (No. 51,) the bill reported by the 
said committee.

The said substitute was read,
And the question being put, Shall the said bill be substituted for 

the bill of the House (No. 51)?
It was decided in the negative.
So the House disagreed to the said substitute, and the same stands 

rejected.
And then,

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole H ouse, 

for the further consideration of the said bill (No. 51,) and
A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r Bonham reported that the committee 
had, according to order, had the said bill under consideration, and 
had directed him to report the same with sundry amendments.

•The House proceeded again to the consideration of the said bill, 
The question being upon concurring in the said amendments,
And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein? 
And pending which, and 

On motion of M r Montague,
I t was
Ordered, That the said bill,' together with the amendments of the 

Committee of the Whole House, be referred to a select committee 
of two from each Judicial District.

The Speaker appointed M essrs Montague, Comstock, Bowie, 
Clifton, Bonham, Smyth of Linn, Sells and Matson, said committee.

H . R. file, No. 29, A  Bill for an act providing that the legal vo
ters in each township determine, at the township election, whether 
the county commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxicat
ing liquors in said county or not,

Being returned from the Senate with sundry amendments.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,

' The question being, Will the House concur therein ?
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And the question being stated,
And, pending which,
And, after debate, and 

On motion of M r Matson,
I t was
Ordered, That the same be laid on the table, subject to the order 

of the House, when
On motion of M r Clifton,

Ordered, That the House do now adjourn until 9 o’clock, A. M., 
to-morrow.

Tuesday Morning, February 9th, 1847.

A  motion was made by M r Olmstead to reconsider the vote had 
yesterday upon the passage of the bill of the Senate, (No. 20 ,) A  
bill for an act prescribing the general duties of Auditor of State.

And the question being put, Shall the said vote be reconsidered?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the vote had passing the said bill was reconsidered.
The question recurred, Shall it pass?
And pending which,
And after debate;

On motion of M r Olmstead.
It was
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee.
The Chair appointed M essrs Olmstead, Hardy and Bonham the 

said committee.
M r Anderson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Mon

roe county, praying for the passage of an act to legalize the acts of 
Justices of the Peace of said county;

'Which was read, and
On motion of M r Anderson,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on the Jud i
ciary.

M r Montague moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered and agreed to.

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee to whom was referred 
the bill of the House, (No. 45,) be instructed to report the same to 
the House as soon as practicable.

M r M ‘Pherrin submitted the following report:
The committee on claims to which was referred the account of 

Henry E . Lamereaux against the Iowa Legislature, for the hire 
of a Buggy and harness to the Sergeant-at-arms and the assistant 
Clerk of the House, to attend the remains of "Hon. Reuben S. Con
je e  to Lee county, ten days, and for repairing the damage done the 
bed piece of the Buggy; have examined the same, and in the first 
place consider the charge extravagant; and secondly, find no official 
action of this House requiring the hire and employment of the con- 

34
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veyance and persons named in the bill. Your committee, therefore, 
submit this, their report, to the House, that some official cognizance 
and action may be had with reference to removing the remains of 
the said Hon. Reuben S. Conlee to Lee county; and ask to be in
structed in accordance with such action.

The said report lies over under the rule. '
M r Cochran from the select committee to which was referred the 

petition of sundry citizens of Des Moines county in relation there
to, reported

H . R. file, No. 91, A  hill for an act for the relief of the Poor; 
W hich was read a first time.
M r Lyons from the select committee to which was referred the 

petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson county, in relation thereto, 
reported

H. R. file, No. 92, A  Bill to relocate a part of a Territorial road 
from Fairfield to the Indian boundary line;

Which was read a first time, and 
, On motion of M r Lyons,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, passed, and its title agreed to. .

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 
have presented to the Governor for his approval, .

A n Act to incorporate the town of Fairfield; also 
A n A ct to provide for a loan, for the purpose of defraying the 

expenses, and paying the creditors of the State;
Also, that they have examined
H . R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for the establishing a mail 

route from Keokuk to Fairfield; and
H . R. file, No. 69, An Act.to lay out and establish a State road 

from Oscaloosa in Mahaska county, to Knoxville in Marion county;
And find the same correctly"enrolled.

'  The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts and joint reso
lution.

M r Sells from the committee on incorporations to which was re
ferred various petitions, praying for ferry charters, reported

H . R. file, No. 93, A  Bill for extending the powers of County 
Commissioners in regard to licensing and regulating ferries; •

Which was read a first time.
M r Sells from the committee on incorporations to which-was re

ferred the petition of sundry citizens of the town of Keokuk, pray
ing for a city charter, reported

H . R. file, No. 84, A n A ct to incorporate the city of Keokuk; 
Which was read a first time.
M r Day moved the following resolution:
Which was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the Committee on Incorporations be instructed to 

report a general law for the incorporation of benevolent institutions; 
a general law for the incorporation of libraries ; a general law for



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 267

the incorporation of lyceums ; and a general law for the incorpora
tion of religious societies.

M r Bonham submitted the following report:
The Committee on Agriculture, to wh6m was referred the petition 

of sundry citizens of Henry and Washington counties, praying for 
an increase of bounty on wolf-scalps ; have instructed me to report 
that in the opinion of your committee it is inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of said petitioners, and ask to be discharged from the fur
ther consideration of the subject; •

Which was read and concurred in.
Mr Montague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H. R. file, No. 95, A Bill for an act amendatory of an act for the 

improvement of sheep.
Mr Baker, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 96, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled, An 

Act to provide for the collection of demands against boats and 
vessels, approved Dec. 20th, 1838; which was read a first time.

Mr Sells, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 
and introduced,

H. R. file, No. 97, A Bill for an act incorporating towns,
Which was read a first time, and the usual number of copies or

dered to be printed.
On motion of Mr Leffingwell, the rules were suspended, and 

the House resolved itself into committee of the whole House l'or 
the consideration of the hill of the House (No. 70,) A  Bill for an 
act to establish a system of common schools,

And after some time spent therein the committee rose, M r Speak
er resumed the chair, and Mr Bowie reported that the committee 
had according to order had the said bill under consideration, and had 
directed him to report the same with amendments.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the same;
The question being, Will the House concur therein?
And pending which,

On motion of Mr Montague,
Ordered that the same be laid on the table.
H. II. file, No. 77, A Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 

estrays,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
Ordered, To be committed to the committee of the whole House 

for Friday next;
H. R file, No. 90, A Bill for an act to authorize H. H. Richie, 

Thomas Bolts and Andrew Jones, to convey certain real estate 
therein named,

Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 

select committee to which was referred petitions of sundry citizens 
of Clayton county, in relation to legalizing certain surveys,
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Was taken up and read, and
The question being, W ill the House concur therein?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in,
H . R. file, No. 80, A  Bill for an act dispensing with proof in 

certain cases,
W as read a third timq, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
Mb. S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 70, A n A ct to Incorporate the City of Farming
ton, in Van Buren County, Iowa,

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested;
And then he withdrew.

A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M b S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed, a substitute for

H. R. Sle, No. 32, A n A ct to provide for the election of United 
States Senators, and other officers,

In which ike concurrence of the House is requested;
And then Ve withdrew.

Senate file, No. 19, A n Act concerning Justices of the Peace, 
Being the order ol the day,
The House resolveUitself into the committee of the whole House, 

for the consideration of the said Bill; and,
After some time spent 'therein the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the Chair, and M r Bonham reported that the committee had 
according to order had the said Bill under consideration and had di
rected him to report the Bill with two amendments;

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,
The question being, W ill the House concur in the said amendments? 
And the question being stated,
A  division of the question was called for,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree to the first 

amendment ?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
The question recurred, W ill the House agree to the second amend

ment,
And the question being stated,
And, pending which,

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.
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2 o’clock, P. M.

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill of the Senate 
(N o. 19,) A n A ct concerning Justices of the Peace;

The question being, W ill the House concur in the second amend
ment of the committee of the whole House,

And which was pending when the House adjourned at the morn
ing session;

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative;
So the said amendment was agreed to.

A  motion was then made by M r Smyth of Linn,
To further amend the Bill by 
Striking out the sixth section;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative. '
So the House refused to strike out the sixth section of the Bill, 
And then,

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the said Bill be ordered to a third reading for to

morrow.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 69, A n A ct to authorize Robert Reed, or his 
successors in office, to collect the delinquent tax of S. J .  Pierce, 
late collector of taxes, and John Corbin, deceased, late treasurer 
and collector of Jackson county, for A . D. 1846;

In which the concurrence of the House is requested.
The Senate have passed without amendment,
H . R. file, No. 68, A n A ct to continue the territorial road from 

De W itt to Lyons, across an out-lot in the town of Lyons.
H . R. file, No. 71, A n A ct to lay out and establish a State road, 

in Washington and Jefferson counties; and
H . R. file, No. 78, A n A ct to provide for finishing the public 

buildings in Washington county.
I  herewith return
An A ct to locate a State road from Oskaloosa, in Mahaska coun

ty, to Knoxville, in Marion county; and
Joint Resolution for a mail route from Keokuk to Fairfield.
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate; 
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Leffingwell, on leave being granted, introduced 
H . I f  file, No. 23, Joint Resolution relative to the adjournment 

of theieieneral Assembly. -
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. W hich was read a first time, and
T he 42d ru le  suspended, and the same read a second time, w hen 
M r G oodrell moved to amend the same, by adding the following 

proviso:
Provided, T hat the Senate m eet the H ouse in  the H all of the 

H ouse o f  R epresentatives, on Tuesday, the 16th instant, and pro
ceed and elect tw o Senators to represen t the State of Iow a in  the 
Congress of the U nited States.

A nd the question being put,

I t  was decided in  the negative, \  -XcaSs  ’ (  JNays— 20.
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Goodrell, H ol

land, K ing, M 'M anus, M orton, R athbun, Sells, Smith of M ahaska, 
Updegraff, W illiams and Speaker B row ne.

Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, D ay, G reen, H ardy, 

H ebard, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ‘Pherrin , 
M ontague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and 
W illoughby.

So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved to amend, by adding the following as a p ro

viso:
Provided, Judges of the Suprem e Court, and Senators to rep re 

sent the State of Iow a in  the Congress of the U nited States, be elect
ed at or before that tim e.

M r Leffingwell moved to amend the amendment, by prefixing the 
following:

“ Provided, nevertheless, that these presents shall be upon this 
express condition.”

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
T he question recu rred  upon the original amendment,
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
A nd the jo in t resolution amended accordingly.
Senate file, No. 57, A n  A ct for laying out and establishing cer

tain  State roads therein  nam ed; 
u W as read a second time, w hen 

M r Smyth of L inn  moved to amend the same, by strik ing out all 
after the w ords “ L inn county,”  in  the eighth line of the fifth sec
tion, and inserting  as follows:

“ On the south-w est side thereof, and running from thence on 
the nearest and best route to or near the H ouse of M r Straw n, in 
said county of L inn, from thence on the nearest and best route to the 
county seat of Benton county; and from thence on the nearest and 
best route to the falls of said river, in  Black H aw k county.”

T he said amendment was read,
A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
I t  w as decided in the affirmative;
A nd the amendment engrossed accordingly.
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After which,
On motion of M r Comstock,

The bill was further amended by substituting the name of David 
Morris for E. M. Kirkham, and

On motion of Mr Leech, '
By striking out the name of Jesse Brookshear, and inserting in 

lieu thereof, Abel Ingram of Wapello, when 
On motion of Mr Comstock,

The bill was
Ordered, To a third reading for to-morrow.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Senate to the bill of the House, (No. 37,) A Bill for an act to 
provide for the management of a State Library, and the election of 
a Librarian.

The said amendments were read,
And the question stated to be upon concurring therein,
And after consideration, the said amendments were severally 

agreed to, and upon agreeing to the third amendment,
The yeas and nays were desired by two members,

And ordered, and are as follows: j Nays 12’

Those who voted in the affirmative, are ,
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Green, 

Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, Matson, Mon
tague, Morton, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, 
Whitmore, Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are ,
Messrs Bailey, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, King, M'Manus, 

M 'Pherrin, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele and Williams.
Mr Goodrell and Leffingwell not voting, and M r O’Brien sick 

and absent.
So the said amendments of the Senate were severally concurred 

in, and incorporated in the bill;
And the bill stands passed as amended.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Seriate of the action 

of the House upon the said amendments.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the message from 

the Senate announcing to the House that the Senate had disagreed 
to the amendments of the House, to the bill of the Senate, (No. 16,) 
entitled an act, for the organization of Pottawotamie, and other 
counties.

The amendments being read,
And after debate,
A motion was made by Mr Hebard, that the House recede from 

all of its said amendments, to the said bill of the Senate,
And the question.being put, ^
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the House receded, and the bill stands passed as first report

ed from the Senate.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
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The House proceeded to the consideration of the message from 
the Senate announcing to the House the disagreement of the Senate 
to the amendments of the House to the joint resolution of the Sen
ate, (No. 55 ,) entitled, Joint Resolution providing for a mail route 
from Keokuk, via Oscaloosa, to Fort Desmoines in Polk county. 

The said amendments w ere read",
And the question was stated, W ill the House recede therefrom? 
And pending which,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Lyons,
Resolved, That the House insist on its amendments disagreed to 

by the Senate, to the said Joint Resolution (N o. 55.)
So the House refused to recede.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Montague (by leave) introduced a Joint Resolution, bearing 

the following title,
H. R. file, No. 24, Joint Resolution to promote a reformation and 

provide against the w orst of evils, that of intemperance;
The said resolution was read a first time,

On motion of M r Bonham,
H. R. file, No. 76, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 

■State road from Iowa City to F ort Desmoines, and the report of the 
select committee to which the same was referred, was taken from the 
table and read.

The question being upon concurring in the report of the commit
tee,

And the question being stated, W ill the House concur therein ? 
And pending which,
And after debate, . '
A  call of the House was ordered and had, and 
The roll being called, M essrs Goodrell, Olmstead, Kinsman and 

Sells, were found absent. 1
And, after some time, the absentees appearing in their seats, the 

further proceeding under the call of the House was dispensed with. 
The question recurred,
And being again stated,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Rathbun,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 9 o’clock, A . M ., to-mor

row.

Wednesday Morning, February 10th, 1847.

M r Goodrell, presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ash
ington county, praying for the location of the State University at 
the town of Washington, and 

On his motion,
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O rdered, T hat the reading of the petition be dispensed w ith , and 
that it  he referred  to the committee on Common Schools.

M r M ‘M anus gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to incorporate the T rustees of the Iow a College at D a

venport.
M r M 'M anus moved the following resolution,
W hich w as read, considered, and agreed to.
Resolved, T hat the committee on expenditures, be instructed  to 

report a bill at as early a day as practicable, regulating and deter
m ining the prices o f the incidental printing ordered by the present 
session of the G eneral A ssem bly ; and also, that said committee en
qu ire  into the expediency of reporting  a bill providing for giving 
out the printing of the Law s and Journals to the low est responsible 
bidder, in  fu ture, or otherw ise a bill reducing the prices of public 
printing.

M r Kinsm an moved the following resolu tion:
Resolved, T hat the committee to w hich  w as referred  
H . R . file, No. 50, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage

m ent and disposition of the school funds, be instructed  to report the 
same back to the H ouse this afternoon;

W hich resolution was read and disagreed to.
M r Cochran, gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce a 

bill to amend an act concerning W ills and A dm inistrators, approved 
F eb . 13th, 1843.

M r M ontague, from the select committee o f tw o from each J u 
dicial D istrict, made the following re p o r t:

T he select committee to  w hom w as referred  the bill of the H ouse 
(N o . 5 1 ,)  A  Bill for an act fixing the tim e of holding the D istric t 
Courts in  this State, and the rep o rt thereon, have had the same un
der consideration, and have instructed  me to report the following 
amendments to the original b i l l : '

In  section 1st, first Judicial D istrict, line fourth , strik e  out the 
w ord “  fourth ”  and in sert “  second.”

In  same section, th ird  Judicial D istrict, s trike out all relating to 
that d istric t and insert the follow ing: “ In  V an B u ren  county, on 
the first M ondays in  M arch and Septem ber.

In  Jefferson county on the th ird  M onday in  M arch and Septem 
ber.

In  M ahaska county on the first M onday after the fourth M onday 
in  M arch  and Septem ber.

In  W apello county on the second M onday after the fourth M on
days in M arch and Septem ber.

In  Davis county on the th ird  M onday after the fourth Mondays 
in  M arch  and Septem ber.

In  Appanooce county on the fourth M onday after the fourth 
M ondays in  M arch and Septem ber.

In  M onroe county on the fifth M onday after the fourth M ondays 
in  M arch and Septem ber.

In  M arion county on the sixth M onday after the fourth Mondays 
in  M arch  and Septem ber.

35
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Strike out all relating to the fourth Judicial D istric t and insert 
the follow ing:

“ In  Dallas county on the first M ondays in  M arch and Septem 
ber.

In  Polk county on the second Mondays in  M arch and Septem ber. 
In  Jasp er county on the th ird  Mondays in  M arch and Septem ber. s 
In  Iow a county on the fourth M ondays in  M arch and Septem ber. 
In  Benton county on the first M onday after the fourth M ondays 

in M arch and Septem ber.
In  L inn  county on the second M onday after the fourth  M ondays 

in M arch and Septem ber.
In  Johijson county on the fourth M onday after the fourth M on

days in  M arch  and Septem ber.
A lso, add the following additional sec tion :
“ Sec. 4th, T hat the first term  of the D istric t Court, throughout 

the several districts of this State, after the passage of th is act, 
shall commence and date the ir commencement from the Same M on
day in  the month of M ay, that is required  by the first section of 
this bill in regard  to the month of M arch .”

M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Jud iciary , to w hich w as 
referred  the bill of the Senate (N o . 3 6 ) A n A ct to provide for the 
election of an A ttorney G eneral of State, and to define his duties, 
reported  the same w ithout amendments.

M r Leffingwell made the following report:
T he Committee on In ternal Im provem ent, to whom was referred  

the petition of sundry citizens of H enry  county, praying for the 
passage of a law  requiring  all section lines to be kep t open, have 
had the same under consideration, and are unanimously of opinion 
that it is inexpedient to grant the prayer o f said petition, and ask  to 
be discharged from the fu rther consideration of the same. ;

M r Olmstead made the following report:
T he select committee, to whom was referred  the bill of the Se

nate (N o . 2 0 ) A n A ct prescribing the general duties of A uditor of 
State, have had the same under consideration, and requested me to 
report the same back to the H ouse, w ith the following amendments: 

A m end the sixth section, the second line after the w ord “ S tate,” 
the w ord “ or te rrito ria l,”  the same section amend the fifth line after 
the w ord “ S tate,”  the w ords “  or te rrito ry .”

A m end the seventh section, second line after the w ord “ S tate,”
■ by inserting the w ords “  or te rrito ry .”

M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported  that they 
have examined,

H . R . file, No. 68, A n  A ct to continue a T errito ria l road from 
D e W itt, to Lyons, across an out-lot in the tow n of Lyons.

H . R . file, No. 71, A n  A ct to lay put and establish a State road 
in  W ashington and Jefferson counties; and

H . R . file, No. 78, A n  A ct to provide for finishing the public 
buildings in  W ashington coun ty ;

A nd find the same correctly enrolled.
T he Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
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M r Kinsm an, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave and introduced,

H . R . file, No. 98, A  Bill for an act to requ ire  certain officers to 
hold the ir offices at the county seats of their respective counties, 

W hich w as read a first time.
H . R . file, No. 89, A  Bill for an act to provide for the expression 

of the people of the State of Iow a upon the amendment of the Con
stitution;

W as read a second time, w hen '
M r M ontague moved to refer the same to the Committee on E lec

tions.
M r Olmstead moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed;
A nd  the question being put, Shall the said bill be indefinitely 

postponed?
, c y eas (j

It was decided in  the negative. |  N ays—-29
The yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, D ay, G reen, K insm an, L eech and Olmstead.
Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Goodrell, H ardy, H ebard, Holland, Leffingwell, Lyons, 
M atson, M 'M anus, M 'P h e rr in , M orton, M ontague, R athbun, R ey
nolds, Sells, Smith of M ahaska, Smyth of L inn, Updegraff, W hit
more, W illiam s, W illoughby, W right and Speaker B row ne.

M essrs B aker, K ing and Steele, not voting; and 
M r O ’B rien absent and sick. ' '
So the motion to indefinitely postpone was disagreed to.
A fter w hich, and

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
T he H ouse resolved itself into a Committee of the w hole House 

for the consideration of the said bill, M r M orton in  the chair; and 
A fter some tim e spent therein , the committee rose, and by their 

chairm an reported  the bill w ithout am endm ent; w hen 
O n motion of M r M ontague,

I t  was
O rdered, To be referred  to the Standing Committee on Elections.

On motion of M r M atson,
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 

of the Senate to the bill of the H ouse (N o . 2 9 ) entitled A n  A c t to 
provide that the legal voters in each tow nship, determine at the 
tow nship election, w hether the county commissioners shall grant 
license for the retail of intoxicating liquors in  said tow nship or not; 

T he said amendments w ere  severally read,
A nd the question being stated and put, W ill the H ouse concur 

therein  ? ,
I t was decided in  the affirmative.
A nd the bill stands passed as amended.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk acquaint the Senate therew ith.
H . R . file, No. 91, A  Bill for an act for the re lief of the Poor,
W as read a second time, and
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On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The second section of the same was stricken out, and 
After which, ■

On motion of M r Montague,
Ordered, That the bill be laid on the table, subject to the order of 

the House.
H . R. file, No. 93, A  Bill for an act extending the powers of the 

Board of County Commissioners in regard to licensing and regulat
ing Ferries,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r M 'M anus,

Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 94, A n A ct to Incorporate the City of Keokuk, 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, To be referred to the Delegation from Lee County.
H. R. file, No. 95, A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act for the 

improvement of Sheep,
Was read a second time, when,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole House, 

for the consideration of the same, M r Smyth of Linn, in the Chair, 
and,

A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the same with sundry amendments and with the 
recommendation that it be rejected,

And the.question being put, W ill the House concur therein?
I t was decided in the affirmative,
And the said bill stands rejected. ,

_ H . R. file, No. 96, A  Bill to amend an act, entitled A n A ct to pro
vide for the collection of demands against boats and vessels, A p
proved December, 20th, 1838.

Was read a sdcond time, and 
On motion of M r Cochran,

H. R. file, No. 24, Joint Resolution to promote a reformation, 
and provide against the worst of evils,.that of Intemperance,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Cochran,

Ordered, That the further consideration of the same be indefi
nitely postponed.

H . R. file, No. 23, Joint Resolution relative to the adjournment 
of the General Assembly,

Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed with amendments,
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H . R . file, No. 27, A n A ct to provide for the navigation of Skunk 
.river,

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
I  herew ith  p resent for your signature, '
A n  A ct to locate and establish a State road from Iow a City, to the 

w est line of Dallas county;
A n  A ct to locate a State road from W alling’s landing to Columbus 

City; and
Pream ble and Jo in t Resolution asking a donation of land for a  M il

ita ry  road from the M ississippi to the M issouri river;
T he same having passed both H ouses, and been reported  as cor

rectly  enrolled;
A nd then he w ithdrew .

T he Speaker then  signed the above entitled A cts.
Senate file, No. 19, A n  A ct concerning Justices of the Peace; 
W as read a th ird  time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 57, A n  A ct for laying out and establishing cer

tain T errito ria l roads therein  named,
W as read a th ird  tim e, passed and title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate therew ith .
T he rep o rt of the committee on claims in  relation to the demand 

of H enry  E . Lem eraux,
W as read, and

O n motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, To be laid on the table subject to the order of the > 

H ouse.
Senate file, No. 69, A n A ct authorizing R obert Reed or his suc

cessors in  office to collect the delinquent T ax  of T . J .  Pearce late 
collector of T axes, and John  Corbin, deceased, late T reasu rer and 
Collector of Jackson county, for A . D . 1846.

W as read  a first time, and *
On motion of M r G reen,

4 T he  42d ru le  w as suspended and the same read a  second and
th ird  time, passed and its title agreed to.
, O rdered, T hat the Chief C lerk acquaint the Senate therew ith .

Senate file, No. 70, A n  A ct to incorporate the city of Farm ing
ton, in  V an B uren county, Iowa,

W as read a first tim e.
On motion of M r Bonham,

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the House, 
(N o . 7 6 ,) A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a State road
from Iowa city to F o rt Desmoines.

T he question being upon concurring in  the amendments reported 
by the committee to w hich the same was referred,

A nd the question being stated,
A  division of the question was called for,
A nd the question being stated, W ill the H ouse concur in the first 

amendment? to w it:
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S trike  out the name of Jam es Douglass, and insert that of A rch i
bald G illiland,

A nd the question being put,

I t  vvas decided in the negative,

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, D ay, G reen, H ardy, Kinsm an, Leech, 

M atson, M ontague, Olmstead, Smyth o f L inn, W hitm ore and W il
loughby.

• Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, H olland, K ing, M 'M anus, M orton, Rathbun, R ey
nolds, Sells, Sm ith of M ahaska, Updegraff, W illiams, W righ t and 
Speaker B row ne. '

M essrs H ebard, Lyons, Leffingwell and M ‘P herrin  being excus
ed, did not vote.

A bsent and sick M r O ’Brien.
So the amendment was disagreed to.
T he H ouse then proceeded to the consideration of the remaining 

amendments reported  by the committee, w hen the same w ere sev
erally read, considered and concurred in;

A fter w hich, and
On motion of M r Bonham,

O rdered, T hat the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-m or
row.

On motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, T hat the H ouse adjourn until 2  o’clock, P . M .

H . R . file, No. 74, A n  A ct defining the duties of county S u r
veyors, being the order of the day was considered in  committee of 
the whole House, M r G reen in the Chair;

A nd after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
th e ir  chairman reported the same w ith sundry amendments,

W hich w ere read, considered separately and severally concur
red in.

M r W hitmore moved to fu rther amend the bill by strik ing  out 
“ two dollars”  in the ninth line of the tw enty-fourth section and in
serting “ three dollars”  in lieu thereof,

W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

T he 42d ru le  was suspended and the bill read a th ird  time, pass
ed and its title agreed to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in  the said bill.

M r Bonham (by leave) presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Iow a city, praying for the appointment of a suitable person to se
lect the five sections of land granted by act of Congress of M arch

2 . o’clock, P. SI;
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3d, 1845; and that said grant may be expended in completing the 
Capitol at Iowa city;

W hich petition was read, and
On motion of M r Smith of Mahaska,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Public 
Buildings.

On motion of M r Morton,
H . R. file, No. 51, An Act fixing the time of holding the Dis

trict Courts in this State, and the report of the select committee of 
two from each Judicial District in relation to the same,

Was taken from the table and read, and the amendments of the 
committee were severally agreed to, when,

On motion of M r Morton,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill as . amended, read a 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
. M r Sells, from the Committee on Elections (by leave) made the 

following report: .
The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred H . R. file, 

(No. 15,) A  Bill for an act regulating elections, and to preserve 
the purity thereof, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, without amend
ment, and recommend the passage of the bill in its original form; 

Also, without amendment,
H. R. file, No. 35, A  Bill to amend an act entitled A n Act pro

viding for and regulating general elections.
M r Cochran (by leave) made the following report:
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the bill of the House 

(N o. 83) A  Bill for an act to vacate the public square in the town 
of W est Point, in Lee county, have instructed me to report the 
same back, with sundry amendments, viz:

Strike out the “ preamble.” Strike out the “ fourth and fifth 
sections,” and insert as follows, viz: . ;

“ Section 4th, That the trustees of said college, or other persons. 
having the direction, control or management thereof, shall erect no 
building or buildings, for dwelling houses or other purposes except 
college buildings upon, nor dispose of by sale or lease, any portion 
of said public square, or the buildings thereupon.”

“ Sec. 5 th, This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage.”

Senate file, No. 32, A n A ct to provide for the election of United 
States Senators and other officers,

Was read a first time.
On motion of M r Cochran,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendment of 
the Select Committee, to which the same was referred, to the bill of 
House (No. 83) A  Bill for an act to vacate the Public Square in 
the town of W est Point, in Lee county: .

The said amendments were read,
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And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the report was concurred in, and the bill amended accord

ingly-
After which, and

On motion of M r Cochran,
The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time, pass

ed and its title agreed to:
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
The house proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Senate to the Bill of the House (No. 27,) entitled an act to pro
vide for the downward navigation of Skunk river,

The said amendments were read,
And the question being put, Will the House concur therein ?

. It was decided in the affirmative. ;
So the said amendments of the Senate were concurred in.
And the Bill stands passed as amended.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate of the pro

ceedings herein;
On motion of M r Hebard,

Ordered, that the use of the Hall be granted to Col. Lehmanows- 
ky, for the purpose of delivering a lecture therein for this evening;

And then,
On motion of M r Whitmore,

The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, February 11th, 1847.

M r Cochran presented the remonstrance of sundry citizens of 
Keokuk, in Lee county, remonstrating against the passage of a char
ter for incorporating said Town, and 

On his motion,
Ordered, That the reading of the remonstrance be dispensed with 

and that the same be referred to the delegation from Lee county.
M r Comstock, (the leave of the House being obtained for that 

purpose,) introduced
H. R. file, No. 25, Joint Resolution providing for the adjourn

ment of the present session of the General Assembly;
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Comstock,
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second time, 

when
M r M'Pherrin moved the following as a substitute therefor:
Whereas, this General Assembly has now been in session for a 

sufficient length of time, to have accomplished the objects for which
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they met, and have spent their time in useless and unnecessary ef
forts at legislation, and endeavors to secure the election of United 
States Senators and Judges of the Supreme Court of Iowa; And 
whereas, there is no reasonable prospect of securing the accom
plishment of these objects by a prolongation of the session, therefore

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the General Assembly 
‘ adjourn sine die on the 20th inst.

Which substitute was read and disagreed to, when 
On motion of M r Comstock,

The 42d rule was suspended and the resolution read the third 
time and passed.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the coneurrenee of the 
Senate therein.

M r Olmstead moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered and agreed to.

Resolved, That the members and officers of this House, be al
lowed the use of this Hall the remainder of the present session of 
the General Assembly.

M r Sells from the committee on elections to which was referred 
the bill of the House, (No. 89,) A Bill for an act to provide for the 
expression of the people of the State of Iowa, upon the subject of 
the Amendment of the Constitution, reported the same without 
amendment.

.M essrs Kinsman and Willoughby from the committee on elec
tions made the following minority report:

The undersigned, minority of the committee on elections, to 
whom was referred 'H . R. file, No. 89, A  Bill for an act to pro
vide for the expression of the people of the State of Iowa, upon the 
subject of the amendment of the Constitution; beg leave to differ in 
opinion with the majority, and recommend the rejection of the bill.

M r Cochran from the Committee on Engrossed Bills reported that 
they have examined,

H . R. file, No. 76, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from Iowa City to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county ;

H . R. file, No. 90, A Bill for an act to authorize H. H. Richie, 
Thomas Botts and Andrew Jones, to convey certain real estate 
therein named;

H. R. file, No. 93, A  Bill for an act extending the powers of 
County Commissioners in regard to licensing and regulating ferries;

H. R. file, No. .96, A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled, An 
A ct to provide for the collection of demands against boats and 
vessels, approved Dec. 20th, 1838;

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Morton from the Committee on County and Township Organ

ization to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Ben
ton County relative to the place of holding the District Court in said 
county, reported,

H . R. file, No. 99, A Bill for an act to hold the D istrict Court 
in and for the county of Benton, at such place as the Commission
ers may'direct;

36
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Which was read a first time.
M r Matson, from the committee on Schools, to which was refer

red
H . R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage

ment and disposition of the school funds,
Made the following report:
The committee on Schools, to whom was referred .
H. R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage

ment and disposition of the school funds,
Have instructed me to report the same back to the House with 

the following amendments:
F irst—-Insert in the seventh section, after the word “ improve

ment,” in the third line, the following: “and also the value of the 
improvements. W here there are improvements on said lands, the 
makers or owners of such improvements shall have the preference 
in the purchase of the lands, provided they will pay as much as any 
other person; in case they will not, the purchaser shall pay the mak
er or owner of such improvements the appraised value thereof, de
ducting the expense of the sale and appraisal.

Second—Insert after the eleventh section, the words “ which shall 
be issued by the Governor.”

Third— Section 13. Strike out “the 25th day of December,” in 
the second line, and insert in lieu thereof, “the first day of Februa- 
ry .”

Fourth— Section 17, Strike out all after the word “ waste,” in 
the fourth line, and insert the following: “he shall take other real 
estate security, independent of buildings, or cash in hand.”

Fifth— Section 19. Strike out all after the second line, and in
sert the following: “to be disposed of according to law.”

Sixth— Section 20. Strike out all after the first line, and insert 
the following: “ shall be paid into the general school fund, and dis
posed of according to law .”

Seventh— Section 28. Strike out all after the third line.
Eighth— Add as “ Section 29. The Auditor shall invest the school 

funds, which come into his hands in State Stock, or real estate se
curity, at the rate of interest not less than that received for the 
school lands, or in such other way as shall from time to time be 
prescribed by law.'”

M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced

H. R. file, No. 100, A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act enti
tled A n Act concerning Wills and Administrators; approved Feb
ruary 13th, 1843;

Which was read a first time.
M r M ‘Manus, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced
H. R. file, No. 101, A Bill to Incorporate the Trustees of the 

Iowa College;
Which was read a first time.
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A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary:
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have indefinitely postponed

H . R . file, No. 23, Joint Resolution relative to the adjournment 
of the present session of the General Assembly; also,

That the Senate adhere to its disagreement to the amendments 
made by the House, to

Senate file, No. 16, A h A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie, 
and other counties;

And ask a conference, and have appointed M essrs Sanford and 
Bradley managers thereat.

Also, that the Senate have disagreed to the fourth, and concurred 
in the second amendment made by the House to

Senate file, No. 57, A n A ct for laying out and establishing cer
tain State roads therein named;

Also, that the Senate have disagreed to the amendments made by 
the House to

Senate file, No. 19, A n A ct concerning justices of the peace.
I  herewith return to the House, in which they originated,
An Act to lay out and establish a State road in Washington and 

Jefferson counties;
A n A ct to provide for finishing the public buildings in Washing

ton county; and
A n A ct to continue the territorial road from De W itt to Lyons, 

across an out-lot in the town of Lyons.
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate; 
And then he withdrew.

Senate file, No. 36, A n Act to provide for the election of an A t
torney General, and to define his duties;

Was read a second time, when
M r Sells moved to amend the same by striking out all after the 

word “ be,” in the second line of the first section, to the word “one” 
in the third line of the same section, and by inserting the words 
“ elected by the joint vote of the Senate and House of Representa
tives.”

M r Day moved to amend the amendment, by substituting the fol
lowing, “ elected by the qualified electors of this State, at the next 
general election.”

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Day then moved to amend the bill, by striking out all after 

the enacting clause.
And,the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?
There appeared, j

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Green, Hardy,
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Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M 'Pherrin , Mon
tague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, 

King, M 'M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Upde- 
graff, Whitmore, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
The House being equally divided, the amendment was lost.
M r Leffingwell moved to postpone the .consideration of the bill 

until the first day of June next;
And the question being put,
t • • ( yccis 1.5I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays 215
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M 'Pherrin , Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smith of' Mahaska and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Matson, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rath
bun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, W right 
and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien and Steele;
And M r Baker not voting.

- So the motion was disagreed to . .
M r Bowie moved that the bill be read a third time to-morrow ;
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, j Nays d s '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell, Green, Hebard, Holland, King, Matson, Montague, M or
ton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, 
W right and Speaker Browrne.

Those wTho voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smith of Mahaska and Willoughby.

Absent and sick, M essrs O’Brien and Steele;
And so it was
Ordered, That the said bill be read a third time to-morrowT.
Senate file, No. 32, A n Act to provide for the election of United 

Senators and other officers,
Was read a second time, when
M r Sells moved to lay the bill on the table, subject to the order 

of the House;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.

On motion of M r Lyons,
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O rdered, T hat the said bill he read .a th ird  tim e to-morrow.
O n motion of M r M atson,

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the H ouse 
(N o . 5 2 ,) A  Bill for an act to provide fo r the management and dis
position of the school funds.

T he question being, W ill the H ouse concur in  the amendments 
of the committee on Schools-to w hich the same was referred?

A nd the question being stated,
A nd pending which,

O n motion of M r M atson,
O rdered, T hat the said amendments be considered separately.
T he said amendments w ere  then  severally read, considered, and 

concurred in; after which,
M r W hitm ore moved to fu rther amend the bill, by strik ing out the 

w ords “ or otherw ise” in the fourth line of the 22d section.
W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r D ay moved to fu rther amend, by strik ing out after the w ord 

“ that” in the first line of the 1st section, to the w ord “ w ith” inclu
sive, in  the second line of the same section.

A nd the question being put,
c Y eas 12

It  w as decided in  the negative,  ̂ N ays__*>3

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Clifton, Cochran, D ay, H ardy , Leffingwell, Lyons, Sells, 

Smyth of L inn, W illiams, W illoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.
Those w ho voted in  the negative, are '
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Comstock, 

G oodrell, G reen, H ebard, Holland, K ing, K insm an, Leech, M atson, 
M 'M anus , M ‘P herrin , M ontague, M orton, Olmstead, Ralhbun, 
Sm ith of M ahaska, U pdegrafLand W hitmore.

So the amendment was disagreed to.
M r Sells moved to fu rther amend, by strik ing out the w ords “ six 

per cen t.”  w herever they occur in  the bill, and inserting  the w ords 
“ nine per cen t.”  in lieu thereof.

A nd the question being put,

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, $ at6^ '’ ( N ays— 10.
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs B aker, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, .Clifton, Cochran, Day, 

G oodrell, H ardy , H ebard, H olland, Leffingwell, M ‘M an u s ,M ‘P her- 
rin , M orton, R athbun, Sells, Smyth of L inn, W illiams and Speaker 
B row ne.

Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, Comstock, G reen, K ing, Kinsm an, 

L eech, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, Reynold’s, Smith of M ahaska, 
U pdegrafi, W hitm ore, W illoughby and W right.

M r Sells moved to fu rther amend by strik ing out all after the 
w ord “ h e ir” in  the fourth line of section 1,
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Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Sells moved to further amend the same by inserting after the 

word “thereof” in the tenth line of section 25, the words “at two 
dollars per acre;”

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Smith of Mahaska moved to further amend, by striking out 

the words “ of purchasers” in the first line of the 26th section, and 
inserting the words “ or any part of the rights of purchasers, not 
less than eighty acres,” after the word “ right,”

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Sells moved to further amend the bill by adding the follow

ing, as section twenty-nine,
“ Sec. 29. That in order to make the location of the five hundred 

thousand acres of land equal in the several counties in this State, 
it shall be the duty of the State Superintendent to notify the county 
Superintendent of each county in the State, the amount of land their 
county is entitled to, apportioning said land equal in quantity, in the 
several counties; Provided, however, that if  there should not be va
cant land in any county of the State, which the county Superintend
ent should think, would make a good and safe investment of said 
fund, it shall be the county Superintendent’s duty to immediately 
notify the State Superintendent of the fact, and he shall thereupon 
apportion said land and give notice as above.”

The said amendment was read,
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto?
And pending which, and 
A fter debate,

On motion of M r Blair,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

The Speaker announced as first in order the bill of the House, 
(N o. 52 ,) A  Bill for an act to provide for the management and dis
position of the school fund, which was pending when the House 
adjourned;

And the question was stated to he upon agreeing to the amend
ment proposed by M r Sells, and which was pending when the 
House adjourned,

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the. affirmative.
And the said section, (No. 29 ,) incorporated in the bill accord

ingly-
A motion was then made by M r Sells to further amend by ad

ding the following as section thirty, to wit:
“ That if  said land should not be selected within one year after 

notice has been given to the county Superintendent, then it shall be 
the duty of the State Superintendent to order said land to be select
ed in any portion of the State'.

The said amendment was read,
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And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the section incorporated in the hill accordingly,
After which,

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
I t was
Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed for a third reading on 

to-morrow.
The report of the select committee appointed to investigate the 

charge of attempted bribery, being the order of the day, was then 
taken up and the report read, and the reading of the evidence con
tinued, and after some progress made therein;

On motion of M r M 'Pherrin,
Ordered, That the further reading of the evidence be dispensed 

with, when
M r Morton moved that the report be concurred in, and that the 

evidence be spread in full upon the Journals;
And the question was stated, W ill the House agree thereto? and 
A fter debate,
The question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in.
[F o r the evidence see Appendix.]

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 24, An A ct to incorporate and establish the city 
of Du Buque in the- county of Du Buque ;

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith return
H. R. file, No. 92, A n Act to relocate a part of a Territorial road 

from Fairfield to the Indian Boundary;
The same having passed the Senate without amendment;

And then he withdrew.

M r Cochran from the Select Committee to whom the same was re 
ferred made the following report:

The Committee to whom was referred,
H. R. file, No. 94, A  Bill for an act to Incorporate the City of 

Keokuk, have had the same under consideration and have instruct
ed me to report the same with sundry amendments:

H . R. file, No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 
estrays, being the order of the day was considered in Committee of 
the whole House, M r Comstock in the Chair;-

After.some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the same with sundry amendments,

Which w ere concurred in;
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H. R. file, No. 35, A  Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled Arc 
Act providing for and regulating general elections,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Comstock,

The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time, pass
ed and its title agreed to:

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said Bill.

H . R. file, No. 15, A  Bill to regulate elections, and preserve the 
purity thereof,

Was read a second time, when
M r Leffingwell moved that the 42d rule be suspended, and the1 

bill be read a third time now;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved to amend the bill by striking out the seventh 

division of the second section, and inserting the following in lieu 
thereof:

“ 7th. The place of the residence of a man’s family shall be con
sidered the place of his residence; provided the same be within 
the limits of this State;”

W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran then moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

word “ does,” and inserting the word “ transacts” in lieu thereof. 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Morton moved to amend the bill by inserting in  the second 

line of the tenth section, the words “other than the county of which 
he is a resident;”

W hich motion was put and disagreed to, when 
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

H . R. file, No. 98, A  Bill for an act to require certain officers to 
hold their offices at the county seats of their respective counties, 

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Kinsman,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor
row.

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the amend
ments made by the select committee to which the same was refer
red, to

Senate file, No. 20, A n Act prescribing the general duties of A u
ditor of State;

The said amendments were read, considered, and severally con
curred in by the House, when

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass

ed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Lyons moved to reconsider the vote had on the resolution
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relative to  allowing the members and officers of the H ouse to ; oc
cupy the same;

W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to, w hen,
O n motion of M r Lyons,

T he said resolution was laid on th e  table. 1 
O n motion of M r Cochran,

H . R . file, No. 79, A  B ill ,for an act to authorize L . E . H . H ough
ton to establish and keep a  ferry  across the M ississippi river at 
K eokuk,

W as taken from the table, and read a  th ird  tim e, :
' A nd  the question being pu t, Shall i t  pass?

I t  w as decided in  the negative, j N a y s ~  22

; T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers, ,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, Cochran, H ebard, M 'M anus, Sells, Steele, 

W illiams and Speaker B row ne.
Those who voted in  the negative, a re
M essrs B aker, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, D ay, 

G reen, H ardy, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, 
M ‘P herrin , M ontague, R athbun, R eynolds, Sm yth of L inn , U pde- 
graff, W illoughby and W righ t. ' : ; :

M essrs Goodrell, H olland, K ing, Comstock, Morton,: O ’B rien, 
Olmstead and W hitm ore, being excused, did not vote. : 7 i 

So the said bill was rejected. ' r  ■ d !

Senate file, N o. 70, A  Bill for an act to incorporate the city of 
Farm ington, in  V an B uren county, Iow a, '

W as read a second tim e, and , : ; ; , •
• ■ ■ O n motion of M r  H ardy , ;

O rdered, To be referred  to the delegation from V an B uren  coun
ty . '

H . R . file, N o. 90, A n  A c t to authorize H . H . R ichie, Thomas 
Botts and A ndrew  Jones, to convey certain real estate therein  nam
ed; ‘

H . R . file, N o. 93, A n  A ct for extending the pow ers of the 
Board of County Commissioners in  regard  to licensing and regu lat
ing ferries. • . . ■

H . R . file, N o. 96, A n  A ct to  amend an act entitled A n  A c t to 
provide for the collection of demands against boats am bvesse ls; ap 
proved D ec. 20th, 1838. , .

H . R . file, N o. 76, A n  A c t to lay out and establish a State road 
from  Iow a city to F o rt Desmoines, in  Polk  county. . .

W ere  severally read a th ird  tim e, passed and their t i t le s  agreed 
to. . • , r  7  ,  ■ :  ■

O rdered, T h a t the C hief C lerk  req u es t;th e . concurrence, of the 
Senate,in  the said bills. , 7 . ,  , , . . ..

T he report of the Committee on In ternal Im provem ents in  re la
tion to the; petition of the citizens of H enry  county, praying th e  
passage of an act requiring  all section lines to be kep t open, ,

Being the order of the day,
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Was read and the report concurred in by the House and the 
committee discharged.

M r Hebard from the Committee oh Ways and Means (by leave) 
reported.

H . R. file, No. 102, A  Rill for an A ct to regulate interest. 
W hich was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Sells,
The 42nd rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time, 

when,
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
then,

On motion of M r Anderson,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 9 o’clock, A. M . to-morrow.

Friday Morning, February 12th, 1847.

M r .Whitmore presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
counties of Keokuk, Jefferson and Van Buren, praying for the lo
cation of a State road from Lancaster in Keokuk county, to Iowa- 
ville in Van Buren county, -

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Whitmore,

Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of one.
M r Whitmore was appointed said committee.
M r Montague presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van 

Buren and Davis counties, praying for the location of a State road 
from Portland in Van Buren county, to Bloomfield in Davis county; 

Which was read, and <
On motion of M r Montague,

Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from Van Buren and 
Davis counties.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of the coun
ties of Du Buque, Cedar, Linn and Jones, praying for the passage 
of an act to levy a tax in said counties for the purpose of complet
ing certain bridges therein named;

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from the counties of 
Du Buque, Cedar, L inn and Jones.

M r Bowie from the committee on the Judiciary, to which was 
referred the bill of the House, (N o. 45,) A  Bill for an act amenda
tory of an act, entitled An Act, concerning costs and fees, approved 
Feb. 11th, 1843, reported the same with amendments.

M r Bowie from the committee on the Judiciary to which was re
ferred the petition of the citizens of Monroe county, praying the
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passage of a law legalizing the acts of the Justices of the Peace of 
said county; reported 1

H . R. file, No. 103, A  Bill for an act to legalize the official acts 
of the Justices of the Peace of Monroe county;

W hich was read a first time.
M r M ‘Manus presented a claim of Alfred Sanders against the 

State of Iowa;
W hich was read, and

On motion of M r M ‘Manus,
Ordered, To be referred to the committee on claims.
M r M 'Pherrift from the committee on claims to which was re

ferred sundry petitions of citizens of Iowa, praying for the passage 
of an act to indemnify them for services rendered in the difficulties 
between Iowa and M issouri in relation to the southern boundary of 
Iowa, reported

H . R. file, No. 104, A  Bill to provide for the payment of expen
ses growing out of a call for a posse in 1839, to prevent the exer
cise of a foreign jurisdiction within the limits of Iowa Territory;

Which was read a first time.
M r Day, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 

have examined,
H . R . file, No. 37, A n A ct to provide for the management of 

the State Library, and the election of a librarian.
H . R. file, No. 29, A n A ct providing that the legal voters in 

each township, determine at the township election, whether the 
County Commissioners shall grant license for retailing intoxicating 
liquors in their respective counties or not.

H . R. file, No. 27, A n A ct to provide for the navigation of Skunk 
river.

H . R. file, No 83, A n A ct to vacate the Public Square in the 
town of W est Point, in Lee county,

And find them correctly enrolled.
Also, That they have on this day, presented to the Governor for 

his approval,
A n A ct to continue the Territorial road from De Witt, to Lyons 

across an out lot in the town of Lyons;
An A ct to lay out and establish a State road in the counties of 

Washington aiid Jefferson.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Anderson moved the following resolution:
W hich was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That the committee on claims be instructed to collect 

and report the incidental and other expenses of this General A s
sembly, to this House, at as early a day as practicable.

M r King moved the following:
W hereas, on or about the 15th of January.1847, there were some 

resolutions referred to the committee on M ilitary Affairs, relative 
to the Mexican war, and whereas, on the 7th inst., there was a res
olution passed this House instructing the aforesaid committee to re-
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port on the 10th inst., or as soon as practicable, which they have 
failed to do, therefore

Resolved, That said committee be instructed and required to re
port forthwith, or otherwise, that the minority of the committee1 be 
allowed, and instructed to report; " <;
’ W hich was read, when ■

M r Olmstead moved to lay the same on the table,
And the question being put, ’ ■

c Y c a s ^ I5
It was decided in the negative, ; f Nays—17'
The yeas and naysibeing desired by two members,
Those who voted in the,affirmative, are ^ .
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Leech, 

Lyons, Matson, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are . .
' M essrs Anderson,,Cochran, Gomstock, Goodrell, King, Leffing- 

, well, MfManus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of M a
haska, Steele, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby and, W right.

, So the motion of M r Olmstead was disagreed to. .
M r Olmstead moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 

words “ forthwith” and insert the words “ as soon as practicable:” 
W hich motion was put and agreed to. ' : ■ 1
The question recurred, Shall it pass P . . ' ’

, And being put, - , ‘ ;
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution was passed as amended.
M r Lyons in pursuance of previous notice asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced,
H . R. file, No.' 105, A  Bill for an act to subject real estate to the 

payment of debts created by improving the same:
Which was read a first time, and . , ■ :

On motion o fM r Lyons;1 • ’
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House, b , , '
M r Cochran in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 106, A  Bill for an act to establish the rights of 

M arried Women, 1
Which was read a first time. ' ' '
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re 

ported on yesterday by the select committee to which the same was 
referred to the Bill of the House (No. 94,) A  Bill for an act to in - 

' corporate the City of Keokuk: ' ■ ; .
The said amendments were read,- ■
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ? 
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was-concurred in and the said amendments in

corporated in the bill accordingly;
A fter which,
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O n motion of M r Reynolds, ' ' .
Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended and that the said bill be 

read a third time now,
The Bill was accordingly read a third time, passed, and its title 

agreed to. ■
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Se

nate therein.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the report , of the 

minority of the committee on Elections recommending the rejection 
of the bill of the House (No. 89,) A  Bill for an act to provide for 
the expression of the people of the State of Iowa, upon the subject 
of the amendment of the Constitution;

The said report was read, and
The question being put, Shall the said Bill be rejected ?

. c Yeas 17
I t was decided in the negative, j Nays 21
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, . ' . . ;
Those who voted in the affirmative, are •
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Lcffingweil, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Wliitmore, and Willoughby. , .

Those who voted in the negative, are ,
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell,:Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, 
Rathbun, Sells, Smith, of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, 
W right, and Speaker Browne. .

So the said report was disagreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, when 
M r Day moved to amend the Bill by adding the following section 

to come in as section twelve, .
“ Section 12. The Judges of election shall enquire of each elec

tor, when he votes for or against a Convention, if he is in favor’of 
having the Judges of the Supreme Court elected by the people, and 
enter upon the Poll Book, each elector’s vote.”

The said amendment was read,
And the question being put, ■
I t  was decided in the negative.
A fter which,

On motion of M r Sells, ,
, Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-mor

row.'
H . R. file, No. 99, A  Bill for an act to hold the District Court, in 

and for the county of Benton, at such place as the commissioners 
may d irect;

Was read a secondtim e, and ,
On motion of M r Morton, '  ’ , ; •

T he 42d rule was suspended and the bill read a third time, pass
ed and its title agreed to. ,

Ordered, T hat the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill. 1 , - , ■ , ;
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H . R. file, No. 100, A Bill for an act amendatory of A n Act con
cerning wills and’adm inistrators; approved February 13th, 1843; 

Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 101, A  Bill for an act to incorporate the trustees 

of Iowa College;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Comstock,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 

passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R. file, No. 97, A  Bill for an act incorporating towns.
Being the order of the day, on its second reading,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 

House, for the consideration of the said Bill, and,
A lter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r Goodrell reported that the committee 
had, according to order, had the said bill of the House (No. 97): 
under consideration, and had directed him to report the same with 
one amendment.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,
The question being, W ill the House concur in the said amend

ment?
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendment was concurred in.
A  motion was then made by M r Bonham to further amend the 

bill, by adding the following proviso to the first section:
Provided, That the population of such towns does not exceed 

five hundred inhabitants;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative,
A nd the bill amended accordingly.
M r Baker moved to further amend the bill, by adding the follow

ing as section twenty-six:
“ Section 26, That in all towns incorporated under the provisions 

of this act, situate upon navigable streams, who shall charge wharf
age, such corporation shall be liable for all damages sustained by 
reason of their said w harf being kept in bad'condition.”

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
M r Smith of Mahaska, moved to further amend the bill, by ad

ding the following proviso to the said section (N o. 26):
“ Provided, That no boats shall bo charged wharfage for landing 

opposite any incorporated town, if  they do not take in or discharge 
some cargo, or lay more than one day;”

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
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The said amendments w ere then incorporated in the bill.
H . R. file, No. 88, A  Bill for an act providing for levying'and 

collecting revenue for State and county purposes;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, To be committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 

for Tuesday next.
Senate file, No. 32, A n A ct to provide for the election of United 

States Senators, and other officers;
Was read a third time,
And after debate, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, To be referred to the Committee on Elections, w ith in

structions to report to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 36, A n A ct to provide for the election of an A t

torney General of State, and to define his duties,
Was read a third time.
And the question being put, Shall the bill pass?

I t was decided in the negative. |  Nays—-SH
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, Green, H e- 

bard, Matson, Morton, Rathbun, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, 
and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Hardy, 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Mon
tague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Whitmore, W il
loughby and W right. ,

Absent, M essrs Holland, King and Williams.
Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the said bill passed in the negative.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk inform the Senate thereof.
H. R . file, No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 

estrays,
Was read a third time;
And the question being put, Shall it pass?
And pending which,
And after debate,

On motion of M r Bailey,
Ordered, That the said bill be recommitted to the committee on 

Agriculture.
A  motion was made by M r Smyth of Linn to reconsider the vote 

^had on yesterday, agreeing to the amendments proposed by M r 
Sells, to the bill of the House, (No. 52 ,) A.BiU for an act to pro- 

■ vide for the management and disposition of the school funds, to wit: 
Sections 29 and 30;

And the question being put, viz: Shall the said vote agreeing to 
the said amendments to the said bill, be reconsidered? .
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I t  w as decided in  the affirmative.
. So the said vote Was reconsidered; ! . . . .

A nd the question recu rred ,.W ill the H ouse agree there to?
A nd the question being put, .
I t  was decided in  the negative.

. So th e 1 said amendments, to w it: Sections 29 and 30, w ere  r e 
jected .

A nd then,’
O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn ,

O rdered, T hat the said bill be engrossed for a th ird  reading for 
to-m orrow .

A fte r w hich, . . , ~
On motion o f M r Olmstead,

O rdered, T hat th e  H ouse adjourn until 9  o’clock, A . M ., to
m orrow . '

Saturday Morning, February 13th, 1847.

M r M orton presented the rem onstrance o f sundry  citizens of 
H en ry  county, rem onstrating against any alteration of the T e rrito r i
al road leading’from F o rt M adison to M ount Pleasant.

'O n  motion of M r M orton, . ‘ .
O rdered, T hat the reading be dispensed w ith and that th e  same 

bp laid on the table subject to the order of the H ouse.
’ M r G oodrell gave notice of a motion; for leave to introduce ”  . .
■ A  Bill making appropriations for the years 1847 and 1848.

M r Olmstead gave notice of a motion for leave to  introduce 
A  Bill to legalize the acts of Charles W . H obbs,’ County Com

m issioners’ C lerk, and R ecorder of D elaw are county.
M r Bonham gave notice of a  motion for leave to introduce 
A  Bill to establish a State road from the Raccoon F o rks of the 

D es M oines river to M ‘G regor’s Landing on the M ississippi riv e r, 
opposite P ra irie  D u Chein.

M r M orton, from the committee on Tow nship and County O rga
nization, to w hich w as referred  the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 7 8 ,) 
and (N o . 6 0 ,) and the bill of the Senate, ( N o . . 6 1 ,) subm itted the 
following report;

W hich was read, and rem ains w ith  the orders of the day for to
m orrow . '  '

T he committee o n ; Tow nship  and County Organization, to whom 
w as referred  the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 6 0 ,)  A  Bill for an act to 
provide for a County C ourt in  each organized county in  the State 
and the Bill of the H ouse, (N o . 7 3 ,) A  Bill for an act to provide f o r .  
the assessm ent of Tow nship, CoUnty and State R ev en u e ,: 1 :t »'• 

H ave had said bills under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report them to the H ouse, and recommend their indefinite 
postponement. ■ i; ■ : ■ ■ • - ■

T he committee have also had Under consideration the bill of the
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Senate (N o. 61) entitled A n A ct authorizing County Commission
ers to lay off their counties into County Commissioners Districts, 

And have instructed me to report the same with the following 
amendment:

Strike out the “ third section of the bill.”
M r Cochran, from the select committee, to which was referred 

the petition of citizens of Fort Madison, praying for the repeal of 
their city charter, reported:

H . R. file, No. 107, A Bill for an act to repeal the charter of 
Fort Madison ;

Which was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Cochran,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a  second and 
third time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
that they have examined

H . R. file, No. 15, A  Bill for an act to regulate elections, and 
preserve the purity thereof;

H. R. file, No. 89, A  Bill for an act to provide for the expression 
of the people of the State of Iowa, upon the subject of the amend
ment of the Constitution.

H . R. file, No. 98, A  Bill for an act to require certain Officers 
to hold their offices at the County Seats of their respective. Counties.

H. R . file, No. 100, A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act concern
ing W ills and Administrators, Approved February, 13th, 1843; and 

H . R. file, No. 52, A  Bill for an act to provide for the manage
ment and disposition of the School F und :

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Hardy from the select committee to which was referred, the 

Bill of the Senate, (N o. 70,) entitled A n A ct to incorporate the 
City of Farmington in Van Buren County, Iowa, reported the same 
with the following amendments,

1st, Section 3, line the 8th, insert after the word “ require,” the 
words “by the board of Aldermen in such manner as to divide the 
number of voters in the different wards as nearly equal as possible.”

2. Section 5th, Strike out in line one, two and three, from the 
word “ by” to the word “year” and insert “ for the term of one year 
by the qualified electors of that ward of the city in which they re
side.”

3. Section 12, line 16, after the word “market” insert the follow
ing: “ Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent any person from selling the products of their farms in such 
quantities as they may deem proper.”

