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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to veterans by providing for the compensation of
members of a county commission of veteran affairs, providing
for the issuance of combined hunting and fishing licenses to
certain veterans, concerning funds in an account for a state
veterans cemetery, and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 35A.3, subsection 14, Code 2005, is
amended to read as follows: ;

14. To establish and operate a state veterans cemetery and
to make application to the government of the United States or
any subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, for funds
for the purpose of establishing such a cemetery. The state
may enter into agreements with any subdivision of the state
for assistance in operating the cemetery. The state shall own
the land on which the cemetery is located. The commission
shall have the authority to accept federal grant funds,
funding from state subdivisions, donations from private
sources, and federal "plot allowance" payments. All such
funds shall be deposited into an account dedicated to the
establishment, operation, and maintenance of a veterans
cemetery and these funds shall be expended only for those
purposes. The commission through the executive director shall
have the authority to accept suitable cemetery land, in

accordance with federal veterans cemetery grant guidelines,
from the federal government, state government, state
subdivisions, private sources, and any other source wishing to
transfer land for use as a veterans cemetery. Notwithstanding

section 8.33, any moneys in the account for a state veterans

cemetery shall not revert and, notwithstanding section 12C.7,

subsection 2, interest or earnings on moneys deposited in the
fund shall be credited to the account.

Sec. 2. Section 35B.5, Code 2005, is amended to read as
follows:

35B.5 COMPENSATION.

A member of the commission shall receive twenty-five
dollars or a greater amount as established by the board of

supervisors for each month during which the member attends one

or more commission meetings and shall be reimbursed for

mileage the same as a member of the board of supervisors.
Compensation and mileage shall be paid out of the ‘
appropriation authorized in section 35B.14.
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Sec. 3. Section 483A.24, subsectioé 13, Code 2005, is
amended to read as follows: |

13. Upon payment of the fee of thirty dollars for a
lifetime hunting and fishing combined license, the department
shall issue a hunting and fishing combined license to a
resident of Iowa who is-a-veterany;-as-defined-in-seection-35<%
served in the armed forces of the United States for a minimum

aggregate of ninety days of active federal service, who was

disabled or was a prisoner of war during that veteran's
military service. The department shall prepare an application
to be used by a person requesting a hunting and fishing
combined license under this subsection. The commission of
veterans affairs shall assist the department in verifying the
status or claims of applicants under this subsection. As used
in this subsection, "disabled" means entitled to compensation
under the United States Code, Title 38, ch. 11.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. The section of this Act amending
section 35A.3, being deemed of immediate importance, takes
effect upon enactment.

EXPLANATION

This bill deals with issues concerning veterans.

Code section 35A.3 is amended to provide that moneys
deposited into an account for the establishment, operation,
and maintenance of a state veterans cemetery shall not revert
at the end of each fiscal year and interest or earnings on
moneys deposited in the account shall be credited to the
account. This portion of the bill takes effect upon
enactment.

Code section 35B.5 is amended to provide that the county
board of supervisors may increase the compensation received by
a member of a county commission of veteran affairs for each
month in which the member attends commission meetings from the
current fixed amount of $25 per month.

Code section 483A.24 is amended by changing the definition
of which resident veterans, who were disabled or were
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prisoners of war during their military service, qualify to
purchase a lifetime hunting and fishing combined license. The
bill changes the definition of "veteran" from the definition
contained in Code section 35.1 to instead include any Iowa
resident who served in the armed forces of the United States
for a minimum aggregate of 90 days of active federal service.

LSB 1857HV 81
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Description

House File 374 relates to veterans issues, including the application of interest earnings of the
Veterans Trust Fund, permitting an increase in a County Commission of Veterans Affairs per
diem, and increasing the number of disabled veterans eligible for a reduced cost lifetime hunting
and fishing license combination. The Bill also provides that the Veterans Trust Fund not revert
at the end of a fiscal year.

Background

The interest earned from the deposits in the Veterans Trust Fund would not impact General
Fund revenues. For FY 2005, $1.0 million was appropriated from the Rebuild lowa
Infrastructure Fund for the Trust Fund.

