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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 

1950, by inserting therein certain new sections relating 
to motor vehicle registration plates. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 

2 1950, is amended by inserting therein the following new sections: 

3 1. "Owners of motor vehicles who are residents of the 

4 state of Iowa, and who hold an unrevoked and unexpired official 

5 amateur radio station license issued by the federal communications 

6 commission, upon application accompanied by proof of ownership 

7 of such amateur radio station license, complying with state 

8 motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of 

9 motor vehicles, and upon payment of an additional fee of one 

10 dollar ($1.00) shall be issued a license plate, as prescribed 

11 by law for passenger cars, upon which, in lieu of the numbers 

12 as prescribed by section three hundred twenty-one point thirty-five 

13 (321.35), shall be inscribed the official amateur call letters 

14 of such applicant as assigned by the federal communications 

15 commission. 



— 2 — 

16 2. "The department shall make such rules and regulations 

17 as necessary to ascertain compliance with all state license 

18 laws relating to use and operation of a private passenger car 

19 before issuing these tags in lieu of the regular Iowa license 

20 plate, and all applications for such tags shall be made to the 

21 department. 

22 3. "The department shall, on or before the first day of 

23 April of each year, furnish to the sheriff of each county in 

24 the state of Iowa an alphabetically arranged list of names, 

25 addresses and license tag letters of each person to whom a 

26 license tag is issued under the provisions of this Act, and it 

27 shall be the duty of the sheriffs of the state to maintain and 

28 keep current such lists for public information and inquiry. 

29 4. "This Act is supplementive to the motor vehicle licensing 

30 laws of the state of Iowa and nothing herein shall be construed 

31 as abridging or amending such laws.". 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 290 

The purpose of this bill is to provide distinctive automobile licenses for amateur radio 
operators. The amateur radio operator has many times proven his worth in time of 
disaster and public danger. He has been directly instrumental in dissemination of 
information in saving life and property when regular communication facilities were 
disrupted. Also in locating travelers, warning of impeding storms the amateur radio 
operator has been of invaluable service to mankind. 

It is felt that a distinctive automobile license tag would prove of great, aid, especially 
in this time of national emergency, to the highway patrol, Red Cross and other peace 
officers and officials in locating amateur radio operators in time of public or private 
need. 
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