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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the judicial branch including the assessment 

2 of court fees and costs. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE FILE 2775 
---

S-5197 
1 Amend House File 2775, as passed by the House, as 

follows: 2 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 18 through 20 and 
4 inserting the following: "citation issued shall be 
5 dismissed by the court." 
6 2. By renumbering as necessary. 
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S.F. ___ H.F. ~ 7 7.5" 

1 Section 1. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

2 subparagraph (2), Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

3 (2) Issue a citation to the driver. yf-a-e±~a~±oft-±~ 

4 ±~~tted,-~he-e±~a~±oft-~ha~~-be-±~~tted-ttftde~-~h±~-~ttb~a~ag~a~h 

5 ttft~e~~-~he-d~±ve~-ha~-beeft-~~ev±ott~~y-eha~9ed-aftd-e±~ed-fo~-a 

6 ~±ola~±oft-o£-~ttb~ee~±oft-~.--A-e±~a~±oft-wh±eh-±~-±~~tted-aftd 

7 ~ttb~eqtteft~ly-d±~m±~~ed-~ha~~-be-d±~~ega~ded-£o~-~tt~~o~e~-o£ 

8 de~e~m±ft±ftg-±£-~he-d~±~e~-ha~-beeft-~~e~±ott~ly-eha~9ed-aftd 
9 e±~ed. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 

11 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

12 c. An owner or driver cited for a violation of subsection 

13 1, who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date of the 

14 ±ftd±~±dtta~~~ person's court appearance as indicated on the 

15 citation proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

• 

16 for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and • 
17 cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the 

18 citation issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon 

19 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

20 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.20B, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

22 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

23 b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to 
24 the clerk of court prior to the date of the ±ftd±~±dtta~~~ 

25 person's court appearance as indicated on the citation proof 

26 that the financial liability coverage was in effect for the 

27 motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or 

28 if the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof 

29 that liability coverage was in effect for the driver with 

30 respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the 

31 driver was stopped and cited in the same manner as if the 

32 motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given a 

33 receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation 

34 issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the 

35 court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action 
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1 against the defendant named on the citation. 

2 Sec. 4. Section 321.174, subsection 3, Code 2005, is 

3 amended to read as follows: 

4 3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license 

5 in immediate possession at all times when operating a motor 

6 vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial 

7 magistrate, district associate judge, district judge, peace 

8 officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person 

9 charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted 

10 and the citation shall be dismissed by the court if the person 

11 produces to the clerk of the district court, prior to the 

12 licensee's court date indicated on the citation, a driver's 

13 license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle 

14 operated at the time of the person's arrest or at the time the 

15 person was charged with a violation of this section. Upon 

16 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

17 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

18 Sec. 5. Section 327B.l, subsection 7, Code Supplement 

19 2005, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

20 lieu thereof the following: 

21 
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7. A motor carrier owner or driver charged with failure to 

have proper evidence of interstate authority shall not be 

convicted of such violation and the citation shall be 

dismissed by the court if the person produces to the clerk of 

court prior to the date of such person's court appearance as 

indicated on the citation, proof of interstate authority 

issued to that person and valid at the time the person was 

charged with the violation under this section. Upon 

dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

Sec. 6. Section 582.4, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

follows: 

582.4 LIEN B99K DOCKET -- FEES. 

Every clerk of the district court shall7-a~-~he-e~~eft~e-o£ 

the-eottftty7-p~ov±ae-a-stt±tab~e-we~~-bottfta-boo~-~o-be-ea~~ed 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 ~~e maintain a hospital lien docket in which, upon the filing 

2 of any lien claim under the provisions of this chapter, the 

3 clerk shall enter the name of the injured person, the date of 

4 the accident, and the name of the hospital or other 

5 institution making the claim. The clerk shall make a proper 

6 index of the same in the name of the injured person and the 

7 clerk shall collect a fee of-~eft-doilB~s in the amount 

8 provided for in section 602.8105 for filing each lien claim. 

9 Sec. 7. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

10 2005, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

11 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. For filing and docketing a transcript 

12 of the judgment in a civil case, fifty dollars. 

13 Sec. 8. Section 602.8105, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

14 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

15 b. For filing and entering Bft-B9~±etti~tt~Bi-sttpply-deBie~~s 

16 i±eft-Bftd any other statutory lien, twenty dollars. 