Permitting a County Commission of Veterans Affairs to increase the per diem would not impact
the General Fund. Chapter 35B, Code of lowa, provides for the County Commissions, with
either three or five members, a $25.00 per monthly meeting per diem. The expenditures are
paid from the county’s budget.

Assumptions

Increasing the number of disabled veterans eligible for a reduced cost lifetime hunting and
fishing license combination by the inclusion of peacetime veterans and not requiring service
during a time of conflict would not impact the General Fund. Fees from these licenses are
deposited into the Fish and Wildiife Trust Fund.

e The same percentage (10.0%) applying and receiving a reduced cost license of those
currently eligible would apply and receive the reduced cost license from the inclusion of
peacetime disabled veterans. There are an estimated 4,400 additional peacetime
disabled veterans that would be eligible, with an estimated 440 applying for this benefit.
The assumption is that 220 of these would currently purchase licenses without the
reduced cost benefit.

o If the applicant’s average age is 40 years old, and the average lowan lifespan is 77.3
years of age, there could be 37.3 years of impact. The assumption used is 20 years of
impact. :

e The annual applications from the existing eligible pool of 23,694 veterans are 250. The
assumption used is the same 1.0% each year for the additional eligibles, or 4 licenses
per year after the first year of 440 applicants.

e The current annual cost of the license is $42.00. The lifetime reduced license fee is
$30.

Fiscal Impact

1. Impact upon a county budget which may have a County Commission of Veterans Affairs
that meets monthly would result in an increased cost to that county. An increase of
$5.00 per monthly meeting per diem for a three-member Commission would be $180 per
year and if all 99 counties had three-member Commissions that met monthly, the annual
cost would be $18,000. An increase of $25.00 per monthly meeting for a five-member




Commission would be an increase of $1,500 per year and if all 99 counties had five-
member Commissions that met monthly, the annual cost would be $149,000 to county

budgets.
2. Impact upon the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund from the additional reduced cost lifetime

hunting and fishing licenses would depend upon the number of participants.

¢ First year annual revenue to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would increase from
$9,240 to $13,200 or an increase of $3,960.

e Second year annual revenue to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would decrease
from $9,240 to $120, or a reduction of $9,120.

e Ten year cumulative impact to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would be a decrease
of $78,000.

Sources

Department of Natural Resources
Commission of Veterans Affairs through the Department of Natural Resources

/s/ Holly M. Lyons

March 2, 2005

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legisiature upon request.




: 'HOUSE FILE 374
H-1033 o
Amend House File 374 as follows:,

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the
following:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 135.20 HEPATITIS C
AWARENESS PROGRAM ~-- VETERANS -- VACCINATIONS.

1. The department shall establish and administer a
hepatitis C awareness program. The goal of the
program shall be to distribute information to veterans
regarding the higher incidence of hepatitis C exposure
10 and infection among veterans, the dangers presented by
11 the disease, and contacts for additional information
12 and referrals. For purposes of this section,

13 "veteran" means an individual meeting the definition
14 contained in section 35.1.

15 2. The information to be distributed shall be

16 determined by the department by rule, in consultation
17 with the commission of veterans affairs. The

WO~-JO U WN K

18 information shall, at a minimum, contain statements

19 indicating that:

20 a. The federal department of veterans affairs

21 estimates a hepatitis C infection rate in veterans

22 more than three times higher than for the general

23 population.

24 b. The infection rate for Vietnam veterans is

25 estimated to be even higher than for other veterans
26 groups. .

27 c. The disease is caused by a bloodborne virus:

28 readily transmitted during combat and combat-related
29 emergency medical treatment.

30 d. Many veterans currently carrying the virus were
31 infected prior to the development of medical screening
32 tests.

33 e. The hepatitis C virus often resolves into a

34 chronic infection without symptoms for ten to thirty
35 years before signs of resultant liver disease appear.
36 f. This unusually long latency period makes it

37 difficult to connect current symptoms with an

38 infection that may have actually been contracted

39 during military service decades ago.

40 The information shall also present treatment

41 options and shall specify a procedure to be followed
42 for veterans desiring a medical consultation for

43 screening and treatment purposes. The department

44 shall cooperate with the state commission of veterans
45 affairs regarding distribution of the information to
46 the veterans home, the county commissions of veteran
47 affairs, veterans hospitals, and other appropriate

48 points of distribution."

