
FIi\AL REPORT - - - -
TRANSPORTATIO~ FI~ANCE STUDY COMMITTEE 

/17C. 

House Concurrent Resolution 48, introduced during the 
First Session of the Sixty-sixtl, General Assembly, requested 
that t~e Legislative Cou~cil create a study conmittee to study 
the veiicle registration fee structure and determine the need 
for revising the fe~ schedule. House Co~current Resolution 85, 
also introduced during the ],ast session, requested [llat the 
Legislative Council establish a study committee to study tile :lecd 
for developing a new formula for allocating tratlSportation fuaJs 
and increaSing funds needed to meet prescnt and future transpor
t3tion needs. House Concurrent Resolution 86, introduced during 
the last session, requested that tIle Lcgisl.::itlve Counei 1 create 
a study committee to study the problems of public mass transit 
in the state. At its meeting of July 16,1975, tile Studies COlr.-
rnittee recommended that tile Legislative Council refer ;111 tjlrcc 
resolutions to a special interim study committee. T!le Legisla
tive Council approved the recommendation on July 16, 1975. 

The following members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives were appointed as members of the Study Committee 
by the Legislative Council: 

Senator C. Joseph Coleman 
Senator Cli f f Burroughs 
Senator Wi llard R. Hansen 
Senator Karl Nolin 
Senator Richard J. No rp e 1 , Sr. 
Senator Joan Orr 
Representative Terry Branstad 
Representative John B. Brunow 
Representative Richard F. Drake 
Representative Fred L. Koogler 
Representative Robert A. Krause 
Representative g. Joseph Rinas 

Tile Transportation Finai'lce Study Committee held two 
onc-d::ty meetings a:1d three tVlo-day IT!eetings. Tile Tr,Jnspor tar i (In 

Finance Study Committee ileld its organizational ::leeting 0;1 .Iu I y 
30, 1975 at Wilich time Senator C. Joseph Cole~an anJ Represrnl~

tive John B. Brunow were elected as permanent CO-ci1dirp~rsons of 
the Study Committee. The Study:; ommittee reviewed the resolu
tions and agreed that the work during the interim should be con
centrated on the following issues: 

1. Review the present methods for funding highway tr"ns
portation needs and the allocation of these funJs. 

2 • }f a k e a nan a 1 y sis 0 f pub.l i c: t r a a s J> 0 '[ l a t ion f;'1 L i 1 .i t 'i L' ~; 
in the st.;It~ which provide services in the metropolitan arc,,"]!"; 
and services which are available in rural ~reas and to determill(~ 

the role of the state in public transportation. 



Trallsporlation Finance Study Committee 
Find 1 Repurt--:\ove!nher, 1975 
Page ~ 

3. Review tile ?reSellt laws of this state a~d dctcrcine 
wllal a~tio~ the General Assembly Inight take to encourage the 
imprDV~men[ of rail sPfvice in the state. 

work on 
;:lilteeS 

The Co-chairpersons appointed four 
v~riuus aspects of the trarlsportatin~ 

and their membership nrc as follow!:>: 

Fllndiilg Sub~;omrniLlet.': 

subcommittees tn 
laws. The subcurr.-

R~prL'!H~ntatjVl! .Yoh:1 B. Brunow, Cha:irperson 
s,'~~t"'· C. J<l~eph Coleman 
S~natur Wil13ra R. lIansc:1 
Senator Karl ~olin 

Sea.1tor Richard J. Norpel, Sr. 
Representative Terry E. Branstad 
Representative Richard F. Drake 
Re?resentative B. Joseph Rinas 

Registration Sllbcorn~ittee: 

Representative FreJ L. Koogler, Sr., Chilirperson 
Senator Cliff Burroughs 
S~nator Karl ~ulin 

Representative John B. Brunow 

Representative Robert A. Krause, Chairperson 
Senat()r C. Joscpl1 Culeman 
SCIldtor Ric~lard J. Xorpel, Sr. 
l{epresentative Richard F. Drake 

~ass Trallsit Subcommittee: 

Senator Joan Orr, Cllairperson 
Senator Willard R. Hansen 
Representative Terry E. Bra:1stad 
Representative B. Joseph Rinas 

