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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend section two hundred seventy-four point thirty-

six (274.36), Code 1946; section two hundred seventy-four 
point sixteen (274.16), Code 1946; section two hundred 
seventy-four point twenty-seven (274.27), Code 1946; 
section two hundred seventy-four point thirty-eight (274.38), 
Code 1946, all relating to the transfer of territory from 
one school district to another by requiring the approval 
of the county board of education and the superintendent 
of public instruction before such transfers of territory 
can be submitted to a vote of the people. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Amend section two hundred seventy-four point 

2 sixteen (274.16), Code 1946, by striking the period at the end 

3 of the section and inserting a semicolon and adding thereto the 

4 following: "provided, however, that in such cases, the 

5 including of one corporation by another must first have been 

6 approved by the superintendent of public instruction in writing 

7 as to its educational and financial advantages and desirability." 

1 Sec. 2. Amend section two hundred seventy-four point 

2 thirty-six (274.36), Code 1946, by striking the word "he" in 

3 paragraph two (2) line two (2) after the word "superintendent" 

4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: "he shall submit 

5 the same to the county board of education, which board shall 
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6 forward the proposition to the superintendent of public 

7 instruction, within ten (10) days thereafter, accompanied by 

8 their recommendations. Upon receipt of such recommendations 

9 the superintendent of public instruction shall, within twenty 

10 (20) days thereafter, after considering the same and the 

11 educational and financial advantages of the proposal, approve 

12 or disapprove such proposal. If the proposal is disapproved, 

13 no election can be held on the proposal. If the proposal is 

14 approved, the superintendent of public instruction shall so 

15 notify the county superintendent and the county superintendent". 

1 Sec. 3. Amend section two hundred seventy-four point 

2 twenty-seven (274.27) by adding a new sentence after the period 

3 in line nine (9) as follows: "No such proposition shall be 

4 submitted to the voters without first having been submitted to 

5 the county board of education who in turn shall have forwarded 
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6 of public instruction. Upon receipt of such proposals, the 

7 superintendent of public instruction shall review the proposal 

8 with reference to the recommendations of the county board and 

9 as to its educational and financial advantages and feasibility. 

10 Within twenty (20) days thereafter, the said superintendent of 

11 public instruction shall notify the respective boards in writing 

12 of his approval or disapproval. If the said superintendent 

13 approves the proposal, the respective boards shall require the 

14 secretaries to". 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 286 

This bill is relative to the matter of changing territory from one school district 
to the other. Under our Code as it is now, it is possible for certain people within a 
school territory to divorce their property from one school district to another school 
district if the other school district will vote to accept it. This has been taking place 
in many school districts of the state the past year. If we do not correct and make this 
change so that .these people will have to get the approval of the county superintendent 
plus the approval of the Superintendent of Public instruction that this is a desirable 
change and for the best interest of those schools concerned, we are going to find our
selves seeing many school districts of the state disorganized because of the rights 
under the statute as it is now in the Code, to vote themselves into a district with a 
lower tax base and by increasing further the tax base upon the property left to carry 
on in the district from where they are voting to dissolve. 
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