By PARROTT.] # [SENATE FILE No. 239.—SCHOOLS.

A BILL

FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE UNIFORM AND CHEAP TEXT-BOOKS FOR THE PUB-

LIC SCHOOLS OF IOWA.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa :
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Seorion 1. That the Executive Council are hereby authorized and directed on behalf of
the State of Iowa to immediately enter into contract with Miller, Girton & Watters, of Des
Moines, Iowa, upon their giving bond as hereinafter provided, for the faithful performance
of such contract, to furnish to the State of Iowa for the term of fifteen years, suitable text-
books for use in the public schools of this State in the following branches of study, to-wit:
Their Hawkeye educational series, consisting of spelling, one book ; reading, five books ;
arithmetic, two books ; grammar, two books; geography, two books; history, one book ;
physiology, one book ; botany, one book ; writing, six books; and such other books as may
be required by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The said Miller, Girton &
Watters shall at the time of making such contract, execute and deliver to the Goverdor, a
bond in the penal sum of $50,000.00 with at least two sufficient sureties, to be approved by
the Governor and running to the State of Iowa, and conditioned for the faithful perfor-
mance by the said Miller, Girton & Watters, their executors or assigns of all and singular
the terms of such contract on their part to be observed. In case the said Miller, Girton &
Watters, their executors or assigns shall at any time fail to fulfil any of the terms of raid
contract, on their part to be observed, the entire penal sum thereof shall at once become due
and owing to the State, and it shall be the duty of the Governor to cause suit to be insti-
tuted in the name of the State to enforce the liability on such bond of the principal and
sureties thereon.

Sko. 2. The matter for the foregoing books shall be prepared by the following persons,
and shall be equal in size and quality, both as to matter and material, to the following text-
books now in use, to-wit: The speller by Herman Martin, B. S. B. D., to equal Swinton’s
speller ; the five books of reading to equal Barnes’ five books in reading; the two books of
grammar by Prof. W. H. Welch, superintendent, Jackson county, equal to Harvey’s revised
grammars ; the two books of geography by Prof. W. E. Burke, superintendent, Des Moines
county, equal to Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co.’s eclectic geography ; the history by S. Laura
Ensign, A. M., professor of history and geography in State Normal School, to equal Barnes’
U. S. History; the physiology by D. S. Fairchild, M. D., professor of comparative anatomy and
physiology, State Agricultural College, to equal Steele’s physiology ; the botany bv Chas. E.
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Bessey, Ph. D., professor of botany in University of Nebraska, to equal Steele’s botany ; tle
six books on writing by Jeunings & Chapman, of Iowa Business College, to equal Van Ant-
werp, Bragg & Co,’s eclectic system of writing ; the two books on arithmetic to be Martin’s
elementary and complete arithmetics. The subject matter of the bookx to be subject to a re-
vision by a commission to be composed of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Prof, J.
Wernli, of LeMars, and Prof. H. H. Sheerley, of Oskaloosa, or in case either of the persons
last named should be unwilling or unable to act or should a vacancy occur, such other per-
sons as may be appointed in his «tead or to fill such vacancy by the Ex_‘ecutive Council. Such
commission shall convene at Des Moines for the purpose of performing the duties imposed
upon them by this act, at such time or times as the gail1 contractors or Superintendent of
Public Instruction shall request it so to do. And the persons composing such commission,
other than the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, shall each receive five dollars
per day for each day actually occupied in performing the duties of this act. The concur
rence of a majority of such commission shall be sufficient for the determining of any ques-
tion coming before it under the provisions of this act. The text of all the books to be furn-
ished under such contrat shall be subject, not oftner than once in each period of five years,
to such revision and alterations thereof as the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
for the time being shall direct.
Sec. 8. The prices to be paid by the State for the above named text books shall be for the

Speller, not to exceed 9 cents; the present wholesale price is 18 cents.

First reader, not to exceed 10 cents; the present wholesale price is 20 cents.

Second reader, not to exceed 18 cents; the present wholesale price is 85 cents.

Third reader, not to exceed 25 cents; the present wholesale price is 50 cents.

Fourth reader, not to exceed 35 cents; the present wholesale price is 70 cents.

Fifth reader, not tu exceed 45 cents; the present wholesale price is 90 cents.

Elementary arithmetic, not to exceed 20 cents; the present wholesale price is 40 cents.

Complete arithmetic, not to exceed 35 cents; the present wholesale price is 70 cents.

First grammar, not to exceed 21 cents; the present wholesale price is 42 cents.

Secoud Grammar, not to exceed 33 cents; the present wholesale price is 65 cents.

Primary geography, not to exceed 28 cents; the present wholesale price is 55 cents.

Intermediate Geography, not to exceed 60 cents; the present wholesale price is $1.20.

History, not to exceed 50 cents; the present wholesale price is $1.00.

