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A BILL FOR 
An Act to provide for employment of persons committed to a county 

or city jail and to provide for the support of their 
dependents from their earnings. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section L Any person sentenced to the county jail is 

2 committed to hard labor unless the court specifies otherwise. 

3 The court may order any part of the imprisonment to be in 

4 ordinary confinement or may order hospitalization for needed 

5 treatment. 

1 Sec. 2. If the convicted person has been regularly 

2 employed, the sheriff shall, if order by the court, arrange for 

3 a continuation of said work insofar as possible without 

4 interruption. Any prisoner so employed shall be paid a fair and 

5 reasonable wage for such work and shall work at fair and 

6 reasonable employment and hours per day and per week. 

1 Sec. 3. Whenever the prisoner is not employed, and between 

2 the hours or period of employment, he shall be confined in jail. 

1 Sec. 4. The earnings of the prisoner shall be collected 

2 by the sheriff. From such earnings the sheriff shall, to the 
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3 extent directed by the court, pay the prisoner's personal expenses 

4 and support of his dependents in an amount set by the court. 

5 Any balance shall be retained until his discharge, whereupon 

6 one-half m) of such balance shall be paid to him or his 

7 dependents as the court may direct, and the remainder paid 

8 into the county treasury for the use of the county. 

1 Sec. 5. If approved by the committing court, the prisoner 

2 obtains a diminution of one-fourth (^4) of his term for good 

3 behavior. 

1 Sec. 6. In case of the violation of the conditions laid 

2 down for his conduct, custody and employment, he shall be committed 

3 and serve the balance of his sentence in actual confinement. 

1 Sec. 7. The court may by order authorize the sheriff to 

2 whom the prisoner is committed to arrange with another sheriff 

3 for the employment of the prisoner in the other's county, and 

4 while so employed to be in the other's custody, but in other 

5 respects to be and continue subject to the committment. 

1 Sec. 8. In this chapter "county jail' includes "city 

2 jail" and "sheriff" includes the person in charge thereof. 

EXPLANATION OF H. F . 568 

The above Act is designed to provide corrective training for persons who are guilty 
of less serious crimes, without undue hardship to their family, their employer or the 
public funds. 

EXAMPLE: A man with a large family and employed is guilty of child desertion, 
driving while intoxicated or some other crime where he could or should be punished in a 
county jail. 

If his sentence is not suspended, he will lose his job, the employer wants his sentence 
suspended because it will cost to replace him, while he is in jail, relief funds must sup
port his family, when he gets out of jail, it will be harder for him to get similar employ
ment. 

After looking over this situation, the court suspends the sentence. Then the defendant 
has less respect for the law and is even encouraged to commit the same offense again. 

Under the proposed law the following things would be accomplished: 
1. The accused would have been sentenced to serve a period in the county jail and his 

sentence would not have been suspended. 
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2. The prisoner would be confined except during the period when he was at work. 
3. The prisoner's job would then be salvaged. 
4. The prisoner's employer would not be inconvenienced, nor would he be pleading for 

leniency of the accused. 
5. The prisoner's family supported on his own wages instead of relief fund. 
6. The prisoner would receive enough inconvenience to discourage further acts of a 

similar nature. 
7. The prisoner would have a job the first day after his release. 
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