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Passed House, Date 
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Approved 

A BILL FOR 

HOUSE FILE ?0.--:. \ 
BY JOHNSON and ALONS 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating to the procedural requirements for foreign and 

2 international adoption, providing for applicability, and 

3 providing an effective date. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. --- H.F. 2()3\ 

1 Section 1. Section 600.15, Code Supplement 2001, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 600.15 FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS. 

4 i.--a. A decree establishing a parent-child relationship 

5 by adoption which is issued pursuant to due process of law by 

6 a juvenile court or court of any other jurisdiction in the 

7 United States or in the child's country of origin shall be 

8 recognized in this state. 

9 b.--A-oee~ee-te~m±ftat±ftg-a-pa~eftt-eh±io-~eiat±oftsh±p-wh±eh 

10 ±s-±sstleo-ptl~Stlaftt-to-otle-p~oeess-o£-law-by-a-;tl~eft±ie-eotl~t 

11 o~-eotl~t-o£-afty-othe~-;tl~±so±et±oft-±ft-the-8ft±teo-States-shall 

12 be-~eeogft±zeo-±ft-th±s-state• 

13 e.--aoetlmefttat±oft-oemoftst~at±ftg-that-a-eh±lo-has-beeft 

14 legally-~eleased-o~-app~o~eo-£o~-aoopt±oft-by-the-ehilo~s 

15 eotlftt~y-o£-o~±g±ft-shall-be-aeeepteo-as-e~±oeftee-that 

16 te~m±ftat±oft-o£-pa~efttal-~±ghts-has-beeft-eompleteo-ift-that 

17 eotlftt~y-ano-shall-be-~eeogftizeo-±n-th±s-state. 

18 z.--!£-aft-aooptioft-has-oeetl~~eo-ift-the-miftO~-pe~SOft~S 

19 eotlftt~y-o£-o~±g±ft,-a-£tl~the~-aooptioft-mtlst-oeetl~-±ft-the-state 

20 whe~e-the-aooptiftg-pa~eftts-~es±oe-±n-aeeo~oaftee-with-the 

21 aooptioft-iaws-o£-that-state. 
22 3.--A-lieeftseo-ehilo-plaeiftg-ageftey-as-oe£±fteo-ift-seet±on 

23 z36•z7-a-pe~Soft-making-an-±ftoepeftoeftt-piaeemeftt-as-oe£±fteo-ift 

24 seetioft-699A•z7-o~-aft-±ft~estigato~-may-p~o~±oe-fteeessa~y 

25 assistanee-to-an-el±g±ble-e±tizeft-o£-!owa-who-oesi~es-to,-ift 

26 aeeo~oanee-w±th-the-±mm±g~at±on-laws-o£-the-8ft±ted-States, 

27 make-an-±nte~nat±oftal-aooption. 

28 Sec. 2. PENDING ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS-- APPLICABILITY. 

29 This Act applies to adoption proceedings pending in this state 

30 on the effective date of this Act. 

31 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

32 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

33 EXPLANATION 

34 This bill relates to foreign and international adoptions. 

35 The bill replaces the current provisions relating to foreign 
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1 and international adoptions, including the requirement that if 

2 an adoption occurred in the minor person's country of origin, 

3 an additional adoption must occur in the state in which the 

4 adopting parents reside and under the laws of that state, and 

5 instead provides that a decree establishing a parent-child 

6 relationship by adoption which is issued pursuant to due 

7 process of law by a juvenile court or court of any 

8 jurisdiction in the United States or in the minor person's 

9 country of origin is recognized in this state. The provisions 

10 of the bill apply to adoption proceedings pending in Iowa on 

11 the effective date of the bill. The bill takes effect upon 
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