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1 Section 1. Section 237.5, subsection 1, Code 2001, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. An individual or an agency shall apply for a license by 

4 completing an application to the administrator upon forms 

5 furnished by the administrator. The administrator shall issue 

6 or reissue a license if the administrator determines that the 

7 applicant or licensee is or upon commencing operation will 

8 provide child foster care in compliance with this chapter. A 

9 license for an individual is valid for one year from the date 

10 of issuance. A license for an agency is valid for up to three 

11 years from the date of issuance for the period determined by 

12 the administrator in accordance with administrative rules 

13 providing criteria for making the determination. The license 
14 shall state on its face the name of the licensee, the type of 

15 facility, the particular premises for which the license is 

16 issued, and the number of children who may be cared for by the 

17 facility on the premises at one time. The license shall be 

18 posted in a conspicuous place in the physical plant of the 

19 facility, except that if the facility is in a single-family 

20 home the license may be kept where it is readily available for 
21 examination upon request. 

22 Sec. 2. Section 237.5A, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 
24 237.5A FOSTER PARENT TRAINING. 

25 As a condition for initial licensure, each individual 

26 licensee shall complete twei~e thirty hours of foster parent 

27 training offered or approved by the department. Prior to 

28 annual renewal of licensure, each individual licensee shall 

29 also complete six twelve hours of foster parent training or 

30 twenty-four hours of training for a licensee subject to 

31 treatment foster care certification. The training shall 

32 include but is not limited to physical care, education, 

33 learning disabilities, referral to and receipt of necessary 

34 professional services, behavioral assessment and modification, 

35 self-assessment, self-living skills, and biological parent 
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1 contact. An individual licensee may complete the training as 

2 part of an approved training program offered by a public or 

3 private agency with expertise in the provision of child foster 

4 care or in related subject areas. The department shall adopt 

5 rules to implement and enforce this training requirement. 

6 Sec. 3. Section 238.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 238.3 P9WER AUTHORITY TO LICENSE. 

9 The administrator i~-hereby-em~ewered-to may grant a 

10 license under this chapter for ene-year the period specified 

11 in section 238.9 for the conduct of any child-placing agency 

12 that-is-£or-the-ptlbiie-9eed,-and-i~-eendtleted-by-a-reptltabie 

13 and-re~~on~ib%e-per~on in this state. 

14 Sec. 4. Section 238.9, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 238.9 ~ENBRE TERM OF LICENSE. 

17 bieen~e~ A license granted under this chapter shall be 

18 valid for ene-year three years from the date of issuance 

19 thereo£ unless the license is revoked in accordance with the 

20 ~ro~i~ion~-hereo£ section 238.10. 

21 Sec. 5. Section 238.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 238.24 INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL. 

24 1. Ne-indi~±dtla% Except as authorized by this section, a 

25 person who acquires thrett9h-the-operatien-o£-the-prev±~ien~-e£ 

26 seetion~-%3S.i1-to-~38•%3,-inei~~ive, under this chapter or 

27 from the records provided for in this chapter, information 

28 relative to any agency or relative to any ~er~on individual 

29 cared for by ~tteh the agency or relative to any relative of 

30 any-~tteh-~ersen the individual, shall not directly or 

31 indirectly disclose ~tteh the information exee~t~ 

32 2. Disclosure of information acquired under this chapter 

33 or from the records provided for in this chapter is authorized 

34 under any of the following circumstances: 

35 a. ttpon Disclosure made upon inquiry before a court of 
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1 law, or before some other tribunal, or for the information of 
2 the governor, general assembly, medical examiners, 

3 administrator, Iowa department of public health, or the local 

4 board of health in the jurisdiction where stte~ the agency is 

5 located. 
6 b. No~~±ng-~ere±n-sha%%-pren±b±~-~~e Disclosure made by 

7 the administrator from diseios±ng-sueh-fae~s-~o-stteh to proper 
8 persons as may be in the interest of a child cared for by stten 

9 the agency or in the interest of the child's parents or foster 
10 parents and not inimical to the child, or as may be necessary 
11 to protect the interests of the child's prospective foster 

12 parents. However, disclosure of termination and adoption 

13 records shall be governed by the provisions of sections 600.16 

14 and 600.16A. 