At the first and second ~eetings of the Study Commit
tc~, representatives of the State Department of Transportation 
provided informati()~ requested by the Study Committee and dis
cussed the prese:lt transportatioll fllnding needs and the avail
abllity of funds from existing revenue sources. The Study Com
mittee was informed that 3 minimum of $75,000,000 in new revenue 
is needed for highways and that an additional $15,000,000 is 
:)eeJed ~nr uther transportalio:1 modes. Representatives of the 
County fngineers Association, the League of lava Municipalities, 
the AAA ~!ot()r Club of Iowa, the Iowa FA.rm ilureau Federation, the 
Freewav 520 First Association, tIle Iowa Cood Roads Associatjon, 
dllJ tile Associated General Contractors alsu appeared to present 
tIle views of their respective organizations relative to llighway 
f\lnding needs a:ld bonding for highways. 
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At its meeting of October I, 1975, Mr. Dan Decs, Acting 
Chief, Bureau of Planning, Illinois De?arrme~t of Transportation, 
appeared before the Study Committee to discuss the Illinois high
way bonding program. The Study Committee aembers were inter
ested in factual data relative to the Illinois bonding procedures 
aIld tIle affect bond revenues ilavc tad on the highway constructj,on 
and maintenance program in that state. At this meeting, the 
Study Co~mirtee also discussed alternative proposals [0 resolve 
the highway funding problem. 

At its meeting of October 29-30, 1975, the Study Com
mittee heard testimony from Mr. Robert Eel~ick) 3 bondin~ attor
ney from Des Maines, relative ta highway bOllding. He appeared 
to discuss the legal problems which arise under tile laws all~ con
stittltion of the state when bonding is considered. While no 
definitive answers were given, Mr. Helmick reviewed the issues 
and existing case law for the Study Committee. 

Fallowing is a summary of the recommendations propc)sed 
by the Transportation Finance Study Committee. 

HIGBh'AYS 

The amount of funds avail.able in the road use tax fund 
to be used by citi~s, counties, and tile state [or the construc
tion and maintenance of the public highway systen concerns mc~
bers of the General Assembly and admLnistraturs. Reginning with 
tile current fiscal year, ten percent of two-tllirds of tile sales 
and use tax revenue is na longer eurmarked to the road use tax 
fund. The highway funding program received additional federal 
funds during the current fiscal year when the fedaral government 
released impounded funds. The present tax dollars diverted to 
tile road use tax fund have not grown at the same rate as infla
tion during the P~S[ year. Registration fee revenues have l~velcd 

off because of a trend wllich has recently developed in w~ich 
automobile purchasers are trading larger ve!licles for smal,l~r and 
mo~c economical veilicl,es. With tile volume of motor fuel usage 
leveling off bec~use of publi~ C:()I1Cern fur the ~r0senl energy 
crisis, the amOUtlt of gilS tax collected on motor fuel is fIll low
Ing the same p3ttern. On rl18 olher hand, highway const[tll:tiull 
costs have increQsed at a faster rate than the gen~ral r~te ()f 

inflatioIl. 

Tile StuJy COlnmittce discllssed bonding and dn illcr~ase 

in the tax on motor fuel and special fuel i.n addi ticn to the pro
posal adopted by tl18 Study Co~reittee. A pruposal to inCreaSl! 
the tax on motor fuel and special fuel by two cents per gallon 
was endorsed by a majority of the members oi the Study Committee. 
However, proponents of highway bonding felt that tl,e reve~ue 

derived from a two-cent increase on the t:)X 011 mOtor fuel and 
special fuel should be used to pay the principal and interest 
for the retirement of highway bonds and agreed to suppc)r[ th~ 
tax increase only if it were aCCOm?;l~lieJ witll a higllwav bOlldin5t 
proposal. Other members of the Study COi.lmitrce lvilO sllpporteu ~1 
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lwu-cerlt increase in th~ tax un motor fuel ~:ld special fuel pro
P~)St!J tu place ttle revenues in tile road use tax fund. As a 
[1.'Slllt of tile impasse, a recommendatic,o that a two-cent per 
ga.!.L~n increase of the tax on motor fuel <.lnd speciaJ fuel was 
J0[e~ted. The Transportation finance Study Committee adupted 
tfle following recommendations: 

1. That the General Assembly enact the Ilecessary leg1s1a
tio;} to again divert tcn percent of two-t!lirds of the sales and 
use tax revenue from the general fU:1d of the state: to the road 
use t.ax fund. 

