
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Passed 

vote: 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
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Senate; Dat~ 3p!)O/ Passed House, Date 3·2S:.~ 
Ayes 50 Nays Q Vote: Ayes 9'/j Nays ......zO::,__ __ 
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An 

BE 

Act relating to the jurisdiction of district associate judges. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 415 
H-8280 

~ d -C.. Amen Senale Fi:e 415, as passeci by -ch'·' Senate, as 
2 follows: -
J 1. Page 1. by striking l:'..nos 8 and 9 a:1ci (J) 
~ inser:_i:-lg =he fo:lowi:1g: ··~ndictable ~isde~eanors, 
~> tt-P.€1 class "D" :elo:~y v.:olation!3 o: seetioA 321J.2, and 
6 o:-.her felony arra:gnments, j:Jrisd:ctio:"": !_o e:~tcr a". 

S-5248 

By CO~~ITTEE ON ~UCTCIARY 
l.,APSON o:. :.i.n:-1, Chairperson 

TO 
415 

1 Amend Senate File 415, as passed b 2 follows: Y the Senate, as 

3 . 1. _Page 1, by striking lines 8 and 9 and 
4 1nsert1ng the following: "indictable · d 
5 ttfld class "D" f 1 . m1s emeanors, 

e ony v1olations ef seeeiea 321J 2 and 
~ f~ai;;rments, jurisdiction to ente~ ~ .. -.­

.-; 1j.~ RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
.f~ 

S-5248 FILED MARCH 25, 2 2/ 

TLSB 2489SV 79 

jm/gg/8 



S.F. ~1.5 H.F. 

l Section l. Section 602.6306, subsectfu:n.2, Code 2001, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. District associate judges also have jurisdiction in 

4 civil actions for money judgment where the amount in 

5 controversy does not exceed ten thousand dollars, jurisdiction 
6 over involuntary commitment, treatment, or hospitalization 

7 proceedings under chapters 125 and 229, jurisdiction of 
8 indictable misdemeanors, and felony violations of section 

9 321J.2, and felony arraignments, jurisdiction to enter a 

10 temporary or emergency order of protection under chapter 236, 

ll and to make court appointments and set hearings in criminal 

12 matters, jurisdiction to enter orders in probate which do not 

13 require notice and hearing and to set hearings in actions 

14 under chapter 633, and the jurisdiction provided in section 
15 602.7101 when designated as a judge of the juvenile court. 

16 While presiding in these subject matters a district associate 
17 judge shall employ district judges' practice and procedure. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill relates to the jurisdiction of district associate 

20 judges. The bill provides that a district associate judge may 

21 exercise jurisdiction over an arraignment involving a felony. 
22 Current law provides that in criminal proceedings, a district 

23 associate judge has jurisdiction over indictable misdemeanors 

24 and felony offenses involving operating while intoxicated. 
25 An arraignment is generally defined as a proceeding where 

26 the criminal charge is read to the defendant and the defendant 

27 enters a plea of "guilty'' or ''not guilty'' to the charge. 
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SENATE FILE 415 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE JURISDICTION OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATE JUDGES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASS!!MBLY OF THE STATE OP' IOWA: 

Section 1. section 602.6306, subsection 2, Code 2001, is 

a•ended to read aa follows: 
2. District associate jud9e• also have jurisdiction in 

civil actions tor money judqaent where the amount in 
controversy does not exceed ten thousand dollars, jurisdiction 
over involuntary commitment, treatment, or hospitalization 

proceedings under chapters 125 and 229, jurisdiction of 

indictabl@ misdem@anors, end class •o• felony violations of 

~eetion-~ii~Ti, and other felony arraiq~enta, jurisdiction to 

enter a t@mporary or eaergency order of protection under 

chapter 236, and to make court appointments and set hearinqs 

in criminal mattera, jurisdiction to enter ordera in probate 

which do not require notice and hearinq and to set hearinqs in 

actions under chapter 633, and the jurisdiction provided in 

s•ctlon 602.7101 when designated as a judge of the juvenile 

e • 
senate File 415, p. 2 

court. While presiding in these subject matters a district 

associate judqe shall employ district judges' practice and 

procedure. 

MARY E, KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

BRENT SIEGRIST 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that thia bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 415, Seventy-ninth General AsseMbly. 

Approved ~~ 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 

Governor 

MICHAEL E. MARSHALL 
Secretary of the Senate 
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