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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend Chapter One Hundred (100), Code, 1946, 

relating to the State Fire Marshal. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Amend Chapter One Hundred (100) Code, 1946, 

2 by adding thereto the following sections: 

3 " 1 . Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter 'hotel' 

4 shall mean any building or structure equipped, used, 

5 advertised as> or held out to the public to be an inn, 

6 hotel, or a public lodging house or place where 

7 sleeping accommodations are furnished persons for hire, 

8 or a multiple dwelling, housing five or more families. 

9 "2. 'Fireproof, as defined shall relate to materials used 

10 in the construction, maintenance and equipment of hotels 

11 that will resist and retard the spread of fire. 

1 Sec. 2. New hotels. Every new hotel constructed of three 

2 or more stories in height shall be provided with a hall on each* 

3 floor above the ground, extending from one outside wall 

4 to another, and such hall shall be equipped at the end with 

5 fire escapes, as provided by law. But in hotels of approved 

6 fireproof construction the provisions with reference to the 
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7 hall extending from one outside wall to another may be modified, 

8 with the approval of the state-fire marshal, when such buildings 

9 are equipped with class A fire escapes. 

1 Sec. 3. Inside courts and light wells. Every hotel, except 

2 those which are of approved fireproof construction, in which the 

3 sleeping apartments have no outside opening except into an inside 

4 court or light well which does not extend to the ground, shall 

5 have such court or light well supplied with a suitable runway, 

6 platform, or balcony, connecting the bottom of the court or light 

7 well with some easy way of egress to the fire escapes. Doors or 

8 windows interposed between said runway, platform, or balcony and 

9 the fire escapes shall not be fastened against exit. 

1 Sec. 4. Construction required in certain cases. If the 

2 roof or covering at the bottom of the court or light well may be 

3 easily destroyed by fire, the runway, platform, or balcony shall 

4 be attached to the walls of the court or light well in the manner 

5 required by the department. 

1 Sec. 5. Exits from ground courts. When a court or light 

2 well extends to the ground it shall be provided with some suitable 

3 means for exit to the outside in case of fire. 

1 Sec. 6. Rope fire escapes. Every hotel of more than one 

2 story, except hotels which are of approved fireproof construction, 

3 in addition to other fire escapes required by law, shall have 

4 in each sleeping apartment a manila rope at least five-eighths of 

5 an inch in diameter and of sufficient length to reach the ground 

6 with knots or loops not more than fifteen inches apart, and the 
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7 same shall have sufficient tensile strength to sustain a weight 

.8 of at least five hundred pounds. Said rope shall be securely 

9 fastened to the building as near an outside window as practicable 

10 and shall not be covered by curtains or other obstructions but 

11 shall be kept coiled in plain sight at all times. In lieu of 

12 such rope some other appliance approved by the department may 

13 be provided. 

1 Sec. 7. Fire escape signs. In every hotel there shall 

2 be posted at the entrance to each hall, elevator shaft, or 

3 stairway, or in each sleeping apartment above the ground floor, 

4 signs printed in black ink on a white back-ground with type not 

5 less than one inch in height stating the directions for reaching 

6 the fire escapes. There shall also be posted in each sleeping 

7 apartment a notice printed in large bold-face type calling 

8 attention and giving directions for the use of the rope fire 

9 escape or other appliance with which the room is equipped. 

1 Sec. 8. Fire extinguishers. Every hotel shall be 

2 provided with at least one efficient chemical fire extinguisher 

3 on each floor for every twenty-five hundred feet of floor space, 

4 placed and maintained in the hallway outside the sleeping 

5 apartments and kept in condition for immediate use. In lieu of 

6 such extinguisher a standpipe may be provided in the hall which 

7 shall not be less than one and one-fourth inches in diameter 

8 with hose always attached of sufficient length and supplied with 

9 the proper pressure of water to reach any and all parts of the 

10 interior of the building. 
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1 Sec. 9. Elevator shafts. Every hotel, except those 

2 of approved fireproof construction^ which is equipped with an 

3 elevator shaft extending below the' level of the first floor 

4 shall have the shaft inclosed, as nearly airtight as 

5 practicable, with iron or steel sheeting, wire glass, or 

6 other fireproof material. In lieu of such construction, the 

7 elevator shaft may be provided with an automatic floor tfap at 

8 the first floor which shall be constructed in the most approved 

9 manner for preventing the spread of fire. 

