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providing for the reimbursement of dispositional expenses. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 351.37, Code 2001, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 351.37 RUNNING AT LARGE -- APPREHENSION AND IMPOUNDAGE. 

4 Any A dog round may be apprehended and impounded by a local 

5 board of health or law enforcement official if the dog is 

6 running at large and the dog is not wearing a valid rabies 

7 vaccination tag and-ro~-wh±eh-no ~ rabies vaccination 

8 certificate ean-be-~~odueed-shaii-be-a~~~ehended-and-±m~ounded 

9 is not presented to the local board of health or law 

10 enforcement official. 

11 When-sueh If a dog has been a~~rehended-and impounded, the 

12 local board of health or law enforcement official shall 9±ve 

13 provide written notice ±n-not-iess-tnan-two-days to the known 

14 owner7-±r-known of the dog. Tr The notice shall be sent 

15 within two days after the dog has been impounded. The notice 

16 shall provide that if the owner does not redeem the dog within 

17 seven days or from the date of the-not±ee impoundment, the dog 

18 may be humanely destroyed or otherwise disposed of in 

19 accordance with law. An owner may redeem a dog by having it 

20 immediately vaccinated and by paying the cost of impoundment. 

21 If the owner of a the impounded dog a~~rehended-o~ 
22 ±m~ounded-eannot-be-ioeated fails to redeem the dog within 

23 seven days from the date that the dog is impounded, the animai 

24 dog may be humaneiy-dest~oyed-o~-otherwise disposed of in 

25 accordance with law. If the dog is destroyed, it must be 

26 destroyed by euthanasia as defined in section 162.2. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 717B.l, Code 2001, is amended by adding 

28 the following new subsections: 

29 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Dispositional expenses" means 

30 expenses incurred by a local authority in rescuing an animal 

31 as provided in section 717B.5, maintaining the animal until 

32 the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding as provided in 

33 section 717B.4, or disposing of the animal as provided in 

34 section 717B.4. 

35 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. "Responsible party" means a person who 
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1 owns or maintains an animal. 
2 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. "Threatened animal" means an animal 

3 that is abused as provided in section 717B.2, neglected as 

4 provided in section 717B.3, or tortured as provided in section 

5 717B.3A. 

6 Sec. 3. Section 717B.4, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 717B.4 BfSP9Sf~f9N-9P-NE6~E€~EB-ANfMA~S DISPOSITIONAL 

9 PROCEEDINGS. 

10 1. A Upon a petition brought by a local authority, a court 

11 in the county where an animal is maintained by a responsible 

12 party or a local authority shall determine if the animal is a 

13 threatened animal and order ~he its disposition o£-an-animai 

14 negiee~ed-a~-provided-in-~ee~ion-7i7B•3 after a hearing ~pon 

15 appiiea~ion-or-pe~i~ion-~o-~he-eo~r~-by-a-ioeai-a~~hori~y-or 

16 ~he-per~on-owning-or-earing-£or-the-animai. 

17 a. The matter shall be heard within ten days from the 

18 filing of the petition for disposition by the local authority. 

19 b. If the animal has been rescued, the court may order 

20 that the animal be placed under the custody of the local 

21 authority and maintained in the same manner as a rescued 

22 animal under section 717B.5. 

23 c. The court may continue the hearing for up to £or~y 

24 thirty days upon petition by the per~on responsible party. 
25 However, the court shall not grant a continuance unless the 

26 animal is maintained by the local authority. ~he-per~on-~haii 

27 The responsible party must post a bond or other security with 

28 the local authority in-an as a condition of the continuance. 

29 The amount of the bond or other security shall be determined 

30 by the court, which shall not be more than the amount 

31 sufficient to provide maintenance of the animal for £or~y 

32 thirty days. The court may grant a subsequent continuance by 

33 the-per~on upon petition by the responsible party. The 

34 continuance shall be for ~he-~ame-iength-o£-~ime-i£-~he-person 

35 s~bmi~s not more than thirty days. The responsible party must 
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1 post a new bond or security as a condition of the subsequent 

2 continuance in the same manner as the original bond or 

3 security or as otherwise ordered by the court. However, the 

4 court shall order the immediate disposition of the animal if 

5 the animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a 

6 degree that would result in severe or prolonged suffering. 

7 2. The hearing to determine if the animal has-beeft 

8 "eg%eeted is a threatened animal for purposes of disposition 

9 shall be a civil proceeding. If the case is related to a 

10 criminal proceeding, the disposition shall not be part of that 

11 proceeding and shall not be considered a criminal penalty 

12 imposed on a person found in violation of seet±o"-~%~B.3 this 

13 chapter. 

14 3. A If the court determines that an animal is not a 

15 threatened animal, the court shall order that the animal be 

16 returned to the custody of the responsible party. If the 

17 court determines that an animal is a threatened animal, the 

18 court shall order the local authority to dispose of the 

19 threatened animal in any manner deemed appropriate for the 

20 welfare of the animal. In addition, all of the following 

21 apply: 
22 a. The court may order a-~ersoft-owftiftg the fteg%eeted 

23 aft±mai responsible party to pay an amount which shall not be 

24 more than the dispositional expenses incurred ±"-ma±"ta±"±"g 

25 the-"egieeted-a"±ma%-rese~ed-pttrs~aftt-to-seet±o"-~i~B•57-aftd 

26 by the local authority. The court may also award the local 

27 authority court costs, reasonable attorney fees and expenses 

28 related to the investigation and prosecution of the easeL 

29 which shall be taxed as part of the costs of the action. ~he 

30 remaifti"g-amottftt-o£-a-bo"d-or-otner-seettr±ty-posted-~ttrs~aftt 

31 to-this-ena~ter-shall-be-~sed-to-re±mbttrse 

32 c. If a bond or other security was posted as a condition 

33 for a continuance of a disposition hearing as provided in this 

34 section, the local authority may use the posted amount to 

35 offset the local authority's dispositional expenses. %£-mere 
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1 ~ha~-o~e-per~e~-ha~-a-d±v±s±bie-±~~ere~~-±~-~he-a~±ma%7-~he 

2 amott~~-reqtt±red-~e-be-pa±d-~haii-be-prera~ed-ba~ed-e~-~he 

3 peree~~a~e-e£-±~~ere~~-±~-~he-a~±mai-ew~ed-by-eaeh-per~e~~ 

4 ~he-mefteys-shaii-be-pa±d-~e-~he-ieeai-attther±ty-±~ettrr±ft~-~he 

5 expeftse~--~he-amett~~-shaii-be-~ttb~rae~ed-£rem-proeeeds-ewed-~o 

6 ~he-ewfter-or-ewfters-o£-the-aft±ma%7-wh±eh-are-reee±ved-£rem-the 

7 saie-e£-~he-a~±ma%-ordered-by-~he-eettr~T 

8 d. Mefteys-ewed-~e-~he-ieea%-att~hor±~y If any moneys are 

9 realized from the saie disposition of a fte~iee~ed threatened 

10 animal, the moneys shall be paid used to offset the local 
11 att~her±ty authority's dispositional expenses before satisfying 

12 indebtedness secured by any security interest in or lien on 

13 the threatened animal. 
14 e. If the threatened animal is owned by more than one 

15 responsible party, the amount required to offset the local 

16 authority's dispositional expenses shall be prorated among the 

17 responsible parties based on the percentage of interest owned 

18 in the threatened animal attributable to the responsible 

19 parties as the threatened animal's titleholders. For purposes 

20 of this paragraph, a responsible party who does not own an 
21 interest in the threatened animal shall be deemed to be an 

22 owner holding a percentage interest in the animal egual to the 

23 largest percentage interest held by a landowner who is 

24 attributed an interest as the threatened animal's titleholder. 

25 If aft-ew~er-e£ the aft±ma% responsible party is a landowner, 

26 the local authority may submit aft the amount to reimburse the 

27 local authority for its dispositional expenses to the clerk of 

28 the county board of supervisors who shall report the amount to 

29 the county treasurer. ~he-amett~~-sha%%-eqttai-the-baia~ee 

30 rema±ft±~~-arter-~he-~aie-e£-the-aft±ma%~ If the threatened 

31 animal ewfter-ew~~-a-peree~~a~e-e£-~he-aft±ma%7-~he-reper~ed 

32 amettft~-~ha%%-eqtta%-~he-rema±ft±ft~-ba%aftee-ewed-by-a%% 

33 %aftdewfter~-whe-ew~-a-pereeft~a~e-o£-~he-aft±ma%~--~ha~ is owned 

34 by more than one landowner, the amount shall be prorated among 

35 the landowners based on the percentage of interest owned in 
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1 the threatened animal attributable to each landowner as the 

2 animal's titleholders. The amount shall be placed upon the 
3 tax books, and collected with interest and penalties after 

4 due, in the same manner as other unpaid property taxes. The 

5 county shall reimburse a city within thirty days from the 

6 collection of the property taxes. 

7 4. Negiee~ed-animais A threatened animal that is ordered 

8 by a court to be destroyed under this section shall be 

9 destroyed only by a-h~mane-methodT-inei~ding euthanasia as 
10 defined in section 162.2. 

11 Sec. 4. Section 717B.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
12 follows: 
13 717B.5 RESCUE OF NEG~E€~EB THREATENED ANIMALS. 

