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WATER QUALrTY STUDY CO~~ITTEE 

January, 1986 

The Legislative Council established the : .. ater Quality rnte: im 
Study Committee to conduct a study of groundwater and surface 
~ater pollution durir.g the 1985 legislative inter:m. The 
following memoers were appointed to the Commi:tee: 

Senator Larry Murphy, Co-chairperson 
Representative David Osterberg, Co-chairperson 
Senator Charles Bruner 
Senator Hurley Hall 
Senator Forrest Schwengels 
Senator Arne Waldstein 
Representative Dennis Black 
Representative Paul Johnson 
Representative Don Paulin 
Representative Vic Stueland 

The Committee held its initial meeting on September 18, 1985 
with the morning session being a joint meeting with the Hazardous 
Waste Disposal Site Interim Study Committee at which Director 
Stephen Ballou and several other representatives of the Department 
of Water, Air and Waste Management made a presentation oE the 
subject matter and existing programs, studies and problems. In 
the afternoon session, a presentation was made by the Geological 
Survey and State Geologist Don Koch. At the morning meeting, the 
two Committees resolved to hold hearings about the state for the 
receipt of testimony by citizens. These hearings were held as 
follows: 

October 15th - Waukon 
October 16th - Des Moines, Clinton and Waterloo 
Octoher 21st Cedar Rapids 
October 28th - Storm Lake 

On October 30th the Committee convened again and received 
extensive testimony from the following: 

1. Dr. Peter Isaacson, Department of Preventative Medicine and 
Environmental Health, University of Iowa, regarding the 
relationship between volatile organic compounds in drinking water 
and the incidence of certain cancers. 

2. Joann Muldoon 
regarding studies 
Charles City. 
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Ken 
the 

Choquette, Department of Health, 
LaBounty hazardous waste site near 
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3. 0oh~ E~=e, ~epar:ille~t cf Heal~h, regardi~g tr.e Sta:e ~ec~~:ca: 
Adv:sory Co~mittee on Toxicology. 

4. Dr. James Baker, Departmen~ of Agric~ltura: Engineering, Iowa 
State :Jniversity, regarding :nactices to reduce ~he less of 
agricultural chemicals and . subsequent degradation of ~ater 
q~a:i:y. 

5. Phi 1 
Society 

Svanoe, 
of Solid 

of the Sciid Waste 

Energy Policy Council and David Hogan, :o~a 
Waste 0gerations, regarding the recommendat:cns 
Task Force. 

6. :erry ~umke, Upper Exporerlanc Regional Planning Commission, 
regarding solid waste disposal in northeast Iowa. 

P::"oEessor R. 
:cwa, regard':"~g 

;;:rojects. 

Ra~agc;al, Department of Gecg~aphy, Uni'ler5~ty of 
the 91an~ing or design ~E g=our.cNacer resea=~~ 

8. Kevin Kessler, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
regarding the impetus for, and enactment and implementation oe, 
the I.isconsin groundwater water quality law. 

The Committee's scheduled December 2nd meeting ~as cancel:ed by 
a snowstorm and was rescheduled to December 16th. At that meeting 
the Committee discussed and amended bills and recommendations 
suggested by the members. Since only two senators participated in 
the deliberations, the Committee was unable to make any 
recommendations to the Legislative Council. 

The Co~~ittee received Legislative Council authorization to 
hold an additional meeting during the 1986 session. The Committee 
met briefly on January 14, 1'986 and recommended the following 
bills: 

1. ~SB7774, which requires the Water, Air and Waste Management 
to adopt rules for the certification of sanitary landfill 
operators, including surety bonding and requires operators to be 
certified by January-I, 1990. 

2. LS27776, which provides a state mandate that ~unicipal 
waterworks and rural water districts have their water supplies 
tested for the presence of synthetic organic compounds and 
oesticides to the extent prescribed by the Depar~~ent of Water, 
Air and Waste Management by January 1, 1989. 

3. LSB7777, which requires the Department of Water, Air and 
Waste Management to establish drinking water standards for bottled 
drinking waters and makes it a consumer fraud to advertise a water 
purification device as being more effective that the State 
Hygienic Laboratory is willing to certify. 
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4. LS37780, which requires monitoring in perpetuity of 
la~dfills associated ~ith sanlcary disposal projects operati~g 
under a state oermit that close in the euture or have closed in 
the last twenty years. 

Copies of the bills cecommended are actac~ed. ~ore eX~2nsive 
accounts of the Committee's deliberations are reflected in the 
minutes of meetings and hearings and testimony submitted Nhich a:e 
on Eile at the Legislative Service Bureau. 
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: An Act to require the certification of sanitary landfill 

2 operators and providing a penalty. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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• 

• S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 455B.133, Code 1985, is a~ended by 

2 adcing ~he fOllcwi~g new sUbseccior.: 

3 ~~; SCESECTION. 8. Es~ablish and adopc by r~le mini~um 

4 standards for the certifica(;ion of' sanitary la:1cfill 

5 operators, including surety bonding requiremen:;s, ~erms of' 

6 certificates, and p:ccedures fe: issuacc2 a~d ~enewa:. 

7 Sec. 2. N~; SECTICN. 4553.311 LANDFILL OPE?A!'CR 

9 Sa~i~a=y land!ill ope:atcrs shall be certi~ied by t~e 

10 commission in accordance with the rules adopted by the 

__ co~~ission. Applications Eo, certification shall oe en :or~s 

:'2 ~:esc=~bed and cu:nished by -:::'e ccmxr.issi·::in and. sr~a~: ~c~ 

13 contain a recent photograph of the applicant. An applicant ~s 

14 not ineligible for certification because of age, citizenship, 

15 sex, race, religion, marital status, or national origin 

16 although the application may require citizenship information. 

l7 The commission may consider the past felony record of an 

18 applicant only if the felony conviction relates directly to 

19 the practice of operation of sanitary landfills. Character 

20 references may be required, but shall not be obtained from 

21 certificate hOlders: The commission shall set the fees for 

22 certification. 

23 A person operating a sanitacY landfill after ~an~ary 1, 

24 1990 without a certificate issued by the commission is guilty 

25 of a serious misdemeanor. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 :'his bill requires the ' .. ater, air atd ' .. aste manage'!nent 

28 cC::'.::Iissicn to establish standards Eo: certifi.cat:':::n o~ 

29 sanitary landfill operacors, including surety bonding re-

30 quirements. The bill provides that any landfill opera:or not 

31 cectified by the commission after Januacy 1. 1990 is guilty c: 

32 a serious misdemeanor. 
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?assed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays 
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Approved 

A Blli FOR 

Act to require a one-time, exter.sive test :0" ~ater 
contaminants in public water supplies. 
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASS~~LY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 7776SF 71 

dsb/jw/S 



S.F. R.F. 

Section 1. The intent of this Act is to provide a rela-
2 ~ive:i' exte~sit'e ar.d cc~p~ehensive a~a:ys~s of ~~e 

3 contaminants in the w~ter supplies of the state aed to 
4 identify any patterns and probl~s with those contaminants. 
5 each municipal waterwor~s and ~ural water district shall have 
5 its wate~ tested for the presence o~ synthetic organic 
.., ;., • 1 d ..... ~ , c .. emlca.;.s an pes~:,clces. Those waterworks which participated 

8 in the depar~~ent of ~a~er, ai: and ~aste ma~a~e~er.~'s 

9 synthetic orga~ic che~ical survey are exempt f=cm :his 

10 requirement. Those waterworks and districts which serve more 

11 than Ei'le thousand persons shall complete the testing by 

12 January 1, 1S88 and the remainder shall complete the testing 

13 by January 1, 1989. The department of water, air and waste 
14 management shall adopt rules prescribing the extent of the 
15 tests, the laboratories approved to conduct the tests, and the 

16 reporting of the test results to the department. 

17 EXPLANATION 
18 This bill provides a state mandate that municipal 

19 waterworks and rural water districts in the state have their 

20 water tested for the presence of synthetic organic compounds 

21 and pesticides to the extent prescribed by the department of 
22 water, air and waste management. 
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Passed House, Date -----
Vote: Ayes ____ __ Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

::OUSE/S~A':.'!:: ':"- ~ ':" - ---
3Y {?ROI?OSE:l WATER QCA;:'!:'! 

S':'JDY COl-AJ-1!TTEE 3 ILr.} . 

Passed Senace, Oace 
Vote: Ayes Nays 

An Act relating to the purification of certain waters, and 
incorporating a penalty. 