Strike out “ section 13,” and insert in lieu thereof,
“ That the said corporation shall be subject to the laWs of this 

State regulating grocery license. •
M r Goodrell in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced > ;
38
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H . R. file, No. 108, A  Bill to amend an act for the prevention of 
immoral practices;

W hich was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second time, 
when

M r Leffingwell moved to indefinitely postpone the bill,
And the question being put, Shall the bill be indefinitely post- 

poned ?
f  Y o n s  1 R

I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays__17'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Holland, Kinsman, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Up- 
degraff, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Goodrell, King, 

Leech, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, 
Steele, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent, M essrs Hebard, Clifton and Reynolds.
Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the. said motion was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to amend the bill by adding after the word 

“ labor,” in the sixth line, the words “ or preaching for pay.” 
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Leffingwell, that the House re

solve itself into the committee of the whole House, for the conside
ration of the said bill.

And after debate,
The question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
The House accordingly resolved itself into the committee of the 

Whole House, for the consideration of the said bill, and
After some time spent therein, the committee ro se ; M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r Olmstead reported, that the committee 
had according to order, had the said bill under consideration and 
had directed him to report the same with one amendment.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said b ill;

The question being, Will the House concur therein?
And the question being put,

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays .15*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, 

Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, Leech, M ‘M a-
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nus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, W il
liams, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the said amendment was concurred in.
A  motion was made by Mr Bonham, to further amend the bill by 

adding the following proviso:
Provided, That members of the first General Assembly of the 

State of Iowa, who shall be convicted of any of the offences herein 
enumerated, shall, in addition to the fine herein imposed, be im
prisoned iii the county jail not exceeding twenty days at the dis
cretion of the court. .

The said amendment was read;
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 
And pending which,
And after debate,
The question being put,

• c y cdc X 5
It was decided in the negative, j N ays 17'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, King, Kinsman, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Whit
more and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Good- 

rell, Leech, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent, M essrs Hebard, Holland, Comstock, Morton and Smyth 
of Linn.

Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved to further amend the bill by striking out the 

word “shall,” in the second line of the first section, and by insert
ing the same after the W'ord “years,” in the third line,

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Cochran moved to further amend by adding the following: 
Section 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and af

ter its passage;
Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Day moved to further amend the bill by adding the following, 

to come in as the fifth section:
Section 5. That if  any officer, magistrate, or other person, whose 

duty it is made to carry out the provisions of this act or to enter 
complaint for violation of the same, shall refuse or neglect to perform 
the duties required by this act, he or they shall be liable to all its 
penalties, and shall also be ineligible to any civil office in this State.

Mr Goodrell moved to amend the amendment by striking out all 
after the word “ penalties;” 1 '

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
The question recurred on the original motion;
W hich was put 'and agreed to.
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M r Bonham moved to lay the bill on the table until Monday 
next;

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Clifton moved to refer the bill to the committee on Township 

and County Organization;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Lyons moved to suspend the 42d rule, and that the bill be 

read a third time now;
Which motion was put and agreed to, ' .
And the bill accordingly read a third time.
And the question being put, Shall the bill pass?

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays 15*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Goodrell, King, Leech, 

M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne. .

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Baker, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hit
more and Willoughby.

Absent, Messrs Clifton, Comstock, Hebard, Holland and Smyth 
of Linn.

Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the bill passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bills.
M r Sells, from the committee on Elections, to which was refer

red the bill of the Senate, (No. 32,) entitled An Act to provide for 
the election of United States Senators, and other officers,

Reported the same with the following amendment, to wit:
Strike out section two, and insert in lieu thereof as follows:
The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be ex-officio 

President of the.Convention.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the Bill of the 

House (N o. 45,) A  Bill for an act amendatory of “ A n A ct con
cerning costs and fees,” approved February 11, 1843.

The question being, Will the House concur in the amendments re 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary?
• And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein?

And pending which,
A  motion was made by M r Cochran to recommit the bill to the 

committee on the Judiciary.
. Which motion was put and disagreed to.

The question recurred,
And pending which, ... ■
And after debate, , ■

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the Bill and amendments be referred to a select 

committee of three.
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The Speaker appointed M essrs Cochran, Morton and Leffing- 
well said committee.

H . R. file, No. 104, A B ill for an act to .provide for the payment of 
the expense of a posse to prevent the exercise of a foreign jurisdic
tion within the limits of the Territory of Iowa in 1839;

Was read a second time, and .
On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,

Ordered, To be committed to a committee of the whole House fdr 
Monday next.

H. R. file, No. 106, A  Bill for an act to establish the rights of 
married women;

Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading on Monday.
H. R. file, No. 103, A Bill for an act to legalize the acts of the 

Justices of the Peace of Monroe county; ■
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Anderson,
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading on Monday.
H . R. file, No. 97, A  Bill for an act Incorporating Towns,
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 15, A  Bill for an act to regulate elections and 

preserve the purity thereof,
Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bills.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M a  SrEAKEa:

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 44, A n A ct to provide for the appointment of' 
Commissioners to draft, revise and arrange a code of laws.

Senate file, No. 63, A n A ct to provide for the location of th e . 
Seat of Government of the State of Iowa, and for the selection of 
land granted by Congress to aid in the erection of Public Buildings.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution concerning the taking effect 
of Acts public and private;

Senate file, No. 72, An Act requiring the County Commission
ers of the county of Des Moines, to purchase land upon which to 
locate a farm for the use of the poor of said county; and

Senate file, No. 77, A n Act to lacate and establish a State road, 
from Woods’ M ill in Van Buren county, to Bloomfield in Davis 
county; also, with amendments,

H . R. file, No. 76, An Act to lay out and establish a State road 
from Iowa City, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county;

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested;
Also, without amendment,
II. R. file, No. 81, A n A ct to establish a State road therein nam

ed.



302 JO U R N A L  O F T H E

And have agreed to the House Resolution fixing a day, for the 
adjournment of the present session of the General Assembly,

And the amendments made by the House to 
Senate file, No. 20, An Act prescribing the general duties of A u

ditor of State;
And have indefinitely postponed,
H. R. file, No. 80, A n Act dispensing with proof in certain cases; 
I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct regulating the election of D istrict Judges;
A n Act for the organization of the county of Dallas;
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled;
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled Acts.
And then

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until Monday morning, 9 

o’clock, A. M.

Monday Morning, February IMi, 1847.

M r Cochran moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered and disagreed to:

Resolved, That this House hold evening sessions from and after 
Monday inst. Said evening sessions to commence at half past six 
o’clock, P. M. _

M r Whitmore, from the select committee, to which was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Keokuk, Jefferson and Van Buren 
counties, in relation hereto, reported:

H. R. file, No. 109, A  Bill for an act to establish a State road 
from Iowaville to Lancaster, by the way of Creaseville.

The said bill was read a first time.
M r Olmstead, from the Standing Committee on the Militia, to 

which was referred the joint resolutions of the Senate (No. 6 ) en
titled Joint Resolutions relative to the Mexican war, submitted the 
following report—

The Committee on the Militia, to whom was referred the joint 
resolutions of the Senate, relative to the Mexican war, have had 
the same under consideration, and respectfully report:

That it has been usual and customary for the States to pass reso
lutions of the character of those submitted to your committee when
ever the calamity of war has overtaken the pacific policy and gene
rous forbearance of our government. During the late war with 
England, a large majority of the States manifested their noble con
fidence in, and presented their encouraging approbation of the Gene
ral Government by similar resolutions; those states which refused 
this patriotic expression of opinion, were charged at the time with
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a  sym pathy for, and an ambition to favor the cause of the enemy 
rather than that of their own country, w hich charge lapse of tim e 
has almost ripened into an established conclusion.

T he presen t w ar w ith  M exico has been declared by the same 
constitutional authorities w hich declared w ar w ith  G reat B ritain in  
1812. T he constituted authorities have decided that the honor and 
in tegrity  of the country demanded an appeal to arm s, the duty of the 
States and the citizens is plain, Iow a ought not to hold out an en
couraging indifference to the enemyr.

I f  she cannot pu t forth the stalw art arm , the avengers steel, she 
can raise her voice, and encourage and animate the brave officers 
and soldiers as they pass the mountain defiles, or storm the ram
parts of the enemy; she can give evidence of a noble and patriotic 
devotion to their country and its cause; w ell then, can she withhold 
such an expression of opinion, such an evidence of h e r patriotism , 
ju s t  assum ing her position and forming h e r character as a State of 
the confederacy, shall her first act be one of traitorous apathy to the 
honor and integrity  of the G eneral Governm ent.

T he causes and provocations w hich forced the U nited  States into 
this w ar, are too w ell know n to requ ire  recapitulation.

A  desire to do justice  to the cause of our country, is all that is 
necessary to convince the most scrupulous advocate for peace th a t 
it  was an act of dire necessity, emphatically of self-defence. M exi
co had violated, in a most wanton m anner, her sacr'ed treaties. She 
had m urdered, robbed and im prisoned our citizens. H e rtre a c h e ry  
w as equalled only by her im pudent pretentions and faithless p ro
m ises. H er pleadings of reform  and indem nity w ere  only a har
b inger of new  and additional insults and in juries. O ur commerce 
entered her ports trem bling w ith apprehension. O ur citizens trod 
upon her soil in dread of the assassin and robber. Solemn treaties 
and plighted faith w ere bu t sirens that deluded bu t to destroy. A ll 
these and more indignities w ere  borne by our Governm ent, and the 
olive branch of peace, and the m essenger to negotiate, was sent 
to her capitol. T hese she again and again refused to receive. T he 
arm y of the U nited States, occupying the territo ry  under the law s 
and jurisd iction  of Congress— territo ry  w hich had not been in the 
possession of M exico since the defeat of Santa A nna, on the g lori
ous field of San Jacinto— was attacked by the M exican forces, and 
the only recourse left was to ingloriously yield A m erican soil to the 
foul and polluting footsteps of the m ercenary M exican soldiery, or 
repel the invading arm y. <

A s early as 1836, Texas declared h erse lf independent of M exico; 
established a separate governm ent, and in M arch, 1836, fixed the 
left bank of the Rio G rande as her south w estern  boundary. In  
1837 the U nited States acknowledged her independence and sove
reignty by a treaty and other acts of recognition. Since that time. 
Texas has established hers elf in  the exercise of every, attribute and the 
adherence to every duty pertaining to a sovereign and independent 
state. H e r capacities and pow er had ceased to he questioned. O n 
the 29th of Decem ber 1845, by the jo in t act of her Governm ent and 
that of ours, she was annexed as a state to our confederacy. T he
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Rio Grande was the boundary. The laws of the United States, 
w ere extended to the left bank of the Rio Grande. Our Govern
ment claimed allegiance of all the inhabitants and promised them 
protection. The act of annexation substituted the Government of 
the United States for that of Texas. It became the duty of the 
United States to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrec
tion and repel invasion, within the limits of Texas. Law had alrea
dy defined her boundaries, yet they had not been established by trea
ty. In the act of annexation Congress had reserved the right to 
conclude the boundaries of the state by treaty with Mexico. For 
this purpose our Government sent a M inister to that of Mexico, 
but she refused to negotiate except at the cannon’s mouth. W ith
out giving us the notice by an open declaration of war, she march
ed her armies into Texas and the horrors of war commenced by 
rapine and murder. O ur small, hut gallant Army, met the ruthless 
invader at the fields of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and the 
glorious flag of our country triumphantly waved o’er the banks of 
the Rio Grande.

In reviewing the causes and provocation that preceded this war 
your Committee can with difficulty restrain themselves from de
nouncing its opposers with epithets of condemnation if  not of accu
sation of crime. When an Iowa Legislature, in  view of all the facts 
connected with the Mexican war, can denounce their own Govern
ment as being engaged in an unjust, uncalled for and cruel war, we 
can only look for and find a parallel in the history of our revolution
ary struggle.
- A t that time, our treaty with France had enemies who had their 

houses on American soil. The generous conduct of France was 
condemned by American citizens. But your committee, and the 
party to which they belong, are not alone in these denunciations of 
Mexico, and her partizans in the United States. Hear the voice of 
the great embodiment of Whiggery: H e n r y  C l a y , in his reply to
a complimentary toast given him at the Pilgrim Dinner at New Or
leans, on the 22d ult., he says, “But although leading a life of re
tirement, I  am not altogether unobservant of the proceedings relat
ing to the condition, welfare and prospects of our country; and when 
I  saw around me to-night, Gen. Brooke and other old friends, I  felt 
half inclined to ask for some little nook or corner in the army, in 
which I might serve in avenging the wrongs of my country. I  
have thought I  might yet be able to capture or slay a Mexican. I 
shall not be able, however, to do so this year; but hope that success 
Will still crown our gallant arms, and the war terminate in an hon
orable peace.” These sentiments were received with shouts of ap
plause; by an assembled multitude of patriotic hearts, but find but 
little sympathy in the hearts of his adherents in this House.

But again—an eminent Whig in the State of New Hampshire, 
writes as follows: “ The Administration at Washington, had done
everything in its power, consistent with the national honor, to avoid 
a collision, and when at last a blow was struck, it was only in self- 
defence. I  repeat it; the war was commenced by M exico , by in 
vading American soil, and shedding American blood. Yet, there
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are men in this country— men occupying high places, too, so lost to 
patriotism—-so destitute of American feeling and American sympa
thies, as not only to become the apologists o f Mexico, but who de
nounce their own government as waging against Mexico an unjust, 
uncalled for, and cruel war— a tear fo r  the extension o f  Slavery. 
W hy sir, the man who, under all the circumstances, call delibe
rately do this, must either be grossly ignorant of the causes connect
ed with this war, or he must possess a heart which can only find a 
fitting place in the bosom of a traitor to his country , his kindred , 
and his God. Let no such man be trusted.^

In  view of all these facts— for the sake of our country, and the 
friends, both political and personal, who are participating in the 
hardships and glories of the war—and in order to aid, by our coun- 
tenance* at least, in procuring for our country a speedy and honora
ble peace—your committee most heartily recommend the passage of 
these resolutions as they came from the Senate.

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report, and 
The question was stated, W ill the House concur therein?
And pending which, and 
A fter debate,
M r Goodrell moved that the report be laid on the table, subject 

to the order of the House,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?.

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays__14
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Goodrell, Hol

land, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska,- Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonhan, Clifton, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech,

. Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hit
more and Willoughby.

Absent M essrs Comstock, Hebard, King and Smyth of Linn. 
Absent and unwell, M essrs Green and O’Brien.
So the said report was laid on the table subject to the order of

the House.
M r Cochran from the committee on engrossed bills reported that 

they have examined
H. R. file, No. 106, A  Bill for an act to establish the rights of 

married women; '
And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 

have examined
H. R. file, No. 92, A n Act to relocate a part of the Territorial

road from Fairfield to the Indian boundary line; and
H . R . file, No. 81, A n Act to establish a State road therein nam

ed; .. ' ' i ' , . , ■... _ ■ .\
And find the same correctly enrolled.

39
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The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Olmstead in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced 
H. R. file, No. 110, A Bill for an act legalizing the acts of 

Charles W . Hobbs, Commissioner’s Clerk, and Recorder of Dela
ware county;

.W hich was read a first time. ■ •
M r Hardy in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced
H. R. file, 111, A  Bill defining the time of holding elections for 

State, District and County officers;
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Hardy,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed, for 

the use of the House.
M r Bonham in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced
H. R. file, No. 112, A  Bill for an act to establish a State Road 

from the Raccoon forks of the Desmoines river, to M ‘Gregor’s 
landing, on the Mississippi river, opposite Prairie Du Chein;

Which was read a first time,
■ M r Goodrell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave, and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 113, A  Bill for an act making appropriations for 

the support of a State Government, for the fiscal years of 1847 and 
1848.

The said bill was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 
the use of the House.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 01 ,) A  Bill for an act to 
establish the time of holding the District Courts in this State.

The said amendments w ere read, considered and the first and ' 
second amendments agreed to, and the third amendment disagreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the pro
ceedings of the House held herein.

On motion of M r Matson,
Ordered, That the bill of the House (N o. 52 ,) A  Bill for an act to 

provide for the management and disposition of the school fund, be 
taken from the table and read a third time now.

The said bill was accordingly read a third time, and 
The question being put, Shall it pass ?

It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays— 7^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, 

Goodrell, Hardy, Holland, King, Kinsman, Matson, M 'M anus, - 
M 'Pherrin , Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun; Reynolds,
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Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Willoughby and 
Speaker Browne. ' ,

Those who voted in the negative, are ,
M essrs Anderson, Day, Leffingwell, Lyons, Sells, Whitmore 

and W right.
Absent Messrs Comstock, Hebard, Leech and Smyth of Linn. 
Absent on account of sickness, Messrs Green and O’Brien.
So the said bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re

ported on the 13th inst., by the select committee to which the same 
was referred to the bill of the Senate (No. 70 ,) entitled An A ct to 
incorporate the City’of Farmington, Van Buren county, Iowa.

The said amendments were read, and
The question was stated, Will the House concur therein?
And pending which,

On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,
Ordered, That the said amendments be considered separately; 
The question being upon concurring in the first amendment,
Was put and disagreed to.
The question being upon concurring in the second amendment, 
Was put and disagreed to.
So the first and second amendments were disagreed to.
The question was then stated to be upon concurring in the third 

amendment, to wit:
Add the following proviso, after the word “market,” in the six

teenth line of the twelfth section:
Provided, That nothing in this act'shall be so construed as to pre

vent any person from selling the products of their farms, in such 
quantities as they may deem proper;

And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein?

It was decided in the affirmative, . j Nays-_-Lt'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Day, Hardy, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, 
Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are ;
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Goodrell, Holland, King, Mat

son, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, 
Updegraff and Willoughby.

Absent, M essrs Baker, Comstock, Hebard, Kinsman and. Smyth 
of L inn .. ,

Absent and sick, M essrs Green and O’Brien.
So the amendment was concurred in.
The question was then put upon concurring in the fourth amend

ment and agreed to; ■ •
A fter which,
M r Lyons moved to lay the bill on the table,
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W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r  M 'P h c rp n  moved that the 42d ru le  be suspended and that 

the bill be.read a th ird  time now , .
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to. .
M r Reynolds moved to ipdefinitely postpone the bill.
A nd the question being put, Shall the bill he indefinitely post

poned?

I t  was decided in  the negative, * j N a y s-  20*

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day', Hardys Kinsman, Leech, Leffing- 

w ell, Lyons, M ontague, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hitm ore and W il
loughby'. ,

Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Goodrell, H ol

land, K ing, M atson, M ‘M anus, M ‘Pherrin , M orton, R athbun, Sells, 
Smith of M ahaska, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, W righ t and Spea
k e r  B row ne.

A bsent, M essrs B aker, Comstock, H ebard and Smyth of L inn.
A bsent and sick, M essrs G reen and O ’B rien.
So the motion to indefinitely postpone rvas disagreed to.
M r Lyons then  moved to fu rther amend the bill, by adding the 

following proviso thereto.
Provided, T hat the inhabitants of said city shall not be exempted 

by' the provisions of this act from any liabilities, duties or taxes, 
w hich are, or may be imposed upon the persons or property of the 
citizens of this State by general law s.

The said amendment was read, and
A nd the question being put, W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
I t  was decided in the negative.
So the said amendment was disagreed to;
A nd then,

O n motion of M r M 'P h errin ,
I t  was
O rdered, T hat the said bill be read a th ird  time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 30, A  Bill for an act to provide for the election 

of U nited 'S tates Senators and other officers,
Being a substitute for the bill o f the H ouse of the same num ber 

and title,
A nd being reported by the standing committee on Elections w ith 

amendments, the H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the same, 
and,

T he question being put, W ill the H ouse concur there in?

I t  was decided in the affirmative, <j yy’

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Clif

ton, Goodrell, K ing, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Smith of M ahaska, Updegraff, W illiams and W right.
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T hose who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, D ay, H ardy, K insm an, L eech, Leffing- 

w ell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, Olmstead, Reynolds, W hitm ore 
and W illoughby.

A bsent, M essrs Comstock, H ebard, and Smyth of L inn. ;
A bsent and sick, M essrs G reen and O ’Brien.
E xcused , M essrs H olland, Steele and Speaker B row ne.
So the amendment was concurred in, and the bill amended accord

ing1}’!
A nd then,

O n motion of M r M orton,
O rdered, T hat the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the bill.be 

read a th ird  time now.
T he bill w as accordingly read a th ird  tim e, passed, and its title 

agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate therew ith .

A  m essage from the Senate, by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary .
M k  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives that the 
Senate insist on its amendments disagreed to by the H ouse, to the 
B ill of the H ouse, (N o . 5 1 ,) entitled A n A ct fixing the tim e of 
holding the D istric t Courts in  this State; and ask a conference and 
have appointed M essrs B row ning, Benton and Sprott, M anagers at 
the conference on the part of the Senate.

A nd  then  he w ithdrew .

On motion of M r Goodrell,
T he H ouse again proceeded to the consideration of the amend

ments of the Senate to the said B ill of the H ouse (N o . 5 1 ,) w hen 
it was,

O n motion of M r Goodrell,
Resolved, T hat the H ouse insist on its disagreem ent to.the amend

ments of the Senate to the said B ill of the H ouse (N o . 5 1 ,) A  Bill 
for an act fixing the tim e of holding the D istric t Courts in  this State, 
and agree to the conference asked by the Senate thereon, and that 
managers be appointed to conduct said conference on the part of the 
H ouse.

T he Speaker appointed M r M orton, M r Leffingwell, and M r 
Goodrell, managers on the p art of the H ouse. ,

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate thereof.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re 

ported on the 13th inst., by the standing committee on Tow nship 
and County Organization, to the Bill of the Senate, (N o . 61 ,) enti
tled A n A ct authorizing County Commissioners to lay oil’the ir coun
ties into county commissioners districts, -

T he said report was read, and
T he question was stated to be upon concurring therein , to w it: 
S trike out the th ird  section of the Bill, :. - n

A nd the question being put, ;?
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I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
A nd the said section stricken from the Bill:
A nd  then,

O n motion of M r M orton,
I t  was
O rdered, To a th ird  reading’ for to-m orrow.
H . R . file, No. 60, A  Bill for an A ct to provide for a county 

court in each county; and,
H . R . file, No. 73, A  Bill for an act to provide for the assess

ment and collection of the T ow nship, County and State Revenue;
Being reported  on the 13th inst. by the Standing Committee on 

tow nship and county organization, to w hich the same was referred , 
w ith a recommendation that they be rejected,

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said B ill (N o. 

6 0 ’ >
T he question being on concurring in  the said recom mendation, 
A nd the question being put, Shall the said Bill be rejected ?
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.
So the said Bill, (N o . 6 0 ,) was rejected.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the Bill (N o . 7 3 ,) 
T he question being upon concurring in the said recommendation, 
A nd the question being put, Shall the said Bill be rejected ?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said Bill (N o . 73 ,) was rejected.
H . R . file, No. 105, A  Bill for an act to subject real estate to the 

payment of debts created by im proving the same:- 
W as read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Lyons,
O rdered, To be referred  to the Jud iciary  Committee.
H . R . file, No. 89, A  Bill for an act to provide for the expression 

of opinion of the people of the State of Iow a, upon the subject of the 
amendment of the Constitution;

H . R . file, No. 98, A  Bill for A n  A ct to require  certain officers 
to hold their offices at the county seats;

H . R . file, No. 100, A Bill for an act amendatory of A n  A ct con
cerning w ills and adm inistrators ; approved F eb ruary  13th, 1843;

H . R . file, No. 106, A  Bill for an act to establish the rights of 
m arried w om en; and ■

II.' R . file, No. 103, A  Bill for an act to legalize the acts of the 
justices of the peace of M onroe county;

W ere severally read, a third tim e, passed and the ir titles agreed
to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in  the said bills.
/  Senate file, N o. 24, A n  act to incorporate and establish the city 

o f D u Buque, in the county of D u Buque,
W as read  a first time; and
Senate file, No. 44, A n  A ct to provide for the appointing of com

missioners to draft, rev ise  and arrange a code of la w s;
W as read  a first tim e, w hen
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M r Kinsman moved that the bill he indefinitely postponed,
And the question being put, viz: Shall the bill be indefinitely 

postponed?
c Yeas 25

I t was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays H)'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, 

Hardy, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, 
M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth 
of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Bowie, Bonham, Day, King, M 'M anus, Olmstead, 

Rathbun, Sells and Williams.
Absent, Messrs Comstock and Hebard.
Absent and sick, Messrs Green and O ’Brien.
So the said bill was indefinitely postponed.
Senate file, No. 63, A n A ct to provide for the location of the 

seat of government of the State of Iowa, and for the selection of 
land granted by Congress to aid in erecting public buildings;

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution concerning the taking effect 
of acts public and private;

Senate file, No. 72, An act requiring the County Commissioners, 
of the county of Des Moines to purchase land upon which to locate 
a farm for the use of the poor of said county; and

Senate file, No. 77, A n Act to locate and establish a State road 
from Woods’ Mill, in Van Buren county, to Bloomfield, in Davis 
county; .

W ere severally read a first time.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herewith return to the House in which they originated,
A n A ct to locate and establish a State road therein named; and ,
An Act to relocate a part of the territorial road from Fairfield to 

the Indian boundary;
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate.
The Senate insists on its amendments, disagreed to by the House,

to
H . R. file, No. 43, An act creating a Board of Public W orks,'and 

providing for the improvement of the Des Moines r iv e r ;
And ask a conference in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 

two Houses thereto, and have appointed M essrs W hittaker, Davis 
and Wheeler, Managers thereat, on the part of the Senate.

H. R. file, No. 104, A  Bill for an act to provide for the payment 
of expenses growing out of a call for a posse in 1839, to prevent 
the exercise of a foreign jurisdiction within the limits of Iowa te r
ritory;

Being the order of the day, was considered in Committee of tha 
Whole House, M r Matson in the chair; and
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After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill without amendment.

After which
Mr Bowie moved that the further consideration of the said bill 

be postponed until Thursday next, and that it be the order of the day 
for that day;

And the question was stated, Will the House agree to the said 
motion of M r Bowie ?

And, pending which, ‘
And, after debate,
M r Leffingwell moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed:
And the question being put, Shall the bill be indefinitely post

poned ?
c Yeas .-17

It was decided in the negative, j Nays_19
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Holland, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Montague, Morton, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, 
Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Goodrell, Hardy, 

King, Lyons, Matson, M £Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Olmstead, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Williams and Willoughby.

Absent, Messrs Comstock and Hebard.
Absent and sick, Messrs Green and O’Brien.
So the motion to indefinitely postpone was disagreed to.
The question recurred, Will the House agree to the said motion 

of M r Bowie ?
And being put,
It was decided in the negative.
So the House refused to postpone the consideration of the bill 

until Thursday next.
And the said bill takes its place with the orders of the day.

On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,
The House proceeded again to the consideration of the amend

ments of the Senate, disagreed to by the House, to the bill of the' 
House (No. 43) A Bill for an act creating a Board of Public 
Works, and providing for the improvement of the Des Moines 
river; and

On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,
It was
Resolved, That the House insists upon its disagreement to the 

amendments of the Senate to the said bill of the House (No. 43) 
creating a Board of Public Works, and providing for the improve
ment of the Desmoines river;

And agree to the conference asked by the Senate thereon;
And that managers be appointed to conduct said conference orr 

the part of the House.
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The Speaker appointed M r M 'Pherrin , M r Smith of Mahaska 
and M r Sells, on the part of the House. >

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
And then,

On motion of M r Bailey,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock; P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

The House proceeded to consider its amendment disagreed to, to 
the Bill of the Senate (No. 19,) entitled A n Act concerning Justices 
of the Peace, when

On motion of M r Cochran,
I t was
Resolved, That the House insist upon its amendment disagreed to 

by the Senate to the said Bill of the Senate (No. 19,) and ask con
ference of the Senate on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses, 
in relation thereto,

Ordered, That M r Cochran, M r Bonham, and M r Hardy, be the 
managers at said conference on the part of the House;

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of these pro
ceedings of the House;

The House proceeded to consider its amendment disagreed to by 
the Senate, to the Bill of the Senate, (N o. 57,) entitled A n A ct for 
laying out and establishing certain State roads therein named;

. On motion of M r Morton,
Resolved, That the House recede from its said amendment disa

greed to, to the said Bill of the Senate (N o. 57.)
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Morton from the committee appointed on the part of the 

House of Representatives at the conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill of the House, (No. 51,) fixing the 
time of holding District Courts in this State, reported

That they have met the conferees on the part of the Senate, and 
after free and full conference on the subject of the said disagreeing 
votes, the joint conferees have agreed to recommend, and do recom
mend to the respective Houses as follows:

That the House recede from its disagreement to the second 
amendment of the Senate, and concur therein.

That the Senate recede from its first amendment, and the House 
from its disagreement thereto, and that the two houses mutually 
agree to substitute therefor as follows, to wit:

In the first Judicial District,
In Louisa county on the fourth Mondays in A pril and August.
In Washington county on the first Mondays ih May and Septem

ber.
In Henry county on the second Mondays in May and September. 
In  Lee county on the third Monday in May, fourth Monday in 

September and third Monday in February.
40
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In Des Moines county on the second Monday in June and third 
Monday in October, and also,

That the words “ in the weekly newspapers of Iowa city,” be ad
ded to the fourth section.

Should these recommendations be adopted, the effect will be to 
retain that part of the first section of the bill, designating the times 
of holding courts in the first Judicial District in its original form 
with the exception of granting an additional court in Lee county; 

Also, to provide for the immediate taking effect thereof.
H. R. file, No. 76, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 

State road from Iowa city, to Fort Desmoines, in Polk county; hav
ing been returned from the Senate with amendments;

Was taken up and the amendments of the Senate disagreed to ; 
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
M r Steele from the Committee on Public Buildings to whom was 

referred the petition of sundry Citizens of Johnson County, pr&ying 
for the appointment of Commissioners to select the five sections of 
land, granted by act of Congress of the 3d of M arch, 1845, for the 
purpose of completing the public buildings of the State, reported ad
verse to the prayer of the petitioners and recommend no further ac
tion upon the same and asked leave to be discharged from the fur
ther consideration of the same.

M r Leffingwell the minority of the Committee on Public Build
ings read the following minority report:

The undersigned minority of the committee on public buildings to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Johnson, pray
ing for the selection and location of the five sections of land appro
priated by act of Congress, M arch 3d, 1845, to the State of Iowa, 
for the purpose of completing the public buildings of said State, is 
under the necessity of disagreeing with the majority of said commit
tee ; the language of the act is, “that five entire sections of land to 
be selected and located under the direction of the Legislature in le
gal divisions of not less than one quarter section from any of the un
appropriated lands belonging to the United States, within the said 
State, are hereby granted"to the State for the purpose of completing 
the public buildings of the said State, or for the erection of public 
buildings at the Seat of Government of the said State, as the Legis
lature may determine and direct.”

Believing that it is not within the powers of the Legislature to 
divert the appropriation from the purpose for which it was origin
ally intended—'knowing that the rapid decay of the Public Build
ings at the Capitol is owing to the unfinished, and unprotected state 
which they are in, and believing that the true policy of the Legis
lature is to complete the buildings which are now in a dilapidated 
condition, and upon which large sums of money have been squan
dered while they have the means in their hands; the appropria
tion was for this purpose. Congress had before them the facts, 
that the costly capitol was unfinished, that all these resources were 
exhausted, and unless the State received aid of this kind from them, 
a great depreciation in the value of their incomplete buildings, and 
a rapidly increasing debt in consequence of the temporary protec-
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tion which must be afforded them, must inevitably follow, in view 
o f these facts the grant was made.

Finally convinced that hot only the best policy, but the bounden 
duty of the Legislature, is to appropriate the means, which are 
placed in their hands to the use for which they were intended, and 
not by diverting them to the erection of public buildings in another 
part of the State, plunging the State more deeply in debt, without 
even deriving a temporary benefit from it. From these considera
tions, I  am induced to report a bill in accordance with the prayer of 
the petition.

W hich report was read.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being, W ill the House concur in the said report?

. And being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, j  Nays—-9^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Goodrell, Hardy, Holland,. Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, M ‘Manus, 
M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, 
Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
iMessrs Bonham, Day, Leffingwell, Matson, Olmstead, Rathbun, 

Sells, Smyth of Linn and Williams.
Absent, Messrs Comstock, Green, Hebard and King.
Absent and sick, M r O’Brien.
So the report of the majority of the committee was concurred in 

by the House,
And being concurred in, the minority report was disagreed to.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have agreed to the report of the Committee of Conference 
(made to the Senate by the said committee on their part) upon the 
bill of the House (No. 51) entitled

An Act fixing the time of holding the District Courts in this 
S tate;

And then he withdrew.

M r King (by leave) introduced,
H . R. file, No. 26, Joint Resolution for extending a mail route 

from Brighton, via Richland, to Oscaloosa, in Mahaska county.
W hich was read a first time. '

On motion of M r Matson,
H. R. file, No. 70, An Act establishing a system of common

schools;
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Was taken from the table, when,
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole House 
for the consideration of the same, M r Goodrell in the chair, and

A fter some time spent therein the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again, which 
was granted;

A fter which,
On motion of M r Olmstead, ,

I t was
Ordered, To be referred to the Committee on Schools, with in

structions to fill the blanks therein, and report the same to-morrow. 
On motion of M r Morton,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
Committee of Conference, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon the bill of the House, (No. 51) fixing the time of 
holding the district courts in this State.

The question being, W ill the House agree to the said report?
And after debate,
M r Morton moved the previous question, which was seconded;
And the main question was ordered and put, viz: Will the House 

agree to the said report?
And decided in the affirmative.
And the bill was amended accordingly.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
And then

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
I t was
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 9 o’clock, A. M ., to

morrow.

Tuesday Morning, February 16th, 1847.

M r M 'Pherrin  presented the petition of sundry citizens of Van 
Buren county, praying the passage of an act granting them recom
pense for services rendered the Territory against the State of M is
souri, in the Southern boundary difficulty;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r M 'Pherrin,

Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 
House.

M r Bowie, from the Judiciary committee, to which was referred 
the bill of the House, (No. 71) A  Bill for an act in relation to M e
chanics’ Liens;

And the bill of the House, (N o. 105,) A  Bill for an act to sub
ject real estate to the payment of debts created by improving the 
same,
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Reported the same back to the House, with a recommendation 
that they be indefinitely postponed.

M r Bowie, from the Judiciary committee, to which was referred 
the bill of the House, (N o. 33,) A  Bill for an act making judgments 
rendered in the Supreme Courts, liens upon real estate in any coun
ty  in this State",

And
The bill of the House, (N o. 102,) a bill for an act to regulate in

terest,
Reported the same without amendment.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 81, A  Bill for an act to locate the seat of justice 
-of Buchanan county;

And
Senate file, No. 85, A  Bill for an act to repeal A n A ct to author

ize the appointment of a county agent, in and for the county of 
Johnson;

Also, with amendments,
H . R. file, No. 49, A  Bill for an act to authorize General Incor

porations.
In  which the concurrence of the House is requested. •
Also, without amendment;
The Joint Resolution of the House, (No. 17,) Joint Resolution 

to pay Charles A . Robbins for a set of Seals;
And

The bill of the House, (No. 103,) A  Bill for an act to legalize 
the acts of justices of the peace of Monroe county.

The Senate have disagreed to the amendments of the House to 
the substitute of the Senate to the bill of the House, (No. 32,) en
titled An Act to provide for, the election of United States Senators, 
and other officers;

And have indefinitely postponed
The bill of the House, (N o. 15,) A  Bill for an act to regulate 

elections, and to preserve the purity thereof;
And then he withdrew.

M r M 'Pherrin, from the committee of conference appointed on 
the part of the House, in relation to the disagreeing vote of the two 
Houses, upon the bill of the House, (No. 43,) A  Bill for an act 
creating a Board of Public W orks; and providing for the improve
ment of the Desmoines river, reported
. That they have met the conferees on the part of the Senate, and 

after free and full conference upon the subject of the said disagree
ing votes, the joint conferees have agreed to recommend, and do re
commend as follows:

That the Senate recede from its amendments to sections thirty- 
two and thirty-five,
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’A nd that the Senate and House of Representatives respectfully 
recede from their disagreements to the amendment of the Senate to 
that part of the first section of the bill which provides for the elec
tion of a Board of “ Public W orks,” and mutually agree to substitute 
therefor, the words, “be appointed by Joint Resolution.”

The effect of the above recommendation, if adopted, will be to 
make the Board of Public W orks elective by joint resolution of the 
General Assembly, and to preserve the original form of sections 
thirty-two and thirty-five of the bill.

M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 
have on this day presented to the Governor for his approval

A n Act to relocate a part of the Territorial road from Fairfield 
, to the Indian boundary line;

^ .n  A ct to locate and establish a State road therein named;
A n Act to provide for the management of the State Library and 

the election of a Librarian;
A n Act to provide for the navigation of Skunk river;
A n Act providing that the legal voters in each Township deter

mine at the Township election whether the county commissioners 
shall grant license to sell intoxicating liquors in their respective 
counties or not.

M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 
have examined

H. R. file, No. 83, A n Act to vacate the public square in the 
town of W est Point in Lee county;

H . R. file, No. 90, An Act to authorize H. II. Richie, Thomas 
T. Botts and Andrew Jones to convey certain real estate therein 
named;

H. R. file, No. 99, A n Act to hold the District Court in and for 
the county of Benton, at such place as the commissioners may direct;

H. R. file, No. 51, A n Act fixing the time of holding the Dis
trict Courts in this State;

And find the same correctly enrolled.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Matson from the committee on Schools to which was refer- 

ed the bill of the House, (N o. 70,) A  Bill for an act to establish a 
system of common schools, reported the same with sundry blanks 
filled according to the instructions given them by the House.

H . R. file, No. 26, Joint Resolution for the extension of a mail 
route from Brighton, in Washington county, via Richland, to Osca- 
loosa, in Mahaska county;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r King,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time and 
passed.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate therein.

H. R. file, No. 109, A  Bill for an act to establish a State Road 
from Iowaville, to Lancaster,

Was read a second time, and
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Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
M r Smith of Mahaska, presented a claim of William Edmundson, 

of Mahaska county, against the State of Iowa, which was read, and 
On his motion,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
M r Goodrell presented the claim of William Crum, against the 

State of Iowa;
W hich was read, and

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To he referred to the committee on Claims.
H. R. file, No. 110, A  Bill for an act legalizing the acts of 

Charles W . Hobbs, County Commissioner’s Clerk, and Recorder of 
Delaware county;

Was read a second time, and
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 112, A  Bill for an act to establish a State Road 

from the Raccoon Forks of the Desmoines river, to M 'G regor’s 
Landing, on the Mississippi river, opposite Prairie Du Chein.

Was read a second time.
M r Olmstead moved to amend the same, by inserting the word 

“ Alcada,” after the word “ route ” in the tenth line of the first sec
tion,

W hich motion was put, and agreed to.
On motion of M r Bonham,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-mor
row.

Senate file, No. 24, A  Bill for- an act to incorporate and establish 
the City of Du Buque, in the county of Du Buque.;

Was read a second time.
M r Bonham moved to indefinitely postpone the bill,
W hich motion was put, and disagreed to.
So the bill passed to its third reading.
Senate file, No. 63, An A ct to provide for the location of the seat 

of Government of the State of Iowa, and for the selection of lands 
granted by Congress, to aid in erecting public buildings,

Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to amend the seventh section, by striking out 

the word “ ten,” in the sixth line, and inserting the word “ five” in 
lieu thereof,,

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Bonham moved to refer the bill to a select committee of one 

from each electoral district;
Which motion was put, and disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to commit it to the committee of the whole 

House, and that it be made the order of the day for to-morrow;
W hich motion was put, and disagreed to.
M r Goodrell moved to further amend, by striking out “ Joseph D. 

Hoag of Henry county,"'and inserting “ Anson Moore of W ash
ington county.”

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?



320 JO U R N A L  OF T H E

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—20*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bowie, Bonham, Day, King, M 'M anus, 

Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Williams and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, Hardy, He- 

bard, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, Matson, M 'Pherrin , Montague, M or
ton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby 
and W right.

Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to further amend, by striking out “ John 

Taylor, of Jones county,” and inserting “ John H. Anderson of Du 
Buque county,” in lieu thereof.

And the question being put,
f y  ccic 11

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays__‘>.‘j
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, King, Lyons, 

M ‘Manus, Olmstead, Sells and Speaker Browne.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hardy, Hebard, Kinsman, Leech, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, 
Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby and W right.

Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to postpone the further consideration of the 

Bill until Saturday next,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Day moved to amend the first section of the Bill by striking 

out “ Joseph D. Hoag, of H enry” and inserting “Adam Oglevie 
of M uscatine;”

And the question being put,

I t  was decided in the negative, j Nays—23*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Lyons, Matson, M 'M anus, Olm

stead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, and Williams.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Hardy, Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, M 'Pherrin , 
Montague, Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, W hit
more, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick,
M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele,
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So the amendment of M r Day was disagreed to.
M r Lyons moved to amend by inserting the name of “William G. 

Coop, of Jefferson” in lieu of “ Joseph D. Hoag, of H enry,”
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto ? 
And, pending which,
M r Goodrell moved to commit to a committee of the whole House 

for Saturday next,
And the question being stated,
And pending which, • ' .
A  call of the House was ordered, and upon the roll being called, 
M essrs Green, Holland, Leffingwell, Steele, and O’Brien, were 

found absent, and
M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien, and Steele, excused, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
The further proceedings under the call w ere dispensed with.

. The question recurred, W ill the House agree to the motion of 
M r Goodrell, •

And the question being put,

I t was decided in the negative, j  Nays__19*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, King, Matson, 

M 'M anus, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Williams and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, M 'Pherrin , Montague, Morton, 
Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby 
and W right.

M essrs Bowie, and Leffingwell, not voting.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele.
So the motion of M r Goodrell was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Lyons,
And being put,

r Yeas 15
It was decided in the negative, j  Nays 19'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Lyons, Matson, 

M ‘Manus, Montague, Olmstead, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, 
Williams and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hardy, Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath
bun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Willoughby and 
W right. . : -:

Absent, M r Leffingwell.
Absent and sick, M essrs Holland, Green, O’Brien and Steele!
So the motion of M r Lyons was disagreed to. :
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M r Olinstead moved to further amend the bill, by striking out 
the name of “ John Taylor of Jones,” and inserting “ F . Emerson of 
Clayton,” in lieu thereof.

The question being put, ‘

I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays—23*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Baker, Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Leffingwell, 

Lyons, M ‘Manus, Olmstead, Sells, Smyth of Linn and Speaker 
Browne. ■ '

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hardy, Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, Matson, M 'Pherrin , Mon
tague, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, 
Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby and W right.

Absent and sick, Messrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele.
So the said amendment was disagreed to.
M r Sells moved to amend the bill, by striking out all after the 

word “ generally,” in the fourth line of the fourth section, and by 
inserting the following: • .

“ W hen said commissioners shall agree upon a point, at the first 
general election thereafter, the question whether the point thus 
selected, or Iowa city, in Johnson county, shall be and remain the 
permanent Seat of Government for the State of Iowa, shall be sub
mitted to the people, and the point receiving the highest number of 
Votes shall be and remain the permanent Seat of Government.” .

M r Kinsman moved the following, as a substitute for said amend
ment:

Insert after the word “ generally,” in the fourth line of the fourth 
section, the words “ taking into consideration the future as well as 
the present population of said S tate;”

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—29
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are '
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Bowie, Comstock, King, Kinsman and 

Whitmore.
Those who voted in the negative, are : v
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Day,: Good

rell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, 
M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, 
Reynolds, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, 
Williams, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne. :

Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Steele.
So the substitute for the amendment was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Sells,
And being put,

r y cas 14
I t was decided in the negative. ) N -ys 2 l'
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T h e  yeas and nays being desired by  tw o members',
T hose w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs B aker, Bowie, Bonham, D ay, Goodrell, Leffingwell, L y 

ons, M atson, M ‘M anus, Olmstead, R athbun, Sells, Sm yth of L inn  
and W illiam s.

T hose w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

H ardy , H ebard, Holland, K insm an, Leech, M ‘P herrin , M ontague, 
M orton, Reynolds, Smith of M ahaska,. Updegraff, W hitm ore, W il
loughby, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

A bsent and sick, M essrs G reen, Holland, O ’B rien  and Steele.
So the amendment was disagreed to.
M r G oodrell moved to amend the bill by adding the following to 

the last section:
“ Provided, T hat the first four thousand dollars arising  from the 

sale of said five sections be appropriated to the finishing of the cap- 
itol a t Iow a city, and that the seat of G overnm ent shall be, and re 
main at Iow a city in Johnson county, until the year A . D . 1858.”  

A nd the question being put, •
A nd  pending w hich,
A nd  after debate,
M r Bonham moved to adjourn;
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
T h e  question recu rred  upon the motion of M r Goodrell,
A nd  the question being put,

I t  w as decided in the negative, j  N ays— 22*
T h e  yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bonham, D ay, G oodrell, Leffingwell, M atson, M 'M anus, 

O lm stead, R athbun, Sells, Smyth of L inn and W illiam s.
T hose w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, H ardy , K ing, K insm an, L eech, Lyons, M ‘P herrin , M on
tague, M orton, Reynolds, Smith of M ahaska, Updegraff, W hit
m ore, W illoughby, W righ t and Speaker Brow ne.

M essrs  G reen, H ebard, H olland, O ’B rien and Steele being ex 
cused, did not vote.

So the amendment of M r Goodrell was disagreed to.
A  motion was then.m ade by M r M ontague that the bill be order

ed  to its th ird  reading for to-morrow;
A nd the question being stated,
M r M ontague moved the previous question,

1 A nd the question being stated, Shall the main question, be .now 
put? •

A nd  pending w hich, s
M r Sells moved to adjourn, '
A nd the question being put, Shall the H ouse adjourn? ;; ■ ■

It  w as decided in the negative, j  N ays— 2 l'
T he  yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers, .<
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Leffingwell, M at

son, M ‘Manus, Rathbun, Olmstead, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Williams 
and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative; are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Clifton, Coehran, Comstock, Hardy, 

Hpbard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, M ‘Pherrin, Mon
tague, Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
Willoughby and W right.

Absent, M r Baker. '
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Steele.
So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to.
The question recurred;
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the main question was ordered, to wit:
Shall the said bill be ordered to a third reading for to-morrow? 
A nd pending which,
M r Matson moved to adjourn,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
The question then recurred;
A nd being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill was ordered to a third reading for to-morrow.
M r Olmstead, (by leave,) introduced
H . R. file, No. 27, Joint Resolution in relation to the removal of 

the seat of government of the United States;
W hich was read a first time,
A nd then,

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. Mi

M r Cochran, from the select committee, to which was referred 
H. R. file, No. 45, A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 

A n A ct concerning costs and fees; approved Feb. 11th, 1843, 
Reported a substitute for the same; which,

On motion of M r Cochran,
Was
Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 

House. •
H . R. file, No. 88, A  Bill for an act providing for levying and 

collecting revenue for State and County purposes,
Being the order of the day;
Was considered in committee of the whole House; M r Bowie in 

the Chair;
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 

their chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again, 
W hich was granted. ■
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And then,
On motion of M r Hebard, «»

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock, 
A . M . '

Wednesday Morning, February 17th, 1847.

M r Whitmore presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jeffer
son and Wapello counties, praying for the location of a certain State 
road, therein named;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Whitmore,

Ordered, To be referred to a select committee of one.
The Speaker appointed M r Whitmore said committee.
M r Smyth of Linn, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 

the counties of Benton, Johnson and Black Hawk, praying for the 
location of a State road from Iowa city to the Rapids in Cedar river, 
in Black Hawk county;

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from Johnson, Cedar; 
Linn and Benton counties.

M r Sells, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, as . 
correctly enrolled, bills and resolutions of the following titles, viz: 

Joint Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins for a set of seals for 
Benton county; and

A n A ct to legalize the acts of the Justices of the Peace of Mon
roe county.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled act and resolution.
M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 

that they have examined:
H. R. file, No. 109, A Bill for an act to establish a State road 

from Iowaville to Lancaster;
H . R. fde, No. 110, A  Bill for an act to legalize the acts of 

Charles W . Hobbs, County Commissioner’s Clerk, and Recorder Of 
Delaware county; .

H . R. file, No. 112, A  Bill for an act to establish a State Road 
from the Raccoon forks of the Desmoines river, to M 'G regor’s 
landing, on the Mississippi river, opposite Prairie du Chein;

And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Goodrell, from the Committee on Expenditures, in accordance 

with the instructions of the House, reported:
H. R. file, No. 114, A  Bill for an act establishing the prices of 

public printing; '  .
W hich was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed, for 

the use of the House.
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M r Sells, from the Committee on Incorporations, to w hich was 
referred  the petition of sundryvcitizens of L ouisa county, in  relation 
hereto, reported:

H . R . file, No. 115, A  Bill for an act to authorize R obert C hil
ders, and his associates, to construct a dam across M uscatine slough, 
in  Louisa county;

T he said bill was read  a first time, and 
On motion of M r W illiams,

O rdered , T hat the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the bill be 
read a second and th ird  time now.

T he,b ill was accordingly read a second and th ird  tim e;
T he question being put, Shall it pass ?

I t  w as decided in the affirmative, <j jfa y t g^’

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, arc
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Good- 

re ll, H ebard, Holland, K ing, Leech, M ‘M anus, M 'P h e rr in , M orton, 
R athbun, Sells, Smith o f M ahaska, Smyth of L inn, Steele, U pde- 
graff, W illiam s, W illoughby, W right and Speaker B row ne.

Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Da}', Leffingwell, Lyons, M ontague, Olmstead, 

Reynolds and W hitm ore.
A bsent, M essrs Bonham, Comstock, H ardy  and M atson.
A bsent and sick, M essrs G reen  and O ’B rien.

,’ So the b ill passed. .
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in  the said bill.
M r Smyth of L inn, from the Committee on Roads and H ighw ays, 

in  compliance w ith a resolution of the H ouse, reported:
H . R . file, No. 116, A  Bill for an act regulating State roads.

: T he said bill was read a first time.
M r M 'P h errin , from the M anagers appointed on the part o f the 

H ouse, at the conference on the disagreeing vote of the tw o H ou
ses,. on the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 4 3 ,) A  Bill for an act creating a 
B oard of Public W orks, and providing for the im provem ent of the 
Desmoines river,

M ade the following report in w riting: .
T he Committee of Conference ask leave to fu rther report, that 

having met again in consultation on the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 4 3 ,)  
find that the addition to section tw o, and the strik ing  out of section 
th ree, (proposed by the Senate as amendments to the b ill,)  had not 
been agreed to by the H ouse, (as the committee believed w hen they 
first conferred together,) nor receded from by the Senate; and have- 
instructed  me to recommend that the H ouse recede from  the disa
greeing  vote, had on said “ addition to the second,”  arid the “ strik ing  
out o f the th ird  section,”  and that the H ouse agree to those amend
m ents. 1

M r M 'P h err in , from the committee on Claims, made the follow
ing report:
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The committee on Claims,' to whom was referred the accounts of 
sundry individuals against the State, for printing, and the account of 
William Edmundson, for contracting and delivering a full set of 
Seals to Mahaska county, (as per Resolution No’. 2, of Territorial 
Legislature; approved May 29th, 1845,) and the counties of M ari
on, Jasper and Polk, (as per*Resolution No. 10, Territorial Legis
lature; approved Jan. 17th, 1846,) have examined the same and in
struct me to report that they be allowed, except such of them, or 
parts of them, as the committee have expunged or rejected; and the 
reason your committee have thus rejected one of said accounts en
tire, and three items in another is, that they have found no authori
ty  upon which they feel warranted in allowing the same. Similar 
accounts were presented to the Territorial Legislature during the 
session of the year 1845, which were not allowed. The law pro
viding for holding the first Convention, directed the members of the 
same to publish their Constitution, when agreed upon by them, in 
the Newspapers of the Territory, but the Convention virtually an
nulled that law, by requiring the publication in pamphlet form, and 
not by Newspaper; therefore, your committee are of opinion that 
there is neither legal, nor any other kind of obligation requiring 
them to allow the accounts for publishing the first Constitution in 
any Newspaper, nor do they find any authority for publishing the 
second Constitution in any other way than as the Convention order
ed— in Pamphlet form. :

Your committee recommend that the accounts thus examined by 
the committee on Claims, be referred to the committee on Expendi
tures, w ith instructions to report a bill providing for the auditing 
and payment, together with other accounts that may be presented to 
this House, as well as an appropriation bill for the expenses grow
ing out of the present session of the House of Representatives; 

Which report was read.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the same, when,

On motion of M r Cochran,
I t  was . ■ ■ ■ ■ . . I , .
Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 

House. "

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.'
M u  S p e a k e r : •

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed 

Senate file, No. 41, Ah A ct to provide for the election of Elec
tors of President and Vice President of the United States;

Senate file, No. 79, An A ct in relation to the duties and powers 
of D istrict Judges;

Senate file, No. 84, An A ct in relation to the duties of State and
County officers in certain cases; "

In  which the concurrence of the House is requested; .
Also, without amendment, . '
H . R. file, No. 98, A n A ct to require certain officers to hold 

their offices at the County Seats.
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The Senate recedes from its amendments to the second section of 
the bill of the House, (No. 76 ,) entitled an act to establish and lay 
out a State road from Iowa city to Fort Des Moines in Polk county, 
and insists on its amendments to its title, and to the first section of 
the bill.

The Senate insists upon its disagreement to the amendments of 
the House, to the bill of the Senate, (No.- 19,) A  Bill for an act 
concerning Justices of the Peace, and asks a conference in relation 
to the disagreeing vote of the two Houses upon the same, and havo 
appointed M r Bissell, M r Browning and M r Sanford,. Managers 
thereat on the part of the Senate.

The Senate have recommitted to the committee of conference the 
bill of the House, (N o. 43,) entitled an act creating a Board of 
Public W orks and providing for the improvement of the Des 
Moines river, with instructions to confer further upon the Sen
ate amendments to the third and twentieth sections.

I  herewith present for your signature
An A ct prescribing the general duties of Auditor of State.
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled.
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated
An Act to vacate the public square in W est Point, Lee county;
A n A ct fixing the time of holding the District Courts in this 

State;
An A ct to authorize Thomas Botts, H . H . Richie and Andrew 

Jones to convey certain real estate;
A n A ct to legalize the acts of the Justices of the Peace of Mon

roe county;
A n act to provide for the holding a District Court in the: county 

of Benton; and
Joint Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins for a set of seals for 

Benton county.
The same heing signed by the President of the Senate,
And then he withdrew. .

On motion of M r Bowie,
Ordered, That the orders for the day be dispensed with, and that 

the House resume the consideration of the bill of the House, (N o. 
88,) A  Bill for an act to provide for'the levying and collecting rev
enue for State and county purposes.

On motion of M r Bowie,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House 

for the consideration of the same, and
A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Spea

ker resumed the chair, and M r Bowie reported, that the committee 
having according to order, had the said bill, (No. 88,) under con
sideration, had directed him to report the same with sundry amend
ments.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill, when 
the said amendments were acted upon separately, and the second,
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third, fifth and seventh amendments w ere concurred in, and the 
first and fourth amendments disagreed to.

And the question being put, W ill the House concur in the sixth 
amendment ?

I t was decided in the affirmative, ' j  Nays 7  '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Hardy, Hebard, 

Holland, King, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, Montague, 
Morton, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Bonham, Goodrell, Kinsman, Leech, 

M ‘Pherrin, Rathbun, Whitmore, W right and Speaker Browne. 
Absent M essrs Day, and Olmstead.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, and O’Brien.
So the sixth amendment was agreed to.
A  motion was made by M r Goodrell to amend the twelfth section 

of the Bill,
By striking out in the eleventh line the words “ labor or value 

due, or to become due,”
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

I t was decided in the. affirmative, j Nays 5 '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are >
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton,- Cochran, 

Goodrell, Hardy, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 
Matson, Montague, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of 
Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, 
Willoughby and W right. ■

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Comstock, Hebard, M ‘Manus, and Speaker 

Browne.
M r Comstock moved to amend the eleventh line of the same so 

as to make it read as follows, after the word “deposit,” “ every sol
vent claim or demand for money at interest, every annuity;”

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Sells moved to further amend the bill, by adding to the third 

line of the tenth section, the following words:
“ And the assessor shall value the said land according to its true 

valuation, irrespective of the improvements made thereon.”
The question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the negative,  ̂Nays i s ’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Clifton, Goodrell, King, Kinsman, M ‘Manus, 

Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Williams, W right and Speaker 
Browne.

42
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Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Comstock, Hardy, He- 

bard, Holland, Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, 
Morton, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Steele and Willough
by- <

Absent, M essrs Bonham, Day, Lyons, Updegraff and Whitmore.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Cochran.
So the amendment of M r Sells was disagreed to.
M r Montague moved to further amend the bill by striking out the 

word “ fifty,” in section 43, and by inserting the word “ ten,” in 
lieu thereof.

And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? .
A  division of the question was called for;
And the question being put, viz: Shall the word fifty be stricken 

out?
, ' ' ( V p n s _IQ
It was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays 15'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, :
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Hardy, Holland,. 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Steele, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Comstock, Goodrell, Hebard, King, Matson, 

M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, 
Smyth of Linn, Updegraff and Williams.

Absent, M essrs Bonham and Day.
Absent and sick, M essrs Cochran, Green and O’Brien.
So the motion to strike out the word fifty was agreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Comstock, to fill the blank with 

“ twenty-five.”
Which motion was put and agreed to.
And the blank filled accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Leffingwell to add the follow

ing to the ninth section:
“ One hundred sheep, and all sheep and swine under six months 

old.”
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto ?

It was decided in the negative, j Nay s—26
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, , ■
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Goodrell, King, Leffingwell, Olmstead, Reynolds, 

Sells, Steele, W right and Speaker Browne.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Coch

ran, Comstock, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Leech, Lyons, 
Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Rathbun, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams 
and Willoughby.

Absent, M r Day.
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Absent and sick, M essrs Green and O’Brien.
So tlie motion of M r Leffingwell was disagreed to.
M r Montague moved to further amend, the bill, by striking out 

the word “ Sheriff,” in.the first section, and by inserting the word 
“  Recorder,” in lieu thereof.

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Smyth of Linn moved to further amend the bill, by inserting 

after the word “ him,” in the fourteenth line of the tenth section, 
the words “ at interest,” and in the same line and section, after the 
word “ owe,” the words “ and on which he pays interest.”