49 2. Page 2, by inserting after line 16 the
50 follow1ng
H-1033 -1~
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Page 2 v . : '
"Sec. .  VETERANS HEPATITIS C AWARENESS PROGRAM
REPORT. . The Iowa department of public health shall
submit a report to the members of the general assembly
by January 1, 2007, regarding the development and
distribution of the information required by the
section of this Act enacting section 135.20 and any
resulting impact.” _

3. Title page, line 4, by inserting after the
word "veterans," the following: "establishing a
hepatitis C awareness program for veterans,".

4. By renumbering as necessary.

' ' By GREINER of Washington
H-1033 FILED FEBRUARY 23, 2005
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BY COMMITTEE ON STATE
GOVERNMENT

(SUCCESSOR TO HF 91)

(As Amended and Passed by the House March 2, 2005)

ée, Passed House, Date “/'27'd5 Passed Senate, Date 4’2&’&5

Vote: Ayes /ﬁo Nays & Vote: Ayes 44 Nays 0
Approved ’ ﬁe p;?;a’ 4B-0
A BILL FOR
1 An Act relating to veterans by providing for the compensation of
2 members of a county commission of veteran affairs, providing
3 for the issuance of combined hunting and fishing licenses to
4 certain veterans, establishing a hepatitis C awareness program
5 for veterans, concerning funds in an account for a state
6 veterans cemetery, and providing an effective date.
7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
8
9 House Amendments
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

HF 374
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Section 1. Section 35A.3, subsection 14, Code 2005, is ‘
amended to read as follows:

14. To establish and operate a state veterans cemetery and
to make application to the government of the United States or
any subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, for funds
for the purpose of establishing such a cemetery. The state
may enter into agreements with any subdivision of the state
for assistance in operating the cemetery. The state shall own
the land on which the cemetery is located. The commission
shall have the authority to accept federal grant funds,
funding from state subdivisions, donations from private
sources, and federal "plot allowance" payments. All such
funds shall be deposited into an account dedicated to the
establishment, operation, and maintenance of a veterans
cemetery and these funds shall be expended only for those
purposes. The commission through the executive director shall
have the authority to accept suitable cemetery land, in

accordance with federal veterans cemetery grant guidelines,
from the federal government, state government, state
subdivisions, private sources, and any other source wishing to
transfer land for use as a veterans cemetery. Notwithstanding

section 8.33, any moneys in the account for a state veterans

cemetery shall not revert and, notwithstanding section 12C.7,

subsection 2, interest or earnings on moneys deposited in the

fund shall be credited to the account.

Sec. 2., Section 35B.5, Code 2005, is amended to read as
follows:

35B.5 COMPENSATION.

A member of the commission shall receive twenty-five
dollars or a greater amount as established by the board of

supervisors for each month during which the member attends one

or more commission meetings and shall be reimbursed for
mileage the same as a member of the board of supervisors.
Compensation and mileage shall be paid out of the

appropriation authorized in section 35B.14.

-1-
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S.F. gr. 314

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 135.20 HEPATITIS C AWARENESS
PROGRAM —-- VETERANS -- VACCINATIONS.

1. The department shall establish and administer a

hepatitis C awareness program. The goal of the program shall

be to distribute information to veterans regarding the higher

incidence of hepatitis C exposure and infection among

veterans, the dangers presented by the disease, and contacts

for additional information and referrals. For purposes of

this section, "veteran" means an individual meeting the

definition contained in section 35.1. /

2. The information to be distributed shall be determined

by the department by rule, in consultation with the commission

of veterans affairs. The information shall, at a minimum,

contain statements indicating that:

a. The federal department of veterans affairs estimates a

hepatitis C infection rate in veterans more than three timesg

higher than for the general population.

b. The infection rate for Vietnam veterans is estimated to

be even higher than for other veterans groups.

c. The disease is caused by a bloodborne virus readily

transmitted during combat and combat-related emergency medical

treatment.

d. Many veterans currently carrying the virus were

infected prior to the development of medical screening tests.

e. The hepatitis C virus often resolves into a chronic

infection without symptoms for ten to thirty years before

signs of resultant liver disease appear.

f. This unusually long latency period makes it difficult

to connect current symptoms with an infection that may have

actually been contracted during military service decades ago.