14 A local authority may provide for the rescue of an animal 

15 as follows: 

16 1. A The rescue must be made by a law enforcement officer7 
17 having cause to believe that the animal is a threatened animal 
18 after consulting with a veterinarian licensed pursuant to 

19 chapter 1697-may. The law enforcement officer may rescue an 
20 animai-negieeted-as-~rovided-in-seetion-7i7B~3 the animal by 
21 entering on public or private property, as provided in this 

22 subsection. The officer may enter onto property of a person 

23 to rescue a-negieeted the animal7 if the officer obtains a 

24 search warrant issued by a court, or enters onto the premises 

25 in a manner consistent with the laws of this state and the 
26 United States, including Article I, section a, of the 

27 Constitution of the State of Iowa, or the fourth amendment to 
28 the Constitution of the United States. 
29 2. If an animal is rescued pursuant to this section, the 

30 local authority shall provide for the maintenance of the 

31 negieeted animal. The local authority may contract with an 

32 animal care provider for the maintenance of the negieeted 

33 animal. The local authority shall ~ost provide the 

34 responsible party for the animal with notice of the rescue. 
35 The notice may be accomplished by doing any of the following: 
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1 a. Delivering written notice to the responsible party's 

2 last known address by the united States postal service or 

3 personal service. 

4 b. Posting a notice in a conspicuous place at the location 

5 where the animal was rescued. 
6 The notice shall state that the animal has been rescued by 

7 the local authority pursuant to this section. 

8 3. Within ten days after the date that an animal is 

9 rescued, the local authority shall initiate a dispositional 

10 proceeding pursuant to section 717B.4. 

11 4. The local authority shall pay the animal care provider 

12 for the animal's maintenance regardless of proceeds received 

13 from the ~a~e-e£-~fte disposition of the animal or any 

14 reimbursement ordered by a court, pursuant to section 717B.4. 

15 3.--~he-aft±ma~-~fta~~-be-~~bjee~-~e-d±~pe~±~±eft-a~-req~±red 

16 by-a-eettr~,-p~r~ttaft~-~e-~ee~±oft-7%7B••• 
17 EXPLANATION 

18 This bill provides for the taking and disposition of 

19 animals other than livestock by local authorities. 

20 Specifically, the bill amends two Code chapters: Code chapter 

21 351 providing for the regulation of dogs, including dogs 

22 running at large, and Code chapter 717B providing offenses 
23 involving nonlivestock animals, including abuse, neglect, and 

24 torture, and the rescue and disposition of such animals. 
25 DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE. The bill amends Code section 351.37 

26 that provides that a dog may be apprehended and impounded if 

27 the dog is running at large and there is no proof that the dog 

28 has a valid rabies vaccination. According to Code section 

29 351.36, local health and law enforcement officials are 

30 responsible for enforcing the Code section. The Code section 

31 provides that once a dog has been impounded, a local board of 

32 health or law enforcement official is required to send a 

33 notice to the dog's owner, if known, notifying the owner of 

34 the impoundment. The notice must be sent within two days 

35 following the apprehension and impoundment. After seven days 
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1 following delivery of the notice, the board or official may 

2 dispose of the dog. 

3 The bill makes a number of stylistic changes for purposes 

4 of enhancing the readability of the Code section. In 

5 addition, the bill provides that if the owner of an impounded 
6 dog fails to redeem the dog within seven days from the date 
7 that the dog is impounded, the dog may be disposed of in 

8 accordance with law. The bill provides that if the dog is 

9 destroyed, it must be destroyed by euthanasia as defined in 

10 Code section 162.2. 

11 OFFENSES INVOLVING ANIMALS. In 1994, the general assembly 

12 enacted House File 637 (1994 Iowa Acts, ch. 1103) which 
13 created two Code chapters prohibiting animal abuse and 

14 neglect: Code chapter 717 which governs the abuse and neglect 
15 of livestock and Code chapter 717B which governs the abuse and 
16 neglect of other animals. In 2000, the general assembly 

17 enacted House File 723 (2000 Iowa Acts, ch. 1152), creating a 

18 new offense referred to as "animal torture" in Code section 

19 717B.3A. 

20 Code chapter 717B prohibits a person from abusing, 
21 neglecting, or torturing animals (other than livestock), with 
22 certain exceptions, and imposes criminal penalties upon 
23 violators. Abuse occurs when a person other than the animal's 
24 owner acts to injure or destroy the animal. Neglect occurs 
25 when the owner injures, destroys, or otherwise fails to care 

26 properly for an animal. Torture occurs when any person 

27 inflicts upon an animal severe physical pain with a depraved 

28 or sadistic intent to cause prolonged suffering or death. The 
29 Code chapter authorizes a local authority (i.e., a county or 

30 city) to rescue an animal in cases of neglect. The rescue 
31 must be performed by a peace officer after consulting with a 

32 licensed veterinarian. The local authority must post a notice 

33 of the rescue at the rescue site. The Code chapter also 

34 provides for the maintenance of rescued animals. The 

35 disposition of the animalR must be determined by a court in a 
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1 civil proceeding on an expedited basis. The Code chapter 

2 provides for the payment of costs by the owner of maintaining 

3 the animal by the local authority. It also provides for the 

4 disposition of the animal including by humane destruction. 

5 The bill makes a number of changes to Code section 717B.4 

6 providing for the disposition of neglected animals and Code 

7 section 717B.5 providing for the rescue of those animals. 

8 Many of the changes are made to enhance the readability of the 

9 section. There are also a number of substantive changes. The 

10 bill provides that the local authority may rescue and a court 

11 may provide for the disposition of a "threatened animal" which 

12 is defined to mean an animal that is abused, neglected, or 

13 tortured. The bill provides that both the owner of the animal 
14 and a person who is not the owner, but who maintains the 

15 animal, are responsible parties in a dispositional proceeding. 

16 Thus, a nonowner may be liable for the maintenance of the 

17 animal under the custody or supervision of a local authority. 

18 The bill provides that the responsible party is liable for 

19 dispositional expenses which include expenses incurred by a 

20 local authority in rescuing an animal, maintaining the animal 

21 until the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding, and 

22 disposing of the animal. The bill also reduces the time that 

23 the responsible party may be granted a continuance from 40 to 

24 30 days. It provides that the local authority may provide 

25 notice of a rescue by mail or personal service. Finally, the 

26 bill requires that following a rescue, a local authority must 

27 petition a court for disposition of the animal within 10 days 

28 of the rescue. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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1 Section 1. Section 351.37, Code 2001, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 351.37 RUNNING AT LARGE -- APPREHENSION AND IMPOUNDAGE. 

4 Afty A dog ~Ottftd may be apprehended and impounded by a local 

5 board of health or law enforcement official if the dog is 

6 running at large and the dog is not wearing a valid rabies 

7 vaccination tag aftd-ror-whieh-fte 2£_! rabies vaccination 

8 certificate eaft-be-~rodtteed-~ha~~-be-a~~reheftded-aftd-im~ottftded 

9 is not presented to the local board of health or law 

10 enforcement official. 

11 Wheft-~tteh If a dog has been a~~reheftded-aftd impounded, the 

12 local board of health or law enforcement official shall gi~e 

13 provide written notice ift-ftO~-~ess-thaft-two-day~ to the known 

14 owner,-i£-known of the dog. Tf The notice shall be sent 

15 within two days after the dog has been impounded. The notice 

16 shall provide that if the owner does not redeem the dog within 

17 seven days o~ from the date of tne-no~iee impoundment, the dog 

18 may be humanely destroyed or otherwise disposed of in 

19 accordance with law. An owner may redeem a dog by having it 

20 immediately vaccinated and by paying the cost of impoundment. 

21 If the owner of a the impounded dog a~~rehended-or 

22 im~ottnded-eannet-be-~oeated fails to redeem the dog within 

23 seven days from the date that the dog is impounded, the aftima~ 

24 dog may be httmane~y-de~troyed-er-etnerwi~e disposed of in 

25 accordance with law. If the dog is destroyed, it must be 

26 destroyed by euthanasia as defined in section 162.2. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 717B.l, Code 2001, is amended by adding 

28 the following new subsections: 

29 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Dispositional expenses" means 

30 expenses incurred by a local authority in rescuing an animal 

31 as provided in section 7178.5, maintaining the animal until 

32 the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding as provided in 

33 section 7178.4, or disposing of the animal as provided in 

34 section 717B.4. 

35 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. "Responsible party" means a person who 
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owns or maintains an animal. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. "Threatened animal" means an animal 

3 that is abused as provided in section 717B.2, neglected as 

4 provided in section 717B.3, or tortured as provided in section 

5 717B.3A. 

6 Sec. 3. Section 717B.4, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 717B.4 B~SP9S~~~eN-9P-NE6bE€~EB-AN~MAbS DISPOSITIONAL 

9 PROCEEDINGS. 

10 1. A Upon a petition brought by a local authority, a court 

11 in the county where an animal is maintained by a responsible 

12 party or a local authority shall determine if the animal is a 

13 threatened animal and order ~he its disposition o£-aft-aft±ma± 

14 fte~±ee~ed-as-~ro~±ded-±ft-see~±oft-7%78•3 after a hearing tt~oft 

15 appi±ea~±oft-or-pe~±~±oft-~o-~ne-eottr~-by-a-±oea±-att~nor±~y-or 

16 ~ne-~ersoft-owft±ft~-or-ear±ft9-for-~he-aft±ma±. 

7 a. The matter shall be heard within ten days from the 

8 filing of the petition for disposition by the local authority. 

19 b. If the animal has been rescued, the court may order 

20 that the animal be placed under the custody of the local 

21 authority and maintained in the same manner as a rescued 

22 animal under section 717B.5. 

23 c. The court may continue the hearing for up to £or~y 

24 thirty days upon petition by the persoft responsible party. 

25 However, the court shall not grant a continuance unless the 

26 animal is maintained by the local authority. ~he-persoft-shai± 

27 The responsible party must post a bond or other security with 

28 the local authority ±ft-aft as a condition of the continuance. 