15 ~ Not~ing-~ere±n-shaii-proh±b±~-the Disclosure for 
16 purposes of statistical analysis performed by duly authorized 
17 persons of data collected by-v±rtue-o£ under this chapter or 
18 the publication of the results of such analysis in such manner 

19 as will not disclose confidential information. 

20 Sec. 6. Section 600.15, Code Supplement 2001, is amended 

21 to read as follows: 
22 600.15 FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS. 

23 i•-a• A decree establishing a parent-child relationship by 
24 adoption which is issued pursuant to due process of law by a 
25 juvenile court or court of any other jurisdiction in the 
26 United States or in the child's country of origin shall be 

27 recognized in this state. 

28 b.--A-deeree-term±nating-a-parent-eh±id-reia~±onship-wn±eh 

29 ±s-±ssued-pttrsttan~-to-dtte-proeess-o£-iaw-by-a-;uven±ie-eottrt 

30 er-eottr~-e£-any-o~her-;ur±sdie~±on-±n-tne-8n±ted-Sta~es-sha%i 

31 be-reeogn±zed-±n-th±s-state~ 

32 e~--9oeumentat±on-demonstrat±ng-that-a-eni%d-has-been 

33 iegaliy-reieased-or-approved-£or-adoption-by-the-eh±ld~s 

34 eottntry-o£-or±g±n-shali-be-aeeep~ed-as-evidenee-~hae 

35 term±nat±on-o£-parentai-r±ghts-has-been-eompieeed-±n-~hat 
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1 eottfttry-and-snaii-be-reeogn~zed-~n-tn~s-st8te7 

2 z~--f~-8ft-800~t~on-n8S-oeettrred-~n-tne-m~ner-~ersoft~S 

3 eottntry-o~-or~g±ft,-8-fttrtner-8de~t~oft-mttst-oeettr-~n-tne-stete 

4 wnere-tne-8dopt±ftg-p8reftts-reside-±ft-8eeerd8ftee-w~tn-tne 

5 8do~tieft-%ews-of-tn8t-seete7 

6 37--A-i±eeftsed-eniid-piaeiftg-ageftey-es-de~ifted-±ft-seet~oft 

7 %38~z7-a-person-mak~ng-eft-±ndependeftt-~ieeement-as-def~fted-~ft 

8 seet±en-666A7%,-er-an-±ftYest±gaeer-mey-~reY~de-fteeessary 

9 ass±stanee-te-aft-eiigibie-eiti~eft-o~-iowa-wno-desires-to7-±ft 

10 aeeordanee-w±tn-tne-imm±gr8t±on-%8ws-o~-ene-Bnited-States, 

11 make-an-iftterftat±oftai-8do~tion7 
12 Sec. 7. Section 238.23, Code 2001, is repealed. 

13 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill relates to child foster care and adoption 

15 requirements involving licensure periods, foster parent 

16 training, annual reports, and foreign adoptions. 

17 Code section 237.5, relating to foster care licensure 
18 requirements, is amended to change the term of the license for 

19 a child foster care agency from a one-year period to a period 

20 of up to three years for the period determined by the 

21 department of human services administrator designated to 

22 administrate foster care licensing. The term of the license 

23 for an individual foster family home remains at one year. 

24 Code section 237.5A, relating to foster parent training 

25 requirements, is amended to increase the number of hours 

26 required for initial and renewal foster parent licensure. For 

27 initial licensure the requirement is increased from 12 to 30 
28 hours. For annual renewal the requirement is increased from 

29 six to 12 hours. If the foster parent is subject to treatment 

30 foster care certification, the training requirement for 

31 license renewal is increased from six to 24 hours. 

32 Code sections 238.3 and 238.9, relating to licensure of 

33 child-placing agencies, are amended to change the term of the 

34 license from a one-year period to a three-year period and to 

35 make other technical and conforming changes. 
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1 Code section 238.24, relating to information required to be 

2 kept confidential, is rewritten. An internal reference to 

3 various licensing records and to a report in Code section 

4 238.23 that is repealed by the bill, is expanded to cover 

5 information acquired under the entire chapter. In addition, 

6 unnumbered paragraphs are assigned alphanumeric designations 

7 and the language is revised to clearly state the prohibition 

8 against disclosure of confidential information and the 

9 exceptions to that prohibition. Current law in Code section 

10 238.45, provides that a violation of the chapter is a 

11 fraudulent practice. 

12 Code section 238.23, requiring child-placing agencies to 

13 file an annual report with the department of human services 

14 and specifying the placement and budget information for the 

15 report, is repealed. 

16 Code section 600.15, relating to foreign and international 

17 adoptions, is amended to provide for recognition in this state 

18 of an adoption decree issued in the child's country of origin. 

19 Under current law, only an adoption decree issued by a court 

20 in a United States jurisdiction is recognized in this state. 

21 The bill also makes conforming changes striking language 

22 regarding the use of documentation from the child's country of 

23 origin and language authorizing child-placing agencies and 

24 
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assist citizens of Iowa in making an international 
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Fidds of Opportunities 

THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR 
SALLYJ.PEDERSON,LT.GOVERNOR 

JAN 3 2JQ2 

TO: Members of the General Assembl/l J , e_. 
FROM: Jessie K. Rasmussen, DirectVt 

STATE OF IOW"A 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

JESSIE K. RASMUSSEN, DIRECTOR 

The Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) is proposing legislation 
relating to Foster Care and Adoption: 

This proposal amends Code section 237.5, 238.3 and 238.9 to change the 
duration of foster care licenses from one year to three years for child caring 
agencies. The license duration for foster family homes remains a one year 
license. This change will allow agencies with licenses in good standing to 
have a license period of up to three years. This change will allow the 
Department to focus resources to the areas needing the most attention to 
assure child safety. 

This proposal amends Code section 237.5A to change the training 
requirements for foster parent training from 12 hours to 30 hours for initial 
training, and annual training from six hours to twelve hours. These changes 
will improve the preparation of foster parents and increase stability of foster 
placements, and better inform prospective foster and adoptive parents of the 
needs of the children who may enter their homes. 

This proposal repeals Code section 238.23 which required child placing 
agencies to file an annual report with the Department of Human Services. 
This change removes a paperwork requirement for child placing agencies 
which does not contribute directly to client results or benefits. 

This proposal amends Code section 238.24 to reference confidential 
information under this chapter replacing reference to 238.23 which is 
repealed by this proposal, and other technical changes to simplify and clarify 
the section. 

This proposal amends Code section 600.15 to remove the requirement for 
re-adoption of children adopted in a foreign country to comply with the Hauge 
legislation. Currently Iowa is the only state that requires "re-adoption" when 
a child is adopted in a foreign country. Other technical changes in support of 
the recognition of foreign adoptions also occur, which address no longer 
needing Termination of Parental Rights orders from a court in the United 
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States, and not requiring licensed child placing agencies to assist with 
foreign adoptions since the state would recognize the foreign decree and 
there would no longer be a need to meet any adoption requirements for the 
state of Iowa. 

For additional information regarding this proposal, or other questions, please 
contact Kate Walton, Legislative Liaison at 281-4387 or e-mail 
kwalton@dhs.state.ia.us. 
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S.F. H.F. j_fJI 

1 Section 1. Section 237.5, subsection 1, Code 2001, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. An individual or an agency shall apply for a license by 

4 completing an application to the administrator upon forms 

5 furnished by the administrator. The administrator shall issue 

6 or reissue a license if the administrator determines that the 

7 applicant or licensee is or upon commencing operation will 

8 provide child foster care in compliance with this chapter. A 

9 license for an individual is valid for one year from the date 

10 of issuance. A license for an agency is valid for up to three 

11 years from the date of issuance for the period determined by 

12 the administrator in accordance with administrative rules 

13 providing criteria for making the determination. The license 

14 shall state on its face the name of the licensee, the type of 

15 facility, the particular premises for which the license is 

16 issued, and the number of children who may be cared for by the 

17 facility on the premises at one time. The license shall be 

18 posted in a conspicuous place in the physical plant of the 

19 facility, except that if the facility is in a single-family 

20 home the license may be kept where it is readily available for 

21 examination upon request. 

22 Sec. 2. Section 237.5A, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 237.5A FOSTER PARENT TRAINING. 

25 As a condition for initial licensure, each individual 

26 licensee shall complete ~weive thirty hours of foster parent 

27 training offered or approved by the department. Prior to 

28 annual renewal of licensure, each individual licensee shall 

29 also complete ~~x twelve hours of foster parent training or 

30 twenty-four hours of training for a licensee subject to 

31 treatment foster care certification. The training shall 

32 include but is not limited to physical care, education, 

33 learning disabilities, referral to and receipt of necessary 

34 professional services, behavioral assessment and modification, 

35 self-assessment, self-living skills, and biological parent 
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1 contact. An individual licensee may complete the training as 

2 part of an approved training program offered by a public or 

3 private agency with expertise in the provision of child foster 

4 care or in related subject areas. The department shall adopt 

5 rules to implement and enforce this training requirement. 

6 Sec. 3. Section 238.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 238.3 PSWBR AUTHORITY TO LICENSE. 

9 The administrator is-hereby-em~owered-~o may grant a 

10 license under this chapter for one-year the period specified 

11 in section 238.9 for the conduct of any child-placing agency 

12 ~ha~-is-for-~he-~~b%ie-9ood,-and-is-eondtte~ed-by-a-re~~~ab%e 

13 and-re~pon~±b%e-person in this state. 

14 Sec. 4. Section 238.9, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 238.9 ~BNHRB TERM OF LICENSE. 

17 b±een~e~ A license granted under this chapter shall be 

l8 valid for one-year three years from the date of issuance 

_g ~hereof unless the license is revoked in accordance with ~he 

20 pro~±~±on~-hereof section 238.10. 

21 Sec. 5. Section 238.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 238.24 INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL. 

24 1. No-±ndi~idtta% Except as authorized by this section, a 

25 person who acquires ~hrott9h-~he-o~era~ion-of-~he-~ro~±sion~-o£ 

26 see~±ons-~387iY-~o-~387~3,-ine%~s±~e, under this chapter or 

27 from the records provided for in this chapter, information 

28 relative to any agency or relative to any ~erson individual 

29 cared for by ~tteh the agency or relative to any relative of 

30 any-~~eh-~er~on the individual, shall not directly or 

31 indirectly disclose stteh the information exee~~~ 

32 2. Disclosure of information acquired under this chapter 

33 or from the records provided for in this chapter is authorized 

34 under any of the following circumstances: 

a. ttpon Disclosure made upon inquiry before a court of 
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1 law, or before some other tribunal, or for the information of 

2 the governor, general assembly, medical examiners, 

3 administrator, Iowa department of public health, or the local 

4 board of health in the jurisdiction where ~tteh the agency is 

5 located. 

6 b. No~hi~9-herei~-sh8ii-prohibi~-~he Disclosure may be 

7 made by the administrator £rom-diseiosi~9-~tteh-£8e~~-~o-stteh 

8 to proper persons as may be in the interest of a child cared 

9 for by ~tteh the agency or in the interest of the child's 

10 parents or foster parents and not inimical to the child, or as 

11 may be necessary to protect the interests of the child's 

12 prospective foster parents. However, disclosure of 

13 termination and adoption records shall be governed by the 

14 provisions of sections 600.16 and 600.16A. 

15 c. No~hi~9-herei~-~h8ii-prohiei~-~he Disclosure for 

16 purposes of statistical analysis performed by duly authorized 

17 persons of data collected by-vir~tte-o£ under this chapter or 

18 the publication of the results of such analysis in such manner 

19 as will not disclose confidential information. 

20 Sec. 6. Section 238.23, Code 2001, is repealed. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill relates to child foster care and adoption 

23 requirements involving licensure periods, foster parent 

24 training, annual reports, and foreign adoptions. 

25 Code section 237.5, relating to foster care licensure 

26 requirements, is amended to change the term of the license for 

27 a child foster care agency from a one-year period to a period 

28 of up to three years for the period determined by the 

29 department of human services administrator designated to 

30 administrate foster care licensing. The term of the license 

31 for an individual foster family home remains at one year. 

32 Code section 237.5A, relating to foster parent training 

33 requirements, is amended to increase the number of hours 

34 required for initial and renewal foster parent licensure. For 

35 initial licensure the requirement is increased from 12 to 30 

-3-
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For annual renewal the requirement is increased from 

12 hours. If the foster parent is subject to treatment 

care certification, the training requirement for 

renewal is increased from six to 24 hours. 