17 Sec. 9. Section 631.6, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

18 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

19 c. Postage charged for the mailing of original notice 

20 shall be e±9n~ ten dollars. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill relates to the judicial branch, including the 

23 assessment of court fees and costs. 

24 The bill authorizes the court to assess costs of an action 

25 against an owner or driver, including a nonresident driver, 

26 who was stopped and cited by a peace officer for failure to 

27 provide proof of financial liability coverage but who later 

28 produces proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

29 at the time the owner or driver was stopped and cited. 

30 The bill provides a procedure for dismissing cases 

• 

• 

31 involving the licensure of a motor carrier owner or driver 

32 consistent with procedures for dismissing similar licensure 

33 violations in Iowa. 

34 The bill increases the fee for filing a hospital lien from ~ 
35 $10 to $20. This fee is consistent with the fees charged for 
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1 all other statutory liens. 

2 The bill creates a $50 fee for filing and docketing a 

3 transcript of the judgment in a civil case. 

4 The bill increases the amount charged for the mailing of a 

5 an original notice in a small claims case from $8 to $10. 
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Passed Senate, Date _____ __ 
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SENATE/HOUSE FILE ___ _ 
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BILL) 

Passed House, Date --------
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Approved ---------------------------
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1 An Act relating to the judicial branch including the assessment 

2 of court fees and costs. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

TLSB 5300DP 81 

rh/je/5 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 252A.l0, Code 2005, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 
3 252A.l0 COSTS ADVANCED. 

4 Actual costs incurred in this state incidental to any 

5 action brought under the provisions of this chapter shall be 

6 advanced by the initiating party or agency, as appropriate, 

7 unless otherwise ordered by the court. Where the action is 

8 brought by an agency of the state or county there shall be no 
9 filing fee or court costs of any type either advanced by or 

10 charged to the state or county. However, if the state 
11 prevails in the action, the court or clerk of court shall 

12 assess filing fees and court costs against the respondent. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

14 subparagraph (2), Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

15 (2) Issue a citation to the driver. ~£-a-e±~a~±oft-±s 

16 ±sstted,-~ne-e±~a~±oft-sna~~-be-±sstted-ttftde~-~h±s-stthpa~ag~apn 

17 ttft~ess-tne-d~±ve~-nas-beeft-p~ev±otts~y-ena~ged-aftd-e±~ed-£o~-a 

18 v±o~a~±oft-o£-sttbsee~±oft-~.--A-e±~a~±oft-wn±en-±s-±sstted-aftd 

19 stthseqtteft~~y-d±sm±ssed-sna~~-he-d±s~ega~ded-£o~-ptt~poses-o£ 

20 de~e~m±ft±ftg-±£-~he-d~±ve~-nas-heeft-p~ev±otts~y-eha~ged-aftd 

21 e±~ed. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 
23 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

24 c. An owner or driver cited for a violation of subsection 
25 1, who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date of the 

26 ±ftd±v±dtta~~s person's court appearance as indicated on the 

27 citation proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

28 for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and 

29 cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the 

30 citation issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon 

31 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

32 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

33 Sec. 4. Section 321.20B, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 
34 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

35 b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to 
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1 the clerk of court prior to the date of the ±ftd±v±dHa~~s 

2 person's court appearance as indicated on the citation proof 

3 that the financial liability coverage was in effect for the 

4 motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or 

5 if the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof 

6 that liability coverage was in effect for the driver with 

7 respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the 

8 driver was stopped and cited in the same manner as if the 

9 motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given a 

10 receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation 
11 issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the 

12 court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action 
13 against the defendant named on the citation. 

14 Sec. 5. Section 321.174, subsection 3, Code 2005, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license 

17 in immediate possession at all times when operating a motor 

18 vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial 

19 magistrate, district associate judge, district judge, peace 

20 officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person 
21 charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted 
22 and the citation shall be dismissed by the court if the person 

23 produces to the clerk of the district court, prior to the 

24 licensee's court date indicated on the citation, a driver's 

25 license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle 

26 operated at the time of the person's arrest or at the time the 

27 person was charged with a violation of this section. Upon 

28 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

29 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

30 Sec. 6. Section 327B.l, subsection 7, Code Supplement 

31 2005, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

32 lieu thereof the following: 

