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An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the nonpartisan election of township officers. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 1513HV 81 

sc/pj/5 



... ------------------------~--

S.F. H.F. :;l,:r:l 

1 Section 1. Section 39.21, Code 2005, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Township officers as provided in 

4 section 39.22, subsection 2. 

5 Sec. 2. Section 39.22, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph 

6 2, Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

7 The election of the trustees and clerk of a township may be 

8 restored after approval of the appointment process under this 

9 subsection by a resolution of the board of supervisors 

10 submitting the question to the registered voters who are 

11 eligible to vote for township officers of the township at the 

12 next general election. If the proposition to restore the 

13 election process is approved by a majority of those voting on 

14 the question, the election of the township officers shall 

15 commence with the next primery-e~d general e%ec~io~s election. 

16 A resolution submitting the question of restoring the election 

17 of township officers at the next general election shall be 

18 adopted by the board of supervisors upon receipt of a petition 

19 signed by eligible electors residing in the township equal in 

20 number to at least ten percent of the registered voters of a 

21 township. The initial terms of the trustees shall be 

22 determined by lot, one for two years, and two for four years. 

23 However, if a proposition to change the method of selecting 

24 township officers is adopted by the electorate, a resolution 

25 to change the method shall not be submitted to the electorate 

26 for four years. 

27 Sec. 3. Section 39.22, subsection 2, Code 2005, is amended 

28 to read as follows: 

29 2. BY ELECTION. If the county board of supervisors does 

30 not have the power provided under subsection 1 to fill the 

31 offices of trustee and clerk within a township by appointment, 

32 then the offices of township trustee and township clerk shall 

33 be filled by election on a nonpartisan basis. Township 

34 trustees and the township clerk, in townships which do not 

35 include a city, shall be elected by the voters of the entire 
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l township. In townships which include a city, the officers 

2 shall be elected by the voters of the township who reside 

3 outside the corporate limits of the city, but a township 

4 officer may be a resident of the city. 

5 a. TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. The election of township officers 

6 shall take place at the general election on ballots which 

7 shall not reflect a nominee's political affiliation. 

8 Nomination shall be made by petition in accordance with 

9 chapter 45. The petition form shall be furnished by the 

10 county commissioner of elections and shall be filed with the 

ll county commissioner of elections. A plurality is sufficient 

12 to elect the township officers. 

13 a~ b. TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES. Township trustees shall be 

14 elected biennially to succeed those whose terms of office 

15 expire on the first day of January following the election 

16 which is not a Sunday or legal holiday. The term of office of 

17 each elected township trustee is four years, except as 

18 provided in subsection l for initial terms following 

19 restoration of the election process. 

20 b~ c. TOWNSHIP CLERK. At the general election held in the 

21 year 1990 and every four years thereafter, in each civil 

22 township one township clerk shall be elected who shall hold 

23 office for the term 

24 Sec. 4. Section 

25 follows: 

of four years. 

43.26, Code 2005, 

26 43.26 BALLOT -- FORM. 

is amended to read as 

27 The official primary election ballot shall be prepared, 

28 arranged, and 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

printed substantially in the following 

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT 

(Name of Party) of 

County of 

........ , State of Iowa, 
.•• Rotation (if any). 

Primary election held on 

the ••. day of June, ....•• (year) 

-2-
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

S. F. H.F. ~n 

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................ 
FOR UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................ 
FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................ 
17 (Followed by other elective state officers in the order in 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

which 

order 
they appear in section 39.9 and district officers in the 
in which they appear in sections 39.15 and 39.16.) 

FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

(Vote for no more than two.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................ 

................ 
FOR COUNTY AUDITOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................ 
31 (Followed by other elective county officers in the order in 

32 which they appear in section 39.17.) 

33 P9R-~9WNSH%P-€bERK 

34 

35 
tYete-£er-ne-mere-thsn-ene7t 

----€ANB%BATE~S-NAME 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

S.F. ___ H.F. ~:l_)_ 

----€ANBfBATB~S-NAMB 

--------------------................ 
P9R-~WNSHfP-TRSSTBBS 

tYete-rer-ne-mere-than-twe~t 

----€ANBfBATB~S-NAMB 

----€ANBfBATB~S-NAMB 

----€ANBfBATB~S-NAMB 

--------------------................ 
--------------------................ 

