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SENATE FILE Ol3 ;2~ 
BY COMMITTEl~ ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 3220) 

Passed Senate, Date 3~1'/-(J&, Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes q9 Nays 0 Vote: Aye!S Nays ----
Approved ~ JU 2«?~ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to notification procedures concerning diseases, 
2 health conditions, unusual clusters, or susp~c~ous events 
3 which may be the cause of a public health disaster. 
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE: STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~3?-~H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 135.145, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code 
2 2005, are amended to read as follows: 
3 1. When the department of public safety or other federal, 
4 state, or local law enforcement agency learns of a case of a 
5 re~~r~ab~e disease or health condition, unusual cluster, or a 
6 suspicious event that may be the cause of a public health 
7 disaster, the department or agency shall immediately notif:y 
8 the department, the administrator of the hom.eland security and 
9 emergency management division of the department of public 

10 defense, the department of agriculture and land stewardship, 
11 and the department of natural resources as appropriate. 
12 2. When the department learns of a case of a re~~rt!ab~1! 

13 disease or health condition, an unusual cluster, or a 
14 suspicious event that the-de~artme"t-reaseftab:ty-be:t~eves-eott:l::d 
15 ~~t!ent~a~~y-be-ea~sed-by-bi~~err~rism-er-~ther-aet-er 

• 

16 terr~rism may be the cause of a public health disaster, the ~ 

17 department shall immediately notify the department of public 
18 safety, the homeland security and emergency management 
19 division of the department of public defense, and other 
20 appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and officials. 
21 3. Sharing of information on re~ertab:te diseases, health 
22 conditions, unusual clusters, or suspicious events between the 
23 department and public safety authorities and other 
24 governmental agencies shall be restricted to sharing of only 
25 the information necessary for the prevention, control, and 
26 investigation of a public health disaster. 
27 EXPLANATION 
28 This bill concerns notification procedures regarding 
29 communicable and infectious diseases. 
30 The bill modifies current provisions in Code section 
31 135.145 regarding the sharing of information relating to 
32 reportable diseases and other specified conditions or events 
33 that may be the cause of a public health disaster, by deleting • 
34 the word 11 reportable", thereby broadening th~~ provisions to 
35 include other, nonreportable diseases. As provided in Code! 
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S.F. ?..32;l_H.F. 

1 section 139A.2, a "reportable disease" means any disease 
2 designated by rule by the department as requiring its 

3 occurrence to be reported to an appropriate authority. The 
4 bill also deletes, with respect to a provision that the 

5 department provide notification of a reportable disease or 

6 health condition, an unusual cluster, or a suspicious event to 
7 specified agencies and officials, that the department 

8 reasonably believes the object of the report: could potentially 
9 be caused by bioterrorism or other act of terrorism, providing 

10 instead that the object of the report may be the cause of a 
11 public health disaster. 
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SENATE FILE 2322 
S-5067 

1 Amend Senate File 2322 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. Section 139A.2, Code 2005, is amended 
5 by adding the following new subsection: 
6 NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means 
7 prohibiting ingress and egress to and from a building, 
8 structure, facility, or environment, or a portion 
9 thereof, to prevent or contain the spread of a 

10 suspected or confirmed quarantinable disease or to 
11 prevent or contain exposure to a suspected or known 
12 chemical, biological, radioactive, or other hazardous 
13 or toxic agent. 
14 Sec. Section 139A.3, subsection 2, paragraphs 
15 a and b, Code 2005, are amended to read as follows: 
16 a. Any person who, acting reasonably and in good 
17 faith, files a report, releases information, or 
18 otherwise cooperates with an investigation under this 
19 section chapter is immune from any liability, civil or 
20 criminal, which might otherwise be incurred or imposed 
21 for making a report such action. 
22 b. A report ~ or other information provided to or 
23 maintained by the department, ~ a local board, or ~ 
24 a local department, which identifies a person infected 
25 with or exposed to a reportable or other disease or 
26 health condition, is confidential and shall not be 
27 accessible to the public. 
28 Sec. Section 139A.3, Code 2005, is amended by 
29 adding the following new subsection: 
30 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A health care provider or 
31 public, private, or hospital clinical laboratory shall 
32 provide the department, local board, or local 
33 department with all information reasonably necessary 
34 to conduct an investigation pursuant to this chapter 
35 upon request of the department, local board, or local 
36 department. The department may also subpoena records, 
37 reports, and any other evidence necessary to conduct 
38 an investigation pursuant to this chapter from other 
39 persons, facilities, and entities pursuant to rules 
40 adopted by the department. 
41 Sec. Section 139A.4, Code 2005, is amended by 
42 adding the following new subsection: 
43 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. The department and local 
44 boards may impose and enforce area quarantine 
45 restrictions according to rules adopted by the 
46 department. Area quarantine shall be imposed by the 
47 least restrictive means necessary to prevent or 
48 contain the spread of the suspected or confirmed 
49 quarantinable disease or suspected or known hazardous 
50 or toxic agent." 
S-5067 -1-