The information shall also present treatment options and

shall specify a procedure to be followed for veterans desiring

a medical consultation for screening and treatment purposes.

The department shall cooperate with the state commission of

veterans affairs regarding distribution of the information to
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the veterans home, the county commissions of veteran affairs,

veterans hospitals, and other appropriate points of

distribution.
Sec. 4. Section 483A.24, subsection 13, Code 2005, is
amended to read as follows:

13. Upon payment of the fee of thirty dollars for a
lifetime hunting and fishing combined license, the department
shall issue a hunting and fishing combined license to a
resident of Iowa who is-a-veteran;-as-defined-in-seetion-35:%
served in the armed forces of the United States for a minimum

aggregate of ninety days of active federal service, who was

disabled or was a prisoner of war during that veteran's
military service. The department shall prepare an application
to be used by a person requesting a hunting and fishing
combined license under this subsection. The commission of
veterans affairs shall assist the department in verifying the
status or claims of applicants under this subsection. As used
in this subsection, "disabled" means entitled to compensation
under the United States Code, Title 38, ch. 11.

Sec. 5. VETERANS HEPATITIS C AWARENESS PROGRAM REPORT.
The Iowa department of public health shall submit a report to

the members of the general assembly by January 1, 2007,

regarding the development and distribution of the information

required by the section of this Act enacting section 135.20

and any resulting impact.
Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. The section of this Act amending
section 35A.3, being deemed of immediate importance, takes

effect upon enactment.

HF 374
-3~ : ec:rj/es/25
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HF 374 - Various Veterans Affairs and Veterans Benefits (LSB 1857 HV)
Analyst: Sue Lerdal (Phone: (515) 281-7794) (sue.lerdal@legis.state.ia.us)
Fiscal Note Version — HV.1

Description

House File 374 relates to veterans issues, including the application of interest earnings of the
Veterans Trust Fund, permitting an increase in a County Commission of Veterans Affairs per
diem, and increasing the number of disabled veterans eligible for a reduced cost lifetime hunting
and fishing license combination. The Bill also provides that the Veterans Trust Fund not revert
at the end of a fiscal year and that the Department of Public Health create a Hepatitis C
Awareness Program for veterans.

Background

Veterans Trust Fund: The interest earned from the deposits in the Veterans Trust Fund would
not impact General Fund revenues. For FY 2005, $1.0 million was appropriated from the
Rebuild lowa Infrastructure Fund for the Trust Fund.

Veteran Commissioners Per Diem: Permitting a County Commission of Veterans Affairs to
increase the per diem would not impact the General Fund. Chapter 35B, Code of lowa,
provides for the County Commissions, with either three or five members, a $25.00 per monthly
meeting per diem. The expenditures are paid from the county’s budget.

Hepatitis C Awareness Program: The Department of Public Health is required to create a
Hepatitis C Awareness Program for veterans. The Department plans to exceed the
requirements in the Bill. The assumptions and fiscal impact reflect the actual cost for the
requirements in the Bill.

The Bill requires the Department to distribute information to veterans relating to certain facts
regarding Hepatitis C and presenting treatment options and procedures for veterans to follow
when desiring a medical consultation. The Bill requires the Department to cooperate with
veterans’ entities to distribute the information. A report is required in January 2007.

The Department of Public Health is receiving federal funds relating to Hepatitis but the
Awareness Program in the Bill is beyond the scope of the federal funding. To implement the
Bill, the Department of Public Health plans to acquire and analyze incidence and geographic
information, provide training to health care providers regarding transmission, treatment, testing,
prevention, and referral information regarding Hepatitis by providing written material and travel
expenditures. The Department plans to reinstate and expand a previously created Viral
Hepatitis Task Force to meet quarterly to assist the Department in development of the
information and training.

Assumptions

Hunting and Fishing Licenses: Increasing the number of disabled veterans eligible for a

reduced cost lifetime hunting and fishing license combination by the inclusion of peacetime

veterans and not requiring service during a time of conflict would not impact the General Fund.

Fees from these licenses are deposited into the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund.

