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FIN A L REP 0 R T ------
BUILDING CODE INSPECTION SUBCOMMITTEE 

OF THE 
SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON CITIES 

Al/D THE 
HOUSE STAl/DIl/G COMMITTEE ON CITIES AND TOWNS 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 64 requested tllat an i .lterir.l 
study be conducted of the "ways the inspection laws overlap and in 
what ways the inspection code overlapping may be COllsolidated or 
eliminated". 

At its meeting of July 16, 1975, the Iowa Legislativ~ 
Council approved the study for the 1975 interim and determined that 
the study should be conducted by a joint subcommittee of the Senat~ 

Standing Committee on Cities and the House Standinr Committee Oil 
Cities and Towns. 

The members of the UuildinR Code Inspection Sui)commi[t~.· 

appointed by the respective Chairpersons of the StandinR Commit[C0~ 
were as follows: 

Senator Earl M. Willits, Chairperson 
Senator Robert M. Carr 
Senator James W. Griffin, Sr. 
Representative Alvin V. Miller, Chairperson 
Representative John H. Clark 
Representative Craig D. Walter 

The Subcommittee held meetings on October 17, November 
13, and December 8, 1975. Testimony was received from the state 
building code commissioner, and representatives of the state 
Department of Health, the fire marshal's office, tile BureAu of 
Labor, and the state Conservation Commission. 

At its first meeting on October 17, the SLlbc(l~mittrc 

reviewed lhe question of whether or not buildings pres('nt Iv ,",.i<'" 
construction by the st.:1te on propcrtv owned by tht:': state S-hOlll(L hi' 
subject to inspection by Inspectors from tile Ci Ly of D('s Moin,",;. 
Mr. Don Appell, St3te Uuilding Code Commissioner, rI'vit"wI'd the 
i.nconsistent provisions of Chapter l03A of the Codc. ~)('\"'l i('11 

103A.I0 provides that the state building coJe sl.~Jl, f0r ti.(' 
buildings and structures to which it is applicnble, constitu[.' ~ 

lawful local building code 3nd this section specifically provides 
that the state building code shall apply to all buildinRs "nJ 
structures owned by the state or an agency of the state. Section 
I03A.19 provides that the examination and approval or disapprova" 
of plans and specifications, the issuance and revocation of 
building permits, licenses, certificates, and similar documents, 
the inspection of buildings or structures, and the adrnil1istration 
and enfo~cement of building regulations shall be the respoI.sibility 
of the governmental subdivisions of tile stat€ and shall be ndminis-
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tered and enfurced in the manner prescribed by local law or 
{)rdinanc('. It is the confl:i<.:t which exists between these two 
sr{"LillllS ()[ tll~ ],resent state building code which is the basis for 
lite !,llIJy to b~ (:()nduCled by t}lis Subcommittee. 

Mr. Appell ~lso Lndlcat~d that Senate File 292 was 
inlrod,ll:l·J Jllrill~ the 1975 Se~sion of the Sixty-slxlll General 
Assembly Wllich CQu].d correct some of tIle inconsistencies presently 
fuunJ in Ci.Dnter lOlA. Senate File 292 repeals and rewrites 
Chapte. 103A. 

At the conclusion of the first meeting, the Subcommittee 
decided to invite other agencies to appear before the Subcommittee 
to discuss the feasibility of rewriting Chapter 103A and also 
recomnended that other state officials involved with any type of 
building and housing codes be invited to appear before the 
Subcommittee and discuss present inspection practices and their 
Idc3S concerning the provisions of Senate File 292 presently 
pCI.Jing before the Senate. 

from the testimony received by the Subcommittee at its 
sl'c'unJ meeting from department representatives who are involved 
~itl. developing bllilding code requirements and inspections tu 
Jetcl"tlillC compliance with building code requirements, the consellSUS 
•• i cpinion of tl.ase persons testifying was that there would be no 
l,bjcc[ iOllS to consolidating building code requirements into on~ 

llnii0rm building code under the jurisdiction of a single agency 0r 
slnb~~ division of an agency if representatives of those agencies 
:ld\'ing responsibility for certain code requirements would have 
input into the development of building code rules and if 
lnsp8ctlons presently provided by law would continue to be carried 
0~t i~ order to determine compliance with the building code. At 
this ~eeting, the Subcommittee directed the Legislative Service 
Bureau to request an opinion of the Attorney General's office 
relative to inspection of state buildings by local inspectors, 
whether the state might be required to obtain a local buildine 
permit and pay inspection fees. In an opinion issued by the 
Attorney General's office, the conclusion was "that local 
inspectors do not have the duty to inspect state buildings for 
compllance with the state building code. Similarly, the state i~ 

IInuer no Juty to pay, let alone apply for !l local building permit." 

At its third meeting, the Building Code Inspe~tion 

Subcommittee agreed that Senate File 292 would irovide the basis 
(or its recommendations and reviewed Senate File 292 for purposes 
of including in that bill the recommendations of the Subcommittee. 
The recommendations of the Subcommittee are as follows: 

1. That the State Building Code Commissioner's office should 
be removed from the Office for Planning and Programming and that a 
separate agency be created as provided in Senate File 292. The 
nembers of the Subco~mittee agreed that the State Building Code 
Commissioner's office should not be included within tlle 
administrative fracework of any particular agency because several 

----------------_ .. _---
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existing state departments have jurisdiction 
code requirements and conduct inspections 
with buildin8 code requirements. 

to enforce building 
concerning compliance 

2. That if a govern~ental subdivision adopts a building 
code, that building code shall be the current state building code. 

3. That the standards, requirements, and specificatio s set 
forth in the state building code shall apply to al; buiidi~gs, 

manufactured buildings, mobile homes, recreational vehicles, and 
mobile horne parks in each governmental subdivision of the st~le 

which has adopted a building code except tllat tI,e resuir~mc~ts 

shall not apply to structures used primarily for agriculturdl 
purposes in unincorporated areas of the state and owner o(:cupi~a 

dwellings in unincorporated areas of the state which are nut rent.' j 

properties of the owner. 

Two issues which were not resolved by the Subcommittee 
include th€ inclusion of minimum energy standards in a buildi"g 
code relating to the construction of new structures and whether 0r 
not a state building code should apply to all public bUllJi~gs 

constructed after the effective date of the Act, whether or not tile 
public building is located within an area of the state subiect ~a a 
building code. 

The Subcommittee directed the Legislative Service jure3" 
to draft a bill incorporating the recommendations adopted at it~ 
third meeting. 