S-5067 
2 Page 

1 2. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
word "to" the following: "the investigation and 
control of communicable and infectious diseases and". 

2 
3 
4 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-5067 FILED MARCH 14, 2006 
ADOPTED 

By JAMES SEYMOUR 



• 

1 

• 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

• 

SENATE FILE ~~~ 
BY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 3220) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 14, 2006) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes tf.(/ 
'l·t2t .. ~' 

Nays 0 
Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes 9~ Nays __.../)~--

An 

BE 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the investigation and control of communicable 

and infectious diseases and notification procedures concerning 

diseases, health conditions, unusual clusters, or suspicious 

events which may be the cause of a public health disaster. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2322 
H-8464 

1 
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13 

Amend Senate File 2322, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 through 35 and 
inserting the following: 

"NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means 
prohibiting ingress and egress to and from a building 
or buildings, structure or structures, or other 
definable physical location, or portion thereof, to 
prevent or contain the spread of a suspected or 
confirmed quarantinable disease or to prevent or . 
contain exposure to a suspected or known chemical, 
biological, radioactive, or other hazardous or toxic 
agent." 

By UPMEYER of Hancock 
H-8464 FILED APRIL 4, 2006 



S.F. 25ZZ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 135.145, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code 

2 2005, are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. When the department of public safety or other federal, 

4 state, or local law enforcement agency learns of a case of a 

5 ~e~o~~8bie disease or health condition, unusual cluster, or a 
6 suspicious event that may be the cause of a public health 

7 disaster, the department or agency shall immediately notify 

8 the department, the administrator of the homeland security and 

9 emergency management division of the department of public 

10 defense, the department of agriculture and land stewardship, 

11 and the department of natural resources as appropriate. 

12 2. When the department learns of a case of a ~e~o~~8bie 
13 disease or health condition, an unusual cluster, or a 

14 suspicious event that ~he-dep8~~meft~-~e8SOft8biy-bei±e~es-eoHid 

15 po~eft~±8%%y-be-e8Hsed-by-b±e~e~~e~±sm-o~-o~he~-8e~-o£ 

16 ~e~~o~±sm may be the cause of a public health disaster, the 

17 department shall immediately notify the department of public 

18 safety, the homeland security and emergency management 

19 division of the department of public defense, and other 
20 appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and officials. 

21 3. Sharing of information on ~epo~~8b%e diseases, health 
22 conditions, unusual clusters, or suspicious events between the 

23 department and public safety authorities and other 
24 governmental agencies shall be restricted to sharing of only 

25 the information necessary for the prevention, control, and 

26 investigation of a public health disaster. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 139A.2, Code 2005, is amended by adding 
28 the following new subsection: 

29 NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means prohibiting 

30 ingress and egress to and from a building, structure, 

31 facility, or environment, or a portion thereof, to prevent or 

32 contain the spread of a suspected or confirmed quarantinable 

33 disease or to prevent or contain exposure to a suspected or 
34 known chemical, biological, radioactive, or other hazardous or 

35 toxic agent. 
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s.F. z~zz. H.F • 