29 The amount of the bond or other security shall be determined 

30 by the court, which shall not be more than the amount 

31 sufficient to provide maintenance of the animal for for~y 

32 thirty days. The court may grant a subsequent continuance by 

33 ~he-~ersoft upon petition by the responsible party. The 

4 continuance shall be for ~he-same-±eft~~n-o£-~±me-±£-~ne-~ersoft 

5 sttbm±~s not more than thirty days. The responsible party must 
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1 post a new bond or security as a condition of the subseguent 

2 continuance in the same manner as the original bond or 

3 security or as otherwise ordered by the court. However, the 

4 court shall order the immediate disposition of the animal if 

5 the animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a 

6 degree that would result in severe or prolonged suffering. 

7 2. The hearing to determine if the animal has-b~en 

8 n~~~~et~d is a threatened animal for purposes of disposition 

9 shall be a civil proceeding. If the case is related to a 

10 criminal proceeding, the disposition shall not be part of that 

11 proceeding and shall not be considered a criminal penalty 

12 imposed on a person found in violation of s~etien-7~7B~3 this 

13 chapter. 

14 3. A If the court determines that an animal is not a 

15 threatened animal, the court shall order that the animal be 

16 returned to the custody of the responsible party. If the 

17 court determines that an animal is a threatened animal, the 

18 court shall order the local authority to dispose of the 

19 threatened animal in any manner deemed appropriate for the 

20 welfare of the animal. In addition, all of the following 

21 apply: 

22 a. The court may order a-~~rsen-ewnin~ the n~~~~et~d 

23 anima~ responsible party to pay an amount which shall not be 

24 more than the dispositional expenses incurred in-maintain±n~ 

25 th~-neg~~et~d-anima~-resetted-~ttrsttant-to-seetion-7~7B•5,-and 

26 by the local authority. The court may also award the local 

27 authority court costs, reasonable attorney fees and expenses 

28 related to the investigation and prosecution of the easeL 

29 which shall be taxed as part of the costs of the action. ~h~ 

30 r~mainin~-amottnt-o£-a-bend-er-other-seettr±ty-~est~d-~ttrsttant 

31 to-this-eha~t~r-sha~~-be-ttsed-to-r~imbttrs~ 

32 c. If a bond or other security was posted as a condition 

33 for a continuance of a disposition hearing as provided in this 

34 section, the local authority may use the posted amount to 

35 offset the local authority's dispositional expenses. ~£-mor~ 
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~haft-ofte-~er~oft-ha~-a-di~i~±bie-±ft~ere~~-±ft-~he-aftimal,-~he 

2 amottn~-reqttired-~e-be-~aid-shall-be-~rora~ed-based-on-~ne 

3 ~ereeft~age-e~-ift~erest-in-tne-animal-owfted-by-eaeh-person• 

4 ~he-money~-~hali-be-~aid-to-the-loeal-att~hority-±ftettrr±ng-the 

5 ex~eftse.--~he-amottft~-shall-be-~ttb~rae~ed-~rom-~roeeed~-ewed-~e 

6 ~he-owner-or-owfter~-e~-~he-aftimal,-wh±eh-are-reee±~ed-~rem-~he 

7 sale-of-~he-aft±mal-erdered-by-~he-eettr~. 

8 d. Moftey~-ewed-~e-the-loeal-att~her±~y If any moneys are 

9 realized from the ~ale disposition of a fteglee~ed threatened 

10 animal, the moneys shall be ~aid used to offset the local 

11 att~her±ty authority's dispositional expenses before satisfying 

12 indebtedness secured by any security interest in or lien on 

13 the threatened animal. 

14 e. If the threatened animal is owned by more than one 

15 responsible party, the amount required to offset the local 

16 authority's dispositional expenses shall be prorated among the 

7 responsible parties based on the percentage of interest owned 

8 in the threatened animal attributable to the responsible 

19 parties as the threatened animal's titleholders. For purposes 

20 of this paragraph, a responsible party who does not own an 

21 interest in the threatened animal shall be deemed to be an 

22 owner holding a percentage interest in the animal equal to the 

23 largest percentage interest held by a landowner who is 

24 attributed an interest as the threatened animal's titleholder. 

25 If an-ewner-e~ the aftimal responsible party is a landowner, 

26 the local authority may submit an the amount to reimburse the 

27 local authority for its dispositional expenses to the clerk of 

28 the county board of supervisors who shall report the amount to 

29 the county treasurer. ~he-amottft~-~hall-eq~al-~he-balaftee 

30 rema±ft±ftg-a~~er-~he-sale-e~-~he-aft±mal. If the threatened 

31 animal owfter-owfts-a-~ereefttage-ef-~he-aft±mal7-the-re~orted 

32 amottft~-~hali-eqttal-the-remainiftg-balaftee-owed-by-ali 

33 laftdowfter~-whe-owft-a-~ereeft~age-of-~he-aftimal.--~ha~ is owned 

by more than one landowner, the amount shall be prorated among 

5 the landowners based on the percentage of interest owned in 
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1 the threatened animal attributable to each landowner as the 

2 animal's titleholders. The amount shall be placed upon the 

3 tax books, and collected with interest and penalties after 

4 due, in the same manner as other unpaid property taxes. The 

5 county shall reimburse a city within thirty days from the 

6 collection of the property taxes. 

7 4. Ne~±eeted-aftima±s A threatened animal that is ordered 

8 by a court to be destroyed under this section shall be 

9 destroyed only by a-h~mafte-methea7-ifte±~aift~ euthanasia as 
10 defined in section 162.2. 

11 Sec. 4. Section 717B.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 7178.5 RESCUE OF NEShE€~EB THREATENED ANIMALS. 

14 A local authority may provide for the rescue of an animal 

15 as follows: 

16 1. A The rescue must be made by a law enforcement officer7 

17 having cause to believe that the animal is a threatened animal 

18 after consulting with a veterinarian licensed pursuant to 

19 chapter 169,-may. The law enforcement officer may rescue aft 

20 aftima±-fte~±eetea-as-~rev±ded-±ft-seetieft-~±~B~3 the animal by 

21 entering on public or private property, as provided in this 

22 subsection. The officer may enter onto property of a person 

23 to rescue a-fte~±eeted the animal, if the officer obtains a 

24 search warrant issued by a court, or enters onto the premises 

25 in a manner consistent with the laws of this state and the 

26 United States, including Article I, section 8, of the 

27 Constitution of the State of Iowa, or the fourth amendment to 

28 the Constitution of the United States. 

29 2. If an animal is rescued pursuant to this section, the 

30 local authority shall provide for the maintenance of the 

31 ne9±eeted animal. The local authority may contract with an 

32 animal care provider for the maintenance of the fte~±eeted 

33 animal. The local authority shall ~est provide the 

34 responsible party for the animal with notice of the rescue. 

35 The notice may be accomplished by doing any of the following: 

-5-
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a. Delivering written notice to the responsible party's 

2 last known address by the United States postal service or 

3 personal service. 

4 b. Posting a notice in a conspicuous place at the location 

5 where the animal was rescued. 

6 The notice shall state that the animal has been rescued by 

7 the local authority pursuant to this section. 

8 3. Within ten days after the date that an animal is 

9 rescued, the local authority shall initiate a dispositional 

10 proceeding pursuant to section 717B.4. 

11 4. The local authority shall pay the animal care provider 

12 for the animal's maintenance regardless of proceeds received 

13 from the ~aie-o£-the disposition of the animal or any 

14 reimbursement ordered by a court, pursuant to section 7178.4. 

15 3.--~he-aftimai-~haii-be-~Hb;eet-to-di~po~itioft-a~-re~Hired 

16 by-a-eoHrt7-pHr~Haftt-to-seetioft-7i7B•4• 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill provides for the taking and disposition of 

19 animals other than livestock by local authorities. 

20 Specifically, the bill amends two Code chapters: Code chapter 

21 351 providing for the regulation of dogs, including dogs 

22 running at large, and Code chapter 717B providing offenses 

23 involving nonlivestock animals, including abuse, neglect, and 

24 torture, and the rescue and disposition of such animals. 

25 DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE. The bill amends Code section 351.37 

26 that provides that a dog may be apprehended and impounded if 

27 the dog is running at large and there is no proof that the dog 

28 has a valid rabies vaccination. According to Code section 

29 351.36, local health and law enforcement officials are 

30 responsible for enforcing the Code section. The Code section 

31 provides that once a dog has been impounded, a local board of 

32 health or law enforcement official is required to send a 

33 notice to the dog's owner, if known, notifying the owner of 

the impoundment. The notice must be sent within two days 

5 following the apprehension and impoundment. After seven days 

-6-
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1 following delivery of the notice, the board or official may 

2 dispose of the dog. 

3 The bill makes a number of stylistic changes for purposes 

4 of enhancing the readability of the Code section. In 

5 addition, the bill provides that if the owner of an impounded 

6 dog fails to redeem the dog within seven days from the date 

7 that the dog is impounded, the dog may be disposed of in 

8 accordance with law. The bill provides that if the dog is 

9 destroyed, it must be destroyed by euthanasia as defined in 

10 Code section 162.2. 

11 OFFENSES INVOLVING ANIMALS. In 1994, the general assembly 

12 enacted House File 637 (1994 Iowa Acts, ch. 1103) which 

13 created two Code chapters prohibiting animal abuse and 

14 neglect: Code chapter 717 which governs the abuse and neglect 

15 of livestock and Code chapter 717B which governs the abuse and 

16 neglect of other animals. In 2000, the general assembly 

17 enacted House File 723 (2000 Iowa Acts, ch. 1152), creating a 

18 new offense referred to as "animal torture" in Code section 

19 717B.3A. 