And the question being stated,
And, pending which,
And after debate,
A  motion was made by M r Cochran to lay the bill on the table, 

subject to the order of the House.
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred, W ill the House agree to the motion of M r 

Smyth of Linn ?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
M r Smyth of Linn moved to further amend the bill, by inserting 

after the word “ taxes,” in the first line of section 59, the words 
“ State W arrants or Scrip, shall be received at par when offered 

for State taxes;”
Also, strike out the words “ State and” in the second line of the 

same section,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Cochran to lay the bill on the 

table, subject to the order of the House.
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was made by M r M ‘Pherrin,

: To recommit the bill to the committee on Ways and Means, with' 
instructions to report to-morrow morning,

W hich motion was put and agreed to,
And so it was

' Ordered, That the said bill of the House, (No. 88,) be recom
mitted to the standing committee on Ways and Means, with instruc
tions to report to-morrow morning.

And then,
On motion of M r M ‘Pherrin,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Leffingwell, (the unanimous leave of the House having been 
granted for that purpose,) presented the following petition, viz:

The undersigned, chairman of the committee on Claims, respect
fully petitions this House, to excuse him from longer serving in 
that capacity,

(Signed,) A. M 'P H E R R IN ,
Chairman, Committee on Claims.
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And the question being put,
Shall the prayer of the petition he granted?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So M r M 'Pherrin  was excused from serving on said committee. 
M r Bowie presented a claim of S. C. Spann and F . C. Porter, 
Which was read, and
Ordered, To he referred to the committee on Claims.
M r Sells from the committee on Incorporations to which was re

ferred the petition of sundry citizens of Scott county, in relation to 
Wilson’s ferry, reported

H. R. file, No. 117, A  Bill for an act for the relief of John W il
son;

The said hill was read the first time.
On motion of M r Matson,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re
ported ,by the standing committee on Schools, to the bill of the 
House, (N o. 70,) A  Bill for an act to establish a system of Com
mon Schools.

The question being upon agreeing to the said amendments, and 
The said amendments being read,
And the question being put, W ill the House concur therein?
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments were agreed to.
A  motion was made by M r Cochran to take from the table the 

bill of the Senate, (N o. 28,) entitled an act in relation to Sheriffs’, 
Collectors’ and Coroners’ deeds;

Which motion was put and disagreed to. '
H . R. file, No. 70, A  Bill for .an act to establish a system of 

Common Schools,
Being the order of the day,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole House 

for the consideration of th'e said bill, and,
A fter some time spent therein, the Committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the Chair, and M r Goodrell reported, that the Committee 
having according to order had the said Bill (N o. 70,) under consid
eration, had directed him to report the. same with amendments.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said Bill,
The question being, W ill the House concur therein?
And the question being stated,
And pending which,
And, after debate,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said amendments 

separately.
And the said amendments being considered separately, they were 

severally concurred in.
And the Bill amended accordingly.
A  motion was then made by M r Smyth of Lirin, to further amend 

the Bill by inserting the word “ Township,” in lieu of the word 
“ Precinct,” wherever it occurs in (he Bill.
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Which motion was put and agreed to. '
A  motion was made by M r Blair to lay the Bill on the table. > 
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was made by M r Leffingwell, that the 42d rule be 

suspended, and that the bill be read a third time now; ,
Which motion was put and agreed to, when 
The bill was accordingly read the th ird  time,
And the question being put, Shall the bill pass?

I t was decided in the affirmative, |  Nays 13*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Bonham, Comstock, Goodrell, Hardy, 

Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, Matson, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , 
Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, 
Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are '
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Day, Holland, 

Leffingwell, Montague, Reynolds, Sells, Steele and Williams. 
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Lyons.
So the bill passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill 'of the Sen
ate, (No. 63,) entitled A n Act to provide for the location of the 
Seat of Government of the State of Iowa; and for the selecting the 
land granted by Congress to aid in the erecting of public buildings. 

The question being, Shall the bill be read a third time now?
And pending which,
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead to refer the Bill to a select 

committee of one from each electoral district, with instructions to 
locate the seat of government at Burlington, in Des Moines county. 

And the question being stated, Shall the bill be so referred?
A nd pending which,
A  call of the blouse was ordered, and the roll being called over 

twice by the Clerk,
M essrs Green, O’Brien and Lyons, were found absent, and M r 

Green and M r O’Brien excused, and 
A fter some time, M r Lyons not appearing, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, That the further proceedings under the call be dispens

ed with.
The question recurred, when,
A  motion was made by M r Bailey, to amend the motion of M r 

Olmstead by committing the bill to a committee of the whole House 
for six and a half o’clock, of this evening; " ,

W hich motion was put, and disagreed to:
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Olmstead,
And the question being put, Shall the bill be so referred?
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• • i  ,  c ~yc c i 3 ~ ~ l ̂  /It was decided m the negative, | Nays__92
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
-Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, Lcf- 

fmgwell, Matson, M ‘Manus, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of 
Linn and Williams.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hardy, King, Kinsman, Leech, M'Pherrin, Montague, Mor
ton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraif, Whitmore, 
Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

^Absent and sick, Messrs Green, O’Brien and Lyons.
So the motion of Mr Olmstead was disagreed to.
M r Bonham moved to refer the bill to a select committee of one 

from each judicial district, with instructions to locate the seat of 
government at Mount Pleasant, in Henry county;

Which motion was put, and disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to refer the bill to a select committee of one 

from each electoral district, with instructions to locate the seat of 
government at the geographical centre;

And the question being put, Shall the bill be so referred?
It was decided in the negative, \ -KeaS of,’° ’ ( Nays—22.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, .
Those who voted, in the affirmative, are 

. Messrs Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, Lef- 
fingwcll, M‘Manus, Matson, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of 
Linn and Williams.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hardy, King, Kinsman, Leech, M‘Pherrin, Montague, Mor
ton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Absent and sick, Messrs Green, O’Brien and Lyons.
So the motion of Mr Olmstead was disagreed to.
The question recurred, Shall the bill be read a third time now?

• And the question being stated,
Mr Morton moved the previous question, which was ordered . 

and put, viz:
Shall the bill be read a third time now?

And-decided in the affirmative, |  Nays 12
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Comstock, Coch

ran, Hardy, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, M‘Pherrin, Montague, 
Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraif, Whit
more, Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Leffingwell, Matson,
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M‘Manus, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn and Williams.
Absent and excused, Messrs Baker, Green, Lyons and O’Brien.
So the said bill was ordered to be read a third time now,
And being read a third time,
The question was stated, Shall it pass?
And pending which,
A motion was made by Mr Sells to refer the same to a select 

committee of one from each electoral district, with instructions to 
report three distinct places, and that the people decide which of the 
three shall be the seat of Government.

And the question being put, Will the House agree to the motion

The yeas and nays being desired by two members, v.
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Leffingwell, 

M'Manus, Matson, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn and 
Williams.

Those who voted in the negative, are : '
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hardy, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, 
Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Updegraff, Whit
more, Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Messrs Baker, Green, Lyons and O’Brien being absent and ex
cused.

So the motion of Mr Sells was disagreed to. .
The question recurred,
And the question being put, Shall the bill pass?

s 24
It was decided in the affirmative, ■■ A
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are ■ ■
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Hardy, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, M‘Pherrin, 
Montague, Morton, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, Steele, Upde- 
graff, Whitmore, Willoughby, Wright and Speaker Browne. . 

Those who voted in the negative, are ,
Messrs Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Leffingwell, Matson, 

M ‘Manus, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn and Williams. 
Absent and sick, Messrs Green, Lyons, and O’Brien.
So the said Bill passed;
The question was then put, Shall this be the title of the Bill ? 
And pending which,
A motion was made by M r Leffingwell to amend the same so as 

to make it read as follows,
“An act diverting the appropriation of Congress of March the 

3d, 1845, from the purpose for which it was originally intended, 
and appropriating it to the building a city in tile Republic of the 
valley of the Desmoines.” '

Which motion was put, and disagreed to. '

of M r Sells?
It was decided in the negative,  ̂Yeas—13, 

(| Nays—22.
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The question recurred;
' And the question being put,

I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the title of the Bill was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill. ■
M r Olmstead asked, obtained leave, and introduced,
H . R. file, No. 28, Joint Resolution to change the name of the 

M ississippi river, at the point where it enters the Desmoines river, " 
to that of the Opossum Fork of the Desmoines river.

The said Resolution was read the first time, and,
On motion of M r Goodrell,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 
third time,

And the question being put, Shall it pass?

I t  was decided in the affirmative.

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
M essrs Baker, Bowie, Clifton, Goodrell, Kinsman, Leffingwell, 

Matson, M £Manus, Montague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of 
Mahaska, Smyth of Linn, Updegraff, Williams and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Comstock, Hebard, Holland, * 

Leech, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Reynolds, Steele, Whitmore, W right, 
and Browne, Speaker.

Absent, M r Hardy.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Lyons and O’Brien.
So the Resolution passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate, in the said resolution.
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead to adjourn;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
H . R. file, No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 

estrays,
Being the order of the day, the House proceeded to the consider

ation of the said bill.
The question being, W ill the House concur in the report of the 

committee on Agriculture, to which the same was referred?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in and the bill stands amended 

as reported. ■
On motion of M r Whitmore,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Yeas— 17, 
Nays— 15.

i
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Senate file, No. 73, A n  A ct in  relation to  the sale of lands under 
execution; • '■■■' ■ e •

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
A lso, w ithout amendment; ■

H . R . file, No. 53, A n  A c t to locate and establish a  State road 
from F airv iew , in  Jones county, to P ioneer G rove, in Cedar county, 

T he Senate have indefinitely postponed, —
H . R . file, No. 15, A n A ct to regulate elections, and to preserve 

the purity  thereof.
I  herew ith  present for your signature,
A n  A c t for laying out and establishing certain  roads therein  

nam ed;
T he same having passed both H ouses, and been reported  as.cor- 

rectly  en ro lled ;
A n d  then  he w ithdrew . 1

T he Speaker then  signed the ' above entitled acts.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir S ecre ta ry .'
M e  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives, that, the 
Senate have passed, '

• Senate file, No. 87, A n  A ct to incorporate general incorporations 
for other purposes than  those of pecuniary profit; and .

Senate file, N o. 90, A n  A ct to amend an act for the partition of 
real p ro p e rty ; approved Jan . 4th, 1839.

A lso, that the Jo in t Committee o f Conference on Senate amend
ments, to . . .

H . R . file, No. 43, A n  A c t creating a Board of Public W orks, 
and providing for, the im provem ent of the Desmoines r iv e r ;

Have recom mended that the H ouse recede from its disagreeing 
vote oni Senate amendments to sections tw o and th ree ;

A nd  then  he w ithdrew . ., ''

M r Cochran, from the M anagers appointed to conduct the con
ference on the disagreeing votes of the tw o H ouses, on the amend
ments of the H ouse to the bill of the Senate, (N o . 19 ,) entitled A n  
A ct, ' '

M ade the following report: . . .  * ..
T hat they  met the conferees oh' the part o f the Senate, and, after 

free and full conference on the subject of the said disagreeing votes, 
have unanim ously agreed to recommend, and do recommend, ",

T hat the Senate recede from its disagreem ent to the said amend
ments of the H ouse, to the said bill of the Senate, (N o . 19 .)

M r Sells, from the Committee on Incorporations, to w hich was 
referred  therlbill of the Senate, (N o . 3 6 ,)  entitled A n  A c t to repeal 
the charter of the tow n of D avenpo rt;

R eported the bill w ith  am endm ents., . .
Senate file, No. 77, A  B ill for an act to locate and establish a 

State road from W ood’s mill, in V an B uren  county, to Bloomfield, 
in  Davis co u n ty ;

43



338 JO U R N A L  O F T H E

Was read a second time, and ;
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass

ed, and its title agreed to. i
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
And then,

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.

I ----------

Thursday Morning, February 18th, 1847.

M r Morton gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce^ a bill 
fixing the times of holding the District Courts of the first Judicial 
D istrict of this State.

M r Sells, from the Committee on Enrolled Billsj reported, that, 
they have examined,

H . R . file, No. 98, A n A ct to require certain officers to hold 
their offices at the county seat,

And
H . R . file, No. 53, A n A ct to locate and establish a State Road 

from Fairview, in Jones county, to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county;
And find the same correctly enrolled.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled,acts.
M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported, 

that they have examined, ,.
H . R. file, No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 

estrays;
And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Sells, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, that 

they have on this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, 
for his approval,

A n A ct to vacate the Public Square, in  W est Point, in Lee 
county;.

A n A ct fixing the times of holding the District Courts in this 
State.

A n A ct to authorize H. H . Richie, Thomas Botts and Andrew 
Jones, to convey certain real estate; .

An A ct to legalize the acts of the Justices of the Peace of Mon
roe county;

An A ct to provide for the holding a District Court in the county 
of Benton;

And : ’
Joint Resolution to pay Charles A . Robbins, for a set of seals.
M r Whitmore, the select committee of one, to whom was referred 

the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson and Wapello counties, 
in relation hereto, reported,
- H . R. file, No. 118, A Bill for an act to establish a State Road 
therein named.

Which was read a first time.
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M r Smyth of L inn , from the Committee on Roads and H ighw ays, 
to  w hich was referred  the petition of sundry  citizens of Davis and 
W apello counties, praying for the location, of a State Road from 
O ttum w a, in  W apello county, to W ells M ill, in  A ppanoose county, 
reported,

H . R . file, N o. 119, A  Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
S tate Road from Ottum wa, to W ells M ill, on Chariton R iver, 

W hich w as read a first tim e, ,

A  message from the Senate by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary .
M r  S p e a k e r :

l a m  directed to inform the H ouse of R epresentatives, that the 
Senate have passed w ithout amendment, .

H . R . file, N o. 28, Jo in t Resolution in relation to changing the 
name of the M ississippi river;

I  herew ith  re tu rn  to the H ouse in  w hich they  originated, . < 

A n  A ct to locate and establish a State Road from F airv iew , in 
Jones county, to P ioneer G rove, in  Cedar county.

A n  A ct to requ ire  certain  officers to keep the ir offices at the 
county seat;

T he same being signed by the P residen t of the S e n a te .,
I  herew ith  presen t for your signature,
A n  A ct to locate and establish a State Road, from W ood’s M ill, in 

V an  B uren county, to Bloomfield, in Davis county, . ,
T he  same having passed both H ouses and been reported  as cor

rec tly  enrolled;
And then he withdrew. . .

T he Speaker then  signed the above entitled acts.
M r Sells from the Committee on E lections, made the following 

report:
T he Committee on E lections, to whom was referred  the bill of 

the Senate, (N o . 8 ,)  entitled A n  A ct to divide the S tate into Con
gressional D istric ts, have had the same under consideration, and 
nave instructed  me to report the bill w ith  the following amendments, 
to w it: S trike out of the first district* “ W ashington, Louisa, M u s
catine and D esm oines,”  and insert “ M ahaska, M arion, Ja sp e r, 
Polk  and K eokuk.”

S trike  out of th e  second district, “ M ahaska, M arion, Ja sp e r, 
Polk  and K eokuk ,”  and insert “ M uscatine, Louisa, Desmoines and 
W ashington,”  so as to leave the bill as it passed the Senate.
. T he Said report rem ains w ith  the orders of the day for to-m or

row .
M r M atson, from the committee on Schools, made the following 

report:
T he committee on Schools, to whom w as referred  the bill o f the 

H ouse, (N o . 4 2 ,)  A  Bill for an act to locate, establish and provide 
for a State U niversity  at M ount P leasant, in H enry  county;

A lso, . .
The bill of the H ouse, (N o . 4 4 ,)  A  Bill for an act to locate the 

Iow a State U niversity  at Fairfield , in  Jefferson county;
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Also,' ; • ■■
A  petition of numerous citizens of Washington county, recom

mending the town of Washington, in said county, as a suitable place 
for the ideation of a State University:

Also,
A  petition from the Trustees of Denmark Academy, in Lee coun

ty, asking for a share of the funds to be appropriated for education
al purposes,

And have instructed me to report the same back to the House 
and recommend the postponement of their further consideration un
til the disposal of the School Bill, and also until the subject of an 
institution for the education of teachers, (which I  am instructed to 
recommend to the consideration of the House, in this report,) are 
disposed of.

Your committee have had under consideration the whole subject 
matter of the establishment of a State University, in connection with 
the proceeds of the sale of the seventy-two sections of land granted 
to this State by Congress, for the use of a University, and are of 
opinion that a parent University should be immediately established 
and placed under the direction of the superintendent of public in
struction, with the addition of such other officers as the General 
Assembly may direct; and that the only object of such university 
should, for the present, be the education of teachers.: It is thought 
that the practicability of carrying into successful operation such an 
institution at the present time, is entirely within our reach, and the 
one above all others that the present condition of our State-imperi
ously demands. This plan of a university for the education of 
teachers, is not original, and therefore will not be an experiment; it 
has been adopted in other parts of the United States,' and has suc
ceeded most admirably. In the State of New York, this institution 
was established in A. D., 1844, under the name of “Normal Schools,” 
and although it was a State institution, and the tuition and board of 
the pupils gratuitous, at the commencement of the first term there 
was but twenty-nine pupils— thirteen males, and sixteen females—  
during the term, the number of pupils increased to ninety-eight; the 
whole of the instructions, except music, and drawing, w ere imparted 
by the principal and one assistant. The term commenced Decem
ber 18th, 1844, and closed on the 11th of March, 1845; After a 
vacation of four weeks, the school commenced again on the 9th of 
April. There were 170 pupils present on the first day, and in
creased during the term to 185; the term closed on the 27th of A u
gust; more than half the pupils of the second term were males. 
None received diplomas at the first term, and only thirty-four at the 
second; and of those thirty-four, at the time of the report in 1846, 
thirty-three were teaching, and the other one was a county superin
tendent. This school now receives from the several representative 
districts of the State, two pupils to one member of the House of 
Representatives, making in all two hundred and fifty-six.

A s soon as the benefits of this institution had time to extend to 
the people, their doubts and prejudices w ere dispelled, and it was 
looked upon by them a? being ju s t such ah institution as they want-
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cd— dispensing its blessings alike on all parts of the State— plating 
the children of the rich and the poor on the same platform—giving 
them all a good, substantial, and practical,education. . :

In addition to the present university, your committee are of opin
ion that, the future interest .of the State will require the division of 
the State into a certain number of collegiate districts, and as fast as 
those districts comply with certain rules prescribed by law, such as 
procuring suitable sites, suitable buildings, apparatus, teachers, &c., 
for an institute, to allow them their due proportion of the avails of 
the seventy-two sections of land to be applied for the support of 
such institute. In all cases where a collegiate district does not 
comply with such requisitions, they should be allowed their due 
proportion, to be applied at the State university, for the education of 
teachers from their districts.

In  conclusion, your committee would say, that it appears to them 
that the proposed plan would form the best and most efficient course 
that can be pursued at the present time, and the one that will ac
complish the most for the great mass of the people and with the least 
expense. I f  this institution goes into operation in connection with a 
proper system of common schools, it is believed that the whole fund 
granted by Congress to this State for educational purposes, will be
come speedily available, and be disposed of in a . manner that will 
operate equally and justly , on all parts of the State.

M r Montague, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced

H . R . file, No. 120, A  Bill for an act to amend an act entitled An 
Act to regulate blacks and mulattos; approved January 21st, 1839;

W hich was read a first time. • . . .

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their,Secretary.
M r Sfc.vKr.u: • :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed, ,

Senate file, No. 94, A n Act to. change the name of the Town of 
Bellview, in Jackson county;

Senate file, No. 88, A n A ct to complete the. change from a T er
ritorial to a State G overnment;

Senate file, No. 92, A n Act in relation to the salt springs grant
ed to this:State.

Also, with amendments,
H . R. file, No. 75, A n Act to establish new counties, and define 

their boundaries, in the late cession from the Winnebago Indians; 
and ■ .'

H , R . file, No. 96, A n A ct to amend an act entitled An Act to 
provide for the collection of demands against boats and vessels; ap
proved Dec. 20, 1838;

In  all of which the concurrence of the House is requested. .
The Seriate have indefinitely postponed,
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H . R . file, N o. 35, A n  A ct to amend an act entitled A n  A c t p ro
viding for and regulating general elec tions; and

H . R . file, No. 108, A n  A c t to amend an act for the prevention 
of immoral practices.

I  herew ith  present, for your signature,
A n  A ct to provide for the location of the Seat of G overnm ent of 

the State of Iow a, and for the selection of land granted by Congress 
to aid in erecting public buildings ;

A nd then he w ithdrew .

T he Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Sells, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced, .
H . R . file, No. 121, A  Bill for an act to authorize the vo ters o 

M uscatine county, to vote for, or against the erection of a “ poor 
h o u se ;”  ’ ^

W hich w as read a first time, and 
On motion of M r  Sells,

T he 42d ru le  was suspended and the bill read  a second and th ird  
tim e, passed and its title agreed to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Cochran, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave and introduced, '

H . R . file, N o. 122, A  Bill for an act to stay certain proceedings 
a t law;

W hich w as read a first time.
M r Goodrell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

leave and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 123, A  Bill for an act supplem ental to an act to 

provide for finishing the public buildings in  W ashington county; 
W hich was read a first time, and ' <

O n motion of M r Goodrell,
T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the bill read a second and th ird  

time, passed and its title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence o f the 

Senate in the said bill.
M r Sells, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced,
H . R . file, No. 124, A  Bill for an  act to provide for criminal re 

tu r n s ;
W hich was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
T h e  42d ru le  was suspended, and the same read a second time, 

and
O rdered, To be engrossed for a th ird  reading to-m orrow.
Senate file, No. 72, A  B ill for an act requiring  the County Com

m issioners of the county of Desmoines to purchase land upon w hich 
to locate a farm for the use of the poor of said county,

W as read a second time, w hen,
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M r Cochran moved to amend the Bill by adding the words “ and 
Lee” after the word “Desmoines” wherever it occurs'in the bill, 

Which motion was put and agreed to;
A fter which, ;

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the Delegates from 

the counties of Lee and Desmoines.
Senate file, No. 72, Joint Resolution concerning the taking effect 

of acts public and private,
Was read a second time, when,

On motion of M r Morton,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House 

for the consideration of the same, and
A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Spea

ker resumed the chair, and M r Morton reported, that the committee 
having according to order, had the said bill, (N o. 72,) under con
sideration, had directed him to report the same with one amend
ment.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,
The question being, W ill the House concur with the committee 

of the Whole in the said amendment ?
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative. •
So the said amendment was concurred in. ’
And then, - ’
On motion of M r Goodrell, ■,
Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the Standing Commit

tee on Elections. '
~ II. R. file, No. 27, Joint Resolution in relation to the removal of 

the seat of government of the United States to the Raccoon Forks of 
the Desmoines river;

Was read a second time, when, ,
M r Montague moved that the same be indefinitely postponed; 
And the question being put, Shall the said resolution be indefi

nitely postponed ?
It was decided in the affirmative; ’
So the said resolution was indefinitely postponed.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the Bill of the House 

(N o. 105,) A  Bill for an act subjecting real estate to the payment 
of debts created by improving the same, and the Bill (No. 7 ,) A  
Bill for an act in relation to mechanics liens ; ■; ,

The said bills being reported by the Judiciary Committee on the 
18th inst, w ith a recommendation that they be indefinitely post
poned. '

The question being, W ill the House concur in the said recom
mendation ? i

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative,
So the said Bills w ere indefinitely postponed.
H . R. file, No. 33, A  Bill for an act making judgments rendered
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in the Supreme Court, liens upon real estate in any county in this 
State; ■ ■ .

Was read a second time, when
M r Cochran moved to indefinitely postpone the same;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Cochran moved to amend the bill by adding the following, to 

the first section:
“From and, after the filing and recording of a transcript of said 

judgment with the Recorder of the proper county.” ■ . . ;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
H . R. file, No. 102, A bill for an act to regulate Interest,
Was read a.second time, when
M r Hebard moved that the bill be engrossed and read a third 

time to-morrow.
Mr. Smyth of Linn moved to lay on the table, subject to the order 

of the House, (
Which motion was put and agreed to. •
So the said bill lies on the table, subject to the order of the 

House.
M r Bonham, (by leave,) presented the petition of sundry citi

zens of Johnson county, praying for the vacation of a part of a 
Territorial road therein named, and 

On.motion of M r Bonham,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to a select committee. ■
The Speaker appointed Messrs Bonham, Day and Willoughby 

said committee. , , ,
H . R. file, No. 113, A  Bill for an act making appropriations for 

the fiscal years of 1847 and; 1848,
Was read a second time, when . . .

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole House 

for the consideration of the same, and
.. A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r Smyth of Linn, reported that the com
mittee have according to order had the said bill, (No. 113,) under . 
consideration, and had directed him to report the same with amend
ments. . ..; : '

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being, W ill the House concur with the committee 

of the Whole in the said amendments?
And the question being stated,

■ And pending which, . . . . . .
And after debate,

On motion of M r Updegraff,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P . M .
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2 o’clock, P, Mi

The House resumed the consideration of the hill of the House, 
(N o. 113,) A  Bill for an act making appropriations for the fiscal 
years of 1847 and 1848;

The question being on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole, in the said amendments,

And which was pending when the House adjourned at its morn
ing session,

And the question being put, Will the House concur therein ?
I t was decided in the affirmative.-
So the said amendments w ere agreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Goodrell, to reconsider the vote 

ju st had, in so far as it relates to concurring in the amendment of 
the Committee of the Whole, to the fifteenth line of the first section 
of the said b ill;

And the question was stated, Shall so much of said vote be re
considered ?

And pending which,
A  call of the House was ordered,
And after the roll had been called twice through by the Clerk, 

the following members failed to answer to their names:
M essrs Cochran, Green, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smith of Mahaska 

and Steele.
M essrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of Mahaska, were excused on 

account of sickness, and . .
M essrs Cochran, Olmstead and Steele, sent for.
And after some time,
M r Goodrell moved that all further proceedings under the call 

be dispensed with.
W hich motion was put and agreed to.
So the further proceedings under the call were dispensed with.
The question recurred on the said motion of M r Goodrell, that so 

much of the said vote as relates to the amendment of the 15th line 
of the 1st section, be reconsidered,

And the question being put,
r Yeas 12

It was decided in the negative.  ̂Nays__21
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bowie, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Morton and Updegraff.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bonham, Clifton, Comstock, He- 

bard, Holland, King, Leffingwell, M 'M anus, Montague, Rathbun, 
Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, 
W right and Speaker Browne.

So the motion of M r Goodrell to reconsider was disagreed to, and 
the said amendment remains with the bill.

44
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And then,
On motion of M r Morton,

It was
Ordered, That the 42d rule he suspended, and that the said bill be 

read a third time now. '
The bill was accordingly read a third tim e;
And the question being put, Shall it pass ?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R. file, No. 116, A  Bill for an act regulating State roads; 
Was read a second time, and

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, To be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow.
M r Hebard, from the Committee of Ways and Means, to which 

was referred the bill of the House, (No. 88,) A  Bill for an act to 
provide for collecting and levying revenue for State and county 
purposes,

W ith sundry amendments;
'Reported tfie said bill with the said amendments engrossed, and 

with additional amendments.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said b ill ;
The question being, W ill the House concur in the said amend

ments ?
The said amendments were read, and
The question being put, W ill the House concur therein ?
And, pending which,
M r Bailey moved to amend the amendment of the committee, so 

as to strike out the word “ labor;”
Which motion was put and agreed to.
The question recurred,.W ill the House concur therein?
And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments of the committee, as amended by motion 

of M r Bailey, were agreed to.
A motion was then made by M r Smyth of Linn, to so amend the 

bill, as that owners of land might have two years to redeem their 
land after sale for taxes ;

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Clifton moved to further amend the ninth section of the Bill 

so as to exempt property to the amount of three hundred dollars in 
value from taxation and execution, when owned by a widow; 

W hich motion was put and disagreed to. '
M r Cochran moved to strike out Sections numbered fifty-four, 

fifty-five, fifty-six, fifty-seven and sixty-two, and insert the follow
ing in lieu thereof.

Section 54. The Treasurer of each County in which such lands 
or town lots shall have been advertised for sale for taxes as herein 
before prescribed shall attend at the Court House, or if  there be no
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Court House, then at the place of holding courts in said county on 
the day for which said sale is fixed in  the advertisement, and be
tween the hours of ten o’clock, A. M. and three o’clock, P. M. shall 
proceed to sell and strike off to the Commissioners of the proper 
county, and their successors in office at the sum of the taxes inter
est and costs each unredeemed lot, tract or parcel of land advertis
ed for sale as aforesaid, commencing with the first lot, tract or par
cel named in the list, and proceeding until the whole are so sold.

Said treasurer shall if  necessary adjourn until the next day at a 
similar hour, and so from day to day (Sundays excepted) until the 
sales are all completed.

Sec. 55. That where any lot, tract or parcel of land, shall be sold 
for the non-payment of taxes, interest and costs, as aforesaid, it 
shall be lawful for the owner or owners, their agent or attorney, 
within two years from the time of the sale of said lot, tract or parcel 
of land, as aforesaid, to redeem the same, by paying into the hands 
of the said Treasurer for the use of the county, the amount of the 
taxes, interest at fifty per cent, and costs accrued up to time of such 
redemption, and take his receipt therefor, as in other cases of pay
ment of taxes upon real estate; and the said Treasurer is hereby 
authorized and required, if  necessary, to inquire under oath or af
firmation of such person, as to his or her right to appear and re
deem as aforesaid.

Sec. 56. A t any time after the expiration of the two years in the 
next preceding section specified, the said Treasurer shall upon de
mand, make and execute a Deed for such unredeemed lot, tract or 
parcel of land sold as aforesaid, to the county commissioners of the 
proper county, and their successors in office, which Deed shall be 
acknowledged or proven as other Deeds are or may he required by 
law to be acknowledged or proven, and shall have the same force 
and effect to all intents and purposes as Deeds of Sheriffs for real 
estate sold under, and by virtue of an execution upon a judgment at 
law.

Sec. 57. Said County Commissioners or their successors in office, 
may at any time after the execution of the Deed to them, in the next 
preceding section specified, sell or lease as natural persons may, 
any such lot, tract or parcel of land, to any responsible person, as the 
best interests of the party may require, and the proceeds and prof
its of such sale or lease, shall be paid into the county treasury, and 
become a part of the revenue thereof.

Sec. 58. The Deed made by the Board of County Commissioners, 
upon the sale of any such real estate shall be in the name of, and be . 
signed by them in their official capacity, attested by the Clerk, and 
sealed with the seal of said Commissioners, and acknowledged as 
Deeds made by Sheriffs, when execution and sale are made.

Sec. 63. That the provisions of this A ct shall relate to and in
clude all delinquent lands and town lots upon’which [taxes] now 
are due and remain unpaid in whole or in part for the last two fis
cal years, and that the act of the Territorial Legislature, to provide 
for assessing and collecting the public revenue, approved Feb. 15th,
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1844, and all other acts and parts of acts, coming within the provis
ions of this act, be and the same are hereby repealed.

The said amendments w ere read,
And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays—23
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Baker, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Day, Morton, Steele, 

Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.
Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs* Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, M at
son, M 'M anus, Montague, Sathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of 
Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore and Willoughby.

M essrs Green, Lyons, O’Brien, Olmstead and Smith of Mahaska 
being absent and excused.

So the said amendments were disagreed to.
M r Hebard moved to further amend the bill by adding the fol

lowing after section 60: .  .
“ That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the delin

quent lists of the preceding year or years and pay the same into the 
County and State Treasuries, as they are herein required to pay in 
the taxes for the current year, and also to keep a separate account 
of the same and specify in said [lists] to the clerk of the Board of 
Commissioners for what year the same was collected;

W hich motion was put and agreed to.
M r Hebard moved to further amend, by adding the following to 

section No. 60:
“That the portion belonging to the State Treasury shall be certifi

ed to the Auditor of State by the Clerk of the Board of Commission
ers, and the amount shall be paid by the Treasurer, to the State 
Treasurer at the time, and in the manner of paying over the State 
revenue for any current year;”

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Hebard moved to further amend, by adding the following pro

viso to the last section:
“ Provided, That nothing in this act shall prevent any person now 

holding office in this State from holding the same until the expira
tion of the period for which they may have been elected.”

M r Goodrell moved to amend the amendment, by striking out all 
after the word “ until,” and inserting “the first Monday in August, 
1847;”

Which motion was put and agreed to.
The question then recurring upon the amendment as amended, 
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
M r Whitmore moved to further amend, by striking out the word 

“ freehold” in the second section,
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
After which,
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On motion of M r Hebard,
The bill was
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
M r Montague, (by leave) moved the following resolution which 

was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That this House hold evening sessions until otherwise 

ordered, commencing at half past six o’clock.
M r Montague, (by  leave) offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That no new bill shall be introduced after the 22d 

inst., unless by general consent;
Which was read and disagreed to.
Senate file, No. 36, A  Bill' for an act to repeal the charter of the 

town of Davenport, and the report of the committee on Incorpora
tions,

Was taken from the table and read a second time, and 
The report of the committee concurred in, and ’ '
The 42d rule suspended, and the bill read a third time, passed, 

and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H. R. file, No. 117, A' Bill for an act for the relief of John W il

son;
Was read a second time, when
M r Bonham moved to lay the bill on the table,
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
And then,

On motion of M r M ‘Manus,
The 42d rule was suspended and the bill read a third time;
And the question being put, Shall it pass?

SYpnc IQ
XT i n
Nays— 12.

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, King, Leffingwell, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, M or
ton, Rathbun, Sells, Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Matson; 

Montague, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.
Absent, M essrs Bonham, Clifton, Green, Lyons, O’Brien, Olm- 

stead, Smith of Mahaska and Steele.
So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 70, A n Act to incorporate the city of Farming

ton, in Van Buren county, ’
Was read a third time,.
And the question being put, Shall it pass?
And pending which,
M r Bonham moved to lay it on the table;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.



350 JO U R N A L  O F  T H E

T he  question recurred , Shall it pass?
A nd being put, •

I t  was decided in the affirmative, \  >TeaS
' I N ays— 10.

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Coch

ran, Comstock, Goodrell, H ardy, H ebard, Holland, K ing, M ‘M anus, 
M ‘P herrin , M orton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, 
W illoughby, W right and Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in  the negative, arc
M essrs. Bonham, D ay, Kinsm an, Leech, Leffingwell, M atson, 

M ontague, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn and W hitm ore.
A bsent, M essrs Lyons and Olmstead.
A bsent and siek, M essrs G reen, O ’B rien and Smith of M ahas

ka.
. So the bill passed, and the title was agreed to.

O rdered , T hat the C hief C lerk acquaint the Senate therew ith. 
On motion of M r M ‘P herrin ,

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 
the Senate disagreed to, to the bill of the H ouse, (N o. 43 .) A  Bill 
for an act creating a Board of Public W orks; and provide for the 
im provem ent of the Desmoines river;

T he said amendments w ere read, when
A  motion was made by M r M ‘P herrin , that the House recede 

from  its disagreem ent to the amendments of the Senate, to sections 
tw o and th ree of the said bill.

A nd the question being put, Shall the H ouse so recede?
I t  was decided in the negative.
T he H ouse refusing  to recede,

I t  was
Resolved, T hat the H ouse insist upon its disagreement to the 

amendments of the Senate to sections two and three of the said bill 
o f the H ouse, (N o . 4 3 .)

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk acquaint the Senate of the pro
ceedings of the H ouse upon the said amendments.

A  motion w as then made by M r Rathbun, that the H ouse adjourn 
un til 9  o’clock, A . M ., to-morrow;

A nd the question being put,

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, $ }lCaS’ ( N ays— 12.
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are ,
M essrs A nderson, Baker, B lair, Bonham, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

D ay, Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, K ing, Leffingwell, M ‘M anus, 
M orton, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, 
W righ t and Speaker Brow ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Comstock, H ardy, K insm an, Leech, Lyons, M at

son, M ‘P herrin , M ontague, Reynolds, W hitm ore and W illoughby.
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Absent and sick, Messrs Green, O’Brien, and Smith of Mahas
ka.

Absent, M r Olmstead.
So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. *
And the House accordingly adjourned until 9 o’clock, A . M ., to

morrow. ■

Friday Morning, February 19th, 1847.

M r Bonham, (by leave,) presented a claim of A . H . Palmer, 
against the State of Iowa,

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Bonham,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
M r Bonham from the select committee to which was referred 

the petition of sundry citizens of Johnson county, praying for the 
vacation of a portion of a Territorial Road from Davenport to Iowa 
City, reported

H . R . file, No. 125, A  Bill for an act to vacate a part of a T er
ritorial Road therein named;

W hich was read a first time.
M r Sells, from the committee on Elections, to which was referred 

the Joint Resolution of the Senate, (No. 71) Joint Resolution con
cerning the taking effect of Acts, public and private, reported the 
same without amendment.

M r Sells, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, that 
they have on this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, 
for his approval;

A n Act to establish a State Road from Fairview, in Jones county, 
to Pioneer Grove, in Cedar county; and ■

A n A ct to require certain officers to hold their offices at the 
county seats.

M r Smyth of Linn, made the following report in writing:
The select committee to whom was referred the petition of citi

zens of Jones, and other couuties, asking the passage of an act re 
quiring the Commissioners of Du Buque, Jones, Cedar and Linn 
counties, to lay an additional tax for the year 1847, for the purpose 
of covering and enclosing the bridges on the M ilitary Road across 
the North and South Maquoketa, and the Wapsipinicon rivers, 
have had the same under consideration, and are of opinion that it is 
inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petition, and ask to be dis
charged from the further consideration of the same.

M r Smyth of Linn, from the committee on Roads and Highways, 
made the following report in writing: ’

The committee on Roads and Highways, to whom was referred 
the petition of citizens of Jasper and Marion counties, asking the 
.passage of an act to lay out and establish a State Road from the .di
vide between Desmoines and Skunk rivers, near the Red Rock
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Road, to the county seat of Polk county, have considered the same 
and recommend me to report, that it is inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the petition, and ask to be discharged from its further con
sideration.

M r Cochran, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported, 
that they have examined,

H. R. file, No. 88, A  bill for an act providing for levying and 
collecting revenue for State and County purposes.

H. R. file, No. 124, A  Bill for an act to provide for criminal 
returns, and find them correctly engrossed.

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary,
' M b  S p e a k e r :
I fim directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 

Senate have passed,
Senate file, No. 98, A n A ct to establish the boundaries of certain 

counties therein named;
Also, w ith amendments,
H . R. file, No. 94, A n Act to incorporate the city of Keokuk;
In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested,
And then he withdrew.

M r Morton, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 
leave, and introduced,

H . R. file, No. 126, A  Bill for an act fixing the time of holding 
District Courts in the first Jndieial D istrict in this S tate;

W hich was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time, 
and

On motion of M r Morton, '
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee.
The Speaker appointed Messrs Cochran, Williams, Goodrell, 

Morton, Bowie and Day, said committee.
H . R. file, No. 118, A  Bill for an act for the location of a State 

road therein nam ed;
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Whitmore,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass

ed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
H . R. file, No. 119, A  Bili for an act to lay out and establish a 

a State road from Ottumwa to Wells Mill on Chariton river,
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the Bill read a third time, 

passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
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H . R. file, Ncj. 120, A  Bill to amend an act entitled A n Act; to 
regulate Blacks and Mulattos; Approved January 21st, 1839,

Was read a second time, when .•
M r 'M orton moved to indefinitely postpohfe the bill;
And the question being put, Shall the bill be indefinitely post

poned ?

It was decided in the affirmative, ' j jjays—-9^
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, Hardy, Hehard, King, Kinsman, Leech, Matson, 
M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smith of Mahaska, UpdegralF, 
Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Leffingwell, Lyons, Montague, Olm- 

stead, Reynolds, Whitmore, and Willoughby.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Holland, O’Brien and Smith of 

Mahaska.
M essrs Day, Smyth of Linn, and Steele, not voting.
So the Bill was indefinitely postponed.
H . R. file, No. 122, A  Bill for an act to stay certain proceedings 

at law, . . ■ '
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Cochran,
The same was referred to the Delegation from Lee County.
H . R. file, No. 42, A  Bill for an act to locate, establish and pro

vide for the support of a State U niversity; and
H . R. file, No. 44, A  Bill for an act to locate the Iowa State Uni-1 

versity, at Fairfield; and
■ The report of the Committee on Schools in relation thereto was
taken up, and the report read and concurred in ;

And the further consideration of the same postponed accordingly. 
Senate file, No. 61, An A ct to authorize the County Commission

ers to lay off their counties into County Commissioners’ D istric ts; 
Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 24, An A ct to incorporate the city of Du B uque; 
Was read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall it pass ?

And decided in the affirmative, j Nays—9^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Goodrell, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, 
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams; W right and Speaker' 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M at

son, Montague and Reynolds.
45 ;
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Messrs Green, Hebard, Kinsman, M 'Pherrin , O’Brien, Olmstead, 
Smith of Mahaska, Smyth of Linn and Willoughby, not voting.

So the bill passed and the title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H. R. file, No. 104, A Bill for an act to provide for the payment 

of expenses growing out of a call for a posse, in 1839, to prevent 
the exercise of a foreign jurisdiction within the limits of Iowa T er
ritory;

Was read a third time. ■
M r Bowie offered a substitute for the same ;
Which was read.
M r Day moved that the original bill be indefinitely postponed;
Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r Leifingwell then moved that the substitute be rejected;
And the question being put, . ■

It was decided in the affirmative, • j Nays—9^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bonham, Clifton, Coch

ran, Comstock, Day, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Leech, Leffingwell, 
Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smith of Mahaska, 
Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Willoughby, W right 
and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bowie, Goodrell, M M anus, King, M 'Pherrin , Morton, 

Rathbun, Sells and Williams.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, Kinsman and O’Brien.
So the said substitute was rejected. ,
M r Morton moved to reconsider the vote had on yesterday, on 

the report of the Committee of Conference on the bill of the House, 
(N o. 43,) A  Bill for an act creating a Board of Public Works, and 
providing for the improvement of the Desmoines r iv e r ;

And the question being put, Shall the said vote be reconsidered.

I t was decided in the negative, j  Nays— 21*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Comstock, Hardy, Hebard, King, 

Leech, Lyons, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Montague, Reynolds, Smith of 
Mahaska, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Day, 

Goodrell, Holland, Leffingwell, Matson, M M anus, Olmstead, 
Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right 
and Speaker Browne.

M essrs Green, Kinsman and O’Brien, being absent and excused.
So the motion to reconsider was lost.
M r Bailey moved that the committee have leave to confer again.
And the question being stated,
And, pending which,
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A  call of the House was ordered, and upon the roll being called 
over twice by the clerk,

M essrs .Green, Kinsman and O’Brien, were found absent.
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead that the absentees be ex

cused from attendance.
W hich motion was put and agreed to ;
And the further proceedings under the call dispensed with.- 
The question recurred,
And pending which, and 

On motion of M r Montague,
A  call of the House was ordered, and upon the roll being called 

over twice,
M essrs Green, O’Brien and Kinsman, found absent, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The further call of the House was, dispensed with.
Absentees excused.
The question recurred, W ill the House agree to the said motion 

of M r Bailey,
And being put,

I t  was decided in the affirmative, j Nays S^’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Leech, Lyons, M ‘Manus, 
M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Reynolds, Sells, Smith of M a
haska, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, W il
loughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Bonham, Hay, Goodrell, Leffingwell, Matson, 

Olmstead and Rathbun.
M essrs Green, O’Brien and Kinsman, absent and excused.
So the said bill was recommitted to the committee of conference,

with instructions to confer further upon the subject of the said dis
agreeing votes of the two Houses upon said bill.

H . R . file, No. 112, A  Bill for an act to establish a State road 
from the Raccoon forks of the Desmoines river, to M ‘Gregor’s land
ing on the Mississippi river, opposite Prairie du Chein;

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
• H . R . file, No. 110, A  bill for an act to establish a State road
from Iowaville, to Lancaster in Keokuk county;

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. ,
Hi R. file, No. 77, A  Bill for an act concerning water crafts and 

estrays;
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 8, An A ct to divide the State into two Congress

ional Districts, and the report of the committee on elections in rela
tion to the same,
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W as taken up and the report read.
M r Bowie moved to lay the same on the table, subject to the or

d er of the H ouse,
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
T he question on concurring in  the report of the committee was 

then  put,
A nd decided in  the affirmative.
M r Speaker B row ne, [M r H ebard  in the C hair,] moved that 

the 42d ru le be suspended, and that the bill be read a th ird  time 
now, . 1

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to, .
A nd the bill read a th ird  time accordingly;
A nd the question.being put, Shall it pass?.
A nd pending w hich,
M r Bowie moved to refer the bill to a select committee,
W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
T he question recurred , Shall it pass?
A nd being put,

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, j N ays 7^’
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, are .
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bailey, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Day, H ardy, K ing, Leech, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, M orton, 
Reynolds, Sells, Sm yth of L inn, Steele, Updegraff, W hitm ore, W il
loughby, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.
. Those who voted in the negative, are 

M essrs B lair, Bowie, Goodrell, H ebard, H olland, M 'M anus and 
W illiam s.

A bsent and excused, M essrs G reen  and O ’Brien.
M essrs Bonham, Leffingwell, Olmstead, R athbun and Smith of 

M ahaska, not voting.
So the bill passed and the title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate therew ith . 
A nd then  on motion of M r A nderson, the H ouse adjourned until 

2  o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

: M r Bonham, [b y  leave,) presented the petition of tw o hundred 
and tw enty-live citizens of the State of Iow a, praying the passage 
of a law  to locate the State U niversity  at Iow a City, and providing 
for the sale of lands donated by the G eneral G overnm ent,-for the 
endowment of said U niversity .

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Bonham,

O rdered, To be referred  to a select committee, w ith  instructions 
to report a bill in compliance w ith the prayer of the petition.

T he Speaker appointed M essrs Bonham, M orton and Sells, said 
committee.
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Senate file, No. 76, A n Act to amend the charter of the city of 
Burlington,

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Bowie,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 
third time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. ' 
Senate file, No. 78, A n A ct amendatory to the practice of the 

District and Supreme Courts of this State,
Was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 81, A n A ct to locate the Seat of Justice of Bu

chanan county,
Was read a first time, when 

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 85, A n Act to repeal A n A ct to authorize the 

appointment of a county agent in and for the county of Johnson,
Was read a first time, when . . . .

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a. second, and 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 84, A n Act in relation to the duty of State and 

County officers, in certain cases, ■
Was read a first time, when

On motion of M r Goodrell, .
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to. •
Senate file, No. 79, An Act in relation to the duties and powers 

of District Judges,
Was read a first time, when 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the hill read a second and third 

time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 41, A n Act to provide for the election of electors 

of President and Vice President of the United States,
Was read a first time, when 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time, 

and ■
Ordered, To its third reading to-morrow.
M r Bonham, (by leave,) presented, the petition of sundry citi

zens of Washington, Johnson and Muscatine counties, praying for 
the location of a State road from the north of English river, to 
Bloomington; . :

Which was read, and . : :
On motion of M r Bonham, .
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Ordered, To be' referred to the delegations from Washington, 
Johnson and Muscatine counties.

On motion of M r Montague,
H. R. file, No. 45, A Bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 

A n A ct concerning costs and fees; approved February 11th, 1843, 
Together with the report of the select committee, to which the 

same was referred,
Was taken from the table, and the report of the committee, (being 

a substitute for the bill,) read, when .
On motion of M r Cochran,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time; 
And then,

On motion of M r Montague,
It was
Ordered, To be committed to the committee of the whole House 

for to-morrow.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M i  S p e a k e r :

I  herewith return to the House of Representatives 
H. R. file, No. 109, An A ct to legalize the acts of Charles W. 

Hobbs, County Commissioners’ Clerk, and Recorder of Delaware 
county;

H . R. file, No. 119, A n Act to lay out and establish a State road 
from Ottumwa, to Wells Mill, on Chariton river;

H . R. file, No. 110, An A ct to establish a State road from Iowa- 
ville, to Lancaster, in Keokuk county, by the way of Creaseville; 

H . R. file, No. 118, An A ct for a road therein named;
The same having passed the Senate without amendment;
And then he withdrew.

Senate file, No. 87, A  Bill for an act to authorize general In
corporations for other purposes than those of pecuniary profit;

Was read a first time.
On motion of M r Morton,

The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a second time, and, 
On motion of M r Hebard,

Amended by striking out the second section;
M r M ‘Manus moved, to further amend by adding the words, 

“ Colleges and” after the word “o f” and before the word “Semina
ry ” in the fifth line of the first section,

Which motion was put and agreed to.
M r M ‘Manus moved that the 42d rule be suspended and that the 

Bill be read a third time now ;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
And then,

On motion of M r Morton,
Ordered, That the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Incorporations with instructions to report on to-morrow morning.
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Senate file, No. 90, A n A ct to amend : an act for the partition of 
real property; approved Jan. 4th, 1839,

Was read a first time, when,
On motion of M r Sells,

The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second and third 
time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 73, A n Act in relation to the sale of lands under 

execution, .
Was read a first time, when -
M r Cochran moved that the Bill he rejected ;

• And the question being put, Shall thd said bill be rejected ?
I t was decided in the negative. . ... .
So the House refused to reject the said bill. ; , . : '
Senate file, No. 92, A  Bill for A n A ct in relation to the Salt 

Springs granted to this State ; ’
Was read a first time, when 

On motion of M r Bowie,
I t was
Ordered, That the 42d rule be suspended and that the Bill be read 

a second time now ;
The Bill was accordingly read the second time, and,

On motion of M r Bowie,
Ordered, To be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

with instructions to report to-morrow.
On motion of M r Baker,

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re
ported from the Senate to the Bill of the House (N o. 96.)

The question being put, W ill the House concur therein?
And, pending which, ,

On motion of M r Baker, . . . .
I t  was ■
Resolved, That the House disagree to the said amendments of the 

Senate to the said Bill of the House (No. 96,) A Bill for An A ct 
to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the collection of de
mands against boats and vessels, Approved December 20, 1838. 

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate thereof.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the House 

(No. 88,) A Bill for an act to provide for levying and collecting 
revenue, for State and county purposes.

The said bill was then read a third time,
And then, on motion,
The first blank was filled with “ one,”
The second blank, being in the 10th section, “ twenty-five;”

“ ' Third “  “ “ “ ( “ forty;”
“ Fourth “ “ 19th “ “ four mills;”
“ Fifth “ “ “ “ “ two'mills;”

And the sixth blank, being the blank in section 42, with the 
words,
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“ Four per cent, when it does not exceed two hundred and fifty 
dollars.”

The question recurred, Shall it pass ?
And being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
Ordered that the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Sen

ate in the said bill.
M r Bonham, (by leave,) presented a claim of James P. Brad

shaw, against the State of Iowa,
Which was read, and

On motion of M r Bonham, '
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
H . R. file, No. 124, A n A ct to provide for criminal returns,
Was read a third time, when
M r Cochran moved to fill the first blank with “ ten dollars,”
M r Lyons moved to amend the motion, by filling with “ fifty do- 

lars,”
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question then recurring upon the original motion,
And being put,
It was agreed to.

On motion of M r Sells,
The second blank was filled with “ fifty dollars.”
The question recurred, Shall it pass ?
And being put, it was decided in the affirmative.

, So the said bill passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
, M e  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 100, A n A ct to legalize the acts of a Justice of 
the Peace therein named; and with amendment,

H . R. file, No. 115, An Act to authorize Robert Childers and his 
associates, to construct a dam across Muscatine Slough, in Louisa 
county. . ’ '
"• In  all of which, the concurrence of the House is requested. 

Also, without amendment, , ^
H . R. file, No. 117, A n A ct for the relief of John Wilson, and 
H. R. file, No. 123, An Act supplemental to an act to provide 

for finishing the public buildings in Washington county.
The Senate have concurred in the amendments made by the 

House to Senate file, No. 36, A n Act to repeal the charter of the 
town of, Davenport; and rejected 

,H. R . file, No. 26, Joint Resolution in relation to the extending 
a mail route from Brighton, via Richland in Keokuk county, to Os- 
ealoosa, in Mahaska county,

And then he withdrew.
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The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 
the Senate to the hill of the House, (No. 75,) A  Bill for an act to 
establish new counties and define their boundaries.

The question being, W ill the House concur therein? ;
’ And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative. '
So the said amendments of the Senate to the saidbill of the House, 

were concurred in.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Senate to the bill of the House, (N o. 49,) A  Bill for an act to 
authorize general incorporations.

The amendments were read, and
The question being, W ill the House concur therein?
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments were agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
A  motion was then made by M r Blair, that the House do now 

adjourn until to-morrow, 9 o’clock, A . M.
M r Olmstead moved to amend so as to adjourn until 6 j  o’clock, 

P .M .;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred, upon the motion of M r Blair;
And being put, ,

It was decided in the affirmative. j Nays— 12*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
M essrs Anderson, Blairf Bowie, Clifton, Comstock,. Goodrell, 

M 'M anus, Matson, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Up- 
degraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Cochran, Day, Hebard, King, Kinsman, Leech, 

Lyons, Montague, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn and Whitmore. ..
. Absent, M essrs Baker, Bonham, Hardy, Leffingwell, M ‘Pherriu 
and Willoughby.

Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of Mahaska.
So the motion to adjourn was agreed to,
And the House accordingly adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M ., 

to-morrow.

Saturday Morning, February 20th, 1847.
‘ f  -

M r Morton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Henry 
county, praying for the passage of an act to authorize the opening 
of the United States military road.

On motion of M r Morton, ; : ■ !
46 •
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Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 
that the same be referred to a select committee.

The Speaker appointed M essrs Morton, Updegraff and Clifton, 
said committee.

M r Kinsman presented the petition of sundry citizens of W ash
ington and Jasper counties, praying for the location of a State road 
from Brighton, in Washington county, to the town of Newton, in 
Jasper county;

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Kinsman,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and 
Highways.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jones 
county, praying for an alteration in the law in relation to crimes and 
punishments;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Incorpo
rations.

M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jones 
county, praying for the passage of an act to regulate the charges of 
physicians;

Which was read, and 
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be referred to a select committee.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Smyth of Linn, Matson and Coch

ran, said committee.
M r Matson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jackson 

and Jones counties, praying for a new apportionment of representa
tion to the county of Jones;

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Matson,

Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from Jackson and 
Jones counties.

M r LeiBngwell asked, obtained leave and introduced,
H. R. file, No. 29, Joint Resolution to authorize A . H. Palmer 

to print three thousand copies of the laws passed at the present 
session;

Which was read a first time, when
M r Leffingwell moved that . :
The 42d rule be suspended, and that the resolution be read a 

second time now ;
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Bonham, from the select committee, to which was referred 

the petition of sundry citizens of the counties of Washington, John
son and Muscatine, in relation hereto, reported:

H . R . file, No. 127, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road there
in named.;

Which was read a first time, and
On motion of M r Bonham, •
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The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill. . " >

Mr Sells, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they have examined,

H. R. file, No. 117, An act for the relief of John Wilson;
. H. R. file, No. 123, An Act supplemental to an act entitled An 
Act to provide for finishing the public buildings in Washington 
county; approved the 11th day of Feb. 1847;

H. R. file, No. 49, An Act to authorize General Incorporations ; ; 
H. R. file, No. 75, An Act to establish new counties, and define 

their boundaries, in the late cession from the Winnebago Indians;
H. R, file, No. 109, An Act to legalize the acts of Charles W. 

Hobbs, County Commissioners’ Clerk and Recorder of Delaware 
county; '

And find them correctly enrolled.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Bowie from the committee on the Judiciary made the follow

ing report:
The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the bill of 

the House, (No. 63,) A Bill for an act to fix the times and places 
of holding the Supreme Court, have had the same under consider
ation, and have instructed me to report the bill with the following 
amendments, to wit:

In the third line of section first, strike out “July” and insert “De
cember.” In the fourth line in the same section strike out “Du
buque in the county of Dubuque,” and insert “Davenport in the 
county of Scott,” and strike out “September” in the fifth line, and 
insert “ July,”  also

The bill of the House, (No. 82,) A Bill for an act to prohibit the 
vending of Nostrums or patent Medicines, and recommend the in
definite postponement thereof.

M r Smyth of Linn from the committee on roads and Highways, 
to which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the coun
ties of Benton and Buchanan, in relation hereto, reported

H. R. file, No. 128, A Bill for an act to lay out and establish a 
State road from the county seat of Benton county, to the county seat 
of Buchanan county;

Which was read a first time, when 
On motion of Mr Smyth of Linn,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, passed and title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Willoughby from the select committee tp which was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Van Buren and Davis counties* in 
relation hereto, reported

H. R. file, No. 129, A Bill for an act to locate a State road 
therein named,
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Which was read a first time, when 
On motion qf M r Willoughby,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read.a second time. 
M r Leech moved to amend the bill, by adding the following as 

section th ird : '
“ Sec. 3. That if  it should appear to the county commissioners of 

Davis countyj that the . road is not of public utility,,they shall, not 
allow any compensation for establishing the same ill Davis'county; 

Which motion was put and agreed to. ‘ 1
A fter which, , . ' . ' '
The 42d rule was again suspended, arid the bill read a third 

time, passed, and its title agreed to. ’ : ;  , ; '
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the'concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
M r Sells from the committee on Incorporations to which was re 

ferred the bill of the Senate, (N o. 87,) An A ct to authorize gerie- 
ral Incorporations, for other purposes than those of pecuniary pro
fit, reported the same back to the House with the following addi
tional section, to' wit: ' ' "

Section 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from and af
ter its publication in the newspapers of Iowa city. . , ' ■

On motion of M r Sells,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being, Will the House concur in . the said amend

ment?
r .  And being put,
, I t  was decided in the affirmative.

So the said report was concurred in,
And the bill accordingly amended by adding the said, section 

thereto, when
On motion of M r Sells,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the Bill read a third time, 
passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Hebard from the Committee on Ways and Means, to which 
was referred the Bill of the Senate, (No. 92,) entitled A n A ct in 
relation to the Salt Springs, granted to this State reported the same 
with the following amendments ;

Strike out the words “if so many can be found” in the fifth line 
of the first section, ;

Also,
Strike out of the 2d Section the words “ such amount as the Gov

ernor may think reasonable, not exceeding five hundred dollars” 
and insert “ two dollars per day for every day he may be necessari
ly employed in the discharge of the duties required by this act.” 

On motion of M r Hebard, .
1 The House proceeded to the consideration of the said Bill,

The question being, W ill the House concur in the said amend
ments ?



HO USE O F R E P R E SEN T A T IV E S. 365

And the question being put ? .
: I t  was decided in the affirmative. . ' ; :

The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time pass
ed, and its title agreed to. .. , ’

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate thereof.
M r Bonham from the Select Committee to which was referred 

the petition of citizens of the State of Iowa, praying for the passage 
of an act in relation hereto, reported, .

. H . R. file, No. 130,  ̂A ,B ill for A n Act to locate and establish a 
State University, , •.

Which was read a first time, and, , . . ;
On motion of M r Bonham, •

The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a second time, and
On motion of M r Lyons, "

Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on Schools, 
with instructions to report on Monday next.