1 Sec. 3. s~.cti,~:m,~~?.~.,.:.~,'.".s~~_s~:,~.~-()~~l.L-~;a_graphs a and b, 
2 Code 2005, are amended to read as follows: 
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a. Any perso~-who, acting S~asonably and in good faith, 
files a report, releases information, or otherwise cooperates 

with an investigation under this ~ee~±oft chapter is immune 

from any liability, civil orw c:_iiDinal r ~hich ...... ,fiii<Jht otherwise 
be incurred or imposed for mB~±ftg-8-re~or~ such action. 

b. A report ~o or other information provided to or 

maintained by the department, ~o a local board, or ~o a local 
department, which identifies a person infecfed with or exposed 
to a rep;;t~hle-~;n·;·th~~-·di~~~~~···or'·'he'a"it·h·~·c,';id.it~$n, is 

-:-- - - - - -:··- ~- --~ ·---··· ·--- : ' .... ...u.. -· 

confidential and shall not be accessible to the public. 
=:rrz=mcrr ntrmi'iFE'i'F~s;n,.,n~w;~_.... -~="' ;·;:::,,...,-~~r.~~.:~m,:r_,,.,.,.,"""""'"""'""_......, __ _ 

Sec. 4. Section 139A.3, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A health care provider or public, 
znmw:zm!Ya17T'V!CMZ'l'5f'"'nf RF IIU:OU*~i"g''l ~ T 

private, or hospital clinical laboratory shall provide the 
department, loc~l bo;;d7~;""i'~c;-ld~partment with all 

informat __ i,2~:!:!e~bly n;cess~.:.¥., to "~onduct an i,~vestigation ~ 
pursuant to this chapter upon request of the department, local 

20 board, or local department. The department may also subpoena 
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records, reports, ~nd any other evidence necessary to conduct 

an investigation pursuant to this chapter from other persons, 
facilities, and entities pursuant to rules adopted by the 

department. 
Sec. 5. Section 139A.4, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

- . ..3'!P.!!. --~~WE 

the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 4. The department and local boards may 

impose and enforce area quarantine restrictions accordingSfo 

rules adopted by the department. Area quarantine shall be 

imposed by th~4}!~~\:J~~~~~~~~~E~c~ssa7~-to Erevent o~ 
contain the spread of the suspected or confirmed quarantinable 
---===~~::-,·~:-:::. ""'' ::r:;. ·"'!:!·<S!=--""'=""'L"'-'---"""'-'""'--"-"....,.....--,,_ .. -·_---. ..,--_,"'- -"'-·L·.·J••·a. •• ~•·..,•-mm&itiA* 
disease or suspected or known hazardous or toxic agent. 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2322 

S-5174 
1 Amend Senate File 2322, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 through 35 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 "NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means 
6 prohibiting ingress and egress to and from a building 
7 or buildings, structure or structures, or other 
8 definable physical location, or portion thereof, to 
9 prevent or contain the spread of a suspected or 

10 confirmed quarantinable disease or to prevent or 
11 contain exposure to a suspected or known chemical, 
12 biological, radioactive, or other hazardous or toxic 
13 agent." 

S-5174 FILED APRIL 10, 2006 
llrl'trte·, 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

. 

\ 
i . , 

!.lii 

_:;;..... 

• 

• 

• 



,-: 
6:eyMour Q.CkV\~< 
~OJ\ ~-Q.\r\()...\.(" 

::s-onn~ ,pA~'Y 
'Do\ ~aM {jy.~ };:JY 

Passed Senate, Date ____ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays __ _ 

SENATE FILE __ _ 

BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

HUMAN RESOURCES BILL BY 

CO-CHAIRPERSON SEYMOUR) 

Passed House, Date _____ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays ___ _ 

Approved -------------

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the investigation and control of communicable 

2 and infectious diseases. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

TLSB 6398SK 81 

rn/sh/8 



S.F. H.F. ----

1 Section 1. Section 135.145, subsections q, 2, and 3, Code 

2 2005, are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. When the department of public safety or other federal, 

4 state, or local law enforcement agency learns of a case of a 

5 re~ortabie disease or health condition, unusual cluster, or a 

6 suspicious event that may be the cause of a public health 

7 disaster, the department or agency shall immediately notify 

8 the department, the administrator of the homeland security and 

9 emergency management division of the department of public 

10 defense, the department of agriculture and land stewardship, 

11 and the department of natural resources as appropriate. 