20 Code chapter 717B prohibits a person from abusing, 

21 neglecting, or torturing animals (other than livestock), with 

22 certain exceptions, and imposes criminal penalties upon 

23 violators. Abuse occurs when a person other than the animal's 

24 owner acts to injure or destroy the animal. Neglect occurs 

25 when the owner injures, destroys, or otherwise fails to care 

26 properly for an animal. Torture occurs when any person 

27 inflicts upon an animal severe physical pain with a depraved 

28 or sadistic intent to cause prolonged suffering or death. The 

29 Code chapter authorizes a local authority (i.e., a county or 

30 city) to rescue an animal in cases of neglect. The rescue 

31 must be performed by a peace officer after consulting with a 

32 licensed veterinarian. The local authority must post a notice 

33 of the rescue at the rescue site. The Code chapter also 

34 provides for the maintenance of rescued animals. The 

35 disposition of the animals must be determined by a court in a 
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civil proceeding on an expedited basis. The Code chapter 

provides for the payment of costs by the owner of maintaining 

3 the animal by the local authority. It also provides for the 

4 disposition of the animal including by humane destruction. 

5 The bill makes a number of changes to Code section 717B.4 

6 providing for the disposition of neglected animals and Code 

7 section 717B.5 providing for the rescue of those animals. 

8 Many of the changes are made to enhance the readability of the 

9 section. There are also a number of substantive changes. The 

10 bill provides that the local authority may rescue and a court 

11 may provide for the disposition of a ''threatened animal" which 

12 is defined to mean an animal that is abused, neglected, or 

13 tortured. The bill provides that both the owner of the animal 

14 and a person who is not the owner, but who maintains the 

15 animal, are responsible parties in a dispositional proceeding. 

16 Thus, a nonowner may be liable for the maintenance of the 

7 animal under the custody or supervision of a local authority. 

8 The bill provides that the responsible party is liable for 

19 dispositional expenses which include expenses incurred by a 

20 local authority in rescuing an animal, maintaining the animal 

21 until the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding, and 

22 disposing of the animal. The bill also reduces the time that 

23 the responsible party may be granted a continuance from 40 to 

24 30 days. It provides that the local authority may provide 

25 notice of a rescue by mail or personal service. Finally, the 

26 bill requires that following a rescue, a local authority must 

27 petition a court for disposition of the animal within 10 days 

28 of the rescue. 

29 

30 

31 

5 
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· 1 Amend Senate File 2268 as follows: 

t 

~: 

~-

2 1. Page 1, line 4, by striking the word "may" and 
3 inserting the following: "shall". 
4 2. Page l, by striking lines 11 through 19 and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 "W!~en such doq has been apprehended and impounded, 
7 .:Hte The local board of health or law enforcement 
8 official shall ~ p1:ovide wri r.ten n:.;r: ice '!1 not less 
9. than nro days to the owner, if kno·.v!l the local board 

10 of health or law enforcement official can reasonably 
11 determine the owner's name and current address by 
12 accessing a tag or other device that is on or a part 
13 of the dog. ~ The notice shall be sent wittin two 
14 days after the dog has been impounded. The notice 
15 shall provide that if the owner does not redeem the 
16 dog within seven days &f from the date e-£. that the 
17 notice is delivered, the dog may be humanely destroyed 
18 or o~herwise disposed of in accordance with law. For 
19 purposes of this section, notice is delivered whenthe 
20 local board of health or law enforcement official 
21 mails the notice which may be by regular mail. Jl.r. 
22 owner may redeem a dog by having it". 
23 3. Page 1, line 23, by striking the words "that_ 
24 the dog is impounded" and inserting the following: 
25 "of tht" delivery of the notice to the dog's owner as 
26 provided in this section,". 

S~lJ~~ MARCH 7 I 2002 

2 ~r--~~ (f. £bV 
- - ----- tt C'f?St 

By DONALD B. REDFERN 

t 
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SENATE FILE 2261 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to animals other than livestock, including the 
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10 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

BE 

taking of such animals, providing for their disposition, and 

providing for the reimbursement of dispositional expenses. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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- . . . 
21 destroyed or otherwise disposed of in accordance with law. 

22 For purposes of this section, notice is delivered when the 

23 local board 6f health 6r law enforcement official mails the 
24 notice WfiTcn'ma},-"l)e-'-by regular--mail~ An owner may redeem a 

25 dog by hav1ng it--lminediately vaccinated and by paying the cost 

26 of impoundment. 

27 If the owner of a the impounded dog a~~rehe"ded-or 

28 ~m~ett"ded-eannot-be-loeated fails to redeem the dog within 

29 seven days from the date of the delivery of the notice to the 

30 dog's owner as provided in this section, the a"imal dog may be 

31 httma"ely-de~troyed-er-etherwi~e disposed of in accordance with 

32 law. If the dog is destroyed, it must be destroyed by 

33 euthanasia as defined in section 162.2. 

34 Sec. 2. Section 7178.1, Code 2001, is amended by adding 

35 the following new subsections: 

-1-
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1 NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Dispositional expenses" means 

2 expenses incurred by a local authority in rescuing an animal 

3 as provided in section 7178.5, maintaining the animal until 

4 the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding as provided in 

5 section 717B.4, or disposing of the animal as provided in 

6 section 717B.4. 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. "Responsible party" means a person who 

8 owns or maintains an animal. 

9 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. "Threatened animal" means an animal 

10 that is abused as provided in section 7178.2, neglected as 

11 provided in section 717B.3, or tortured as provided in section 

12 717B.3A. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 717B.4, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 

15 717B.4 BiSP9Si~i9N-9P-NE6bE€~EB-ANiMAbS DISPOSITIONAL 

16 PROCEEDINGS. 

17 1. A Upon a petition brought by a local authority, a court 

18 in the county where an animal is maintained by a responsible 

19 party or a local authority shall determine if the animal is a 

20 threatened animal and order the its disposition e£-aft-aftimai 

21 fte9ieeted-as-pre~ided-ift-seetioft-~i~B.3 after a hearing ttpoft 

22 appiieatioft-or-petitioft-to-the-eottrt-by-a-ieeai-atttherity-er 

23 the-persoft-Owftin9-or-earift9-£or-the-aftimai. 

24 a. The matter shall be heard within ten days from the 

25 filing of the petition for disposition by the local authority. 

26 b. If the animal has been rescued, the court may order 

27 that the animal be placed under the custody of the local 

28 authority and maintained in the same manner as a rescued 

29 animal under section 7178.5. 

30 c. The court may continue the hearing for up to £erty 

31 thirty days upon petition by the persoft responsible party. 

32 However, the court shall not grant a continuance unless the 

33 animal is maintained by the local authority. the-persoft-shaii 

The responsible party must post a bond or other security with 

5 the local authority ift-aft as a condition of the continuance. 

-2-



S.F. 22,8' H.F. 

1 The amount of the bond or other security shall be determined 

2 by the court, which shall not be more than the amount 

3 sufficient to provide maintenance of the animal for for~y 

4 thirty days. The court may grant a subsequent continuance by 

5 ~he-~erson upon petition by the responsible party. The 

6 continuance shall be for the-same-iength-of-time-if-~he-~er~on 

7 stlbmits not more than thirty days. The responsible party must 

8 post a new bond or security as a condition of the subsequent 

9 continuance in the same manner as the original bond or 

10 security or as otherwise ordered by the court. However, the 

11 court shall order the immediate disposition of the animal if 

12 the animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a 

13 degree that would result in severe or prolonged suffering. 

14 2. The hearing to determine if the animal ha~-been 

15 negieeted is a threatened animal for purposes of disposition 

16 shall be a civil proceeding. If the case is related to a 

17 criminal proceeding, the disposition shall not be part of that 

18 proceeding and shall not be considered a criminal penalty 

19 imposed on a person found in violation of see~ion-1r1B~3 this 

20 chapter. 

21 3. A If the court determines that an animal is not a 

22 threatened animal, the court shall order that the animal be 

23 returned to the custody of the responsible party. If the 

24 court determines that an animal is a threatened animal, the 

25 court shall order the local authority to dispose of the 

26 threatened animal in any manner deemed appropriate for the 

27 welfare of the animal. In addition, all of the following 

28 apply: 

29 a. The court may order a-~er~on-ownin9 the negieeted 

30 animal responsible party to pay an amount which shall not be 

31 more than the dispositional expenses incurred in-maintain±ng 

32 the-ne9ieeted-animai-re~etled-~tlr~tlant-to-~eetion-~i~B~5,-and 

33 by the local authority. The court may also award the local 

34 authority court costs, reasonable attorney fees and expenses 

35 related to the investigation and prosecution of the easeL 
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1 which shall be taxed as part of the costs of the action. ~he 

2 rema±nin9-amottnt-o£-a-bond-or-other-seettrity-po~ted-pttrsttant 

3 to-this-ehapter-shaii-be-ttsed-to-re±mbttrse 

4 c. If a bond or other security was posted as a condition 

5 for a continuance of a disposition hearing as provided in this 

6 section, the local authority may use the posted amount to 

7 offset the local authority's dispositional expenses. T£-more 

8 than-one-person-nas-a-di~is±bie-±nterest-±n-the-animai,-the 

9 amottnt-reqttired-to-be-paid-shaii-be-prorated-ba~ed-on-the 

10 pereenta9e-of-intere~t-±n-the-animai-owned-by-eaeh-person. 

11 ~he-moneys-~haii-be-paid-to-the-ioeai-attthority-inettrrin9-the 

12 expense.--~he-amottnt-shaii-be-~ttbtraeted-rrom-proeeeds-owed-to 

13 the-owner-or-ownere-of-tne-animai,-whieh-are-reee±~ed-from-the 

14 ~aie-o£-tne-an±mai-ordered-by-the-eottrt• 

15 d. Moneys-owed-to-the-ioeai-attthority If any moneys are 

16 realized from the ~aie disposition of a ne9ieeted threatened 

animal, the moneys shall be paid used to offset the local 

attthority authority's dispositional expenses before satisfying 

19 indebtedness secured by any security interest in or lien on 

20 the threatened animal. 