2. That 
twenty percent, 

aJ.1 vehicle registration fees 
effective January I, 1977. 

be increased by 

3. Thot the General Asse~b1y appropriate for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 1976 and ending June 30, 1977 the sum of 
$14,000,000 from the general fund of the state to the road use 
tax fund. 

4. That the General Assembly appropriate for the fiscal 
year hegiIlning JIlly I, 1976 and ending June 30, 1977 tile sum of 
S5,~OO,OOO froll the general fund ot the state to the street con
structiOl} fund of the cities. 

RAILROADS 

The Railroad Subcommittee held several meetings during 
th~ interi~ to develop a legislative program tu insure the con
t~~~aticn and possible improvement of rail transportatiol1 ser
vic~s i:1 the state. The Transportation Finance Study Co~mittec 
adupced the following recommendati0nS! 

1. That the General Assembly continue the present railroad 
r~hubilitation program and that $3,000,000 be appropriated to 
fund the railroad rehabilit3t~.on program for the fiscal year 
beg;nr.ing July 1, 1976 and ending June 30, 1977. 

2. That the General Asse~bly not require the assessment 
o~ the 1U3terials and construction work carried on in the railroad 
rellubilitation program because the Railroad Division of the State 
Department of Transportation has recognized tilt! problem and 
includes in contracts the need for minimum equipment and material 
quality requirements. 

3. That the General Assembly establish a fund from whi~h 
moneys could be used by the Railroad Division of the State 
Oepart~ent of Transportation for ir.novative programs designed to 
improve railroad transportation service in the state such as a 
thruugh put study to assess the mechanis~ bv which cars arc side
tracked for long periods negating any time ~aved by upgrading 
Jines to increase maxi~um speed limits. ~o recommendation is 
~nd~ relative to the amount of funds to be appropriated to tile 
f""d. 
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4. That the General Asse~bly autllorize a pilot project 
ad~inistererl by the State Department of Transportation to Cllrer 
into contrdctual agreements for upr,rading railroad crossings and 
that $250,000 be appropriated for the project. 

5. That the Celleral Asse~bl.y enact necessary legislatioll 
tu a:aend C!lapter 483 of the Code tu allow cert;lin districts to be 
established for the purpose of upgradi:lg railro~ids. The ~lmend
ments tu the present law should provide: 

a. That modern election law procedures be incurporated in 
the present law. 

b. Tilat petitioning for a railroad dIstrict should be 
allowed upon signatures of a number of qualified electors equal 
to two percent of the number of qualified electors voting in tlle 
last general election. 

c. That a board of directors be establislled in the dis
trict to expend fUllds cullected in the special taxing district. 

J. That a petition for creation of a spccia] district be 
required to include a plan for use of fUI1JS received from a levy 
in the special district. 

e. That the special district be authorized to purcildse 
and lease land ill addition to levying taxes [or railrodd i~i)r0V~

ments and be 3utllorizeJ to bond earmarking the one-third levy 
presently in the Code for retirement of bonds. 

f. That the Transportation Regulation Board be autlloriz~d 

to dissolve nny such district after five years. 

g. That 
Transportation 

the s~ecial district be authorized 
Regulation ~c)ard for disgolutio~. 

to peti.tion the 

Tile Transportation Finance Study Committee furttler 
reco~mends tllat the State Department of Transportation investi
gate conpetitive bidding for railroad materials ~nd that the 
Depart~ent develop a ?roposal to be submitted to the Genernl 
Assembly which would include sufficiD:1t authority, including 
subpoena power, for the Rail.ro.:ld Division of the' State U('p.]rt.ml~Ilt 

of Transportation to munitor whether or not rai Jroad rcpa.i r [llild:~ 

scheduled for this state by railro.1d companies ,Jre bci:lg diverted 
hecause of tile Iowa railroad rehabilitatioll progrnm. 