¢ The same percentage (10.0%) applying and receiving a reduced cost license of those
currently eligible would apply and receive the reduced cost license from the inclusion of
peacetime disabled veterans. There are an estimated 4,400 additional peacetime disabled
veterans that would be eligible, with an estimated 440 applying for this benefit. The




assumption is that 220 of these would currently purchase licenses without the reduced cost
benefit.

o |[f the applicant's average age is 40 years old, and the average lowan lifespan is 77.3 years
of age, there could be 37.3 years of impact. The assumption used is 20 years of impact.

e The annual applications from the existing eligible pool of 23,694 veterans are 250. The
assumption used is the same 1.0% each year for the additional eligibles, or 4 licenses per
year after the first year of 440 applicants.

e The current annual cost of the license is $42.00. The lifetime reduced license fee is $30.

Hepatitis C: To meet the Bill's requirements, the Department will need a 0.25 to 0.50 FTE
position to gather Hepatitis factual information regarding treatment options and procedures for
veterans to follow when seeking a medical consultation and to cooperate with the specified
veterans entities in distributing that information.

Fiscal Impact
General Fund Impact:

Additional costs to the Department of Public Health would be a partial FTE position and
development and distribution of written information for the Hepatitis C Awareness Program.
This would be $35,000 without the training and Task Force.

Non-General Fund Impact: |

Local: Impact upon a county budget which may have a County Commission of Veterans Affairs
that meets monthly would result in an increased cost to that county. An increase of $5.00 per
monthly meeting per diem for a three-member Commission would be $180 per year and if all 99
counties had three-member Commissions that met monthly, the annual cost would be $18,000.
An increase of $25.00 per monthly meeting for a five-member Commission would be an
increase of $1,500 per year and if all 99 counties had five-member Commissions that met
monthly, the annual cost would be $149,000 to county budgets.

Other: Impact upon the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund from the additional reduced cost lifetime

hunting and fishing licenses would depend upon the number of participants.

» First year annual revenue to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would increase from $9,240 to
$13,200 or an increase of $3,960.

e Second year annual revenue to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would decrease from
$9,240 to $120, or a reduction of $9,120.

e Ten year cumulative impact to the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund would be a decrease of
$78,000.

Sources

Department of Natural Resources
Commission of Veterans Affairs through the Department of Natural Resources
Department of Public Health

/s/ Holly M. Lyons

March 14, 2005

The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to
Section 2.56, Code of lowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request.
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Amend House File 374, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the House, as follows:

1. By striking everything after the enacting
clause and inserting the following:

"Section 1. Section 7E.5, subsection 1, paragraph
v, Code 2005, is amended to read as follows:

v. The department of veterans affairs. However,
the commission of veterans affairs+—whieh-has created
in section 35A.2 shall have primary responsibility for
state veterans affairs. ‘

Sec. 2. Section 35.1, subsection 1, Code 2005, is
amended to read as follows:

1. —commissien™ "Department"” means the ecommissien
Iowa department of veterans affairs created in section
3522 35A.4.

Sec. 3. Section 35.1, subsection 2, paragraph b,
subparagraphs (1) and (2), Code 2005, are amended to
read as follows:

(1) Former members of the reserve forces of the
United States who served at least twenty years in the
reserve forces afterJanvaery29+—3+943+ and who were
discharged under honorable conditions. However, a
member of the reserve forces of the United States who
completed a minimum aggregate of ninety days of active
federal service, other than training, and was
discharged under honorable conditions, or was retired
under Title X of the United States Code shall be
included as a veteran.

(2) Former members of the Iowa national guard who
served at least twenty years in the Iowa national
guard afterJenuvary—28+—3+9%%3+ and who were discharged
under honorable conditions. However, a member of the
Iowa national guard who was activated for federal
duty, other than training, for a minimum aggregate of

ninety days, and was discharged under honorable

conditions or was retired under Title X of the United
States Code shall be included as a veteran.

Sec. 4. Section 35.1, subsection 2, paragraph b,
Code 2005, 1is amended by adding the following new
subparagraphs:

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (6) Members of the reserve

forces of the United States who have served at least
twenty years in the reserve forces and who continue to
serve in the reserve forces.

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) Members cf the Iowa
national guard who have served at least twenty years
in the Towa national guard and who continue to serve
in the Iowa national guard.

