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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to election of members of the state board 

of public instruction. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred fifty-seven point one 

2 (257.1), Code 1962, is hereby amended by striking from line 

3 five (5) the word "nine" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

4 word "seven". 

1 Sec. 2. Section two hundred fifty-seven point two (257.2), 

2 Code 1962, is hereby amended by inserting in line three (3) 

3 of such section after the word "state" the words "and of the 

4 congressional district from which they are elected". 

1 Sec. 3. Section two hundred fifty-seven point three (257.3), 

2 Code 1962, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu 

3 thereof: 

4 "The state is hereby divided into state board of public 

5 instruction districts, the boundaries of which shall be 

6 conterminous with the seven congressional districts as they 

7 existed on January 1, 1963, and there shall be one member of 

8 the board elected from each such district. The public 

9 instruction districts shall be numbered from one (1) through 

10 seven (7) and their numbers shall be the same as the numbers 

11 of the seven (7) congressional districts as they existed on 

12 January 1, 1963. There shall be one member of the state board 



H. F. 314 -2-

13 .. elected from each such district, except that all state board 

14 members elected or appointed prior to January 1, 1963, shall 

15 serve until the term for which they were elected or appointed 

16 has expired and their successors have been elected and have 

17 qualified. At the general election in 1964 a member of the 

18 board shall be elected for a two-year term in each of the 

19 congressional districts numbered one and three. In districts 

20 numbered two, five and seven, one member in each shall be 

21 elected for a four-year term. In districts numbered four and 

22 six a member in each shall be elected for a six-year term. 

23 Thereafter successors shall be elected for six-year terms. 

24 No member who is elected for a six-year term shall be permitted 

25 to serve more than two successive terms. 

26 "At the first meeting of the board, after January 1, each 

27 odd-numbered year, the board shall elect a president and vice-

28 president who shall serve for two years." 

1 Sec. 4. Section two hundred fifty-seven point four (257.4), 

2 Code 1962, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in 

3 lieu thereof: 

4 "The members of the state board shall qualify by taking the 

5 regular oath of office as prescribed by law for state officers. 

6 Any vacancies on the board shall be filled by the remaining 

7 members of the board for the unexpired portion of the term from 

8 the same public instruction district where the vacancy occurred." 

1 Sec. 5. Section two hundred fifty-seven point five (257.5), 

2 Code 1962, is hereby repealed. 

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 314 

This bill would reduce the number of members on the state board of public instruc
tion from nine to seven and have them elected in the general election by lay people 
instead of through the educational system. 



This bill, if enacted into law, will give the people of Iowa a greater interest and 
share in the conduct of our State Board of Education. The criticism of this bill might 

__ be that the election of the board is being put into politics. The average citizen has no 
say as to who the delegates are that choose our state board members and consequently 
the people we hire as our school administrators are the ones that choose the state board 
members. This bill will make it possible for candidates to run for office in the primary 
election on their respective tickets, and then the member will be chosen to serve on the 
board in the general fall election. Politics are with us and will continue to be with us 
and the choice of a member of our state board should have the clear light of day shine 
on his qualifications to serve on the State Board of Education. 