21 e. If the threatened animal is owned by more than one 

22 responsible party, the amount required to offset the local 

23 authority's dispositional expenses shall be prorated among the 

24 responsible parties based on the percentage of interest owned 

25 in the threatened animal attributable to the responsible 

26 parties as the threatened animal's titleholders. For purposes 

27 of this paragraph, a responsible party who does not own an 

28 interest in the threatened animal shall be deemed to be an 

29 owner holding a percentage interest in the animal egual to the 

30 largest percentage interest held by a landowner who is 

31 attributed an interest as the threatened animal's titleholder. 

32 If an-owner-or the anima% responsible party is a landowner, 

33 the local authority may submit an the amount to reimburse the 

34 local authority for its dispositional expenses to the clerk of 

35 the county board of supervisors who shall report the amount to 
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1 the county treasurer. ~fte-amotlnt-sftaii-e~tlai-tfte-baianee 

2 ~emainin9-afte~-tfte-saie-o£-tfte-animai~ If the threatened 

3 animal owne~-own~-a-pereenta9e-of-tfte-animai7-the-repo~ted 

4 amottnt-sftaii-e~ttai-the-remainin9-baianee-owed-by-aii 

5 iandowne~s-who-own-a-pereenta9e-o£-the-animai~--~hat is owned 

6 by more than one landowner, the amount shall be prorated among 

7 the landowners based on the percentage of interest owned in 

8 the threatened animal attributable to each landowner as the 

9 animal's titleholders. The amount shall be placed upon the 

10 tax books, and collected with interest and penalties after 

11 due, in the same manner as other unpaid property taxes. The 

12 county shall reimburse a city within thirty days from the 

13 collection of the property taxes. 

14 4. Ne9ieeted-animai~ A threatened animal that is ordered 

15 by a court to be destroyed under this section shall be 

16 destroyed only by a-ftttmane-method7 -ineitldin9 euthanasia as 

17 defined in section 162.2. 

18 Sec. 4. Section 717B.S, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 717B.5 RESCUE OF NESbEe~EB THREATENED ANIMALS. 

21 A local authority may provide for the rescue of an animal 

22 as follows: 

23 1. A The rescue must be made by a law enforcement officer, 

24 having cause to believe that the animal is a threatened animal 

25 after consulting with a veterinarian licensed pursuant to 

26 chapter 169,-may. The law enforcement officer may rescue an 

27 an±mai-ne9ieeted-a~-pro~ided-±n-seet±on-7i7B~3 the animal by 

28 entering on public or private property, as provided in this 

29 subsection. The officer may enter onto property of a person 

30 to rescue a-ne9ieeted the animal, if the officer obtains a 

31 search warrant issued by a court, or enters onto the premises 

32 in a manner consistent with the laws of this state and the 

33 United States, including Article I, section 8, of the 

34 Constitution of the State of Iowa, or the fourth amendment to 

35 the Constitution of the United States. 
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1 2. If an animal is rescued pursuant to this section, the 

2 local authority shall provide for the maintenance of the 

3 fte9%ee~ed animal. The local authority may contract with an 

4 animal care provider for the maintenance of the ne9%ee~ed 

5 animal. The local authority shall pos~ provide the 

6 responsible party for the animal with notice of the rescue. 

7 The notice may be accomplished by doing any of the following: 

8 a. Delivering written notice to the responsible party's 

9 last known address by the United States postal service or 

10 personal service. 

11 b. Posting a notice in a conspicuous place at the location 

12 where the animal was rescued. 

13 The notice shall state that the animal has been rescued by 

14 the local authority pursuant to this section. 

15 3. Within ten days after the date that an animal is 

16 rescued, the local authority shall initiate a dispositional 

17 proceeding pursuant to section 717B.4. 

18 4. The local authority shall pay the animal care provider 

19 for the animal's maintenance regardless of proceeds received 

20 from the sa%e-o£-~he disposition of the animal or any 

21 reimbursement ordered by a court, pursuant to section 717B.4. 

22 3.--~he-an±ma%-~ha%%-be-sttb;ee~-~o-d±spos±~±oft-as-~eqtt±red 

23 by-a-eottr~,-pttrsttan~-~o-see~±on-7r7B•4• 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 2268 
H-8297 

1 Amend Senate File 2268, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 33 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 709A.1, subsection 2, paragraph 
6 c, Code 2001, is amended to read as follows: 
7 c. Any premises the use of which constitutes a 
8 violation of sections section 725.51 or 725.10, or 
9 725.11 chapter 717D." 

10 2. Page 6, by inserting after line 23 the 
11 following: 
12 11 Sec. NEW SECTION. 71 7D. 1 DEFINITIONS. 
13 1. "Animal" means a nonhuman vertebrate. 
14 2. "Contest event" means an event in which an 
15 animal is or may be injured or tormented by another 
16 animal involving physical combat, including but not 
17 limited to bull baiting, bear baiting, cock fighting, 
18 or dog fighting. 
19 3. "Establishment" means the location where an 
20 event occurs or is to occur, regardless of whether an 
21 animal is present at the establishment or the animal 
22 is witnessed by means of an electronic signal 
23 transmitted to the location. 
24 4. "Event" means a function organized for the 
25 entertainment or profit of spectators for purposes of 
26 witnessing an animal being injured or tormented. 
27 5. "Event device" means equipment designed to 
28 enhance an animal's entertainment value during 
29 training or an event, including a device to improve 
30 the animal's competitiveness. 
31 6. "Livestock" means the same as defined in 
32 section 717.1. 
33 7. "Local authority" means the same as defined in 
34 section 7178.1. 
35 8. "Promoter" means a person who charges admission 
36 for entry into an establishment or organizes, holds, 
37 advertises, or otherwise conducts an event. 
38 9. "Spectator" means a person who attends an 
39 establishment for purposes of witnessing an event. 
40 10. "Trainer" means a person who trains an animal 
41 for purposes of engaging in an event, regardless of 
42 where the event is located. A trainer includes a 
43 person who uses an event device. 
44 11. "Transporter" means a person who moves an 
45 animal for delivery at a training location or an event 
46 location. 
47 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.2 PROHIBITIONS 
48 CONTEST EVENTS. 
49 A person shall not do any of the following: 
50 1. Own or operate an establishment located in this 
H-8297 -1-
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1 state in which a contest event occurs or is to occur. 
2 2. Act as a promoter of a contest event, 
3 regardless of whether the contest event occurs in this 
4 state or another state. For purposes of this 
5 subsection, a person who aids, abets, or assists in 
6 the promotion of a contest event shall be deemed to 
7 act as a promoter. 
8 3. Act as a trainer of an animal engaged or to be 
9 engaged in a contest event conducted in this state or 

10 another state. For purposes of this subsection, a 
11 person who aids, abets, or assists in the training of 
12 an animal engaged or to be engaged in a contest event 
13 shall be deemed to act as a trainer. 
14 4. Act as a transporter moving an animal in this 
15 state. 
16 5. Act as a spectator of a contest event conducted 
17 in this state, regardless of whether the person paid 
18 admission to witness the event. 
19 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.3 PROHIBITIONS --
20 NONCONTEST EVENTS. 
21 1. This section shall apply to events other than 
22 contest events. 
23 2. A person shall not do any of the following: 
24 a. Own or operate an establishment located in this 
25 state in which an event occurs or is to occur. 
26 b. Act as a promoter of an event, regardless of 
27 whether the event occurs in this state or another 
28 state. For purposes of this subsection, a person who 
29 aids, abets, or assists in the promotion of an event 
30 shall be deemed to act as a promoter. 
31 c. Act as a trainer of an animal engaged or to be 
32 engaged in an event conducted in this state or another 
33 state. For purposes of this subsection, a person who 
34 aids, abets, or assists in the training of an animal 
35 engaged or to be engaged in an event shall be deemed 
36 to act as a trainer. 
37 d. Act as a transporter moving an animal in this 
38 state. 
39 e. Act as a spectator of an event conducted in 
40 this state, regardless of whether the person paid 
41 admission to witness the event. 
42 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.4 EXCEPTIONS. 
43 1. A person is not subject to this chapter if the 
44 person is not subject to the offense of livestock 
45 abuse as provided in section 717.1A or animal abuse as 
46 provided in section 7178.2. 
47 2. This chapter shall not apply to any of the 
48 following functions: 
49 a. A race, including but not limited to a race 
50 regulated under chapter 99D. 
H-8297 -2-
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Page 

1 
2 

3 
b. 
c. 
d. 
Sec. 

A fair as defined in section 174.1. 
A rodeo or a rodeo event. 

3 A 4-H function. 
4 
5 

NEW SECTION. 717D.5 PENALTIES. 
A person who violates a provision of this chapter 

6 is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 
7 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.6 CONFISCATION AND 
8 DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS. 
9 A local authority may confiscate an animal that is 

10 trained with an event device or is part of an event. 
11 The animal may be rescued and disposed of as neglected 
12 livestock or other animal pursuant to section 717.5 or 
13 717B.4. If the animal is not rescued and disposed of 
14 pursuant to section 717.5 or 717B.4, it shall be 
15 forfeited to the state and subject to disposition as 
16 ordered by the court. In addition, the court shall 
17 order the owner of the animal to pay an amount which 
18 shall not be more than the expenses incurred in 
19 maintaining or disposing of the animal. The court may 
20 also order that the person pay reasonable attorney 
21 fees and expenses related to the investigation of the 
22 case that shall be taxed as other court costs. If 
23 more than one person has a divisible interest in the 
24 animal, the amount required to be paid shall be 
25 prorated based on the percentage of interest in the 
26 animal owned by each person. The moneys shall be paid 
27 to the local authority incurring the expense. The 
28 amount shall be subtracted from proceeds which are 
29 received from the sale of the animal ordered by the 
30 court. 
31 Sec. Sections 717B.7 and 725.11, Code 2001, 
32 are repealed." 
33 2. Title page, line 2, by striking the word 
34 "and". 
35 3. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
36 word "expenses" the following: ", providing for the 
37 protection of animals from injury or torment, and 
38 providing penalties". 