5 Code sections 238.3 and 238.9, relating to licensure of 

6 child-placing agencies, are amended to change the term of the 

7 license from a one-year period to a three-year period and to 

8 make other technical and conforming changes. 

9 Code section 238.24, relating to information required to be 

10 kept confidential, is rewritten. An internal reference to 

11 various licensing records and to a report in Code section 

12 238.23 that is repealed by the bill, is expanded to cover 

13 information acquired under the entire chapter. In addition, 

14 unnumbered paragraphs are assigned alphanumeric designations 

15 and the language is revised to clearly state the prohibition 

16 against disclosure of confidential information and the 

17 exceptions to that prohibition. Current law in Code section 

8 238.45, provides that a violation of the chapter is a 

9 fraudulent practice. 

20 Code section 238.23, requiring child-placing agencies to 

21 file an annual report with the department of human services 

22 and specifying the placement and budget information for the 

23 report, is repealed. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

5 
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HOUSE FILE 2518 

H-8233 
1 Amend House File 2518 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 
3 following: 
4 "Section 1. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph 
5 f, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 2001, is 
6 amended to read as follows: 
7 Housing, health, safety, and medical care policies 
8 for children receiving child foster care. The medical 
9 care policies shall include but are not limited to 

10 ~ all of the following: 
11 Sec. 2. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, 
12 Code Supplement 2001, is amended by adding the 
13 follow~ng new subparagraph as subparagraph (1) and 
14 renumbering the existing subparagraphs: 
15 NEW SUBPARAGRJI_PH. (1) Provision by the department 
16 to the foster care provider at or before the time of a 
17 child's placement of the child's health records and 
18 any other information possessed or known about the 
19 health of the child or about a member of the child's 
20 family that pertains to the child's health." 
21 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By HEATON of Henry 
GRUNDBERG of Polk 

H-8233 FILED MARCH 11, 2002 
t:Z~ s;;~~ (f-7~) 

HOUSE PILE 2518 
H-8130 

1 Amend House File 2518 as follows: 

·± a :a r ;r,, 

2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 through 31, and 
3 inserting the following: "also complete six hours of 
4 foster parent training. The training shall". 

By CARROLL of Poweshiek 
H-8130 FILED FEBRUARY 28, 2002 

a~~d:~ 7-<V 
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HOUSE FILE ;;;J,5'J~ 
BY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

(SUCCESSOR TO HSB 576) 

(As Amended and Passed by the House March 12, 2002) 

Passed House, Date 
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Passed Senate, Date 3 - I? -CJ.;;L 
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Approved G· ~.J. ~ , flbo,_ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to child foster care and adoption requirements 
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S.F. H.F. d512 

1 Section 1. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, 

2 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 2001, is amended to 

3 read as follows: 

4 Housing, health, safety, and medical care policies for 

5 children receiving child foster care. The medical care 

6 policies shall include but are not limited to bo~h all of the 

7 following: 

8 Sec. 2. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, Code 

9 Supplement 2001, is amended by adding the following new 

10 subparagraph as subparagraph (1) and renumbering the existing 

11 subparagraphs: 

12 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (1) Provision by the department to the 

13 foster care provider at or before the time of a child's 

14 placement of the child's health records and any other 

15 information possessed or known about the health of the child 

16 or about a member of the child's family that pertains to the 

17 child's health. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 237.5, subsection 1, Code 2001, is amended 

19 to read as follows: 

20 1. An individual or an agency shall apply for a license by 

21 completing an application to the administrator upon forms 

22 furnished by the administrator. The administrator shall issue 

23 or reissue a license if the administrator determines that the 

24 applicant or licensee is or upon commencing operation will 

25 provide child foster care in compliance with this chapter. A 

26 license for an individual is valid for one year from the date 

27 of issuance. A license for an agency is valid for up to three 

28 years from the date of issuance for the period determined by 

29 the administrator in accordance with administrative rules 

30 providing criteria for making the determination. The license 

31 shall state on its face the name of the licensee, the type of 

32 facility, the particular premises for which the license is 

33 issued, and the number of children who may be cared for by the 

34 facility on the premises at one time. The license shall be 

35 posted in a conspicuous place in the physical plant of the 
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1 facility, except that if the facility is in a single-family 

2 home the license may be kept where it is readily available for 

3 examination upon request. 

4 Sec. 4. Section 237.5A, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 

6 237.5A FOSTER PARENT TRAINING. 

7 As a condition for initial licensure, each individual 

8 licensee shall complete tw~i~e thirty hours of foster parent 

9 training offered or approved by the department. Prior to 

10 annual renewal of licensure, each individual licensee shall 

11 also complete six hours of foster parent training. The 

12 training shall include but is not limited to physical care, 

13 education, learning disabilities, referral to and receipt of 

14 necessary professional services, behavioral assessment and 

15 modification, self-assessment, self-living skills, and 

16 biological parent contact. An individual licensee may 

17 complete the training as part of an approved training program 

18 offered by a public or private agency with expertise in the 

19 provision of child foster care or in related subject areas. 

20 The department shall adopt rule~ to implement and enforce this 

21 training requirement. 

22 Sec. 5. Section 238.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 238.3 P8WER AUTHORITY TO LICENSE. 

25 The administrator is-hereey-empow~r~a-te may grant a 

26 license under this chapter for ene-y~ar the period specified 

27 in section 238.9 for the conduct of any child-placing agency 

28 that-is-for-the-ptteiie-9ood,-ana-is-eondttetea-ey-a-reptttabie 

29 and-responsible-person in this state. 

30 Sec. 6. Section 238.9, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

31 follows: 

32 238.9 ~ENeRE TERM OF LICENSE. 

33 bieen~e~ A license granted under this chapter shall be 

34 valid for one-year three years from the date of issuance 

35 thereof unless the license is revoked in accordance with th~ 
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1 ~rovi~ioft~-hereo£ section 238.10. 

2 Sec. 7. Section 238.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 238.24 INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL. 

5 1. No-±nd±v±dttai Except as authorized by this section, a 

6 person who acquires ~hrottgh-~ne-opera~±on-o£-~he-prov±s±ofts-o~ 

7 seet±ofts-~38~iT-~o-~38~~3,-±ne%tts±ve7 under this chapter or 

8 from the records provided for in this chapter, information 

9 relative to any agency or relative to any pe~SOft individual 

10 cared for by stteh the agency or relative to any relative of 

11 any-stten-pe~son the individual, shall not directly or 

12 indirectly disclose stteh the information exeep~~ 

13 2. Disclosure of information acquired under this chapter 

14 or from the records provided for in this chapter is authorized 

15 under any of the following circumstances: 

16 a. ttpon Disclosure made upon inquiry before a court of 

17 law, or before some other tribunal, or for the information of 

18 the governor, general assembly, medical examiners, 

19 administrator, Iowa department of public health, or the local 

20 board of health in the jurisdiction where stten the agency is 

21 located. 

22 b. Notn±ftg-ne~e±n-~ha%1-pron±b±~-~he Disclosure may be 

23 made by the administrator £rom-d±selos±ftg-stteh-£ae~s-~o-stteh 

24 to proper persons as may be in the interest of a child cared 

25 for by stten the agency or in the interest of the child's 

26 parents or foster parents and not inimical to the child, or as 

27 may be necessary to protect the interests of the child's 

28 prospective foster parents. However, disclosure of 

29 termination and adoption records shall be governed by the 

30 provisions of sections 600.16 and 600.16A. 

31 c. No~h±ng-here±n-shall-p~oh±b±~-~he Disclosure for 

32 purposes of statistical analysis performed by duly authorized 

33 persons of data collected by-v±r~tte-o£ under this chapter or 

34 the publication of the results of such analysis in such manner 

35 as will not disclose confidential information. 
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• 1 Sec. 8. Section 238.23, Code 2001, is repealed. 
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BOUSE FILE 2518 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO CHILD FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTION REQUIREMENTS 

INVOLVING LICENSING PERIODS, FOSTER PARENT TRAINING, AND 

ANNUAL REPORTS. 

BE lT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section l. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, 

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 2001, is amended to 

read as follows: 

Rousing, health, safety, and medical care policies for 

children receiving child foster care. The medical care 

policies shall include but are not limited to bo~h !ll of the 
following: 

Sec. 2. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, Code 
Supplement 2001, is amended by adding the following new 
subparagraph as subparagraph (1) and renumbering the existing 

subparagraphs: 
NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (l) Provision by the department to the 

foster care provider at or before the time of a child's 

placement of the child's health records and any other 
information possessed or known about the health of the child 
or about a member of the child's family that pertains to the 
child's health. 

Sec. 3. Section 237.5, subsection 1, Code 2001, is amended 
to read as follows: 

1. An individual or an agency shall apply for a license by 
completing an application to the administrator upon forms 
furnished by the administrator. The administrator shall issue 
or reissue a license if the administrator determines that the 
applicant or licensee is or upon commencing operation will 
provide child foster care in compliance with this chapter. A 
license for an individual is valid for one year from the date 

• • 
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of issuance. A license for an agency is valid for up to three 
years from the date of issuance for the period determined by 

the administrator in accordance with administrative rules 
providing criteria for making the determination. The license 
shall state on its face the name of the licensee, the type of 
facility, the particular premises for which the license is 
issued, and the number of children who may be cared for by the 
facility on the premises at one time. The license shall be 
posted in a conspicuous place in the physical plant of the 
facility, except that if the facility is in a single-family 
home the license may be kept where it is readily available for 
examination upon request. 

Sec. 4. Section 237.SA, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 
237.5A FOSTER PARENT TRAINING. 
As a condition for initial licensure, each individual 

licensee shall complete twei•e thirty hours of foster parent 
traininq offered or approved by the department. Prior to 
annual renewal of licensure, each individual licensee shall 
also complete six hours of foster parent training. The 
training shall include but is not limited to physical care, 
education, learning disabilities, referral to and receipt of 

necessary professional services, behavioral assessment and 
modification, self-assessment, self-living skills, and 
biological parent contact. An individual licensee may 
complete the training as part of an approved training program 
offered by a public or private agency with expertise in the 
provision of child foster care or in related subject areas. 
The department shall adopt rules to implement and enforce this 
training requirement. 

Sec. s. Section 238.3, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
follows: 

238.3 P6WBR AUTHORITY TO LICENSE. 
The administrator ~s-hereby-emp~were6-to ~ grant a 

license under this chapter for one-year the period specified 

H.F. 2518 
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in section 238.9 for the conduct of any child-placing agency 

t~at-i~-fo~-tne-p~blie-9oody-and-is-eond~eted-by-a-rep~table 

and-~eapensible-pe~aon in this state. 
Sec. 6. Section 238.9, Code 2001, is amended to read as 

follows: 

238,9 ~SN~RB TERM OF LICENSE. 
bieenses A license granted under this chapter shall be 

valid for one-year three years from the date of issuance 
thereof unless the license is revoked in accordance with the 
previsions-hereof section 238.10. 

Sec. 7, Section 238.24, Code 2001, is amended to read as 
follows: 

238,24 INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL, 
~ Ne-individ~al Except as authorized by this section, a 

person who acquires thre~9h-the-epe~atien-eE-tne-preYisions-ef 
seetiens-i38~:~-to-i38Ti3T-inel~siYeT under this chapter or 
from the records provided for in this chapter, information 
relative to any agency or relative to any person individual 
cared for by s~en the agency or relative to any relative of 
any-s~eh-persen the individual, shall not directly or 
indirectly disclose s~eh the information exeept~ 

2. Disclosure of information acguired under this chapter 
or from the records provided for in this chapter is authorized 
under any of the following circumstances: 
~ Hpon Disclosure made upon inquiry before a court of 

law, or before some other tribunal, or for the information of 
the governor, general assembly, medical examiners, 
administrator, Iowa department of public health, or the local 
board of health in the jurisdiction where s~eh the agency is 
located. 

~ Hothin9-herein-shall-prenibit-the Disclosure may be 
made by the administrator from-diselosift9-s~eh-£aets-te-s~eh 
to proper persons as may be in the interest of a child cared 
for by s~eh the agency or in the interest of the child's 
parents or foster parents and not inimical to the child, or as 
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may be necessary to protect the interests of the child's 
prospective foster parents. However, disclosure of 

termination and adoption records shall be governed by the 
provisions of sections 600.16 and 600.l6A, 

~ Hething-herein-shall-prohibit-the Disclosure for 
purposes of statistical analysis performed by duly authorized 

persons of data collected by-virt~e-o£ under this chapter or 
the publication of the results of such analysis in such manner 
as will not disclose confidential information. 

Sec. 8. Section 238.23, Code 2001, is repealed. 
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