PUBLIC TRA~SPORTATION 

The Transportation F in:lllce Study Commi ttC'(' r(~com~c:lds 

that the Stl::! of $1,500,000 be appropriated for the fiscal y0;1r 

beginning July I, 1976 and ending June 3D, 1977 to the State 
Department of Transpc)rtation f~r assjsting pubJ.ic trans?ortnli~)n 
programs in the state to be allocated as follows: 
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StuJv 
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C,)!lllHi t tC',c 

1. Xot filUre than $dOO,VOO for uperating nssistiiI~ce ~o 

CI'.:..t 11sit systt:m~ lhroughout the state. 

for demo.:1str~-

l i 0:: do:l <..l 

Not mure chan $500,000 for distribution 
devclo?mel~t progr~~s. 

3. Xot m()re than $200,O()O for sratewidQ techllical assis-
l ::l it C 4;,.' • 

l'iil' 'fr:ln!;portation Fi~l;l:I(~e Study Committee further 
\Iil-\'\:l~ the Pui.di,c Tr;Ulsit Oivjsion of the J)(.~p(lrl;:I~:ll of Tr,-{;lS
!'I'r!:ltioll Co pl"~)vjdt' to ::Ier:li)crs of t.hl! Study Cotn:nilleE: dnJ to 

:'.ll·l1.hl..'r:-; of the TraIlspnrtiillun dnu L"w F!1t"orCI.:'Olcnt Subc:ommit tee 
\)~ l;ll' Cn;'!mittt:!e:-; Oil A?i1rupri<1tions by miu-DI2("C'1r..bc-r t.ile !ol1.ow
i. !: b i: I r 0 r ::1 :\ L 10 II : 

1. Distribution of appropriated funds to transit systems 
~:I urbal~ nrcas of over .50,000 populati.on, tTnnsit systerr:s ir: 

~rbdt' ar~;lS oi under 50,000 popu),ation, and rurnl transit sy~tens. 

1 G~ncral rules which would implement tile procedure f()r 
distributio~ uf the funds for all three ~reas. 

J. Type of reversion tllat should be provided for the 
ft:.nds. 

4. Collcctioll of data presented to the Subcommittee dt 
its Sf!veral mecting~. 

Tnformatioll rclativ~ to water and air rransportdtluci 
ll1 tllC stille was pr(~senteu to tile SlUUy CO::1mi ttee hut :10 reC()::J

l~e;lJJtions w~re made by the Transportatiull finance SlllUY (;onlP'it,-
~ e t.:' • 

8ill drafts necessary to implement legislative r2(:Oill
mendations approved by the Transportation Finance Study Commit
tee are being prepared by tile Legislative Servi.ce Bureau. 
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- ~AJORITY STUDY CO~HlrT~E'S R~COHXE~UATIO~ -

On the face of 
reco~iliCIldation falls silort 

its 
in at 

proposal, 
least five 

First, 
is permanent. 
general funa. 

of the $56 ~illi0n to be 
T;lC remaincier is (lone shot 

Thus, it [las faiiea to 
solution to nigutva.y funding. 

t~le Stuuy Committee's 
major areas: 

raised., only $36 r:lil liun 
approp-:iation from tile 
cO~le up witll a l0nb-tcrc~ 

~eCOI1U, tllC 20 percent increase in registration fces will 
V1ace a very heavy financial burJen 011 !3iudle ano low incu:Jc Iuwans 
Wile) wi ::.1 be forcecl to go to tlleir pockets eacil year for larb(~ one 
shot expenditures. If the legislative lc-.H.lcrs:lip is COliCernl..!u 

dbol.i.t pilssing legislation (Hut is noncoIltroversial in an election 
year~ they better re-evaluate t:1e consequences of tllis prul)()sal. 