M r Cochran from the Select Committee to which was referred 
the Bill of the House (No. 126) A Bill for A n Act fixing the time 
of holding the District Courts in the first Judicial District in this 
State, reported the same without amendment.

On motion of M r Cochran,- : '
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said Bill. : ■ 
And then, ' .

On motion of M r Cochran, .
The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time, pass

ed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
M r. Matson on leave granted, and previous notice given, intro

duced
H . R . file, No. 131, A  Bill for A n A ct to provide for the place 

of holding District Courts in Jones County, - ■■■■■•
W hich was read a first time, and, 1 ’ ’ ,

On motion of M r Matson, - •
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second and 

third time, passed and title agreed to ;
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead that the House proceed to 

the consideration of the joint resolution of the Senate, (No. 6 ,) 
Joint Resolution relative to the Mexican war. .

And the question being put,

I t was decided in the negative, \   ̂N a ^  17’
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are : :
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, 

Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, ; Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore, Williams and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
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M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 
Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, 
Steele, Updegraff, W right and Speaker Browne.

Absent M essrs Baker, Goodrell, Hardy and Lyons.
Absent on account of sickness, M essrs Green, O’Brien and 

Smith of Mahaska.
So the motion of M r Olmstead was disagreed to.

On motion of M r Kinsman,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the House, disagreed to by the Senate, to the bill of the Senate, (No. 
16,) entitled A n Act to  lay off and establish new counties in the late 
cession from the Winnebago Indians.

The question being, Will the House recede from its said amend
ments disagreed to, to the said bill of the Senate, (N o. 16;)

And the question being put,
And, pending which,
And, after debate, and

On motion of M r Kinsman, >
Resolved, That the House insists on its amendments disagreed 

to, and agrees to the conference asked by the Senate, on the disa
greeing vote of the two Houses to the said bill of the Senate, (N o. 
16.)

Ordered, That M r Kinsman, M r Cochran and M r Goodrell, be 
the Managers to conduct the conference on the part of the House.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed
ings of the House upon the said amendments.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution concerning the taking effect 
of acts, public and private;

Was read a second time, when 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 
passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 73, An Act in relation to the sale of land under 

execution;
Was read a second time, when 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The bill was amended by striking out the following words, to writ: 

“ in the weekly newspapers printed in Iowa City,” when'
On motion of M r Leffingwell,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, 
and

The question being put, Shall it pass?
It was decided in the negative.
So the said bill was rejected.
Senate file, No. 41, A n Act to provide for the election of electors 

of President and Vice President of the United States,
Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
H . R. file, No. 33, A  Bill for an act making judgments rendered
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in  the Supreme Court, liens upon real estate, in any county in this 
State, '

Was read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall it pass? ,

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays— 19*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Bonham, Bowie, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Sells and 
Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are .
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Hardy, King, Leech, 

M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Steele, Whitmore, Williams, W right and Speaker 
Browne.

Absent, M r Olmstead. •-
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of M ahas

ka.
So the said bill was rejected.
Senate file, No. 78, A n Act amendatory to the practice of the 

District and Supreme Courts, in this State,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass

ed and its title agreed to. '
Senate file, No. 88, An A ct to complete the change from a T er

ritorial, to a State government,
Was read a second time, and ; '

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 

passed, and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 94, A n A ct to change the name of Belleview, in 

Jackson county, -
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
T he 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

lime, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 98, A n Act to establish the boundaries of certain 

counties therein named,
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and th ird  

time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 100, A  Bill for an act to legalize the acts of a 

justice of the peace therein named, '
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Morton,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

time, passed and its title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
M r Olmstead moved to adjourn;
Which motion was put, and disagreed to.
H. R. file, No. 45, A Bill for an act amendatory of An Act con- 

cerning costs and fees ; approved February 11th, 1843;
Being the order of the day, ,

On motion of Mr Hardy,
The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 

for the consideration of the same, and
After some time spent therein, M r Speaker resumed the chair, 

and M r Lyons reported that the committee have, according to order, 
had the said bill, (No. 45) under consideration, and had directed 
him to report the same with an atnendinent.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill,
The question being, Will the House concur with the Committee 

of the Whole in the said amendment ?
And the question being put,
And pending which,
And after debate, •

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. 31,

The House proceeded again to the consideration of the amend
ments of the Senate, to the bill of the House, (No. 76,) A Bill for 
an act to establish and lay out a State road from Iowa city to Fort 
Desmoines, in Polk county.

The question-being upon receding and agreeing to the amend
ments of the Senate, insisted on, to the title and first section of the 
said bill of the House, (No. 76;)

. And the question being stated, Will the House recede from its 
disagreement to the said amendments ?

And pending which,
And after debate,
M r Sells moved that the House adhere to its disagreement to the 

said amendments of the Senate to the said bill of the House;
. And the question being put, Shall the House adhere ?
It was decided in the affirmative, $ -KcasI JNays—13. >
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, Holland, King, M‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells; 
Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright and Speaker, Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are >
Messrs Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, 

Lyons, Matson, Montague, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and 
Willoughby. .

Absent, Messrs Baker, Hebard, M 'Pherrin and Olmstead.
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A bsent on account of sickness, M essrs G reen, O ’B rien  and Smith 
of M ahaska.

A nd so it  was
Resolved, T hat the H ouse “  adhere”  to its disagreem ent to the 

amendments of the Senate insisted on, to the title  and first section of 
the said bill of the H ouse (N o . 7 6 .)

M r Bonham made a motion for a committee of conference relative 
to the disagreeing votes of the  tw o H ouses, upon the said bill of 
the H ouse, (N o . 7 6 ;)
- W hich motion the Speaker decided to be out o f order, inasm uch 
as the bill, ( in  the opinion of the ch a ir ,)  w as lost by the vote of the 
H ouse “ adhering”  to its disagreem ent to the amendments of the 
Senate to the said bill, w hich amendments had been insisted  on by 
that H ouse.

A nd  that this being the stage of the proceedings, the bill could 
only be reached by  a motion to reconsider the vote had adhering to 
its disagreem ent to the said Senate amendment..

In  w hich decision of the chair the H ouse acquiesced.
So the said.bill stands re jected . .
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate of the action of 

the H ouse upon the said bill.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of its amendments d is

agreed to, to the. bill of the Senate, (N o . 3 2 ,)  entitled A n  A ct to 
provide for the election of U nited  States Senators and other otBcers, 
being a substitute for the H ouse b ill of the same number, and title . 

T he question being upon receding from said amendments,
A nd  after debate, .
T h e  question w as stated, Shall the H ouse recede ?
A nd pending w hich, .
M r Lyons moved the previous question; and the main question 

was o rd e red  and put, v iz ., Shall the H ouse recede from its said 
amendments to the bill of the Senate ? ■ : ■ .

A nd decided in  the affirmative.
So the said bill stands, passed as reported  from the Senate. ' 
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate of the proceed

ings of the H ouse upon the said bill.
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 

the Senate to the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 9 4 ,)  A  Bill for an act to 
incorporate the city of K eokuk.

T he  said amendments w ere  read,
T he  question being upon concurring therein ;
A nd  the question being put, W ill the H ouse concur therein  ? !
I t w as decided in the affirmative. ■
So the said amendments w ere  agreed to,
A nd  the said bill stands passed as amended. , »
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  notify the Senate of the action of 

the H ouse upon the said amendm ents. \  .
M r Sells from the committee on E nro lled  B ills, reported  that they 

have examined, , , .
H . R . file, N o. 110, A n A ct to establish a State Road from Iow a-, 

ville, to L ancaster, in  K eokuk county, by w ay of C reaseville.
47 .
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H . R. file, No. 118, A n A ct for a road therein named.
H. R. file, No. 119, A n Act to lay out and establish a State Road 

1 from Ottumwa, to W ells’ Mill on Chariton river; and find them cor
rectly enrolled.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Matson from the committee on Schools, to which was refer

red the bill of the House, (N o. 130,) A  Bill for an act to locate 
and establish a State University, reported that they have had said 
bill under consideration, and that after carefu l. examination they 
had directed him to report the same as amended by the committee, 
in the body of the bill.

On motion of M r Lyons,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being upon concurring in the said amendments, 
And the question was stated, W ill the House concur?
And pending which,
And after debate,- ;
M r Lyons moved to lay the same on the table.
And the question being put, Shall the said bill be laid on the ta

ble? . '

I t  was decided in the negative, j  Nays—-22'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, H e- 

bard, King, Lyons, Morton, Steele, Updegraff and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hol

land, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, 
Montague, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, 
Whitmore, Williams and Willoughby.

Absent, M r W right. '
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O ’Brien, and Smith of Mahaska. 
So the motion of M r Lyons was disagreed to.
The question recurred, when 
M r Leffingwell moved the previous question,
And the main question was ordered and put, viz: W ill the House 

concur? < ■
And decided in the affirmative; . :
So the amendments of the committee to the said Bill were concur

red in.
And then, |

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, That the usual number of copies thereof be printed for 

the use of the House.
H . R . file, No. 116, A  Bill for an act regulating State roads, was 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Ordered, to be taken from the table and read a third time,
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The said Bill was accordingly read a third time, passed and its 
title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said Bill. ,

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell,'their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct in relation to the duties and powers of the District 

Judges;
A n A ct in relation to the duty of State and county officers in cer

tain cases;
A n Act to divide the State into two Congressional Districts ;
A n Act to authorize County Commissioners to lay off their coun

ties into County Commissioners’ Districts ;
A n A ct to amend the Charter of the City of Burlington ; and
A n Act to repeal the charter of the town of D avenport;
The same having passed both Houses of the General Assembly.
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated,
A n Act for the relief of John Wilson ;
A n A ct supplementary to an act to provide for finishing the Pub

lic Buildings in Washington County;
A n A ct to legalize the acts of Charles W . Hobbs, County Com

missioners’ Clerk, and Recorder of Delaware County;
A n A ct to establish New Counties, and define their boundaries, 

in  the late cession from the Winnebago Indians ;
A n A ct to authorize general Incorporations;
A n A ct for a road therein named;
A n A ct to establish a State road from Iowaville to Lancaster in 

Keokuk county, by the way of Creaseville; an d .
A n A ct to lay out and establish a State road from Ottumwa, to 

W ells’ M ill on Chariton river;
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate;
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts,
And then,

On motion of M r Lyons, ;
T he House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M ., on Monday next.

Monday Morning, February 22, 1847. ;

M r Clifton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Lee county 
praying for the location of a State Road from Salem to K eokuk;

Also, a remonstrance of citizens of Lee county against the loca
tion of said road, and

On motion of M r Clifton,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition and remonstrance be
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dispensed with, and that the same be referred to the standing com
mittee on Roads and Highways.

M r Morton presented a claim of A . W . Carpenter; also, a  claim 
of John Powell; and a claim of M r U sher; and also, a claim of 
John Lamereaux against the State of Iowa,

W hich were read, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

Ordered to be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
M r Bailey presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jelferson 

county, praying for the passage of an act to locate a State Road from 
Salem, in Henry county, to intersect the road in Lee county leading 
from Keokuk to Fairfield.

On motion of M r Bailey,
Ordered, That the reading of the petition be dispensed with, and 

that the same be referred to the standing committee on Roads and 
Highways.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M u S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 23, A n A ct creating a Board of Public W orks, 
and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river;

Senate file, No. 75, A n A ct providing for the election of Repre
sentatives in Congress; .

Senate file, No. 86, A n A ct to impose a Docket Fee on suits in 
the D istrict and Supreme Courts of this State.

Senate file, No. 102, An Act to repeal a certain part of an'.act 
entitled A n A ct for laying out and establishing a certain road there
in named, approved Feb. IS, 1847. , '

Senate file, No. 103, An A ct to change a part of the Territorial 
Road from Fort Madison to Mount P leasant;

In all of which I  am directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
The Senate have receded from its amendment to the bill of the 

House, (N o. 96,) entitled An A ct to amend an act entitled A n A ct 
to provide for the collection of demands against boats and vessels, 
approved Dec 20, 1838;

And have rejected the bill of the House, (N o. 106,) entitled An 
A ct to establish the rights of married women; 1

And have indefinitely postponed the bill of the House, (No. 100,) 
entitled A n A ct amendatory of an act concerning Wills and A d
ministrators ; ,

I  herewith present for your signature, ■ ‘ •
A n A ct concerning Justices of the Peace, and 
A n A ct to incorporate the City of Farmington, Van Buren county, 

Iow a; ■ • ■ '
The same having passed both Houses^ and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled.
And then he withdrew.
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T he Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Sells presented the claim of J .  Scott Richman, against the 

State of Iowa;
W hich was read, and .

On motion of M r Sells,
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims. 
M r Cochran, (by  leave,) moved the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the widow of the Hon. Reuben S. Conlee, de

ceased, late a member of this House, be allowed the per diem and 
mileage of said deceased, from the commencement of this session, 
until his successor appeared, was qualified and took his seat; 

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Olmstead, •

Amended by striking out all after the word “deceased,” in the 
third line, and inserting the following words, viz: “ during the en
tire session.”

M r Bonham moved to strike out the word “mileage;”
Which motion was put and disagreed to.
The question recurred, Shall it pass?
A nd the question being put,

I t wras decided in the affirmative, j Nays—T l'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Goodrell, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, 
M ‘Manus, Morton, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Up- 
degraff, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Hebard, Leech, Matson, 

M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Whitmore and W illiam s.
Absent, M essrs Ratlibun and Steele.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of Mahas

ka. ■ -
So the said resolution was agreed to.'
M r Smyth of Linn asked, obtained leave and introduced
H . R. file, No. 30, Joint Resolution relative to covering Bridges;
Was read a first time, and

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second time, 

and .
Ordered, To be referred to a select committee.
The Speaker appointed M essrs Smyth of Linn, Hebard and Good

rell, said committee.
M r Sells, from the committee on Elections, made the following 

report: '
The committee on Elections, to whom was referred the bill of the 

House, (No. I l l , )  A  Bill for an act defining the time of holding 
elections for State, D istrict and County officers, •/*
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H av e  had  th e  sam e u n d e r  considera tion , and  h av e  in s tru c te d  m e 
to  re p o rt  th e  sam e w ith  th e  fo llow ing  am endm ents.

S tr ik e  ou t “ section  5 ,”  and in se r t  “ O n  th e  f irs t M on d ay  in  A u 
g u s t, e ig h teen  h u n d red  and fo rty -e ig h t; and  b ienn ia lly  th e re a f te r , 
th e re  shall be  e lections h e ld  as a foresaid , fo r th e  e lection  o f R e p re 
se n ta tiv es ; and also, fo r Senato rs in  those  d is tric ts  w h e re  th e  te rm  o f 
th o se  e lected  has e x p ire d :”

S tr ik e  ou t th e  sev en th  sec tion , and su b s titu te  th e  fo llow ing:
T h e  e lection  o f C oun ty  C om m issioners sha ll tak e  p lace  as now  

p ro v id e d  b y  law ;
W h ic h  re p o rt, to g e th e r w ith  th e  b ill, w as,

O n  m otion  of M r  H eb ard ,
O rd e re d , T o  be laid  on the  tab le .
M r  Sells , from  th e  com m ittee on en ro lled  b ills , re p o rte d  th a t th ey  

h a v e  ex am ined  • , ■

H . R . file, N o . 94 , A  B ill fo r an  act to  in co rp o ra te  th e  c ity  o f 
K e o k u k ,

A n d  find th e  sam e c o rrec tly  en ro lled .
T h e  S p e a k e r  th en  signed th e  above en titled  act.
M r  M atso n , from  th e  se lec t com m ittee to  w h ic h  th e  sam e w as r e 

fe rre d , m ade th e  fo llow ing  rep o rt:
T h e  se lec t com m ittee, to w hom  w as re fe r re d  th e  pe tition  o f 

tw e n ty -s ix  c itizen s o f Jo n e s  coun ty , p ra y in g  for th e  passage  of a 
law  to a llow  said  coun ty  to e lec t one R ep resen ta tiv e  by h e rse lf , and 
S en a to r jo in tly ,

H a v e  had th e  sam e u n d e r  considera tion , and  a re  o f  th e  opinion 
th a t th e  n u m b er o f pe titio n ers  a re  too sm all to ind ica te  th e  g en era l 
w ish  o f th e  county , and th e re fo re  recom m end th a t th e  fu r th e r  con
sid e ratio n  o f th e  petition  be indefin ite ly  postponed .
■ M r,S m y th  o f L in n , from  th e  se lec t com m ittee to  w h ich  th e  sam e 

w as re fe rre d , m ade th e  fo llow ing  re p o rt: -
T h e  se lec t com m ittee to w hom  w as re fe r re d  th e  pe titio n  o f su n 

dry! c itizen s o f Jo n es  co u n ty , a sk in g  fo r th e  passage of an  act lim it
in g  th e  ch arg es o f P h y s ic ian s , hav e  considered  th e  sam e, and in 
s tru c te d  m e to re p o rt, th a t w h ile  th ey  are  a w a re  o f th e  b u rd en s  and 
g riev an ces th e  peop le  su s ta in  from  th is  sou rce, y e t th ey  a re  not sa 
tisfied  th a t an y  L eg is la tiv e  action is  n ecessa ry , b u t a  fu ll and fa ir  
com petition  w ill be  th e  b e s t rem ed y  for th e  p re v a ilin g  ev il.

M r  D ay  from  th e  com m ittee, on en ro lled  bills re p o rte d  th a t th e y  
h av e  on th is d a y ,p re se n te d  to his E x ce lle n cy  th e  G o v e rn o r for h is 
a p p ro v a l ;

H . R . file, N o . 123, A n  A c t su p p lem en tal to an  ac t en titled  an 
ac t to p ro v id e  for fin ish ing  th e  public  bu ild in g s in  W ash in g to n  
co u n ty , ap p ro v ed  th e  11 th  day of Ja n u a ry  1847;

H .  R . file, N o . 117, A n  A c t for th e  re lie f  o f  J o h n  W ilson ;
H . R . file, N o . 49 , A n  A c t to a u th o rize  g en era l in co rp o ra tio n s;

, H .  R . file,, N o . 75, A n  A c t to estab lish  n e w  coun ties, and define 
tk e ir  boundaries in  th e  late  cession  from  th e  W innebago  Ind ian s; ,

H . R . file, N o . 109, A n  A c t to lega lize  th e  acts o f C h arles W . 
H obbs, C oun ty  C om m issioners’ C le rk , and R eco rd e r o f D e law a re  
county ;
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A n  A c t for a State road therein  named;
A n A c t to establish a State road from Iow aville, to L ancaster, via 

C reaseville;
A n  A ct to lay out and establish a State road from O ttum w a, to 

W ells’ M ill on Chariton riv e r.
M r Cochran, (by  leave ,) th e  ru les having been suspended for 

that purpose, introduced
H . R . file, No. 132, A  B ill for an act for the re lief of the poor, 
W hich was read a first tim e, w hen § ,

On motion of M r Cochran,
T he 42d ru le  was suspended and the same read a  second and 

th ird  tim e, passed, and its title agreed to.
M r M atson in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced •
H . R . file, No. 133, A  Bill for an act to discontinue certain T e r

ritorial or State roads in the county of Jones, v  
W hich w as read a first tim e, w hen 

O n motion of M r M atson, '
T he  42d ru le  w as1 suspended, and the bill read  a  second and 

th ird  time, passed, and its title  agreed to. ■ '
M r Bonliam (b y  leave ,) the ru les having been suspended for 

that purpose,- introduced '
H . R . file, No. 134, A  Bill for an act to locate a State road th e re 

in  named, •
W hich w as read a first tim e; w hen

O n motion of M r Bonham, '
T he 42d ru le w as suspended, and the same read  a second tim e, 

w hen
O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn,

T h e  bill was amended by strik ing out the fifth section thereof. 
A nd  then, . . . . .

On motion of M r Bonham,
T he 42d ru le  was again suspended, and the bill read a th ird  tim e, 

passed and its title  agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 

Senate in  the said bills.
A  motion was made by M r Olmstead to take from the table the 

jo in t resolution of the Senate, (N o . 6 ,)  relative to the M exican 
w ar, and the report of the Committee on the M ilitia  relative thereto; 

A nd  the question being put,

I t  w as decided in  the affirmative, $ -KeaS ?  o’’ (  N ays— 13. .
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, B aker, Bowie, Bonliam, Clifton, D ay, H ardy , 

K ing, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, L y o n s /M a tso n , M ontague, 
Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W il
loughby. ■ _ . -

T hose w ho voted in  the negative, a re  ’ ; , i s
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Cochran, Comstock, G oodrell, H ebard,
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Holland, M ‘Marius, M ‘Pherrin, Rathbun, Updegraff, Williams and 
Speaker Browne.

Absent, M essrs Morton and W right.
Absent and unwell, Messrs Green, O’Brien, Smith of Mahaska 

and Steele.
So the motion prevailed, and the said resolutions and report were 

taken from the table accordingly."
The said report was then read, when
M r King asked, obtained leave and made the following minority 

report:
The minority of the Committee on Militia, to whom was referred 

the joint resolution of the Senate relative to the Mexican war, have 
had the same under consideration, and after careful examination, are 
constrained to differ with the majority, and dissent alike from the 
opinions embodied in the report, and the propriety of passing the 
joint resolutions of the Senate in their present form, as recommend
ed by the majority, and therefore respectfully submit, for the con
sideration of the House, the following substitute—

In recommending the passage of the appending resolutions, the 
minority are governed by what they deem a proper sense of pro
priety, and with a desire that only such feelings of gratitude and 
approbation shall be expressed as truth and the history, of the times 
warrant. A ndr although the minority differ with the majority, and 
the Senate, and cannot subscribe to that portion of the Senate’s reso
lution which extols the acts of the President and his cabinet, yet they 
do not withhold, but most cordially unite in expressions of thanks 
and gratitude to the gallant officers and brave soldiers of our army, 
for the imperishable honors they have won for themselves and their 
country.

Nor can the minority be induced, ( in  view of the popular preju
dice, which in'times of war overlooks, and for the time forgets the 
injuries inflicted by a weak government,) to withhold any expres
sion of opinions they may be called upon to make, or into the expres
sion of feelings they do not entertain, believing as they do that the 
one is an imperative duty; and the other, if  engaged in, a solemn 
mockery. Nor, can they be induced to assume a position they do 
not occupy, (by the hasty and intemperate charges of the designing,) 
or of opposing the administration, or the vigorous prosecution of the 
war, they do not indulge in expressions of abuse of the one, and 
desire the speedy and successful accomplishment of the other.

From these considerations, and for the purpose of setting them
selves right before the country and at the same time to preserve an 
established custom in its purity and truth ; the M inority respectful
ly submit and recommend the passage of the following Preamble 
and Resolutions.
- Whereas, our country is now involved in a w ar with Mexico, a 

war which was predicted by the Sage of Ashland and which cx- 
President Van Buren, used his influence to avert; a war which 
Senator Benton predicted would be the inevitable result of the an
nexation of Texas and which we believe was the main cause of the 
war; ■ . . . . . .
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And whereas, notwithstanding the country is involved in ; a war 
which better counsel might have avoided, still we deem it the duty 
of every citizen to stand by his country and to render her every aid 
required in enforcing the Constitution and lawts and in the defence 
of our national rights and national honor ; therefore,

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 
sensibly alive to the blessings of peace, and anxious for its restora
tion, upon just and honorable terms, are nevertheless ready at all 
times to encounter war with all its privations and horrors, in pre
ference to a sacrifice of national right or national honor.

Resolved, As the opinion of the General Assembly of Iowa, That 
under the circumstances, a just and honorable peace is only to be 
obtained by a vigorous prosecution of the war, and that for this pur
pose, the proper authorities should call into immediate and active 
operation, all the energies and resources of the United States, that 
may be deemed necessary to put a speedy and honorable termina
tion to the war, and act with an eye single to that purpose, in the 
appointment of commanding and subordinate Officers.

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa, be, and the same are hereby tendered to the gallant 
Officers and Soldiers of the American Army, for the glorious victo
ries they have achieved, and the imperishable honors they have won 
for themselves and their country;

And the said report being read,
M r Sells moved that the House concur therein.
M r Montague moved to amend so as that the House concur in the 

report of the majority.
The question being upon the motion of Mr Montague,
And the question being put, Will the House concur therein?
And pending which,
And after debate,
A call of the House was ordered,
And the roll being called twice over, by the clerk, - 
Messrs Green, Smith of Mahaska, Steele and Wright were found 

absent,
And after some time, Messrs Green, Smith of Mahaska, and 

Steele, being excused from attending, and M r Wright appearing, • 
it was,

Ordered, That the further proceedings under the call be dispens
ed with.

The question recurred, Will the House agree to the motion of Mr 
Montague?

And being put,
f ypns 1 7

It was decided in the negative, j Nays 19
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are '
Messrs Baker, Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and WillougTiby.

Those who voted in the negative, are !
48
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M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 
Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Sells, Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the motion of M r Montague was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Sells,
And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein ? 
And pending which,
And after debate, ■;
M r Cochran moved to amend the report of the minority, by adding 

the following additional Resolution, to wit:
“ Resolved, That in case of any acquisition of Territory to the 

United States at the termination of said war, and the establishment 
of peace between the two nations, it is earnestly recommended that 
the evil of slavery or involuntary servitude (except as a penalty for 
crimes committed) be forever prohibited within the limits of said 
acquired Territory.” ~

Which Resolution was read,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?;

I t was decided in the affirmative, j Nays— 9^'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Day, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Leech, Matson, 
M 'Fherrin , M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of 
Linn, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, W right and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Hardy, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, 

Montague, and Olmstead.
So the said resolution was agreed to.
And the report amended accordingly.

• The question recurred, Will the House concur in the said minori
ty report?

And pending which, •
A  division of the question was called for.

. The question being upon concurring in the first resolution of the 
minority of the committee;

And the question being put, W ill the House agree thereto?

It was decided in the affirmative, j  Nays_
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, K ins
man, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M 'M anus, M ‘Pherrin, 
Montague, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Up
degraff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, W right and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are 
M r Olmstead.
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So the first resolution was agreed to.
-The question then being upon agreeing to the second resolution; 
And being put,

The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, 

Cochran, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, 
Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pher- 
rin, Montague, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, 
Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, Wright and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are 
M r Olmstead.
So the second resolution was agreed to.
The question being upon concurring in the third resolution;
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?
It was decided in the affirmative, . $ KCaS ’’ I Nays—0.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Coch

ran, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, 
Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Manus, M'Pher- 
rin, Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, Williams, Willoughby, Wright and 
Speaker Browne.

Mr Baker not voting.
So the third resolution was agreed to.
The question was then taken upon agreeing to the last resolution, 

and agreed to.
And the question then being upon agreeing to the preamble to the 

same;
And the question was stated,
And, pending which,
And after debate,
Mr Lyons moved to amend the same, by striking out the words 
“ Which better counsel might have avoided.”
And the question being put, Shallthe preamble be so amended?

It was decided in the affirmative, j N ays-"l7!
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Baker, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Day, Hardy, 

Hebard, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, 
Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby. 

Those who voted in the negative, ate
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Comstock, Goodrell, Holland, 

King, M‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Updegraff, 
Williams, Wright and Speaker Browne.

It was decided in the affirmative.
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So the motion prevailed.
And the said words were accordingly stricken from the preamble.
A motion was then made by M r Day to lay the said preamble on 

the table;
And the question being put,

c y eas 17
It was decided in the negative, |  Nays 18*
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Baker, Bonham, 'Clifton, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leffingwell, Leech, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, 
Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Sells, Updegraff, Williams, Wright and Speaker Browne.

So the motion to lay on the table was disagreed to.
The question recurred, when ’
Mr Sells moved the previous question;

'And the question being stated, Shall the main question be now put?
And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the main question was ordered;
And the question being put, viz., Will the House agree to the 

said preamble as amended ?
It was decided in the affirmative, j Nays—15'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Corn- 

stock, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, 
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Updegraff, Williams, Wright and Speaker 
Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messr's Bailey, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffing

well, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of 
Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

So the said preamble as amended was agreed to.
And then,
On motion of Mr Sells,
Ordered, That the said substitute be engrossed for a third read

ing to-morrow.

A message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M b  S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 80, An Act in relation to the penitentiary:
Senate file, No. 82, An Act to amend an act relative to the Pro

bate of Wills, Executors and Administrators, &c. approved Feb. 
13, 1843;
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Senate file, No. 101, A n  A ct to provide for a term  of the S u 
prem e Court, and to change the time of holding the same;

Senate file, No. 104, A n  A c t for the appointm ent of an E ngineer 
to  survey the Desmoines river;

Senate file, No 89, A n  O rdinance assenting to the term s of the 
admission of Iow a into the Union;

Senate file, No. 93, A n A ct to provide for the location of a State 
Road from Dahlonega, in  W apello county, to Oscaloosa, in M ahaska 
county; :

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested. A lso, w ith 
out amendment,

H . R . file, No. 124, A n A ct to provide for criminal re turns;
II . R . file, No. 116, A n A c t regulating State Roads;
H . R . file, No. 127, A n  A ct to locate a State Road therein  na

med; and
H . R . file, No. 129, A n A ct to locate a State Road there in  na

med.
The Senate have agreed to the amendment made by the H ouse to 

Senate file, No. 87, A n  A ct to authorize general incorporations, 
A nd have disagreed to the amendments made to 
Senate file, No. 92, A n A ct in  relation to the Salt Springs grant

ed to this State;
A nd have indefinitely postponed,
H . R . file, No. 77, A n A ct concerning W ater Crafts and E strays. 
I  herew ith  presen t for your signature,
A n  A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie and other counties; 
A n  A ct to change the name of B ellview , in Jackson county;
A n  A ct to complete the change from a T errito ria l to a State G ov

ernm ent; and
A n A c t to provide for the election of U nited States Senators and 

other officers;
T he same having passed both houses and been reported  as cor

rectly  enrolled; '
A nd then  he w ithdrew .

T he Speaker then  signed the above entitled acts.
O n motion of M r Goodrell,

T he report of the committee on Claims, in  relation to various 
claims was taken from the table, and 

O n motion of M r Goodrell,
O rdered to be recom mitted to the Committee on Claims, w ith in 

structions to report as soon as practicable.
M r Cochran (b y  leave ,) presented the claim of A . S. G ray, 

against the State of Iow a, w hich was
O rdered, To be referred  to the committee on Claims.
H . R . file, No. 125, A  Bill for an A ct to vacate a part of a T e r

ritorial Road therein  named,
W as read a second time, w hen
M r Rathbun moved to amend the same, by adding the following 

to the first sec tion : “  A nd thus the County Road from the point
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where the State Road terminates to Iowa City, be and is hereby es
tablished a State Road,

Which motion was put and agreed to;
A fter which, and

On motion of M r Rathbun,
The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time, pass

ed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
M r Cochran, (the rules being suspended for that purpose,) in

troduced
H . R. file, No. 135, A substitute for a bill in relation to the rights 

of married women,
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 

House.
M r Leffingwell moved to take from the table,
H. R. file, No. 130, A  Bill for an act to establish a State Univer- 

sity,
And pending which,
M r Blair moved that the House adjourn,
And the question being put,

r y eas qq
I t  was decided in the negative, 1 Nays 20
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those w'ho voted in the affirmative, are''
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Hebard, Ly

ons, Morton, Whitmore, W right and Speaker Browne. >
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Baker, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hol

land, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, M 'M anus, Montague, 
Olmstead, Reynolds, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and 
Willoughby.

So the House refused to adjourn.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Leffingwell;
And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative, when 

On motion of M r Olmstead,
Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the committee of the 

whole House, for the afternoon session.
And then,

On motion of M r Day,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M.

2 o’clock, P. M.

H . R. file, No. 130, A  Bill for an act to locate and establish a 
State University, t ' •
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Being the order of the day,
W as considered in  committee of the whole H ouse, M r Comstock 

in  the Chair;
A nd after some time spent therein , the cpmmittee • rose, and by 

the ir chairman reported the bill w ithout amendment.
T he H ouse proceeded to the fu rther consideration of the said

B ill,
M r Bonham moved to fill the b lank in the fifth section w ith  the 

following names:
Jam es P . Carleton, H . D . Downey, Thomas Snyder, Sam uel 

M ‘C rary , C urtis Bates, Silas Foster, E . H . Lyons, Jam es H . G ow
er, G eorge G . V incent and W illiam G. W oodward;

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
M r D ay moved to insert “ Theodore S. P arv in ;”
W hich motion was put and agreed to.

O n motion of M r Lyons, ,
T he name of “ G eorge A chison,”  w as inserted;

O n motion of M r Leech,
T he name of “ S. G . M atson,”  w as inserted; .

On motion of M r H ebard,
T he name of “ H . W . S ta rr,”  was inserted;

On motion of M r Smyth of L inn, ,
“ G overnor A nsel B riggs,” was inserted, w hen ' ' ‘ ;

On motion of M r Olmstead, • . ,
T he  42d ru le  was suspended, and the bill read  a th ird  time; 
A nd  the question being put, Shall the bill pass?

I t  w as decided in  the affirmative,  ̂ N ays—-1 L

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs B aker, Bailey, Bonham, Comstock, D ay, Goodrell, H ardy , 

K insm an, Leech, Lefiingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, O lm stead, 
Rathbun, R eynolds, Sm yth of L inn, W illiam s, W illoughby and 
W right.

T hose who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, H ebard, H ol

land, M ‘M anus, M orton, W hitm ore and Speaker Brow ne.:
So the said bill passed.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence, of the 

Senate in  the said Bill. :. ■
M r M atson, in  pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained 

. leave and introduced
H . R . file, N o. 136, A  Bill for an act to provide for the in struc

tion of the legal voters of this State, to the nex t G eneral A ssem bly, 
in relation to the election of tw o U nited States Senators; .

W hich was read a first tim e. . ’

O n motion of M r M ontague,
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the substitute of the 

Senate, for the bill of the Senate, (N o . 2 3 ,)  entitled an act to ere-
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ate a Board of Public W orks; and provide for the improvement o f 
the Desmoines river.

The said bill was read a first time, when
M r Comstock moved that the 42d rule be suspended, and that the 

bill be read a second and third time now;
And. the question being stated,
And pending which,
A  call of the House was ordered,
And the roll having been called, M r King was found absent and 

sent for;
And after some time,

On motion of M r Hardy,
Ordered, That the further proceedings under the call be dispens

ed with.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Comstock,
And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
The said bill was then read a second time, when 

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from the counties of 

Lee, Van Buren and Wapello.
M r Sells, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave, 

and introduced
H. R. file, No. 137, A  Bill for an act to repeal an act therein 

named; also,
H. R. file, No. 138, A  Bill for an act to authorize the Auditor 

and Treasurer of State, to issue Scrip to pay the current expenses 
of this State for the years 1847 and 1848.

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended and the said Bills each read a second 

time, and ,
On motion of M r Sells,

Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report to-morrow morning.

On motion of M r Hardy,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the House, 

(N o. 45,) A  Bill for an act amendatory of A n Act concerning costs 
and fees, approved February 11th, 1843, and the House substitute 
therefor.

The question being upon agreeing to the amendments made to 
the bill in committee of the whole House, and which was pending 
when the House adjourned,

And the question being stated, Will the House concur therein? 
A nd pending which,
M r Morton moved that the said amendment be indefinitely post

poned,
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the affirmative, ) Nays__12'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
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T hose w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs B lair, Bowie', Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, G oodrell, 

H ebard , Holland, K insm an, Leffingwell, L yons, M ‘M anus, M ‘P h er- 
rin , M orton, R athbun, U pdegraff and W illiam s.

T hose w ho voted in the negative, are 
, M essrs A nderson, Clifton, H ardy, K ing, Leech, M ontague, R ey

nolds, Sm yth of L inn , W hitm ore, W illoughby, W righ t and Speaker 
B row ne.

A bsent, M essrs B aker, Bailey, D ay, M atson, Olmstead and Sells.
A bsen t and sick, M essrs G reen, O ’B rien , Smith of M ahaska and 

Steele.
So the  fu rth er consideration of the said amendments was indefi

nitely postponed.
T he question recu rred , W ill the H ouse agree to the substitute 

for the said bill?
A nd  being put,
I t  w as decided in  the affirmative.
So the said substitu te w as agreed to.
A nd the substitute being agreed to, the original bill w as rejected.
M r H ebard  moved to amend the same so as to make the fees for 

m arry ing  and making re tu rns thereof, one dollar and fifty cents;
W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to.
M r Leffingwell moved to  amend, so as to allow Ju ro rs  one dol

lar per day for the ir services;
W hich rnotion was pu t and agreed to. -
M r H ebard  moved to amend, so as to allow  G rand Ju ro rs , for 

bu t four days services at each term  of the Court;
W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
M r M ontague moved to amend, so as to strike out all that part 

of the bill authorizing County Commissioners to allow Sheriffs ex 
tra  compensation;

W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to,
O n motion of M r Smyth of L inn,

T he bill w as so amended as to allow w itnesses one dollar per day 
for attending D istric t Courts, and fifty cents per day for attending* 
Ju stices Courts.

O n motion of M r H ardy ,
T he bill.w as so amended as to allow  C lerks of the D istric t Court 

ten  cents per hundred w ords for recording, w hen ordered by the 
C ourt, and ten  cents per hundred w ords for each copy of record.

O n motion of M r Sm yth of L inn,
T he bill w as so amended as to allow appraisers fifty cents per 

day for appraising property  under execution.
A  motion was then made by M r M ‘M anus, that the fu rther con

sideration of the bill be postponed until F riday  next,
A nd  the question being put, '

r Y eas 11
I t  w as decided in  the negative, |  N ays 21*
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 

49
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M essrs B aker, Comstock, Goodrell; H ebard; H olland, K insm an, 
Leffingwell, Lyons, M ‘M ahus,! M orton and W h itm ore .5 

|T hose w ho voted in  thehega tive ;;a rd  . = "--i ■ - ; i
M essrs A nderson, B lair, B ow ie, Bonham’, Cochran, C lifton; D ay ; 

H ardy , Leech, M atson, M ‘P herrin , M ontague, R athbun, R eynolds, 
Sells, Smyth o f  L inn, W illiam s, W illoughby, W righ t and Speaker 
B row ne, ■ 1 f 1.' '7 , := :i ; !  I :,r : , ' !• •'

A nd  then,
• On motion of M r Coehrnn, - . ’ 11
■ T he 42d ru le  was suspended, and the bill read a second and th ird  
time, passed and its title agreed to. . . ; '' ■'

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  req u es t the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill. ,. ■

M r Kinsm an (b y  leave) presenfed the’petition of sundfy  citizens 
of M arion county, praying the repeal of an act changilig the name o f 
the tow n o f K noxville, in said county, and, f / ( 1

O n motion of M r Kinsm an,'
.O rd e red , T hat the reading of the same, be' dispensed w ith  and 

that it be re fe rred .to ,a  select committee of two.. ,,
T he  Speaker, appointed M essrs K insm an and Reynolds, said com

mittee. " ' ' ’ ’■
.T h e  H ouse proceeded to the consideration of th e  rep o rt of the J u 

diciary committee on the Bill of the H ouse (N o . 6 3 ) A  Bill for an 
act to fix the time and places of holding the Suprem e C o u r t;- . •, 

T he  question being,, W ill the H ouse concur therein  ? . - . .,
A nd  pending w h i c h , ■ ’ ' [ . :

On motion of M r G oodrell, , ,  .

O rdered, T h a t the said Bill and Report, do lie on the table, s; 
T h e  H ouse proceeded to the consideration of ;thc Jo in t R esolu

tion of the H ouse (N o . 2 9 ,) authorizing A . H . . Palm er, to print, 
th ree thousand copies of the L aw s passed a t the p resen t session o f 
the G eneral A ssem bly. ,

T he said resolution having been read the second time, , ,
M r Bowie moved to  amend the same, so' a^ that .they' be “  le t out

to the low est responsible b i d d e r ’ V 
W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to.
M r D ay moved to amend, by adding the following proviso:1 

*' “  Provided, T hat the printing be done at the Seat of G overnm ent;’’
1 W hich  motion w as pu t and disagreed to. ’’ ' : ,;

M r M orton moved to suspend 1 ’'" 1 ‘1 r ’ ’
T he 42d ru le, and that the same be read a second and th ird  time

HOW. ! ■- " ,  c r  . 1 ; T

A nd the question being stated, Shall the ru leibe so suspended?
A nd; pending w hich, ■/ l  ' •  1 '   ’

A nd after debate, 1 ■ ■'I ),'■■■• ! , , '  1 1 1 ,i, 7 c ;
On motion of M r Go.odrell, ' '■ > t .

I t  was 1' ■ ... ,,
O rdered, T hat the sdme be referred  to thp Standing Committee

on Claims. , ; ...................... ' '’7 1

M r M ontague (b y  leave) moved the following resolution:
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Resolved, T hat the prin ting  of the usual num ber of copies of the 

Journals of th is H ouse, be let to the low est responsible bidder. - 
.W hich was, read, w hen  ; . . . : r

* M r M orton moved to lay the same, on , the table, subject to the
o rder of the H ouse, . ; ..................

A nd  the question being put,

I t  w as decided in  the affirmative.

T he yeas and nays being desired 
T hose w ho.voted in the,affirm ative, are 

‘ M essrs A nderson,'B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Com
stock, D ay, Goodrell, H ebard, H olland, K ing, M £P herrin , M orton, 
R athbun, Sells, UpdegralF, W illiam s, W righ t and Speaker B row ne. 

T hose who voted in the negative, are
M essrs B aker, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, Reynolds, 

Sm yth of L inn, W hitm ore and . W illoughby.
So the said resolution w as laid on the table, subject to the order 

o f  the H ouse, ...
.. Senate file,,N o. 78, A B ill for, an act amendatory to the practice 
of the Suprem e and D istrict. Courts in this S ta te ;
. W as read a th ird  time, passed and its title agreed to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate th e re w ith .: 
On motion of M r H ardy , ■ , •

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of. the amendments re- 
.ported by the Committee on E lections, to the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 
I l l , )  A  B illfo r  an act defining the time of holding elections for 
S tate ,.D istric t and C ounty-O fficers; . ' ",

T he question being, W ill the H ouse concur-in  the said amend
ments ?  ‘ . /  . .  ■ ' - V” i

' A nd the question being put, J : !'
I t  w as decided in  the affirm ative; ' ; , . /
A nd the bill aniended accordingly ./ " .
A  motion w as tlieh made by M r Smyth of L inn, to amend the bill, 

by adding the following additional section:
Section 7. , T hat R epresentatives to Congress shall be elected on 

the first M onday in' A ugust, 1847; and 'also on the first M onday in 
A ugust, 1848, and biennially thereafter; and they shall hold their 
offices until th e ir  successors are elected and qualified; '

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to,
■ -Ahcf -the bill amended accordingly. :-i • ■" ' • - . . i

M r Smyth of L inn, then moved to suspend the 42d ru le , and that 
the  bill be read a th ird  tim e now; ! '• .

W hich motion was pu-t, and agreed to;-and: . • u-;-;'- -'h  
■■4 T h e  42d ru le  w as Accordingly suspended, 'Arid-the -said- Bill was 
read the th ird  time, passed and its title>agreed'to. < .< : •  : . ■

- O rdered, T h a t the-G hief C lerk request the-Aoncurrence -oDthe 
Senate in  the said bill. . . i / i i . , • : ■

M r Kinsm an, in pursuance o f  previous'! notice, asked, obtained 
leave and in troduced: i / ■:: ! i !

H . R . file, No. 139, A  Bill for an act to repeal an act herein 
named;

\ Y eas— 20,
( N ays— 9. 

tw O lhem bers, :
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W hich was read a first time, and,
On motion of M r Kinsman,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

And then,
On motion of M r Reynolds,,

I t was
Ordered, That the House adjourn until 9 o’clock, A . M ., to-mor

row.

Tuesday Morning, February 23d, 1847.

M r Smyth of Linn, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Cedar, Jones and Linn counties praying the passage of a law chang
ing the boundaries of the counties of Jackson, Cedar, Linn, Jones, 
Benton, Johnson and Iowa, and the relocation of the county seats of 
said counties.

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Ordered, To be referred to the delegations from the counties of 
Cedar, Linn, Jones and Jackson.

V  M r LefHngwell presented a petition signed by numerous citizens 
of Iowa City and Johnson county, praying, among other novelties, 
that the General Assembly permit the citizens of said cotinty to en
joy reasonable health and abundant crops, together with other bles
sings denied them by nature and their own energies.

The above highly characteristic and intellectual production having 
been read,

On motion of M r Hebard, it was
Ordered to be referred to the committee on Agriculture.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 99, A n A ct to amend an act entitled An A ct to 
organize, discipline and govern the militia;

Senate file, No. 107, Joint Resolution providing for furnishing the 
Supreme Court Room in the Capitol,

In  which I  am directed to request the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives.

I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct to establish the boundaries of certain counties therein na

med,
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T he same having passed'both Houses, and been reported as cor
rectly enrolled. .

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r M ‘Pherrin presented a communication from the Secretary of 

State,
W hich was read, and
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
M r Cochran presented a claim of Nelson Pitkin and Horace Ray, 

against the State of Iowa,
W hich was read, and ,
Ordered, To be referred to the standing committee on Claims.
M r Williams, from the committee on Claims, submitted the fol

lowing report:
The committee on Claims, to whom was referred sundry accounts, 

have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
recommend that the following claims be allowed in fu ll:

To A . W. Carpenter, $ 1 3 ,25
“ John Powell, 8 ,37
“ M r Usher, 50
“ John Lemeraux, 3 ,50
“ Willhelm & Range, 9 ,00
“ A . S. Gray, 62
“ Alfred Sanders, 22,00
“ J .  & J .  M . Shepherd, 28,00

James G. Edwards, 46,00
“ William Edmundson, 80,00

It will be observed that in the account of J .  G. Edwards there is 
one item of twenty-five dollars for publishing in the newspaper the 
Constitution adopted by the first Convention, and an item of sixty- 
five dollars for publishing the Constitution adopted by the second 
Convention, and an item of six dollars for publishing the proclama
tion of the Governor for thanksgiving, and an account of William 
Crum of fifty-nine dollars for publishing in the Iowa City Standard 
the Constitution framed by the Convention in 1844. Your commit-, 
tee are of opinion that the publications were made without any au
thority of law, and that the State is not bound to pay therefor. The 
committee recommend that the foregoing accounts allowed, be refer
red to the committee on expenditures, with instructions to include 
them in the general appropriation bill, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof;

W hich was read, when
The House proceeded to the consideration of the same;
The question being, Will the House concur therein?
And being put, ,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said claims w ere allowed in full.
M r Williams from the committee on claims submitted the follow

ing report:
The committee on claims to whom was referred the account of



•‘3 9 0  / :  ‘ J O U R N A L  O F  T H E ; .

Ja m es P . B rad sh aw  fo r stove p ip e  a n d 'su n d ry  o th er a rtic le s  for th e  
u se  o f th is  H o u se , hav e  had th e  sam e u n d e r  co nsidera tion  an d  in 
s tru c t  m e to re p o rt, e /

T h a t  in  th e  opinion of y o u r com m ittee, th e  accoun t is ju s t ,  and  
th a t th e  said  B rad sh aw  be  a llow ed  sev en teen  d o lla rs and th re e  cen ts, 
a n d  y o u r.c o m m itte e .a sk  to be  .d isch a rg ed fro m  th e  .fu rth e r co n sid e r
a tion  of th e  sub ject;

W h ic h  w as read , . : • ;•
T h e  H o u se  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  considera tion  o f th e  sam e; ’

. ,  T h e  q u estio n  being,. W ill th e  H o u se  co n cu r th e re in ?  •
A n d  b e in g  pu t, ,
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative. . .. : —
So th e  sa id  accounts w e re  a llo w ed  in fu ll. . ' . ■ :

• ' M r  W illiam sT ro m  th e  com m ittee on C laim s,subm itted  th e  fo llow 
in g  re p o rt: . ■ ■ •
, -T h e  com m ittee on claim s to  w hom  w a s  re fe r re d  th e  accoun t o f S . 
C . S pann  a n d 'F .  C . P o rte r, fo r a tten d in g  th e 're m a in s .o f . H on . R e u 
b en  C onlee to L e e  coun ty , have  had  th e  sam e u n d e r consideration  
and  recom m end th a t th ey  be a llow ed  each, fifteen  do lla rs; and y o u r  
com m ittee  a sk  to  be  d isch arg ed  from  th e  fu r th e r  considera tion  of 
th e  sam e;

W h ich  w as read .
T h 6  H o u se  p ro ceed ed  to th e  considera tion  o f th e  sam e.
T h e  q u estio n  b e ing , W ill th e  H o u se  co n cu r th e re in ?  .
A n d  be ing  pu t,
I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative.
A n d  M e ss rs  S pann  and P o r te r  a llow ed  accord ing ly .
M r  Sm yth  o f L in n  from  th e  se lec t com m ittee to w h ic h  w as r e 

fe rre d  th e  reso lu tio n  o f th e  H o u se , (N o . 3 0 ;)  Jo in t R eso lu tion  r e l 
a tive  to co v erin g  b r id g e s ,!& c., re p o rte d  a  su b s titu te  th e re fo r ;;  

W h ich  w as re ad  a  f irs t  tim e, an d  s
1 O n  m otion of M r  Sm yth  o f L in n , :

T h e  42d rule' w as su sp en d ed , and  th e  sam e read  a second and 
th ird  tim e, p assed  and its title  a g reed  to . ‘ '

O rd e red , T h a t  th e  C h ie f  C le rk ' re q u e s t th e  co n cu rren ce  o f  th e  
Senate  th e re in . - . . 1 '

■ M r  B ow ie from  th e  C om m ittee On th e  Ju d ic ia ry , m ad e -th e  fol
lo w in g  re p o rt: ■
- T h e  C om m ittee oh th e  Ju d ic ia ry  to w hom  W a s  re fe r re d  th e  p e 
titio n  o f ce rta in  c itizen s o f Jo n es  c o u n ty , 'p r a y in g 'a  change in  th e  
law  re la tiv e  to fines, for b reach es o f th e  peace,' & c., C onsider th e  
p re se n t law  en tire ly  sufficient and any a lte ra tio n  of th e  sam e in e x 
ped ien t, and ask  to  be  d isch arg ed  from  th e  fu r th e r - consideration  
th e re o f. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - - ■ :  ■ ■ ' ■■ ; ■ ■

A lso  th e  B ill of th e  'H o u se  (N o . 8 4 ,)  A 'B il l  fo r A ri A c t  to 'p ro 
v id e  fo r th e  re g is tra tio n  of B ir th s , M a rriag e s  and D eath s and r e 
com m end th e  passage o f th e  sa m e ; ' ' : ! 1 5

A lso  th e  B ill of th e  H o u se  (N o . 8 6 ,)  A  B ill for an  ac t to a u th o r
iz e  ev idence-by  oath o f -P a r tie s , a n d 1 recom m end th a t’th e -B ill be  in 
defin itely  postponed . ,
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M r Cochran, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported that 
they have examined ' . .:. ... '<

H . R . file, N o. 45; A  Bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 
an act concerning Costs.and F ees; approved,, F ebruary , 11th, 1843;
, A nd  find the same correctly  engrossed.
, M r Sells from the Committee on. E nrolled  Bills reported  tha tfhey  
have examined, ■

, H . R . file, No. 96 , An; A c t to amend an.act entitled an act to p ro
vide, for ,the collection of,demands against boats and vesselsyapprov*; 
ed D ecem ber, 20th, 1838; /  . ' i . , ■

H , R . file, No. 124, A n  A ct to provide for Crim inal R e tu rn s ;;
H . R . file, No. 127, A n  A ct to locate a State road therein  nam

ed ; i
. H , R . file, N o. 129, A n  A c t to locate ;a State road therein  nam

e d ; ’‘
H . R , file, No. 116, A n  A ct to regulate S tate 'roadsJ / 8 ’ ■ ‘

, :A nd find,the same cofrectlj^ enrolled ; . 8 " '
T he Speaker .then signed th e :above entitled acts. , .. . ; , '
M r Kinsm an, from the M anagers appointed to conduct the con-‘ 

ference on the disagreeing votes of the two' H ouses on. an amend
m ent of the H ouse, to the bill of the Senate, (N o . 1 6 ,)  entitled A n 
A ct to lay off and establish new  counties in  the late cession of the.
W innebago,Indians; reported  . ,........  ................. • " -

T h a t they have met the conferees,on the part of the Senate, and,, 
after free and full conference on the subject o f. the said d isagreeing1 
votes, have unanimously agreed to. recommend, and do recommend 
that the H ouse recede from i t s ' said amendment, disagreed to, to 
the said bill of the Senate, (N o . 16 .) ' ;

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of th c 's a id 're p o r t . ''
T he question being, W ill the H ouse concur: there in?  ;. • , .•
A nd  the question being pu t, W ill, the H ouse agree thereto? . '

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, .’ ! (  N ays— 9. ,
. T he  yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers,. ‘" ;

Those who voted in  the affirmative, are ■ . .' • '
M essrs B aker, D ay, Goodrell, H ardy, H cbard, K insm an, L eech,' 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M 'P h err in , M ontague, Olmstead, R ey
nolds, Sells, Smyth of L inn, Updegraff, W hitm ore, W illoughby and. 
Speaker B row ne. ,

Those who voted in  the negative, are .
M essrs B lair, Cochran, Comstock, Holland, M ‘M ahus, M orton, 

R athbun and W right. '■ . ’ j .
So the said repo rt of the committee of conference w as concurred 

in, .. i:.
A nd the H ouse .receded from its said .amendment to the said

bill. ;  '< " ;1  ■
O rdered, T hat the C hief Clerk: notify the Senate of.the proceed

ings of the H ouse herein . "" ' V ’ V ' "-I,
M r Goodrell, from the committed’on E xpeddituresj to .w hich was 

referred  the Join t R csolution.of the House,; Relative tffi printing.the 
law s of the present session of the G eneral' A ssem bly, * ‘ ’■
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Reported a substitute for the same;
W hich was read, and

On motion of M r Hebard,
Ordered, To be recommitted to the committee on Expenditures, 
M r Hebard, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred the bill of the House, (N o. 137,) A  Bill to Repeal an 
act therein named; and

The bill of the House, (N o. 138,) A  Bill for an act to authorize 
the Auditor and Treasurer of State to issue scrip, to pay the cur
rent expenses of this State, for the years 1847 and 1848,

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, and 
On hi% motion,

I t was /
Ordered, That the said bills be laid on the table, subject to the 

order of the House.
H. R . file, No. 136, A  Bill for an act to provide for the instruc

tion of the legal voters of this State, to the next General Assembly 
in relation to the election of two United States Senators,

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Bonham,

Ordered, To be laid on the table, subject to the order of the 
House.

H. R. file, No. 31, Substitute for Senate file, No. 6, Joint Reso
lutions relative to the Mexican W ar,

Was read a third time, when
M r Olmstead moved to indefinitely postpone the Preamble there-

of;
And the question being put,

c Yeas 45
It was decided in the negative, j Nays__17'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Clifton, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffing- 

well, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of 
Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Cochran, Comstock, Goodrell, 

Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the said motion was disagreed to.
M r Olmstead moved to indefinitely postpone the resolutions,
And the question being put,

c Yeas 3
I t was decided in the negative, |  Nays__29
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
M essrs Bailey, Olmstead and Whitmore.
Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Com- 

steek, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman,
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Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ‘M anus, M ‘Pherrin , M on
tague, M orton, R athbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of L inn, U pde- 
graff, W illiams, W illoughby, W right and Speaker B row ne.

So the said motionn was disagreed to.
T he question recu rred , Shall it pass?
A nd  being put,
I t  w as decided in the affirmative.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of tire 

Senate therein . : .
O n motion of M r Kinsm an,

T he  vote had on concurring in the report of (he committee on 
Claims, in  relation to the claim of W illiam Edmundson, w as recon
sidered; and

O n his motion,
O rdered, To be recommitted to the committee on Claims.
H . R . file, No. 45, A n A ct amendatory of an act entitled A n A ct 

concerning costs and fees; approved F eb ruary  11th, 1843;
W as read a th ird  time, and
T he  question being put, Shall it pass ?

I t  was decided in  the affirmative, |  N ays— 6 ^  I
T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, 

Cochran, Comstock, Day, H ardy, Leech, Lyons, M atson, M ‘P her- 
rin , M ontague, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of L inn, Updegraff, W hit
more, W illiam s, W illoughby, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs H ardy, Leffingwell, .M ‘M anus, M orton, Olmstead and 

R athbun.
So the bill passed, and its title  was agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the

Senate in the said bill.
Senate file, No. 93,' A n  A ct to provide for the location of a State 

road from Dahlohega, in  W apello county, to Oscaloosa, in M ahaska 
county;

W as read a first time.
Senate file, No. 89, A n ordinance assenting to the term s of the

admission of Iow a into the U n io n ;
W as read a first time, and ,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
T he 42d ru le w as suspended, and same read a second and th ird  

time, passed and title agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  acquaint the Senate therew ith .
Senate file, No. 104, A  Bill for an act for the appointment of an 

engineer to survey the Desmoines r iv e r ; ' >

W as read a first time, w hen
M r Lyons moved that the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the 

bill be read a second time now;
W hich motion w as pu t and disagreed to.

50
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Senate file, No. 82, An A ct to amend an act relative to the pro
bate of wills, executors and administrators, &c.; approved February 
13th, 1843;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and
Ordered, To be referred to the Standing Committee on the Judi

ciary.
Senate file, No. 80, An Act relative to the penitentiary;
Was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 101, A  Bill for an act to provide for a term of 

the Supreme Court, and to change the time of holding the sam e;
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time, 

when
M r Sells moved that it be ordered to a third reading'for to-mor

row.
M r Lyons moved to lay it on the table, subject to the order of the 

H ouse;
Which motion was put and agreed to.
And upon which motion the yeas and nays being desired by two 

members, were had,

And are as follows, j Nays__
Those who voted in the aifirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Bailey, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Goodrell, Hardy, Holland, Leech, Lyons, Matson, 
M ‘Manus, Rathbun, Reynolds, Updegraff, Whitmore, Williams and 
Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bonham, Day, Kinsman, Montague, Morton, Sells, 

Smyth of Linn and Willoughby.
So the said bill was laid on the table, subject to the’order of the 

House.
M r Hardy, from the select committee, to which was referred 

Senate substitute for Senate bill, (No. 23 ,) An A ct creating a 
Board of Public W orks, and providing for the improvement of the 
Desmoines r iv e r ;

Reported the same back to the House, with the following amend
ments:

Strike out all of the 14th section after the word “ not,” in the 
ninth line, and insert the following—

“As far as compatible with the advantageous prosecution of the 
work of improvement of the river, shall commence at either the 
mouth of the ‘ dead slough,’ or at the mouth of the ‘ Nassau slough,’ 
on the Mississippi river, thence up the slough to the Desmoines 
river, unless the Board find the improvement of either of said 
sloughs.”