33 7. A motor carrier owner or driver charged with failure to 

34 have proper evidence of interstate authority shall not be 

35 convicted of such violation and the citation shall be 
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1 dismissed by the court if the person produces to the clerk of 

2 court prior to the date of such person's court appearance as 

3 indicated on the citation, proof of interstate authority 

4 issued to that person and valid at the time the person was 
5 charged with the violation under this section. Upon 

6 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

7 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

8 Sec. 7. Section 582.4, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 
10 582.4 LIEN B99~ DOCKET -- FEES. 
11 Every clerk of the district court shall7 -et-tne-expefise-o£ 

12 tne-eo~fity,-provide-e-sttitabie-weii-bo~fid-boo~-to-be-eaiied 

13 tne maintain a hospital lien docket in which, upon the filing 

14 of any lien claim under the provisions of this chapter, the 

15 clerk shall enter the name of the injured person, the date of 

16 the accident, and the name of the hospital or other 

17 institution making the claim. The clerk shall make a proper 

18 index of the same in the name of the injured person and the 

19 clerk shall collect a fee o£-tefi-do±iers in the amount 
20 provided for in section 602.8105 for filing each lien claim. 

21 Sec. 8. Section 602.1304, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 
22 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

23 a. The enhanced court collections fund is created in the 

24 state treasury under the authority of the supreme court. The 

25 fund shall be separate from the general fund of the state and 

26 the balance in the fund shall not be considered part of the 

27 balance of the general fund of the state. Notwithstanding 

28 section 8.33, moneys in the fund shall not revert to the 

29 general fund, unless and to the extent the total amount of 

30 moneys deposited into the fund in a fiscal year would exceed 

31 the maximum annual deposit amount established for the 

32 collections fund by the general assembly. The initial maximum 

33 annual deposit amount for a fiscal year is £ottr six million 

34 dollars. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, subsection 2, 

35 interest or earnings on moneys in the collections fund shall 

-3-
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1 remain in the collections fund and any interest and earnings 

2 shall be in addition to the maximum annual deposit amount. 

3 Sec. 9. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

4 2005, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

5 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. For filing and docketing a transcript 

6 of the judgment in a civil case, fifty dollars. 

7 Sec. 10. Section 602.8105, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

8 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
9 b. For filing and entering aft-agr~e~lt~ral-s~~~ly-aealer~s 

10 lien-efta any other statutory lien, twenty dollars. 

11 Sec. 11. Section 602.8105, Code Supplement 2005, is 

12 amended by adding the following new subsection: 

13 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. The clerk of the district court shall 

14 collect the following fees in connection with probate matters: 

15 a. For reports and inventories filed pursuant to section 

16 450.22, for filing and docketing a petition for a 

17 conservatorship or guardianship pursuant to section 633.27A, 

18 for filing and docketing a petition for probate of a will 

19 pursuant to section 633.290, for admission of a will to 

20 probate without administration of the estate pursuant to 

21 section 633.305, for recording a transcript of a record entry 

22 of an order admitting a will to probate in a county other than 

23 the county in which probate is granted pursuant to section 
24 633.306, for filing a petition to set aside the probate of a 

25 will pursuant to section 633.308, for admission of a foreign 

26 probated will pursuant to section 633.496, and for filing a 

27 petition for administration of a small estate pursuant to 

28 chapter 635, one hundred dollars. 

29 b. In addition to the fee required by paragraph "a", there 

30 shall be an additional fee if the value of the personal 

31 property and real estate of the decedent or ward who is the 

32 subject of a probate matter exceeds.twenty-five thousand 

33 dollars. The additionaL fee shall be one dollar for each one 

34 thousand dollar increment of value of property in excess of 

35 twenty-five thousand dollars. The additional fee is due and 

-4-
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1 payable at the time of filing of the probate inventory or 

2 initial report and shall be paid in full for the court to 

3 enter an order approving the final report. The additional fee 

4 shall not be applied to any property transferred to a 

5 testamentary trust from an estate that has been administered 

6 in this state and for which court fees have been assessed and 

7 paid. 
8 c. For certifying a change of title, twenty dollars. 

9 Sec. 12. Section 631.6, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

10 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

11 c. Postage charged for the mailing of original notice 

12 shall be eight: ten dollars. 

13 Sec. 13. Section 633.31, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 
15 633.31 CALENDAR -- FEES IN PROBATE. 

16 1. The clerk shall keep a court calendar, and enter 
17 thereon such matters as the court may prescribe. 

