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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the election and appointment of members of the
gtate board of public instruction.

“ ‘?@ Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section two hundred fifty-seven point three
(257.3), Code 1962, is hereby amended as follows:

1. By striking from line ten (10) the word “eight” and
inserting in lieu thereof the word “seven (7)”.

2. By striking from line twelve (12) the number “1953” and

inserting in lieu thereof the number “1963”.

and inserting in lieu thereof the words “Two members”.
Sec. 2. Section two hundred fifty-seven point four (257.4),
Code 1962, is hereby amended by striking from line seven (7)

following the word “of” the word “the” and inserting in lieu
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7 3. By striking from line fourteen (14) the words “One member”
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thereof the word “a”.

Sec. 3. Section two hundred fifty-seven point five (257.5),
Code 1962, is hereby amended as follows:

1. By striking all of subsection one (1) of such section and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

“1. In each county of the state board of public instruction
district where an election is to be held for a member of the

state board, the county board of education or the board of educa-




H. F. 388 —_—o

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

tion of the district which includes the county seat in the event
that the county board of education no longer exists, shall call

a caucus of the members of school boards of the county which
maintain fou_r ye_;é,rj high schools. The purpose of this caucus vshal'l
be to elect delegates and alternates to represent the county at

the district convention which will be held for the purpose of
nominating two (2) candidates for the state board of public in-
struction. The following conditions shall apply to the election

of delegates and alternates from the county:

“a. The county board -of education shall elect one (1) member
from among its membership as a delegate to the district conven-
tion.

“b. The boards of all school districts in the county current-
ly operating four year high schools and which on the fifteenth
day of September of the previous year each had a combined elemen-
tary and high school enrollment of fewer than one thousand

(1,000) pupils shall collectively elect a total of two (2) dele-

-gates to the district convention provided that the number of

delegates so elected from each county shall not exceed the number
of such school districts in such county.

“c. The school board in each school district currently main-
taining a four year high school and which on the fifteenth day of
September of the previous school year had a combined elementary
and high school enrollment of one thousand (1,000) or more pupils
shall elect delegates to the district convention on the basis of
the following allocation:

1,000- 2,999 pupils one (1) delegate
3,000- 4,999 pupils... two (2) delegates

5,000- 6,999 pupils three (3) delegates
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7,000- 9,999 pupils four (4) delegates
10,000-24,999 pupils five (5) delegates
25,000 or more pupils six (6) delegates

“d. If for any reason the county board of education has
ceased to exist, the delegate allotted to that board as provided
in paragraph a of this section shall be chosen as a delegate at
large by a vote of those school boards of all the school dis-
tricts maintaining high schools in the county. The delegate
shall be in addition to those delegates allotted as provided in
paragraphs b and ¢ of this section.

“The county superintendent or in the event that such officer
is unable to serve, the superintendent of the school district
which includes the county seat shall serve as temporary chairman
of the caucus. The temporary chairman shall immediately call for
the election of a permanent chairman who shall be a member of one
of the boards of education duly eligible to participate in the
caucus. Upon election of a permanent chairman, the temporary
chairman shall become secretary of the caucus.

“The caucus shall provide time for the various boards or
groups of boards to meet for the purpose of electing their re-
spective delegates and alternates to the district convention.

Such delegates and alternates may be chosen from the membership
of the respective boards or from residents of the respective
delegate district or districts. In order to preserve the lay
character of the district convention, no person, the majority of
whose time is engaged in professional education or who derives a
major portion of his income from any business or activity con-

nected with education, shall be qualified to serve as a delegate.

“Board members assembled at the caucus shall determine if
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there is a person residing within the county or congressional
district who the caucus desires to nominate for the position of
member of the state board of public instruction to represent such
congressional district. In the event that agreement is reached
on an individual to represent the congressional district on the
state board of public instruction and providing the individual
agrees to serve, the caucus may elect or appoint an appropriate
representative committee to solicit the candidacy of such an
individual.

“The caucus shall be held on the second Monday in July of odd
numbered years when necessary to elect members to the state board
for unexpired terms where vacancies have been filled by appoint-
ment or when necessary to choose successors for members whose
terms will expire the following January. The names of those
chosen as delegates and alternates ghall be certified to the
secretary of state by the secretary of the caucus within ten (10)
days after the caucus.”

