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1 An Act relating to the minimum hours of instructional school time 
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BE 

in a school year for grades one through twelve for school 

districts, charter schools, and accredited nonpublic schools, 

and providing an effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 5131HV 81 
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S.F. H.F. dJ. 7 D 9 

1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 19, Code Supplement 

2 2005, is amended by striking the subsection. 

3 Sec. 2. Section 256.7, Code Supplement 2005, is amended by 

4 adding the following new subsection: 

5 NEW SUBSECTION. 27. Adopt rules that define what 

6 constitutes instructional time for purposes of the minimum 

7 hours of instructional time set forth in section 279.10. 

8 Instructional time shall not include passing time, recess, the 

9 lunch period, time for assemblies, time spent on parent-

10 teacher conferences, late arrival or dismissal times required 

11 for emergency health or safety factors, or time used for 

12 professional development. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 256F.4, subsection 5, Code 2005, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 5. A charter school shall provide instruction for at least 

16 the number of days hours required by section 279.10, 

17 subsection 1,-or-sha~~-~ro~±de-a~-~eas~-~he-eq~±va~eft~-ft~mber 

18 o£-~o~a~-ho~rs. 

19 Sec. 4. Section 279.10, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2005, 

20 are amended to read as follows: 

21 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

22 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

23 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 

24 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

25 first Monday in December. However, if the first day of 

26 September falls on a Sunday, school may begin on a day during 

27 the calendar week which immediately precedes the first day of 

28 September. School sha~~-eoft~±ft~e-£or-a~-~eas~-ofte-h~ftdred 

29 e±gh~y-daye7-exee~~-ae-~rev±ded-±ft-e~beee~±oft-3,-aftd may be 

30 maintained during the entire calendar year. However,-±£-~he 

31 beard-o£-d±ree~ore-o£-a-d±e~r±e~-ex~eftde-~he-eehoo~-ea~eftdar 

32 beea~ee-±fte~emeft~-wea~her-ea~eed-~he-d±e~r±e~-~o-~em~erar±~y 

33 e~oee-eehoe~-d~r±ftg-~he-reg~~ar-eehee~-ea~eftdar,-~he A school 

34 district may-exe~ee shall require a graduating senior whe-hae 

35 me~-d±e~r±e~-er-eehee~ to meet the same requirements for 
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S.F. H.F. iJ..7Df 

gr8eHa~±on-£rem attendance during the ex~eneed school calendar 

as those required of any other class of students enrolled at 

the secondary level in the school district, except with regard 

to activities related to graduation as authorized by the 

school district. The minimum hours of instructional time in a 

school year for grades one through six shall be nine hundred 

7 ninety hours. The minimum hours of instructional time in a 

8 school year for grades seven through twelve shall be one 

9 thousand eighty hours. A school corporation may begin 

10 employment of personnel for in-service training and 

11 development purposes before the date to begin elementary and 

12 secondary school. 

13 2. The board of directors shall hold a public hearing on 

14 any ~ro~os8i request authorized under subsection 4 prior to 

15 submitting it to the department of education for approval. 

~ 16 Sec. 5. FUTURE EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect July 

.~\ 

..... 

17 1, 2007. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill replaces the current 180-day school calendar, 

20 which converts to a required 990 hours of instructional school 

21 time at 5.5 hours per day, with a requirement that the school 

22 calendar include 990 hours of instructional time for grades 

23 1--6 and 1,080 hours of instructional time for grades 7--12. 

24 The bill strikes a Code provision directing the state board 

25 of education to define the minimum school day and allowing the 
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minimum hours to include early dismissals or late arrivals for 

inclement weather or emergency health factors and staff 

development. However, the bill adds a new requirement that 

the state board define what constitutes instructional time, 

which the bill states cannot include passing time, recess, the 

lunch period, assembly time, parent-teacher conferences, late 

arrival or exceptional dismissal times, or professional 

development time • 

The bill eliminates a provision that authorizes a school 

district to excuse a graduating senior from attendance on days 
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Fiscal Services Division 
Legislative Services Agency 

Fiscal Note 

HF 2709- School Year (LSB 5131 HV) 
Analyst: Dwayne Ferguson (Phone: [515] 281-6561) (dwayne.ferguson@legis.state.ia.us) 
Fiscal Note Version- New 

Description 

House File 2709 replaces the 180-day calendar with one requiring 990 hours of instruction for 
grades one through six and 1 ,080 hours of instruction for grades seven through twelve. The Bill 
requires the State Board to define instructional time excluding passing time, recess, lunch 
period, assembly time, parent-teacher conferences, late arrival or exceptional dismissal times, 
and professional development time. Graduating seniors are not required to attend school days 
added due to inclement weather and those affected by graduation activities. A school district is 
required to hold a public hearing on a request to change the school start date prior to submitting 
the request to the Department of Education. 

