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A BILL 

FOR AN ACT REGULATING TRANSPORTATION CHARGES, ABOLISHING THE OF

FICE OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS, AND PROVIDING FOR A BUREAU OF 

RAILWAY STATISTICS. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SKCTION 1. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons engaged in the transportation 

2 of property by railroad in the State of Iowa to charge or receive more from any person or 

3 persons any greater or less amount of freight compensation or reward than is charged to or 

4 received from any other person or persons for a like and contemporaneous service in carry-

5 ing, receiving, delivering, storing or handling the same, and that all charges for such service 

6 shall be reasonable. All railroad companies engaged as aforesaid shall furnish without dis-

7 crimination the same facilities for carriage, receiving, delivering, storing and handling of 

8 all property of a like character carried by them, and shall perform with equal expedition 

9 the same kinds of service connected with the contemporaneous transportation thereof, and 

10 no contract, agreement, nor understanding shall be made to prevent the carriage of any 

11 property from being treated as one continuous carriage in the meaning of this act from the 
v 

12 place of shipment to the place of destination. 

SEC. 2. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons engaged in the transportation of 

2 property as aforesaid directly or indirectly to allow any rebate, drawback or other advan-

3 tage in any form upon shipments made or services rendered as aforesaid by him or them. 

SEC 3. I t shall be unlawful for any person or persons, engaged as aforesaid to enter into 

2 any combination, contract or agreement, by changes in schedules, carriage in different cars 

3 or by any other means with intent to prevent the carriage of such property from being con-

4 tinuous from the place of shipment to the place of destination, whether carried on one or 

5 several roads, and it shall be unlawful for such person or persons to enter into any contract, 

6 agreement or combination for pooling freights or to pool freights with different or compet-

7 ing roads or divide between them the net or gross earnings of such roads or any part of 

8 them. 

SEC 4. No railroad corporation shall charge or receive for the transportation of freight 

2 to any station on its road a greater sum than is at the time charged or received for the 

3 transportation of a like class or quantity of freight from the same original point of depar-

4 ture to a station a greater distance on its road in the same direction. 
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SEC 5. All persons or corporations engaged in conveying property as aforesaid shall have 

2 printed and posted in each freight depot in a conspicuous place where it can be read by the 

3 public, a schedule of the different classes of freight, and the cost of transporting such 

4 freight per hundred pounds, and in uar load lots, between the various stations on the line 

5 of road, also the charges for loading and unloading and other terminal facilities if sepa-

6 rate charges are made; therefore, whenever the rates of transportation are changed the 

7 printed schedule shall also be changed to correspond at the time the new schedule goes 

8 into effect. 

SEC. 6. Any person or persons violating the provisions of this act either by doing that 

2 which is prohibited or by omitting that which is required by this act, shall forfeit and pay 

3 to the person or persons who may sustain damages thereby a sum equal to three times the 

4 amount of damages so sustained to be recovered in any court having jurisdiction, and any 

5 officer, agent or employe, or receiver of such company or corporation may be compelled to 

6 appear and testify and give evidence and produce the books and papers of the company as 

7 evidence in the suit, and no claim that any such evidence or testimony will tend to crim-

8 inate the person testifying shall be of any avail, but such evidence or testimony shall not 

9 be used against such any such person on the trial of any indictment against him. 

SEC. 7. Any director or officer of any corporation or company doing business in this State 

2 or any receiver, trustee, agent or employe of such company who shall wilfully do or permit 

3 to be done any act prohibited or forbidden, or shall fail to do any act required to be done, 

4 or shall be guilty of any infraction of this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 

5 conviction thereof may be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each offense 

6 and stand committed until such line and costs are fully paid. 

SEC. 8. There is hereby created a bureau of railway statistics, to be under the control 

2 and management of a commissioner to be elected by the State Legislature The term of 

3 office of said commissioner shall commence on the first day of April in each even numbered 

4 year and continue for two years, and until his successor is elected and qualified, and said 

5 commissioner before entering upon the discharge of his duty shall take an oath or affirma-

6 tive to discharge the same faithfully and to the best of his ability, and shall give bond in 

7 the sum of * 10,000 with sureties to the approval of the Governor, conditioned for the faithful 

8 discharge of his duties. 

SEC. 9. Said commissioner may be suspended and prohibited from discharging his official 

2 duties by the Governor, by and with the consent of the Executive Council, for neglect of 

3 duty or malfeasance in office. And it shall be the duty of the legislature upon assembling 

4 to investigate the causes of such suspension, and reinstate or permanently remove such 

5 officer from his office. 

SEC 10. Said commissioner shall receive a salary of $ 3,000 per year, to be paid monthly, 
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2 and necessary postage, stationery, and office expenses. The salary and expenses to be paid 

3 by the State as salaries and expenses of other State officers are provided for. He shall have 

4 and keep an office in the capitol at Des Moines, in which shall be kept all records, docu-

5 ments, papers, correspondence and property pertaining to his office, and shall deliver them 

6 to his successor in office. 