“ Section 36, The Board may, in all sales under the provisions of
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th is act, reserve to the State the righ t of using any stone w hich they 
may need during the progress of the w ork, for the construction of 
any p art of the sam e; and also may reserve from sale such timber 
lots as they deem necessary to furnish  timber, for locks and dams, 
o r any purpose connected -with the w ork . Provided that the author
ity  in this section granted, shall not extend to the reservation of 
lands upon w hich, at the tim e of taking effect of this act, there shall 
be a valid pre-em ption righ t under th is act.”

T he said report lies on the table for consideration, and remains 
w ith  the orders of the day for to-m orrow;

A nd then,
On motion of M r Blair,

T he  H ouse adjourned until 2 o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P, M.

M r M orton, (by  leave ,) presented a claim of L . Swafford, against 
the State of Iow a,

W hich w as read, and
O n motion of M r M orton,

O rdered, To be referred  to the standing committee on Claims.
On motion of M r Kinsm an,

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re 
ported to the bill of the Senate, (N o . 2 3 ,) entitled A n  A ct creating 
a Board of Public W orks, and providing for the im provem ent of the 
Desmoines river;
. A nd the question being, W ill the H ouse concur therein  ?

A nd  the question being put,
I t  was decided in  the affirmative;
So the said repo rt w as concurred in, and the bill amended accor

dingly.
M r Comstock then moved to fu rther amend the bill by strik ing 

ou t the w ord “  A ugust,”  in  the first section, and by inserting  the 
w ord  “ A p ril ,”  in lieu thereof;

W hich motion was pu t and disagreed to.
M r Comstock moved to so amend the th ird  section, as to allow 

the “ Secretary and T reasu re r, each eight hundred dollars;”
W hich motion w as pu t and agreed to.
M r Cochran moved to fu rther amend the bill, so that the Board 

of Public W orks, should be elected by the voters in  the first Con
gressional district;

A nd the question being put, Shall the bill be so am ended?

I t  w as decided in the negative, j  N ays—-24

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose w ho voted in  the affirmative, are '

M essrs B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Goodrell, Updegraff, and W right. 
T hose who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Bailey, B aker, Clifton, Comstock, Day, H a r

dy, H ebard, Holland, K insm an, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M at-
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son, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, M ontague, R athbun, Reynolds, 
Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore, W illoughby, and Speaker B row ne.

So the motion of M r Cochran, was disagreed to.
O n motion of M r Lyons,

T he bill w as then read a th ird  time, passed and its title agreed to.
. O rdered, That the C hief C lerk acquaint the Senate therew ith .

O n motion of M r Lyons,
T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 

Committee on the Judiciary , to the Bill of the H ouse (N o. 6 3 ,) . A  
Bill for an act fixing the times and places of holding the Suprem e 
Courts; of this State ;

T he question being upon concurring in the said report,
A nd the question being p u t,'W ill the H ouse concur th ere in ?
I t  w as decided in the affirmative,
So the said report was concurred in,
A nd the Bill amended accordingly;
A  motion was then made by M r Comstock, to fu rther amend the 

Bill by strik ing  out the w ords, “ Fairfield  in  Jefferson County” and 
by inserting  in lieu thereof the w ords “ O ttum wa in W apello coun
ty .”

W hich motion was pu t and agreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r M orton, to suspend th e4 2 d  ru le , 

and that the Bill be read  a th ird  tim e now,
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in  the affirmative,
T he 42d ru le  was accordingly suspended, and the bill read a third 

time,
A nd the question being put, Shall it pass?

I t  was decided in the aflirmative. j  N ays— 5^'

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
T hose who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, 

Goodrell, H ardy, H ebard, Holland, K insm an, Leech,. Lyons, M at
son, M 'M anus, M ‘P herrin , R athbun, Reynolds, Updegraff, W hit
more, W illoughby, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs Day, Leffingwell, M ontague, M orton and Smyth of Linn. 
So the said bill passed, and its title was agreed to.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, th e ir Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the Flouse of R epresentatives, that the 
Senate have passed w ith amendments,

FI. R. file, No. 88, A n A ct to provide for levying and collecting 
revenue, for State and county purposes;

In  w hich the concurrence of the H ouse is requested.
A lso, w ithout amendment,
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H . R . file, No. 93, A n A ct for extending tlie pow er of the Board, 
of County Commissioners, in regard  to licensing and regulating fe r
ries.

H . R.' file, No. 101, A n  A ct to provide for the repeal of the 
charter of F o rt M adison, in L ee county;

H . R . file, No. 126, A n A ct fixing the times of holding D istrict 
C ourts, in the first Judicial D istrict;

I  herew ith  p resen t for your signature,
A n  A ct to incorporate the City of Dubuque;
A n A ct amendatory to the practice of the D istric t and Suprem e 

Courts of this State;
A n A ct for the organization of Pottawotamie and other counties;
A n A ct authorizing R obert Reed, or h is successors in office, to 

collect the delinquent tax of T . J .  Pearce, late collector of taxes, 
and John  Corbin, deceased, late T reasu re r and Collector of Jackson 
county;

A n  A ct to make good in  law , the acts of Enoch F razey , done 
and perform ed by him as Ju stice  of the Peace in and for the tow n
ship of Lockridge, county of Jefferson, T errito ry  of Iowa;

A n  A ct to locate the scat of justice  of Buchanan county;
A n  A ct to authorize general incorporations, for other purposes 

than those of pecuniary profit;
A n  A ct to amend an act providing for the partition of real p ro

perty ; approved Jan . 4th, 1839;
A n  A ct to repeal an act to authorize the appointment of a county 

agent, in  and for the county of Johnson;
T he same having passed both houses and been reported as cor

rectly  enrolled;
I  herew ith  re tu rn  to the H ouse, in w hich they originated,
A n  A ct to incorporate the city of K eokuk;

A nd,
A n  A ct to amend an act entitled A n  A ct to provide for the col

lection of demands against boats and vessels; approved Dec; 20th, 
1838;

T he same having been signed by the President of the Senate.
A nd  then he w ithdrew .

T he Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
On motion of M r Goodrell,

T he H ouse resolved itself into the committee of the w hole H ouse 
for the consideration of the bill of the H ouse, (N o . 114,) A  Bill fo'r 
an act establishing the prices of public printing; and,

A fter some time spent therein , the committee rosd, M r Speaker 
resum ed the Chair; and M r Smyth of L inn reported  that the com
mittee of the whole H ouse had according to order, had the said bill 
of the H ouse, (N o . 114,) under consideration,,and ha?d directed him 
to report the same w ith sundry  amendments.

T he H ouse proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
T he question being W ill the H ouse concur in the said amend

ments ?
A nd being put,
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I t  w as decided  in  th e  affirm ative.
So th e  said  am endm ents w e re  co n cu rred  in ,
A  m otion w as th en  m ade by M r  G oodreil, to fill th e  b lan k  in  th e  

s ix th  section, fix ing  th e  com pensation  o f th e  C h ief C le rk  and S e c re 
ta ry , for in d ex ing , d is trib u tin g  th e  Jo u rn a ls , & c., w ith  th e  sum  o f  
tw o  h u n d re d  and fifty  dollars;

W h ic h  m otion w as p u t  and d isag reed  to.
M r  C ochran  m oved to  fill th e  said  b lank  w ith  th e  sum  o f tw o  

h u n d re d  dollars;
W h ich  m otion w as p u t and ag reed  to.
M r  G oodreil m oved to fu r th e r  am end th e  b ill, by  add ing  to  th e  

se v e n th  section , th e  w ords “ w e e k ly  p a p ers  p rin te d  in  Io w a  c ity ;”  
W h ic h  m otion w as p u t and ag reed  to.
M r  H a rd y  m oved to  am end, by  s tr ik in g  ou t, in  th e  first line  o f th e  

fo u rth  section , th e  w o rd s “ seven ty -five  c en ts ,”  and b y  in se rtin g  in  
l ie u  th e re o f  th e  w ords “  s ix ty -tw o  and one h a lf  c en ts .”

A lso , by  s tr ik in g  ou t th e  w ords “  fifty p e r  cen tu m ,”  in  the  second 
lin e  o f  th e  sam e section , and by in se rtin g  in  lieu  th e re o f  th e  w o rd s 
“  th ir ty -se v e n  and one h a lf  p e r  cen tu m .”

W h ich  m otion w as p u t  and d isag reed  to .
A  m otion w as th en  m ade by  M r  G oodreil, to  su sp en d  th e  42d 

ru le , and th a t th e  b ill be  read  a th ird  tim e now ;
W h ich  m otion w as p u t and ag reed  to.
T h e  42d  ru le  w as accord ing ly  su spended , and th e  said b ill re ad  a 

th ird  tim e, and passed , and its  t itle  ag reed  to.
O rd e red , T h a t th e  C h ie f  C le rk  re q u est th e  co n cu rren ce  o f th e  

S en a te  in  th e  said  B ill.
A  m otion w as m ade by  M r  L effingw ell to tak e  from  th e  tab le  th e  

re so lu tio n  o f th e  H o u se  p ro v id in g  for th e  p r in tin g  o f th e  Jo u rn a ls , 
and  th a t th e  H o u se  p roceed  to th e  considera tion  o f th e  s a m e ;

W h ich  m otion w as p u t and d isag reed  to.
M r  G oodreil, from  th e  C om m ittee on E x p e n d itu re s , to w h ich  

..w as re fe r re d  th e  jo in t re so lu tio n  o f th e  H o u se , (N o . 2 9 ,)  Jo in t R e 
so lu tion  re la tiv e  to p r in tin g  th e  law s of th e  p re se n t session  of th e  
G e n e ra l A ssem bly ;

R ep o rted , as a su b s titu te  for th e  sam e, '
H . R . file, N o . 140, “ A n  A c t to  p rov ide  fo r th e  p rin tin g  o f the  

L a w s  o f th e  p re se n t session  of th e  G en era l A sse m b ly ;”
W h ic h  w as read  a f irs t tim e, and 

O n h is  m otion,
T h e  4 2 d  ru le  w as susp en d ed , and th e  b ill re ad  a second tim e, w h en  
M r  C lifton  m oved to  am end th e  sam e, so as th a t th e  p rin tin g  should  

n o t be  confined to  Io w a  c ity , b u t th a t it shou ld  b e  open to com pe
titio n  th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta te ;

W h ich  m otion w as p u t and ag reed  to.
M r  H eb ard  m oved to fu r th e r  am end, by add ing  to th e  f irs t s e c - ' 

tion , th e  fo llow ing proviso:
“  P rov id ed , T h a t th e  p rices  pa id  should  no t ex ceed  th e  p rices  

fixed  by  la w ;”
W h ich  m otion w as p u t and ag reed  to , w h en
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On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended and the Bill read a third time, pass

ed, ahd its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said Bill.
Senate file, No. 75, A  Bill Providing for the election of Repre

sentatives in Congress,
Was read a first time.
Senate file, No. 86, A n A ct to impose a docket fee on suits in 

the District and Supreme Courts of this State,
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The same was rejected;
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 102, A  Bill for A n Act to repeal a certain part 

of an act entitled an act for laying out and establishing certain roads 
therein named;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second and 
third time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 103, A  Bill to change part of the Territorial 
road from Fort Madison to Mount P leasan t;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass
ed, and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 99, A n A ct to amend an act entitled an act to or
ganize, discipline and govern the militia;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of M r Morton,

The same was rejected.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 107, Joint Resolution providing for the furnish

ing the Supreme Court room in the Capitol;
Was read a first time, when

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of its amendments dis

agreed to by the Senate to the Bill of the Senate (No. 92 ,) entitled 
A n Act in relation to the Salt Springs granted to this State ;

The question being upon receding from its said amendments, dis
agreed to ; f

And the question being stated,
A  division of the question was called for,
The question then being upon receding from its first amendment 

disagreed to,
And being put,
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It was decided in the affirmative;
So the House receded from its first amendment disagreed to by 

the Senate; , '
. The question then being upon receding from its second amend

ment.
And the question being stated,
And after debate,
M r Hebard moved that the House insist upon its second amend

ment disagreed to by the Senate to the said bill.
Which motion was put and agreed to.
And so it was,
Resolved, That the House recede from its first amendment disa

greed to by the Senate to the bill of the Senate (No. 92,) and insists 
on its second amendment disagreed to by the Senate to the said bill, 
(No. 92.)

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed
ings of the House upon the said amendments.

M r Bonham presented the claim of A . H. Palmer against the 
State. .

W hich was read, and
On motion of M r Bonham,

Ordered, To be referred to the committee on Claims.
M r Cochran presented the claim of J .  G. Edwards against the 

State;
W hich was read, and

On motion of M r Cochran,
Ordered, To be referred to the committee on Claims;,
And then,

On motion of M r Matson,
The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, A. M . to-morrow.

Wednesday Morning, February 24th, 1847.

M r Bonham, presented the claim of Silas Foster, against the 
State, for printing,

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Bonham,

Ordered, To be referred to the committee on Claims.
M r Leffingwell moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of this House be allowed four 

dollars per day for his services;
Which was read, when
M r Bowie moved to amend the same by inserting after the words 

“ Chief Clerk,” the words “Assistant C lerks,”
Which motion was put and agreed to;
And the resolution amended accordingly.
The question recurred,
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And the question being put, W ill the House agree to the said 
resolution?

It was decided in the affirmative, ^  Nays—-14
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Coch

ran, Goodrell, Hebard, King, L effing well, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Updegraff, Williams and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Comstock, Day, Hardy,' Leech, Lyons, Matson, 

M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, W hit
more and Willoughby.

Absent, Messrs Olmstead and W right.'
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien, Smith of Mahaska 

and Steele.
So the resolution as amended was agreed to.
M r Williams from the committee on Claims to which was refer

red sundry claims, made a report which was concurred in,
And the claims ordered to be included in the appropriation bill. 
M r Sells from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 

have examined '
H. R. file, No. 107, A n Act to provide for the repeal of the 

charter of Fort Madison in Lee county;
II. R. file No. 93, A n Act to extend the powers of the. board of 

County Commissioners in regard to licensing Ferries; and
H . R. file, No. 126, An A ct fixing the time of holding District 

Courts in the first Judicial District of this State;
And find the same correctly enrolled.
M r Day from the committee on enrolled bills reported that they 

have presented to his Excellency the Governor for his approval 
An Act to amend an act to provide for the collection of demands 

against boats and vessels, approved Dec. 20th, 1838;,and 
An A ct to incorporate the city of Keokuk.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 66, A n A ct supplemental and amendatory to An 
Act to establish common schools; approved Jan. 16, 1840;

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution in relation to the publica
tion of acts;

Also, substitute for ,
H . R. file, No. 52, A n A ct to provide for the management and 

disposition of the school funds;
Also, with amendments,
H. R. file, No. 128, A n Act to lay out and establish a State road 

from the county seat of Benton county, to the county seat of Bu
chanan county; and 

51
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H. R. file, No. 130, An Act to locate and establish a State Uni
versity;

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.
Also, without amendments,
H. R. file, No. 131, An Act to provide for the place of holding 

District Courts in Jones county;
H. R. file, No. 132, An Act for the relief of the poor;

' H. R. file, No. 134, An Act to locate a State road therein named;
H. R. file, No. 139, An Act to repeal an act therein named;
The Senate have concurred in the amendments made by the House,

to
Senate file, No. 23, An Act creating a Board of Public Works; 

and providing for the improvement of the Desmoines river.
I herewith return to the House, in which they originated,
An Act to locate a State road therein named;
An Act to provide for criminal returns;
An Act regulating State roads;
An Act to locate a State road therein named;
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate;
And then he withdrew.

M r Cochran, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
that they have examined,

H. R. file, No. 116, A Bill for an act regulating State roads;
And find the same correctly engrossed.
M r Bowie, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 

referred,
Senate file, No. 82, An Act to amend an act relative to the pro

bate of wills, executors and administrators, &c.; approved February 
13th, 1843;

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, and 
recommended its passage.

M r Reynolds (by leave) moved the following resolution:
Resolved, 'Hunt the printing of the Journals of the House of Re

presentatives be given to J . B. Howell and J . H. Cowles, news
paper editors, Keosauqua, Iowa;

Which was read, when
M r Bonham moved to amend the same, by striking out “J . B. 

Howell and J . H. Cowles, newspaper editors, Keosauqua, Iowa,” 
and inserting “ the Editors of the Iowa City Standard;”

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative. \ K-eaS ,( JNays—lb.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, King, 

Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, 
Reynolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and Willoughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, Hebard,
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Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Updegraff, 
Williams and Speaker Browne. '

So the resolution as amended was agreed to.
Senate file, No. 93, A n A ct to provide for the location of a State 

road from Dahlonega, in Wapello county, to Oscaloosa, in Mahaska 
county; .

Was read a second time, when
M r Comstock moved to amend the same, by striking out in the 

fourth line of the first section, the name of “ Joseph M yers,” and 
inserting that of “ Jacob B. Sprague,” in lieu thereof. Also, by 
striking out all after the word “ road,” in the seventh line of the 
first section, and inserting the following in lieu thereof “ Commenc
ing at Dahlonega, in Wapello county, and running on the nearest 
and best route to W alnut grove, on Cedar, from thence to W hite 
Oak Grove, on Skunk river, thence to Oscaloosa;”

W hich motion was put and agreed to, when 
On motion of M r M ‘Manus,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the said Bill was read the third 
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 75, A  Bill for an act providing for the election 
of Representatives in Congress;

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r Goodrell,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 
passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. 80, A  Bill for an act relative to the penitentiary; 
Was read a second time, when 

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
The House resolved itself into the Committee of the whole House, 

for the consideration of the same ; and
After some time spent therein, the committee rose, M r Speaker 

resumed the chair, and M r Sells reported that the committee had, 
according to order had the said bill of the Senate, (N o. 80,) under 
consideration, and had directed him to report the same without 
amendment.

A  motion was then made by M r Clifton,
' To so amend the bill as to allow the Superintendent six hundred 
dollars as a yearly compensation for his services;

Which motion was put and disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Clifton,
That the 42d rule be suspended, and that the bill be read a third 

time now.
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays”  20
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Comstock, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Leffingwell,
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M ‘Pherrin , M orton, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore, W illough
by and Speaker B row ne.

Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bailey, Bowie, Bonham,Clifton, Cochran, 

D ay, H olland, K ing, K insm an, Lyons, M ontague, R athbun, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, and W right.

So the said motion was disagreed to.
On motion of M r M ontague,

Senate substitute for
H . R . file, No. 52, A n A ct to provide for the management and 

disposition of the School fund,
W as taken up and read, w hen 

O n motion of M r M ontague,
T he same was
O rdered , To be referred  to a Select Committee composed of 

M essrs  M ontague, Sm yth of L inn, and Goodrell.
M r Cochran presented  the claim of S. C. T row bridge, Post- 

M aster of Iow a City, against the State of Iow a, for postage on doc
uments sent to and from the H ouse of R epresentatives.

On motion of M r Cochran,
O rdered, T hat the same be referred  to the Standing Committee 

on Claims.
M r Sells moved the following resolution,
W hich w as read, considered and agreed to,
Resolved, T hat the Sersreant-at-Arms be allowed tw o dollars per 

day for his services as such, and for the services of his son, as m es
senger of this H ouse one dollar. ■

On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,
Senate file, No. 66, A n A ct supplem ental and amendatory to an 

act to establish Common Schools, A pproved, January  16th, 1840. 
W as taken up, and,'
O rdered, to be referred  to the Standing Committee on Schools. 
M r Goodrell, (b y  leave,) moved the following resolution, w hich 

w as read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the A uditor of State is au 

thorized  to audit and allow the claims of the publishers of the Stan
dard and R eporter for publishing the balance of the laws in the ir re 
spective papers, authorized by this G eneral A ssem bly.

M r Olmstead moved to take from the table the Resolution, ten
dering a vote of thanks to H on. N elson K ing, for exposing attempts 
at bribery, &c.,

A nd, after debate,
T he question being put,

. c Y eas 17
I t  was decided in the affirmative, j N ays 14*

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bowie, Cochran, Day, Goodrell, H ardy, K insm an, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, M orton, Olmstead, R ey
nolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore, and W illoughby.
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T hose who voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Comstock, H ebard, Leech, M ‘P herrin , 

M ‘M anus, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, W righ t and 
Speaker Browne.

So the motion prevailed, and the said resolution was taken from 
the' table, w hen

M r Smyth of L inn, offered the following as a substitute for the 
same: '

Resolved, T hat the conduct of Samuel T . M arshall, of L ee 
county, is highly censurable, in tam pering w ith and bribing Nelson 
K ing, a member of this H ouse, and that the said N elson K ing in 
accepting of money and other valuable consideration, and holding 
h im self up  for sale, is equally censurable, and has by so doing ren
dered him self unw orthy to be the R epresentative of an honest and 
honorable people, and has already forfeited a seat in this House.

M r Sells moved to lay the original resolution and substitute on 
the table,

" W hich was decided in the affirmative, j  N ay s- 17'

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o members,
Those w ho voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Clifton,’ Cochran, Comstock, 

Goodrell, H ebard, Holland, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, W illiams, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bowie, Bonham, Day, H ardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, Olmstead, R athbun, R ey
nolds, Smyth of L inn, W hitm ore and W illoughby.

A bsent, M r King.
A bsent and sick, M essrs G reen, O ’B rien and Smith of M ahaska. 
So the said resolution w as agreed to.
T he question recu rred  upon agreeing to the original resolution, 
A nd pending w hich,
A nd after debate,

O n motion of M r H ebard, it was ,
O rdered, To be laid on the table.
M r M ontague moved the following resolution:
Resolved, T hat J .  C, Chapman be allowed the sum of tw o dollars 

per day for his services as fireman of this House, up to the eleventh 
day of January , and one dollar and fifty cents per day as assistant 
fireman from that day until the close of the session;

T he said resolution being read,
M r Cochran moved the following as a substitute therefor, to w it: 
Resolved, T hat the fireman be allowed the sum of th ree dollars 

per day', during the entire session;
A nd  the question being put,
I t  was decided in the negative, '

So the said substitute w as disagreed to.
T he question recurred  upon agreeing to the resolution moved by 

M r M ontague,
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And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative;
So the said resolution was agreed to.
M r Bonham moved the following resolution,
Which was read, considered and agreed to:
Resolved, That Pete/ Conboy, be allowed one dollar and fifty

cents [per day,] as assistant fireman of this House.
Senate file, No. 104, A  Bill for an act for the appointment of an

engineer to survey the JJesmoines river,
.Was read a second time, and

On motion of M r Day,
The same was amended by striking out in the second line of the

third section, the words “ fifteen hundred dollars,” and inserting
“ one thousand” in lieu thereof.

M r Sells moved to further amend by striking out all in the second
line of the first section, after the word “that,” to the word “who,”
in the fifth line of the same section, and inserting “ IT. Q. Jennison
be appointed engineer,” in lieu thereof;

And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?
T. S Yeas— 18,
It appeared,  ̂  ̂  ̂ j N a y s -1 8 .
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Good- 

rell, Hebard, Holland, King, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Steele, UpdegralT and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
'M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Comstock, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingvvell, Lyons, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead, Rey
nolds, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore, Willoughby and W right.

Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of Mahaska. 
The House being equally divided,
The motion of M r Sells was disagreed to.
M r Sells then moved to strike out all in the second line of the 

third section, after the word “that,” to the word “ who,” in the fifth 
line of the same section, and insert “ George Wilson be appointed 
engineer;”

Which motion was put and agreed to, when 
On motion of M r Lyons,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall it pass?

It was decided in the affirmative, • j j ^ y s  q2
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bailey, Bowie, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, Day, Good- 

rell, Holland, King, Kinsman, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Morton, 
Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Updegralf, Willough
by, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
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M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Clifton, Hebard, Leech, Leffing- 
vvell, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin, Smyth of Linn, Whitmore and W il
liams. ■

So the bill passed and the title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
M r Smyth of Linn, (by leave,) moved the following resolution: 
W hich was read, considered and agreed to:
Resolved, That Johnson C. Chapman, he allowed fifty cents per 

day, extra, as fireman and assistant fireman, from the commencement 
of the session to the tenth of January last.

M r Leffingwell moved the following resolution, which was read, 
considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be allowed two dollars 
per day, extra, for his services.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re 
ported from the Senate, to the bill of the House, (No. 130,) A  Bill 
for an act to locate and establish a State University.

The question being upon concurring in the amendment of the 
Senate;

And the question being put,
And pending which,
And after debate,
M r Goodrell moved to amend the said amendment by adding 

thereto as follows, to wit:
That there is hereby established, a branch of said university at 

each of the following places, to wit:
One at Yellow Springs, in the county of Des Moines;
One at in the county of
One at in the county of
One at in the county of
And that one-fourth part of the entire revenue of said university, 

arising from grants and donations from the State, be divided into 
equal proportions among the said branches, upon the condition that 
each branch shall instruct, free of charge for tuition, fifteen students 
annually, in the theory and practice of teaching, as well as in such 
branches of education as shall be deemed best for the promotion of 
said students for the business of common school teaching; said stu
dents to be selected in such manner and under such regulations as 
the superintendent of public instruction shall determine, said regu
lations to be subject to the supervision of the General Assembly". 

The said amendment being read,
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 
And pending which,
And after debate,
M r Bonham raised the question of order, that the said amendment 

being an amendment to an amendment of the Senate, to a bill of the 
House which amendment of the Senate was not subject to be amend
ed by the House, but simply to concurrence or disagreement, and 
therefore, the motion of M r Goodrell was not in order.

The Speaker decided that in conformity to the invariable custom 
of Legislative bodies, the modification, or motion to modify and
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amend the amendment of the Senate to the said bill of the House as 
made by M r Goodrell was in order.

From this decision of the Chair, M r Bonham appealed;
And the question being put, Shall the decision of the Chair stand 

as the judgment of the House?
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the decision of the Chair stands as the judgment of the House. 
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Goodrell,
And pending which,
And after debate, -

On motion of M r Goodrell,
I t was
Ordered, That the said amendment of M r Goodrell be laid on the 

table.
The question'recurred, Will the House concur in the saidamend- 

ment of the Senate?
And being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said Senate amendment was concurred in,
And the said bill stands passed as amended.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed

ings of the House held herein.
H. R. file, No. 84, A  Bill for an act to provide for the registra

tion of births, marriages and deaths;
Was read a second time, when 
A  motion was made by M r Clifton,
That the said bill be indefinitely postponed,
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill was indefinitely postponed.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the House, 

(No. 86,) A  Bill for an act to authorize evidence by oath of parties;
The same being reported on yesterday by the Judiciary commit

tee with a recommendation that it be rejected.
The question being upon concurring in the said report,
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said bill was rejected.

On motion of M r Leffingwell,
The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the Sen

ate, (No. 82,) entitled A n Act relative to the probate of wills, exe
cutors, administrators, &c., approved February 13th, 1843.

The same being reported by the committee on the Judiciary, 
without amendment.

The said bill was then read a second time, when 
M r Leffingwell moved that the 42d rule be suspended, and that 

the same be read a third time, now 
Which motion was put and agreed to.
The 42d rule was accordingly suspended, and the said bill read 

a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith, 
And then, '; :

On motion of M r Anderson,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M .J

2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Montague, from the select committee, to which was referred 
Senate substitute for the House bill, (No. 52,) entitled An A ct pro
viding for the management and disposition of the school fund, (by 
leave) reported the same with sundry amendments marked in the

. The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill, (M r 
Hebard in the chair.)

The question being upon concurring in the said amendments,
And the question being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments wrere concurred in, when 

On motion of M r Montague, ' ■ ■ ■
The 42d rule was suspended, and the said bill read a third tim e; 
And the question being put, Shall it pass ? '

C Yeas— 27
It was decided in the affirmative,  ̂ Nays 2 ?
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Goodrell, Hardy, 

Hebard, Holland, King, Leech, Leffingw'ell, Lyons, Matson, Mac 
Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Morton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore and W right.

Those who voted in the negative, are 
M essrs Clifton and Willoughby.
Absent, M essrs Cochran, Comstock, Day, Kinsman, Smyth of 

Linn and Williams.
Absent and sick, M essrs Green, O’Brien arid Smith of Mahaska. - 
So the said bill passed.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
• M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 110, A n A ct to authorize the Auditor to audit 
certain certificates of indebtedness on account of expenses connected 
with the penitentiary;

Senate file, No. I l l ,  A n A ct making an appropriation for the 
public buildings at Iowa city;

Senate file, No. 112, Joint Resolution providing for a set of seals 
lor Dallas county.

The Senate have amended,
52
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H . R. file, No. 45, An A ct amendatory of an act entitled A n A ct 
concerning costs and fees; approved February 11th, 1843;

By striking out all after the first sectioil, with the exception of 
that portion which defines the fees of jurors.

Also, with amendment,
H . R. file, No. I l l ,  A n Act defining the time of holding elections 

for State, district and county officers.
Substitute for
H . R. file, No. 2, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 

State to procure a State seal;
In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
And without amendment, ,
H . R. file, No. 99, A n A ct incorporating towns ;
H . R. file, No. 133, An A ct to discontinue certain Territorial or 

State roads, in the county of Jones.
The Senate have concurred in the amendments made by the 

House to
Senate file, No. 92, A n A ct in relation to the Salt Springs grant

ed to this State, /
And have indefinitely postponed,
H. R. file, No. 63, A n A ct to fix the times and places of holding 

the Supreme Court ;
And then he withdrew.

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r  :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have indefinitely postponed,

H . R. file, No. 114, A n A ct establishing the prices of Public 
Printing;

I  herewith present for your signature,
A n A ct to provide for the election of Electors of President and 

Vice President of the United States ; ■
A n A ct creating a Board of Public W orks, and providing for the 

improvement of the Desmoines r iv e r ;
Joint Resolution concerning the taking effect of acts public and 

private, and,
A n A ct in relation to the Salt Springs granted to this State ;
The same having passed both Houses, and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled.
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated,
A n A ct fixing the times of holding District Courts in the first J u 

dicial D istric t;
A n A ct extending the powers of the Board of County Commis

sioners in regard to licensing and regulating Ferries ; and
A n Act to provide for the repeal of the charter of F ort Madi

son, in Lee county,
The same having been signed by the President of the Senate; 
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
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M r Hebard, from the select committee to which was referred the 
bill of the Senate, (No. 72,) entitled An Act requiring the County 
Commissioners of the county of Desmoines, to purchase land upon 
which to locate a farm for the use of the poor of said county, re
ported the same with amendments.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the said bill.
The question being, W ill the House concur therein? '
And being put,
I t  was decided in the affirmative,
So the amendments were concurred in;
After which,

On motion of M r Hebard,
Vhe 42d rule was suspended, and the Bill read a third time, 

passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Baker, (by  leave,) introduced,
H . R . file, No. 141, A  Bill for an act to authorize Thomas J .  N ew 

by, a minor of Lee county, to dispose of his real estate,
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Baker,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

time, passed and its title agreed to.
M r Baker on leave granted, introduced
H . R . file, No. 142, A  Bill for an act to authorize George Kidd, 

to establish and keep a W harf Boat,
W hich was read a first time; and 

On motion of M r Baker,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the . 

Senate in the said bill.
M r Cochran, presented an account of S. J .  Swafford, which was 

referred to the Standing Committee on Claims.
M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 

have presented to his Excellency the Governor, for his approval: 
A n A ct to locate a State Road therein named;
An A ct to provide for criminal returns; and 
A n A ct to locate a State Road therein named.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Olmstead (by leave,) introduced,
H . R. file, No. 32, Joint Resolution, allowing State Warrants to 

draw interest,
W hich was read a first time,
H . R. file, No. 122, A  Bill for an actto stay certain proceedings 

at law,
Was read a second time, when ,
M r Day moved to lay the same on the table;
W hich motion was put and disagreed to.
M r Matson, from the Committee on Schools, to which was refer- - 

red
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Senate file, No 66, A  Bill for an act supplemental and amendatory 
to A n A ct to establish Common Schools; approved Jan. 16, 1846, 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its indefi
nite postponement;

Which report was concurred in,
So the bill was indefinitely postponed.

On motion of M r Steele,
Senate file, No. 80, An Act relative to the Penitentiary,

• Was taken up and read a second time, when
On motion of M r Steele,

It was amended by striking out the “ Second section,” and insert
ing the following in lieu thereof:

“ Sec. 2. To meet the necessary expenditure thus incurred, the 
Governor shall cause to he executed State Bonds to the amount of 
ten thousand dollars, drawing six per cent .interest per annum, and 
deliver the same to the Agent herein before mentioned;”

After which,
On motion of M r Steele,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, pass
ed, and its title agreed to. :

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Goodrell presented a claim of Stout and Israel,
Which was read, and

On motion of M r Goodrell,
Ordered, To be referred, to the Committee on Claims.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendment re

ported from the Senate to the Bill of the House, (No. 45,) A Bill 
for an act amendatory to an act concerning costs and fees, approved 
February 11, 1843. . . .
• The question being upon concurring in the said amendment of the 
Senate,

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the negative.
The House refusing to concur, it was
Resolved, That the House disagree to the said amendment of the 

Senate to the said Bill of the House (No. 4 5 ;)
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Goodrell in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained leave 

and introduced
H . R. file, No. 34, Joint Resolution relative to interest on A u

ditor’s warrants in certain cases,
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 

third time,
A nd the question being put, Shall it pass ?

I t was decided in the negative, j Nays— 15'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
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M essrs B aker, Bowie, Goodrell, K ing, Leffingwell, Lyons, M at
son, M ‘M anus, M orton, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells and 
Updegraff.

Those w ho voted in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Day, H ardy, H eb- 

ard, H olland, Leech, M ‘P herrin , M ontague, Steele, W hitm ore, 
W illoughby and Speaker Brow ne.

A bsent M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Cochran, Kinsm an, Smyth- of 
L inn, W illiam s, and W right.

A bsent on account of sickness, M essrs G reen, O ’B rien and Smith 
of M ahaska.

So the said Jo in t Resolution was rejected.
M r Bowie moved the following resolution,
W hich was read, considered, and rejected.
Resolved, T hat the m essenger of this H ouse be allowed one dol

la r per day, from the first o f January , in  addition to the allowances, 
already made.

M r Bowie (the  ru le  having been suspended for that purpose) in
troduced, .

H . R . file, No. 35, Jo in t Resolution to provide for the distribu
tion of the L aw s of this G eneral Assem bly,

W hich wras read a first time, and 
O n motion of M r Bowie,

T he 42d ru le was suspended and the same read a second and 
th ird  tim e, passed, and its title agreed to.

O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk  request the concurrence of the 
Senate therein.

A  message from the Senate by M r R ussell, the ir Secretary.
M u  S p e a k e r :

T he Senate have passed a resolution in the following words:
Resolved, (T h e  H ouse of R epresentatives concurring ,) T hat the 

Secretary  of State is hereby authorized to take into his care and 
control, for safe keeping, all the rem aining stationery now belonging 
to the State, and distribute the same, as necessity may require, to 
the A uditor and T reasu rer of State. :

In  w hich I  am directed to request the concurrence of the House.
A nd then he w ithdrew .

M r Smyth of L in n , (M r  H ebard in  the C hair,) moved th e  fol
lowing resolution;

W hich w as read, considered and agreed to:
: Resolved, T hat the thanks of this body be tendered to G eneral 

Je sse  B. Brow ne, for the able and gentlemanly manner in w hich he 
has discharged the duties of Speaker of this House.

M r Smyth of L inn moved the following resolution:
W hich was read, considered and agreed to.
Resolved, That John  T . M orton be allowed the sum of two dol

lars per day, extra, for tw o days services as Speaker of this House.
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A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have amended H. R. file, No. 32, Joint Resolution, so as to 
make it read as follows:

Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That the Auditor of State is 
authorized to audit and allow the claims of the publishers of the sev
eral papers in this State, for publishing the laws in their respective 
papers, authorized by the General Assembly;

And have passed with amendments,
H. R. file, No. 142, A n Act to authorize George Kidd to estab

lish and keep a w harf boat;
In  which the concurrence of the House is requested.
Also, without amendment,
H . R. file, No. 8, An A ct to provide compensation to an agent to 

select lands for the use and support of a university;
The Senate have concurred in the amendments made by the H ouse

to
Senate file, No. 72, A n A ct requiring the County Commissioners of 

the county of Des Moines, to purchase land upon which to locate a 
farm for the use of the poor of said county.

The Senate have indefinitely postponed
H . R. file, No. 72, A n Act to amend an act defining crimes and 

punishments; also,
H. R. file, No. 141, An A ct to authorize Thos. J .  Newby, a mi

nor. of Lee County, [to sell] or otherwise dispose of his real estate. 
I  herewith return to the House, in which they originated,
A n A ct to incorporate towns;
A n A ct to provide for the place of holding D istrict Courts in 

Jones county;
A n A ct to locate a State road therein named; and 
An A ct to repeal an act herein named;

• The same having been signed by the President of the Senate;
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Sells, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 

have examined
H . R. file, No. 97, A n A ct incorporating towns;
H. R. file, No. 134, An Apt to locate a State road therein named; 
H. R. file, No. 139, A n A ct to repeal an act herein named; 

and
H. R. file, No. 131, An A ct to provide for the place of holding 

the District Court in Jones county,
And find the same correctly enrolled.
The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
And then,

On motion of M r Comstock,
The House adjourned until half past 6 o’clock, P. M.
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6 1-2 o’clock, P. M.

M r Olmstead (by leave) moved the following:
Whereas, it is believed on all hands that a large majority of the 

people of Iowa are democratic in their politics, and approve of the 
policy and measures of the General Administration. And whereas, 
owing to the condition of parties in the Legislature, it is out of the 
power of the Democratic members to elect United States Senators, 
who will fairly represent the wishes of the people, and in whom 
they have confidence. And whereas, we have an abiding confi
dence that our course, in refusing to permit the State to be mis
represented in one of the branches of the National Legislature, will 
be sustained by the people; therefore

Resolved, That we unanimously resign our seats as members of 
the House of Representatives. Provided the members of the Senate 
will do the same;

Which resolution was read,
And pending which,
M r Sells moved the following, as a substitute for the sime:
“ Whereas, a majority of the members of this House have been 

willing at all times to go into the election of United States Senators 
and Supreme Judges. And whereas, the people are defeated in 
their Representation in the Senate of the United States, in conse
quence of such refusal on the part of the locofoco members of this 
General Assembly; therefore, be it

Resolved, That those members, who have defeated the election, 
be requested to resign, in order to enable the people to elect such 
men as will regard their oaths and do their duty;

The said substitute being read,
And the question being stated, Will the House agree thereto ? 
And pending which,
And after debate,
M r Hebard moved to lay the same on the table, together with the 

original;
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative, < XeaS Vh '’ I Nays— 12.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, Goodrell, Hebard, M‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rath- 
bun, Sells, Updegraff, Williams, Wright and Speaker Browne. 

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, 

Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smith of Linn, Whitmore and 
Willoughby.

Absent, Messrs Bonham, Holland, King, Leech and Steele. 
Absent and sick, Messrs Green, O’Brien and Smith of Mahaska. 
So the said resolution was laid on the table.
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M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they have presented to his excellency the Governor, for his ap
proval,

A n Act for extending the powers of the Board of County Com
missioners, in regard to licensing and regulating ferries ;

A n A ct to provide for the repeal of the charter of Fort Madison, 
in Lee county; and

A n A ct fixing the time of holding the District Court in the first 
judicial d istric t;

H . R. file, No. 32, Joint Resolution allowing State w arrants to 
draw in terest;

Was read a third time, and 
On motion of M r Hardy,

The same was
Ordered, To be laid on the table.
Senate substitute for the bill of the House, (N o. 2 ,) A Bill for 

an act authorizing the Secretary of State to procure a State.Seal;
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second and third 

timej passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
M r Williams, from the Committee on Claims, made the following 

report:
The committee on Claims to whom was referred the account of 

S. C. Trowbridge, Post M aster, Iowa city, for postage on letters and 
papers have had the same under consideration and recommend that 
he he allowed $423,731.

Also, your committee have had under consideration the account 
of Silas Foster for publishing the Governor’s proclamation ordering 
the election of State officers, and recommend that he he allowed 
$12,00, also, for publishing general Militia order No. 1, $10,00.

Also, an account of Silas Poster, for publishing Governor’s proc
lamation convening General Assembly, and recommend that he be 
allowed $2,00.

Also, the account of Silas Foster for incidental printing, publica
tion of laws in newspaper, and for copies of the Iowa Standard, 
furnished members of the General Assembly, have had the same 
under consideration, and have directed me to recommend a reduc
tion in his charge for newspapers furnished, of twenty-five cents 
per copy, and that the balance of his account, amounting to $1482,00 
be allowed.

The committee also recommend that Stout &. Israel be allowed 
$8, for newspapers furnished, Sanders & Davis $1, for the same, 
and James G. Edwards, $39,50 for the Hawk-Eye, furnished mem
bers of the General Assembly.

The committee on Claims, also recommend the allowance of eight 
dollars to J .  Scott Richman for two days services as Clerk, pro tern.

The committee have also examined the account of S. Swafford for 
repairs to desks and recommend its allowance— $2,00; and your
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committee ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same. .

The House proceeded to the consideration of said report.
And the question being, Will the House concur therein?
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in,
And the allowances made accordingly.
Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution in relation to the publica

tion of acts;
Was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Sells,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 

time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 110, A Bill to authorize the Auditor to audit cer

tain certificates of indebtedness on account of expenses connected 
with the Penitentiary;

Was read a first time, and 
On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second and 
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
Senate file, No. I l l ,  An Act making an appropriation for the 

public buildings at Iowa city;
Was read a first time, and . . ,

On motion of Mr Bonham,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time, 

when
M r Hebard moved to amend the same by striking out “three 

thousand dollars,” in the fifth line of the first section, and inserting 
“ fifteen hundred dollars” in lieu thereof; 1

And the question being stated,
A division of the question was called for, and had,
And the question being on striking out,
And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
M r Lyons moved to fill the blank with 1600 dollars.
M r Smyth of Linn moved to fill the blank with 2900 dollars,
And the question being put,

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—20
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, ,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Leech, Leffingw'ell, Mat

son, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Wil
liams and Willoughby. /

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Anderson, Bailey, Baker, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Corn- 

stock, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Lyons, M'Manus, 
53 <
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M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, W right 
and Speaker Browne.

So the motion of M r Smyth was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Lyons,
And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
And the blank filled accordingly,
And then,

On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a third time,
And the question being put, Shall it pass?

It was decided in the affirmative. j  Nays— 15'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,

• Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
M essrs Baker, Bowie, Bonham, Day, Goodrell, Hardy, Kinsman, 

Leech, Leffingwell, Matson, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Montague, 
Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Williams and 
Willoughby,

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Blair, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hebard, Holland, Lyons, Morton, Steele, Updegraff, Whitmore, 
W right and Speaker Browne.

So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith; 
M r Bonham (by leave,) introduced,
H . R. file, No. 36, Joint Resolution in relation to furnishing the 

State House in Iowa City,
Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Bonham,
T h e , 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a second time, 

when,
M r Smyth of Linn, moved to amend the same, by striking out the 

words “or moneys.”
W hich motion was put and agreed to, when 

On motion of M r Bonham,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the Resolution read a third 

time, passed, and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
M r Goodrell, (the rules being suspended for that purpose,) in

troduced,
H. R. file, No. 143, A n Act to provide for the compensation of 

Members, Officers, and Printers, of the General Assembly, and for 
other purposes,

Which was read a first time, and
On motion of M r Goodrell, » \
The 42d rule was suspended, and the Bill read a second time, 

when,
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M r Olmstead moved to amend the same by reducing the allow
ance of James G. Edwards to twelve dollars,

Which motion was put and agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
Senate file, No. 112, Joint Resolution providing for a set of 

Seals for Dallas County,
Was read a first time, and 

On motion,
The 42d rule was suspended, and the said resolution read a se

cond and third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
On motion of M r Baker,

Senate file, No, 101, A  Bill for an act to provide for a term of the 
Supreme Court and to change the time of holding the same was 
taken from the table,

Was read a second time, and 
On his motion,

The 42d rule was suspended, and the same read a third time, 
passed and its title agreed to.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re

ported from the Senate to the bill of the House, (No. I l l , )  A  Bill 
for an act fixing the time of holding State, D istrict and County of
fices.

The question being upon concurring in the said amendments; 
And the question being stated,
M r Morton moved that the House disagree to the said amend

ments, and ask a conference in relation thereto; and that managers 
be appointed on the part of the House;

And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative,
And so it was
Resolved, That the House disagrees to the said amendments of the 

Senate to the said bill of the House, (N o. I l l , )  and asks a confer
ence in relation to the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon 
the same, and that managers be appointed on the part of the House 
thereat.

The Speaker appointed M essrs Morton, Cochran and Rathbun, 
to conduct said conference, on the part of the House.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
On motion of M r Goodrell,

H . R . file, No. 143, A  Bill for an act to provide for the compen
sation of Members, Officers and Printers of the General Assem
bly, and for other purposes,

Was taken up, and
On motion of M r Goodrell,

The bill was amended, by making an additional allowance to A,
H . Palmer, o f -----------dollars, and also by allowing the proprietors
of the Burlington G azette  dollars, when
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On motion of M r Goodrell,
The 42d rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed 

and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said bill.
M r Baker (by leave,) introduced,
H . R . file, No. 36, Joint resolution appointing a Superintendant 

of the Penitentiary;
W hich was read a first time, and 

On motion of M r Baker,
The 42d rule w as' suspended, and the resolution read a second 

and third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate in the said resolution.
M r Sells, fromthe Committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 

have examined,
H . R. file, No. 132, An A ct for the relief of the poor;
H . R.:file, No. 133, An A ct to discontinue certain Territorial or 

State Roads in the county of Jones; and_
H . R. file, No. 130, A n Act to locate and establish a State Uni

versity ; ' -
And find them correctly enrolled. „

• The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
The House then proceeded to consider Senate message, contain

ing the following resolution, to wit:
Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the Secretary is hereby 

authorized to take into his care, for safe keeping, all the remaining 
stationery now belonging to the State, and distribute the same as 
necessity may require, to the Auditor and Treasurer of State.

The question being upon concurring therein,
And the question being put,
I t was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution was concurred in.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendments re

ported from the Senate, to the Bill of the House, (No. 128,) A  Bill 
for an act to lay out and establish a State road from the county seat 
of Benton county, to the county seat of Buchanan county.

The question being upon concurring in the said amendments of 
the Senate;

And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said amendments w ere concurred in,
And the bill stands passed as amended.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed

ings of the House held herein.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendment of 

the Senate to the Joint Resolution of the House, relative to Audi
tor’s warrants;

The question being upon concurring in the said amendment,
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And the question being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
And so the said resolution stands passed as follows:
Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That the Auditor of State is 

authorized to audit and allow the claims of thfi publishers of the 
several papers in this State, for publishing the laws in their res
pective papers, authorized by the General Assembly.

And then,
On motion of M r Comstock,

The House adjourned until 7 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.

Thursday Morning, February 25th, 1847.

M r Sells from the Committee on Enrolled Bills reported as cor
rectly enrolled,

H. R. file, No. 128, An Act to lay out and establish a State road 
from the county seat of Benton, to the county seat of Buchanan coun
ty; and,

H. R. file, No. 8, An Act to provide compensation to an agent to 
select land for the use and support of a university.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts. '
M r Cochran moved to reconsider the vote had on yesterday, in

definitely postponing
Senate file. No. 66, An Act supplemental, and amendatory to An 

Act to establish a system of common schools;
And the question being put, Shall the said vote be reconsidered?

It was decided in the affirmative,  ̂Nays—7*'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Coch

ran, Comstock, Day, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Leffingwell, Ly
ons, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of Linn, 
Steele, Williams, Willoughby and Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, arc
Messrs Hardy, Leech, Matson, M ‘Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead 

and Updegraff. ' ■
So the motion to reconsider prevailed, and
The question recurred upon agreeing to the report of the commit

tee, to wit:
That the bill be indefinitely postponed;
The question being put, Will the House agree thereto?
It was decided in the negative, \ KCaSo ’ Nays—22.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
: Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Matson, M‘Pherrin, Montague, Olmstead and 

Updegraff.
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Those who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, D ay, 

H ebard, Holland, K insm an, Leffingwell, Lyons, M 'M anus, M orton, 
R athbun, Reynolds, Sells, Smyth of L inn, Steele, W illiams, W il
loughby and Speaker B row ne.

So the report of the committee, was disagreed to.
A  motion was then made by M r Leffingwell, to suspend the 42d 

ru le , and that the bill be read a th ird  tim e now;
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in  the affirmative.

"  So the said bill passed to its th ird  reading.
M r Smyth of L inn, (by  leave ,) introduced 
H . R . file, No. 144, A  Bill for an act to establish a  system of 

common schools.
W hich was read a first time, w hen 

On motion of M r Clifton,
O rdered , To be laid on the table.

O n motion of M r M ‘M anus,
Senate file, No. 66, A n  A ct supplem ental and amendatory to A n 

A ct to establish a system  of common schools ;
W as taken from the table, read, and considered.

A nd  on his motion,
O rdered, T hat the 42d ru le  be suspended, and that the bill be 

read a th ird  time now;
T he 42d ru le  was accordingly suspended, and the bill read a th ird  

tim e.
A nd the question being put, Shall it pass?

* » y  c j .s  22
I t  was decided in  the affirmative. j  N ays 6 ’

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, Bailey, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, 

Comstock, H ebard, H olland, K insm an, L eech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 
M ‘M anus, M orton, R athbun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, W illiams and 
Speaker Brow ne.

Those who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs H ardy, M atson, M 'P h err in , M ontague, Olmstead and 

W illoughby.
So the bill stands passed.
O rdered, T hat the C hief C lerk notify the Senate thereof.
M r Olmstead made a  motion to take from the table H ouse reso- 

lution relative to the resignation of mem bers, and the substitute of 
M r Sells th e re fo r;

A nd the question being put,
I t  w as decided in the negative,
So the H ouse refused to take said resolution from the table.

O n motion of M r B aker,
H . R . file, N o. 122, A n  A ct to stay certain proceedings at law; 
W as taken from the table, and the bill read a th ird  time, passed, 

and title agreed to.
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Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said bill.

M r Sells moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That five hundred copies of the Journals of this House 

be printed, and distributed as follows, to wit: ' F ive copies to each 
member of this House. F ive copies in the office of the County 
Commissioners Clerk, of each organized county in this State, for the 
use of the county. And the remaining part to be deposited in the 
office of the Secretary of State, for the use of the State;

Which resolution was read, considered and agreed to.
M r Anderson moved to reconsider the vote had on yesterday, re

lative to the disposal of the printing of the Journals of the House, 
to the editors of the Iowa Standard.

M r Smyth of Linn moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table.

And the question was stated, Shall the said motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table?

And pending which, '
A  call of the House was ordered and had, and M essrs Goodrell, 

King, Whitmore and Steele, found absent, and sent for.
And after some time,

Qn motion of M r Sells, 1
The further call of the House was suspended, for the purpose of 

considering the following message from the Senate, the same being 
announced by M r Russell, their Secretary, pending the said call. 

M n  S p e a k e r :
I  am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 

Senate have passed
Senate file, No. 115, Joint Resolution for superintending the 

printing and distributing the laws.
Have insisted upon their amendments to
H. R. file, No. 45, A n A ct amendatory of an act entitled An A ct 

concerning costs and fees, approved Feb. 11, 1843.
And have disagreed to House amendments to 
Senate file, No. 93, A n A ct to provide for the location of a State 

Road from Dahlonega, in Wapello county, to Oscaloosa, in Mahas
ka county. Also, without amendment, ' -

H . R. file, No. 113, A n Act making appropriations for the sup
port of the State Government, for the fiscal years of 1847 and 1848. 

I  herewith present for your signature. '
A n A ct to provide for the management and disposition-of the 

School Fund.
A n Act in relation to the Penitentiary;
A n A ct to amend an act relative to the Probate of W ills, Execu

tors and Administrators, &c.; approved Feb. 13, 1843,
The same having passed both Houses and been reported as cor

rectly enrolled. '
I  herewith return to the House in which they originated.
A n A ct to discontinue certain Territorial or State Roads in the 

county of Jones.
A n Act to locate and establish a State University;
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An A ct to provide compensation to an agent, to select land for the 
use and support of a University;

An A ct for the relief of the poor;
An A ct to lay out a State Road from the county seat of Benton 

county, to Quasqueten, in Buchanan county,
The same being signed by the President of the Senate; .
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
The said message being read;

On motion of M r Comstock,
Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the disagreeing votes 

of the two Houses upon the Bill of the Senate (N o. 93,) entitled 
A n Act to locate a State road from Dahlonega, in Wapello county, 
to Oscaloosa in Mahaska county, be laid on the table.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the amendment of 
the Senate, disagreed to by the House, and insisted on by the Sen
ate to the Bill of the House, (No. 45) A Bill for an act amendatory 
to an act concerning costs and fees,

The said amendment was read, and
The question was stated, W ill the House recede from its disa

greement to the said amendment of the Senate,
And pending which,

On motion of M r Hardy,
I t was,
Resolved, That the House insist upon its disagreement to the 

amendment of the Senate, to the said bill of the House, (N o. 45;) 
and asks a conference of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses.

Ordered, That M r Hardy, M r Leffingwell, and M r Cochran, be 
the Managers at said conference, on the part of the House.

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed
ings of the House upon the said amendment.

The Senate message having been disposed of,
M r Smyth of Linn, asked, obtained leave, and introduced 
H. R. file, No. 38, Joint Resolution in relation to furnishing the 

State House in Iowa City;
Which was read, a first time, and
The 42d rule suspended, and the same read a second and third 

time, passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Senate file, No. 115, Joint Resolution relative to the printing of 
the Laws,

Was taken from the table,
And read a first time, and
The 42d rule suspended, and same read a second and third time, 

passed and title agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
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M r Sells moved the following’resolution:
Resolved, That Samuel T. Marshall has been proven guilty of a 

contempt of this House in olferinga bribe to one of its members and 
deserves its severest reprehension.

Resolved: That these resolutions be entered on the Journals of 
this House, as a public reprimand for said contempt.

Which resolutions were read, when,
M r Olmstead moved to amend the same, so as to include the name 

of “Nelson King,” as receiving a bribe,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?

It was decided in the negative, j Nays L7
The yeas and nays being desired by two members, ' \
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, • Cochran, Comstock,1 

Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Rey
nolds, Sells, Steele, Williams, Wright and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Bonham, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Mat

son, Montague, Olmstead, Smyth of Linn and Willoughby.
So the motion to amend was disagreed to. ’ , ;
The question then recurring upon the adoption of the resolutions, 

as read, and
The question being put, Will the House agree thereto ?,
It was decided in the affirmative, $ Tvr6aS i............................’ ( Nays—1. - ....
The ^eas and nays being desired by two members, ’
Those who voted in the affirmative, are ! ’ « •
Messrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Comstock, Clifton, Hebard; Hol

land, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin,: Morton, 
Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Williams, Wright 
and Speaker Browne.

M r Olmstead voted in the negative.
So the said resolutions were agreed to. • !
M r Hardy, from the conference committee relative to the disa

greeing vote of the two Houses upon the Bill of the House, (No. 
45,) An Act amendatory to an act concerning costs and fees ;

Reported, That the committee on the part of the House, had met 
the Senate committee and that after full and free conference, the 
committee had agreed to recommend, and do recommend, that the 
House recede from its disagreement to the Senate amendment to the 
said Bill of the House, (No. 4 5 .)

Which report was read and laid on the table. ■ " ' ’ ;
The Sergeant-at-arms here appeared, and reported that the absen

tees noted under the call of the House, on the motion of M r Ander
son,’to reconsider the vote had on yesterday, relative to the dispo
sal of the printing of the House Journals, were not to be found, 
when

On motion of M r Bowie, > ' ■
Ordered, That the said absentees be excused from attending, 

i Mr Anderson here renewed his motion to reconsider the vote of 
54
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yesterday relative to the disposal of the printing of the H ouse J o u r 
nals, w hich motion, and the motion of M r Smyth of L inn , to lay said 
motion on the table, w as pending during the call of the H ouse, and 
w hich w ere  w ithdraw n for the purpose of considering the m essage 
reported  from the Senate pending the said proceedings.

A nd the question being upon the motion to lay the motion to re 
consider on the table, w as s ta ted ;

A nd the question being put,
c y eas 14

I t  w as decided in the negative, |  N ays__18

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, D ay, H ardy, K insm an, L eech, Leffing- 

w ell, L yons, M atson, M ontague, Olmstead, R eynolds, Smith of 
L inn  and W illoughby.

T hose w ho voted-in the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

H ebard, Holland, M ‘M anus, M ‘P herrin , M orton, R athbun, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

So the motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table was dis
agreed to ; w hen

M r Olmstead moved to ad journ ;
A nd the question being put,

f Yeas 9
I t  w as decided in  the negative, < „ 0 0

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o m em bers,
Those who voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Leffingwell, Lyons, M atson, M ontague, 

Olmstead, Reynolds and W illoughby.
Those w ho voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, D ay, H ebard, H olland, K insm an, L eech, M ‘M anus, M 'P h e r-  
rin , M orton, R athbun, Sells, Smyth of L inn, Steele, W illiam s, 
W righ t and Speaker B row ne. ,
> So the motion to adjourn w as disagreed to.

M r Lyons moved a  call of the H ouse, w hich was ordered and had, 
and absent mem bers sent fo r ; w hen 

O n motion of M r Sells,
I t  was
O rdered , T hat the fu rther call of the H ouse be dispensed w ith .
T he question recurred , Shall the said vote be reconsidered ?
A nd  pending w hich, >
M r Olmstead moved a call of the H ouse, w hich w as ordered and 

had, and absent m em bers sent for.
M r M orton moved to excuse the absentees.
M r Leffingwell raised the question of order, and demanded the 

attendance of the absent members under the 34th ru le .
T he Speaker decided the question before the H ouse to be, upon 

the motion of M r M orton, to excuse absent members from attend
ance,

A nd the question being stated and put,
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It was decided in the affirmative.
M r Lyons moved that the absent members be sent for, and that 

the Sergeant-at-arms be directed to compel their attendance.
Which motion the chair decided to be out of order, inasmuch as 

the House had by two distinct votes excused the members absent 
from attending;

In which decision of the chair the House acquiesced.
M r Olmstead renewed the question of order raised by M r Leffing- 

well, and desired of the chair to state, if it was the decision of the
chair, “ that under the 34th rule any live members could not de
mand the attendance of all members absent.”

The Speaker stated the decision of the chair to be—“ that the 
■34th rule only applied when a quorum’was not present; and that a 
quorum being present, a motion to excuse absent members, pending 
the call, was first in order; and that no motion or demand compell
ing the attendance of the whole House, when a quorum was found 
present, eould be entertained.”