Third, the old chestnut of whet;ler ten percent of tile two 
percent sales tax should be earmarked to the roau uSe t<lX [Ult,1 :l.::i.S 
also been raised. Ii tile legislature Wdllts t(' make u 

tra.nsportation funding bill a potential poliLical footbd,ll ':;Jev 

need unly push this concept to tile lil.lit. The: Governor ilas alrtaay' 
indicated his strong displeasure at tl1is type of [inancin~;. Ti1ere 
is hlore tilan a probability til<.lt any bill with this provision witain 
it will be vetoed. 

Fourth, 
final report of 

tilC Study Committee ignured 
tile dis t rib uti 0 n f 0 riJ U 1 a . 

COi.lsi<...ieratioil in (0(\ 

Firtil, 
final report of 

tit cSt u dye 0 1,1I1i itt.: e c ibn 0 r e u 
tile classification system. 

cOl1siuet"dtion i I! 

Tile Study 
but, frdni,.ly, we are 
~olving tllis problec. 
frocl a solution. 

Committee 
no closer 

In fact, 

labored m<.lny llours on tllis subje~t 

today than we were six montlls dt.:0 to 

if anytilint;;, we arc fa.rther 3\o:~i\' 

One new idea whic:! nas ;;ainetl sOine bip(lrt isan Sl.i.P?.:. ... rt L"> 

the suggestion tilat tile tax Oil fuel be Jetermi~)ed on a percent vi 
the w:lulesale price rather than on a specified amount per (.;a1 ... 0.1. 

It pruvides a reasonable re1ueay for combatit1b tIle inilatiul:arv 
a~pect of road construction. Hopefully, tllC proper l~Fisl.:J.tivc 

committee will carefully consider tilis concept Ilext year. 

- :H:ElJ FACTOR -

Almost il.:..iJ f <.i t:C'Iltury .:..l00 tlH~ st.:..ltc of iuwa el:ibHrkcu {)11 •• 

road buldlng prugr.:..lJ..:l tu ll ta kc Iowa uut o( tile muu." If r;ll' 
proposal adV'ocdted bv t~lC llui.iuritv of this Study CO!!ll.titll'L' i:; 

ellacteO, We \"i11 il.:JVC hitched our w;.q;on lO.:l new star ':"UIU ;i,JV\.~ 

succeeded ill turning the clock b.:J.ck .:J. tl.:J.1C century by Ifdrivjjlt~ 10w,1 
back into the mud." 
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:\l~ vr us are :L\-l<..lre of a need for <.J.<lequC!te fU;hiin o ::or t:l~' 

!l)''',l ru,td sy!->lt:'I:!. It is wC>,Jcjng out at ,J r~ce of three wilt's lor 
~'Vt'rv .. !i Ie WL' ~Ir(' r('pJ,J,(in(.~. \o!il<i.t is nol dS cl(~d.rly linloerSloo(,J is 

LiIL' ; ('V("! U( tililt n ... ' ... 'd. TIle stat.e Oepartlnent vf Tr'dilsporL.Jli,()n 

L ~'~ ~ i " i cd l i I a tit n ~: (' J e U ;j tie ~ s t $ 1 lOin i 1 J ion i II L; \ e :1 (:;..: L Y {' ;:l r 
:IivilC ,j":" 1:0 S~I~3l_,~i:l li\(! prE'$ent l.ev<.< 01 [undille;. 

wdnt tu u:lderscorc tlldt SIlO millivn will (j,liy SusLdiu 
tole inadcq1late level. vf TI!IHling Wili.ch ilas existet> in t:le ~ast. In 
:10 .,1 J. :1 n +,.' f t.i 0 e '5 1. t: r C ~. ;J 0 L d n 0 r res 0 1 v E' t 'll e pro b :t. e!.i s 0 ~ l : Ie j) a S t 
~;\rOII~ll \Jili~;1 :"0.nign :Ieglcr:t left us looking at $:'.5b hill.i.vn or' 
unm(~r higilWdy neeus in i9()d Wilicjl, lIVW ti~rour;.h inflation ,-=vuplet. 
tv i t II ,J jH': r 1> e t U <.:. Lin:1 l) f tile ;, i g lHv a y i :1 d t f £' ere il: c e !.:> y n d r U I: e, ii a s 
l'S C ~I i. ,I' (, i..l tv:; 1 tl. J ~ b i 1. 1. i. 0 n ii.1 1 'J 7 L • 

