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SENATE FILE ~ 
BY MADDOX 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

An 

BE 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Act creating a new criminal offense for trespassing on 

property that is under construction, and providing a penalty. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB l659XS 79 

jm/c1s/14 

~ 
~I 

... ' 



S.F. H.F. 

l Section l. Section 716.8, Code 2001, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. A person who commits a trespass on the 
4 property of another that is under construction, commits a 

5 serious misdemeanor if a sign is conspicuously posted on the 
6 property that states substantially the following: THIS 

7 PROPERTY IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND ANY PERSON WHO TRESPASSES 

8 ON THIS PROPERTY COMMITS A SERIOUS MISDEMEANOR. For purposes 

9 of this subsection, "construction" means a physical alteration 

10 of a building or an improvement of real estate, and includes 

11 new construction, enlargements, or additions to existing 

12 construction, and alterations, renovation, remodeling, 
13 restoration, preservation, or other material modification to 
14 and within existing construction. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill creates a new criminal offense of trespassing on 

17 property that is under construction, and provides a penalty. 

18 The bill provides that any person who trespasses on 

19 property that is under construction, which also contains a 
20 conspicuously placed sign stating that the property is under 

21 construction and the punishment for trespassing on the 
22 property, commits a serious misdemeanor. The bill generally 
23 defines "construction" to mean a physical alteration of a 

24 building or an improvement of real estate, including new 

25 construction, enlargements, or additions, and alterations, 

26 renovations, remodeling, 

27 material modification of 

28 A serious misdemeanor 

restoration, preservation, or other 

existing construction. 

is punishable by confinement for no 

29 more than one year and a fine of at least $250 but not more 
30 than $1,500. 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 42 
F:ISCAL NOTE 

Tt:e esttmate ~8: Senate File 42 :s hereby subrntt.~j as a ftsc:3i note purst:ar:t 
to Jot:.~ Rule 17 and as a correct:ona! 1mpac~ state~e~r pursuant to Secttan 
2 56. ~c)(::e ~~ro·,.ra. ~a:a used H: developi:-~g th1s f!s:al ..-.cte and correcttcnal 
:rrpact stctemen: are evat:able fr::::>m :he Legtslatl'Je Ftscal Bureau to members o! 
the L~gts:Jt~re up0n request. 

---------------

.Se:1a:.e Ftl~ 42 amer.ds Sec:to:~ 716.8, Code of :o .. ·a by addtng a n'=w crimtna: 
offe~se cf ~respasstng o~ pr::::>perty that ts unde~ c8~str112t1on and applytnq a 
p~na:ty or a se~:ous misdemeanor that ts p·1n1shab2e by co~ftne~ent for no more 
:!ian one yes.r a:-:d a fir1e of at ~e3S!. S7.5G .Oi.J':. no~ rrcre than $1,500 

ASSUMPTIONS 

<. 

3. 

4. 

6 

7. 

9 

9 

: ~) . 

~ 1 . 

The law w_l~ oecome e~fe~tive July l, 2081. A iag effect of 31X months 1s 
assumed, fro::-t the effective date of the char.ge :r1 th~ law t:.o the dat.e of 
f1rs~ er1try of aftected offenders 1nto the correct1onai syste~. 

The ana1ys1s 1s based o~ 1~format1on rb~a1ncd f~om tte Justice Da:a 
Ware~oJse, wh1~h In':"::ude!.~ s~atewAde cot.:rt 1:-.format1o:-J Penalty 
ir~fcr~atlon 1s tasea or: FY 2~CC aata. 
Dur~~q FY 2GGO. there were 2,103 s1~p~e ~1sd~meanor co~vict1ons. Of 
~hesE, ~· we:e crdered to !=Jtlson, 4:b rece1ve:d 1ail tern1s, :11 received 
probat1o~. 5 were 5en~e~=ed tc restd~nt:al !~c1~~t1es. and ~he remai~der 
received other sanct:o:-;s st.:::h as ~1nes and <::o!Tunun1ty serv:c:e 
The cost o~ an ~!lCO~tested s1mp!e misdemeanor for the J;~d1c1a! Brar~ch 

ran~es from $50 to S06. 
Tt.e cos: of a =on~ested s:mple misdemeanor fo: ~he Jud1~:al Branch ranges 
fran S238 to S~03. 
The cos~ of a~ ur.c~l)tcsted se:1ous ~:sdemear:cr !or tte ~ud;c1al ara~ch 
ranges frcn Sl83 tQ S3~G. 

The c:>st cf ~ ,.;ontested ser10115 mLsdemeanc:~r f::.t ·-~e ._~lldlc:..a: Braner. ranges 
from 52,04~ to 52,950. 
Senate F1.!.e 42 would resu.it 1:. an l!"lcrease o~ ~i.33 :c $314 pe:- case tor a:~ 

uncontested sertous m:sdemeanor and an 1nc:ease o~ $1,807 to $2,447 per 
case for a ccnLested ser1cus m1sdemea~or 
The rrea1an ~est per case for s~mp~e m1sdemea~cr fo: the Public Defender's 
Of~:..ce :s $28(; 
The medla~ ~ost per ~ase fot a ser1cus ~1sdemeanor for the Public 
Defe:Jder's Office 1s 5500 
The State Publ:c Gefer1aer's Off1ce w111 see a rned1arJ in~rea~e o~ $300 per 
case. 

COliiR&CTIOIIAL IMPACT 

:he co:re~t1cn~l 1~pact cr Se~ate F1le 42 wou~d res~~t 1~ :ncreas~d probat!On 
,'l:-.d )al: caseloaas. Due t:J 1:-:suf:Lcie!'1': 1r.:crrr.ut:..011, the ::crrec~io!'lal 17':'1pact 
cf Senate F1~e 42 can!'lct oe determ1ned. 
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The t~tal General F~nd f1sca! 1mpact of senate f1le 4! cannot be determ1oed ~ 
to i~sufftctent lnformatlon. However, the approxiffiate range for ~ne per~ 
conv1oted of a serious m1sdemeanor uncontested 1s $7J0 S90C. ~ 
approxtmate range for one per~on convtct~d of a s&xi~s m~sdemeanor - ~~n~~s~ 
lS $2,500- $3,500. 

souaas 

Criminal dnd Juvenile Justice Plannlng -D>vis>on, Department of Kul!liln lUgl\1 
State Court Ad~lnistrator's O!fice 
State Public Defender's Office 

(LSB l6~9XS, JD! 
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