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A BIIyL, 

FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A SOLDIERS' HOME IN THE 

STATE OF IOWA, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURCHASE 

OF LAND AND THE CONSTRUCTION OR PURCHASE OF NECESSARY BUILD

INGS. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iov)a: 

SECTION 1. That there be and is hereby created and established in this State an institu-

2 tion to be known as the" Iowa Soldiers' Home," and that the sum of seventy-five thousand 

3 dollars, or so much thereof as is necessary, be and is hereby appropriated out of any money 

4 in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purchase and preparation of grounds, 

5 and for the erection and completion or purchase of suitable buildings and fixtures thereon, 

6 and furnishing and equipping the same ; and the further sum of twenty-five thousand dol-

7 lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary for the purpose of maintaining such Soldiers' 

8 Home for the year 1887; provided, hoiuever, that it shall not be lawful for the board of man-

9 agers herinaf ter ereated to draw upon the sum hereby appropriated, an amount exceeding 

10 seventy-five thousand dollars in the year 1886, and the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 

11 the year 1887. 

SEC 2. The object of the " Iowa Soldiers' Home " shall be to provide a home and sub-

2 sistence for all honorably discharged soldiers, sailors and marines, who have served in the 

3 army or navy of the United States, and who are disabled by disease, wounds or otherwise; 

4 provided, that no applicant shall be admitted to said Home who has not been a resident of 

5 the State of Iowa for three years next preceding his application for admission therein unless 

6 he served in an Iowa regiment or was accredited to the State of Iowa. The board of com-

7 missioners shall determine the eligibility of applicants for admission to said Home as herein 

8 provided. 

SEC. 3. The said Home shall be located by the Twenty-first General Assembly. 

SEC 4. The general supervision and government of said Soldiers' Home shall be vested 

2 in a board of commissioners, to consist of six members, who shall be appointed by the Gov-

3 ernor, by and with the consent ot the Senate, immediately after the taking effect of this 

4 act not more than four of whom shall belong to the same political party, and no two of 

5 whom shall be from the same congressional district, and no member of the General Assem-

6 bly shall be eligible to the office, but all shall be ex-union soldiers. The members of the 
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7 board shall hold their office for the respective terms of two, four and six years, from the 

8 first day of May, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, and until their successors shall be 

9 appointed and qualified, said respective terms of office to be determined by lot, and thereafter 

10 there shall be two members of said board appointed every two years during the session of 

11 the General Assembly, whose term of office shall continue for six years from the first day of 

12 May next ensuing, or until their successors are appointed and qualified. The Governor 

13 shall call a meeting of said board for the purpose of organization, within thirty days after the 

14 first appointments are made. No compensation shall be allowed any member of the board 

15 of commissioners, other than president, treasurer and secretary, save their actual expenses; 

16 provided, however, that a building committee may be appointed from the members of said 

17 board, consisting of not more than two persons, whose duty it shall be to visit and inspect 

18 the buildings at least once in two weeks during their period of construction, and who may 

19 receive, in addition to their actual expenses the sum of five dollars for each day so actually 

20 employed. Provided, however, that no member of said building committee shall receive com-

21 pensation for more than ten days' service in any one month. In case of a vacancy in the 

22 board of commissioners by death or any other cause, the appointing power provided for 

23 shall have power to fill the vacancy for the unexpired portion of the term. Four members 

24 of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business ; provided, that for 

25 the adoption of plans and the letting of contracts for buildings and the selection of a Com-

26 mandant for said Home, the affirmative vote of a majority of the entire board shall be 

27 required. 

SEC. 5. Before entering upon his duties each member of the board of commissioners 

2 shall take and sign an oath and execute a bond in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars 

3 for the use of the State of Iowa, to be approved by the Executive Council and filed in the 

4 office of the Secretary of State, conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties and 

5 the honest and faithful disbursement of and accounting for all moneys which may come 

6 into his hands under the provisions of this act. The said board, having first taken the oath 

7 prescribed for the trustees of State institutions, is hereby empowered and required to cause 

8 to be prepared suitable plans and specifications by a competent architect, but no plans shall 

9 be adopted which shall not first have been approved by the Governor. Such plans shall 

10 contemplate the erection of a home which shall accommodate not less than one hundred 

11 and fifty nor more than three hundred inmates, and shall be accompanied by specifications, 

12 and by a detailed estimate of the amount, quality and description of all material and labor 

13 required for the entire and full completion of the buildings, and no plan shall be adopted 

14 that contemplates the expenditure of more money for its completion than the amount appro-

15 priated by this General Assembly added to any donations received by the State for the erec-

16 tion of the home. 
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SEC. 6. That the said board of commissioners may at their discretion employ a competent 

2 architect or superintendent of construction, who may, in the discretion of said board, be 

3 the same person, and who shall receive such compensation as the board shall, by agreement, 
v 

4 determine. 

SEC. 7. Whenever the said plans and specifications shall have been approved and adopted, 

2 the commissioners shall cause to be inserted in the Iowa State Register and Des Moines 

3 Leader, newspapers published in the city of Des Moines, Iowa, an advertisement for sealed 

4 bids for the constraction of the buildings herein authorized, and they shall furnish a 

5 printed copy of this act and of the specifications to all parties applying therefor, and all 

6 parties interested who may desire it shall have free and full access to the plans and specifi-

7 cations with the privilege of taking notes and making memoranda. 

SEC 8. Not less than thirty days after the publication of said proposals for bids, on a 

2 day and hour to be named in said advertisement at the place where said institution shall 

3 be located in the presence of the bidders, or so many of them as may be present, the bids 

4 received shall be opened for the first time, and the contract for buildings shall be let to the 

5 lowest and best bidder, provided, that should the commissioners deem it for the interest of 

6 the State they may reject any and all bids and advertise again, and also provided, that no 

7 contract shall shall be made, and no expense incurred for any building or buildings, requir-

8 ing for the completion of the same, and fixtures thereon and furnishing and equiping the 

9 same, a greater expense than is provided for in the appropriation made in this act, added 

10 to any donations received by the State for the erection of the home. Am> PROVIDED 

11 FURTHER, that no bids shall be excepted which is not accompanied by a good and sufficient 

12 bond in the sum of ten thousand dollars, signed by at least three good and sufficient sureties, 

13 who shall be resident freeholders of the State of Iowa, conditioned as a guarantee for the 

14 responsibility and good faith of the bidder, and that he will enter into a contract and give 

15 bond as provided in this act in case his bid is accepted. 

SEC. 9. The contract to be made with the successful bidder shall be accompanied by a 

2 good and sufficient bond, to be approved by the Governor before being accepted, conditioned 

3 for the faithful performance of his contract, shall provide for the appointment of an 

4 architect or a superintendent of construction, who shall receive not more than five dollars 

5 per day for his services, and who shall carefully and accurately measure the work done, 

6 and the materials upon the ground at least once a month ; for the payment of the con-

7 tractor upon the aforesaid measurement, and for the withholding of twenty per cent of the 

8 value of the work done and materials on hand until the completion of the building. And 

9 for a forfeiture of a stipulated sum per diem for every day that the completion of the work 

10 shall be delayed after the time specified for the completion of the contract, and for the full 

11 protection of all persons who may furnish labor or materials by withholding payment from 
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12 the contractor and by paying the parties to whom any moneys are due for service or mater-

13 ials, as aforesaid, directly for all work done or materials furnished by them, and for a set-

14 tlement of all disputed questions as to the value of alterations and extras by arbitration at 

15 the time of final settlement, as follows : One arbitrator to be chosen by the commissioners, 

16 one by the contractor, and one by the Governor of the State ; and all three of said arbitra-

17 tors to be practical mechanics and builders. And said contract shall provide for the power 

18 and privilege of the commissioners to order changes in the plans and specifications at their 

19 discretion, and to refuse to accept any work which may be done not fully in accordance 

20 with the letter and spirit of the plans and specification ; and all work not accepted shall 

21 be replaced at the expense of the contractor, and be deducted from the contract price. Tbey 

22 may also make such other provisions and conditions in the said contract not herein above 

23 specified as may seem to them necessary or expedient. Provided, that no conditions shall 

24 be inserted contrary to the letter and spirit of this act, and that in no event shall the State 

25 be liable for a greater amount of money than is appropriated for said buildings and appur-

26 tenances. 

SEC 10. The said contract shall be signed by the president of the board of commissioners 

2 in behalf of the board after a vote authorizing him to so sign shall have been entered upon 

x 3 the minutes of the board, and it shall be attested by the signature of the secretary of the 

4. board and by the seal of the institution hereinafter provided for. It shall be drawn in trip-

5 licate, and one copy of the same shall be deposited in the office of the Secretary of State. 

