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A BILL FOR 
An Act to prescribe the requirements of personal surety bonds 

filed in any action or proceeding in court, in connection 
with which bonds, real property is offered as security. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. This act shall apply to any bond in an amount 

2 of more than one thousand dollars whereon individuals are 

3 offered as sureties given or furnished in or in connection with 

4 any civil or special action or proceeding in any court, in connection 

5 with which bond, real property is offered as security. 

1 Sec. 2. Before any such bond shall be approved, there 

2 shall be attached thereto and as a part of such bond a statement 

3 under oath, in duplicate, by the surety that he is the sole 

4 owner of the property offered by him as security and containing 

5 the following additional information: 

6 (a) The full name and address of the surety. 

7 (b) That he is a resident of this state. 

8 (c) An adequate description of the real estate within 

9 this state offered as security which identifies it sufficiently 

10 to clearly establish the lien of the bond thereon. 
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11 (d) A statement of the total amount of the liens, unpaid 

12 taxes and other encumbrances against each property offered. 

13 (e) A statement as to the assessed value of each property 

14 offered, its estimated market value and the estimated value of 

15 the equity over and above all encumbrances, liens and unpaid taxes. 

16 (f) That the equity of the real property is equal to twice 

17 the penalty of the bond. 

1 Sec. 3. Upon the approval of such bond and before the 

2 issuance of any authority to any fiduciary to act as such if the 

3 principal be a fiduciary, or, if not, before the principal shall 

4 take any official act or proceeding, there shall be recorded by 

5 the principal on such bond in the office of the clerk of the 

6 district court of each county in which may be located any real 

7 property or properties as set forth in the sworn statement of 

8 the personal surety, in a suitable book to be provied for that 

9 purpose and known as the "Individual Surety Bond Liens Docket", 

10 the names of the sureties listed in alphabetical order, the amounts 

11 of the bonds, a brief description of the real property or 

12 properties offered as security under the bonds, the dates of such 

13 recordings, the titles of the actions, proceedings or estates 

14 and the courts in which the papers are filed. The original bond 

15 or undertaking and financial statement shall be duly filed and 

16 become a part of the record of the cause under which they are 

17 given; and the duplicate original financial statement shall be 

18 filed and become a part of the records of the office of the clerk 

19 of the district court of the county in which such real estate or 
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20 properties are located. If such real property or properties are 

21 located in more than one county, a financial statement shall be 

22 filed in each county. 

1 Sec. 4. The bond shall be a lien on any real property 

2 set forth and described in the sworn statement in favor of the 

3 person or persons to whom such bond is given, from the time the 

4 sworn statement is filed in the office of the clerk of the district 

5 court of the county in which the property offered as security under 

6 the bond is located until the surety shall be discharged. 

1 Sec. 5. The said lien shall be canceled of record by 

2 such clerk of the district court upon filing with him a certified 

3 copy of the order duly discharging the surety or, if a certificate 

4 of discharge is not issuable by any court or officer, when an 

5 affidavit of the surety, stating that such lien has been dis-

6 charged and the circumstances under which discharge occurred, is 

7 filed with such clerk of the district court, and the stamping by 

8 such clerk of the district court of the word "Canceled" or 

9 "Discharged" upon the aforementioned record shall for all purposes 

10 and as to all persons constitute a complete cancellation of such 

11 lien. 

1 Sec. 6. The clerk of the district court shall be entitled 

2 to the same fee for each statement filed for recording under 

3 this section and for each endorsement of cancellation or discharge 

4 upon any such record as for taking and approving a bond and 

5 sureties thereon. 
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