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A BILL FOR 
An Act to create an Iowa legislative council and to define its 

powers and duties and to make an appropriation therefor. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Council created. There is hereby created a 

2 standing committee of the General Assembly to be known as the 

3 Iowa Legislative Council which shall be composed of twenty-four 

4 members appointed at each regular session of the general 

5 assembly. 

1 Sec. 2. Members appointed. Twelve of said members shall 

2 be-members of the senate appointed by the president of the 

3 senate. Twelve of said members shall be members of the 

4 house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house 

5 of representatives. Any vacancy occurring in the membership 

6 of said council while the general assembly is not in session 

7 shall be filled by the presiding officer of the house in the 

8 event the vacancy occurs in the membership of said council 

9 from the house, and by the president of the senate in the event 

10 the vacancy occurs in the membership of said council from the 
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11 senate. 

1 Sec. 3. Organization. The council shall organize by 

2 electing a chairman and secretary from its own membership and 

3 shall have power to adopt its own rules of procedure. 

1 Sec. 4. Meetings. The council shall meeUat least four 

2 times per year and may meet at such other times as may be 

3 ordered by resolution or upon call of the chairman. The council 

4 shall meet at the seat of government and suitable office space 

5 and necessary supplies and equipment shall be furnished to the 

6 council by the executive council. 

1 Sec. 5. Authority of council. The authority granted by 

2 law to the council shall continue during the period the 

3 legislature is in session, and after the adjournment of the 

4 legislature until the succeeding legislature shall convene and 

5 organize and the council has submitted its reports and proposed 

6 legislation and new members have been appointed. 

1 Sec. 6. Expenses. For meetings of the council, or a 

2 subcommittee thereof, other than those held while the legislature 

3 is in session, each member shall receive his necessary and 

4 actual expenses incurred in connection with attending such 

5 meetings. 

1 Sec. 7. Powers and duties. The Iowa legislative council 

2 shall have the following powers and duties: 

3 1. Special studies. To make special studies of such 

4 subjects as the legislature or any member thereof shall submit. 

5 2. Statutory revision. To examine currently existing 
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6 statutes and recommend revisions thereof. 

7 3. Investigations. To investigate any emergency relating 

8 to the affairs of the state, when in the opinion of the majority 

9 of the members of the council the happening of such emergency 

10 indicates a possible need for new or revised legislation. 

11 4. Reports. To report to the General Assembly the results 

12 of all studies, examinations, and investigations, together with 

13 the recommendations of the council and drafts of proposed 

14 legislation to carry out such recommendations. 

15 5. Scope of activity. The council shall make no study, 

16 examination, or investigation of any matter which is concurrently 

17 being studied, examined or investigated by any standing or 

18 special study committee of the legislature, except at request 

19 of such committee. 

20 6. Subcommittees. To facilitate the work of the council, 

21 any study, examination, or investigation may be assigned to 

22 a subcommittee composed of not less than four members of the 

23 council. 

24 7. Employees. The council shall have power to hire and 

25 fix the salary of such professional assistants and employees 

26 as it deems necessary. 

1 Sec. 8. Appropriation. There is hereby appropriated out 

2 of any funds in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated 

3 $60,000 to defray all expenses incurred in the carrying out of 

4 the provisions of this act, and the State Comptroller is 

5 hereby authorized and directed to issue warrants for the 
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6 payment of such expenses upon the certification of the chairman 

7 of the council. 

EXPLANATION OF H. F . 79 

The purpose of this bill is to create an Iowa legislative council to carry on special 
studies for proposed laws, statutory revision, and increased governmental efficiency. 
Such councils exist and are carrying on useful work in twenty-two states. The exist
ence of such a council would provide a means whereby information could be gathered 
and bills for new laws or the amendment of existing laws could be prepared in a 
continuous and orderly manner during each interim for consideration at the following 
session of the General Assembly. 
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