Background 

The current 180-day calendar is based on a minimum of 5.5 hours per day, which corresponds 
to 990 hours. The Department Qf Education reports that the current average instructional time, 
without professional development, is 1 ,023 hours for the elementary level, 1,113 hours for the 
middle school level, and 1,143 hours for the high school level. 

Assumptions 

6. Elementary schools operating on a current 7-hour school day (ex. 8:20am to 3:20pm, 
net of 1 hour for lunch and recesses) will be able to meet the 990 minimum hour 
requirement, and have time for parent-teacher conferences (12 hours), assemblies (4 
hours), professional development (24 hours) and still have up to 50 hours for late starts 
and early dismiss51ls. 

7. Secondary schools operating on a current 7-hbur school day (ex. 8:20am to 3:20pm, 
net of 1 hour for lunch and passing time) will have 1 ,080 hours available which is the 
minimum requirement. Additional time would need to be added for parent-teacher 
conferences (12 hours), assemblies (4 hours), professional development (24 hours) with 
no allowance for inclement weather. · 

8. School districts with contracts exceeding the proposed minimum hours have more 
flexibility in dealing with the requirements of this Bill without incurring costs. 

9. School districts have a variety of options for dealing with the minimum hour 
requirements, such as extending the school day, adding contract days, eliminating 
assemblies, reducing late starts by commencing classes before students arrive, and 
other actions. 

·' 



Fiscal Impact 

Due to various options available to school districts, it is not possible to estimate the fiscal impact 
of House File 2709. 

Source 

Department of Education 
Dennis C Prouty 

March 13, 2006 

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to 
Section 2.56, Code of Iowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available 
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request. 
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S.F. H.F. ;noq 

1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 19, Code Supplement 

2 2005, is amended by striking the subsection. 

3 Sec. 2. Section 256.7, Code Supplement 2005, is amended by 

4 adding the following new subsection: 

5 NEW SUBSECTION. 27. Adopt rules that define what 

6 constitutes instructional time for purposes of the minimum 

7 hours of instructional time set forth in section 279.10. 

8 Instructional time shall not include the lunch period, recess, 

9 time for noninstructional assemblies, late arrival or early 

10 dismissal times required for emergency health or safety 

11 factors, weather-related late starts or early releases, or 

12 time used for professional development. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 256F.4, subsection 5, Code 2005, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 5. A charter school shall provide instruction for at least 

16 the number of d8y8 hours required by section 279.10, 

17 subsection l,-o~-8"8~~-~~o~±de-8t-~e88t-t"e-eqtt±~8~eHt-Httmbe~ 

18 e£-tot8~-"ott~8. 

19 Sec. 4. Section 279.10, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2005, 

20 are amended to read as follows: 

21 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

22 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

23 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 

24 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

25 first Monday in December. However, if the first day of 

26 September falls on a Sunday, school may begin on a day during 

27 the calendar week which immediately precedes the first day of 

28 September. School 8"8~~-eoHt±Htte-£o~-8t-~e88t-oHe-"ttftd~ed 

29 e±9"ty-d8y87-exee~t-88-~~o~±ded-±H-8ttb8eet±oft-3,-8ftd may be 

30 maintained during the entire calendar year. Howe~e~,-±f-t"e 

31 bo8~d-of-d±~eeto~8-0f-8-d±8t~±et-exteftd8-the-8e"oo~-e8~eftd8~ 

32 bee8tt8e-±He~emeHt-we8t"e~-e8tt8ed-t"e-d±8t~±et-to-tem~o~8~±~y 

33 e~o8e-8e"oo~-dtt~±H9-t"e-~e9tt~8~-8e"oo~-e8~eftd8~,-t"e A school 

34 district m8y-exett8e shall require a graduating senior w"o-"88 

35 met-d±8t~±et-o~-8e"oo~ to meet the same requirements for 
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9radtla~±oft-£rom attendance during the ex~eftded school calendar 

as those required of any other class of students enrolled at 

the secondary level in the school district, except with regard 

to activities related to graduation as authorized by the 

school district. The minimum hours of instructional time in a 

school year for grades one through six shall be nine hundred 

ninety hours. The minimum hours of instructional time in a 

school year for grades seven through twelve shall be one 

thousand eighty hours. A school corporation may begin 

employment of personnel for in-service training and 

11 development purposes before the date to begin elementary and 

12 secondary school. 