SEC. 11. All bids shall show the estimated cost of the work to be done of each descrip-

2 tion in detail. And the commissioners shall have the right and power at their discretion to 

3 accept bids for particular portions of the work if for the advantage of the State, and all 

4 measurements and accounts as the work progresses, shall show in retail the amount and 

4 character of the work for which payment is made. 

SEC 12. The cost of location, including the cost of suitable grounds, may be paid out of the 

2 appropriations herein made, but shall not exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars. Provided, 

3 that should the land be purchased with suitable buildings erected thereon, the same shall 

4 not exceed the sum of fifty thousand dollars, and in that case the parts of the act which 

5 refer to erections of buildings shall not apply. 

SEC 13. The moneys herein appropriated shall be paid to parties to whom they may be-

2 come due and payable, directly from the Treasurer of State, on the warrant of the Auditor 

3 of State. And the Auditor is hereby authorized and required to draw the said warrants 

4 for money due under this act, upon the order of the board of commissioners accompanied 

5 by vouchers approved by the Governor in the usual manner and the board is authorized to 

6 advance and pay on contracts, before the same are fully completed, not exceeding eighty 

7 per cent on the estimates of material delivered or labor performed. All other moneys ap-
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8 propriated by this act shall be drawn quarterly on the requisition of the board of commis-

9 sioners, in the usual manner, and then only in such amounts as the wants of the institution 

10 may require. 

SEC. 14. No commissioner or officer of the said institution shall be in any way interested 

2 in any contract for the erection or purchase of said buildings, or furnishing any materials 

3 for said buildings. And if any such commissioner or officer shall be so interested he shall 

4 be deemed guilty of a misdemeaner, and on conviction be fined in any sum not exceeding 

5 five thousand dollars. 

SEC. 15. It shall be the duty of the board of commissioners to meet annually on the sec-

2 ond Wednesday in May of each year, and at said annual meeting they snail elect from their 

3 own body a president, treasurer and secretary, whose compensation shall be determined by 

4 the board, and who shall hold office for one year, or until their successor shall be elected 

5 and qualified. The treasurer shall give a bond, which shall be approved by the Executive 

6 Council, for double the amount of money liable to come into his hands at any one time 

7 The board of commissioners shall meet at least once in three months, on the second 

8 Wednesdays in August, November and February, and oftener if they deem it advisable, 

9 and shall have the power to adopt a seal and make rules and regulations, not inconsistent 

10 with the laws and constitution of the State, for the management and government of said 

11 Home, including such rules as they may deem necessary for the preserving of order, enforc-

12 ing discipline and preserving the health of its inmates. If necessary, for the purpose of 

13 procuring a better insight into the practical working of similar homes, and for the better 

14 information of the board, they may authorize not more than three of their number to visit 

15 similar institutions now in operation that they may have the benefit of their personal obser-

16 vation and investigation, and the expense actually incurred in any such visit may be 

17 charged against the appropriation hereinbefore made. The board of commissioners shall 

18 make a full and minute report of all the disbursements of the Home, and of its condition, 

19 financial and otherwise, to each regular session uf the General Assembly. 

SEC. 16. The board of commissioers shall have the power, and it shall be their duty to 

2 appoint a Commandant for said Home, who shall serve as such during the pleasure of the 

3 board of commissioners, who shall be an one who has honorably discharged from the mili-

4 tary or naval service of the U. S., whose salary shall not exceed twelve hundred dollars per 

5 annum, and who shall nominate for the action of the board of commissioners, all necessary 

6 subordinate officers, who shall also be one who has been honorably discharged from the mil-

7 itary or naval service of the U. S., who may be removed by said Commandant for ineffi-

8 ciency or misconduct; but in case of every removal a detailed statement of the cause shall 

9 be reported to the board of commissioners by the Commandant. The board of commission-
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10 ers shall have the power to fix the salary of all subordinate officers ; provided, the amount 

11 so paid shall not exceed such reasonable compensation as is paid for like service in similar 

12 institutions. 

SEC. 17. Every contract and duty required by this act, to be acted upon by the board of 

2 commissioners must receive the approval of the majority of the board in regular session 

3 duly called in order to make the same binding and valid; that all the proceedings of said 

4 board shall be recorded in a book and open to the inspection of any body on request. 

SEC 18. This act being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in 

2 force from and after its publication in the Iowa State Register and the Des Moines 

3 Leader, newspapers published at Des Moines, Iowa. 
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