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A BILL FOR

An Act to protect the right of citizens to examine public
records and make copies thereof.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Wherever used in this Act, the term “public
records” includes all records and documents of or belonging
to this state or any county, city, town, school corporation,
political subdivision, or public body in this state, or
any branch, department, board, bureau, commission, or
council of any of the foregoing.

Sec. 2. Every citizen of Iowa shall have the right to
examine all public records and to make extracts therefrom

or copies thereof, unless some other provision of the

to be kept secret or confidential.

Sec. 3. The right to make extracts from or make copies
of records shall include the right to make photographs or
photographic copies thereof while the records are in the
possession of the lawful custodian thereof. Such work
shall be done under the supervision of the lawful custodian
of the records, who shall have the right to adopt and enforce .
reasonable rules and regulations governing such work. The

lawful custodian of the records shall provide a suitable
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place for such work, but if it is impossible or impracticable .
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11 . person des1r1ng to make such photographs or coples shall
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to do such Work in the ofﬁce of the lanul custodlan the
£

pay any necessary expenses of providing a place fOY'SUCh
work. All expenses. of such Work shall be pald by the
person desiring to make such photographs or ‘copies.
The lawful custodisn may’ charge a reaSOnable feé for
the services of the lawful custod1an or h1s authorlzed
deputy 'ihbsupérv‘ising the records durmg such Work,‘ and
in event of aily disagreement: 611'the amount of the fee
the district court shall determine such fee upon applica- °
tion of.any interested party.. All rights under this- -
section are in addition to the right to obtain certified
copies of records under section six hundred twenty-two-.
point forty-six (622.46), of the Code.

Sec. 4. The rights of citizens under this'Act may be.
exercised at any time during the customary office hours
of the lawful custodian of the records. However, if

the lawful custodian does not have customary office hours-

of at least thirty (30) hours per. week, such right may be . .-

exercised at any time from nine o’clock (9:00) a.m. to
noon and from one o’clock (1:00) p.m. to four o’clock
(4:00) p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding legal -
holidays, unless the citizens exercising such right and

the lawful custodian shall agree on a different time..-~~ . -

Sec. 5. All rights: of citizens under this Aet may be

enforced by mandamus, whether or not -any other remedy is- -

also available.. = .0 o a0
Sec.. 6.. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly

to deny or refuse to any citizen of Iowa any right under
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this Act, or to cause any such right to be denied or refused,
or to attempt to do any of the foregoing. Any person
violating this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and

upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more

than five hundred ‘dollars> ($500.00) or imprisonment in

the county jail not more than thirty (80) days or by
both such fine and imprisonment.

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 379

This bill will protect the right of the people to examine public records. This right is
generally accepted, but occasionally some public official tries to keep his records secret.
This bill will make it clear that public records are public.

There is an exception for records which are expressly required by law to be kept
secret or confidential (for example, grand jury proceedings and certain welfare rec-
ords).

There is a growing tendency for publie officials to find excuses to hide their records
from the people. This bill will require all public officials in Iowa to keep their records
open to public inspection, unless they can convince the legislature that secrecy is neces-
sary.

Thirty-five states have already adopted similar laws. :

The American system of government depends on informed citizens. To protect all
our freedoms, the people must have the freedom to know.




