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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

To Create a Special Committee to make a study of county government
in Iowa, .embracing the entire structure thereof, to make a
study of changes in the existing statues relating to county
government which may be necessary or advisable, for the

purpose of making recommendations to the governor and to
the general assembly of such revisions as may be necessary

to meet the desired end, prescribing the powers and

authority of such committee and making an appropriation for

its expenses.

WHEREAS, it has become evident that the existing system of
county government has not been revised nor studied for the
purpose of modernization for many years, and

WHEREAS, the postwar period has and will continue to
confront county-governments with unusual problems which are
likely to create an emergency in the functioning of said county
government, and

WHEREAS, it is apparent that the general assembly should
have available for its consideration information and recommendations
based upon a careful study of the county government system of
Iowa, therefore, '

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. That a special committee is hereby created to
be known as the committee on county government, which shall be

composed of fifteen (15) members, five of whom shall be

1
2
3
4 appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from
5 the House of Representatives, five of whom shall be appointed
6

by the President of the Senate from the Senate, and five of
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whom shall be appointed by the governor.

Sec. 2. The committee shall have full power and authority
to investigate, inquire into and examine all matters relating
to county government and in general to inquire into and examine
every matter whatsoever affecting county goven‘lment» in Iowa,
and the administration of laws relating to county government.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the committee to make an
extensive study of the county board of supervisors, the county
auditor, the county board of education, the county clerk, the
county treasurer, the county recorder, of each county and the
statutes relating to or prescribing the duties of all county
officers; and specifically to make definite recommendations
as to changes deemed desirable in the present laws.

Sec. 4. It shall make a survey of the entire county
government system, including methods of financing the costs of
county government and expenditure of county funds, and make
such recommendations relative thereto as may be in the interest
of the public welfare.

Sec. 5. Said committee shall choose a chairman from its
members, adopt rules for conduct of its proceedings, conduct
investigations herein contemplated with the same power and
authority of the legislative committee with legislature in
session, employ a secretary and such other employees as are
necessary for the proper conduct of the business of the committee.
It is empowered to employ such experts’ assistance as may be

deemed necessary for the studies and investigations herein
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authorized including, subject to the approval of the governor,
the employment of recognized survey agencies to assist the
committee in arl:iving at its conclusions. The committee may
hold public hearings, may hear witnesses and examine l:‘)ooks,
documents or papers, public or private pertaining to its
investigations. Witnesses shall be entitled to witness fees

and to actual traveling and hotel expenses while attending
upon the committee, such expenses to be audited and approved

by the committee, but no Iowa public employe shall be entitled

to witness fees, but may be allowed actual and necessary expenses.

The committee shall*have access to all public records and shall
be given the cooperation of all public officials and shall
generally have all the powers of a joint legislative committee
or of a legislative committee. The committee may at any time,
or from time to time, be divided into subcommittees of one or
more members, any of said subcommittees having the power to
hold hearings and conduct investigations in any part of the
state. The committee may also, if deemed necessary, cause
studies to be made of county government and administration in
other states, and may designate, if necessary, subcommittees
for the purpose of studying county government methods in other
states than Iowa; the committee or any member thereof, or the
secretary of the committee, shall have the power to administer
oaths.

Sec. 6. The committee shall have the cooperation of the

attorney general in the performance of its duties and shall be
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3 authorized to call upon any department of the state government

4 inéluding state educational institutions, for assistance in the
5 obtaining of information deemed useful to the committee.
1 Sec. 7. Should any vacancy occur in the committee, the

2 governor is empowered to fill it by appointment, but in case

3 of a vacancy in the legislative membership, he shall make such

4 appointment from the representative body to which such member
of the committee belonged. Members of the committee appointed
by the governor shall receive a compensation of ten dollars
($10.00) per day for days actually engaged in work of the

committee together with actual and necessary expenses incurred

Qo [o0] -3 (=7} )]

by them in the discharge of their duties. Legislative members
10 shall receive their actual and necessary expenses when engaged
11 in the work of the committee. The committee shall have power
12 to fix the compensation of its secretary and other assistants
13 and shall be provided a suitable office for the conduct of its

14 investigation by the state executive council.

1 Sec. 8. The committe shall enter into its duties as soon

as r.nembership has been appointed. It shall make a report
including drafts or proposed bills, to the governor on or before
November 15, 1948 and thereupon the governor shall cause to be
printed the necessary number of copies of said report including
the drafts of proposed bills, and cause copies of same to be mailed
to the elected rhemberé of the Fifty-third General Assembly on or

before December 1, 1948. The expense thereof shall be paid from
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the funds hereinafter provided for. Upon the making of said



[ O S S,
[ TR R SO

0o N o (3 >~ w [ =

—5— S.J.R. 6

report to the governor, the commission shall stand discharged
of its duties hereunder.
The committee shall also be prepared to report to any
special session of the Fifty-second General Assembly which might
be called.
Sec. 9. There is hereby appropriated from any funds of
the state treasury not ot'herwise\ appropriated, the sum of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), or so much thereof as may
be necessary, to carry out the proposals of this Resolution and
for compensation and expenses of such committee and its members
as herein provided, to be paid out of the state treasury on
vouchers to be approved by the chairman or secretary of the

committee and audited according to law.
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