;Zc~l,lisli('ally, tilere is neitile[' pubJic no[' lJoi.itio:.:di. 
::!('!ilc:CtU;!l to .:.tchievC': t:lis uptil:lum lev81 of roaLl systeiu CUllslructiu:l. 

c i ;: e i L un 1 Y d S abe !) C ill:: d r k by W II i C i1 tilE' c :1 t:! s t - Q (' ate r s, car r y i r..I;; 

c:lcir P['Ot;u !1-'.lnller of $:;0 Ii!i.lliun, Can L..;edsure ti,eir level of 
:to:.: :Iievi?mcn t. 

StuJv ComuittE!C, in its report, !ldS offered IIvthing 
.:.ta ;!S;'>lrin wilen prop.::::r uidbllosis dictat.::!s r<.J.uic.:li 

If we dre scc~ing a healcil)' llighwuy systeui, whi.ch is also 
til elf. u t 0 l' l n ~ pub 1 i C, \'l e can not 3 f f () r d til e <J. s j) i r in in t a k (. 

an:-:iet ies over lranspvt"((lClOn 
""':li 1 L' i/.',:.:Jril:>; 10:1b-le1-I:: recovery. 

- CO~STRCCTIO~ COST DOUBLE -

in lhe last ~ight years since til<:: Iowa construction cOSt 
basp w<J,s set tile rate of increase :13S been phenOmel1<li. Tuus, wIldt 

.: ;::: C J t () c u s t ;;; 1 \) 0 in i1 i g h way con s t r u c t ion in 1 96 7 c \) 5 t S 1 24 . i () 1 11 
:,0;:2, $153.00 ill I()'/), ane is esti.;latE:U to cost $204 t:lis YE:dr. 

A:10ti!C[ t::::X.:.J.illplc of tile t!oubling of cvst was L.lt.: Interstate 
j ) v i. d ~~ i..' n ;: l . J rib ina 1 ,1 y, i r Wa!; est i ::1 d. teLl t () t a k c [i V e y (: <-l r s ct ;} d 
~:I,.\~;t SJd l;;iJ.liG!l. \'ile dc:tud.i.. cosl ot $60 ;:l:illion ()V~r a lell-ye(\:.: 

pl'ri0u. 

As .:.t resil.lenl of tile lli6ilWdy des~rt of nOrtilea!';t lowu, 1 
It;IV(' s('en ltle drc .. u'. of ili~hwdy 51.0 si'i.<.!ttere~ by Chi: .. fur.uirl); 
in...:irt'e[-t:llce <.:.tLitllUC. Tilis (jrCdlU c()ulJ {laVe been a reality i" 

1~6o for $2!.5 ::Ijl::'on, but the ug.ly specter c,f infl<.itio:1 :;3S ~UrnCL! 

i till ~'(> <.J n 1. g j I t ::1 d r e (': ('I.e; tin g $ L. 6 7 I.I i 11 ion t I,) (.lei Y • 

h 0W .i 0 n g wi 11 we I a n g u i 5 iI () V t= r t his p r () p \) sal, put tin g 0 f [ 
.Intil t,vmorrow wilat s;l!)uld have:: been uonc toaay because we laCK of 
~ortitudc to take tillS Ir..essagl.: to tIle people to discus!; squdr~.i..y 

t\~ith tht-:r.1 the alt~rnat.ives of a gas tax increase or bOlluillg for 
~recway co~pletion. 