From this decision Mr Olmstead appealed,
And the question being put, Shall the decision of the Chair stand 

as the judgment of the House ?
Which was decided in the affirmative, \ -Ke“s ^2’’ ( Nays— /.
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
Messrs Anderson, Baker; Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M ‘Pherrin, Morton, Rathbun, 
Reynolds, Sells, Smith of Linn, Steele, Updegraff, Williams and 
Wright.

Those who voted in the negative, are
Messrs Kinsman, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olm- 

stcad and Willoughby.
And the decision of the Chair stands as the judgment of the 

House.
The question recurred, Shall the said vote be reconsidered ?
And pending which, 1

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
Mn S p e a k e r  :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the 
Senate have passed, ,

Senate file, No. 109, Joint Resolution in relation to Auditor’s 
Warrants ;

Senate file, No. 116, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary 
of State to effect a loan, to pay postage ;

Senate file, No. 113, An Act defining the duties of Secretary of 
State;  ̂ :

And with amendments,
H. R. file, No. 143, An Act to provide for the compensation of 

Members, Officers and Printers of the General Assembly, and for 
other purposes, •

And then he withdrew.
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The question being upon the motion of M r Anderson,
And being stated,
M r M ‘Manus moved the previous question which was rescinded, 
And pending which,

. M r Smyth of Linn, moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 
And the question being stated and put,

c Yeas 14
It was decided in the negative, j  Nays__18'
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, Leffing- 

well, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of 
Linn and Willoughby.

Those wffio voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, H e- 

bard, Holland, M ‘Manus, M 'Pherrin , Morton, Rathbun, Sells, 
Steele, Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the motion to lay on the table was disagreed to.
M r Hardy moved that the House adjourn “ sine die,”
And the question being put,

I t was decided in the negative,' j  Nays 25
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are
M essrs Baker, Bailey, Kinsman, Lyons; Leffingwell, Montague, 

Olmstead and Reynolds.
. Those who voted in the negative, are 

M essrs Anderson, Blair, Bowie, Bonham, Clifton, Cochran, Corn- 
stock, Day, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Leech, .Matson, M ‘M anus, 
M iPherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Smyth of Linn, Steele, Upde
graff, Williams, Willoughby, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the motion to adjourn, sine die, was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r M ‘Manus, for the 

previous question; .
And the question was stated, Shall the main question be now 

put?
And. being put, * . • '

I t was decided in the affirmative, j Nays_15
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are _
M essrs Anderson, Bailey, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Comstock, 

Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Up
degraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are !
Messrs Baker, Blair, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Kinsman, Leech, 

Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth 
of Linn and Willoughby. , .|
1 So the motion for the previous question was sustained, ' !

And the main question ordered to be put; to wit: Shall the vote
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had on yesterday, authorizing the editors of the “ Iowa City Stan
dard” to print the Journals of this House, be reconsidered?

And being put,
r Yeas 18

It was decided in the affirmative. ; j Nays 13' '
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are,
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hebard, Holland, M ‘Manus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

Those who voted in the negative, are,
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 

Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn and W il
loughby.

So the said vote was reconsidered; when,
M r Bowie moved to amend said resolution, by striking out the 

words “ Iowa Standard,” and inserting in lieu thereof, the words 
“ Burlington H aw k-Eye.”

M r Leffingwell moved to amend the motion, by substituting the 
words “Editors of the Lee County Democrat,”

And the question being stated and put,

It was decided in the negative, j Nays—-18
The yeas and nays being desired by two members,
Those who voted in the affirmative, are ■,
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, Day, Hardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 

Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of Linn and W il
loughby.

Those who voted in the negative, are
M essrs Anderson, Baker, Blair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Com

stock, Hebard, Holland, M 'M anus, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, 
Updegraff, Williams, W right and Speaker Browne.

So the motion of M r Leffingwell was disagreed to.
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Bowie,
And pending which,
M r Olmstead moved a call of the House, which was ordered and 

had, and absent members sent for; when, ■
On motion of M r Morton, <

The absent members w ere excused from attending and the fur
ther call of the House dispensed with.

M r Olmstead, (M r Hebard being in the Chair,) raised the qUes-. 
tion of order, and moved the House suspend further proceedings, 
until the absent members appear, under the 34th rule, five mem
bers demanding their attendance. ■

The Speaker, (M r Hebard,) decided the motion out of order, in
asmuch as a quorum was present; •

In which decision of the Chair, the House acquiesced. •
The question recurred upon the motion of M r Bowie, to wit: 

Strike out “ Iowa Standard,”  and insert “Burlington Hawk-Eye;” 
And the question being stated, W ill the House agree thereto? 1 
And pending which, and • , ■ :
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A fter debate,
M r  H ardy  moved that the H ouse adjourn;
A nd the question being put, Shall the H ouse adjourn?

i  Y eas 13
It  was decided in  the negative, |  N ays__19

T he yeas and nays being desired by tw o mem bers,
Those w ho voted in  the affirmative, are
M essrs Bailey, Bonham, D ay, H ardy, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, 

M atson M ontague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth of L inn  and W il
loughby.

Those who voted in  the negative, are
M essrs A nderson, B aker, B lair, Bowie, Clifton, Cochran, Corn- 

stock, H ebard, H olland, M ‘M anus, M ‘Pherrin , M orton, R athbun, 
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, W illiam s, W righ t and Speaker B row ne.

So the motion to adjourn was disagreed to.
T he question recu rred  upon the motion of M r Bowie;
A nd the question being put,
I t  was decided in the aftirmative,

' A nd the resolution w as amended accordingly.
T he question then recurred  upon the passage of the resolution as 

amended,
A nd th e  question being put, W ill the H ouse agree thereto?
I t  was decided in  the affirmative;
A nd  the resolution stands passed in the following w ords, to w it:
Resolved, T hat the prin ting  of the Journals of th is H ouse be giv

en to the editors of the “Burlington H aw k -E y e .”
M r Sells moved a call of the H ouse, w hich was ordered and had, 

and upon the roll being called, it w as found that but nineteen mem
bers answ ered to their names; w hen,

On motion of M r Sells,
O rdered , T hat the H ouse adjourn until 2  o’clock, P . M .

2 o’clock, P. M.

A  message from the Senate, by M r R ussell, their Secretary .
M r  S p e a k e r  :

T he Senate have passed,
H . R . file, No. 38, Jo in t Resolution in  relation to finishing the 

S tate H ouse in Iow a city.
T he Senate have agreed to the report of the Committee of Con

ference, (m ade to the Senate by the said committee on the ir pa rt,)  
upon the bill of the H ouse, (N o . I l l , )  entitled A n  A ct defining the 
tim e o f  holding elections for State, d istrict and county officers.

I  herew ith  p resen t for your signature,
A n  A ct making an appropriation lor the public buildings at Iow a

Jo in t Resolution for superintending the prin ting  and distribution 
o f the la w s ;

A nd then  he w ithdrew .
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The Speaker then signed the above act and resolution.
M r Morton, (by the unanimous consent of the House,) from the 

Committee of Conference on the part of the House, upon the said 
bill, (No. I l l , )  made the following report:

The Committee of Conference on the part of the House otttepre- 
sentatives, on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses, on the said 
bill of the House, (No. I l l , )  entitled An Act defining the time of 
holding elections for State, district and county officers, respectfully 
report—

That they have met the conferees on the part of the Senate, and 
after free and full conference upon the subject of said disagreeing 
votes, the joint conferees have unanimously agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend to the respective Houses as follows:

That the amendment of the Senate to the fifth section, be so mod
ified as to be in form as follows:*

That the House agree to the first amendment of the Senate to said 
bill, and that the Senate and House respectively recede from their; 
disagreements to the amendment to the fifth section, and mutually 
agree to substitute therefor, the substitute proposed by the commit
tee.

On motion of Mr Morton,
The House proceeded to consider the message from the Senate 

announcing the agreement of the Senate in the report of the com
mittee of conference upon the said House bill, (No. 111.)

And the question was stated’ on concurring with the Senate in 
their agreement with the committee of conference in their report on 
the subject of the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the said 
bill, when

M r Morton moved the previous question, which was seconded, 
And the main question ordered and put, viz:
Will the House concur with the Senate in their agreement with 

the committee of conference in their said report?
And decided in the affirmative.
So the said report was concurred in, and the said bill of the 

House was amended accordingly.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate of the proceed

ings of the House herein. _
The House proceeded to consider the amendments of the Senate

to
H. R. file, No. 143, An Act providing compensation to members, 

officers and printers of the General Assembly, and for other purposes; 
The question being on agreeing to the said amendments. '

On motion of Mr Sells,
The amendments of the Senate were so amended as to reduce the 

allowance made to A. H. Palmer, ninety-eight dollars and fifty 
cents, and -■ ,

On motion of M r Leffingwell,

* N o t r  by t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .— T h e  s u b s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  con* 
f e r e n c e  t o  I b e  f i f t h  s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  b i l l  n o t  b e i n g  e m b o d i e d  in  t h e  r e p o r t , *  
i t  i s . n e c e s s a r i l y  o m i t t e d .
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The same W ere further amended, so as to increase the allowance 
made — :— T urner to four dollars per day, for services rendered as 
a clerk to the Senate.

The question then being stated upon concurring in the amend
ments of the Senate as amended by the House,
' And being put, !

It was decided in the affirmative.
, Ordered, That the Chief Clerk notify the Senate accordingly.
M r Cochran on leave granted, introduced,
H . R. tile, No. 39, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary 

of State to furnish the Members and Clerks of the two Houses of 
the present General Assembly, each with a copy of the Laws,

Which was read a first time, and
The 42d rule was suspended and the same read a second and 

third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
• O rdered,-That the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the 

Senate therein.
M r Olmstead on leave granted, offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That the vote of thanks, which passed this House on 

yesterday, to M r Speaker Browne, be and the same is hereby re
scinded and expunged from the Journal.

Which was read, and
On motion of M r Smyth of Linn,

Laid on the table.
On motion of M r Hardy,

Senate file, No. 113, An A ct further defining the duties of Secre
tary of State ;

Was taken from the table, considered, and 
On motion of M r Hardy, '

The said Bill was rejected.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith;

A  message from the Senate by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M u -S p e a k e r :

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that ̂ he 
Senate have concurred in the amendments of the House, to the 
amendments of the Senate, to

H . R. file, No. 143, A n Act providing compensation to Members, 
Officers, and Printers of the General Assembly, and for other pur- 
poses;

And then he withdrew. \  •

M r Day, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 
have presented to his Excellency the Governor, for his approval:

• A n A ct to lay out a State road from the County Seat of Benton 
county, to the county seat of Buchanan county ;

An A ct for the relief of the poor ;
An A ct to locate and establish a State University ;
An A ct to provide compensation to an agent to select lands for 

the use and support of a University ;
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An Act to discontinue certain Territorial or State roads in the 
county of Jones ;

A n A ct to repeal an act herein named ;
An Act to Incorporate towns ;
A n A ct to locate a State Road therein nam ed;’
An A ct to provide for the place of holding District Courts in 

Jones county;

A  message from the Senate, by M r Russell, their Secretary.
M r  S p e a k e r : %

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the 
Senate have passed the following Resolution:

Resolved, By the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, That 
the Treasurer of State is hereby authorized to allow the Senate 
Chamber to be used for the purpose of divine worship, during the 
recess of the General Assembly,

In which the concurrence of the House is requested.
I  herewith present for your signature,
An Act requiring the County Commissioners of the county of 

Desmoines to purchase land upon which to locate a farm for the use 
of said county;

An Act to authorize the Auditor to audit certain certificates of in
debtedness on account of expenses connected with the penitentiary;

A n Act to provide for a term of the Supreme Conrt, and to change 
the time of holding the same;

Joint Resolution in relation to the publication of acts;
A n Act authorizing the Secretary of State to procure a State 

Seal;
And then he withdrew.

The Speaker then signed the above entitled acts.
M r Sells, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 

they have examined,
H. R. file, No. 88, An Act to provide for levying and collecting 

revenue, for State and county purposes;
H . R. file, No. 113, A n A ct making appropriations for the sup

port of the State Government for the fiscal years of 1847 and 1848;
H. R. file, No. 143, An A ct to provide for compensation of Mem

bers, Officers and Printers of the General Assembly, and for other 
purposes;

H. R. file, No. 35, Join t Resolution in relation to finishing the 
State House in Iowa City; and

H. R. file, No. I l l ,  An Act defining the time of holding elec
tions for State, District and County officers,

And find the same truly enrolled.
The House, (by unanimous consent,) proceeded to the consider

ation of the said resolution of the Senate granting the use of the 
Senate chamber for the purpose of divine worship during the recess 
of the General Assembly.

The said resolution was read, and 
55
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The question was stated, Will the House concur therein?
And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said resolution was agreed to.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith, 
Also, to the consideration of the resolution reported from the Sen

ate authorizing the Auditor of State to audit and allow the expen
ses of printing the Journals of the two Houses of the present Gen
eral Assembly.

The said resolution was read a first time, and 
On motion of *Mr Smyth of Linn,

Ordered that the 42d rule be suspended and that the same be read 
a second and third time and passed.

Ordered that the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith.
The House proceeded to the consideration of the Joint Resolu

tion of the Senate, providing that warrants issued by the Auditor 
of State draw interest at the rate of ten per cent, per annum.

The said resolution was read the first time, when 
M r Hardy moved that it be rejected, and
The question being put, Shall the said Joint Resolution be re

jected?
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the said joint resolution was rejected.
Ordered, That the Chief Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith; 
M r Day, from the Committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 

have, on this day, presented to his excellency, the Governor for 
his approval, bills of the following titles, to wit:

An A ct making appropriations for the support of a State Govern
ment; and,

Joint Resolution in relation to finishing the State House, in Iowa 
City.

M r Hebard moved the following resolution:
Resolved, That George E . Bronson, be allowed the sum of five 

dollars, for services rendered to the Chief Clerk, in enrolling bills; 
The said resolution was read,
And the question being put, Will the House agree thereto?
And pending which, and 
After debate,

On motion of M r Bonham,
It was
Ordered, That the resolution be so amended as to increase the 

allowance to eight dollars.
The said resolution being amended,
The question recurred, Shall it pass?
And being put,
It was decided in the affirmative;
So the said resolution was agreed to, and the allowance made ac

cordingly.
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A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  S e n a t e ,  b y  M r  R u s s e l l ,  t h e i r  S e c r e t a r y :
M r  S p e a k e r :

I  h e r e w i t h  p r e s e n t  f o r  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e ,
A n  A c t  s u p p l e m e n t a l  a n d  a m e n d a t o r y  t o  a n  a c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s y s 

t e m  o f  c o m m o n  s c h o o l s .
I  h e r e w i t h  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  H o u s e ,  i n  w h i c h  i t  o r i g i n a t e d ,
A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e ,  D i s t r i c t  a n d  C o u n t y  

o f f i c e r s ;
T h e  s a m e  b e i n g  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ;
A n d  t h e n  h e  w i t h d r e w .

T h e  S p e a k e r  t h e n  s i g n e d  t h e  a b o v e  e n t i t l e d  a c t s .  .
M r  D a y  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  e n r o l l e d  b i l l s ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y '  

h a v e  t h i s  d a y  l a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  f o r  h i s  a p p r o v a l
A n  A c t  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s ,  o f f i c e r s  a n d  p r i n t 

e r s  o f  t h i s  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s ;
A n  A c t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  l e v y i n g  a n d  c o l l e c t i n g  r e v e n u e ,  f o r  S t a t e  

a n d  C o u n t y  p u r p o s e s ;  a n d
A n  A c t  d e f i n i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  h o l d i n g  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  S t a t e ,  d i s t r i c t  

a n d  c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s ;

O n  m o t i o n  o f  M r  L e f f i n g w e l l ,
O r d e r e d ,  T h a t  a  c o m m i t t e e  b e  a p p o i n t e d ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  

s i m i l a r  c o m m i t t e e  011 t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
w a i t  o n  h i s  e x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  i n f o r m  h i m  t h a t  t h e  t w o  
H o u s e s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  h a v e  n o  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  b e f o r e  
t h e m ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  h i s  e x c e l l e n c y  h a s  n o  f u r t h e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to  
m a k e ,  b o t h  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  s t a n d  r e a d y  t o  a d 
j o u r n  s i n e  d i e .

T h e  S p e a k e r  a p p o i n t e d  M e s s r s  L e f f i n g w e l l  a n d  C o c h r a n  s a i d  
c o m m i t t e e .

O r d e r e d ,  T h a t  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k  n o t i f y  t h e  S e n a t e  a c c o r d i n g l y .

O n  m o t i o n  o f  M r  L e f f i n g w e l l ,
O r d e r e d ,  T h a t  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k  i n f o r m  t h e  S e n a t e  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  

h a v e  110 f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  a n d  a r e  n o w  r e a d y  t o  a d j o u r n  
s i n e  d i e .

M r  B o n h a m ,  ( b y  l e a v e , )  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  
h e  r e a d :  , 1

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  w h i c h  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n  o f  s u n d r y  
c i t i z e n s  o f  J o h n s o n  c o u n t y ,  p r a y i n g  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  t o  m e 
m o r i a l i z e  C o n g r e s s  t o  “  p e r m i t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  c r o p s ,  a n d  t h e  p r e v a 
l e n c e  o f  a  m o d e r a t e  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  i n  s a i d  c o u n t y ; ”  h a v e  i n s t r u c t e d  
m e  t o  m a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g —

"  R E P O R T .
Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d ,  o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  a  J o i n t  R e s o l n t i o n  h a s  

p a s s e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n  c o m m a n d i n g  o u r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  C o n g r e s s  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  S e a t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  R a c c o o n  F o r k s  o f  t h e  D e s m o i n e s  r i v e r ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y .

W h e n  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  t a k e s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  g r o w i n g  i m 
p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a b o u t  t h e  R a c c o o n  F o r k s  o f  t h e  D e s m o i n e s
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riv e r, and compare the same w ith the D istrict of Columbia, they  
cannot refrain from expressing their belief that, although our R ep
resentatives may not be able to remove said Seat of G overnm ent 
“ immediately,”  the day is nevertheless, not far distant, w hen this 
great object w ill have been accomplished, thus bringing the Seat 
o f the Federal G overnm ent in juxtaposition w ith your petitioners; 
thereby affording them a more favorable opportunity to press their 
claims upon that august Body, the Congress of the U nited States.

Y our Committee would therefore respectfully  recommend, that 
for the present, there be no definite action had upon the prayer of 
said petitioners, andjask to be discharged from the fu rther consider
ation of the subject,

S. H . B O N H A M , Chairm an.

M r Leffingwell, from the Jo in t Committee appointed to w ait on 
thd G overnor, reported that they had discharged that duty, and that 
the G overnor informed them that he had no further communication 
to make to either branch of the G eneral A ssem bly.

O n motion of M r Leffingwell,
O rdered, That this H ouse do now adjourn “ sine d ie .”
T he Speaker then rose and addressed the H ouse as fo llow s: 
G entlem en: Perm it me, before announcing the decision which is 

to dissolve our official connection, to offer you my grateful acknow l
edgements, for the complimentary resolution w ith w hich you have 
been pleased to honor me, and for the courtesy and forbearance you 
have extended tow ards me throughout the entire session. A nd 
now, gentlemen, I  bid you farew ell, and w ish  you a safe and plea
sant re tu rn  to your homes, your friends, and your families, trusting, 
that in  resum ing our private relations, w e shall cherish for the mem
ory of each other, feelings of mutual friendship and respect.

I  now declare that this H ouse stands adjourned “ sine d ie .”
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MEKrWSH 3
OF T H E  P R OCE ED ING S OP T H E  C O M M ITTEE ON B R I B E R Y .

To the Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives of said
State:

In the name of the said State of Iowa, you are hereby command
ed to summons Nelson King, Josiah Clifton, Reuben Conlee, John
son C. Chapman, William Stotts, William Patterson, M r Crocker, 
Samuel Ja m es, Simmons, Thomas C. Young, Wm H . W al
lace and Stewart Goodrell, to be, and appear forthwith before a 
committee of said House now sitting in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, said committee being specially appointed to inves
tigate the matter of Bribery and Corruption among the members of 
said House; and that you cause, and require said, persons to bring 
with them any, and all papers that may be, or may have been in 
their possession, which in anywise have relation thereto.

Given under my hand this ninth day of December, A . D. 1846.
W . J .  COCHRAN, _

Chairman of said committee.
(Endorsed on the back.)

Unavoidable necessity moving thereto, the committee deputise A. 
L. Gray to serve the within subpoena.

W . J .  COCHRAN,
Chairman said committee.

Served the within subpoena by reading the same to all the w it
nesses therein named, Dec. 10, 1846.

A . L. GRAY.
S t a t e  o f  I o w a , )
J o h n s o n  C o u n t y , (

To the Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representatives of said 
State:

In the name of the said State of Iowa, you are hereby command
ed to summon Joseph M ‘Mullen, to be, and appear forthwith before 
a committee of said House, said committee being specially appoint
ed to investigate the matter of Bribery and Corruption among the 
members of said House.

Given’under my hand, this tenth day of December, A . D. 1846.
W . J . COCHRAN,

Chairman committee.
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(E ndorsed  on the back of said w rit .)
Served the w ithin by reading the same to the w ithin named Jo 

seph M 'M ulIen . S. C. S P A N N ,
Sergeant-at-arm s of the H . R .

I o w a  C i t y , D ec. 9, 1846.
T he committee appointed by the H ouse of R epresentatives of the 

State of Iowa, for the purpose of investigating the case of bribery 
and corruption as set forth by N elson King, one of the honorable 
members of the Iow a H ouse of Representatives, m et in the Suprem e 
Court room immediately after the afternoon adjournment. P resen t 
M essrs Cochran, (C hairm an,) Goodrell, H ebard and L eech. Jam es 
G. E dw ards was appointed C lerk of the Committee. '

T he committee directed the clerk  to m ake out a subpcena, sum 
moning N elson K ing, Josiah Clifton, R euben Conlee, Johnson C. 
Chapman, W illiam Stotts "and W illiam Patterson, as w itnesses, to 
give evidence in  the case before them . T he Sergeant-at-arm s being 
absent, a special constable was appointed to serve the subpcena.

• D uring  the sitting of the committee, the Sergeant-at-arm s 
brought before them S. T . M arshall, the person accused of attem pt
ing  to bribe N elson King, in accordance w ith  a vote of the H ouse 
to have him arrested . T he said M arshall was accompanied by coun
sel.

In  consequence of the absence of w itnesses, the accused w as 
placed in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arm s, w hen the committee 
adjourned until to-m orrow  morning, at 9 o’clock, in the H ouse of 
R epresentatives.

D e c e m b e r  10, 1846.
T he Committee met, according to adjournment. P resen t M essrs 

Cochran, (chairm an ,) Goodrell, Leech and W hitm ore. N o w itnes
ses being p resen t; after directing the C lerk  to issue a subpcena for 
M 'M ullen , to appear before the committee as w itness, the commit
tee  adjourned, to m eet directly after the m orning adjournm ent of the 
H ouse of R epresentatives.

E A S T  1 1  , A .  M .

T he committee m et according to adjournment. A ll the members 
present. A s the H ouse had determ ined to make an addition to the 
num ber of the committee, and as the additional num ber w ere not 
yet appointed, it was deemed advisable to adjourn until 4 o’clock, 
P . M. T he committee adjourned accordingly.

4 o ’c l o c k , f . m .*• 7
A s the H ouse of R epresentatives had appointed M r M orton and 

M r Smyth of L inn, additional members of the committee, the com
m ittee held an informal m eeting in the H all of the H ouse of R epre
sentatives, at the time appointed. T here  being no w itnesses before 
them , the Committee adjourned, to m eet in  the H all of the H ouse of 
Representatives, at j  past 6, P . M .
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|  P A S T  6 ,  P .  M .

The committee met according to adjournment. Present M essrs 
Cochran, (chairman,) Goodrell, Hebard, Leech, Whitmore, Morton, 
and Smyth. The chairman proceeded to read the resolution of the 
House, on which the present prosecution is based. The following 
rules were adopted for the government of the committee.

[See doc. marked A .]
The Chairman then read the affidavit of Nelson King, which is 

as follows:
[See doc. marked B.]

M essrs Mills and Grant appeared as Counsel for Marshall.
A. H . Palmer was appointed as an additional C lerk. M essrs 

Edwards and Palmer were then sworn to keep a correct record of 
the proceedings of the committee.

H . W . Starr, E sq r., was appointed Counsel on the part of the 
State.

The first witness called was Nelson King. After being sworn 
by John Crummey, Esq. J .  P.

[The Counsel for the accused presented the following marked C.] 
The Chairman said, M r King, state what you know of the mat

ter of bribery, or attempt at bribery—
M r K i n g . — 'Gentlemen, I  suppose the main evidence is given in 

the statement made to the House. I  come into this town, I  think, 
on Saturday evening. I  stayed here over Sunday. On Monday, 
after the Legislature set, or about that time, if  I  recollect right, I  
saw M r Stotts there about the door, or in the Lobby, and being ac
quainted before with M r Marshall, and being some indebted to them 
both, or to M r Peck and M r Marshall, I  think they both; and this 
being the case, I  enquired of M r Stotts if M r Marshall was here. 
M r Stotts informed me that M r Marshall was here. I  think this 
was on Monday. I  come in then, after making this enquiry of 
M r Stotts, took my seat at the usual place that I  picked out, 
and, if  my memory serves me right, M r Marshall I  saw pretty soon 
after I  took my seat, and he motioned me to come to him. He then 
took me through the Hall door, and asked me if I  could not pay 
him some money that I  owed, for he was strapped—these were the 
words. I  told M r M arshall that I  thought it would be out of my 
power to pay him any at this present time, but that I  expected about 
Christmas to get a little money. I  told him though, I  would see him 
again when we adjourned, and that if he was in a tight pinch I  would 
pay him some. After adjournment,-if I  recollect right, I  met M r 
M arshall at the bottom of the outer steps, and this affair was men
tioned again, I  think, and M r Marshall told me if I  could not pay 
him handily now, I  might let it go to some other time. And that 
same evening or the next day, I  disremember which, he asked me 
who the whigs were agoing to support for United States Senator. 
I  told M r M arshall I  did not know who, that for my own part 
I  would sooner support two good whigs, and if we could, consistent- 
ently, get them elected. But that I  supposed we must make a com
promise and get one whig and one democrat. But no persons at all
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at that single moment, were named who would be. This was 
about the amount of the conversation we had, as well as I  can re
collect at that time. Then at some period of time, I  cannot state 
the day, he approached me again upon that subject, and gave a hint in 
this way, asking me if one hundred dollars in Missouri money 
would do me any good; I  don’t think I  gave him any definite an
swer, but I  imagined at the time, that, there was something in the 
wind, and this is the,reason I  did not give him any definite answer. 
W e had several conversations about this on several days, probably 
twice a day, about this matter relative to the election of Senators. 
The more we talked together, the more he spoke about the money. 
Finally, about that time, me and him was in that path between the 
House of Representatives and the brick tavern. W hen I  met him 
there, he offered me a hundred dollars, and gave me to understand 
that if  I  would vote for Dodge, I  should have it. A t another time, 
he took me down to the Tremont House, took me into the back 
room, he there sat down and wrote me a receipt for all I  owed him, 
(showing the receipt.) [See doc. D .] (M r K. declared that to 
be the receipt given him.) He told me we had plenty of money, 
and wrote out a pledge rather as I  took it. I t  read about in this 
form, “I do hereby agree to cast my vote for A . C. Dodge,” He 
told me if  I  would sign that he would give me a hundred dollars, 
which I  refused to do. He said he would see M r Stotts and get a 
receipt from him for what I  owed him, and I  was to see him again. 
I  then went to M r Goodrell, and if my memory serves me right, 
also to M r Wallace, and asked their advice what to do.

They advised me to take the money and expose the man. I  told 
them I was a little afraid to take the money, for the following 
reasons: That if I  took it in this way and returned it, the people 
might say I  took that method to get shut of it. M r Marshall then 
approached me at another time, on the walk, near the Tremont 
House, and gave me the receipt from M r Stotts for what I owed 
him. [H ere the receipt was produced. See Doc. E .]  A tjh is  tim e 

1 he argued the case very strongly for me to vote for Dodge, for Sen
ator, and urged very strong for an answer whether I would take the 
money or not; I  here agreed to take the money I think the first time 
to him. About this time, if  my memory serves me right, I  was in
vited up to this brick tavern by M r Marshall; I  went in, and M r 
Marhall directly went out; I started out after him, to go down into 
town somewhere, I didn’t know where; M r Stotts was in the house 
also, and he called me back, took me to one side, said he, King, 
there’s a little matter going on here; you think I  know nothing about 
it, but said he, I do, but told me not to say anything about it, not 
even to Marshall. He said M arshall had enjoined secrecy upon 
him; but said he, in about this language, If  you can do anything for 
us, do.it. He held out a great many arguments there to me for to 
vote for a loco foco Senator. In these communications with M r 
Marshall, he informed me that the Democratic party was about to 
drop M r Dodge, and in case they did, M r Hall was the next man; 
and that if  he gave me the money, I was to vote for the Democratic 
nominee. He used many strong arguments in all those consulta-
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tions. I  w ill give you a small list of the argum ents and promises 
he used; one was, that I  should have a good office. A t one certain 
time, he used about this language; said he, K ing you have it in  your 
pow er to sink Dodge to hell, or raise him to heaven. N ow  said he, 
raise him and you can travel. Said he, w e shall bring  you out 
blameless. H e said there  w ere instructions, I  forget w hether he said 
they had sent for them  or that they w ere  coming of their ow'n accord; 
at any rate instructions w ere  coming from my county, l'or me to vote 
for a loco foeo Senator,— democratic he called it. H e used the a r
gum ent about the same time, that I  represented  a democratic county, 
and I ought to go for the Senators for that reason, any how'. A bout 
these tim es, first of last WTeek , Tuesday, other gentlem en used the 
same argum ent. T here  w as a  great many things transp ired , and I 
supposed from the argum ents that they all used, that they all under
stood w hat was going on; w hether this was the fact I  don’t know . 
T here  was a great many large prom ises. One prom ise was that I  
should alw ays have money w hen I  w anted it; that it w ould raise me 
in  the estimation of the sterling democrats of the south, was another 
strong argum ent they held forth; that at any fu ture  period if  I  w ould 
call on the southern democrats, I  should have money.

L ast Tuesday evening w e had the last communication, I  believe. 
H e  gave me five dollars, Ohio bill; [h e re  the bill was presented, 
marked F .]  M r M arshall gave it to me. H e told me to call upon 
him, or that he w ould see me or something to that amount, and that 
he w ould pay me a hundred dollars and signified that I  could have 
w hat I w anted. Sometime back, I  had forgotten, he told me I  wont 
say positively that he said Dodge gave him the money; bu t he told me 
it was Dodge’s money put into his hands for that purpose. M any 
argum ents and many things transp ired  w hich I  th ink it unnecessa
ry' to relate. H e charged me very  particular w hen he gave me the 
money, to say nothing about it to no person. T he understanding 
then w as, to cut it short, that I  was to have the receipts, the mo
ney, and all if  I  w ould vote for the Democratic nominee. I  took it 
for granted that the most of those men, who approached me about 
the election, understood all about w hat was going on, that w-as 
my supposition, I  dont know that it wras the fact. T he instructions 
come on as was promised from my constituents. They came T ues
day evening. T here  was many things, many argum ents and many 
offers made to me to make me vote for Senators. I t  was the advice 
of M r Goodrell to me to keep out of the w ay of those men, w hich 
I endeavored to do as much as possible in a general way'.

Q uestion to M r K ing.— A re you a member of the H ouse of R e
presentatives of the State of Iowa? :

A nsw er.— Yes Sir, I  th ink I  am.
Q uestion.—-Were you a member at the time the matters to which 

you testify took place?
Yes, Sir.
Question.— Did you pay M r M arshall upon these receipts which 

you speak of?
A nsw er.— No, Sir, I  never did.
Q uestion.— H ow  did you come to get possession of them ?
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Answer.— They was given to me in the way I told you by M r 
Marshall.

Question.— You said he wrote out a pledge. Have you that 
pledge?

Answ er.— No, Sir, I  refused to sign it, and he tore it up.
Question.—-W here is the Tremont House you speak of?
Answ er.— A grocery down in this town Sir, I  don't know the 

name of the street.
Question.—'What brick tavern did you allude to ?
A nsw er.—If  I mistake not, the American Hotel, in this town.
Question.— W hat office did they offer you?
Answ er.—-None in particular. They offered a “ fat office.”
Question.—You said about three times other gentlemen used the 

same arguments, who where these other gentlemen?
Answer.— Men who used similar arguments were M r Haight 

and M r Patterson.
Question by M r Smyth.— Did M r Haight or M r Patterson offer 

you any reward?
A nsw er.—I dont think they did. But they used arguments that 

I  ought to go for Democratic Senators as I  was from a Democratic 
county.

Question.— You say he paid you five dollars, did you take it in 
consequence of the advice you got from others?

A nsw er.—I  took it partly from the advice I  received and partly 
for the purpose of exposing the bribery. I  was afraid to take the 
whole offered me. I  took the money.

Question by M r Smyth.— Did you agree to take the hundred 
dollars?

A nsw er.— Yes, Sir, I  did.
Question.— W hen you agreed to take the hundred dollars did you 

agree to vote for Gen. Dodge, or the democratic nominees?
Answ er.—I  don’t think in positive terms I did, but I  gave him to 

understand that I  would.
Question by M r Goodrell.— W hat was your object in giving M r 

Marshall to understand that you would vote for Gen. Dodge?
Answ er.—'That it was my wish to blow all such corruption out , 

of existence.
A t this stage of the investigation the Committee adjourned to meet 

in the Hall of the House of Representatives to-morrow afternoon 
at two o’clock.

F r i d a y , D e c e m b e r  I I ,  2  o ' c l o c k .

The committee of Investigation, appointed by the House of Rep
resentatives, met according to adjournment, members present, 
M essrs Cochran, (Chairman,) Goodrell, Leech, Morton, and W hit
more. The accused appeared with his counsel, before the commit
tee.

The Chairman read the following resolution as adopted by the 
House this morning.

[See document, marked J . ]
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M r King was then called to the stand, and was cross examined 
by the counsel for the accused.

Ques. by M r Mills.— W here do you reside, M r King?
Ans.—In Keokuk county in this State.
Ques.— W here did you form an acquaintance with M r Marshall, 

and when?
Ans.—I  first formed my acquaintance with M arshall in Lee coun

ty  about three or four years ago.
Ques.— Did you at that time reside in Lee county?
Ans.— I think I  did, sir.
Ques.— Was your acquaintance with M r Marshall at that time of 

an intimate character, and if so, what were they?
A nsw er.— Not much more so than common.
Question.—If  so, state what relations existed between yourself 

and him.
Answ er.—I got some advice from him.
Question.— How many times did you consult M r Marshall as a 

lawyer?
Answ er.—I think twice.
Question.— State what was the cause of your first consultation 

with M r Marshall?
A nsw er.—In consequence of my giving a man a drubbing.
Question.— Was you not at that time arrested on complaint of 

John Atlee for an assault with an intent to kill?
Answ er.— No, I  was not.
Question.— W hat was the occasion for which you sought M r 

M arshall’s advice, the second time as a lawyer?
Answ er.— Either the first or second time, I  consulted him in a 

case between M r Johnson and myself, I  think M r Marshall was 
consulted, I  am not positive.

Question.— Did not M r Marshall upon one or two times referred 
to by you, or upon some other time defend you upon the charge of 
stealing bacon?

A nsw er.— No, sir, no such charge ever was made.
Question.— Did you not consult Mr Marshall on a charge against 

you for stealing bacon? *
Answ er.— No, never.
Question.— When did you leave Lee county, and did you re

move from there directly to Keokuk county?
Answ er.—I left there and went directly to Keokuk county, im

mediately after.
Question.—Did or did not you go from Lee county in conse

quence of M r Marshall advising you that it was unsafe for you to 
remain there?

Answ er.— No, sir, I  never had any such advice from M r M ar
shall.

Question.—Did you leave that county for Keokuk county during 
the day or during the night?

A nsw er.—During the day, about 12 o’clock.
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Q uestion.— Did you remove your goods and chattels openly or 
clandestinely?

A n sw er.— I  rem oved them openly, sir.
Question. — W hen did you first see M r M arshall after yon re 

moved to K eokuk county and w here?
A n sw er.— Last M onday w eek, I  think.
Q uestion.— W here did you have your first interview  w ith M r 

M arshall in this city ?
A n sw er.—T here in  the Lobby, I  think, M r M . motioned me to 

come to him.
Q uestion.— Did you not go to the A m erican H ouse w ith M r'S totts, 

at w hich M r M arshall was then boarding, and at that place for the 
first time in this city m eet M r M arshall ?

A nsw er.— No, sir.
Question.— W ill you sw ear that it was the first time you saw  M r 

M arshall in this house ?
A nsw er.— To my best belief it was the first time.
Q uestion.— W ho was in company w ith  M r M arshall at the A m er

ican H ouse, w hen you first w ent there w ith  M r Stotts?
A nsw er.— I don’t recollect anything about it.
Q uestion.— State to the committee w hether you at any time w ent 

to the A m erican H ouse w ith M r Stotts, for the purpose of seeing 
M r M arshall; if  so, when?

A nsw er.— I don’t recollect, sir, distinctly, that I  ever w ent w ith 
M r Stotts to see M r M arshall; I  might, and I  might not.

Q uestion.— Did you not, in the presence of M r Stctts, and M r 
Haight, m eet M r M arshall at the A m erican H ouse, and upon sha
k ing hands w ith him, tell him it was the first time you had seen 
him since you left L ee county?

A n sw er.— I don’t think I  did.
Q uestion.—I f  you had at any time had any such conversation 

w ith M r M arshall, in  the presence of M r Stotts and M r H aight, as 
referred  to in the previous interrogatory, w ould you or would you 
not recollect it?

A n sw er.— I  think, s ir, I  would recollect it.
Question.'—-At the time you first saw M r M arshall at the A m er

ican H ouse, was anything said by M arshall to you on the subject of 
bribing you on the subject of U nited States Senators?

A nsw er.— I think not at the House the first time, not as to b ri
bing.

Q uestion.— W hen did you first see M arshall at the A m erican 
House?

A nsw er.— I don’t recollect. I t was in the fore part of the w eek, 
I  think.

Q uestion .—H ow  many times w ere  you at the A m erican H ouse 
to see M r M arshall, during the last w eek?

A n sw er.— I don’t  recollect. I  might have gone to see him once 
the last of last w eek or the first of this.

Q uestion.— Did you not several times last w eek, or on several 
different days during the last w eek, go to the A m erican H ouse,
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w here  M r M arshall then boarded, and enquire of the bar keeper, 
of M r Haight, or M r Stotts, for M r M arshall?

A nsw er.— I  think not. I  might have enquired for M r M arshall 
once, but I  think no more.

Question.— W ere you not at the A m erican H ouse during the last 
w eek, tw o or three times during each successive day of the w eek?

A nsw er.—'No, sir, I  w asn’t.
Q uestion.— W hen and w here did M r M arshall first offer to pay 

you any money, to induce you to vote for Dodge, or the democratic 
nominees?

A nsw er.— I th ink the first time he offered me money right 
square down, was in the back room of the Trem ont H ouse. H e 
talked about the money before, but he had never shown it to me be
fore.

Q uestion.— How  much money did he offer you at that time, and 
for what?

A nsw er.— H e offered me a hundred dollars to vote for Dodge, or 
the democratic nominees.

Q uestion.— Did he exhibit the money to you?
A n sw e r .—H e lay his pocket book on the end of the table, and 

proposed to pay it to me there, if  I  would sign a pledge for Dodge 
for U nited States Senator, or the democratic nominees.

Q uestion— W hat reply  did you make to him w hen he made you 
this offer?

A nsw er.— I disrem em ber the exact reply, bu t I  was to see him 
again. H e was to get the other receipt from M r Stotts.

Q uestion.— W hat did M arshall give you for signing the paper 
you did sign, to go for Dodge?

A nsw er.— I never signed any paper.
Q uestion.— A re  you positive of that?
A nsw er.— I am.
Q uestion.— W hat was done w ith the paper w hich M arshall p re

sented you to sign?
A nsw er.— I th ink he tore it up righ t there.
Q uestion.— W hat did you give M arshall, as payment for his de

livering up  to you the receip t w hich he gave to you at that time?
A nsw er.— D idn’t give him anything.
Question.— W hat promise did you make him, if  he would su rren 

der up to you said receipt?
A nsw er.—D on’t th ink I made him any fair promise, sir.
Q uestion.— Did you make him any prom ise, fair or unfair?
A nsw er.— I  think not. D on’t think I  did. I  don’t know but I 

m ight have insinuated that I  might accept his proposals.
Q uestion.—H ow  long before this conversation took place betw een 

you and M arshall, as last related, had you informed your W hig 
friends, M r Goodrell and M r W allace, of the attempts that w ere 
being made to bribe you?

A nsw er.— I  think that very  night, after I  and M arshall parted.
Q uestion.— T hen you had taken this receipt from M arshall before 

you notified any of your W hig friends of the attempts at bribery 
which w ere then going on?
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A nsw er.— One receip t I  tljink I did, bu t I  w on’t be certain, I  
th ink  I  took one.

Question.— Did you not ju s t sw ear that the receip t w as given 
you at the Trem ont House?

A nsw er.— I  think I  did.
Q uestion.— Did you at that interview  inform them, M essrs Good- 

re ll and W allace, that you had taken said receipt from M r M ar
shall?

A nsw er.— I  th ink sir, I  did, and showed it to them  both.
Q uestion.— Did those gentlemen then advise you to keep the re 

ceipt, and to take the money that was offered you by M arshall?
A nsw er.— I  misremember w hether there  was much said about 

the receipt, they looked at it, bu t advised me to take the money.
Q uestion.— Did you inform M essrs Goodrell and W allace for 

w hat purpose that receip t was given you?
A nsw er.— 1 think likely sir I  did. I  recollect distinctly of te ll

ing them all the circumstance.
Q uestion.— Did those gentlemen advise you to continue the ne

gotiations w ith  M r M arshall?
A nsw er.— No, sir, they advised me to keep out of M r M arshall’s 

w ay as much as possible, w hich I did.
Q uestion.— H ow  did they suppose, if  you kept out of his way, 

you could get the other hundred w hich he promised you?
A nsw er.— I  don’t  know w hat those gentlemen supposed.
Q uestion.— Did you, at the time they gave you this advice to take 

the money, intend to follow their advice?
A nsw er.— Don’t th ink  I did, all, I  thought to take some of it.
Q uestion.— Did M r Goodrell request you to inform M r M arshall 

that tw o hundred dollars w ould secure his vote for G eneral Dodge, 
or the democratic nominee?

A nsw er.— No, sir, he never did.
Q uestion.— Did you at the A m erican H otel, on some evening of 

last w eek, in the bar room of said Hotel, inform M r M arshall that 
if  he would give you tw o hundred dollars that night, you and Good
re ll w ould both vote for Dodge, or the democratic nominees?

A nsw er.— No, sir, I  don’t th ink I  ever had any such, conversa
tion.

Q uestion.— Could you have forgotten such conversation if  it had 
taken place?

A nsw er.— I  think n o t; don’t believe I  w ould have forgot it.
Q uestion.— Did any other gentlem en act as your advisers in this 

matter, except M r Goodrell and M r W allace?
A nsw er.— Yes, sir, they did.
Question.— W ho w ere they?
Answer.-—-M r Springer w as one, s i r ; I  th ink, probably, M r 

H ebard w as another; none of them  w ere my particular advisers. I  
told M r K eating and M r C ochran; I  don’t recollect any more.

Q uestion.— Did you not detail the facts, as they transpired, to 
other gentlemen in  this town besides those already named, and ask 
their-advice as to the course w hich you should pursue? I f  so, who 
w ere they?
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Answer.— I don’t recollect at this time, that I  did.
Question.—'Did all those gentlemen whom you have named advise 

you to take the money from Marshall?
Answer—-I don’t recollect whether they all did or not.
Question.'—'Did M r Springer advise you to?
Answ er.—I  don’t recollect. It is my impression that he did.
Question.—Did M r Hebard advise you to?
A nsw er.—I think M r Hebard said, take the money and expose 

the matter.
Question.—You stated that M arshall gave you five dollars, when 

and where?
Answer.'—-Last Tuesday evening, near Swan’s H otel; I  think that 

was the evening.
Question.— Who was present when M arshall gave you that five 

dollar bill?
A nsw er.—Me and M r Marshall was present, sir.
Question.—Was any one else present?
Answer.—'No, sir, I believe not.
Question.—A re you positive no one else was present?
Answer.— If there was I  didn’t  know it.
Question.— W hat time in the evening was it?
A nsw er.—About four or five o’clock.
Question.— W here were you eroinjr at that time, when you met 

Marshall?
Answer.—I think I was going to my boarding house.
Question.— W here do you board?
Answer.—I board at M r Swafford’s, back of M r Swan’s Hotel.
Question.—Did you meet Marshall in opposite directions, or 

were you both going the same way?
A nsw er.—I was going one course, and he was going another.
Question.—Was any one with M r Marshall, when you met him?
A nsw er.—Think not.
Question.—How long a conversation did you have with M r 

Marshall, at that time?
A nsw er.—About ten or fifteen minutes.
Question.— Which way did you walk when you had that conver

sation?
Ans wer.— W e turned up a little towards M r Swafford’s.
Question.—Did you not at that time find Marshall in the Barber 

shop near Swan’s and ask him to walk down town with you?
Answ er.—I think not, sir, on Tuesday evening.
Question.—Did you not at that time ask Marshall to give up to 

you Stotts’ receipt.
A nswer.— No, sir, I didn’t, I already had the receipt.
Question.— Did you not at that time beg a loan of Marshall of 

five dollars for a few days?
A nsw er.—No sir, I  did not.
Question.—Did you not at that time ask Marshall to give you 

five dollars stating that you needed it for your family expenses?
Answ er.—No sir, I did not.
Question.—Did you not at that time promise Marshall that if he
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w ould give you five dollars, you would redeem the pledge you had 
given him in w riting  prom ising to vote for Dodge or the democratic 
nominees?

A nsw er.— I  never gave such pledge in  w riting.
Q uestion.— H ad you any other money at the time M arshall gave 

you this five dollars?
A nsw er.— I  had probably tw o or three quarters in my pocket 

and more at my boarding house.
Q uestion.— How much money had you at your boarding house, 

and w hat size, w hat denomination?
A nsw er—I  don’t know  sir the exact amount. I t  was all silver 

money, in halves, quarters, dollars and probably some bits.
Q uestion.— A bout how much money had you at your boarding 

house, as near as you can recollect?
A n sw er.— I  th ink some ten or fifteen dollars.
Question.— W hy  then  did you ask M arshall for this five dollars, 

i f  you had that amount at home?
A nsw er.— I  did not ask him for it, he ju s t handed it to me.
Q uestion.— W hat did you say w hen he handed it to you?
A nsw er.— H e told me to be certain and never let this m atter leak 

out.
T he Committee adjourned at this stage of the proceedings until 

half past 6 o’clock, P . M .
F riday evening, half past 6,

T he Committee met according to adjournment, p resent, M essrs 
Cochran (C hairm an,) Goodrell, Leech, M orton, and W hitm ore. 
T he accused, w ith his counsel, M essrs G rant and .M ills, together 
w ith  H . W . S tarr, E sq . on behalf of the Committee wTere also p re 
sent.

T he cross-exam ination of M r K ing was resum ed by the coun'sel- 
for the accused.

Question.— M r King, at the time you m et M r M arshall on 
T uesday evening, did he solicit the interview  w ith you or did you 
solicit it w ith  him.

A nsw er.—H e  took me to one side, sir, and named it as usual.
Q uestion— Did you w hen he gave you the 5 dollars promise him 

directly  or indirectly, to vote for Dodge, or the democratic nomi
nees ?

A nsw er.— I gave him to understand that I  wrould, sir.
Question.'—-In w hat language did you give him to understand so?
Answer.-—'By ra ther, sir, assenting to his argum ents, and taking 

the money.
Question.— By assenting to w hat argum ents?
A nsw er.— H e used, if  I recollect right, that the instructions of 

my county, and the promise of big spoils hereafter. I  could name 
them, ( I  named them  last n ight,) if  necessary.

Question.— Did M arshall tell you at that time, that the instruc
tions you had received from your constituents, ought to induce you 
to vote for the democratic nominees?

A nsw er.— I  don’t th ink  I received those instructions yet. H e 
said I would receive them though.
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Question.—Did M arshall tell you, at that time, that you ought to 
obey instructions which you had not yet received and of the pur
port of which instructions you must he entirely ignorant?

A nswer.— He told me I would receive such instructions and that 
I ought to obey them, or.similar language.

Question.— IIow did you know what those instructions were to 
be?

A nswer.—I had his word for it, what they would be.
Question.— Had you ever heard anything about any contemplated 

instructions, before Marshall mentioned them to you?
Answ er.— Not to vote for United States Senators. M r Haight 

also told me that instructions were coming.
Question.— W hat instructions had you heard about, before?
Answer.-—I don’t know any thing particular, only it was expect

ed there would be some in relation to our county seat, and that not 
since I  came here, but before I  left home.

Question.— W hen and where at that interview, did you agree to 
meet M arshall again?

Answer.-—-Don’t think I  agreed to meet him at any particular 
place or time.

Question.— W here and when did you next meet Marshall?
A nsw er.—Indeed I  don’t recollect.
Question.— Did you meet him again that evening?
A nsw er.—I think not, sir.
Question.— If you had met him again that evening, do you think 

you would recollect it?
Answer.— I think quite likely I  should, sir.
Question.— W here were you on Tuesday evening?
Answ er.—I was in Iowa City, sir.
Question.—W ere you, during the evening of Tuesday last, at the 

American House, at which Marshall then boarded?
Answ er.— Don’t think I  was, sir, to the best of my recollection.
Question.-—If  you had been at the American House that eve

ning, would you recollect it?
Answer.— I think I  should.
Question.—Did you at the time Marshall gave you the live dol

lars, intend to use it as your own?
Answ er.— No, sir, I  did not; if I  had I  would have done so.
Question.—Did you ever use any part of that five dollars as your 

own?
Answ er.— No, sir, I  think not, none of it was cut off; it is here 

together yet.
Question.— Did you not, in one of the groceries of this town, lose 

part of that five dollars, at a game of chance, commonly called sev
en up?

Answ er.— No. I f  I  had, I  suppose part of it would have been 
gone, sir.

Question.— Did you not put up the bill as a stake, out of which 
the winner was to take, in case you was heat?

Answ er.— No. Don’t think, sir, that bill ever was staked in mv 
hand.

57
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Question.— Did you not at the time you played the game before 
spoken of have any other hill in your possession, if so, what size 
and what bank?

Answ er.—I think likely I  had two old broken hank bills, hut I  
did not consider them money. Think they are at my boarding 
house.

Question.— W hat size were those hvo broken bank bills, and 
upon what banks?

Answ er.— One was a two dollar bill, and the other was a twenty 
dollar bill. I  think the two dollar bill was on the Kirtland bank. 
The twenty I think was on a Georgia bank, which I  did not con
sider money.

Question.— How did you know the banks were broken?
A nsw er.—I was told so. The Detector said the bank had failed.
Question.-—W hich bill did the Detector say was bad?
Answ er.— Since I recollect, I  believe it was an old newspaper 

said the bank had failed. I  believe it was the Kirtland bill, if  I  
mistake not.

Question.—-Mr King, who did you get the other bill from?
Answ er.—I don’t think it is any of your business. I  will an

swer any reasonable question. I can tell who I  got the twenty dol
lar bill from, if necessary.

Question.—Did you, on Tuesday last, at a game of poker, bet 
off any of this five dollar bill.

Answ er.—-If I  had, I  suppose it would have been gone.
Question.— Did you not, on Tuesday evening last, at the A m eri

can Hotel, put up the bill as a stake at a game of chance, out of 
which the winner was to be paid, in case you lost?

Answ er.—-I don’t think I  ever staked that bill at any place.
Question.—-If you had at that time and place, or any olher time 

and place, do you not think you would recollect it?
Answ er.—-I think I should if I had done it.
Question.— Did you on Tuesday evening, last, exhibit that bill 

to M r Haight and M r M ‘Flynn, or either of them, and inform them 
or either of them, that your wife had given it to you, or that you 
got it from your wife?

Answ er.— No sir, I  don’t think I  ever showed that bill to any 
one except M r Goodrell and M r Springer. I think sometime back, 
I  think Monday night; I think I was in the American Hotel, I  dont 
think I  should have thought of it again if the gentleman had not re
minded me, I  think likely on that night there was something said 
relative to the money; what was said I do not recollect distinctly, I  
think probably M r Haight was there, what other gentlemen I don’t 
know, but as to that bill, I think I can say it was not staked to my 
recollection, because I  did not have the bill at that time, and I  dont 
think any bill was staked. I  think probably, I  might have said 
something about having some money of my wife’s but I carinot re
collect what did pass, as we were all in considerable high glee. I 
I don’t recollect distinctly what passed that night.

Question.—Did you exhibit to M r Haight, or M r M ‘Flinn, or 
either of them on Tuesday evening last any bill which you told
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them  you obtained from your, wife, if  so upon w hat bank and w hat 
was the size o f the bill?

A nsw er.— I  th ink not 011 T uesday evening, to the best of my re 
collection.

Q uestion.—D id you at any time after receiving the five dollar 
bill from M arshall, exhibit to either of those gentlemen before nam 
ed a five dollar bill on the State bank of Ohio and inform either of 
those gentlemen that you had received said bill from your wife?

A nsw er.— I  don’t  th ink  I  did. D ont recollect if  I  did. I  th ink  
that one night there  w ere  some comical rem arks made about some 
bill, bu t not about that bill. I  dont th ink  either of those gentlemen 
saw  that bill after it came in my possession until reproduced here .

Q uestion .— D id you ever at any tim e after you received the five 
dollar bill, ask any gentleman to change said bill for you?

A n sw er.— T hink  I  never did.
Q uestion.— D id you state to the committee that you had no in ti

mation that any instructions would be sent to you from your con
stituents to vote for the Democratic nominees for the U . S. Senate, 
previous to the intimation w hich M arshall gave you that such would 
be the fact?

A n sw er.— M r M arshall was the first man I believe that inform
ed me that that instruction would be sent. H e told me that he 
w ould have those instructions here  for to screen me from all blame 
in voting for democratic Senators. „

Q uestion.— Did not Col. C rocker inform you previo'us to your 
leaving home for Iow a eitjr that such instructions w ould be sent to 
you?

A n sw er.— No, sir, I  th ink not; me and M r C rocker had some 
conversation about instructions before the election—the F riday 
night before I  think, bu t I  th ink those instructions w ere  about the 
county seat. I  am w illing to leave it to the Colonel, he is here, I  
recollect distinctly about it.

Q uestion .—D id you not state to Col. C rocker, before leaving 
home for Iow a city that if  you w ere  instructed by a majority of fifty 
of the electors of your county, you would vote for democratic U nit
ed States Senators?

A n sw e r .—Dont th ink  I  ever did, sir. Dont th ink  I  ever told 
M r C rocker that I  w ould go for Democratic Senators w ith  any ma
jo rity . W e w ere  conversing about instructions, I  th ink it was 
about the county seat and I  told him  that fifty w ould be a decent ma
jo rity  for instructions, I  dont th ink  it was about. Senators. Before 
the election, how long I  dont know , not very  long though, M r 
C rocker staid all night at my house, and requested  me in case I  was 
successful in the election to go for Democratic Senators. I  told 
M r Crocker that I  could not do it —that my main object in getting 
elected was to vote for W hig Senators for the U nited States. H e 
then  told me that he w ould have to go against me in  the election, 
and wo agreed to be personal good friends and political enemies. 
T h a t is about all that I  recollect having said to M r C rocker about 
U nited States Senators until he came to this tow n w ith the instruc
tions.
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Q uestion .—H ave you since Col. Crocker came to this tow n, 
during the present w eek acknowledged in  the presence of Jesse  
W illiams, that you did before your election pledge yourself to him, 
Col. C rocker, to vote for Democrats to the U nited States Senate, in 
case you wrere instructed by a majority of fifty of your constituents?

A n sw er.—A fter I  was informed that M r C rocker brought those 
instructions to this tow n, w e was up at M r Sw an’s in the B ar Room 
and there was some conversation took place similar to the language 
in  the above question. M y reasons for so doing was this, I  
w anted to get hold of them instructions and I thought in all proba
bility that I  might not get hold of them under existing circum stan
ces that was then— and I w anted those instructions to show w ith 
the other documents and the money. N ow  I  w ill state about the 
language as nigh as I  can recollect that took place that night. C rock
er said “ N els” said he, “you have pledged yourself upon the stump 
to obey instructions. I t was the doctrine that you advocated.— 
N ow ,” said he, “ h e re ’s the instructions and w e w ant you to obey 
them ,” or something in that language. I t was my im pression that 
there was a connexion betw een the bribe money and the in s truc
tions, I  th ink probably I told M r Crocker that night that I  w ould 
obey those instructions. N ex t morning after I  got hold of the in
structions, I  become satisfied in my own mind that M r Crocker 
didn’t know  of the bribe money. That was my im pression after 
exam ining the documents. . I  did not intend to obey those instruc
tions, I  m erely held out the idea to him to get hold of them.

A t this stage of the proceedings the committee adjourned until 
to-m orrow  morning at 9 o’clock.

S a t u r d a y  M o r n i n g , 9  o ’ c l o c k .

T he Committee met in the H all of the H ouse of Representatives^ 
according to adjournm ent. P resen t, M essrs Cochran, (C hairm an,) 
Goodrell, Leech, M orton and W hitm ore, together with their coun
sel, H . W . S tarr, E sq ., the accused and his counsel, M essrs M ills 
and G rant.

T he cross-exam ination of M r K ing proceeded.
A t the suggestion of the Chair, the w itness w as requested to 

state, in continuation of his answ er to the question already put by 
defendant’s counsel, w hether it was his im pression that there was 
any connection betw een the bribe money and the instructions; you 
stated that you suspected that there was some connection betw een 
these instructions and the bribe money. N ow  please state the facts, 
i f  any, on w hich  you base that suspicion. [O verru led  by the com
mittee as irrelevant, one member dissenting, w ithout allowing the. 
counsel to show the relevancy of the question. T he question being 
decided by the committee before the counsel offered to show the 
relevancy of the sam e.]