H-8297 FILED MARCH 15, 2002 
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SENATE FILE 2268 
H-8425 

1 Amend the amendment, H-8297, to Senate File 2268, 
2 as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 9. 
5 2. Page 1, by striking lines 14 through 18, and 
6 inserting the following: 
7 " "Contest animal" means a bull, bear, chicken, 
8 or dog. 
9 "Contest device" means equipment designed to 

10 enhance a contest animal's entertainment value during 
11 training or a contest event, including a device to 
12 improve the contest animal's competitiveness. 
13 "Contest event" means a function organized for 
14 the-entertainment or profit of spectators where a 
15 contest animal is injured, tormented, or killed, if 
16 the contest animal is a bull involved in a bullfight 
17 or bull baiting, a bear involved in bear baiting, a 
18 chicken involved in cock fighting, or a dog involved 
19 in dog fighting." 
20 3. Page 1, line 19, by striking the words "where 
21 an" and inserting the following: "where a contest". 
22 4. Page 1, lines 20 and 21, by striking the words 
23 "an animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
24 animal". 
25 5. Page 1, line 21, by striking the words "the 
26 animal" and inserting the following: "the contest 
27 animal". 
28 6. Page 1, by striking lines 24 through 30. 
29 7. Page 1, line 37, by striking the words "an 
30 event" and inserting the following: "a contest 
31 event". 
32 8. Page 1, line 39, by striking the words "an 
33 event" and inserting the following: "a contest 
34 event". 
35 9. Page 1, line 40, by striking the words "an 
36 animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
37 animal". 
38 10. Page 1, line 
39 event" and inserting 
40 event". 
41 11. Page 1, line 
42 event" and inserting 
43 event". 

411 
the 

42, 
the 

by striking 
following: 

by striking 
following: 

the words "an 
"a contest 

the words "the 
"the contest 

44 12. Page 1, line 43, by striking the words "an 
45 event" and inserting the following: 
46 13. Page 1, lines 44 and 45, by 
47 words "an animal" and inserting the 
48 contest animal". 

"a contest". 
striking the 
following: "a 

49 14. Page 1, line 45, by striking the words 
50 "de],ivery at" and inserting the following: "delivery 
H-8425 -1-
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1 to". 
2 15. Page 1, line 45, by striking the words "an 
3 event" and inserting the following: "a contest 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

event". 
16. Page 2, line 8, by striking the words "an 

animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
animal". 

17. Page 2, line 12, by striking the words "an 
animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
animal". 

18. Page 2, line 14, by striking the words "an 
animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
animal". 

19. Page 2, line 18, by striking the word "event" 
and inserting the following: "contest event". 

20. Page 2, by striking lines 19 through 41. 
21. By striking page 2, line 43 through page 3, 

line 3, and inserting the following: 
" This chapter does not apply to a function 

other than a contest event. A contest event does not 
involve any of the following events: 

a. A race, including but not limited to a race 
regulated under chapter 99D. 

b. A fair as defined in section 174.1. 
c. A rodeo or rodeo event. 
d. A 4-H function. 
e. A hunting or fishing party. 
f. A field meet or trial in which the skill of 

dogs is demonstrated in p·.:inting, retrieving, 
trailing, or chasing any game bird, game animal, or 
fur-bearing animal. 

g. The raising or selling of game or fur-bearing 
animals as provided in chapter 481A. 

This chapter shall not apply to any of the 
following: 

a. An action to carry out an order issued by a 
court. 

b. An action by a licensed veterinarian practicing 
veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169. 

40 c. An action that is consistent with animal 
41 husbandry practices. 
42 d. An action allowed in order to carry out another 
43 provision of law which allows the action. 
44 e. The taking, hunting, trapping, or fishing for a 
45 wild animal as provided in chapter 481A. 
46 f. An action to protect the person's property from 
47 a wild animal as defined in section 481A.1. 
48 g. An action to protect a person from injury or 
49 death caused by a wild animal as defined in section 
SO 481A.l. 
H-8425 -2-
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1 h. A person reasonably acting to protect the 
2 person's property from damage caused by an unconfined 
3 animal. 
4 i. A person reasonably acting to protect a person 
5 from injury or death caused by an unconfined animal. 
6 j. A local authority reasonably acting to destroy 
7 an animal, if at the time of the destruction, the 
8 owner of the animal is absent or unable to care for 
9 the animal, and the animal is permanently distressed 

10 by disease or injury to a degree that would result in 
11 severe and prolonged suffering. 
12 k. An institution, as defined in section 145B.1, 
13 or a research facility, as defined in section 162.2, 
14 provided that the institution or research facility 
15 performs functions within the scope of accepted 
16 practices and disciplines associated with the 
17 institution or research facility." 
18 22. Page 3, line 9, by striking the words "an 
19 animal" and inserting the following: "a contest 
20 animal". 
21 23. Page 3, by striking line 10, and inserting 
22 the following: "trained with a contest device or is 
23 part of a contest event." 
24 24. Page 3, line 11, by striking the word 
25 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
26 animal". 
27 25. Page 3, line 13, by striking the word 
28 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
29 animal". 
30 26. Page 3, line 17, by striking the word 
31 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
32 animal". 
33 27. Page 3, line 19, by striking the word 
34 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
35 animal". 
36 28. Page 3, line 24, by striking the word 
37 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
38 animal". 
39 29. Page 3, line 26, by striking the ~ord 
40 ·"animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
41 animal". 
42 30. Page 3, line 29, by striking the word 
43 "animal" and inserting the following: "contest 
44 animal". 
45 31. Page 3, by striking lines 31 and 32, and 
46 inserting the following: 
47 "Sec. Section 717B.7, Code 2001, is 
48 repealed." 
49 32. By renumbering, redesignating, and correcting 
50 internal references as necessary. 

arf~J.i. ~~'1/0~ lf.lbliloJ By:~~~~~~~~~ 
H-842s1;;L~~ MARCH 25, 2002 
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APRIL 3, 2002 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2268 

1 Amend Senate File 2268, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 6, by inserting after line 23 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 7170.1 DEFINITIONS. 
6 1. "Animal" means a nonhuman vertebrate. 
7 2. "Contest animal" means a bull, bear, chicken, 
8 or dog. 
9 3. "Contest device" means equipment designed to 

10 enhance a contest animal's entertainment value during 
11 training or a contest event, including a device to 
12 improve the contest animal's competitiveness. 
13 4. "Contest event" means a function organized for 
14 the entertainment or profit of spectators where a 
15 contest animal is injured, tormented, or killed, if 
16 the contest animal is a bull involved in a bullfight 
17 or bull baiting, a bear involved in bear baiting, a 
18 chicken involved in cock fighting, or a dog involved 
19 in dog fighting. 
20 5. "Establishment" means the location where a 
21 contest event occurs or is to occur, regardless of 
22 whether a contest animal is present at the 
23 establishment or the contest animal is witnessed by 
24 means of an electronic signal transmitted to the 
25 location. 
26 6. "Livestock" means the same as defined in 
27 section 717.1. 
28 7. "Local authority" means the same as defined in 
29 section 717B.1. 
30 8. "Promoter" means a person who charges admission 
31 for entry into an establishment or organizes, holds, 
32 advertises, or otherwise conducts a contest event. 
33 9. "Spectator" means a person who attends an 
34 establishment for purposes of witnessing a contest 
35 event. 
36 10. "Trainer" means a person who trains a contest 
37 animal for purposes of engaging in a contest event, 
38 regardless of where the contest event is located. A 
39 trainer includes a person who uses a contest device. 
40 11. "Transporter" means a person who moves a 
41 contest animal for delivery to a training location or 
42 a contest event location. 
43 Sec. NEW SECTION. 7170.2 PROHIBITIONS 
44 CONTEST EVENTS. 
45 A person shall not do any of the following: 
46 1. Own or operate an establishment located in this 
47 state in which a contest event occurs or is to occur. 
48 2. Act as a promoter of a contest event, 
49 regardless of whether the contest event occurs in this 
SO state or another state. For purposes of this 
S-5295 -1-
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1 subsection, a person who aids, abets, or assists in 
2 the promotion of a contest event shall be deemed to 
3 act as a promoter. 
4 3. Act as a trainer of a contest animal engaged or 
5 to be engaged in a contest event conducted in this 
6 state or another state. For purposes of this 
7 subsection, a person who aids, abets, or assists in 
8 the training of a contest animal engaged or to be 
9 engaged in a contest event shall be deemed to act as a 

10 trainer. 
11 4. Act as a transporter moving a contest animal in 
12 this state. 
13 5. Act as a spectator of a contest event conducted 
14 in this state, regardless of whether the person paid 
15 admission to witness the contest event. 
16 Sec. NEW SECTION. 7170.4 EXCEPTIONS. 
17 1. This chapter does not apply to a function other 
18 than a contest event. A contest event does not 
19 involve any of the following events: 
20 a. A race, including but not limited to a race 
21 regulated under chapter 990. 
22 b. A fair as defined in section 174.1. 
23 c. A rodeo or rodeo event. 
24 d. A 4-H function. 
25 e. A hunting or fishing party. 
26 f. A field meet or trial in which the skill of 
27 dogs is demonstrated in pointing, retrieving, 
28 trailing, or chasing any game bird, game animal, or 
29 fur-bearing animal. 
30 g. The raising or selling of game or fur-bearing 
31 animals as provided in chapt~r 481A. 
32 2. This chapter shall not apply to any of the 
33 following: 
34 a. An action to carry out an order issued by a 
35 court. 
36 b. An action by a licensed veterinarian practicing 
37 veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169. 
38 c. An action that is consistent with animal 
39 husbandry practices. 
40 d. An action allowed in order to carry out another 
41 provision of law which allows the action. 
42 e. The taking, hunting, trapping, or fishing for a 
43 wild animal as provided in chapter 481A. 
44 f. An action to protect the person's property from 
45 a wild animal as defined in section 481A.l. 
46 g. An action to protect a person from injury or 
47 death caused by a wild animal as defined in section 
48 'l81A.1. 
49 h. A person reasonably acting to protect the 
50 person's property from damage caused by an unconfined 
S-5295 -2-
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2 i. A person reasonably acting to protect a person 
3 from injury or death caused by an unconfined animal. 
4 j. A local authority reasonably acting to destroy 
5 an animal, if at the time of the destruction, the 
6 owner of the animal is absent or unable to care for 
7· the animal, and the animal is permanently distressed 
8 by disease or injury to a degree that would result in 
9 severe and prolonged suffering. 