1 Sec. 10. Report of violation. After each inspection 

2 the department shall report all infringements of the fire 

3 protection laws and regulations to the state fire marshal and 

4 local authorities, who shall take the necessary action to compel 

5 compliance with the same. 

1 Sec. 11. Any person conducting a hotel in violation of 

2 any provision of this chapter may be restrained by injunction from 

3 operating such place of business. No injunction shall issue until 

4 after the defendant has had at least five days' notice of the 

5 application therefor, and the time fixed _f or hearing thereon. 

1 Sec. 12. The county attorney in each county shall assist 

2 in the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. 

1 Sec. 13. General requirements as to hotels. In addition 

2 to the other requirements of this chapter, every hotel shall be 

3 constructed, equipped, operated and maintained in a safe, sound 

4 and fireproof condition so as to provide for the safety and 

5 health of all persons employed, accommodated, housed or 
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6 assembled therein with respect to the type of construction 

7 and materials used, fireproofihg, the number and type of 

8 ways of egress, aisles and passageways, stairs and fire 

9 escapes, wall openings, exits and exit signs, doors and 

10 doorways, shaft ways and other vertical openings, emergency 

11 lighting, automatic sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems, 

12 fire drills, electrical equipment, inflammable and explosive 

13 materials, heating apparatus and fuel storage, number of 

14 occupants, ventilation, and all other proper fire and panic 

15 protection. 

1 Sec. 14. Rules and regulations. The state fire marshal 

2 shall have the power, and his duty shall be, to make, alter, 

3 amend and repeal rules and regulations for carrying into effect 

4 all oi the provisions of this act. 

1 Sec. 15. Specific requirements, a. There shall be installed 

2 an emergency lighting system, automatic sprinkler system and alarm 

3 system in hotels as the state fire marshal may specify and which 

4 in his judgment are necessary to give the proper protection from 

5 fire and panic to those employed, assembled, lodged or housed 

6 therein. No such system shall be installed unless they are of 

7 a type approved by the state fire marshal. 

8 b. The state fire marshal may order fire.walls, or 

9 smoke barriers, or both, to be built in buildings already 

10 erected, or which may hereafter be erected, where he finds 

11 the erection of such fire walls or smoke barriers are necessary 

12 to the reasonable safe protection of the occupants. 
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13 c. The ways of egress shall be free from obstruction, 

14 lighted, and ready for instant use at all times and equipped 

15 with self-closing doors. 

16 d. Fire escapes now in use, or hereafter erected, 

17 shall be painted at least once each year and be kept in safe 

18 condition and up to such standard requirements as may be 

19 specified by the state fire marshal for their safe usage. 

20 e. There shall be maintained at all times, a quick 

21 and effective means of calling for municipal fire fighting 

22 equipment and its immediate use is hereby made mandatory in 

23 case of fire in hotels. 

24 f. All hotels of frame or ordinary masonry construction 

25 three (3) stories or more in height or any such constructed 

26 hotel with twenty-five (25) or more rooms above the first floor 

27 shall be provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system 

28 throughout, -and all other such constructed hotels shall be 

29 provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system in basement 

30 and in all parts of said buildings except guest rooms and 

31 corridors. 

32 g. All elevators, stairways, and other vertical 

33 openings in hotels, must be enclosed in a manner approved by 

34 the state fire marshal. 

35 h. All the hotel openings where a Class B fire escape 

36 passes shall be protected by steef frames and wire glass, 

37 unless said hotel is protected by an approved automatic 

38 sprinkler system. 
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1 Sec. 16. Whenever after careful inspection by the 

2 state fire marshal, or any of his deputies or designated 

3 subordinates, any hotel is found to be in an unsafe condition 

4 in regard to the above set out requirements or any defects 

5 dangerous to the occupants therein he shall give the owner 

6 or manager thereof, a written notice specifying the hazards 

7 to be eliminated. The owner or manager thereof must comply 

8 with the requirements of said notice within ten (10) days 

9 or after such further time as may be allowed by the marshal, 

10 his deputies or subordinates, after the receipt of said notice. 

11 Should the owner or manager fail to comply with the requirements 

12 of said notice and fail to appeal therefrom as herein provided 

13 the state fire marshal shall immediately close said hotel to 

14 further occupancy and may vacate and place out of service said 

15 hotel until such time as the requirements of the marshal shall 

16 be fulfilled. 