10 Sec. 5. Section 43.53, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 43.53 NOMINEES FOR SUBDIVISION OFFICE -- WRITE-IN 

13 CANDIDATES. 

14 The nominee of each political party for any office to be 

15 filled by the voters of any township-or-ether political 

16 subdivision within the county shall be the person receiving 

17 the highest number of votes cast in the primary election by 

18 the voters of that party for the office. That person shall 

19 appear as the party's candidate for the office on the general 

20 election ballot. A person whose name is not printed on the 

21 official primary ballot shall not be declared nominated as a 

22 candidate for such office in the general election unless that 

23 person receives at least five votes. Nomination of a 

24 candidate for the office of county supervisor elected from a 

25 district within the county shall be governed by section 43.52 

26 and not by this section. 

27 Sec. 6. Section 43.67, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 2005, 

28 is amended to read as follows: 

29 Each candidate nominated pursuant to section 43.52 or 43.65 

30 is entitled to have the candidate's name printed on the 

31 official ballot to be voted at the general election without 

32 other certificate unless the candidate was nominated by write-

33 in votes. Immediately after the completion of the canvass 

34 held under section 43.49, the county auditor shall notify each 

35 person who was nominated by write-in votes for a county er 
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l eow"sn~p office that the person is required to file an 
2 affidavit of candidacy if the person wishes to be a candidate 

3 for that office at the general election. Immediately after 

4 the completion of the canvass held under section 43.63, the 

5 secretary of state shall notify each person who was nominated 

6 by write-in votes for a state or federal office that the 
7 person is required to file an affidavit of candidacy if the 

8 person wishes to be a candidate for that office at the general 

9 election. If the affidavit is not filed by five p.m. on the 
10 seventh day after the completion of the canvass, that person's 

ll name shall not be placed upon the official general election 

12 ballot. The affidavit shall be signed by the candidate, 

13 notarized, and filed with the county auditor or the secretary 

14 of state, whichever is applicable. 

15 Sec. 7. Section 49.30, subsection 1, Code 2005, is amended 
16 to read as follows: 

17 l. Where special paper ballots are used, if it is not 

18 possible to include all offices and public measures on a 

19 single ballot, separate ballots may be provided for tow"sn~p 

20 of£iees7 nonpartisan offices, judges, or public measures. 

21 Sec. 8. Section 49.30, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

22 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

23 a. If it is impossible to place the names of all 

24 candidates on the machine ballot, the commissioner may provide 
25 a separate paper ballot for the candidates for judge of the 

26 district court, tne-tow"snip-o££iees, and the nonpartisan 

27 offices listed in section 39.21. One of the paper ballots 

28 shall be furnished to each registered voter. 

29 Sec. 9. Section 49.37, subsection 3, Code 2005, is 

30 amended to read as follows: 
31 3. The commissioner shall arrange the partisan county 

32 offices on the ballot with the board of supervisors first, 

33 followed by the other county offices a"d-tow"snip-o££iees in 

34 the same sequence 

35 39.17 a"d-39.~~. 

in which they appear in seetio"s section 

Nonpartisan offices shall be listed after 

-5-
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S.F . ___ H. F. .:2 ;l'J.. 

1 partisan offices. 

2 Sec. 10. Section 43.21, Code 2005, is repealed. 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 This bill changes the offices of township trustee and 

5 township clerk to nonpartisan offices nominated for election 

6 by the petition process, without regard to political 

7 affiliation. A nominating petition for a township office 

8 requires signatures 

9 township. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

of at least 10 eligible electors of the 

-6-

LSB 1513HV 81 

sc:rj/pj/5 



BOUSE FILE 222 
S•3154 

1 Amend House File 222, as passed by the House, as 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
By 

follows: 
1. Page 6, by inserting after line 2, the 

following: 
"Sec. TOWNSHIP STUDY. A study of township 

government in Iowa shall be conducted by the public 
policy and administration program in the department of 
political science at Iowa state university of science 
and technology. The study shall include a description 
and analysis of the statutory powers and duties of 
townships and township officials, an assessment of the 
advantages and disadvantages of continuing township 
govern~ent as a pol~tical subdivision of the state, 
and identification of alternative assignments of 
powers and duties of townships and township officials. 
The public policy and administration program shall 
produce a study report regarding the findings of the 
study. 

The department of management shall make available 
any information relating to townships requested by the 
public policy and administration program in 
conjunction with the study of township gove~n~ent. 

The public policy and administration program shall 
consult with the Iowa state association of counties, 
the Iowa league of cities, township trustees, township 
clerks, fire district representatives, and other 
relevant parties in conducting the study. 

The study report shall be submitted to the general 
assemb:y on or before·January 15, 2006." 

2. Title page, by striking line 1, and inserting 
the following: "An Act relating to townships by 
providing for the nonpartisan election of township 
officers and providing for a township study." 

