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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend, revise, and codify the statutes relating to 

juvenile court structure and dependent, neglected, and 
delinquent children. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

This is a Companion Bill; for complete text see Senate File 321. 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 428 

The proposed bill deletes chapter 231, "Juvenile Court," and chapter 232, "Care of 
Neglected, Dependent and Delinquent Children," Code of Iowa (1962), and adopts a 
new juvenile court act to replace the two chapters. Principal features of the bill are: 

L Establishes a juvenile division in each district court in the state and places pri
mary responsibility for administration of the juvenile court in each judicial district 
with a single judge. The bill does not relieve the other judges of the district of hearing 
juvenile cases and does not deprive the juvenile judge of the district of hearing other 
judicial matters. 

2. Provides for mandatory probation services in each county and for standards of 
qualifications in employing probation officers. 

3. Gives juvenile court exclusive rather than concurrent jurisdiction (with district 
court) of children for all public offenses other than traffic and any other offenses spe
cifically exempted by Iowa statute. 

4. Places jurisdiction for commitment of mentally ill or retarded minors and adoption 
proceedings of children in the juvenile court. 

5. Establishes venue and procedure for hearing and notice in juvenile matters. 
6. Provides for how and under what circumstances a juvenile may be taken into 

custody and held. 
7. Authorizes counties to join together in building and maintaining juvenile homes 

for the purpose of providing detention and shelter care services. State funds could be 
provided for assisting cour.ties in providing juvenile homes. 

8. Provides procedure for termination of parental rights by the courts. 
9. Prohibits criminal prosecution of any child under 16 years of age and provides 

that taking into custody of any child does not constitute an arrest. 
10. Provides for payment of care and treatment of children. 
11. Outlines policies for maintaining confidentiality of records in juvenile matters. 