On account of the indisposition of M r G rant, one of the counsel 
for the accused, and at the urgent request of M r M ills, who stated 
that it  w ould be impossible to go on w ith the case, the committee 
agreed to adjourn until M onday morning next, at 9  o’clock.
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M o n d a y  M o r n i n g , D e c . 14, 1846, 9 o’clock.
T he Committee m et according to adjournment. P resen t, same as 

at the last meeting, w ith  the addition of M r Smyth. In  consequence 
of the occupancy of the H all by the members of the H ouse, the com
mittee agreed to adjourn until one hour after the adjournment of the 
H ouse.

M o n d a y  E v e n i n g , D e c . 14, 1846, ^ p a s t  6.
T he Committee met at half past 6 o’clock, P . M . P resen t, all 

the mem bers, together w ith the counsel for the State, the accused 
and his counsel.

T he cross-exam ination of M r K ing was resum ed.
Q uestion .—M r King, do you admit upon reflection, as you stated 

upon your last examination, that you deliberately told Col. C rocker 
that w hich was not true, and deliberately made him a promise in 
the presence of Je sse  W illiams, w hich you did not intend to fulfil, 
in  order to obtain from him instructions w hich he had brought from 
your own county expressly  for you, and w hich w ere of no use or 
value, so far as you w ere  concerned, unless delivered to you?

Objected to by the committee and ru led  out. '
Question. — Did you state, in your direct examination, that M ar

shall motioned you to speak to him and requested you to pay him?
A n sw er.— Exam ine the record and you w ill see. T hat is my 

answ er, and that is all you w ill get. I  mean the record of my ex 
amination in chief. I  don’t th ink  I  said any thing about motioning 
to speak to him. I  said after I  come in and took my seat, I  saw 
M r M arshall about the door there , probably in  the Lobby, and he 
motioned to me and I  w ent to him  and he requested  me to pay him 
some, because, he said, he was strapped.

Q uestion .—Is it not the fact that you sought M arshall and request
ed him not to expose you, and asked him to give you the demands 
w hich he had against you, prom ising him paym ent at some fu ture  
time?

A n sw er.— No sir, it is not the fact. I  prom ised to pay him, at 
some fu ture  day. I  never said any thing to him about not exposing 
m e. I  told M r M arshall that I  thought I  could pay him about C hrist
mas. I  told him  this the first tim e I  saw him in this tow n. I  did 
not ask him at that time to give up the demands he had against me.

Q uestion.— Did you not te ll M arshall that you w ere  afraid he 
w ould sue you?

A n sw er.—I  did not tell him so.
Q uestion .—Did not M arshall te ll you that if you w ere  afraid he 

was going to sue you, that he would give you up his demand against 
you?

A n sw er.—I  th ink  nothing was ever said about sueing, directly or 
indirectly .

Q uestion.— D id you not tell M arshall that you w ere going to 
leave the W higs and jo in  the democrats?

A n sw er.— No, sir, I  never did.
Q uestion .—H ave you not frequently to M arshall, Col. Patterson,
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and others, abused the w higs and “  possum s”  as they are called and 
said you had no confidence in any of them?

T he above question was overruled by the Committee as irre le 
vant, M essrs Leech, Smith, and W hitm ore, dissenting.

Q uestion.— D id you not in the conversation w ith  Col. Patterson 
to w hich you have alluded in  your direct examination, abuse the 
w higs and “ possum s” as they are called, and say you had no confi
dence in  either of them?

O verruled  by the majority, Smith, W hitmore, and Leech, dissent
ing, as irrelevant.

Q uestion.—In  the conversation w ith Col. Patterson above alluded 
to in the last question, did you not use these words to Col. P a tte r
son, God damn the w higs, they are now in caucus, they had me 
there  w ith them  the first night and promised to support my man and 
failed to do so. God damn the possums too, they are w orse than the 
w higs, all except Gen. Browne.

T he question is overruled. M essrs Leech, Smith and W hitm ore 
dissenting. Ruled out for irrelevancy.

Q uestion.— W here and w hen was it that you had the conversation 
w ith Colonel Patterson, to w hich you have alluded in your direct 
examination?

A n sw e r .— I  think it was w eek before last in the latter part of the 
w eek, I  believe it w as betw een here  and the A m erican Hotel.

Q uestion .—Did you not, on Tuesday evening last, in the A m eri
can Hotel, in the front room of said Hotel, opposite the bar-room, 
have a conversation w ith Colonel Patterson, in w hich you used the 
w ords specified in the last interrogatory but one?

T he committee overru le this question as being irrelevant, M essrs 
Leech, Smith and W hitm ore dissenting.

A t this period of the examination, the committee adjourned to 
m eet again to-m orrow, directly after the adjournm ent of the H ouse 
o f R epresentatives.

T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  o ’c l o c k .

T he committee m et pursuant to adjournment. P resen t M essrs 
Cochran, Leech, Smyth, Bowie, (appointed by the Speaker in the 
place of M r H ebard, excused,) W hitmore and Goodrell. T he 
C lerk, M r. E dw ards, not being present, the committee decided that 
the Chairman take down the proceedings, and that the C lerk be 
perm itted to copy the same upon his appearance. A fter three ques
tions had been asked, viz: those m arked A , and B, and C, the C lerk, 
M r E dw ards, appeared and resum ed his duties. A lso M r M orton, 
the other member of the committee, appeared at the same time and 
took his seat. '

[A ]  Question propounded by M r Leech, one of the committee. 
D id you not on Tuesday evening last, in the A m erican Hotel, in 
the front room of said H otel, opposite the bar-room, have a conver
sation w ith  Colonel Patterson, in w hich you used the w ords speci
fied in the last interrogatory bu t two?

O verruled. Leech, Smyth and W hitm ore dissenting.
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[B ] Question.—Did you, on Friday night of the week before 
the last, in the bar-room of the American Hotel, in' a conversation 
with M r Marshall, tell him that if he would give you two hundred 
dollars that evening, that you would vote for Dodge, or the demo
cratic nominees, and also get the vote of Goodrell, the member from 
Washington county, for the same purpose?

A nsw er.—No, sir.
[C ] Question.—Did not Marshall tell you, at the time and place 

referred to in the last interrogatory, that he could not give you two 
hundred dollars, or any amount of money, for the purpose of promis
ing your vote alone, or your vote and Goodrell’s, because by doing 
so, it would subject both you and him to the charge of, and punish
ment for bribery?

A nsw er.—I can’t  answer that question, I  can’t comprehend the 
meaning of any such question of such long interrogatories.

Question.—Did not Marshall tell you, on Friday evening of the 
week before the last, in the bar-room of the American Hotel, in this 
city, that he could not give you 200 dollars, or any amount of money 
whatever, for the purpose of procuring your vote?

A nsw er.—I don’t recollect distinctly of being there Friday night.
Question.—Was you at the American Hotel, in this city, in the 

bar-room of said Hotel, in company with Marshall, on Friday night, 
on the week before the last?

Answqr.—I just answered that question in substance, and I  give 
the same answer.

Question.—Do you recollect indistinctly of being at the place re
ferred to in the previous interrogatory, on the Friday night of the 
week before the last, in company with M r Marshall?

A nsw er.—I  don’t recollect where I  was on Friday night, at this 
time.

Question.—Did Marshall ever tell you, at any time since you 
came to this city, as a member of the Legislature, that he could not 
give you 200 dollars, or any amount of money whatever, for the 
purpose of procuring your vote?

A nsw er.—M r Marshall told me he would give me one hundred 
dollars, and more if I wanted it.

Question.—In answer to the interrogatory, Did you on Friday 
night, of the week before the last, in the bar-room of the American 
Hotel, in a conversation with M r Marshall, tell him, if he would 
give you 200 dollars that evening, that you would vote for Dodge, 
or the democratic nominees ; and also get the vote of Goodrell, the 
member from Washington county, for the same purpose? You stat
ed that if you said yes a part of it would be a lie, if you said no a 
part of it would be a l ie ; now tell the committee what part of it 
would be a lie if you said yes, and what part of it would be a lie if 
you said no? .

The question is overruled by the committee^ as improper. Coun
sel asked the reasons of their decision. Committee declined to give 
their reasons.

Question.— (In  reply to the interrogatory, Did not M r Marshall 
tell you, at the time and place referred to in the last interrogatory,
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that lie could not give you 200 dollars or any amount of money for 
the purpose of procuring your vote alone or your vote and M r 
Goodrell’s, because by doing so, it would subject both you and him 
to the charge of and punishm ent for b ribery ,) you stated to the 
committee that if  you said yes, a part of it w ould be a lie —and if  
you said no, a part of it would be a lie; now state to the committee 
w hat part of it w ould be a lie, if  you said y e s—and w hat part of it 
would be a lie i f  you said no?

T he above question being objected to by the counsel for the State, 
it  was overruled  by the committee.

Q uestion.—A t w hat time was it that you had the conversation 
w ith  M arshall in the path betw een the State H ouse and the brick  
tavern?

A n sw er.—I don’t recollect w hat day of the w eek. T he first 
w eek I came here, I  think. I  th ink  probably it was in  the fore 
part of the w eek, about Tuesday or W ednesday evening.

Q uestion.— Did he at that time, converse w ith you upon the sub
je c t of the election of Senators?

A n sw er.—I  th ink  he did, sir.
Q uestion.—H ow  long after that conversation was it that he took 

you to the Trem ont House?
A n sw er.— W ell, sir, I  have forgotten. I  think it was T hursday 

night, F riday  or Saturday night, as near as I  recollect. I  haveRjeen 
so harassed that I  have almost forgotten.

Question.— W hen did you first mention to W allace and Goodrell, 
that M arshall had been attempting to bribe you?

A n sw er.— I th ink it was one of the nights mentioned above, 
when he gave me the first receipt; I  have forgotten the night.

Question.— Did he give you the Stotts receip t before you com
municated to Goodrell and W allace that M arshall was attem pting to. 
bribe you?

A nsw er.— No, sir; after I  communicated w ith  them.
Question.— H ow  long after?
A nsw er.— I  have forgotten, sir, not long. Some day or two.
Question.— Did he give you the Stotts receip t before or after the 

time you had the conversation w ith Stotts at the A m erican H otel, 
about w hich you testified upon your direct examination?

A nsw er.— Before, I  think, I  am not certain.
Q uestion.— W hat did you tell M arshall, w hen he gave you the 

Stotts receipt?
A n sw er.— I  don’t know  at this time anything particular. W e 

had a conversation, I don’t recollect w hat it was.
Question.— Did you, at that time, promise to vote for Dodge?
A n sw er.— I don’t th ink I ever promised, plumb fair. I  m ight ■ 

probably give him to understand that I  w ould. I  don’t recollect 
particular w hat was said.

Question.— Had M arshall, before that time, promised to give you 
Stotts’ receip t for the debt you owed Stotts?

A n sw er.--I think he said he would, sir, before. I  th ink I was to 
give him the answ er when I got that receipt, w hether I  would take 
the one hundred dollars.
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Q uestion.— H ad M arshall agreed to give you Stotts’ receip t for 
th e  money you owed Stotts, in part consideration of your voting for 
Dodge?

A nsw er.— T h a t w as rather our understanding, sir.
Q uestion.—Did you tell M arshall w hen he gave you this receipt 

that you w ould or w ould not vote for Dodge?
A nsw er.— I don’t  recollect, sir, w hat passed betw een me and 

M arshall at the time. I  might have given him to understand that I  
w ould vote for Gen. Dodge, I  don’t recollect certain.

Question.— This paper w hich you speak of as the Stotts receipt 
seems to be m erely an order of S totts’ in  favor of M arshall upon 
you, state to the committee w hether, w hen M arshall gave up  to you 
the order, you did not ask him w hy he did not bring  you the receip t 
o f Stotts for the debt you owed him instead of an order?

A nsw er.— I  dont know  sir, w hether I  did or not, I  might and I  
might not, I  dont recollect at this time.

Q uestion Do you sw ear that M arshall told you that the money
w hich he offered to give you w as D odge’s money?

A n sw er.—Yes sir, he did; he told me it was D odge’s money put 
into his hands for that purpose, I  th ink. Dont recollect w hether he 
said Dodge gave it to him  him self or not.

Q uestion.—D id he offer to give you Dodge’s money to vote for 
J .  C. H all or any other democratic nominee in  case Dodge could 
not he elected, or nominated?

A n sw er.— H e offered it to me if  I  w ould vote for the democratic 
nominees; that was the understanding; bu t Dodge appeared to be the 
main man from his conversation.

Q uestion.— Did M arshall te ll you that he w ould give you D odge’s . 
money to vote for J .  C. H all if  said H all Was nominated?

A n sw er.— M r H all and M r Dodge and M r W ilson w ere  all 
named, hu t M r Dodge appeared to be the main man; I th ink  he 
named M r W ilson over, I  am pretty  certain he did.

Q uestion.—In  your affidavit, as sw orn to before Judge W ilson, you 
have sw orn in  substance, that since you have taken your seat in the 
H ouse, you have been approached by several distinct persons and 
that several distinct propositions of money or other rew ard  have 
been offered you if  you w ould vote for G eneral Dodge for U nited 
States Senator, or J .  C. H all, or e ither of them, as might be deter
mined, w hich determination was to be made known to you, previous 
to casting your vote; now state to the committee who those persons 
w ere, and w hat propositions they made to you.

O verruled  as im proper, on the ground of having been answ ered 
before, M essrs Leech, Smyth and W hitm ore dissenting.

A t this period of the examination, the committee adjourned until 
to-m orrow , to meet, one hour after the adjournm ent of the H ouse of 
R epresentatives. ..

W e d n e s d a y , J a n u a r y  6 t h ,  1 8 4 7 ,  j  p a s t  2  o ’c l o c k ,  P . M .
T he Committee of Investigation met in the Hall o f the H ouse of 

5 8
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Representatives according to adjournment. Present, M essrs Coch
ran, (Chairman,) Goodrell, Leech, Smyth and Morton.

M r King appeared on the stand.
Question by the Chairman.— Is M r Marshall a wealthy man or 

not?
A nsw er.— As far as my knowledge extends, I  don’t think he is.
Question by same.— You say M r Hebard advised you to take the 

money, was it after you told him it had been offered you or not?
A nsw er.—It was afterwards.
Question.—You say several persons advised you to take the mo

ney, who were those several persons, and what reasons did they 
give for advising you to take it?

A nsw er.—M r Goodrell, M r Wallace, M r Hebard for another, I 
think; and I told M r Springer, but I  wont be certain that he advi
sed me to take the money, I  think he did. The reason was this, 
that I  might have evidence to expose Ihe corruption.

Question.—Forpvhat purpose did you give Marshall to understand 
that you would vote for Dodge?

A nsw er.—Ju st to expose such corruption, sir.
Question.—What other conversation had you with Marshall, at 

the time he gave you the five dollars, besides what you have already 
related in your examination?

A nsw er.— Why, the most of our conversation was relative to 
keeping it very secret. He said I  must never let it out, even if 
we became enemies at any future time. H e said he never would. 
He said that if it should ever leak out, and any one of us should be 
called to testify, that we must both swear there was nothing of it. H e 
also said in case he was called upon in Court to testify against me, 
that he would swear with both hands up that there was nothing of 
it.

Question.—State whether you agreed to do the same?
A nsw er.—No, sir, I  never agreed to do any such thing. H e 

made those suggestions to me and I stood silent.
Question by M r Leech.—W ere you at the time you took the mo

ney acting under the advice of Goodrell, Wallace, Hebard and 
Springer, especially Goodrell and Wallace?

A nsw er.—Yes, sir, I was. I acted under their advice in all 
things except in one particular. That one thing was they advised 
me to take all the money I  could get, and in this I  did not follow 
their advice.

Question.—Did you give M r Marshall to understand that yon 
would keep it secret, in any way?

A nsw er.—Well, sir, I  don’t  think I  did at that time. H e ap- 
■ peared to be in a considerable hurry. He made those suggestions 
to me, and he might understand by my silence that I  gave consent.

Question.—You say you did not at that time give him to under- . 
stand that you would keep it thus secret, did you at any other time?

Answ er.—Why, it was understood between us, of course. It 
was the understanding beforehand that it should be kept secret.

Question.—W hat do you mean by beforehand?
Answ er.—Our previous conversation, of course.
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Question.—Did you then agree to keep it a secret, at the pre
vious conversation to which you refer?

Answer.—It was our understanding, of course.
Question by the Chairman.— W hat did you mean on your part in 

assisting to establishing the understanding you speak of?
Answer.— Why, sir, it was to expose the corruption.
Question by M r Smyth.— Was there any more money offered 

you at any time than the five dollars?
Answer.— Yes, sir, one hundred dollars at one pop, and the 

promise of more whenever I  wanted it.
Question.— W hat sort of money?
Answ er.— Missouri money, sir. He said it was, I  hadn’t it in 

my hand, I  saw it lying open in his pocket book.
Question.—Did he make a tender of the hundred dollars he show

ed you?
A nsw er.—My answer to you is this. In the Tremont House, 

he opened his pocket book, and he laid it on the table, I  saw paper 
money in it, and he said if I ’d sign a pledge to vote for Dodge, that 
he’d give me one hundred dollars right then, and more when I 
wanted it.

Question, by M r M orton.—Has M r Stotts, since the commence
ment of the session, spoken to you about the debt you owed him. If 
so, state what he said about it?

A nsw er.—Yes, sir, I  think we had a conversation about it the 
first or second day of the session. He said he would like to have 
it, and I told him I would make arrangements to pay him?

Question.—Did M arshall ever offer you anything but money to 
vote for Dodge, or any other person?

■ A nsw er.—Yes, sir, he offered to insure me a good office, far su
perior to that of representative. H e offered to give me a bond if I 
required it.

Question.—Did Marshall ever ask you if you thought any other 
member, beside yourself, could be induced to vote for Dodge for any 
amount of money, or in words to that amount?

A nsw er.—Yes, sir, he did. I  told him I  thought not, that I  was 
very little acquainted with the members here; and he asked me then, 
if  I thought M r Goodrell could be induced to do so. I told him I 
did not know, I  was but little acquainted with M r Goodrell. I  then 
told M r Goodrell of our conversation, and w7hat his answer was I 
don’t exactly remember, but I  saw that it did not take very well 
w ith M r Goodrell. I  think he said, if M arshall was to do so he 
would get himself into a scrape, as he would slap his face for him.

Question.—Did Silas Haight tell you that he would go home 
plumb naked if he could get one more whig vote for Dodge?

Answ er.—Yes, sir, he did. He said about this: by God if I  could 
get one more whig vote for Dodge, I ’d be willing to go home start 
naked, for then said he, we could elect over them damned possums 
any how.

Question.— Did you give Haight to understand that you had 
agreed to vote for Dodge?

A nsw er.— No, sir, I dont think I did. I t was my impression at
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that time he had some w hig already hired , but I could not think 
who it could be.

Q uestion .—Please state w hat conversation yon had w ith M r 
H aight immediately before he told you he w ould go home start na
ked, &c., and w here and w hen it  was?

A nsw er.'— H e was conversing about the election, sir, he was try 
ing to get me to vote for Dodge. I t  was betw een the Capitol and 
Sw an’s H otel. I t  was on Tuesday or W ednesday of the second 
w eek of this session, or near that time.

Committee adjourned until half past 6.
• I  certify the above is correct, N E L S O N  K IN G .

past 6  o’clock, P . M .
T he Committee m et according to adjournm ent. P resen t all the 

members.
W illiam H . W allace, being, subpoenaed, was duly sworn.
Q uestion.— State w hat you know in relation to any attempts be

ing made to bribe any officer or member of the H ouse of R epresen
tatives of the State of Iowa.

A nsw er.— I  dont know’, as the question is asked, of any person 
being bribed only as I have learned it from M r King, a member of 
this H ouse.

Q uestion.— W hat information on that subject did you get from 
said K ing; and w hen, and w’here?

Objection being made to the above question, it was overruled. 
T he objection was made by M r M ills, counsel for M arshall.

M r Goodrell, having been subpoenaed, w’as duly sw orn.
Q uestion.— State all you know  in relation to any bribe or bribes, 

offered to, or accepted by' any member or officer of this H ouse.
A n sw er.—I do not know of any directly  or indirectly, only so far 

as related to me by M r King, a member of this H o u se .'
Q uestion.— Has any attem pt been made to bribe you, or has any’ 

offer of money or other consideration been made to you to obtain 
your vote for U nited States Senators, and if  so, by whom?

A n sw e r .—No, there has not been any effort of the kind, w’hat- 
ever.

Q uestion.—Did M r K ing persuade, or hold out any’ inducem ents 
to you to take any rew ard or bribe for the purpose of securing your 
vote for M r Dodge, or any other man; and if  so, w’hat w ere they?

A n sw er.— No, sir; he never did.
R obert Shelledy, sw orn.
Question. — State w hether yrou heard any person or persons say 

that they had come here  for the purpose of securing the election of 
Dodge, or any other man to the U nited States Senate, by the aid of 
money or any other im proper means; and if  so, state all he or they 
said about it.

A n sw er.—I  can tell you w h a tl  heard in  M r K eighton’s G rocery. 
M r H aight said he would not begrudge a thousand dollars, if  he 
had it, i f  M r Dodge could be elected to the U nited States Senate. 
H e said he would be w illing to go homo, if  he was sure he could 
be elected.
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Q u e stio n .—W h at w as M r  H a ig h t doing in M r  K e ig h to n ’s G ro 
c e ry ?

A n s w e r .— I  don’t know ', h e  seem ed to be  on h is w ay  hom e.
Q u estio n .— D id  M r  H a ig h t say h e  had b rough t m oney h e re  for 

th e  p u rp o se  o f secu rin g  th e  e lection  of G en era l D odge, o r any one, 
fo r th e  office o f  U n ited  S tates S enato r. t

A n s w e r .— N o, s ir .  H e  seem ed to  hav e  stopped  th e re  to  change 
a  tw e n ty  do lla r bill.

A t  th is stage of th e  p roceed ings, th e  com m ittee ad jo u rn ed  to m ee t 
a t  th e  call o f th e  chairm an.

T h u r s d a y  a f t e k k o o n ,  D e c .  17 , 18 4 6 .
C om m ittee o f In v estig a tio n  in  th e  m atte r o f b r ib e ry , as a lleged  to 

b e  a ttem pted  upon  a  m em ber o r m em bers o f th e  H o u se  of R e p re 
sen ta tives, m et in  th e  H a ll o f th e  H o u se  of R e p resen ta tiv es . P r e 
sen t M e ss rs  C ochran , G oodre ll, Sm yth , L eech , B ow ie and M o rto n .

Jo s ia h  C lifton, sw o rn  by  J .  C rum m ey , E sq .
Sta te  w h a t you  know  w ith- re g a rd  to any attem pt to  b rib e  any 

m em ber or officer o f th e  H o u se  of R ep resen ta tiv es  of th e  S ta te  of 
Iowra.

A n s w e r .— I  can safely say  th a t th e re  has b een  no a ttem p t to b rib e  
m e, only w h a t I  understood  from  M r  C hapm an, th e  firem an. Said 
C hapm an cam e to m e w ith  a m essage from Colonel P a tte rso n  and 
M r  H a igh t, and sa id  th ey  had  sen t h im  to m e and M r  C onlee, to 
offer us m oney, any am ount of m oney, i f  wTe w o u ld  vote for G en era l 
D odge, or re s ig n  and go hom e. A n d  th a t said P a tte rso n  and H a igh t, 
a lso  th ro u g h  said C hapm an, a ssu re d  m e th a t th ey  wrere  w illin g  to 
e n te r  into bonds th a t I  should  have any  land  office, i f  I  w 'ould com 
ply  w ith  th e ir  req u est.

I  rece iv ed  no such  p ropositions from  any o th er p e rso n . M r  C hap
m an  in form ed m e th a t h e  had  been  sen t by  them  to m e. I  a sk ed  
M r  C hapm an i f  h e  th o u g h t I  could  rea lly  g e t any m oney. H e  
answ -ered in  th e  affirm ative th a t I  c o u ld ; th a t th ey  had p len ty  of 
m oney on hands for th a t pu rp o se . I  m et M r  P a tte rso n  sev era l 
tim es , and h e  in v ited  m e to  come and see  him , and th en  h e  sen t M r  
C hapm an to in v ite  m e to come and see him . A n d  th e n  sen t th is  
w o rd  in  re la tio n  to  th e  fact th a t I  could have said m oney and said  
office.

D octor Sanford , as m y friend , go t C hapm an to  sig n  a  p a p e r  s ta 
tin g  th e  above facts in re la tion  to  th e  m oney and office offered. T h e  
tim e th is took p lace w as in th e  first w e ek . C hapm an d id  not in s in 
ua te  th a t I  m ight tak e  th e  m oney or office aforesaid , b u t  th o u g h t I  
m igh t safely  vote for D odge. I  got p re tty  w ra th y  about th a t tim e, 
a n d  d idn ’t  w a it to h e a r w ha t m ore C hapm an said. I  do no t reco llec t 
w h e th e r  C hapm an w an ted  m e to k eep  it a sec re t o r not. W h en  I  
a sk e d  C hapm an for the  certificate  o f th e  facts, he  said he  w o u ld  ra th e r  
not, as he  d idn’t  w a n t su ch  a th in g  to b e  p ub lic  p ro p e rty . M r  
C hapm an w as firem an of th e  H o u se  o f R e p resen ta tiv es a t th e  tim e 
th e s e  th in g s took  place.
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Doctor Jolin F . Sanford sworn by the Chairman of the Commit
tee.

State' all you know in relation to any offer of a bribe to any mem
ber or officer of this House.

I  know nothing about it, except what M r Clifton told me. He, 
Clifton, told me that there had been messages sent to him by Chap
man, from Col. Patterson and Haight. I  told him he had better get 
a certificate of the facts from Chapman, to save himself from any ■ 
future trouble about it.

I  wrote one certificate, and Chapman said the language was too 
strong. I  wrote another and read it to him, and he signed it, and re
quested me to keep it, as M r Clifton might get excited and expose 
it. Chapman urged me to keep the paper, as he did not wish to get 
into any difficulty with Col. Patterson or Haight. [H ere the paper 
signed by Chapman, as aforesaid, was produced by the witness and 
read, and it is marked K .]

Said paper was signed and sealed by M r Chapman in my pres
ence. I  saw him do it.

Thomas C. Young sworn, by J .  Crummey, Esq.
State all you know in relation to any bribe or bribes being offered 

to any member or officer of this House.
I don’t know of any bribe being offered any member or officer of 

either House. I  heard what M r Clifton has said, about being me
diator between the parties. Col. Patterson, Stotts and Marshall and 
the clique, I  don’t associate with them. I  am satisfied what they 
came here for. They call themselves democrats, but I don’t call 
them so. M r Haight is a secret Government agent, appointed at 
the solicitation of Dodge, to spy out Bogus fellows, and gets five 
dollars a day from the Government.

6J P. M. January 6, 1846.
Committee met; Present, Cochran, Smyth, Bowie, Morton, Goodi- 

rell, Leech.
William H. Wallace sworn.
State what you know in relation to any attempts being made to 

bribe any member or officer of the House of Representatives of the 
State of Iowa.

Answ er.— I will state to the committee that I  dont know of any 
attempt to bribe any member or officer of this House only as I learnt 
it from M r Nelson King, a member of this House.

Question.— W hat information on that subject did you get from 
said King and when and where?

M ajority decide that as M r Wallace states that he is personally 
ignorant of any attempts to bribe any member or officer of the House 
of Representatives, it is unnecessary to ask him any other ques
tions.

M r Goodrell sworn.
State all you know, in relation to any bribe or bribes being offer

ed to, or accepted by any member or officer of this House?
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Answer.— Well, sir, I  do not know further than has been related 
to me by M r King, a member of this House.

Has any attempt been made to bribe you, or has any offer of mo
ney, or other consideration, been made to you, to obtain your vote 
for United States Senators, if  so by whom?

No sir, there has not been any attempt made whatever.
Did M r King persuade or hold out any inducements to you to 

take reward or bribe for the purpose of securing your vote for M r 
Dodge or any other man, and if so, what w ere they?

He never did.
Robert Shelledy re-examined.
State whether you heard any person or persons, say that they had 

■come here for the purpose of securing the election of Dodge to the 
United States Senate, or any other man, by money or other improp
e r  means, and if so, state all he, or they said about it.

I  can tell you what I  heard in M r Keating’s grocery. M r 
Haight said that he would not begrudge a thousand dollars, if  he 
had it, if  M r Dodge should be elected to the United States Senate. 
He said he would willingly go home if that was the case, if  he was 
sure that he would be elected.

W hat was M r Haight doing in Keating’s grocery?
I  dont know, he appeared to be on his way home.
Did Haight state that he brought money here for the purpose of 

securing the election of Dodge, or any other man for United States 
Senator? *

No sir, he did’nt say any thing about it.

House of Representatives, Jan. 9th, 1847.
Committee met; present, Messrs Cochran, Bowie, Morton, Smyth 

and Leech. The Clerks w ere excused, and M essrs Smyth and 
Morton acted as Clerks.

Johnson C. Chapman sworn by Chairman.
Question.— State all you know in relation to any bribe being of

fered to any member or officer of this House, and of all attempts to 
bribe the same?

Answ er.— The first discourse took place with Col. Patterson and 
myself, I  believe; I  will not be certain. After passing our common 
compliments, the question arose if I  knew how Clifton and Conlee 
were going to vote. I believe my answer was that I did not know, 
except that Clifton was decidedly in favor of Taylor; I  think there 
was not much more said on that day on that subject. That was on 
Sunday evening, I  mean the Sunday, next before the meeting of the 
Legislature. However, on the same day, immediately after, I rais
ed the discourse as to my reason for coming here. I  remarked to 
him that on some other day, as this was Sunday, I should like to 
talk with him a little more on the subject; I  believe there was little 
if  any thing more said on that day. W e happened to meet in the 
forepart of the next day. I dont remember what discourse was 
brought up first, but during the time of our being together, I  re
marked to him tliat I expected I was like some others that was here,
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for the first tim e in my life, and then proceeded to- tell him the rea
son, that was by unfortunately having to pay security  debts. M y 
place was standing as security  for about $200, and by losing part 
of my team and not being able to buy another, I  thought that I  
w ould come up, as I was rendered almost unable to do any thing at 
home, especially towards getting out of debt, and that I  w ould try  
and make something here  this w inter, and w hat I  had to say to you 
Colonel, w as, as you was an old member here, I  did’nt know but 
w hat you could help me a little. I  believe but little more was said 
on that subject at that time. T he question arose again betw een u sr 
if  I  had an idea, or something to that amount, how Clifton and Con- 
lee w ould vote for Senators. The enquiry was made particularly  
by Col. Patterson as to Clifton: asking the question, if  I  thought he 
would vote for Dodge, or something to that amount. I  told him I  
d idn’t think he would. T he question was asked me then by M r 
Patterson if  Clifton and I  w ere not very  friendly, X told him I  be
lieved w e w ere. H e asked me if  I  didn’t think my influence was 
sufficient to get Clifton to vote for Dodge, or something to that 
amount. I  answ ered him by saying that w hen it come to that I  could 
not say that my influence would have a bearing on any man, though 
I  believed that M r Clifton would listen to my argum ents or reason
ing till I  could convince him that it was right, or he could convince 
me that it was w rong. Col. Patterson said that he believed that I  
could have some influence w ith him, and if  I  would get M r Clifton to 
vote for Dodge he would promise me a re lie f w ith regard to the en
thralm ents I  was in, by a loan of money that he could accommodate 
me w ith, to the amount of $200 , w ithout in terest for 15, 20, 25 or 
30 years, or until I  did get able to pay it. T his would only be right 
for one friend to do for another. M r H aight being present, he 
( H aight) rem arked to tell Clifton to go it, that w e have got the stuff 
on hand and he can have any thing he wants if  he w ill, or something 
to that amount. H aight insisted on my try ing  to effect that object. 
H e  said damn the office I was try ing  to get, it was not w orth any thing 
any how, for it was likely to come in State Scrip and likely I could 
not get that off w ithout a shave of 50 per cent, and that I w ouldn’t 
much more than pay my tavern expenses if  I  got it, or something to 
the same amount, and i f  I  effected this w ith Clifton I  could have the 
$200  to take home w ith  me. T hat was my understanding of his 
meanings and I believe it was his exact w ords, and ho also rem arked 
that that would be w orth something to me and the other would not.

I  understood H aight to rem ark, that if  Clifton and Conlce w ould 
vote for Dodge, they could have anything they w anted. H aving 
particular reference to Clifton, naming that there w ould be many 
offices to fill,, especially in the land offices that was expected to be 
established in the w est, and he (C lifton) could have any of them ho 
w anted. These promises also in  relation to the land offices being 
made particularly  by M r Patterson. M r Patterson saying that he 
believed M r Clifton, being an honest man, could be recommended 
as a suitable man to fill any of these offices. I  don’t know as any 
thing more passed on that subject on that day, except that I said I 
would talk  to Clifton, as I was in favor of Dodge myself. That by
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his (Clifton) being in favor of another man, and he being present 
with us all the way coining up, I  had not the opportunity of con
versing with him on that subject as I  wished to, or something to that 
amount.

I  believe that the next conversation concerning these things took 
place in the forepart of the next day, I  think by M r Patterson ask- 
iug me if I had talked with M r Clifton; I  told him that I  had, and 
he asked me how he talked like going. I  told him that he was de
cidedly in favor of Taylor, at least he expressed himself in that way; 
and I also told him (Patterson,) that he (Clifton) was opposed to 
Dodge. He (Patterson) said that if the old man would vote for 
Dodge, he could get an office that would make him independent, or 
something to that amount.

I  remarked to Patterson, that I had heard others remark that they 
had understood, since they had come here, that there were men 
here with money to electioneer with for Dodge, and no doubt but 
under the promise of getting an office by so doing. Now said I, the 
people generally believe that you are using these efforts to get these 
offices yourselves; notwithstanding they had understood that they 
w ere promising these offices to others. “ W ell,” said Patterson, 
“  in order to show M r Clifton that we don’t want them, and that 
he shall have any he wants, we will bind ourselves in a bond in a 
way that will show him that that is not so, and to satisfy him that 
he can get it if he will go for Dodge,” or something to the same 
meaning. Expressing himself on that day, and the day before, in 
all such remarks, saying that God knew that he didn’t intend to do 
anything that was dishonorable if he knew it; neither would he 
ask me to do it, but believing Dodge being the choice of a majority 
of the people, that it would be right to use all honorable efforts to 
get him elected. There was but little more, if anything passed 
between us on that day on that subject, as far as I  remember, but 
after I got an office in the House of Representatives, we would 
occasionally meet, and he would still ask me, as several others did, 
if  I  knew how Clifton was going now. I  most generally answered 
him by saying that I  had a hard job on hands, that caused me to 
have to work at every adjournment to get wood in the House, and 
other things done in due season; so at the time he (Clifton) was at 
leisure I  was busy, so that I  had no opportunity of conversing with 
him on these subjects. I  was confined by work and other duties 
about the House generally all the time in the day, and generally 
from eight to ten o’clock in the night, that I  could not get time to 
talk with him on subjects that directly concerned myself. M r Pat
terson asked me if  I  could not hire a hand to help me some. I  told 
him I  expected that I  could if I  had anything to give him that I 
could spare, but I  had not, and consequently had to do for myself.

A t another time, he asked me if I  had got that hand to help me 
yet. I  told him I had spoke to one that would ffielp me, but I  had 
nothing to give him. During this time, they told me they had been 
trying to talk to M r Clifton themselves, but could not get a chance, 
and requested me to try  and get M r Clifton to come over where 
they w ere boarding, as they wanted to talk with him. I  promised
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them , (H aigh t and P atterson ,) that I  w ould endeavor to do so, that 
I was anxious that they should talk  to Clifton them selves. P a tte r
son lent me a dollar, saying that w ould pay a hand for one day, and 
that w ould give me a chance to see M r Clifton. I  did not h ire help, 
as the H ouse adjourned at noon of that day, over till morning, w hich 
gave me an opportunity to see Clifton. A t another tim e, they, 
(P atterson  and H aigh t,) asked me if  I  had seen Clifton. I  told 
them I  had, and he, Clifton, said that on the nex t evening, he was 
going over to their boarding H ouse, for after my telling M r Clifton 
that I w ished he would go and talk w ith them , because they  w ere 
his neighbors, and also his friends, or at least used to be, I  believed 
that it w ould be right, and also his duty, to see them and give them 
some satisfaction; that I  reckoned they could not h u rt him , any how; 
and Clifton rem arked that he was not afraid to ta lk  w ith any man 
or set of men on any reasonable subject, and intended to go. I  saw 
M r Stotts, of W est Point, and informed him of the time that Clif
ton prom ised to be there, and told him to try  all of them to get to
gether that they might get satisfaction from Clifton for them selves ; 
and at another time after that, they, Stotts, H aight and Patterson, 
told me that they had conversed w ith  him. Patterson rem arked 
that the old man seemed to be almost crazy, and talked like resign
ing his seat. H aight'said  that if  Clifton w ould not vote for Dodge, 
or some other man that they w ould make choice of, for me to tell him 
that if  he w ould resign his seat and get out of the w ay, he should 
have as much money as he should take home w ith him as he would 
make by staying and filling his office. (H aigh t said this in  the p res
ence of P atterson ,) and that I  should have the tw o hundred dollars 
i f  I  could effect that. T he first conversation w ith  Haight, w as on 
M onday morning, before I was elected to an office in  the H ouse, 
and the subsequent conversations w ere  after I  was an officer of the 
H ouse of R epresentatives to the best of my recollection. T he last 
named conversation I am certain was since I  was an officer.

M r Stotts told me at some previous time and since I  came to the 
city, w hile w alking along together, that he had a wagon and team 
here, that I  could have that if  I  w anted it. H e did not say on w hat 
conditions.

January  12, 1847.
Committee met at 2  o’clock P . M . by leave of the H ouse; p res

ent M essrs Cochran, Goodrell, Leech, Smyth and M orton.
Johnson C. Chapman proceeded:
A t the time I  should have done it, I  neglected to state a little m atter 

that should have come in, on my form er examination. T hat was this; 
at one of the times I  conversed w ith Clifton, I  told him that I believed 
that he could get $100 , if  he w ould vote for Dodge. H e said “ do 
you th ink  so?” I told him I thought he could: Clifton rem arked that 
there was no death I  could pick out bu t w hat he w ould ra ther die 
than to take a bribe to do anything that he thought was not right or to 
do any thing that he was pledged not to do, or something of the same 
meaning; I  can’t recollect the exact w ords. A fte r a considerable d is
course, of that w hich I do not rem ember at this time w hat it all w as, 
though, I  learned of him  that he was ra ther pledged to go against



HO USE O F R E P R E SEN T A T IV E S. 467

Dodge, to the people who elected him or something to that amount; 
and that he did not intend to vote for him: after he told me his pledges 
and what he thought was right for him to do, I  told him that I  wished 
that he could consistently vote for Dodge, for I  honestly believed that 
he was the choice of the people and at any rate he was my choice, 
but urged the matter no further. These words or something to the 
same amount was our discourse only, as far as I can remember.

Cross examined.— Did Patterson and Haight desire you to com
municate the oifers you have mentioned in regard to Clifton, to M r 
Clifton as their olfer?

A nsw er.— No sir, not as to the money offers.
Question.—-Was it before or after you told Clifton he could get 

$100 for voting for Dodge, that he Clifton agreed to go and converse 
with Patterson and Haight?

Answ er.—It was before.
Question.—Did Patterson desire you to tell Clifton that he could 

have a situation in a land office if he would vote for Dodge, or the 
man he, Patterson, should name?

A nsw er.— That was my understanding?
Question.—Did Patterson offer to bind himself, or w ith others in 

any sum to secure M r Clifton in a situation in a land office, and if so 
what was that sum?

Answ er.— No. There was no sum mentioned.
Question.— Did Pattersoij say when you told him what was said 

about men being here with money to electioneer for Dodge, that he 
or others had any money for that purpose.

A nsw er.—No, sir, he did not; he said at that time, or some other, 
if Dodge or any other one had money for that purpose, he did not 
know it. He said for his part that he started from home with only 
$10, and I  understood him to say, that he had borrowed that or part 
of it, and didn’t expect to stay here very long.

Question—Did Haight say that lie (H aight,) or others had mo
ney, for the purpose 'of aiding in electing Dodge, or did he intimate 
to you that such was the case?

Answ er.— Nothing more than this; that the stuff was on hand, 
that Clifton- could have it if  he would vote for Dodge, or something 
to that amount.

Question.—You stated in your examination in chief that Patter
son asked you if you thought you could not influence Clifton to vote 
for Dodge, and you told him you believed that M r Clifton would 
listen to your arguments or reasoning till you could convince him 
that it was right to do so, or he could convince you that it was 
wrong. Now did you convince Clifton that it was right to vote for 
Dodge, or did he convince you that it was wrong?

A nsw er.—He convinced me that it was wrong for him to vote 
for Dodge.

Question. — (Doc. “ K ” shown to the witness.) Is that signed 
and sealed by you, as it purports to be?

A nsw er.—Yes, sir, it is.
Question.—Was it read over to you, before you signed and sealed
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A n sw er.— Y es, sir, it was..
(D oe. “ K ” being read to the w itness by the Chairm an, w ho then 

asked ,)
Q uestion.—A re  the contents of this document true , and if  not, 

w herein, if  at all, do they vary  from the tru th?
A n sw er. — W ell, sir, 1 w ill tell you w herein  this is w rong; that 

is in  the part of being authorized to offer Clifton or Conlee, any 
money by those men: w hen I  conversed w ith  Patterson on the sub
jec t, and took a more serious consideration of the matter, I  was 
convinced that it w as by some other expression, or by a mistake of 
my own, that caused me to agree that it w as offered for the length 
of ninety-nine years w ithout interest, for I  only rem ember that the 
expression was ten, fifteen, tw enty , tw enty-live or th irty  years, at 
the farthest; and the money was to be loaned to me, and not to them . 
A fter I  was summoned as a w itness on the investigation, I  had a 
conversation w ith Patterson, and he said it was only ten years.

I t  is w rong in mentioning any sum in the bond; so far as this, 
also, e ither the w rite r misunderstood me or I m isunderstood him in 
these points.

J a n u a r y  16, 1847.
Committee met. P resen t, Cochran, Leech, W hitm ore and M or

ton.
Q uestion.— Can you w rite , or read w riting?
A nsw er.— No, s ir. I  can make out some w ords, but not as a 

general thing.
Q uestion.—flo w  did you know  the contents of the certificate p re

sented you by D r Sanford?
A n sw er.— I  knew  it by his draw ing it up, and reading it to me, 

and asking if  it was not so.
Q uestion.— Do you know  that the certificate, as published in the 

papers, is the same w hich was read to you by D r Sanford?
A nsw er.— I dont know; as I  dont rem em ber w hat was in  the pa

pers.
Q uestion.— How  long after the offers, of w hich you speak, w ere  

made to you, did you detail the facts to D r Sanford? '
A nsw er.— I  do not rem ember, as to that; w ithin a w eek after, I

suppose.
D id D r Sanford draw  up the certificate at your request, or did 

he request you to furnish the same to him?
A nsw er.— T he first I  knew  of it, he presented it to me.
Q uestion.— W as any certificate presented to you that you refused 

to sign?
A nsw er.—'Yes, the first one was not exactly according to my un

derstanding.
Q uestion.— By whom was this first certificate presented?
A nsw er.— By D r Sanford.
Q uestion.— W hen you signed the certificate did you know  the 

contents o f the same?
A nsw er.— W ell, I  thought I  understood it.
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Question.— Did you not tell M r Montague that you did not know 
what were the contents of the same.

Answer.—I do not remember the conversation he and I  had 
about it at all. I f  I  told him so, it was because I  didn’t positively 
know. It was on the account that I  could not re'ad, that I  did not 
positively know; at the same time I  thought that I  understood it.

Question.— W hat are the first names and residences of Haight 
and Patterson to whom you have alluded?

Answer.—.Patterson’s first name is William, he lives in Lee 
county. I  do not know Haight’s first name. He lives in Keokuk 
in Lee county.

Question.—You said Haight told you that they had the stuff on 
hand. Now can you tell what he meant by the “ stuff?”

Answer.—I could not tell certainly, but I  took it that he meant 
money.

Question.-—You say that the first certificate was not according to 
your understanding. What was done with that certificate?

Answer.—He threw it down and said he would write another.
Question.—Did he read the other to you?
Answer.—I believe he did. I  am certain he did.
Question.— Did you then sign it?
Answer.—-Yes, sir.
Question.—Did not M r Patterson tell you that he would give 

you the dollar you speak of as you wrere a poor man?
A nswer.—No sir, he merely lent it to me.

his
JO H N SO N  X C. CH A PM AN .

mark
Signed in presence of us, members of the Committee,

W . J .  Cochran, Chairman. 
John T . Morton.
Andrew Leech.
Samuel Whitmore. v

I o w a  C i t y ,  J a n u a r y  19, 1847.
In reflecting on the testimony I  have already given in before the 

Investigating Committee and fearing it may be misconstrued, I  wish 
to make the following explanation:

Not supposing when the certificate, which has appeared in the 
papers, when I  signed it would be brought before the public, and 
not expecting at the time that its particular phraseology would be 
criticised as it has been, I  did not pay that particular attention to 
every word as it was read to me. On this account there appears 
to be a slight difference in two or three particulars between the pub
lished certificate and my testimony before the commitee on the same 
subject. In the first place, instead of being authorized  to offer 
Clifton or Conlee the two hundred dollars spoken of in the certifi
cate, those two hundred dollars were offered to me by Patterson and 
Haight if I  would get them to vote for Dodge, and I simply intimat
ed to Clifton, on the ground of having received this offer myself,
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that he could get that sum if  he w ould vote for Dodge, and I sin
cerely believed he could, and more too.

In  the nex t place there is this difference betw een the certificate 
and my testimony:— the certificate sets forth that Patterson and 
H aight had agreed to enter into a bond of ten thousand dollars if 
necessary, w hen the fact w as that w hile speaking of the bond, no 
definite sum was mentioned. T he ir language to me was “ w e w ill 
enter into a bond in a way to show him, Clifton, that he shall have 
the office if  he w ill vote for D odge.”

I  w ish  also to correct another part of my testimony. W hen I  
testified that D r Sanford presented me w ith the first certificate, I  
had forgotten that it was M r Clifton, and not D r Sanford that p re 
sented me w ith  the first paper. The first certificate was presented
me by M r Clifton for my signature ; and w hen he stated w hat w ere 
its contents, I  objected to some of them as being too strong, and the 
only reason I have for stating that D r Sanford presented me w ith 
the first certificate as well as the second, was because after I  had 
declined signing the first, the Doctor brought it to me to ascertain 
w herein  it was too strong, for the purpose of my correcting it. 
A fte r he ascertained w hat I  w anted, he threw  aside the first cer
tificate and prepared a second, w hich is the one that has appeared 
in  the papers, and which, after reading to me, I  signed. I  have 
since seen it in the papers, and hereby declare it to be the same be 
then read to me. his

JO H N S O N  C. X C H A P M A N .
W itness: J .  C l i f t o x . m ark
Sw orn and subscribed to before me, Chairman o f  the Committee.

- Jan . 30, 1847.

[A .]

R U L E S  O F  O R D E R .
R ule 1st. The Committee shall make known their decision on 

contested points, through the Chairman.
R ule 2d. A ny member of said Committee may put a question or 

questions to witness, at any time during the examination in chief, as 
w ell as on the cross examination.

R ule 3d. A ll questions shall be reduced to w riting in the order 
they  are put, and the answ ers thereto noted down as nearly verba
tim as practicable, by the clerks.

R ule 4th. The Sergeant-at-A rm s of the House, shall attend upon 
said Committee, and execute its orders.

R ule 5th. No member of said Committee shall absent^him self 
from its sittings, except by leave granted by a majority thereof.

R ule 6th. A  majority of said Committee shall constitute a quo
rum  to proceed in the investigation.

R ule 7th. A ll questions upon which there is a diversity of opin
ion shall be decided by a majority of said Committee, but the m i
nority may dissent, and have the same noted down by the clerks, i f  
required.

R ule 8th. If, in the course of proceedings, i t b e  considered ne-
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cessary to add to, or alter the above rules, the same shall be done ac
cordingly.

The above are the rules that the Committee have adopted to 
govern their proceedings.

W . J .  COCHRAN, 
A N D R EW  LEECH ,
S. W H ITM O R E,
A L F R E D  HEBA RD , 
RO B ER T SM YTH, 
STEW A R T G O OD RELL, 
JO H N  T . M ORTON.

[B .]

Nelson King, a member of the House of Representatives of the 
General Assembly of the State of Iowa, upon his oath, deposes and 
says: That since he has presented his credentials and taken his seat 
as a member of this House, he has been approached by several dis
tinct persons, relative to casting his vote for United States Senators, 
and that several distinct propositions of money, and other reward 
have been offered him, if he would vote for General Dodge, for 
Senator, or J .  C. Hall, or either of them as may or might be deter
mined upon, which determination was to be made known to him 
(King,)previous to the casting his vote for U . S. Senators, and that 
they w'ould screen him from all blame or suspicion by procuring w rit
ten instructions from his (K ing’s) constituents, instructing him so to 
vote, and further, that S. T . Marshall gave him a five dollar note 
on Tuesday evening last, and told him to call on him at any future 
time and he would give him one hundred dollars, or any amount he 
wanted; and further, that said Marshall told him, (K ing,) that it 
was Dodge’s money. He also gave him, (K ing,) two receipts for 
indebtedness.

N ELSO N  K IN G .
Sworn and subscribed to, before me, this tenth day of Dec., 1846.

T. S. W ILSON,
Associate Judge Supreme Court.

[C .]

The counsel for S. T . Marshall, requested the committee to fur
nish them with specifications of the charges against him, which was 
done, and thereupon the counsel for the prisoner objected to the spe- 
fications as insufficient, in not stating the names of the persons, or 
nature of the propositions which are referred to in general terms in 
the statement; which application of the prisoner’s counsel was over
ruled by the committee.

[DO
December, A. D. 1846.

I, S. T . Marshall, hereby relinquish and release all my right, title
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and claim or claims, w hich I  may have against N elson King, for legal 
services done heretofore, and this shall he his receipt.

S. T . M A R S H A L L .

[E -]
W e s t  P o i n t , N o v . 25th, 1846.

M b  N e l s o n  K i n g :— Sir, please pay S. T . M arshall, or bearer, 
tw o dollars and fifty cents on my account, and oblige

Y ours, tru ly , W m ST O T T S .
Received payment, S. T . M A R S H A L L .

[ F .]

“ A . 108. A ugust, 26, 1841.
“  T he  State Bank of Ohio w ill pay to B earer five dollars on de~ 

“ mand at the F rank lin  Branch in  Columbus.
“ (S igned ) Jam es E sp y , Cash. G . S W A N , P re s ’t .”

[K .]

I  do hereby certify, that on Tuesday, D ecem ber, 2d, 1846, 
I  was authorized by Col. W illiam Patterson, of L ee county, Iowa, 
to offer to Josiah  Clifton and Reuben Conlee each the use of one 
hundred dollars for ninety nine years if  desired, w ithout in terest, 
i f  they  would give the ir votes in  an election then about to come on, 
for U nited States Senators in the G eneral A ssem bly for such a man, 
or men, as the said Colonel W illiam  Patterson, w ould name, 
for the office of U nited States Senator. A lso, I  was authorized by 
Col. Patterson and Silas H aight to offer Josiah  Clifton, individually, 
on the ir own p art and the part of the ir associates, to enter into a 
bond o ften  thousand dollars, i f  necessary, to secure him an appoint
ment in the Land Office as R egister or R eceiver; providing, he 
would vote for the men for the U nited States Senate, whom they 
w ould name. T he above named Conlee and Clifton are members 
of the H ouse of R epresentatives, of Iowa.

W itness my hand and seal, Decem ber 3d, 1846.
JO H N S O N  C. C H A P M A N .
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF T H E  STA T E  O F IO W A :

a d o p t e d  a t  i t s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n ,  c o m m e n c e d  o n  t h e  30 t i i  

D A Y  OF N O V E M B E R ,  1846.

DUTY OF T H E  SPEA K ER .

1 . H e  shall take the Chair every day precisely at the hour to 
which the House shall have adjourned on the preceding day; shall 
immediately call the members to order, and on the appearance of a 
quorum, shall cause the Journal of the preceding day to be read.

2. He shall preserve order and decorum, and speak to points 
of order in preference to other members, rising from his seat for 
that purpose; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an ap
peal to the House by any two members.

3. H e shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting.
4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: “As 

many as are of opinion that [as the question may be] say A y e ” —  
and, after the affirmative voice is expressed, “As many as are of 
the contrary opinion say No.” If  the Speaker doubts, or a divis
ion he called for, the House shall divide. Those in the affirmative 
of the question shall first rise from their seats, and afterwards those 
in the negative.

5. The Speaker shall have a right to name any member to per
form the duties of the chair, but such substitution shall not extend 
beyond an adjournment.

6. A ll Committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, unless 
otherwise specially directed by the House.

7. In  all cases where the House is equally divided, the Speak
er shall give the casting vote, and shall also vote on a call of the 
Ayes and Noes.

8. A ll Acts, Addresses, and Joint Resolutions shall be signed 
by the Speaker; and all W rits, W arrants, and Subpoenas, issued by 
order of the House, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the 
Clerk.

9. In  case of any disturbances or disorderly conduct in the lob
by, the Speaker or Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House, 
shall have power to have the same cleared.

60
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10. O R D E R  O F  T H E  B U SIN E SS  O F  T H E  D A Y .

A fte r the Journal is read, the following order shall govern:
1st.—Petitions or Remonstrances to be offered.
2d— Resolutions and Notices to bring  in bills.
3d—R eports of Committees.
4th— Bills to be introduced, of w hich notice has been given.
5th— M essages and Communications on the Speaker’s table.
6th— Bills and Resolutions ready for a second reading.
7th— Bills on their passage.
8th— Reports in possession of the House, w hich offer grounds for 

a bill, are to be taken up, in order that the Bill may be ordered in.
9th.— Bills or other m atters before the H ouse and unfin ished |the 

preceding day.

O F  D E C O R U M  A N D  D E B A T E .

11. W hen any member is about to speak in  debate, or deliver 
any m atter to the H ouse; he shall rise  from his seat and respect
fully address him self to “ M r Speaker,” and shall confine him self 
to the question under debate, and shall avoid personalities.

12. I f  any member, in speaking or otherwise, transgress the 
R ules of the H ouse, the Speaker shall, or any member may, call 
to o rd e r; in w hich case, the member so called to order, shall im
mediately sit down, but may be perm itted, w ith leave of the House, 
to ex p la in ; and the H ouse shall, if  appealed to, decide the case, 
but w ithout debate. I f  there be no appeal, the decision of the 
C hair shall be submitted to; if  the decision be in  favor of the mem
ber called to order, he is at iiberly to proceed ; if  otherwise he shall 
not be perm itted  to proceed w ithout leave of the H ouse ; and i f  the 
case require  it, he shall be liable to the censure of the H ouse.

13. W hen tw o or more members happen to rise  at once, the 
Speaker shall name the member who is first to speak.

14. No member shall speak more than tw ice on the, same ques
tion, w ithout leave of the House, nor more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken.

15. W hilst the Speaker is putting any question, or addressing 
the H ouse, none shall w alk out of, or across, the H ouse ; or when 
a member is speaking, shall entertain private discourse ; nor w hilst 
a  mem ber is speaking, shall pass between, him and the Chair.

16. No member shall vote on any question, in  the event o f w hich 
he is immediately and particularly in terested ; or inany  case w here 
he was not p resent w hen the question was put, unless the Speaker 
again state the question.

17. Upon a division and count of the H ouse on any question, no 
member w ithout the bar shall be counted.

18. E very  member, who shall be in the H ouse w hen the ques
tion is put, shall give his vote, unless the H ouse, for special rea
sons, shall excuse him.

19. W hen a  motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by
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the Speaker ; or, being in  w riting, it shall be handed to the Chair, 
and read aloud by the C lerk before debated.

20. E very  motion shall be reduced to w riting, if the Speaker, 
or any member desire it.

21. A fter a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read b y  the 
C lerk, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the H ouse, but 
may be w ithdraw n by leave of the H ouse.

22. W hen a question is under debate, no motion shall be receiv
ed but to ad jo u rn ; to lie on the ta b le ; for the previous question ; to 
postpone to a day ce rta in ; to commit or am end: to postpone indefi
nitely ; w hich several motions shall have precedence in  the order 
in  w hich they are a rranged ; and no motion to postpone to a day 
ce rta in ; to commit or to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall 
be again allowed on the same day, and at the same stage of the bill 
or proposition. A  motion to strike out the enacting words of a bill, 
shall have precedence of a motion to amend, and, if carried, shall be 
considered equivalent to its rejection.

23. W hen a Resolution shall be offered, or a motion made, to 
refer any subject, and different Committees shall be proposed, the 
question shall be taken in  the following order:

T he Committee of the W hole H ouse; a Standing Committee; a 
Select Committee.

24. A  motion to adjourn shall always be in  order, excepting 
w hen a member is speaking, or the H ouse vo ting ; and the motion 
to lie on the table, shall be decided w ithout debate.

25. The previous question shall be in this form: “ Shall the main 
question be now put P” It shall only be admitted w hen demanded 
by a majority of the members p re se n t; and, until it is decided, shall 
preclude all amendment and further debate upon the main question.

26. On a previous question there shall be no debate.
27. W hen a question is postponed indefinitely, it shall not be 

acted upon again during the session.
28. A ny member may call for a division of the question, w hich 

shall be divided, if  it comprehends questions so distinct that one 
being taken away, the res t may stand entire for the discussion of 
the H ouse ; a motion to strike out, being lost, shall preclude nei
th e r amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert.

29. Motions and R eports may be committed at the pleasure of 
the H ouse.

30. No motion or proposition on a subject different from that 
under consideration, shall be admitted under color of amendment.

31. W hen a motion has been once made, and carried in the affirm
ative or negative, it shall be in order for any member in  the majori
ty  to move for the reconsideration thereof, on the same or succeed
ing day, and such motion shall take precedence of all other ques
tions, except a motion to adjourn.

32. Petitions, M em orials, and other papers addressed to the 
H ouse, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by ”a member in his 
place, a b rie f statement of the contents thereof, shall verbally be 
made by the introducer, and shall not be debated or decided on the 
day of their being first read, unless w here the House shall direct
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otherwise, but shall lieg on the table, to be taken up in the order 
they were read.

33. A  proposition, requesting information from the Governor, 
Secretary, or any other State Officer, shall lie on the table one day 
for consideration, unless otherwise ordered by unanimous consent 
of the H ouse; and all such propositions shall be taken up for con
sideration in the order they were presented, immediately after re
ports are called for from Select Committees, and when adopted, the 
Clerk shall cause the same to be delivered.

34. Any five members, if  the Speaker be in the Chair, shall be 
authorized to compel the attendance of absent members.

35. Upon calls of the House, or in taking the Yeas and Nays on 
any question, the names of the members shall be called alphabeti
cally.