12 2. When the department learns of a case of a re~ortabie 

13 disease or health condition, an unusual cluster, or a 

14 suspicious event that the-oe~artmeftt-reasonabiy-beiievee-eo~id 

15 ~otentiaiiy-be-ea~seo-by-bioterrorism-or-other-aet-e£ 

16 terrorism may be the cause of a public health disaster, the 

17 department shall immediately notify the department of public 

18 safety, the homeland security and emergency management 

19 division of the department of public defense, and other 

20 appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and officials. 

21 3. Sharing of information on reportabie diseases, health 

22 conditions, unusual clusters, or suspicious events between the 

23 department and public safety authorities and other 

24 governmental agencies shall be restricted to sharing of only 

25 the information necessary for the prevention, control, and 

26 investigation of a public health disaster. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 139A.2, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

28 the following new subsection: 

29 NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means prohibiting 

30 ingress and egress to and from a building, structure, 

31 facility, or environment to prevent or contain the spread of a 

32 suspected or confirmed quarantinable disease or to prevent or 

33 contain exposure to a suspected or known chemical, biological, 

34 radioactive, or other hazardous or toxic agent. 

35 Sec. 3. Section 139A.3, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

-1-



S.F. H.F. -----

1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A health care provider or public, 

3 private, or hospital clinical laboratory shall provide the 

4 department, local board, or local department with all 

5 information necessary to conduct an investigation pursuant to 

6 this chapter upon the oral or written request of the 

7 department, local board, or local department. The department, 

8 local board, or local department may also subpoena records, 

9 reports, and any other evidence necessary to conduct an 
10 investigation pursuant to this chapter from other persons, 

11 facilities, and entities pursuant to rules adopted by the 

12 department. Release of information pursuant to this section 

13 shall be consistent with the federal Health Insurance 

14 Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-

15 191. 

16 Sec. 4. Section 139A.4, Code 2005, is amended by adding 
17 the following new subsection: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. The department and the local boards 

19 may impose and enforce area quarantine restrictions according 
20 to rules adopted by the department. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill concerns efforts to investigate and control 

23 communicable and infectious diseases by the Iowa department of 

24 public health, local boards of health, and local health 
25 departments. 

26 The bill modifies current provisions in Code section 

27 135.145 regarding the sharing of information relating to 

28 reportable diseases and other specified conditions or events 

29 that may be the cause of a public health disaster, by deleting 

30 the word "reportable", thereby broadening the provisions to 

31 include other, nonreportable diseases. As provided in Code 

32 section 139A.2, a "reportable disease" means any disease 

33 designated by rule by the department as requiring its 

34 occurrence to be reported to an appropriate authority. The 

35 bill also deletes, with respect to a provision that the 

-2-
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1 department provide notification of a reportable disease or 

2 health condition, an unusual cluster, or a suspicious event to 

3 specified agencies and officials, that the department 

4 reasonably believes the object of the report could potentially 

5 be caused by bioterrorism or other act of terrorism, providing 

6 instead that the object of the report may be the cause of a 
7 public health disaster. 

8 The bill provides for a new category or classification of 
9 quarantine, defining an "area quarantine" to mean prohibiting 

10 ingress and egress to and from a building, structure, 

11 facility, or environment to prevent or contain the spread of a 

12 suspected or confirmed quarantinable disease, or to prevent or 

13 contain exposure to a suspected or known chemical, biological, 

14 radioactive, or other hazardous or toxic agent. The bill 

15 authorizes the department and local boards of health to impose 

16 and enforce area quarantine restrictions according to rules 
17 adopted by the department. 