18 2. The clerk shall charge and collect t:he-£o±±ow±ng fees 

19 in connection with probate matters pursuant to section 

20 602.8105, which shall be deposited in the account established 

21 under section 602.8108~~ 
22 a.--For-::~er~±ee::~-per£ormed-±n-::~hort:-£orm 

23 probat:e::~-pttr::tttant:-t:o-::~eet:±on::~-459•22-and-459.44-•••••••-$-±5.99 
24 b.--For-::~er~±ees-per£ormed-±n-probat:e-o£-w±±± 

25 ~•~~ow~-a~-•n•a~-a~•on----------------------------------$-15-99 n•l:Il ~l; ~tJ~&L• 4Wl:L 1:• e e a e a e e a a e e e a a e a a a a a e a e a a a a a e e a • ~ e 

27 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-$-e5e99 
28 d.--For-t:a~±ng-and-appro~±ng-a-bond7-or-t:ne 

29 o~-e~•ea-on-a-~on~--------------------------------------$-~9-99 w~~ l;• ~ ~ ~ tl • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

30 e.--For-ent:er±ng-a-rtt~e-or-order-•••••••••••••••••••-$-±9.99 

31 £.--For-eert:±£±eat:e-and-sea~-•••••••••••••••••••••••-$-±9•99 

32 9•--For-:ma~±ng-a-eo:mp~et:e-reeord-wnere-rea± 

33 e::~t:at:e-i::~-so~d-••••••-per-±99-words-•••••••••••••••••••-$---.%9 
34 h.--For-ma~±ng-a-t:ranser±pt:-or-eop±e::~-o£ 

35 order::~-or-reeord::~-£i~ed-±n-t:he-e~er~~::t 

-5-
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1 O~£•ee----------------~e--1ee-~o-~a---------------------a----5e J: • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • ~ n •tlw • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

2 

3 

4 

;.--Por-isstl±ftg-eomm±ssioft-~o-a};l};lra±sers-•••••••••••-$--z.ee 

~.--Por-o~ner-ser~iees-per£ormed-±n-~ne-se~~:remeft~-o£-~he 

5 es~a~e-e£-afty-deeedeft~,-minor,-person-wi~h-men~a:r-±:r:rftess7-or 
6 e~her-persefts-:l:aber±ftg-Hnder-:l:ega:l:-d±sabi:l:±~y7-exeep~-where 
7 ae~±ens-are-broHgh~-by-~ne-admiftis~ra~er,-gtlardiaft,-~rtls~ee7 
8 er-perseft-ae~±ng-±ft-a-represen~a~ive-eapae±~y-or-agaifts~-~na~ 

9 persen,-or-as-may-be-o~herwise-previded-nerein7-where-~ne 
10 va:l:tle-e£-~he-persofta%-proper~y-aftd-rea%-es~a~e-o£-stleh-a 

11 };lerson-£a:l::l:s-wi~h±ft-~ne-£o:l::l:ew±ftg-iftdiea~ed-amotlft~s,-~he-£ee 

12 eppos±~e-stleh-ameHn~-sha%:1:-be-eharged. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

ep-~e-a~-aaa-aa--------------------------------------a--5-ee 1: ¥;7, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

5-aee-aa-~e--~-aae-ee--------------------------------$-15-aa I • 1: I' I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

~-aea-aa-~e-1a-aaa-ea--------------------------------$-~a-ae lr I • 1; ~ I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

1S-eae-aa-~o-15-aaa-aa-------------------------------$-~5-ae ~ I • 1: ~ I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

15-eae-ee-~e-~5-aaa-ee-------------------------------$-~a-ee ~ I • 1; ~ I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ;1 • 

Por-eaen-add±~±ona:l:-$%5,aaa.aa-er-ma;er 

20 £•ae~•en-~~e-ee~----------------------------------------a-~5-ae ·~ 1;• 1:Il • ]; • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • y ~ • 

21 :r.--Por-serv±ees-per£ormed-±n-sma%3:-es~a~e 

22 admift±Ber~~ieft-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-$-~5.ae 
23 a.--~he-£ee-se~-£Or~h-±ft-SHOSee~iOft-z7-p8ragraph-UkU7-Sha%% 

24 fto~-be-eharged-oft-any-preper~y-~rans£erred-~e-a-~es~ameft~ary 

25 ~rtls~-£rom-aft-es~a~e-~ha~-has-beeft-adm±n±s~ered-in-~n±s-s~a~e 

26 aftd-£er-wh±eh-eetlr~-ees~s-nave-been-assessed-and-pa±d. 
27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bi11'relates to the judicial branch, including the 

29 assessment of court fees and costs. 