36. No member shall absent himself from the service of the 
House without leave, unless he is sick or unable to attend.

37. Upon the call of the House, the names of the members shall 
be called over by the Clerk, and the absentees noted, after which 
the names of the absentees shall again be called over, and the Ser
geant-at-arms shall be directed by the Speaker to compel their 
attendance.

38. No Committee shall sit during the sitting of the House with
out special leave.

39. Twenty members, including the Speaker, shall constitute a 
quorum, and, upon the demand of any two members, the Ayes and 
Noes shall be ordered.

40. The hour to which this House shall stand adjourned from day 
to day, shall be 10 o’clock, A . M., and 2 o’clock, P. M ., unless 
otherwise ordered by the House,

O F BILLS. '
41. Every Bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by an 

order of the House on the Report of a Committee. One day’s no
tice, at least, shall be given of the motion to bring in a Bill.

42. Every Bill shall receive three several readings in the House 
previous to its passage; and all bills shall be dispatched in the or
der they were introduced, unless where the House shall direct 
otherwise, but no bill shall be twice read on the same day without 
special order of the House.

43. The first reading of a bill shall be for information; and if 
opposition be made to it, the question shall be, “ Shall this bill be 
rejected?” I f  no opposition be made, or if  the question to reject 
be negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading without a ques
tion.

44. Upon a second reading of a bill, the Speaker shall state that 
it is ready for commitment, or engrossment; and if committed, then 
the question shall be whether to a Select or Standing Committee, or 
to a Committee of the Whole House. I f  to a Committee of the 
Whole House, the House shall determine on what day; but if the
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bill be ordered to be engrossed, the House shall appoint the day 
when it shall be read a third time.

45. After a bill has been committed and reported back, it shall 
be considered on its second reading after the amendments of the 
Committee have been read.

46. After commitment and report thereof to the House, or at any 
time before its passage, a bill may be recommitted.

47. A ll bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed in a fair 
round hand.

48. No amendment, unless by way of rider, shall be received to 
any bill on its third reading.

49. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the Clerk, 
noting the day of its passage at the foot thereof.

O F CO M M ITTEE OF T H E  W H O LE HOUSE.

50. In forming Committees of the Whole House, the Speaker shall 
leave his Chair, and a Chairman to preside in Committee shall be 
appointed by the Speaker.

51. Upon bills committed to Committee of the Whole House, the 
bill shall be first read throughout by the Clerk or Chairman, and then 
again read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last 
considered ; after report, the bill shall again be subject to be debated 
and amended by clauses, before a question to engross it be taken.

52. A ll amendments made to an original motion in Committee 
shall be incorporated with the motion, and so reported.

53. All amendments made to a report committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House, shall be noted and reported as in case of bills.

54. A ll questions, whether in Committee, or in the House, shall 
be propounded in the order which they were moved, except that in 
filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be first put.

55. The rules of the House shall be observed in Committee of 
the Whole House, so far as they are applicable.

56. No standing rule, or order of the House, shall be rescinded 
or changed, without' one day’s notice being given of the motion 
therefor, nor shall any rule be suspended except by a vote of at least 
two thirds of the members p resen t: nor shall the order of business, 
as established by the rules of the House, be postponed or changed, 
except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present.

57. It shall be in order for the Committee on Enrolled Bills to re
port at any time.

58. NojBill, Memorial, or Joint Resolution, shall be printed un
less ordered by the House.

59. When any matter is referred to a Standing Committee, by 
motion of any member, it shall be the duty of the Chairman of such 
Standing Committee to notify such member of their time of sitting 
upon such matter so referred; and said member shall be permitted 
to confer with such Committee during their consideration of such 
matter.
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60 . T h e  follow ing shall be  th e  S tanding  C om m ittees :
Com m ittee on W ay s and M eans.

“  ' “  th e  Ju d ic ia ry .
“  “  C laim s.
“  “  Schools.
“  “  M ilita ry  A ffairs.
“  “  E n ro lle d  B ills.
“  “  E n g ro ssed  B ills.
“  “  E x p en d itu res .
“  “  R oads and H ig h w ay s.
“  “  T o w n sh ip  and C ounty O rganization .
“  “  P ub lic  B uild ings.
“  “  N ew  C ounties.
“  “  A g ric u ltu re .
“  “  E lections.
“  “  Inco rpora tions.

61 . T h e  ru le s  o f P a rliam en tary  practice  com prised  in  Je ffe rso n ’s 
M a n u a l, shall g overn  th e  H o u se  in  all cases in  w h ich  th ey  are  ap 
p licable, and w h e re  th ey  are  not inconsisten t w ith  th e  standing ru le s  
o f th is H ouse.

J O I N T  R U L E S  O F  B O T H  H O U S E S .

1. In  e v e ry  case o f  an am endm ent of a  b ill ag reed  to in  one 
H o u se , and d issen ted  to in  the  o ther, i f  e ith e r H ouse  shall req u est 
a  conference, and appoin t a Com m ittee for th a t pu rp o se , and th e  
o th er H ouse  shall also appoint a Com m ittee to confer, such  Com m it
tee  shall, a t a convenien t h our, to be agreed  on by th e ir  C hairm an, 
m eet and sta te  to each o ther, v e rb a lly , or in  w ritin g , as e ith e r shall 
choose, th e  reason  of th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  H ou ses , for and against th e  
am endm ent, and  confer free ly  thereon .

2 . W h en  a m essage shall be sen t from  th e  Senate to th e  H o u se  
o f R e p resen ta tiv es , it shall be announced at th e  door o f th e  H ouse  
by  the  d o o r-k eep er, and shall be re sp ec tfu lly  com m unicated to th e  
C hair, by th e  pe rso n  w ith  w hom  it m ay be sent.

3 . T h e  sam e cerem ony shall be observed  w h en  a m essage shall 
be  sen t from  th e  H o u se  of R e p resen ta tiv es to the  Senate .

4 . A ll  m essages from  one H ouse  to th e  o ther, shall be  sen t by  
th e  S ec re ta ry  of th e  Senate , C le rk  of th e  H o u se , or th e ir  re sp ec 
t iv e  assistan ts .

5 . A fte r  a  B ill shall have  passed both b louses, it shall be du ly  en
ro lled  by th e  S ec re ta ry  o r C le rk  o f th e  H ouse  in  w h ich  it orig ina
ted , before i t  shall be  p re sen ted  to th e  G overnor.

6 . W hen  b ills a re  enrolled , th ey  shall be  exam ined by  a Jo in t 
Com m ittee o f tw o  from  th e  Senate and tw o  from  th e  H o u se  of R e 
p re sen ta tiv e s, appoin ted  as a S tanding Com m ittee for th a t pu rp o se  ; 
w h o  shall carefu lly  com pare th e  enro llm ent w ith  th e  engrossed  b ills , 
as passed  in  th e  tw o  H ou ses , and co rrec ting  any  e rro rs  th a t m ay be 
d iscovered  in  th e  enro lled  b ills , m ake th e ir  r e p o rt  fo rth w ith  to th e  
H o u se  in  w h ich  th e  b ill originated.
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7. After examination and report, each bill shall be signed in the 
respective Houses ; first by the Speaker of Ihe House of Represen
tatives, then by the President of the Senate.

8. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each House, it 
shall be presented by the said Committee to the Governor for his 
approbation, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certify
ing in which House the same originated, which endorsement shall 
be signed by the Secretary of the House in which the same did 
originate, and shall be entered on the Journal of each H ouse; the 
said Committee shall report the day of presentation to the Gover
nor, which shall also be entered on the Journal of each House.

9. All orders, resolutions and votes which are to be presented 
to the Governor for his approbation, shall also in the same manner, 
be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall be presented 
in the same manner, and by the same committee, as provided in cases 
of Bills.

10. When a Bill or Resolution, which shall have been passed 
in one House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given 
to the House in which the same may have passed.

11. When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one 
House, is rejected in the other, it is not to be brought in during the 
same session, without a notice of five days, and leave of two-third's 
of the House in which it shall be renewed.

12. Each House shall transmit to the other all papers on which 
any bill or resolution may be founded.

13. After each House shall have adhered to their disagreement, 
a bill or resolution is lost.

14. When bills which may have passed one House, are ordered 
to be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall not be 
printed than may be necessary for the use of the House making the 
order.

15. A ll Messages, Reports, or other documents, presented to 
either House for general information, and ordered to be printed by 
such House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both Houses.

16. It shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House, or the 
Secretary of the Senate, when any such document is ordered to be 
printed in their respective Houses, forthwith to communicate such 
order to the other, so that the same order may not be made in both 
Houses.

17. In all elections in Joint Convention of both branches of the 
General Assembly, the names of the members of both branches 
shall be arranged together in alphabetical order, and be called upon 
to vote in the order in which they shall stand arranged.

STA N D IN G  CO M M ITTEES.

O n  W a y s  a n d  M e a n s —Messrs H ebard ,'M ‘Pherrin, Goodrell, 
Matson and Smyth, of Linn.

J u d i c i a r y —Messrs Bowie, Morton, Cochran, Day and Leffing- 
well.
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C l a i m s —M ‘Pherrin, Williams, W right, O’Brien, M ‘Manus and 
Baker.

S c h o o l s —Matson, Hardy, Leech, Smith, of Mahaska and Green.
M i l i t i a — Olmstead, Montague, King, Reynolds and Lyons.
E n r o l l e d  B i l l s —Day and Sells.
E n g r o s s e d  B i l l s —Cochran and Lyons.
E x p e n d i t u r e s —Goodrell, Bonham, Blair, Comstock and Bailey.
R o a d s  a n d  H i g h w a y s — Smyth of Linn, Baker, Kinsman, Hol

land and Rathbun.
C o u n t y  a n d  T o w n s h i p  O r g a n i z a t i o n — Morton, Updegraff, 

Whitmore, M 'Pherrin and Willoughby.
P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s —Steele, Anderson, Green, Leech and Leff- 

ingwell.
N e w  C o u n t i e s —Comstock, Montague, Olmstead, O’Brien and 

Smith of Mahaska.
A g r i c u l t u r e — Bonham, Clifton, Hardy, W right and Blair.
E l e c t i o n s —Sells, Willoughby, Bowie, Morton and Kinsman.
I n c o r p o r a t i o n s —'Sells, Hardy, Olmstead, M ‘Manus and Coch

ran.



I N D E X .

A B S T R A C T ,
O f votes cast throughout the State for State officers, 28.

a d d r e s s ,
Inaugural of Gov, Briggs, 34.
of M r Cochran, of L ee county, announcing the death of 

M r R . S. Conlee, member elect of the H ouse of R e
presentatives, 103.

A D JO U R N M E N T , of both Houses of the G eneral Assem bly, 
on motion of M r Smyth, 80.

“ “ M r M atson, 81,
decided in  the negative, 81, 82. 
during the holidays, 85, 90. 
decided in the affirmative, 90. 
on motion of M r Cochran, 91. 
until the  4 th  day of January , 93, 103.
M r M ‘P h err in ’s P ro test against, 101. 
motion on the, considered, 124. 
report relative to, presented, 183. 
motion of M r R athbun relative to, 242

A C TS,
in  relation to  justice  of the peace, 149. 
to  change the name o f Chaldea, 161.

“  “ “  “  P rairie-la-Porte, 161.
several having passed both H ouses, 194, 224, 256.

“  presented  to the Governor, &c., 229.
“ returned, signed by P resident of the Senate,238.
“  presented to the G overnor for his approval,
243, 266.

H . R . file, No. 85, to provide for the navigation of Skunk river, 
245.

H . R . file, No. 27, on loans, passed the Senate, 255.
pass w ithout amendment by the Senate and returned, 

263,
relative to holding D istrict Courts, &c., 273, 274. 
presented by Senate for signature, 277. 
several, &c., indefinitely postponed by Senate, 283. 
presented by the Senate, &c., &c., 287.

61
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ACTS, several presented to the Governor for his approval, 291.

several passed the Senate and concurrence thereto re
quested, 301. 

presented to the Governor for his approval, 318. 
several passed the Senate and returned , 328. 

establishing certain roads, &c., 337. 
several presented to the Governor for his approval, 

338.
several passed the Senate and returned, 339, 410, 414, 

424.
to provide for the location of the seat of Government, 

&c., 342.
presented to the Governor for his approval, 351, 374, 

3 75 ,401 ,411 ,416 . 
several presented by the Senate for the Speaker’s sig

nature, 371, 372, 423. 
several passed both Houses, &c., 381. 
to establish boundaries, &c., 388. 
several passed the Senate and signature of the Speaker 

requested, 397, 401, 410.

ANDERSON,
Charles, his seat contested by Jos. M ‘MuIIen, 8. 
proceedings thereon, 37, 41, 45, 46, 47, 49, 53, 62.

ACTION, of the House of Representatives, preparatory to admin
istering the oath of inauguration, 33. 

on Senate file, No. 1, submitted to the, 38, 44.
“ “ “ No. 2, “ “ “ 67, 115, 131,

138, 141.
on Senate file Nos. 9, 3, and 11, submitted to the, 83, 

89 90 93 94. 
on the death of Hon. R. S. Conlee, 103, 104. 
on Senate file, No. 21, Bowie reported, 113.
“ “ " Nos. 10, and 13, submitted to the, 120,

132, 136, 141. 
on Senate file, Nos. 17, and 18, submitted to the, 125,

132, 137, 141.
on Senate file, Nos. 6, and 7, submitted to the, 127,

133, 137, 140, 151, 154, 159, 195, 204.
on Senate file, Nos. 12, and 15, submitted to the, 136, 

141, 150, 156, 160, 246. 
on an act for retailing intoxicating liquors, 146, 147, 

148, 149.
on an act relative to the State library, 150, 153, 166. 

Senate file, Nos. 8, 35, and 30, submitted to the, 161, 162, 166. 
176, 246, 308.

H. R. file, No. 48, to authorize I. A. Lefevre, &c., 167.
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A CTION  OF T H E  HOUSE
Senate file, Nos. 16, 28, 36, submitted to the, 168,177, 181, 196, 

202, 246, 283, 366. 
substitute for H. R. file, No. 24,168. 
on Morton’s resolution relative to protest, 170, 171. 
on Senate file, and several acts submitted to, 172. 
to the consideration of amendments, &c., 174, 175. 
on Senate file, No. 27, tow*nships, &c., 177, 181, 201, 

213.
on Senate file, Nos. 45, 46, and 47, submitted to the 186, 

187, 188.
on amendments of Senate, H . R. file, No. 13, 187. 
on the improvement of Desmoines river, 192, 198, 205. 
on Senate file Nos. 32, 36, and 48, submitted to the, 

198, 239, 279, 284, 369. 
on Senate file Nos. 21, and 53, submitted to the, 200, 

217, 239.
on H. R. file, No. 34, resolved itself in committee of 

the whole on said bill, 203. 
on Senate file No. 8, Congressional district, 203, 204, 

355.
on Senate file, No. 20, duties of Auditor of State, 209, 

246, 262, 288. 
on H. R. file, No. 52, disposition of school funds, 224, 

296.
on Senate file, No. 40, duties of Governor, 227, 246, 

252.
on Senate file, No. 61, authorizing Co. Commissioners, 

234,353.
on Senate file, No. 58, to locate a road, &c., 239. 
on Senate file, Nos. 57, 64, and 65, concurrence re

quested, 240, 263, 277. 
on H. R. file, No. 43, creating board of public works, 

240, 241. 
on Bribery case, 241. 
on M r Coolbaugh’s communication, 247. 
onH . R. file, No. 43, with Senate’s amendment, for the 

improvement of Desmoines river, 249. 
on H. R. file, No. 85, on loan to defray expenses, &e., 

.250, 251. .
on Senate file, No 31, regulating election of District 

Judges, 253, 262. 
on Senate file, No. 54, to locate a road, &c , 253, 263. 
on H. R. file, No. 75, to establish new counties, &c., 

253
on H. R. file, No. 51; relative to district courts, 264, . 

273.
on several bills passed by the Senate, requested, 268, 
on Senate file, No, 19, concerning justices of the peace,

several bills from the Senate, submitted for, 269.
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A C T IO N  O F  T H E  H O U SE .
on the jo in t resolution relative to the adjournment of the 

Genera] Assem bly, 269. 
on the amendments to H . R. file, No, 37, 271. 
on the Senate bill, No. 16, 271. 
on message of the Senate on bill No. 55, mail route, 

&c., 272.
on amendments of the Senate to the bill of the H ouse, 

No. 29, relative to intoxicating, liquors, &c., 275.
H . R. file, No- 27, requested, &c., 277.
Senate file, No- 69, Robert Reed to collect tax, &c., 277.

No. 70, to incorporate Farm ington, 277, 289, 307, 349, 
350

H . R . file, No. 76, to establish State road, See., 277.
N o. 51, holding district courts, Sec , 279.
N o. 83, to vacate public square, Sec., 279, 280.
No. 27, the amendments of Senate on, 280.
No. 94, incorporate the city of K eokuk, 292, 293. 

Senate file, No. 32, election of U . S . Senator, 295, 300.
“ “ No. 36, “ of attorney general of S tate, 295.

H . R . file, No. 108, on immoral practices, 298.
on jo in t resolution of the Senate, No. 6. 
relative to M exican w ar, 305.

H . R . file, No. 51, part agreed to, &c. 306.
on the amendments of the Senate to.
No. 52, disposition of school fund, 306. 
on message from the Senate relative to bill of the H ouse, 

No. 5 1 ,3 0 9 . 
on bill of the Senate, No. 61, 309.
No. 104, payment of expenses, &c. 311.
No. 43, Board of Public W orks, 312.

Senate file, No. 81, to locate seat of justice, &c. 317, 357.
No. 85, to authorize the appointment of Co. agent, Sec. 

317, 357.
/ No 63, to provide for the location of the seat of govern

ment, &c. 319, 333.
No. 41, relative to electors, &c. 327, 357, 366.
N o. 84. to duties of State and County Officers, 327,

357.
No. 79. to duties and pow ers of D istrict Judges,

327, 357.
on Jo in t Resolution H . R . file N o. 28, 336.
No. 73. relative to the sale of land, &c. 337, 359,

366.
No. 87. on incorporations, Sec. 337, 381.
N o. 90. for the partition of property, &c. 337, 359.
N o. 77. to locate and establish State road, 337.

H . R . file, No. 28. Jo in t Resolution changing names, Sec. 339.
Senate file, No. 94. to change the name of, &c. 341, 367.

No. 88. relative to State Governm ent, 341.
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No. 92. to salt springs, &c. 341, 359, 364, 381,

399, 410.
H. R. tile, No. 75. on new counties, &c. 341, 361.

No. 96. to provide for the collection of demands,
341, 359, 372.

Senate file, No. 72. for the poor, &c. 342, 411, 414.
No. 72. joint resolution, 343.

H. R. file, No. 113. on appropriations, 345.
No. 88. on revenue, &c. 346, 359, 367.

Senate file, No. 36. on incorporations, 349, 360.
H. R. file, No. 43. on public works, 350.

Senate file, No. 98. on boundaries, &c. 352, 367.
No. 24. on city of Du Buque, &c. 353.
No. 76. on charter of Burlington, 357.
No. 78. on practice of law, 357, 367,.387.
No. 87. on general incorporations, 358, 364.
■ No. 100. to legalize the acts of justice of the peace,

360, 367.
H. R. file, No. 49. on amendments of the Senate, 361.

Senate file, No. 6. Mexican war, 365, 375.
H. R. file, No. 76. Senate amendment, 368.

Senate file, No. 23. public works, 372, 384, 395, 401.
No. 75. to elect members of Congress, 372, 399, '

403.
No. 86. on docket fees, &c. 372.
No. 102. repealing act, 372, 399.
No- 103. on roads, &c. 372, 399.

on King’s minority report, and resolution 
relative to the Mexican war, 376, 380. 

Senate file, No. 80. . on penitentiary, 380, 394, 403, 412.
No. 82. on probate of wills. &c. 380, 394, 402.
No. 101. on Supreme Court, &c. 381.
No. 104. to appoint engineer, &c. 381, 393, 406.
No. 89. relative to the admission of Iowa, 381, 393.
No. 93. on State roads, &c. 381, 393, 403, 423,

424.
H. R. file, No. 130. to establish a university, 382.

No. 45. concerning costs and fees, 384.
Senate file, No. 99. on militia, 399.

No. 66. on common schools, 401, 412, 421, 422.
No, 108. on publication of acts, 401.

H. R. file, No. 130. to establish a State university, 407.
Senate file, No. 110. duty of auditors, 409, 417.

No. 111. relative to appropriations, 409, 417.
No. 112. joint resolution, 409.

Assembling and names of the members of the House, 3.
Auditor’s report, 21.
A PPE N D IX , minutes of proceedings of the committee on Bribery 

437.
rules for government of the House, 473.
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Briggs, Governor, inaugural address, 33.
several bills for signature presented to, 164,

BILLS INTRODUCED, and subsequent action thereon.
relative to school fund, 37, 42, 44, 45, 66T 

71, 72,78, 121. 
authorizing Elizabeth Blackwell to sell 

real estate, 40, 44, 49, 53, 61. 
to divide county of Clinton, 40, 45, 49, 54. 
relating to security for costs, 40, 45, 113, 

116.
in relation to the punishment of frauds, 44, 

54, 113, 116. 
to repeal act authorizing clerk of Lee 

county to transcribe records, 53, 61, 67, 
83, 93.

relative to mechanics liens, 61, 67, 75. 
to provide compensation to an agent, &c.

78, 84, 113, 116, 124,414, 421. 
for vacating town plats, 79, 84, 89. 
to regulate ju ry  trials before justices of the 

peace, &c. 79, 84. 
to consolidate the offices in each organized 

county of the State, 89, 94, 109. 
to change the name of the town of Prairie- 

la-Porte, 89, 94, 120, 157. 
to establish the place of holding township 

elections, 90, 109, 113, 116, 124, 130. 
to provide a loan, &c. 90, 99, 102, 103. 
to provide for holding of general elections, 

93 ,110, 111, 114, 116 ,288 ,297 ,301 , 
337.

to postpone the annual session of the su
preme court, 100. 

to repeal certain parts of an act regulating 
marriages, 102, 128, 138. 

ices to introduce, 107, 108, 110, 114. 
relative to the duties of clerks, &c. 109, 

116, 132, 158, 166. 
relative to the salaries of certain officers, 

109, 114, 185, 197, 200, 202, 229. 
to diminish the number of grand jurors, 

109, 116, 183. 
to define the duties of prosecuting attor

neys, &c. 113, 123, 183, 190, 194, 196, 
229.

authorizing settlement, &c. 115, 123. 
to provide for taking the enumeration, 115, 

129, 134, 138, l80. 
supplemental to an act on school funds 117,

125, 180.

No. 1.

No. 2.

No. 3.
No. 4.

No. 5.

No. 6.

No. 7.
No. 8.

No. 9.
No. 10.

No. 11.

No. 12.

No. 13.

No. 14.
No. 15.

No. 16.

No. 17.

Several n
No. 18.

No. 19.

No. 20.

No. 21.

No. 22.
No. 23.

No. 24.
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BILLS INTRODU CED, and subsequent action thereon.
to amend an act for organization of town

ships, 122, 135, 150, 157, 160. 
to change the name of Chaldea, 122, 129,

134, 138, 156. 
to provide for the navigation of Skunk

river, 122, 129, 262, 271, 291. 
providing for rotation in office, 122, 129, 

161 .
relative to vote on license for the retailing 

of intoxicating spirits, 125, 138, 144, 
146, 157, 160,252,275,291. 

to provide for the election of County Com- 
jnissioner, 125, 135, 146,156. 

to attach a tier of Townships to Black 
Hawk county 128, 140. 

prescribing the time, &c., holding election 
for U. S. Senators, 128, 140, 149, 151. 

making: iudaments, liens on real estate, 
128, 140,367. 

to incorporate the town of Fairfield, 128*
135, 185, 203, 234. 

regulating general elections, 129,140,165,
288, 342'".

to review and relocate a road, 135, 140, 
149, 151, 161, 180. 

relative to State Library, &c., 135, 150, 
173, 176, 291 i ■ 

to repeal an act relative to sheep, 139, 
156, 164.

to provide for the selection and location of 
lands, &c., 140, 165. 

to prevent locating lands within 5 miles of 
Des Moines river, 153, 159, 166, 186. 

to change the name of Newton city, 153,
159, 166, 178, 221. 

to locate, &c., a State University, 153,
160, 353.

creating a Board of Public W orks, &c., 
158,175, 192, 198, 205, 210, 240, 337. 

to locate the Iowa State University, 158, 
176, 353.

to amend an act concerning costs, &c., 158, 
176, 324, 358, 360, 384, 391, 393, 410, 
412, 423, 424. 

to locate a State roajl, &c., 164, 176, 179, 
187, 221.

relocate a State road, &c., 164, 176, 179, 
222 .

authorize to keep ferrv, &c., 165, 173, 
178, 181.

No. 25.

No. 26.

No. 27.

No. 28.

No. 29.

No. 30.

No. 31.

No. 32.

No. 33.

No. 34.

No. 35.

No. 36.

No. 37.

No. 38.

No. 39.

No. 40.

No. 41.

' No. 42.

No. 43.

No. 44.

No. 45.

No. 46.

No. 47.

No. 48.
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BILLS INTRODUCED , and subsequent action thereon.
No. 49. to authorize general incorporations, &c.,

165, 176, 218, 233, 317, 363.
No. 50. locate county seat in county of Jones, 173,

185, 189,191, 209, 222.
No. 51. fixing the time of holding district courts in

the State, 174, 186, 263, 279, 309, 315.
No. 52. relative school fund, 179, 186, 224, 282,

2 8 5 ,2 9 5 ,2 9 7 ,4 0 1 ,4 0 9 .
No. 53. to locate State read, Jones and Cedar coun

ties, 180, 185, 189, 191, 337, 338.
No. 54. to locate State road, &c., 180, 185, 189,

191, 201, 229.
No. 55. improvement of stock, .180,243, 259.
No. 56. regulating mills and millers, 185, 190,

194, 202.
No. 57. to establish boundaries of counties, &c.,

185, 190,194, 196,222.
No. 58. to locate State road, &c., 189, 195, 200,

202, 224, 229.
No. 60. to provide county courts,&c., 189,195,310.
No. 61. defining the duties of county surveyors,

189, 195.
No. 62. to amend an act on Territorial roads, &c.,

189, 195, 213.
No. 63. relative to supreme courts, 194, 396, 410.
No. 64. relalivetoroadsandhighways,201,213,222.
No. 65. to divide the township of Farmington, &c.

201.
No. 66. to change the name of Knoxville, 201, ' 

214, 222.
No. 67. relative to juries and verdict in certain ca

ses, 202.
No. 68. to continue Territorial road, &c., 208, 244,

262, 269, 274.
No. 69. to locate State road, &c., 209, 233, 263.
No. 70. to establish a system of common schools,

211, 260, 267, 315, 332.
No. 71. to locate State road, &c., 212,263,269,274.
No. 72. defining crimes and punishments, 216, 243,

245, 214.
No. 73. relative to assessment and collection of

revenue, 216, 310.
No. 74. substituted in lieu of No. 61, 231, 260.
No. 75. to establish new counties, &c., 222, 229,

253 363.
No. 76. to establish State road, &c., 229, 243, 246,

2 7 2 ,2 8 1 ,2 8 9 ,3 6 8 .
No. 77. concerning water crafts, &c., 229, 267,

287, 295, 336, 338, 355, 381.
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BILLS INTRODUCED, and subsequent action thereon.
to provide for finishing the public build

ings in Washington county, 236, 262, 
269, 274.

to keep ferry aoross the M ississippi, &c.,
236, 289.

dispensing with proof in certain cases,
237, 260, 268. 

to locate a road, 244, 301, 305. 
to prohibit the vending of patent medicine,

244, 261, 408. 
to vacate public square, &c., 244, 255, 291. 
relative to births, marriages and deaths, 

244, 390, 408. 
to provide a loan to defray expenses, &c., 

250, 251, 255. 
relative to evidence by the oath’of parties, 

252, 390, 408. 
relativejto grocery license, &e., 252. 
to provide revenue, &c., 256, 295, 324, 

346, 396.
relative to the amendment of Constitution, 

259, 275, 281, 297, 310. 
to convey certain real estate, 259, 267, 

281 ,289. 
for the relief of the poor, 266. 
to relocate Territorial road, &c., 266, 305. 
for extendingjhe powers of county com

missioners, &c., 266, 276, 281, 289, 
397, 401.

to incorporate the city of Keokuk, 266, 
276, 287, 352, 369, 374. 

for the improvement of sheep, 267, 276. 
collection of demands, &c., 267, 276, 281, 

289, 391.
incorporating towns, 267, 294, 297, 301. 
to require certain officers to hold their of

fices at the county seat, 275, 288, 327, 
338.

to hold district court in Benton county,
281, 293, 410. 

relative to Wills and Administrators, &c.,
282, 294, 297, 310, 372. 

to incorporate trustees, &c., 282, 294. 
to regulate interest, 290. 
to legalize the official acts-of justices of the

peace of Monroe county, 291, 301, 310, 
317.

No. 104. to provide for the payment of expenses in
curred in relation to the difficulties in 
1839, 291, 301, 354.

No. 78.

No. 79.

No. 80.

No. 81.
No. 82.

No. 83.
No. 84.

No. 85.

No. 86.

No. 87.
No. 88.

No. 89.

No. 90.

No. 91.
No. 92.
No. 93.

No. 94.

No. 95.
No. 96.

No. 97.
No. 98.

No. 99.

No. 100.

No. 101.
No. 102.
No. 103.
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BILLS INTRODUCED, &c.
No. 105. relative to the payment of debts, &e., 292,

310, 343.
No. 106. relative to the rights of married women,

292, 293, 301, 305, 310, 372.
No. 107. to repeal the charter of F t. Madison, 297,

397, 401.
No. 108. to prevent immoral practices, 298, 342.
No. 109. to establish a State road, &c., 302, 358,

363.
No. 110. to legalize the acts of C. W. Hobbs, &c.,

306, 358, 363.
No. 111. relative to State, district and county offi

cers, &c., 306, 373, 387, 410, 419.
No. 112. to establish a State road, &c., 306, 355.
No. 113. making appropriations for the support of a

State Government, &c., 306, 344, 345, 
42.3.

No. 114. to establish the prices of public printing,
325,410.

No. 115. to construct dam, &c., 326, 360.
No. 116. to regulate State roads, 326,370, 381, 391,

402.
No. 117. for the relief of J .  Wilson, 332, 349, 360,

363.
No. 118. to establish a State road, 338 ,352 ,358 ,

370.
No. 119. to establish a State road, 339, 352, 358,

370.
No. 120. to regulate blacks and mulattos, 841, 353.
No. 121. to authorize vote on Poor House, 342.
No. 122. on stay law, &c., 342, 353, 411, 422.
No. 123. on public buildings in Washington county,

342, 360, 363.
No. 124. on criminal returns, 342, 360, 381, 391.
No. 125. to vacate part of Territorial road, &c., 351,

381.
No. 126. relative to holding courts in the 1st judi

cial district, 352, 365, 397, 401. 
i .  No. 127. to locate a State road, &c., 362, 381, 391,

No. 128. “ “ “ 3 6 3 ,401 ,420 ,
421.

- No. 129. to locate a State road, &c., 363, 364, 381,
391.

No. 130. to locate and establish a State University,
365, 370, 382, 402, 407, 420.

No. 131. to hold courts in Jones county, 365, 402.
No. 132. for relief of the poor, 375, 401, 420.
No. 133. on roads, &c., 375, 410, 420.
No. 134. “ 375, 401.
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No. 135.

No. 136.

No. 137.
No. 138.

No. 139.
No. 141.

No, 142.
No. 143.

/ \
No* 144. j

B IL L S  IN T R O D U C E D , &c.
(a  substitu te) on the rights of m arried 

women, 382. 
relative to the tw o U . ,S, Senators, & c .,' 

383, 392. 
an act to repeal, &c., 384, 392. 
relative to State Scrip, to pay, &c., 384, 

392.
an act to repeal, &c., 387, 388, 401. 
to authorize T . J .  N ew by to dispose of real 

estate, 411, 414. 
relative to a w harf boat, 411. 
to provide for the compensation of mem

bers, officers and prin ters of the G ener
al Assem bly, & c., 418, 419, 431. 

system of common schools, 422.
B IL L S , notice to introduce,

32, 33, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 44, 61, 7 0 ,8 3 ,8 7 , 95, 107, 
108, 114, 115, 117, 121, 122, 125, 127, 133, 139, 145, 
157 ,174 , 179, 183, 188, 1 9 3 ,2 0 0 ,2 0 6 , 2 0 7 ,2 1 1 ,2 2 8 , 
243, 249, 256, 273, 296, 338.

Bribery, M r K ing’s statem ent in  relation thereto, 54, 55, proceed
ings in  relation to the case of, 56, 57, 58, 78, 87, 89, 
1 1 0 ,1 1 7 ,1 2 1 .

B row ne, Jesse  B., address on accepting the office of Speaker, 9.
C A L L  of the H ouse, 9, 29, 46, 48, 53, 71, 95, 426.
Coolbaugh, W m F . communication of presented, 247.
Costs and fees, 149.
Convention of both Houses to canvass votes cast for Governor, 30. 

to inaugurate Gov. Briggs, 33. 
to elect U nited States Senators, 95. 
all members of both Houses present at, 95. 
adjourn until 5th January , 47, 98.

C O M M IT T E E  of the W hole,
proceedings on G overnor’s message, 42.
on the bill of the H ouse, 111.
proceedings on H . R. file, No. 13, 124.
w ith sundry amendments, 126 , 131.
on Senate tile No- 6, relative to M exican w ar, 151.
consideration of H . R. rile, No. 28, rotation in office, 161.
on Senate file, No. 8, Congressional district, &c., 187.
on D es M oines river bill, 192.
on H . R. file, No. 19, relative to salaries and payment, 

&c., 197.
on H . R. No. 34, relative to tow n of Fairfield, 203. 
to consider H . R . No. 49, on incorporation, 218. 
to consider Senate file, No. 19, concerning justices 

of the peace, 2 G3. 
on H . R. No. 74, defining duties of county surveyors, 

&c., 278.
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C O M M ITTEE of the Whole.
on H. R. file, No. 97, for consideration, 294.
for consideration of H. R. file, No. 88, &c., 328, 329.
of bill No. 70, on schools, &c., 332.
of Senate bill, 72, on public and private acts, 343.
H . R . file, No. 113, on ap p ro p ria tio n s, 344 , 345 .
H. R. file, No. 114, public printing, 397.
Senate file, No. 80, relative to the Penitentiary, 403. 

CO M M ITTEE, select,
on electoral district, 72.
to report the present condition of the State penitentiary, 

85.
M r Day’s resolution relative to S. T. Marshall laid on 

the table, 92. 
appointed to examine into the State penitentiary, 101. 
protest against the conduct of, 117. 
motion referred to, 126.
from each senatorial district, to draft memorial, 132. 
Hebard’s motion for, 149.
the speaker announced, on H. R. file, No. 51, 188. 
on improvement of Desmoines river, 200. 
on H. R. file, No. 68 , report the same, &c., 
on bribery case, submit the result of their investigation, 

&o„ 236.
H. R. file, No. 83, referred to, 255,

Clarke’s, Governor, message, 10.
Committee appointed to inform the Senate of the organization of 

the House, 7. 
to draft rules for the government of the House, 7. 
to wait on the Rev. Dr Woods and request him to open 

the session with prayer, 7. 
to examine credentials of members, 4. 
to wait on the Governor and inform of the organization 

of the two Houses, 9. 
to notify the Senate that the House was ready to go into 

convention to canvass the votes cast for Governor, 
30.

to inquire into the charge of bribery, 56. 
to district the State into judicial districts, 72. 
to investigate the present condition of State penitenti

ary, 93.
to investigate the bribery case and report the same,

on schools, instructed to report, 117. 
of two, with a like committtee of the Senate, to report 

when General Assembly shall close, 145. 
Committees be instructed to report bills as soon as practicable, 149. 
Committee appointed on claims discharged, &c., 152.

reported as correctly engrossed bills, Nos. 40, and 41, 
164.
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Committee on in ternal im provem ents, H . R , file, No. 27 , w ith  an 
amendment, 236.

■CHIEF C L E R K  authorized to make arrangements w ith  the post 
master of Iow a City, 9. 

requested to furnish  laws and journals of previous ses
sions, 30.

authorized to furnish stationery, & c., 321. 
communication from, concerning postage, 43. 
notes by, 56, 63, 43
to inform the Senate that the H ouse w ill be prepared 

to receive them , and elect U nited States Senators,
107, n o .

to request the concurrence of the Senate, 115, 117, 
124, 126, 130, 1 3 ), 138. 

to employ an A ssistant, 207. 
report of, to the H ouse, &c, 232.

D E C IS IO N  of the Speaker, reversed, 73.
“  “  sustained, 118.
“  “  appealed from, 118.
“ “  “  “  119.
“  “ given on Bonham’s motion, 369.
“ “  acquiesced in by the H ouse, 369.

on the question of order given, 407.
Bonham appeals from the, 408. 
the H ouse sustains the, 408.

D E S  M O IN E S  riv er grant, 149.
subject of referred  to committee, 149. 
by Congress', approved and considered, 166. 
im provem ent of, considered, 192, 200.

E D IT O R S , invited w ithin the B ar of the H ouse, 7.
Enum eration of inhabitants, 149.
E lection and' salaries of various officers, 149.
E lection of Speaker, 4.

C hief C lerk, 6.
A ssistant C lerk, 6.
Sergeant-at-A rm s, 6.
Firem an, 6 .

E L E C T IO N , considerations and amendments of bill on, 174, 175.
i C  U  (t £t it 187.

G R O C E R Y  L IC E N S E , 8 3 ,8 7 ,1 0 1 ,  105, 107, 108, 1 1 4 ,1 2 7 , 
144, 146.

IN A U G U R A L  A ddress of G overnor Briggs, 33.
Incidental P rin ting , how disposed of, 10.
Investigating Committee, addition to, 58, 60, 76, 77, 87.

to proceed and term inate their labors, 112.
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JOURNALS of the House
Protests in the case of attempt at bribery to be spread 

upon, 117.
constitutional right to spread upon the, 118. 
decision of the Speaker noticed, 118. 
the House refused to permit protest to be on the, 120. 
vote to give the printing of to Iowa Standard, 402.

- reconsideration of said vote, 430.
printing of given to the Hawk Eye, 430. 
live hundred copies ordered to be printed, and how dis

tributed, 423.

j o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n , No. 1, in relation to U. S. Senators, 40, 
41, 45, 48, 66.

No. 2. authorizing auditor to audit account of expen
ses of Convention, 40, 67.

No. 2. Secretary of State to procure a seal, 49, 68, 
410.

No. 3. in reference to Supreme Judges and U. S.
. Senators, 67, 68, 69, 74, 75.

/  No. 4. providing for the election of U. S. Senators,
80, 81, 83, 92.

No. 5. relative to State penitentiary, 94.
No. 8. to erect dams within the State of Missouri,

115, 123, 130, 157, 16], 164.
No. 9. declaring the number of votes required, &c.

116.
No. 11'. to extend mail route, &c. 122, 130, 133, 138. 

I No. 12. to allow expenses of Convention, &c. 124,141.
No. 13. in relation to printing bills, 133, 138, 157, 

161, 164.
No. 14. to establish mail route, &c. 139, 141, 150,156, 

157, 160, 180.
No. 15. relative to pay of members, &c. 145, 158. 
several passed the Senate, 161.
No. 16. relative to Cedar river, 184, 191, 198, 221. 
No. 17. to pay C. A. Robbins, 184, 191, 213, 233, 

317, 338.
No. 18. relative to adjournment of General Assembly, 

187, 195.
No. 19. relative to mails, &c. 189, 195, 202, 221.
No. 20. relative to mail routes, 189, 195, 202, 221, 

263.
No. 21. relative to mail route, 243, 245.
No. 28. for the election of Supreme Judges, 261.
No. '23. relative to the adjournment of General Assem

bly, 269, 276.
No. 24. to promote temperance, 272, 276.
No. 25. providing for the adjournment, 280.
No. 26. to extend a mail route, 315, 360.
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JO IN T  RESO LU TION S. /L  ' ■ ’ ■
No. 27. removal of the seat of Government of the U.

States, 324, 343.
No. 28. to change the name of the Mississippi river, 

336, 339.
No. 29. relative to printing the laws, 362.
No. 30. relative to bridges, &e. 373, 390.
No. 32. relative to interest, &c. 411.
No. 36. relative to superintendent of penitentiary. 420. 
No. 38. relative to finishing State House, &c. 424.

Judicial and congressional districts, 149. 
districts, consideration on, 158.

LIB R A R IA N ,
appointed by the Governor, 153. '■ ■

M EM O R IA L
of several of the legal profession relative to Supreme 

Court, 114.
H. R. file, No. 1, 125, 130, 134, 139. 
to Congress, to improve navigation of Mississippi river, 

127.
committee to draft a, to Congress, 132.
H . R. file, No. 2, 135, 140. 
to Congress for grant of land, 256.

Message of Governor Clarke, 10.
from the Senate, 33, 38, 44, 53, 54, 66, 71, 73, 76, 83, 

9 1 ,9 2 ,9 4 , 99, 102, 104, 114, 120 ,123 ,125 ,126 , 
131, 134, 154, 161, 168, 172, 178, 186, 191, 194,
198, 200, 209, 214, 217, '221, 223, 227, 234, 238,
240, 252, 255, 256, 263, 268, 269, 276, 2S3, 287,
301, 309, 311, 315, 317, 327, 336, 337, 339, 34l,
352, 358, 360, 371, 372, 380, 388, 396, 401, 403,
410, 413, 414, 423, 432, 433, 435. 

proceedings on Governor’s, 43.
Morton, J .  T ., appointed Speaker pro tem, 3.

O R G A N IZA TIO N  of courts and practice, 149.
Olmstead moves to exclude M r King’s statement from journals, 57. 

“ “ to consider the message from the Senate, 71.
“ “  to excuse the absentees from attending, 71.
“ “ raised the question of order, appeals from the de

cision, 73.
“  “  a resolution on bribery and corruption, 152.

Order, questions decided,
in relation to the minority report_in the case of C. An

derson, 52.
any of the House rescinded or changed, &c., 73.

PET IT IO N S, presented from citizens of Keokuk, 8, 40, 112. 
of W est Point, 32. 
of Montrose, 06.
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PETITIO N S, presented from citizens, 
of Clayton county, 66, 255. 
of Jefferson county, 66, 101, 104, 182, 193, 372’. 
of Des Moines county, 83, 105, 163, 243. 
of Black Hawk county, 83. 
of Scott county, 87, H I ,  120, 151, 170, 215, 332. 
of Van Buren county, 87, 105, 106, 112, 157, 173,- 

182, 226, 316. 
of Keosauqua, 87.
of Jones county, 91, 111, 163, ]82, 362. 
of Clinton county, 104, 120. 
of Washington county, 104, 105, 139, 216, 272. 
of Jackson county, 104, 106.
of Henry county; 105, 106, 114, 182, 215, 296, 361. 
ladies of Mount Pleasant, Henry county, 105.
Nathan Graham of Lee county, 105.
citizens of Mahaska county, 105, 112.
of Linn county, 106, 139, 152.
of Lee county, 106, 122, 123, 152, 182,215, 371.
of Cedar county, 106.
of Muscatine county, 106, 107, 120, 226.
of Henry and Washington counties, 107.
Wapello county, i107.
of Daniel Henry and others, 111.
citizens Johnson county and others, 112, 200.
of Davis county and others, 112, 152.
of Delaware county, 120, 249.
of Grandview, 124.
of State of Iowa, 126, 215, 235, 356.
of Marion and Polk county, 126.
of Washington and Jefferson county, 133, 193.
presented and signed by Smyth and others, 178.
of Jasper county, 193.
of Benton county, 199, 200.
several noticed, 227.
relative to difficulties in relation to southern boundary 

of Iowa, 235. 
of sundry citizens Monroe county, 265. 
of sundry citizens of Iowa city to appoint, &c., 278. 
from sundry citizens of several counties, &c., 290. 
of Van Buren and Davis counties, 290. 
of Jefferson and Wapello counties, 325. 
of Benton county and others, 325.
A . M ‘Pherrin’s to be excused, &c., 331. 
from citizens of Washington, Johnson and Muscatine 

counties, 357. 
from Washington and Jasper counties, &c., 362. 
from Jackson and Jones counties, &c., 362. 
of Cedar county and others, 388. 
of Iowa city and Johnson county, 388.

Provide for selecting the five hundred thousand acre grant, 149.
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.Probate law , to enquire into the expediency of a, 240, 248., -
Pro test of S. T . M arshall, 69.

of M r M 'P h e rr in  against the adjournm ent, 101. . . .  
M r M atson read paper purporting  to he, 117. 
to he spread on the journals refused, 1.20.
M r M ontague gave notice to enter a, 120.
M r D ay’s resolution concerning, 163. 
relation to prisoners in  custody, 169. 
action on, 170, 171. 
o f I. C . D ay, reasons for, 184.

Public printing, 149.
R E M O N S T R A N C E S , Lym an B uck, 111.

of sundry  citizens o f V an B uren  county, 157.
“  “  of union tow nship, D es M oines

county, 163. 
of sundry citizens of D avenport, &c., 182.

“  “ K eokuk , 280.
“ “ L ee  county, 370.

R iver Desmoines, im provem ent of, 123, 192.
river M ississippi, relative to the obstructions of, 127.

“  Skunk , im provem ent of, 133.
R E P O R T , of th e  committee on elections in  relation to eligibility 

of m em bers, 7. 
of committee appointed to inform the Senate that the 

H ouse was organized, 9. 
of committee appointed to draft ru les, 36. 
c lerk  Desmoines county presented , 41. 
of committee on elections, in the case of C. A nderson, 

49, 53.
of committee on claims, in  relation to jo in t resolution, 

No. 1, 60, 61, 79. 
of m inority, in the case of C. A nderson, 63 . 66. 
from select committee on license law , 108.

“ committee on public buildings submitted, 134.
“ “  incorporations subm itted, 134.

of the “  tow nship, &c., on H . R . file, No.
25, 141, 142.

of Secretary  o f State, relative to census, A . D . 1846, 
142.

of Secretary  of State, relativn  to the value of real and 
personal property , 143. 

from the committee on tow nship, 145. 
relative to license for re tailing  liquors, &c., 146. 
relative to several necessary  acts of this session, 149. 
of committee on county and tow nship, & c., 150. 
claims, relative to m em orial of A . G raham , 152. 
on schools, relative to State L ib rary , 153 j'159 . v^ 
of committee on H . R . file, N o. 30, reported  hack to 

the H ouse and rejected, 156. 
on H . R . file, No. 18, bv committee, w ith amendments. 

158. - y

63
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R EPO R TS, &c.
on H. R. file, No. 38, recommend its rejection, 164. 
relative to the improvement of the Desmoines river, 

165.
relative to incorporate the town of Fairfield, 174. 
relative to the close of the present session, 183. 
Hebard’s hill on public works, &c , 192, 193. 
on roads and highways, &c. 194. 
on township organization, &c., 201.
M inority submitted, on township organization, &c., 

201.
several noticed, 208.
on H . R file, No. 49, general incorporations, 218,219. 
from committee on claims, 228.

“ “ roads and highways, &c,, 228.
in the case of S. T  Marshall, 229. 
on enrolled bills, 229. 
from committee on township, &c., 232.

“ standing committee on new counties, 232. 
on H. R. file, No. 75, with amendments, 243. 
several considered, 244. 
on H. R. file, No. 76, State roads, &c , 251. 
of Hebard, hill No. 88, H. R., 256. 
relative to the pay of members, included between 19th 

Dec., 1846, and 4th Jan., 1847, 257. 
to legalize certain surveys, &c., 257, 258, 259. 
on claims, &c., 265,266. 
on petition of sundry citizens, &e., 267.
House proceeds to consider, &c., 207. 
on H. R. file, No. 51, with amendments, &c., 273. 
on Senate bill, No. 36, 274. 
on internal improvements, &c., 274. 
on duties of Auditor, Senate bill, No. 20, 274. 
relative to elections, on bills Nos. 15, 35, 279, 281. 
on bill No. 83, w ith amendments, 279. 
minority, by leave, to differ, on H. R. file, No. 89, rela

tive to the Constitution, 281.
Sells’, on H. R. file, No. 89, 281.
on H. R. file, No. 52, on school funds, 282.

“ “ No. 45, on costs, &c., 290.
on several bills, recommended, &c., 296. 
on Senate file, No. 70, to incorporate the city of Farm 

ington, 297. 
relative to the M exican war, 302. 
relative to joint conferees on H . R. file, No. 51, 313. 
several considered, 314, 315. 
on joint conferees, &c., 317, 326.

“ “ “ 337.
on bill of the Senate, No. 8, to divide the State into Con

gressional districts, &c., 339. 
on bills Nos. 42, and 44, H. R. file, 339.
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REPORTS, &c.
on petitions, &c., 340.
on H . R . file, No. 88, on revenue, 346.
of Smyth, and asked to be discharged, &c., 351.
H . R . file, No. 63, relative to suprem e courts, 363.

“ “  No. 82, “  patent medicines, 363.
“  “ No. 130, “  university , &c., 370.
‘‘ “  No. I l l ,  on elections, 373, 374.

on petitions, &c., 374. 
on the M exican w ar, & c.,376 . 
relative to claims, &c., 389, 390.
K insm an’s, 394.
from the select committee, 394.
on claims, 416.
relative to the disagreeing vote of the two H ouses on 

H . R . file, No. 45, &c., 425.
R E S O L U T IO N  O F  M r Day', in  reference to the num ber of offi

cers of the H ouse, 6.
M r  D ay, for C hief C lerk  to receive proposals to do the 

incidental printing, 7.
G oodrell, to allow editors to take seats w ith in  the bar, 7. 
Sells, to appoint committee to draft ru les, 7.
Cochran, to adopt ru les of last L egislature, pro tem. 7. 
M ontague, to authorize C hief C lerk to w ait upon the 

postm aster, 9.
H ebard, to appoint committee to w ait upon the G over

nor, 9.
Sells, authorizing C hief C lerk to employ proprietors of 

the Standard to do the incidental printing, 10. 
M ontague, to have the members furnished w ith Law s 

and Journals, 30.
Leffingwell, to have new spapers furnished the mem

bers, 35.
Sells, to refer a portion of the G overnor’s message, 40. 
Cochran, in  reference to auditing accounts of late Con

vention, 42.
Cochran, giving ex-G overnors seats w ith in  the bar, 42. 

^d isag ree ing  to action of the Senate on jo in t resolution, 
No. 1, 48.

Sells, in reference to ineligibility of certain m em bers,48. 
Clifton, in relation to revenue, 49.
Cochran, to appoint managers to confer w ith  the Senate, 

54.
C ochran, of thanks to M r K ing, for divulging the offer 

to bribe him, 56.
Goodrell, authorizing Speaker to issue w arran t for S.

T . M arshall, 57.
Bonham, to discharge the investigating committee, 61. 
Bowie, to grant general pow ers to investigating com

m ittee, 67.
M ontague, to allow certain persons w ithin the bar, 70.
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R E S O L U T IO N S , &c.
O lmstead, to notify the Senate, 74. 
as amended on motion of M r Clifton, 75.
Bonham, to investigate the case of S. T . M arshall, 77. 
Leffingwell, to procure suitable accommodations, &c, 

for S. T . M arshall,' 79. 
to adjourn, taken from the table and read the first time, 

SO.
to notify and inform the Senate, for the purpose of elect

ing one C hief Ju s tice , &c. 85.
Smyth, that the committee change the ir rules of p ro

cedure in  b ribery  case, 87.
Cochran, testifying respect for the memory of H on. R .

S. Conlee, deceased, 103, 104.
Leffingwell, to appoint committes to report ru les for 
,■ governm ent of the tw o H ouses, &c. 107.

-'Bow ie, relative to election of U . States Senators, 110. 
D ay, relative to the righ t of instruction, 112.

. H ebard , amendm ent to D ay’s resolution, 112.
Sells, fu rth er amendment to H ebard’s resolution, 113. 
Comstock, motion on decided in  affirmative, 113. 
M orton, relative to the census, &c. of 1840, 115.
D ay, relative to the victory of N ew  O rleans, 121. 

i Cochran, relative to b ribery , &c. 121.
the G eneral A ssem bly of the State of Iow a, 122. 
Bonham, relative to compensation of firemen, 127. 
Bowie, Chief C lerk employ assistant, 144, 156. 
M 'P h e rr in , relative to p rin ting  of bills, 144.
Updegraff, relative to judges o f probate, 144.
Cochran, relative to petition of M r G raham , 145. 
Olmstead, to report w hen G eneral A ssem bly shall close, 

145.
“ on committee, on bribery, &c. 152, 163.

Day, on the 11th sec. of the 4th art. of the Constitution 
relative to protest, 163.

M orton, relative to protest, 170, 171.
Clifton, “ to the 16th sec. in  each tow nship, 175.
Comstock, “ to grand ju ro rs , &c., 180. '
Day, relative to the rules of the H ouse, 181.
Senate, relative to probate law , 240, 248. .
K ing, relative to the M exican w ar, report, &e., 248, 

249.
Leffingwell, on roads and highw ays, &c., 252.

“ relative to committee, &c., 256.
Smith, relative to the admission of Iow a into the U nion, 

262.
M ontague, that the jud iciary  committee be instructed  to 

report, &c., 265.
D ay, relative to general law s, 266.
M ‘M anus, relative to the prin ting , &c., 273.
Olmstead, “  “ use of the H all, 281.
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R ESO LU TIO N S, &c.
Anderson, relative to incidental expenses of this'G en- 

eral Assembly, &c., 291.
King, that committee on military affairs he required to 

report forthwith, &c., 292.
Cochran, to hold evening session, &c., 302.
Goodrell, relative to the conference asked by the Sen

ate on bill No. 51, 309.
/  Cochran, on the disagreeing vote, &c., 313,

Morton, to recede from the amendment of the House on 
Senate bill No. 57, 313.

Cochran, relative to the widow of the late Hon. It. S. 
Conlee, 373.

Morton, relative to the printing the journals of this 
House, 387.

the House, on Senate bill No. 92, and amendments, 
400.

Leffingwell, on compensation to clerks, 400.
Reynolds, on printing the journals, &c., 402.
Sells, on pay to Sergeant-at-Arms, &c., 404.
Goodrell, that the Auditor allow the claims, &e., 404. 
on vote of thanks to Hon. N. King, &c. 404.
Smyth, substitute for, 405.
the original, and substitute ordered to be laid on the 

table, 405.
that the fireman be allowed per day $2, 405. 
assistant fireman $1 50-100 per day, 406.
Smyth, that the thanks of this body be tendered to Gen.

Jesse B. Browne, &c. 413. 
the several laid on the table, 415.
Sells relative to S. T . M arshall, 425.

Rules for government of House, 36, 39.
report of by committee for the government ofbothHou-* 

ses while in convention, 107, 110.
S. T. Marshall taken into custody, 58.

his communications to the House, 58, 79.
his protest and affidavit, 69.
suitable accommodations authorized for, 79.
resolution relative to, &c., 121.
he allowed to appear in person or by counsel, 242.
reprimanded, 425.

School land, number of acres of, belonging to Iowa, 15.
sale of school lands, 149.

Speaker pro tern , Morton J .  T ., appointed, 3.
Hebard A. declared, 197.

Standing committees announced, 31.
committee on schools, 84.

State and county revenue, 149.
System of common schools, 149.
Senate file, joint resolution No. 1, relative to a loan, 38, 44.
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SENATE FILE, &c.
Joint Resolution No. 9, to the improvement of Muscatine island, 

83, 89, 93.
No. 3, grant of land Des Moines river, 83, 89, 93.
No. 11, mail route from Burlington to Iowa city, 83, 

90, 94.
No. 17, to pay for volunteer company at Ft Atkinson, 

125, 132, 137, 141.
No. 6, relative to Mexican war, 127, 132,137,151, 

154, 305. 
several passed the Senate, 161.
No. 30, relative to mail route to Fairfield, &c., 166. 
No. 43, relative to improvement of Iowa river, 186, 197. 
having passed both Houses, 186.
No. 42, mail route, &c., 191, 197, 202,214. 
several having passed both Houses, 191, 214, 215, 217. 
No. 59, relative to adjournment of General Assembly, 
» 2 2 1 .

No. 71, of acts public and private, 343, 366.
No. 107, room for supreme court, 388.
No. 112, providing for a set of seals, 419.
No. 115, relative to printing and distributing the laws, 

423, 424.
. TREASURER’S report, 25.
Time of holding courts, 149.

-UNITED STATES Senators, proceedings concerning 40, 41, 45, 
48, 54, 71, 74.

WILLIAMS, Jesse, communication to speaker, 27.
certificate in relation to election of State officers, 29. 

YEAS and NAYS called for, 9, 10, 29, 38, 45, 46, 46, 47, 48, 53  ̂
56, 56, 57, 57, 58, 59, 59, 59, 62, 68, 68, 69, 69, 69, 
72, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 77, 78, 78, 80, 81, 82, 82, 
85, 86, 86. 88, 88, 88, 90. 92, 93, 95, 96, 96, 97, 97, 
98, 98, 100, 101, 108, 109, 113, 118, 118, 119, 121, 
124, 127, 129, 130, 130, 130, 131, 132, 137, 137, 146, 
147, 147, 148, 155, 156, 159, 160,162, 162, 163, 165, 
167, 169, 170, 170, 171, 178, 179, 181,182,190, 196, 
198, 203, 203, 205, 207, 211, 216, 218, 224, 225, 235, 
239, 241, 241, 242, 247, 251, 254, 254, 270, 271, 
275, 278, 284, 284, 285, 285, 292, 293, 295,298, 298, 
299, 300, 305, 306, 307, 308, 308, 312, 320, 320, 320, 
321, 321,322, 322, 322, 323, 323, 329, 329, 329, 330, 
330, 334, 334, 334, 335, 335, 345, 348, 349, 350, 350,
353, 353, 354, 354, 355, 356, 361, 365, 367, 368,370,
373, 375, 377, 378, 378, 379, 379, 379,380, 380, 382, 
383, 384, 385, 387, 391, 392, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396,
401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 406, 409, 412, 415, 417,
418, 421, 421, 422, 425, 425, 426,426, 427, 428, 428, 
428, 429, 429, 430.



E r r a ta .—Page 4, line 30, from top, instead of “Dec. 26,” read 
“ Dec. 1st.”

Page 434, 11 lines from top substitute the following for 12th and 
13th lines:—

“ Ordered, That the 42d rule he suspended, and that the said res
olution he read a second and third time now,

“The 42d rule was accordingly suspended, and the same read a 
second and third time and passed.”