Physiology, not to exceed 50 cents; the present wholesale price is $1.00.

Botany, not to exceed 50 cents; th> present wholesale price is $1.00.

Writing, each. not to exceed 5 cents; the present wholesale price is 10 cents.

And for any other books required by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction a pro-

portionate price and no more shall be paid.
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Skc. 4. It shall be the duty of the board of supervisors in each county to appoint agents
in the different localities of their county, most convenient for the people, for the sale of the
text books herein provided for. Said agents shall give bonds, with at least two sureties,
conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties and the accounting of all said books
and the money received from the sale of said books (less his commission). He shall be
entitled to add not more than ten per cent to the established price of said books as a com-
mission, and shall pay over to the county treasurer, once every taree months, all moneys
received on accgunt of such sales (less his commission). The county superintendent shall
take an inventory once each year of all books remaining in the several agencies, and report
the number of each kind at each agency to the county auditor.

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent of each county of the State of
Iowa to make out an estimate of the number of school books required for one year’s supply
of his county, designating the number of each book wanted and forward the same on or
before the first day of March, 1887, and yearly thereafter, to the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction ; said books to be forwarded to the county auditor of his county. The
State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, on or before the 15th day of April, 1887,
and yearly thereafter, make his requisition on the contractors for the whole number of
books required throughout the State.

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the contractors as soon as possible after receiving the
requisition of the State Superintendent for the books ordered by the several county super-
intendents, to forward the number of books required to the several county auditors of the
State, and upon the filing of the requisition and the delivery of the shipping receipts for
the same to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, it shall be the duty of said
Superintendent to certify the amount due to the contractors, and the State Auditor shall
thereupon issue his warrant upon the State Treasurer for the amount so certified, payable
out of the school text book fund, hereinafter provided for.

Skc. 7. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall fix a price upon each book,
which shall cover the cost of transporting them to the several counties of the State, and
shall transmit to the county auditors of the State as many copies of such prices as they may
require, who shall transmit one to the county treasurer and one to each agent in his county.

Skc. 8. The State Superintendent shall, at the time of making his requisition upon the
contractors, send to the couuty auditor of each county, and also to the State Auditor, a
statement of the price fixed upon each book and the total cost of the number of books
ordered by the respective counties, and it shall be the duty of the board of supervisors in
each county, at their next meeting, to make provisions for the payment of the price of such
books, aud the count;y treasurer of each county shall immediately upon the receipt of such

books by the county auditor, remit the amount of the cost of such books to the State
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Treasurer. Provided further, that the cost of transporting said books from Des Moines sha]]
be deducted from said amount and the transportation company’s receipt therefor sent in
lieu thereof.

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent of each county to apportion the
text books ordered by him among the different agents appointed by the board of super-
vsiorg, and the county auditor shall, upon the arrival of said text books, transmit them to
the different agents according to said apportionment. He shall keep a record of the same
and shall notify the county treasurer of the number of each kind sent to the several agents,
who shall charge them with the same at the prices fixed by the State Superintendent. The
county treasurer shall transmit to the county auditor a duplicate receipt of all moneys
received from each agent on account of sales of text books.

Sec. 10. Within one year after the State text-bnoks are printed and furnished to the
State Superintendent of Publir Instruction and for the period of fifteen years thereafter, no
text-books shall be used in the public schools of this State in incorporated cities and towns
as well as the State at large other than the State text-books prepared under the provisions
of this act. Provided that this act shall not be construed to prevent pupils who have ad-
vanced beyond the studies embraced in said books from using other books, or to prevent a
revision of the text of said books at the expiration of five years after their introduction.

Skc. 11. After two years from the time the county auditor of any county has received
the number of text-books required for the district schools of his county from the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, the treasurer of such county shall pay no part of the school
fund belonging to a district of his county to the treasurer of such district until such treas-
urer produces the certificate in writing of the county superintendent of public schools in his
county, certifying to the fact that the State text-books have been introduced into the school
or schools of such district and are used in such school or schools to the exclusion of any
other series of text-books.

Skc. 12. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act there is hereby appro-
priated and set apart the sum of one hundred thousand dollars to be used as a revolving
fund to be designated " the school text-book fund.” This fund shall at all times be subject
to the warrants of the State Auditor issued to the contractors in payment for school books
delivered on the order of the State Superintendent, and all payments of money into the
treasury of the State by the county treasurers on account of the school text-books deliv-
ered to thejr several counties shall be credited by the Treasurer of State to the school
text-book fund herein provided for.

Skc. 13.  This act shall take effect and be in force from and after the publication of the
same in the Iowa State Register and the Des Moines Leader, daily newspapers published at
Des Moines, Iowa. Provided, that the State text-book contractors shall file within sixty

days with the Secretary of State their written acceptance of the same.
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