3. By renumbering as necessary. 
HERMAN C. QUIRMBACH DAVE MULDER 
BRAD ZAUN DARYL BEALL 
ROGER STEWART PAT WARD 

S-3154 FILED APRIL 20, 2005 
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BOUS!! PILl! 222 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE NONPARTISAN ELECTION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

BB IT EMACTP!D BY TBB G~ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OP' IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 39.21, Code 2005, ia amended by adding 
the tollowin; new aubaectlon: 

NEW SUBSECTION. f. Townahlp officer• •• provided in 
section 39.22, aubaectlon 2. 

Sec. 2. Section 39.22, aubaection 1, unnumher@d paragraph 
2, Code 2005, ia amended to read aa followaa 

The election ot the truateea and clerk of a townahlp may be 
restored after approval of the appointment proceaa under this 
subsection by a reaolutlon of the board of auperviaora 
submitting the queatlon to the re;iatared votera who are 
eligible to vote for townahlp officers of the township at the 
next general election. If the propoeitlon to reatore the 
election proceaa ia approved by a majority of those votinq on 
the quaation, the election of the township officers shall 
commence with the next priaary-and general eieetiena election. 
A reaolution aubmittinq the question ot restoring the election 
of tovnahip officers at the next qeneral election shall be 
adopted by the board of auperviaors upon receipt of a petition 
ai;ne4 by eligible electors residing in the townahip equal in 
number to at least ten percent of the reqlatered voter& of a 
tovnahip. The initial teras of the truateea ahall be 

deterained by lot, one for two yeara, and two tor tour years. 
However, if a propoaition to change the method of &electing 
townahip officers is adopted by the electorate, a resolution 
to change the aethod ehall not be submitted to the electorate 
tor tour years. 

e e 
Bouse File 222, p. 2 

Sec. 3. Section 39.22, aubaection 2, Code 2005, ia aaended 
to read aa follovaa 

2. BY IL!CTION. If the county board of auperviaora doea 
not have the power provided under aubaection 1 to fill the 
offices of trustee and clerk within a township by appointaent, 
then the offices of townehip truatee and townahip clerk ahall 
be filled by election on a nonpartiaan baala. Townahip 
truatees and the townahip clerk, in townahlpa which do not 
include a city, ahall be elect&d by the voter& of the entire 
townahlp. In townahlpa which include a city, the officers 
ahall be elected by the voters of the township who reside 
outaida the corporate limite of the city, but a township 
officer aay be a resident of tha city. 

a. TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. The election of townahip officers 
ahall take place at the general election on ballota which 
ahall not reflect a nominaa'a political affiliation. 
Nomination ahall be made by petition in accordance with 
chapter t5. The petition form shall be furnished by the 
county ~isaioner of electiona and ahall be filed with the 
county commiaaionar of elections. A plurality ia aufficient 
to elect the township officers. 

AT ~ TOKNSBIP TROSTEES. Townahip truataaa ahall be 

elected biennially to aucceed thoaa whoae teru. of office 
expire on the first day of January following the election 
which ia not a Sunday or legal holiday. The term of office of 
each elected tovnahip truatea is four yeara, except aa 
provided in aubaection 1 tor initial terma following 
reatoration of the election procees. 

8T ~ TOWNSHIP CLERK. At the qeneral election bald in 
the year 1990 and every four yeara thereafter, in each civil 
tovnahip one township clerk shall be elected vho ahall hold 
office for the tera of four years. 

Sec. •· Section 43.26, Code 2005, ia amended to read aa 
folloW& a 

H.F. 222 



Bouse Fiie 222, p. 3 

.3.26 BALLOT -- FORM. 

The official primary election ballot ahall be prepared, 

arranged, and printed aubatantially in the followin9 formr 
PRIMARY !LEC'l'ION BALLOT 

(Name of Party} of 
County of 

••.••••. , State of Iowa, 
••. Rotation (if any), 

Primary election held on 
the ••• day of June, •••••• (year) 

l'OR UNITED STATES BKNATOR 
(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
•• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 •• 

POR UNITED STATaS 

RZ'PR.ESENTA'I'IVB 
(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDA'l'B' 8 NAME 
CANDIDATE'S NAK£ 

FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
••••••••••• 00 0 •• 

(Followed by other elective etate officer• in the order in 
which they appear in section 39.9 and dietrict officer• in the 
order in which they appear in aectiona 39.15 and 39.16.) 

e 

FOR BOARD OP' SOPIRVlSORS 
(Vote for no more than two.) 

