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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the valuation of property for tax 

purposes, the powers of the local conference board in 
relation thereto, and the levy of a tax to establish a 
special appraisers' fund. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred forty-one point fifty 

2 (441.50), Code 1962, is hereby amended by striking all of said 

3 section after the word "to" in line two (2) and substituting in 

4 lieu thereof the following: 

5 "contract with and engage a professional or commercial 

6 appraisal firm or company to value or revalue property, both real 

7 and personal, in any year, for the improvement of equalization of 

8 the valuation of such property for tax purposes. Only such 

9 appraisal firm or company which shall have first registered with 

10 and been approved by the state tax commission shall be awarded 

11 such a contract. The conference board shall have the power to 

12 employ other appraisers, other technical help, or other qualified 

13 persons to work with and assist the assessor in valuing or revalu-

14 ing property under a revaluation program, provided that such other 

15 personnel shall have within one year prior to their employment 

16 taken a written examination on appraisal procedure to be given by 

17 the state tax comimssion, and achieved a grade of not less than 

18 seventy (70) percent thereon, and the commission shall within ten 

19 (10) days after such examination certify to the chairman of the 
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20 conference board the results of such examination and shall keep a 

21 record of those persons achi~ving a passing grade. The conference 

22 board may certify for levy annually an amount not to exceed one 

23 and one-half (1112) mills upon all taxable property within the 

24 jurisdiction of the assessor and conference board for the purpose 

25 of establishing a special appraisers' fund to be used only for 

26 the reassessment or revaluation of property. From time to time 

27 the conference board with the approval of the state tax commission 

28 may direct the transfer of any unexpected balance in said special 

29 appraisers' fund to the assessment expense fund. The county 

30 auditor shall keep a record of said funds and shall issue warrants 

31 thereon only on requisition of the assessor, in the same manner 

32 as provided in section four hundred forty-one point sixteen 

33 (441.16) of the Code." 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 326 

Section 428.4 of the Code provides that real estate shall be listed and valued every 
four years, and personal property shall be listed and assessed each year on January 1. 
In revaluing real estate, in particular, the county or city assessor, as the case may be, 
with the approval of his conference board, generally either has the services and as
sistance of a professional appraisal company or engages the services of individuals 
who are experienced appraisers or technical experts on valuations or who may be other
wise qualified to engage in the technical work of valuing or revaluing real and per
sonal property. An official opinion dated November 2, 1962, contained the ruling that 
under the present provisions of section 441.50 of the Code the special appraisers' fund 
can be used only for the employment and compensation of professional and expert 
appraisers, and cannot be used for employment and compensation of local appraisers 
under the assessor's direction. This bill would permit an assessor to have the assistance 
of qualified individuals in carrying out a revaluation program and would authorize 
compensating them from the special appraiser's fund. Some Iowa assessors now have 
a balance in their special appraiser's fund, but under said ruling cannot pay anyone 
therefrom excepting a professional firm or company. 