SEO. 11. The duties of said Commissioner shall be to collect, assort and systemize and 

2 present annual reports to the Governor on or before the 15th day of November of each year, 

3 statistical details relating to all departments of railways and railroad management. 

SEC. 12. Five thousand copies of such reports shall be published and bound as the reports 

2 of other State officers, and now authorized by law, and when published shall be distributed 

3 as the Governor and Executive Council may direct. Providing, however, that one copy 

4 shall be given to each public library in the State, and five copies shall be sent to the county 

5 auditor of each county. 

SEC. 13. The Commissioner shall have power to issue subpoenas for witnesses and exam-

2 ine them under oath, and enforce their attendance to the same extent and in the same man-

3 ner as a justice of the peace ; said witnesses to be paid the same fees as are now allowed 

4 witnesses before a justice of the peace. The same to be paid by the State. 

SEC. 14. Said Railroad Commissioner shall make report of such facts, statements and ex-

2 planations as will disclose the working of the system of railroad transportation in the State 

3 and its relation to the general business and prosperity of the citizens of the State, and such 

4 suggestions and recommendations in respect thereto as he may deem appropriate. Said 

5 report shall also contain as to every railroad corporation doing business in this State 

6 First. The amount of its capital stock. 

7 Second. The amount of its preferred stock, if any, and the condition of its preferment. 

8 Third. The amount of its funded debt and the rate of interest. 

9 Fourth. The amount of its floating debt. 

10 Fifth. The cost and actual present cash value of its road and equipment, including 

11 permanent buildings and rolling stock, all real estate and all fixtures and conveniences 

12 for transacting its business. 

13 Sixth. The estimated value of all other property owned by such corporation, with a 

14 schedule of the same, not including lands granted in aid of its construction. 

15 Seventh. The number of acres originally granted in aid of construction of its road 

16 by the United States or by this State. 

17 Eighth. The number of acres of such land remaining unsold. 

18 Ninth. A list of its officers and directors with their respective places of residence. 

19 Tenth. Such statistics of the road and of its transportation business for the year as 

20 may in the judgment of the Commissioner be necessary and proper for the information 
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21 of the General Assembly, or as may be required .by the Governor. Such report shall 

22 exhibit and refer to the condition of such corporation on the first day of July of each 

23 year, and the details of its transportation business transacted during the year ending 

24 June 30th. 

25 Eleventh. The average amount of tonnage that can be carried over each road in the 

26 State with an engine of given power. 

SEC. 15. To enable said Commissioner to make such a report, the president or managing 

2 officer of each railroad corporation doing business in this State, shall annually make to said 

3 Commissioner on or before the 15th day of September, such returns in the form which the 

4 Commissioner may prescribe, as will afford information required for his said official report. 

5 Said returns shall be verified by the oath of the officer making them, and any railroad cor 

6 poration whose returns shall not be made as herein prescribed by the 15th day of Septem-

7 ber, shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars for each and every day after the 16th 

8 day of September that such returns shall be willfully delayed or refused. 

SEC. 16. The said Commissioner shall be sworn to the due and faithful performance of 

2 his duties before entering on the discharge of the same, and no person in the employ of any 

3 railroad corporation, or holding stock in any railroad corporation, shall be eligible to the 

•1 office of Railroad Commissioner. 

SEC. 17. Said Commissioner shall have power in the discharge of the duties of his office 

2 to examine any books, papers or documents of any such corporation, or to examine under 

3 oath or otherwise any officer, director, or agent or employe of any such corporation. He 

4 shall be empowered to issue subpoenas and administer oaths in the same manner and with 

5 the same power to enforce obedience thereto in the performance of his duties as belong or 

6 pertain to courts of law in this State, and any person who may willfully obstruct said Com-

7 missioner in the performance of his duties, or who may refuse to give any information 

8 within his possession that may be required by said Commissioner within the line of his duty, 

9 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be liable on conviction thereof, to a fine 

10 not exceeding one thousand dollars, in the discretion of the court, the costs of such sub-

11 poenas and investigations to be paid by the State on the certificate of the Commissioner. 

SEC 18. Upon the occurrence of any serious accident upon a railroad which shall result 

2 in personal injury or loss of life, the corporation operating the road upon which the accident 

3 occurred, shall give immediate notice thereof to the Commissioner, whose duty it shall be 

4 to investigate the same, and promptly report to the Governor the extent of the personal 

5 injuries or loss of life, and whether the same was the mismanagement or neglect of the cor-

6 poration on whose line the injury or loss of life occurred. Provided, that such report shall 

7 not be evidence or referred to in any case in any court. 

SEC. 19. The following sections of chapter 77. acts of the Nineteenth General Assembly, 

2 are hereby repealed : Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, U. 
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