T~le eviuenc'? is clear t!\drl any ael,,)" in uur 
highwa'j !l(~eus resu.l.ts in substantial i!lcre8.sC in cost. 
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- BO,;lJL;G -

One metiloa of achieving at least part of our prescr1t 
high\.1ay ueeus is limited bonding <J.J.. .. lortizea by d twu-cents gas taA 
.)Jjus(ment. I urge tile next sessiun of tIle le~islaturc to a<...i.upt 
3...lcil d progr.J.'il. The Study Comlll:i.ttee first accepted arlO tilen later 
r e j e c ted t his for rea son s , I : c € 1 , we r e fJ 0 r e l-lo 1 i tic.:.1 1 t;1 C). n 
Plliloso;Jilical. ilonl1ing is not a I~CW nur revelut ionary concept fur 
tilis state. 10"" entereu Cae bOiluinl; perio<.l in Cil~ lY20's. All 
but one of tbe 99 counties sola about Slits million watti. of ilitJI'loJdY 

bonds. By 1934 oVer 4300 Iniles of roa<l i,ad been paveu, leaving 
Iuwa oul:: 690 miles silort of ~eetinb its ?rujcctec.:. need. Thu!;, dl 

tlldt til.le. wl\.en (O\.1U and tltis nation were plagucli by economic C.i.l<.lOS, 

we were closer to acllieving our objectives oi an adequate rua~ 

SystCDI tilan ever before or Sitlce. 

"allow1n b 
~a[e and 

timidity. 

W hat a bit t c r i ron y t h B t to J a v 0 u r s L d t: C t r f' ~l sur y is 
in unpreceuented ",edltll, wili.le our ":';(lmmitment luw.J.ru a 

salle lligllway system is skimlding along witll unp~~r;lllelcJ 

- ~~[GH80RI~G STATES -

Hut boldness ilas not been abanuoneu in all :nidweste)·l~ 

states. In Wisconsin tile General Assembly wil: nIeet U:l Vec8u.ber ~ 

for a s~ecial sessioll on transportation [Uildillg. Tile Dehlocracic 
Governor has asked for d. two-cents a gallon increasc iII t.tC 

gasoline tax, plus additional funus frum an incr~asc in 
registration fees. 

~1innesota, witn t:le ilelp or its De'llocratic Gove:rnur .::!Il~ 

11is friends in the lcgislature, last year increased bv two-cei:ts ~l 

~allon tlleir gas tax. A $250 {Jilliun b')ndin~ pro~rulu w~i. :)C 

cOl~sidered in tile Ilext session. Tilcre j,5 ;1150 s~ril)liS 

consiucration of additional reVC:lue increases fur tne rO.1(.1 fU:l~ i" 
It)lG from increase3 in tile registration fees. 

- JlIUlJGi:.S -

Our L o.a d pro g ram i!; nul i sol n t e G i 11 n u r l it c J. ~ t I 0\-1 <1 , Ih1 r 
dues it concern itself solely \.,ith urban interests. All Iuwa>1:S 
suffer fr()m an inadequate road system but let @e pause fur d Ulumerll 

to point to one of the acute tleeus of rural Iow~. 

~esidcs road needs, Iowa faces a severe 
briut;es. A feJeral study indicates tlt3t our state 
tile !lu,""er of bridges tilat nave been found to 
deficient. " 

crisis On her 
ranks secollu .i!1 

be l'critically 

TIle trdll~purtQtioll of 
JeI)cndpnt UpOl1 tIle briuge links 

tu rd I 
\.,ilicn 

school cllilurcn is hi.~jdv 

chcJ.nncl ciiildren lv vue 

-.1 -



-.'onsL,':'i0.;:tcJ SCilUU':'S. TiH~ eVf'( C!xvanc..;.ing worlu fuoJ 1I,<.irkt~t w;licll 

.1""':.; j,rnSi)CreJ otlr 10\':<1 eCOnuliIY dnti. feu our overfluwirq·; st.:J.le 
l[·e~sury Jeill~lnJs ;lll efficie:ll nl~ti. effective far::1 tll In;lr~cl roa,1 
svst~~ CCllnccteU by adequate bridge and ruad systeills. 

uP;.>os i. t£.' 

11 i.~: ;l\-lay 
siti(~s 

A IlIa.! () r 

- TRAFFIC SAF~TY -

('1dvucates havE> frequently beclI !je:~r(:t)dte(j at 
fro::1 t;'le a(jvoc.)t~s of 5u-called I'veople probraI;\s.11 
sue:l tl placemelit i~. ~(Jte:ltly unfair \;/llen ulll.' 