30 The bill authorizes the court to assess a filing fee and 

31 court costs to a respondent ordered to pay child support in an 

32 enforcement action brought by the state if the state prevails 

33 in the action. 

34 The bill authorizes the court to assess costs of an action 

35 against an owner or driver, including a nonresident driver, 
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1 who was stopped and cited by a peace officer for failure to 

2 provide proof of financial liability coverage but who later 

3 produces proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

4 at the time the owner or driver was stopped and cited. 

5 The bill provides a procedure for dismissing cases 

6 involving the licensure of a motor carrier owner or driver 

7 consistent with procedures for dismissing similar licensure 

8 violations in Iowa. 

9 The bill increases the fee for filing a hospital lien from 

10 $10 to $20. This fee is consistent with the fees charged for 

11 all other statutory liens. 

12 The bill increases the maximum annual deposit amount for 

13 the enhanced court collections fund from $4 million to $6 
14 million. 

15 The bill creates a $50 fee for filing and docketing a 

16 transcript of .the judgment in a civil case. 

17 The bill eliminates fees charged for certain probate 

18 services associated with small estates, guardianships, and 

19 conservatorships and revises filing fees associated with the 

20 value of the estate. The clerk of the district court is 
21 directed to deposit such fees collected in the account 

22 established in Code section 602.8108. 

23 The bill increases the amount charged for the mailing of a 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

an original notice in a small claims case from $8 to $10. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FROM: IOWA JUDICIAL BRANCH 

DATE: January 26, 2006 

RE: TLSB 5300DP 

This bill would streamline and clarify certain court practices and procedures 
used in the clerk of district court offices, including the assessment of court fees 
and costs. 

When the state brings an action to enforce child support, under current law 
the filing fee and court costs are waived. Section 1 of the bill would authorize 
the court to assess these fees and court costs against the respondent in the 
event the state prevails. 

The proposed amendments to Iowa Code section 321.20B relate to the criminal 
offense of driving a motor vehicle without liability insurance. Current law 
provides that the owner or driver issued a citation for failing to have proof of 
insurance coverage may have the case dismissed by presenting proof of 
coverage to the clerk of court prior to their scheduled court appearance. The 
language proposed in sections 3 and 4 of the bill merely clarifies that the court 
costs in such cases are assessed against the defendant. This will make the law 
easier to understand and administer. Similar changes are proposed to sections 
321. 17 4 and 327B.1 regarding failure to have a valid driver's license and 
failure to have proper evidence of interstate authority. 

Over the years the Judicial Branch has used information technology to achieve 
substantial operational efficiencies for itself and state and local government, 
expand public access to the courts, and improve court services. The Judicial 
Branch is ready to revolutionize the way it gathers, stores, and retrieves 
information through electronic filing and document management. But a 
project of this magnitude requires a substantial investment of resources. A 
significant portion of both the Enhanced Court Collections Fund and the Court 
Technology Fund are now devoted to on-going operations leaving limited 
resources for new innovations and programs. For this reason, section 8 of the 
proposed bill recommends the legislature raise the current cap on the 
Enhanced Court Technology Fund to provide sufficient funds for electronic 
filing and document management as well as other innovations to come. 



Sections 7 and 10 of the bill equalize the fee for filing a lien at $20. Section 9 
of the bill establishes a fee for filing a transcript of judgment in a civil case. 
Filing a transcript of judgment is a labor intensive procedure for which the 
state should charge a separate fee. 

Sections 11 and 13 of the bill streamline court costs and fees in probate 
matters by replacing a variety of separate fees with a flat filing fee. This will be 
more convenient for representatives and their attorneys because the amount is 
easy to determine and payable at the front end of the proceeding. This change 
will be easier and less expensive for clerks to calculate, record and collect. In 
addition, this change will reduce the incidents of fiduciaries who neglect to pay 
any court fees. The change appears to be nearly revenue neutral based upon a 
sample of estates. For consistency, the amendments move the fee provisions 
from the probate chapter to the section of the Code devoted to court fees and 
costs. 

