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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the movement of mobile homes over the highways 

of this state. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hun-

2 dred fifty-seven (321.457), Code 1962, subsection four (4), is 

3 amended by striking all of lines one (1) to nine (9), inclusive, 

4 and the word "that" in line ten (10). 

1 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point four hundred 

2 sixty-seven (321.467), Code 1962, is amended by striking from 

3 lines twenty-three (23) and twenty-four (24) the words ", not 

4 including mobile homes or house trailers,". 

5 Further amend said section by striking from lines twenty-nine 

6 (29), thirty (30) and thirty-one (31) the words ", except on any 

7 part of the completed interstate highway system,". 

8 Further amend said section by striking from lines thirty-eight 

9 (38) to sixty (60), inclusive, all beginning with the words 

10 "Provided further" and ending with the following "enumerated in 

11 section 541.85.", and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

12 "Permits for over dimension mobile homes may be granted as 

13 hereinafter provided. 

14 1. 'Mobile home' shall include 'house trailer' and 'travel 

15 trailer' and shall mean any vehicle used or so constructed as 

16 to permit its being used as a conveyance upon the public streets 
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17 or highways. and duly licensable as such, and .hall include 

18 nonself.propelled vehicles so designed, eonst,ructed, reconstructed, 

19 or added to by means of an enclosed addition or room in such 

20 manner as will permit the occupancy thereof primarily as a dwell· 

21 ing or sleeping place for one or more persons and having no 

22 ~rmanent foundation and supported by wheels. jaeks or similar 

23 supports. 

24 2. 'Mobile home owner' means any person who has the unencum· 

25 bered or encumbered legal title to a mobile home and any person 

26 who is purchasing a mobile home under a contract and who has not 

27 yet acquired legal title. 

28 3. It shall be unlawful for any ~rson to operate on the 

29 highway of this state a towing vehicle to which is attached a 

30 mobile home having a length in excess of tifty feet, a combined 

31 length of towing vehicle and mobile home in excess of sixty feet, 

32 a body width of over one hundred inches, or a height of over 

33 thirteen feet, six inches, except as otherwise provided. 

34 4. The state highway department with respect to highways 

35 under their jurisdiction for the maintenance thereof. upon good 

36 cause being shown therefor. may issue single trip ~rmits to ap-

37 plicants for movement of mobile homes exceeding dimensions pre-

38 scribed in subsection three (3) hereof. each single trip permit 

39 t<l be limited to the particular movement of the mobile home for 

40 which such permit is issued; and further may issue annual state· 

41 wide or through state permits to mobile home manufacturers. 

42 dealers or to operators of towing vehicles for transport com· 

43 panies, for movement of an unlimited number of mobile homes, ex· 

44 ceeding dimensions prescribed in subsection three (3) hereof. 

45 l'vlovement of mobile homes in the interest of merchandising or for 
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46 relocation of residence shall be considered movement for good 

47 cause. 

48 5. Local authorities may issue permits in same manner as 

49 the state highway department "'-ith respect to highways under their 

50 jurisdiction for maintenanc~ thereof. 

51 6. Permits for movement of mobile homes in excess of width 

52 provided in subsection three (3) hereof shall be issued subject 

53 to the following further conditions: 

54 a. No annual permits shall be i.9sued for movement of mobile 

55 homes having overall dimensions in excess of one hundred twenty-

56 nine inches in width, of thirteen feet six inches. in height or 

57 where the combination of towing vehicle and mobile home exceeds 

58 eighty feet in length. 

59 b.:\o permits shall- be issued for mobile homes having an 

60 overall width in excess of one hundred forty-nine inches. 

61 c. Wide load sign, front and back shall be carried. 

62 d. Red flags on four outside corners of combination shall be 

63 installed. 

64 e. A reduction of fifty percent from posted speed limit.~ as 

65 allowed semitrailer and truck combinations shall be effective as 

66 follows on narrow highways. 

67 (1) For movement of tenwides on pa "ement narrower than 

68 twenty feet. 

69 (2) For movement of twelvewides on pavement narrower than 

70 twenty-two feet. 

71 providing, however, that the driver may have accompaniment of an 

72 advance escort in which case he may travel upon highways as de-

73 scribed in (1) and (2) at speeds twenty percent lower than posted 

74 truck-semitrailer speeds. 
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75 (3) In event of rear traffic accumulation of more than five 

76 vehicles the driver shall yield right of way temporarily to pet·-

77 mit rear accumulated traffic to pass. 

78 f. One and one-half ton or greater truck with dual wheels 

79 shall be used as towing vehicle. on annual permits. 

80 g. Movement shall be permitted Monday through Friday, day-

81 light hours only. The following holidays are excepted. :-':ew 

82 Years day. Memorial day. Independence day. Labor daY, Thanks-

83 giving day and Christmas. 

84 h. A permit issuance charge shall be made for annual permits 

85 issued for firms in amount of fifteen (15.00) dollars plus three 

86 (3.00) dOllars for each permit as issued to towing \'ehicJe. 

87 Permits are not transferable to another towing vehicle. All tow-

88 iog "ehicles operating on over-width permit must meet interstate 

89 commerce commission regUlations. 

90 i. Single trip permits may be issued in writing. via person, 

91 mail service or via a twenty word or les8 telegram, and further, 

92 may be issued without confirmation of owner. 

93 j. Posting of a performance bond shall be made for negligent 

94 or habitual \·iolators. Any Opel'ator of a towing "ehicle for a 

95 transport company, or any dealer. manufacturer or other permit 

96 holder. after conviction of third offense in one year may be re-

97 quired to posta performance bond in amount offtve hundred (500.00) 

98 dollars subject to forfeiture upon further \·iolation. Such per-

99 son to be released of bond if no further conviction of violation 

100 occurs in a one-year period. 

101 k. The state highway department and local authorities with 

102 respect to highways under their jurisdiction shall have authority 

103 to establish reasonable Derma TAauloHo»'L in the interest at pub-

104 lic safety, consistent with the provisions of this statute, and 

105 shall have authority to revoke any permit when the holder thereof 

106 violates any of the provisions of this Act, the state motor ve-

07 hicle laws. or regulations established the h .. 
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