2. By inserting in subsection two (2) of such section in line
ten (10) after the word “as” the word “temporary”.

3. By inserting in subsection two (2) of such section in line
eleven (11) after the word “convention.” the following sentence:
“TIn the event the county superintendent is unable to act, the

secretary of state shall designate the superintendent of the
school district in which the convention is being held to act as
temporary chairman.”

4. By striking from subsection two (2) of such section all

after the period in line twenty (20) and inserting in lieu there-

“of the following:

“At the designated time and place, the temporary chairman so .
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appointed shall convene the meeting and cause a permanent chair-
man to be elected. Upon election of a permanent chairman, the
temporary chairman shall become secretary of the convention. The
convention shall then proceed to the nomination of not more than
two (2) candidates known to be interested in education and will-
ing to serve as members of the state board from that district.

A quorum shall constitute sixty percent of those eligible to
attend. The nominations shall be from the floor and voting by
ballot. The secretary of the convention shall certify to the
secretary of state the names of the candidates nominated. The
secretary of state shall immediately send the names so certified
to the secretary of every county board of education and to the
gecretary of every community, consolidated, and independent
school district within the respective congressional district and
specify that the names shall be placed on a special ballot at the
regular school election to be held on the second Monday of
September of that year. The results of the elections of each
community, consolidated, and independent school district shall be
certified within ten (10) days of said election to the secretary
of state. The secretary of state shall tabulate the results of
said elections and shall determine the persons elected in each
congressional district in which an election has been held. The
secretary of state shall issue certificates of election as pre-
seribed in the statutes to successful candidates for election to
the state board.”

5. By adding the following subsection to such section:

“All members of the board of public instruction presently

serving at the time this law takes effect shall continue to serve

until the expiration of their respective terms. Elections of
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board members shall take place as termination of present board
terms expire except that the successor to the member of the board
of public instruction in the present third congressional district
whose term expires in 1964 shall then and thereafter be appointed
by the governor.”

Sec. 4. Section two hundred fifty-seven point ten (257.10),
Code 1962, is hereby amended by adding to subsection four (4)
the following:

“In order to implement the intent of this subsection, the
board shall call and constitute a meeting of the board in each
congressional district in that year a member of the board is to
be elected from said district. The meeting shall be called by
the superintendent of public instruction at such time and place
as seems most advantageous, but not later than the fourth Monday
in August, in order to facilitate public understanding and
acquaintance with board activities and candidacies of future
board members, as same affects patrons of that congressional
district.

“An invitation to attend the meeting shall be extended by the
board to all school board members of the district wherein the
meeting is to be held and to the public. The state superinten-
dent, the board member representing that congressional district,
the respective county and school district superintendents, and
the respective local board presidents shall attend said meeting
unless prevented by disability, in order to answer questions and
receive suggestions concerning the educational goals and methods

as such goals and methods apply to the state in general and as

such goals and methods apply specifically to that congressional

district.
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EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 388

This bill makes desirable changes in the composition of the state board of public
instruction and in the election of members of that board in the following ways:

1. Reduces the number of elected members from eight to seven to conform with the
present number of congressional districts, but retains the total number of nine mem-
bers on the board by making two members appointive by the governor.

2. Provides for bringing the selection of the elected members closer to the people by
placing the names of two nominees on the ballot at the regular school elections.

3. Provides for a county caucus at which delegates to the district convention would
be chosen and the names of eligible people suggested as nominees for board members
representing the congressional district.

4. Allocates delegates to district convention on the basis of number of pupils en-
rolled rather than size of cities in local districts.

5. Reduces the influence of the county board of education by allocating one delegate
rather than two to that body.

6. Insures lay leadership in county caucuses and district conventions by having coun-
ty superintendents or superintendents of county seat school systems serve only as
temporary chairmen until permanent chairmen are named from board members pres-
ent.

7. Provides orderly transition from eight elective members to seven by discontinuing
the position of the members of the state board of public instruction who will be the
{)irst to retire in the only present congressional district now represented by two mem-

ers.

8. Provides for state board meeting in each congressional district in the year of the
board member election from that district.




