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1l An Act excepting certain acts constituting a simple assault from
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the criminal offense of robbery.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 711.1, subsection 1, Code 2001, is .
amended to read as follows:
1. Commits an assault upon another other than an assault

as defined in section 708.2, subsection 5.
EXPLANATION
This bill creates an exception to the definition of the
criminal offense of robbery. The bill provides that a person
who commits or intends to commit a theft, and who commits a

simple misdemeanor assault to further the commission of the
theft, does not commit robbery. Under current law, a person
who commits or intends to commit any theft, and who comnits
any assault to further the commission of the theft, commits
either robbery in the first degree or robbery in the second
degreé depending on the severity of the assault.

Robbery in the first degree is a class "B" felony
punishable by confinement for no more than 25 years. Robbery
in the second degree is a class "C" felony punishable by

confinement for no more than 10 years and a fine of at least
$1,000 but not more than $10,000.
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act excepting certain acts constituting a simple assault from
2 the criminal offense of robbery.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 711.1, subsection 1, Code 2001, is .
amended to read as follows:
1, Commits an assault upon another other than an assault

as defined in section 708.2, subsection 5.

EXPLANATION

This bill creates an exception to the definition of the
criminal offense of robbery. The bill provides that a person
who commits or intends to commit a theft, and who commits a
simple misdemeanor assault to further the commission of the
theft, does not commit robbery. Under current law, a person
who commits or intends to commit any theft, and who commits
any assault to further the commission of the theft, commits
either robbery in the first degree or robbery in the second
degree depending on the severity of the assault.

Robbery in the first degree is a class "B" felony
punishable by confinement for no more than 25 years. Robbery
in the second degree is a class "C" felony punishable by
confinement for no more than 10 years and a fine of at least .
$1,000 but not more than $10,000.
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SENATE FILE 391 REQUESTED BY:
FISCAL NOTE SENATOR MCKEAN

The estimate for Senate File 391 is hereby submitted as a fiscal note pursuant
to Joint Rule 17 and as a correctional impact statement pursuant to Section
2.56, Code of Iowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional
impact statement are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of
the lLegislature upon request.

Senate File 391 creates an exception to the definition of robbery. The Bill
provides that a person who commits or intends to commit a theft, and who
commits a simple misdemeanor assault teo further the commission of the theft,
does not commit robbery. Under current law, a person who commits or intends to
commit theft, and commits any assault to further the commission of the theft,
commits robbery, which is punishable by a Class B or C(Class C felony.

ASSUMPTIONS

1. Charge, conviction, and sentencing patterns and trends will not change
over the projection period.

2, Priscner length of stay, revocation rates, and other corrections'
practices and policies will not change over the projection period.

3. There 1is a six-month lag time from the effective date (July 1, 2001) of

the proposed legislation to the date of first entry of affected offenders
into the correctional system.

4. The analysis is based on information obtained from the Adult Corrections
Information System, the computerized database for Icwa's prison system.
Conviction and penalty information is based on FY 2000 data.

5. The effect of Senate File 391 is to impose a lesser penalty, either a
serious or aggravated misdemeanor, rather than a Class B or C forcible
felony, for a very specific offense.

6. The median <¢ost for a sericus misdemeanor indigent defense case is $750
while an aggravated misdemeanor indigent defense case is $1,000. The
median cost for a Class C felony is $1,200 for indigent defense.

7. The marginal cost per day for probation 1is $1.55% per offender. The
average length of stay on community supervision is 6 months for a serious
misdemeanor and 19 months for an aggravated misdemeanor.

8. Court costs vary by type of offense charged as well as contested versus
uncontested cases. Information concerning the ratic of contested versus
uncontested cases is not available. '

9. The average court cost for an uncontested serious misdemeanor case is $282
while the average court cost for a contested serious misdemeanor case is
52,500,

10. The average court cost for an uncontested aggravated misdemeanor case is
$271 while the average court cost for a contested aggravated misdemeanor
is approximately $2,900.

11. The average minimum court cost for a Class C felony case is approximately
$3,000 while the average maximum court cost is approximately $4,900.

12. Court costs include expenses for the Clerk of Court, court attendant,
court reporter, juries, and judges, i.e., Magistrates, District Associate
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Judges, and District Court Judges. ' : 3; e -;\;3':- v é
13. average length of stay in prison t‘or a Cl*ass C. toroibld £elom€ 1 &
years. The marginal cost per day. is 96 par amm: 4&%&‘3&.
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During FY‘2002, there will be one less conwiction of t Ci.aas c ruxctbw felmq
The offender will be convicted of either:g seriocus of jggravated: mim;ncn' _
Thae offender will be - sentencegd to praﬁation :cat:hea‘ than pria:m ‘ T!ﬂe
conviction pattern will occur on an annual !:a:sis . ;. _ ‘ . .{ y

e

Admisasions to prison will decrease by ona inmate. eash- &etx:‘fux the next £
years. The prison population will decrease by on& n;me dur&w; E"!’ 2002.*--‘
inmates by FY 2003, and five inmates by FY 2006. ..

Admissions to probation will increase by one oft‘éndez dtir.tng‘ FT 2002. md sm,\
year thereafter. :

FISCAL INPACT

Senate File 391 will have the following im;t: ‘ * 3 S :

STATE GOVERNMENT IMPACT ' -,_‘.' .

Probation costs for the Community-Based Cox:rectioﬂp m wystem are estimat:ﬂi{
to increase by a range of $300 to $93& annualdyyi d‘pending on uhothe: the
offender is convicted of a serious or aggra#atad n&edﬂbmox : :

‘ -
Prisont costs are estimated to decrgase by approxmcdy $6. 00{} dur.lnq F&‘ 'ﬂ)m
and approximately $12,000 during FY 2003. , ‘ N %

Indigent defense costs are estimated tod decrem ﬁe} i’ range .of $200 ta” St‘SO
annually, depending upon® whether the og‘temﬁr is comu:tdd of a s¥rious or
aggravated misdemeanor. ) 3 .
Court costs are estimated to decrease by a,.a:ange of $2'¢90~ te $2 860 anmaall;r, J‘,,
depending on whether or not the offenﬁr is - cmvzl.érad of  a sgrious pr -
agygravated misdemeanor and whether the case m co#ubtm o uhuantested

Total State costs axe estimated to decreaia by awrﬁi*&pln ‘333, 000 dﬁtinq ?Y
2002 and by approximately 314 4ga in FY 2003 Leos _ i

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPAGT - S

The fiscal impact on local 3ails cannm'. ‘Bl d&:emm %o 1nsﬁfﬁcieht g
information. However, overall jai} costs ate ekpse}:e& ttg‘ﬁncm;a undqr Senat’e I |
File 391. P . LT :
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Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Divisicon, Department of Human Rights
bepartment of Corrections

Supreme Court
State Public Defender's COffice

(LSB 16605V, BAL)

FILED MARCH 13, 2001 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR




