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1 An Act encouraging school districts to establish character 

2 education programs, and directing the department of education 

3 to partner with local educational institutions and agencies 

4 and nonprofit organizations in the design and implementation 

5 of character education programs. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. .)_~f () -----

1 Section 1. Section 256.18, Code 2001, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 

3 256.18 CHARACTER EDUCATION POLICY ---PTb9~-PR9GRAM. 

4 1. It is the policy of the general assembly that Iowa's 

5 schools be the best and safest possible. To that end, each 

6 school is encouraged to instill the highest character and 

7 academic excellence in each student, in close cooperation with 

8 the student's parents, and with input from the community and 

9 educators. 

10 Schools should make every effort, formally and informally, 

11 to stress character qualities that will maintain a safe and 

12 orderly learning environment, and that will ultimately equip 

13 students to be model citizens. These qualities may include 

14 bttt-ar~-not-%imited-to-hon~~ty~-respon~~bi%ity~-r~~p~et-and 

15 ear~-ror-th~-per~on-and-prop~rty-or-oth~rs~-~~%r-d~seip%~n~~ 

16 ttnd~r~tandin9-of,-r~~p~et-ror,-and-ob~di~ne~-to-%aw-and 

17 eitiz~n~hip;-eottra9e,-in~t~ati~~,-eommitm~nt,-and 

18 p~r~~~~rane~;-kindn~~~,-eompa~~ion,-~~rvie~,-and-%oya%ty; 

19 rairn~~s,-mod~rat~on,-and-pa~i~ne~~-and-th~-di9nity-and 

20 n~e~ssity-or-hard-work caring, civic virtue and citizenship, 

21 justice and fairness, respect, responsibility, 

22 trustworthiness, giving, and any other qualities deemed 

23 appropriate by a school. 

24 2. The department of education shall assist schools in 

25 accessing financial and curricular resources to implement 

26 programs stressing these character qualities. Schools are 

27 encouraged to use their existing resources to implement 

28 programs stressing these qualities. Whenever possible, the 

29 department shall develop partnerships with schools, nonprofit 

30 organizations, or an institution of higher education, or with 

31 a consortium of two or more of those entities, to design and 

32 implement character education programs that may be integrated 

33 into classroom instruction and may be carried out with other 

34 educational reforms. 

35 i•--~he-depar~m~nt-or-~dtteation-sha%%-e~tab%i~h-a-eharaet~r 
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S.F. H.F. ~..:!Jf () 

1 edtteatioft-~iiot-pro9ram-to-e~aittate-met~ods-£or-ineor~ore~ift9 

2 positi~e-e~araeter-qttaxit±es-±ftto-eii-ie~eis-o£-t~e-ex±st±ft9 

3 edtteat±onax-~ro9rem. Schools ift~ox~ed-ift-t~e-~ixot-pro9ram 

4 may use phase III funds in the establishment of the program. 

5 3·--~~e-de~ar~meftt-o£-edtteetion-s~aii-re~ort-to-the-state 

6 board-aftd-to-t~e-9enerai-assembiy-re9ardift9-t~e-stteeess-or-afty 

7 p±iot-~ro9rams-pr±or-to-the-eompiet±on-or-the-third-year-o£-a 

8 pro9ram. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill strikes language establishing a character 

11 education pilot program, but maintains much of the language 

12 encouraging schools to make every effort to stress character 

13 education qualities. The bill provides that these qualities 

14 may include caring, civic virtue and citizenship, justice and 

15 fairness, respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, giving, 

16 and any other qualities deemed appropriate by a school. 

17 Currently, the Code requires the department of education to 

18 assist schools in accessing financial and curricular resources 

19 to implement character education programs. The bill adds to 

20 this requirement by directing the department to, whenever 

21 possible, develop partnerships with schools, nonprofit 

22 organizations, or an institution of higher education, or with 

23 a consortium of two or more of those entities, to design and 

24 implement character education programs that may be integrated 

25 into classroom instruction and may be carried out with other 
26 educational reforms. 
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