10 k. An institution, as defined in section 14SB.1, 
11 or a research facility, as defined in section 162.2, 
12 provided that the institution or research facility 
13 performs functions within the scope of accepted 
14 practices and disciplines associated with the 
15 institution or research facility. 
16 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.5 PENALTIES. 
17 A person who violates a provision of this chapter 
18 is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 
19 Sec. NEW SECTION. 717D.6 CONFISCATION AND 
20 DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS. 
21 A local authority may confiscate a contest animal 
22 that is trained with a contest device or is part of a 
23 contest event. The contest animal may be rescued and 
24 disposed of as neglected livestock or other animal 
25 pursuant to section 717.5 or 7178.4. If the contest 
26 animal is not rescued and disposed of pursuant to 
27 section 717.5 or 717B.4, it shall be forfeited to the 
28 state and subject to disposition as ordered by the 
29 court. In addition, the court shall order the owner 
30 of the contest animal to pay an amount which shall not 
31 be more than the expenses incurred in maintaining or 
32 disposing of the contest animal. The court may also 
33 order that the person pay reasonable attorney fees and 
34 expenses related to the investigation of the case that 
35 shall be taxed as other court costs. If more than one 
36 person has a divisible interest in the contest animal, 
37 the amount required to be paid shall be prorated based 
38 on the percentage of interest in the contest animal 
39 owned by each person. The moneys shall be paid to the 
40 local authority incurring the expense. The amount 
41 shall be subtracted from proceeds which are received 
42 from the sale of the contest animal ordered by the 
43 court. 
44 Sec. Section 717B.7, Code 2001, is repealed." 
45 2. Title page, line 2, by striking the word 
46 "and". 
47 3. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
48 word "expenses" the following: ", providing for the 
49 protection of animals from injury or torment, and 
SO providing penalties". 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5295 FILED APRIL 2, 2002 
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AN ACT 
RELATING TO ANIMALS OTHER THAN LIVESTOCK, INCLUDING THE 

TAKING OF SUCH ANIMALS, PROVIDING FOR THEIR DISPOSITION, 

PROVIDING FOR THE REIMBURSEMENT OF DISPOSITIONAL EXPENSES, 

PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS FROM INJURY OR 
TORMENT, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 351.37, Code 2001, is amended to read 
as follows: 

351.37 RUNNING AT LARGE-- APPREHENSION AND IMPOUNDAGE. 

Any ~ dog re~nd shall be apprehended and impounded by a 
local board of health or law enforcement official if the dog 

is running at large and the dog is not wearing a valid rabies 
vaccination tag and-rer-whi-eh-ne ~ rabies vaccination 
certificate ean-ee-p~edueed-ahali-be-appreheftded-and-impettftded 
is not presented to the local board of health or law 
enforcement official. 

Wheft-sueh-de9-has-been-apprehended-and-impe~ftded7-the The 
local board of health or law enforcement official shall 9iYe 
provide written notice ~ft-ftet-iesa-than-twe-days to the owner, 
if ~ftown the local board of health or law enforcement official 
can reasonably determine the owner's name and current address 

by accessing a tag or other device that is on or a part of the 

~· ff The notice shall be sent within two days after the 

dog has been impounded. The notice shall provide that if the 
owner does not redeem the dog within seven days ef from the 

date ef that the notice is delivered, the dog may be humanely 

destroyed or otherwise disposed of in accordance with law. 
For purposes of this section, notice is delivered when the 

• • 
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local board of health or law enforcement official mails the 

notice which may be by regular mail. An owner may redeem a 

dog by having it immediately vaccinated and by paying the cost 
of impoundment. 

If the owner of a the impounded dog appreheftded-er 
tmpeuftded-eaftnet-be-ieeeted fails to redeem the dog within 

seven days from the date of the delivery of the notice to the 

dog's owner as provided in this section, the eftima% ~may be 

humefteiy-destreyed-er-etherwise disposed of in accordance with 

law. If the dog is destroyed, it must be destroyed by 

euthanasia as defined in section 162.2. 

Sec. 2. Section 717B.l, Code 2001, is amended by adding 

the following new subsections: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 3A. "Dispositional expenses" means 

expenses incurred by a local authority in rescuing an animal 
as provided in section 717B.S, maintaining the animal until 
the conclusion of a dispositional proceeding as provided in 

section 717B.4, or disposing of the animal as provided in 
section 7178.4. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. "Responsible party" means a person who 
owns or maintains an animal. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. "Threatened animal" means an animal 

that is abused as provided in section 7178.2, neglected as 

provided in section 7178.3, or tortured as provided in section 
7178. 3A. 

Sec. 3. Section 7178.4, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
follows: 

7178.4 BfSP9SI~I9N-9P-NB8&B€~EB-AN%MAbS DISPOSITIONAL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

l. A Upon a petition brought by a local authority, a court 

in the county where an animal is maintained by a responsible 

party or a local authority shall determine if the animal is a 

threatened animal and order the its disposition ef-an-animai 
fte9ieeted-as-previded-in-aeetien-~+~B~3 after a hearing upeft 

app%ieatien-er-petitien-te-the-eourt-by-a-ieea%-authority-er 

the-persen-ewftift9-er-earift9-fer-the-anima%. 

S.F. 2268 
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~ The matter shall be heard within ten days from the 

filing of the petition for disposition by the local authority. 
b. If the animal has been rescued, the court may order 

that the animal be placed under the custody of the local 
authority and maintained in the same manner as a rescued 

animal under section 717B.5. 

~ The court may continue the hearing for up to fo~~Y 
thirty days upon petition by the pe~son responsible party. 
However, the court shall not grant a continuance unless the 
animal is maintained by the local authority. ~he-pe~sen-sharr 
The responsible party must post a bond or other security with 
the local authority ~n-an as a condition of the continuance. 

The amount of the bond or other security shall be determined 

by the court, which shall not be more than the amount 

sufficient to provide maintenance of the animal for fo~~y 
thirty days. The court may grant a subsequent continuance by 
~he-pe~sen upon petition by the responsible party. The 
continuance shall be for the-aame-ren9th-ef-~~me-*f-the-pe~son 
s~b~±~s not more than thirty days. The responsible party must 
post a new bond or security as a condition of the subseguent 
continuance in the same manner as the original bond or 

security or as otherwise ordered by the court. However, the 
court shall order the immediate disposition of the animal if 

the animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a 
degree that would result in severe or prolonged suffering. 

2. The hearing to determine if the animal has-been 
ne9ieeted is a threatened animal for purposes of disposition 
shall be a civil proceeding. If the case is related to a 

criminal proceeding, the disposition shall not be part of that 

proceeding and shall not be considered a criminal penalty 

imposed on a person found in violation of see~~oft-~i~B~3 this 

chapter. 
3. A If the court determines that an animal is not a 

threatened animal, the court shall order that the animal be 
returned to the custody of the responsible party. If the 
court determines that an animal is a threatened animal, the 

court shall order the local authority to dispose of the 

... • • 

Senate File 2268, p. 4 

threatened animal in any manner deemed appropriate for the 

welfare of the animal. In addition, all of the following 

~ 
a. The court may order a-person-ewnin9 the negiected 

an~ma% responsible party to pay an amount which shall not be 
more than the dispositional expenses incurred in-ma~nta~n±n9 
the-ne9ieeted-enima%-~ese~ed-p~rsaant-~e-seetien-~t~B~57-end 

by the local authority. The court may also award the local 
authority court costs, reasonable attorney fees and expenses 
related to the investigation and prosecution of the easeL 
which shall be taxed as part of the costs of the action. The 
~emain~ftg-emeant-of-e-bond-e~-e~he~-see~rity-pes~ed-p~~s~an~ 

~e-~his-ehepter-shair-be-ased-~o-~e~mb~rse 

c. If a bond or other security was posted as a condition 
for a continuance of a disposition hearing as provided in this 
section, the local authority may use the posted amount to 
offset the local authority's dispositional expenses. lf-me~e 

than-one-pe~sen-has-e-diYis~bie-~nteres~-±n-the-animaiT-the 

amoan~-reqa±red-~e-be-pa±d-shaii-be-pre~ated-based-on-~he 

pereen~age-ef-~n~e~es~-in-the-an~~ai-owned-by-eaeh-pe~sen~ 

The-meneys-shat%-be-pa~d-te-~he-toeat-aathe~*ty-ine~r~~ng-the 

expense~--The-a~o~n~-shati-be-s~b~rae~ed-f~om-proeeeds-ewed-te 

the-owner-o~-owners-ef-~he-an±maiT-whieh-a~e-reeeiYed-f~em-~he 

saie-ef-~he-anima%-o~de~ed-by-the-eea~~T 

~ Moneys-ewed-~o-the-ieeai-aa~hori~y If any moneys are 
realized from the saie disposition of a ne9ieeted threatened 
animal, the moneys shall be paid used to offset the local 

a~~heri~y authority's dispositional expenses before satisfying 

indebtedness secured by any security interest in or lien on 
the threatened animal. 

e. If the threatened animal is owned by more than one 

responsible party, the amount required to offset the local 
authority's dispositional expenses shall be prorated among the 

responsible parties based on the percentage of interest owned 
in the threatened animal attributable to the responsible 

parties as the threatened animal's titleholders. For purposes 
of this paragraph, a responsible party who does not own an 

• 
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interest in the threatened animal shall be deemed to be an 

owner holding a percentage interest in the animal equal to the 

largest percentage interest held by a landowner who is 

attributed an interest as the threatened animal's titleholder. 