1 Sec. 17. Within the time prescribed above the owner 

2 or manager may appeal from the written requirements set forth 

3 by the orders of the fire marshal, a copy of which must be 

4 served on the owner, by serving a notice of appeal upon the 

5 state fire marshal at'his office at the capitol of the state, 

6 and as early as practicable within not to exceed twenty (20) 

7 days thereafter a hearing shall be had thereon. The state 

8 fire marshal shall promptly notify the owner or manager of the 

9 time and place of the hearing and after the hearing may affirm or 

10 modify the requirements appealed from. 
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1 Sec. 18. An appeal may be taken from the decision of 

2 the state fire marshal to the district court of the county 

3 in which the hotel concerned is located within thirty (30) 

4 days from the time the decision was rendered by the state 

5 fire marshal, by giving at least ten (10) days notice to the 

6 fire marshal, same to be served in the same manner as original 

7 notices are now served and by filing with the clerk-of the 

8 district court a bond for costs in the sum of five hundred 

9 dollars. The district court shall heap the appeal in 

10 equity, determine anew all question submitted to it on appeal 

11 from the order of the fire marshal and render its decree 

12 thereon. 

13 Should the district court uphold any of the findings 

14 or requirements of the state fire marshal -he shall order the 

15 state fire marshal to forthwith post a suitable sign in the 

16 hotel in full view of the entrance or entrances thereof, 

17 notifying the public that said hotel has been found unsafe 

18 for occupancy, and that the required corrections have not 

19 been met or fulfilled. Said notice shall remain posted 

20 until any appeal is finally determined. An appeal to the 

21 Supreme Court of this state may be taken as in other 

22 equitable actions. 

1 Sec. 19. Prosecutions, a. Any person who shall violate 

2 any of the provisions of this act and chapter one hundred seventy 

3 (170), Code, 1946, as amended, pertaining to fire protection in 

4 hotels or to the rules and regulations of the state fire marshal 



—9— H. F. 300 

5 or who shall fail or refuse to observe orders for the enforce-

6 ment of said provisions or rules and regulations issued by duly 

7 authorized deputies or subordinates of the state fire marshal 

8 or who shall hinder or delay or interfere with any officer 

9 charged with the enforcement of said provisions in the 

10 performance of his duty or shall mutilate or destroy any 

11 notice posted by the state fire marshal, the penalty for 

12 which is not otherwise herein provided, shall, upon conviction 

13 thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred 

14 dollars and costs or not more than thirty (30) days imprison-

15 ment in the county jail, in the discretion of the court. 

16 b. In addition to the above any person who shall fail 

17 or refuse to vacate a hotel or portion of a hotel, or who 

18 shall fail or refuse to vacate or place out of service any 

19 hotel after an order to do so has been served upon him by 

20 the state fire marshal shall be liable for a penalty of ten 

21 dollars a day for each day he shall so fail or refuse to 

22 vacate or place out of service said hotel, each day's refusal 

23 being deemed a separate offense. 

24 c. Prosecutions for violations of this act and of 

25 chapter one hundred seventy (170), Code, 1946, pertaining 

26 to fire.protection in hotels or the rule and regulations 

27 of the state fire marshal may be instituted by the state 

28 fire marshal, or his deputies or subordinates, in the usual 

29 manner. Upon conviction after a hearing, the penalties 

30 provided in this act shall be imposed without suspension and 
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31 shall be final unless an appeal is taken in the manned prescribed 

32 by law. 

33 d. Any employee, owner or manager of a hotel who fails 

34 to promptly notify the local or municipal fire department of 

35 a fire in the hotel as herein provided shall be guilty of a 

36 misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a 

37 fine of not more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment 

38 in the county jail not to exceed thirty (30) days." 

1 Sec. 20. Amend section one hundred point eleven 

2 (100.11), Code, 1946, by striking the contents and enacting 

3 in lieu thereof,the following: 

4 "It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal 

5 to enforce all laws relating to fire protection 

6 and fire prevention." 

1 Sec. 21. If any provision of this a^t shall be 

2 declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the validity 

3 of any part of this act which can be given effect without such 

4 invalid part. 

EXPLANATION OF H. P. 30O 
The present Code of Iowa puts the fire inspection and regulation on hotels under 

the department of agriculture. This bill puts* the fire inspection and regulation of 
hotels, lodging houses, apartments and alike buildings under the state fire marshal 
where it should be. 
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