18 Additionally, the bill provides that health care providers 

19 and public, private, and hospital clinical laboratories shall 

20 provide the department, a local board, or local health 

21 department with all information necessary to conduct an 

22 investigation relating to Code chapter 139A, dealing with 

23 communicable and infectious diseases and poisonings, upon the 
24 oral or written request of the department, local board, or 

25 local health department. The bill confers upon the 

26 department, local board, or local health department the 

27 authority to issue subpoenas for records, reports, or other 

28 evidence necessary to conduct the investigation from persons, 

29 facilities, and entities pursuant to rules adopted by the 

30 department. The bill provides that the release of information 

31 shall be consistent with the federal Health Insurance 

32 Portability and Accountability Act of 1996. 
33 

34 

35 
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• 
SENATE FILE 2322 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE INVESTIGATION AND CONTROL OF COMMUNICABLE AND 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES CONCERNING 

DISEASES, HEALTH CONDITIONS, UNUSUAL CLUSTERS, OR SUSPICIOUS 

EVENTS WHICH MAY BE THE CAUSE OF A PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTER. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 135.145, subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code 
2005, are amended to read as follows: 

1. When the department of public safety or other federal, 
state, or local law enforcement agency learns of a case of a 
~e~o~eab%e disease or health condition, unusual cluster, or a 
suspicious event that may be the cause of a public health 
disaster, the department or agency shall immediately notify 

the department, the administrator of the homeland security and 
emergency management division of the department of public 

defense, the department of agriculture and land stewardship, 
and the department of natural resources as appropriate. 

2. When the department learns of a case of a ~e~o~eab%e 
disease or health condition, an unusual cluster, or a 
suspicious event that ehe-de~a~eme~t-reaso~ab%y-be%~eves-eott%d 
~ote~e~a%%y-be-eattsed-by-b~oter~o~~sm-o~-oeher-aet-or 

te~~or~sm may be the cause of a public health disaster, the 
department shall immediately notify the department of public 
safety, the homeland security and emergency management 
division of the department of public defense, and other 
appropriate federal, state, and local agencies and officials. 

3. Sharing of information on ~e~o~eab%e diseases, health 
conditions, unusual clusters, or suspicious events between the 
department and public safety authorities and other 

• • 
Senate File 2322, p. 2 

governmental agencies shall be restricted to sharing of only 

th~ information necessary for the prevention, control, and 

investigation of a public health disaster. 

Sec. 2. Section 139A.2, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. OA. "Area quarantine" means prohibiting 

ingress and egress to and from a building or buildings, 

structure or structures, or other definable physical location, 
or portion thereof, to prevent or contain the spread of a 
suspected or confirmed quarantinable disease or to prevent or 
contain exposure to a suspected or known chemical, biological, 
radioactive, or other hazardous or toxic agent. 

Sec. 3. Section 139A.3, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b, 
Code 2005, are amended to read as follows: 

a. Any person who, acting reasonably and in good faith, 
files a report, releases information, or otherwise cooperates 
with an investigation under this seet~o~ chapter is immune 
from any liability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise 

be incurred or imposed for ma~iftg-a-re~ore such action. 
b. A report to or other information provided to or 

maintained by the department, eo a local board, or eo a local 
department, which identifies a person infected with or exposed 
to a reportable or other disease or health condition, is 
confidential and shall not be accessible to the public. 

Sec. 4. Section 139A.3, Code 2005, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. A health care provider or public, 
private, or hospital clinical laboratory shall provide the 
department, local board, or local department with all 
information reasonably necessary to conduct an investigation 
pursuant to this chapter upon request of the department, local 
board, or local department. The department may also subpoena 
records, reports, and any other evidence necessary to conduct 
an investigation pursuant to this chapter from other persons, 
facilities, and entities pursuant to rules adopted by the 
department. 

S.F. 2322 
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Senate File 2322, p. 3 

Sec. 5. Section 139A.4, Code 2005, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. The department and local boards may 

impose and enforce area quarantine restrictions according to 
rules adopted by the department. Area quarantine shall be 

imposed by the least restrictive means necessary to prevent or 

contain the spread of the suspected or confirmed quarantinable 
disease or suspected or known hazardous or toxic agent. 

JEFFREY M. LAMBERTI 

President of the Senate 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 
is known as Senate File 2322, Eighty-first General Assembly. 

Approved ---------------' 2006 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 

Governor 

MICHAEL E. MARSHALL 

Secretary of the Senate 
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