If an-ewner-e~ the an~mai responsible party is a landowner, 

the local authority may submit an the amount to reimburse the 
local authority for its dispositional expenses to the clerk of 

the county board of supervisors who shall report the amount to 
the county treasurer. ~he-a~e~n~-8haii-eq~a%-~he-baianee 

remain~n~-a£~er-the-saie-of-~he-anima%~ If the threatened 
animal ewner-owns-a-pereen~a~e-of-~he-an~maiT-the-reported 
eme~nt-sha%%-eq~a%-the-reme~nin~-beranee-owed-by-a%% 

iandewners-who-own-a-pereentage-ef-the-an~mai~--~ha~ is owned 

by more than one landowner, the amount shall be prorated among 
the landowners based on the percentage of interest owned in 
the threatened animal attributable to each landowner ~ 
animal's titleholders. The amount shall be placed upon the 
tax books, and collected with interest and penalties after 
due, in the same manner as other unpaid property taxes. The 
county shall reimburse a city within thirty days from the 
collection of the property taxes. 

4. Ne9iee~ed-animais A threatened animal that is ordered 
by a court to be destroyed under this section shall be 
destroyed only by a-h~mane-~e~hodT-inei~d~n~ euthanasia as 
defined in section 162.2. 

Sec. 4. Section 7178.5, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
follows: 

7178.5 RESCUE OF NB6cB€~BB THREATENED ANIMALS. 

A local authority may provide for the rescue of an animal 
as follows: 

l. A The rescue must be made by a law enforcement officer 7 

having cause to believe that the animal is a threatened animal 
after consulting with a veterinarian licensed pursuant to 
chapter 169T-may. The law enforcement officer may rescue an 
an~aai-ne9%eeted-as-pre¥ided-in-seetien-~i~B~3 the animal by 
entering on public or private property, as provided in this 
subsection. The officer may enter onto property of a person 

• • 
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to rescue a-negieeted the animal 7 if the officer obtains a 

search warrant issued by a court, or enters onto the premises 

in a manner consistent with the laws of this state and the 

United States, including Article I, section 8, of the 

Constitution of the State of Iowa, or the fourth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

2. If an animal is rescued pursuant to this section, the 

local authority shall provide for the maintenance of the 
ftegieeted animal. The local authority may contract with an 
animal care provider for the maintenance of the ne~iee~ed 
animal. The local authority shall pest provide the 

responsible party for the animal with notice of the rescue. 
The notice may be accomplished by doing any of the following: 

a. Delivering written notice to the responsible party's 

last known address by the United States postal service or 
personal service. 

b. Posting a notice in a conspicuous place at the location 
where the animal was rescued. 

The notice shall state that the animal has been rescued by 
the local authority pursuant to this section. 

3. Within ten days after the date that an animal is 
rescued, the local authority shall initiate a dispositional 
proceeding pursuant to section 7178.4. 
~ The local authority shall pay the animal care provider 

for the animal's maintenance regardless of proceeds received 
from the saie-o£-~he disposition of the animal or any 
reimbursement ordered by a court, pursuant to section 7178.4. 

3~--~he-an~mai-sha%%-be-s~b;eet-~o-d~spes~t~on-as-req~ired 

hy-a-ee~r~T-p~rs~ant-~e-seetien-~i~BT4T 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 7170.1 DEFINITIONS. 

1. "Animal" means a nonhuman vertebrate. 
2. "Contest animal'' means a bull, bear, chicken, or dog. 
3. "Contest device'' means equipment designed to enhance a 

contest animal's entertainment value during training or a 
contest event, including a device to improve the contest 
animal's competitiveness. 

S.F. 2268 
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4. •contest event" means a function organized for the 

entertainment or profit of spectators where a contest animal 

is injured, tormented, or killed, if the contest animal is a 
bull involved in a bullfight or bull baiting, a bear·involved 
in bear baiting, a chicken involved in cock fighting, or a dog 

involved in dog fighting. 

5. "Establishment" means the location where a contest 
event occurs or is to occur, regardless of whether a contest 
animal is present at the establishment or the contest animal 
is witnessed by means of an electronic signal transmitted to 

the location. 
6. "Livestock" means the same as defined in section 717.1. 

7. "Local authority" means the same as defined in section 

717B.l. 

8. "Promoter" means a person who charges admission for 
entry into an establishment or organizes, holds, advertises, 

or otherwise conducts a contest event. 
9. "Spectator" means a person who attends an establishment 

for purposes of witnessing a contest event. 
10. "Trainer" means a person who trains a contest animal 

for purposes of engaging in a contest event, regardless of 

where the contest event is located. A trainer includes a 

person who uses a contest device. 

11. "Transporter" means a person who moves a contest 

animal for delivery to a training location or a contest event 
location. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 7170.2 PROHIBITIONS -- CONTEST 
EVENTS. 

A person shall not do any of the following: 

1. own or operate an establishment located in this state 

in which a contest event occurs or is to occur. 

2. Act as a promoter of a contest event, regardless of 

whether the contest event occurs in this state or another 

state. For purposes of this subsection, a person who aids, 

abets, or assists in the promotion of a contest event shall be 

deemed to act as a promoter. 
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3. Act as a trainer of a contest animal engaged or to be 

engaged in a contest event conducted in this state or another 

state. For purposes of this subsection, a person who aids, 
abets, or assists in the training of a contest animal engaged 
or to be engaged in a contest event shall be deemed to act as 
a trainer. 

4. Act as a transporter moving a contest animal in this 

state. 
5. Act as a spectator of a contest event conducted in this 

state, regardless of whether the person paid admission to 
witness the contest event. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 7170.4 EXCEPTIONS. 

1. This chapter does not apply to a function other than a 

contest event. A contest event does not involve any of the 
following events: 

a. A race, including but not limited to a race regulated 
under chapter 990. 

b. A fair as defined in section 174.1. 
c. A rodeo or rodeo event. 
d. A 4-H function. 

e. A hunting or fishing party. 

f. A field meet or trial in which the skill of dogs is 

demonstrated in pointing, retrieving, trailing, or chasing any 

game bird, game animal, or fur-bearing animal. 

g. The raising or selling of game or fur-bearing animals 
as provided in chapter 481A. 

2. This chapter shall not apply to any of the following: 
a. An action to carry out an order issued by a court. 

b. An action by a licensed veterinarian practicing 
veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169. 

c. An action that is consistent with animal husbandry 

practices. 

d. An action allowed in order to carry out another 

provision of law which allows the action. 

e. The taking, hunting, trapping, or fishing for a wild 

animal as provided in chapter 481A. 
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f. An action to protect the person's property from a wild 
animal as defined in section 481A.l. 

g. An action to protect a person from injury or death 
caused by a wild animal as defined in section 481A.l. 

h. A person reasonably acting to protect the person's 
property from damage caused by an unconfined animal. 

i. A person reasonably acting to protect a person from 
injury or death caused by an unconfined animal. 

j. A local authority reasonably acting to destroy an 
animal, if at the time of the destruction, the owner of the 
animal is absent or unable to care for the animal, and the 
animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a 
degree that would result in severe and prolonged suffering. 

k. An institution, as defined in section 1458.1, or a 
research facility, as defined in section 162.2, provided that 
the institution or research facility performs functions within 
the scope of accepted practices and disciplines associated 
with the institution or research facility. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 7170.5 PENALTIES. 
A person who violates a provision of this chapter is guilty 

of a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 9, NEW SECTION. 7170.6 CONFISCATION AND DISPOSITION 
OF ANIMALS. 

A local authority may confiscate a contest animal that is 
trained with a contest device or is part of a contest event. 
The contest animal may be rescued and disposed of as neglected 
livestock or other animal pursuant to section 717,5 or 7178.4. 
If the contest animal is not rescued and disposed of pursuant 
to section 717.5 or 7178.4, it shall be forfeited to the state 

and subject to disposition as ordered by the court. In 
addition, the court shall order the owner of the contest 

animal to pay an amount which shall not be more than the 
expenses incurred in maintaining or disposing of the contest 
animal. The court may also order that the person pay 
reasonable attorney fees and expenses related to the 

investigation of the case that shall be taxed as other court 
costs. If more than one person has a divisible interest in 
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the contest animal, the amount required to be paid shall be 
prorated based on the percentage of interest in the contest 
animal owned by each person. The moneys shall be paid to the 
local authority incurring the expense. The amount shall be 
subtracted from proceeds which are received from the sale of 
the contest animal ordered by the court. 

Sec. 10. Section 7178.7, Code 2001, is repealed. 
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