3 BE: IT ~ACTED BY THE GENERAL ASS~~LY OF THE: STATE: OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~ ___ ILF. 

Section 1. Section 455B,~73. Code Supp1eme~t 1985. :5 

2 amended by addir.g :he fo~:~~i~g ~ew' S~Dsectic~: 

.3 NEN SUBSECTION, 10. Establish. modify. or repeal :~les 

5 containers for ~uman consumption. T~e star.cards s~al1 
6 establish the maximum permissible level of any physical. 
7 chemical. biological. or raciological substance in the water 
3 and shall be as stri~gent as those escab:is~ed unce~ ~~e 

9 federal Safe Drinking Water Act. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 714.16, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
., , 985' d .-1' 'c' . _ I ~s a~en e~ oy ac !~g 

:.2 NEW PARAGRA?H. Eo The term "'.tater purLE:'cation device" 

13 means a device intended to remove cor.~aminan~s :rom water 
14 which is affixed to a drinking water system in a residence, 

15 Sec. 3. Section 714.16, subsection 2. Code Supplement 
16 1985, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

11 NEW PARAGRAPa. h. The advertisement Eor sale, lease, or 
18 rent of a water purification device which claims or implies a 

19 removal of contaminants to a greater extent than that to which 
20 the Iowa state hygienic laboratory has certified is an 

21 unlawful practice. 
22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill requires the department oE water, air and waste 
24 management to establish drinking water standards ;or bottled 

2S water. The bill also makes it a consumer fraud to advertise a 
26 water purification device as being more eff'ective in the 
27 removal of contaminants than the Iowa scate hygienic 
28 :abora~ory is'wil~ing co certify. 
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Vote: Ayes Nays 

A9!?rOlled 

A Bill FOR 

~CCSZ/SE~ATE FIL2 
3Y (?ROPOSE;) -111;:;:::R QCAL IT" 

ST:m'l CO~!ITTE£ 3 I:':') 

Passed Senate, Dace 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An ACt relating to monitoring at sanitary disposal 9rcjects. 
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, 

S.F. Ef. r. 

, Section 1. Section 4559.304. ~nn~~beted paragraph _. :~de 

2 Supplement :985, ~s ace~ded co read as ~cil~~5: 

3 '!:he commission shall establ.ish ru:es :0: '::ce ;ncpe: 

5 reElect and accommocate as Ear as is reascr.ao:y pcssible ete 
6 cu:rene and generally accepted ~ethcds and techniques fcr 

7 treat~ent and disposition of solid waste which will serve the 
8 ~urOOSeS of this oa:t ~-e~-~~~~-d~~~~±~~, a~c ~h:c~ sha:: ca~e .. - _ .. 
9 into consideration the factors, incl~di~g c~~e:s ~h:ch i~ 

:0 deems proper, such as existing physical ccndi:ions, 

1 ~ topog=aphy, 501:5 ar.d <;ec!.ogy, c~i~a~e, t.:-a~S?G:::at~-:H11 31.C 

~2 land use, and ~hich sha:: incl~de bu~ are r.8: ::~i~ed :0 :~:es 

:3 relat~ng to the establish~ent and locaticn of sani~a:y 

:4 disposal projects, sanitary pract:ces, i~spectic~ of sanicary 

15 disposal projeces, cCllection cf solid waste, disposal oE 
16 solid ~aste, pollution co~trols, the issua~ce cE per~its, 

17 app~oved methods of private disposition of solid waste, the 
18 general operation and maintenance of sanitary disposal 

19 projects, and the implementation of this part :-oE-eh%~ 
20 d:~:~:e~. The rules shall require that each sanitary disposal 

21 

22 

23 

pro~ect 

monitor 

disposal 

has a suf:icient n~=.ber ot water ~e:ls to adequately 

the quality of ground water adjacent to the sanitary 

project site and to reguire that the ~onitorinq 

24 continue in oeroetuity after the project's closure. Prior to 

25 issuance of rules or amendments to rules, the commission shall 
26 hold at _~east one publiC hearing on the proposed rules or 
27 amendmen~s, and shall give r.ocice of the hearing a~ least 
28 thirty days in advaGce by pub:ishi~g ~o~ice ~n a ~ewspaper o! 

29 general circulation in the state. 

30 Sec. 2. The requirement of moOnitoring provided in section 

31 1 of this Act applies to all sanitary disposal projects in 
32 operation and those landfills associated with sanitary 

33 disposal projects which have been in operation under °a state 
permit during the twenty years prior to the effective date of 34 

35 this Act. 

-1-



S.F. ____ ILF. 

EXPSANA1'!ON 

2 ..... \0, : - •. ~ ~ 
..... .;.~ 01 ..... requires mo~i:or~~g of ;ro~r.cwa~ec ac ~a~:~ary 

3 disposal projec:s in pe~petuity af:er the project's c:0su:e, 

4 The requirement is retroactive to landEills that we~e 

5 associated with sanitary disposal projects operaLi~g under a 

5 stateper~it that have closed in the last twenty years. 
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