Section 12 of the bill raises the amount charged by the clerk for serving a small 
claims case by mail. This increase will cover postal rate increases as well as 
ensure that the fee covers actual costs. 
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AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE JUDICIAL BRANCH INCLUDING THE ASSESSMENT OF 

COURT FEES AND COSTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 321. 20B, subsection 4, paragraph a, 
subparagraph (2), Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

(-2)" Issue a citation to the driver. U-a-eH:at:ie~-ia 

iss~e~T-t:he-eit:at:ie~-shai!-be-iss~e~-~n~er-t:his-s~b~aragra~h 

~~iess-t:he-~river-has-bee~-~revie~siy-eharge~-an~-eit:e~-£er-a 

vieiat:ien-e£-s~bseet:ien-1~--A-eit:at:ie~-whieh-is-iss~e~-a~~ 

s~bse~ent:!y-~ismisse~-sha!!-be-~isregar~e~-£er-p~rpeses-ef 

~et:ermini~g-i£-t:he-~river-has-bee~-previe~s!y-eharge~-a~~ 

eit:e~~ 

Sec. 2. Section 321.208, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 
2005, is amended to read as follows: 

c. An owner or driver ci'ted for a violation of subsection 
1, who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date of the 
in~ivid~a!~s person's court appearance as indicated on the 
citation proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 
for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and 
cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the 
citation issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon 
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dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.20B, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 
2005, is amended to read as follows: 

b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to 
the clerk of court prior to the date of the i~~ivi~~ai~s 
person's court appearance as indicated on the citation proof 
that the financial liability coverage was in effect for the 
motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or 
if the driver ~s not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof 
that liability coverage was in effect for the driver with 
respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the 
driver was stopped and cited in the same manner as if the 
motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given a 
receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation 
issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the 
court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action 
against the defendant named on the citation. 

sec. 4. Section 321.174, subsection 3, Code 2005, is 
amended to read as follows: 

3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license 
in immediate possession at all times when operating a motor 
vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial 
magistrate, district associate judge, district judge, peace 
officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person 
charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted 
and the citation shall be dismissed by the court if the person 
produces to the clerk of the district court, prior to the 
licensee's court date indicated on the citation, a driver's 
license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle 
operated at the time of the person's arrest or at the time the 
person was charged with a violation of this section. Upon 
dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

H.F. 2775 
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Sec. 5. Section 327B.l, subsection 7, Code Supplement 
2005, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 
lieu thereof the following: 

1. A motor carrier owner or driver charged with failure to 
have proper evidence of interstate authority shall not be 
convicted of such violation and the citation shall be 
dismissed by the court if the person produces to the clerk of 
court prior to the date of such person's court appearance as 
indicated on the citation, proof of interstate authority 
issued to that person and valid at the time the person was 
charged with the violation under this section. Upon 
dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

Sec. 6. Section 582.4, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

582.4 LIEN 899H ~ -- FEES. 
Every clerk of the district court shallT-ae-ehe-e~peftse-ef 

ehe-ee~fteyT-pre¥~de-a-s~~eab~e-we~~-be~ftd-bee~-ee-be-ea~~ed 

ehe maintain a hospital lien docket in which, upon the filing 
of any lien claim under the provisions of this chapter, the 
clerk shall enter the name of the injured person, the date of 
the accident, and the name of the hospital or other 
institution making the claim. The clerk shall make a proper 
index of the same in the name of the injured person and the 
clerk shall collect a fee ef-teft-de~~ars in the amount 
provided for in section 602.8105 for filing each lien claim. 

Sec. 7. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code Supplement· 
2005, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. g. For filing and docketing a transcript 
of the judgment in a civil case, fifty dollars. 

Sec. 8. Section 602.8105, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 
Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

b. For filing and entering aft-a~r~e~~t~ra~-s~pp~y-.dea~er.Ls 
~ieft-aftd any other statutory lien, twenty dollars • 
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Sec. 9. Section 631.6, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 
2005, ·is amended to read as follows: 

c. Postage charged for the mailing of original· notice 
shall be ei~he ten dollars. 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 
Speaker of the House 

JEFFREY M. LAMBERTI 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Bouse and 
is known as House File 2775, Eighty-first General Assembly. 

i MARGARET THOMSON 
~~~ Chief Clerk of the House 

Approved .J 1 
, 2006 

THOMAS J, VILSACK 
Governor 

• 


