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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to manual patient handling by nurses in a 

2 hospital setting. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 135B.7, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The department shall adopt rules 

4 requiring hospitals to establish and implement protocols 

5 relating to manual patient handling by nurses. The protocols 

6 shall be designed to prevent musculoskeletal and other 

7 injuries by nursing staff by establishing procedures which 

8 minimize manual patient handling by individual nurses, 

9 utilizing patient lifting procedures such as lifting teams, 

10 and making available electronic assistive equipment as an 

ll alternative to manual patient handling. 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 This bill provides that the Iowa department of public 

14 health shall adopt rules requiring hospitals to establish and 

15 implement protocols relating to manual patient handling by 

16 nurses. The bill specifies that the purpose of the protocols 

17 developed shall be to prevent musculoskeletal and other 

18 injuries by nursing staff. The bill provides that the 

19 protocols shall establish procedures which minimize manual 

20 patient handling by individual nurses, utilize patient lifting 

21 procedures such as lifting teams, and make available 

22 electronic assistive equipment. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-1-

LSB 2817HH 81 

rn:rj/pj/5 

• 

• 

• 