CANDIDATE' 8 NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAKB 

e 

Bouse File 222, p. • 

l'OR COON'l'Y AUDITOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

(Followed by other elective county officer• in the order in 
which they appear in aectlon 39.17.} 

P8R-~BHfP-e~BRft 

tYote-f~-ne-acre-than-oneTt 

==:-e~BA9B~8-NAMB 

==:-eAHBf&ltfli.J.S-HMS 

==-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

P&R-98WN8BfP-~889BB8 

tYOte-for-ne-.ere-than-twoTt 
==:-e~BA9B~8-HAMB 

=-eAIIHIIA~~S-IWIII 

:=-8AN9flh\9-B.J.S-MAIUI 

===-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

===-TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Sec. s. Section ,3,§3, Coda 200S, ia amended to read aa 
follows: 

.3.53 HOMINIES POR SOBOlVlSION OFPICE -- WRITE-IN 
CANDIDATES. 

The nominee of each political party for any office to be 
filled by the votera of any townahip-or-ethar political 
aubdiviaion within the county ahall be the paraon receiving 
the higheat nuaber of votea caat in the primary election by 
the voter• of that party for the office. That peraon shall 

appear aa the party'• candidate for the office on the general 
election ballot. A person whoae naae ia not printed on tha 
official prlaary ballot shall not be declared nominated aa a 
candidate for auch office in the general election unleaa that 
peraon reoeivea at leaet five votea. Nomination of a 
candidate for the office of county auperviaor elected froa a 
diatrict within the county •hall be governed by aeetion ,3,52 
and not by this eection. 

e 



·~ e 
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Sec. 6. Section 43.67, unnumbered paraqraph 1, Code 2005, 

ie amended to raad aa followa' 
Each c~ndidate nominated purauant to section 43.52 or 43.65 

ia entitled to have the candidate's name printed on the 
official ballot to be voted at the general election without 
other certificate unleaa the candidate vas nominated by write­
in votea. Immediately after the completion ot the canvaaa 
held under section 43.49, the county auditor ahall notify each 
person who waa nominate4 by write-in votes !or a county or 
townsh*P office that the peraori ia required to file an 
affidavit of candidacy it the peraon viahea to be a candidate 
for that office at the general election. Immediately after 
the completion ot the canvasa held under section 43.63, the 
secretary of atate ahall notify each person who waa nominated 
by write-in ~ote1 tor a atate or federal office that the 
peraon ia required to file an affidavit of candidacy it the 
peraon wiahea to be a candidate for that office at the general 
election. It the affidavit ia not filed by five p.m. on the 
seventh day after the completion of the canvaaa, that person's 
name shall not be placed upon the official general election 
ballot. The affidavit ahall be aigned by the candidate, 
notarised, and filed with the county auditor or the aecretary 
of atate, whichever is applicable. 

Sec. 1. Section 49.30, aubaectlon 1, Code 2005, ia amended 
to read aa tollova: 

1. Where special paper ballota are used, if it ia not 
possible to include all offices and public meaaurea on a 
aingle ballot, separate ballot• may be provided for townah+p 
offieea7 nonpartisan otticea, judgea, or public Measures. 

Sec. 8. Section 49.30, aubaection 2, paragraph a, Code 
2005, ia amended to read aa follow•~ 

a. If it ia impoaalble to place the namea of all 
candidates on the machine ballot, the commissioner may provide 
a separate paper ballot for the candidates for judge of the 
district court, the-townah+p-off+eea7 and the nonpartisan 

e e 
&ouae File 222, p. 6 

offices listed in aection 39.21. One of the paper ballot• 
shall be furni•hed to each reqiatered voter. 

Sec. 9. Section 49.37, subsection 3, Coda 2005, la 
amended to read aa follows: 

3. The commieaioner ahall arranqe tha partiean county 
offices on the ballot with the board of supervisors firat, 
followed by the other county offices an4-townahip-effieea in 
tha aame aequance in which they appear in aaet•ene section 
39.17 and-39Tii. Honpartiaan officee shall be listed after 
partisan o!ficaa. 

Sec. 10. &action 43.21, Code 2005, ia repealed. 

CHRIS'l'OPRER C. RANTS 

Speaker of the Bouae 

JOHN P. JCIBBIE 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thia bill originated in the Souae and 
ia known aa Bouae File 222, Ei9hty-firat General Aaaemhly. 

Approved {o I ( U 
j 

TBDIIIAS J. VILSACit 
Governor 

2005 

MARGARET THOMSON 

Chief Clerk of the Rouae 

H.F. 222 