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 35.2 PROOF OF VETERAN
STATUS FOR CERTAIN VETERANS.

S-3118 -1-
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In order to fulfill any eligibility requirements
under Iowa law pertaining to veteran status, a veteran
described in section 35.1, subsection 2, paragraph
"b", subparagraph (6) or (7), shall submit the
veteran's retirement points accounting statement
issued by the armed forces of the United States, the
state adjutant general, or the adjutant general of any
other state, to cenfirm that the person has completed
twenty years of service with the reserve forces or the
national guard.

Sec. 6. Section 35.8, Code 2005, is amended to
read as follows:

35.8 WAR ORPHANS EDUCATIONAL AID FUND.

A war orphans educational aid fund is created as a
separate fund in the state treasury under the control
of the commissien department of veterans affairs. Any
money appropriated for the purpose of aiding in the
education of orphaned children of veterans, as defined
in section 35.1, shall be deposited in the war orphans
educational aid fund.

Sec. 7. Section 35.9, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
2005, is amended to read as follows:

The eemmissieon department of veterans affairs may
expend not more than six hundred dollars per year for
any one child who has lived in the state of Iowa for
two years preceding application for aid, and who is
the child of a person who died during active federal
military service while serving in the armed forces or
during active federal military service in the Iowa
national guard or other military component of the
United States, to defray the expenses of tuition,
matriculation, laboratory and similar fees, books and
supplies, board, lodging, and any other reasonably
necessary expense for the child or children incident
to attendance in this state at an educational or
training institution of college grade, or in a
business or vocational training school with standards
approved by the eemmissien department of veterans
affairs.

Sec. 8. Section 35.10, Code 2005, is amended to
read as follows:

35.10 ELIGIRILITY AND PAYMENT OF AID.

Eligibility for aid shall be determined upon
application to the eemmissien department of veterans
affairs, whose decision is final. The eligibility of
eligible applicants shall be certified by the
eommission department of veterans affairs to the
director of the department of administrative services,
and all amounts that are or become due to an
individual or a training institution under this

S-3118 -2-
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chapter shall be paid to the individual or institution
by the director of the department of administrative
services upon receipt by the director of certification
by the president or governing board of the educational
or training institution as to accuracy of charges
made, and as to the attendance of the individual at
the educational or training institution. The
eommission department of veterans affairs may pay over
the annual sum of four hundred dollars to the
educational or training institution in a lump sum, or
in installments as the circumstances warrant, upon
receiving from the institution such written
undertaking as the eemmissien department may require
to assure the use of funds for the child for the
authorized purposes and for no other purpose. A
person is not eligible for the benefits of this
chapter until the person has graduated from a high
school or educational institution offering a course of
training equivalent to high school training.

Sec. 9. Section 35A.1, Code 2005, is amended by
adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Department" means the Iowa
department of veterans affairs established in section
35A.4.

Sec. 10. Section 35A.3, subsections 2 and 3, Code
2005, are amended to read as follows:

2. Adopt rules pursuant to chapter 172 and
establish policy for the management and operation of
the department and the commission.

3. Prescribe the duties of an executive director

i ] . ] . . hall d

Sec. 11. Section 35A.3, subsections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 11, 12, and 14, Code 2005, are amended by striking
the subsections. '

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 35A.4 DEPARTMENT
ESTABLISHED.

There is established an Iowa department of veterans
affairs which shall consist of a commission, an
executive director, and any additional personnel as
employed by the executive director.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 35A.5 DUTIES OF THE
DEPARTMENT.

The department shall do all of the following:

1. Maintain information and data concerning the
military service records of Iowa veterans.

2. Assist county veteran affairs commissions
established pursuant to chapter 35B. The department
shall provide to county commissions suggested uniform
benefits and administrative procedures for carrying

S-3118 -3-
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out the functions and duties of the county
commissions.

3. Permanently maintain the records including
certified records of bonus applications for awards
paid from the war orphans educational fund under
chapter 35.

4, Collect and maintain information concerning
veterans affairs.

5. Conduct two service schools each year for the
Iowa association of county commissioners and executive
directors.

6. Assist the United States veterans
administration, the Iowa veterans home, funeral
directors