13 2. The board of directors shall hold a public hearing on 

14 any ~ro~osai request authorized under subsection 4 prior to 

15 submitting it to the department of education for approval. 

16 Sec. 5. FUTURE EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect July 
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1, 2008. 
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in a school year for grades one through twelve for school 

districts, charter schools, and accredited nonpublic schools. 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 256.7, subsection 19, Code Supplement 

2 2005, is amended by striking the subsection. 

3 Sec. 2. Section 256F.4, subsection 5, Code 2005, is 
4 amended to read as follows: 
5 5. A charter school shall provide instruction for at least 
6 the number of days hours required by section 279.10, 

7 subsection 1,-or-shaii-provide-at-ieast-the-eqtt±valeftt-ftttmber 
8 o£-total-hottrs. 

9 Sec. 3. Section 279.10, subsections 1 and 2, ·code 2005, 

10 are amended to read as follows: 
11 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 
12 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 
13 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 
14 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 
15 first Monday in December. However, if the first day of 
16 September falls on a Sunday, school may begin on a day during 

17 the calendar week which immediately precedes the first day of 

18 September. School shaii-eoftt±fttte-£or-at-ieast-ofte-httftdred 

19 e±ghty-days,-exeept-as-prov±ded-±fi-sttbseet±oft-3,-aftd may be 
20 maintained during the entire calendar year. However7 -±£-the 

21 board-o£-d±reetors-o£-a-d±str±et-exteftds-the-sehooi-eaieftdar 

22 beeattse-±ftelemeftt-weather-eatteed-the-d±str±et-to-temporar±ly 

23 eloee-eehooi-dttr±ftg-the-regttlar-eehooi-eaiefidar,-the A school 
24 district may-exettse shall require a graduating senior who-has 

25 met-d±etr±et-or-eehool to meet the same requirements for 

26 gradttat±oft_-£rom attendance during the extefided school calendar 

27 as those required of any other class of students enrolled at 
28 the secondarv level in the school district. The minimum hours 

29 of instructional time in a school year for grades one through 
30 six shall be nine hundred ninety hours. The minimum hours of 

31 instructional time in a school year for grades seven through 

32 twelve shall be one thousand eighty hours. A school 

33 corporation may begin employment of personnel for in-service 

34 training and development purposes before the date to begin 

35 elementary and secondary school. 
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S.F. H.F. -----

1 2. The board of directors shall hold a public hearing on 
2 any p~oposai request authorized under subsection 4 prior to 

3 submitting it to the department of education for approval. 

4 Sec. 4. INSTRUCTIONAL TIME DEFINITION RECOMMENDATIONS. 

5 The department of education shall make legislative and 

6 administrative recommendations defining instructional time for 
7 students enrolled in Iowa school districts in a report which 
8 shall be submitted to the standing senate and house of 
9 representatives committees on education by December 1, 2006. 

10 The department shall include a description of instruction, 
11 activities, or other school experiences that are currently 
12 counted.as instructional time by school districts. The 

13 recommendations shall include an implementation timeline for 

14 any proposed definition of instructional time. 
15 EXPLANATION 
16 This bill replaces the current 180-day school calendar, 
17 which converts to a required 990 hours of instructional school 
18 time at 5.5 hours per day, with a requirement that the school 
19 calendar include 990 hours of instructional time for grades 
20 1--6 and 1,080 hours of instructional time for grades 7--12. 

21 The bill strikes a Code provision directing the state board 
22 of education to define the minimum school day and allowing the 

23 minimum hours to include early dismissals or late arrivals for 
24 inclement weather or emergency health factors and staff 
25 development. 

26 The bill eliminates a provision that authorizes a school 

27 district to excuse a graduating senior from attendance on days 

28 added to the school calendar to make up for days lost due to 

29 inclement weather. The bill requires that graduating seniors 

30 meet the same attendance requirements as those required of any 

31 other class of students at the secondary level. 

32 The bill also specifies that a school district must hold a 

33 public hearing on a request to change the school start date 

34 prior to submitting the request to the department. 

35 The bill requires the department of education to make 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 recommendations defining instructional time in a report to the 
2 senate and house standing education committees by December 1, 

3 2006. 
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