[or upgrJuing our rUdus is tu l,,:pruve t.le 
ell ,l J L t lO!l:~ . 

rcason 
~·Io rl,' t:ldn t ilree t illle~ dS 

la.:..i.1! in battles 01 

:,ldIlY An:(:rlcan:; :l,J,ve 

,jil..'c i :1 L r...! I • 1 \. C r .:J S d e~; .:;I !. 1 u u r W,:l r S sin C e t,; 1.,' 

Ot.!Linl1inF ()[ t .i. i s c(,lItury. Sincf' lo9CJ} tile U d teo f til e fir s t 

~l u t u ::1 0 b j 1 c f(lt.:JliLy, until early 1974 over two 1:lil~ion Alaeri~alls 

l!iiVe be811 ki lle!..!. 

T:1C ~.tHte UCjJdr::nCllt of Trdnsportatio~ c:stilfiated t!lat by 
(,)::!p':"eting lilterstd!..~ .>5 six i:l()>ltn$ eilrly, five less pcupl~ w(Julu 
:i-e ~illel.: un lila.r sLretch u~ ilig!n'lay and over l~)() less tra.l~ic: 
" C \.: i ,,-. ..: n :-' s wi:":: b ~ a v a i ti C u 1 n t 11 e: n ext yea r • 

j' her e is 11 (.) que 5 t j un tilat an adequate road or at tile 

le.JS!..., a lilore sufii,cielltly funucu ~lig:IWdy systetCi will 
very 

ot:> a 

preserviltiorl of llum3l1 life. 

COXCU:SIO;; 

Unl(>s~; an atiequatc flLllc.llUE; t>rogram is put toz;ether tilat 
Oulll t)!~ legisl.:l::;rc dnd t:1C Governor can ~'1ppr0Ve, t~len dire 
~·uns('1I..1ences lie ailedd. Human safety is dt staKe. The total 
l: C 011 \.) 1.1 Y () ~ t his s t ;! t (: i ~ :,1 t s t d k e but it 0. i r t! C t 1 y an u in u ire c t 1 Y . 
T:I£ bulk L'l bot;! our dgricu.Ltural dull m~nufactured cOI:ull.oJitie:!.> •. 1USt 
be mOveo by rO.Jd. DV inddequate funding wilich fClils to even 
!;':llst<Jiu tlie current ;lit;:nJay neeu wC' Illay yell find ourselv(,s fal.Lin5 
\'ir:tim to t:le S;J,:ll~ <.1ise~s~ WillC:l has virtually killeJ oti"er I,\ULiC::~ 

of transvort;!.ti.un. Tn a.i.lo\.J the rlighw.:i:;.'s tu <..ieteri()r~te tu tne 
:'evel llf Ollr rail.roads is to invite disaster. 

T:le ti(ll~ foe strong lCddersllip and political statesmanship 
in the l,egislature is nOW. We ;nust cOloe u? with a lung-term 
sulutiua Lo tid.s issue. The proposal of the Study Com:uittee, at 
be s t, iss;"I 0 r t L <J. n g e . i,J il e t i1 e r we got 0 bon J :i. n g, a r a is e in t.l e g i! S 
t a. X, Q rae: I a n 5 e fro 111 pen n i e s per gil 11 0 11 to? ere en tag e 0 f t ;1 c: 
lo.'::olesale GaS tax is not as ialportant as tiu~ fact ti:lat we in.Jsl .;let 
now. 
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thdt vill move 

not only wi !.:ilill 
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a baJ,a~ccd transportatiu11 
adequately botil people anti 
country, but tilroughuut t:le 



I l,ave and will continue to su?port 
transportation systen rail, bnrge, and road 
imperativ~, however, tllat we solve tile biggest 
road fUIlding--first before any major cOllilnitlllcnts 
term scale to other modes of trallsportatioIl. 

a divcrsi.::ieli 
prOhrams. It is 
problec--that ot 

arc made on <..i J.ung-

ToJay in Iow<J the ma.jority of our people and the bulk ui 
our product ~ovement is depeIldetlt upon a road syBtem. There is 
every evidence til<Jt tilis will rcraain so fu[" ~ldny years to COI.lC. 
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