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A BILL 
FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR INSPECTORS OF STEAM BOILERS. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa : 

SECTION 1. That there shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent 

2 of the Senate four boiler inspectors for the State of Iowa, who shall hold their office for 

8 the term of two years: subject, however, to be removed by the Governor for neglect of duty 

4 or malfeasance in office. Said term of office shall commence on the first day of April each 

5 even year. Said inspector shall have a theoretical and practical knowledge of machinery 

6 and boilers used in operating stationery and portable engines, and said inspector before en-

7 tering on the duties of his office shall take oath or affirmation to discharge the same faith-

8 fully and impartially, which oath or affirmation shall be indorsed upon his commission and 

9 his commission shall be forthwith recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, and such 

10 inspector shall give bonds in the sum of two thousand dollars, with the sureties to be ap-

11 proved by the Governor, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties as such in-

12 spector. 

SEC. 2. Said inspector shall give all his time if necessary and his attention to the duties 

2 of his office, and shall examine each and every portable or stationery steam engine and 

3 boiler run and operated in their respective territory in the State of Iowa once each and 

4 every year, but in making said examination or inspection said inspector must not unneces-

5 sarily impede or obstruct the workings of said machinery, and it shall be lawful for said in-

6 spector to enter on said works or place where said machinery and boiler is situated either 

7 by day or by night and examine the same and inquire into the condition of said boiler and 

8 engine as to safety, and the owners or agents of said owners or lessees of said machinery or 

9 boiler or any one having the same in charge, are hereby authorized to give said inspector 

10 all the assistance in making the examination and inspection they can. 

SEC. 3. And said inspector making said examination shall, at the time of making said in-

2 spection or examination, make a report of the time, place, the kind of a boiler and engine, 

3 the condition of the same, and the circumstances under which said inspection was made, in 

4 a record furnished by the State of Iowa for the inspection, which record shall be kept at 

5 the office of said inspector, and shall be open to the public for general inspection at all rea-
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6 sonable times when said inspector is at his office; and no person that has any interest in, or 

7 that is employed in the management of, any machinery shall be qualified to serve as such 

8 inspector. 

SEC. 4. Said inspector shall receive for each and every inspection of a portable or station-

2 ary steam engine or boiler, as the case may be, the sum of three dollars, which fee shall be 

3 paid at the time of the making of said inspection by the owner or operator, as the case may 

4 be. And any person or persons that shall fire up, raise steam on, or attempt to run or op-

5 erate said boiler or engine after said inspection has been made, without having first paid 

6 said inspection fee, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. And said inspector shall make out 

7 and give to the owner or operator of said boiler and engine, after making said inspection, a 

8 certificate, showing the condition of said boiler or engine, which certificate'shall be signed 

9 by said inspector. And if said certificate shows that said boiler or engine, as the case may 

10 be, is unsafe, then and in that case it shall be unlawful for any person to fire up, nr attempt 

11 to run or operate said boiler or engine; and any person or persons so firing up or attempt-

12 ing to operate said boiler or machinery shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic-

13 tion for said offense shall pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dol-

14 lars, and shall stand committed until the fine and costs of prosecution are paid. 

SEC. 5. That it shall be the duty of the inspector to examine any person in charge of any 

2 engine, either portable or stationary, within his territory, touching his qualifications as an 

3 engineer, or any other person that wishes to engage in running and operating a stationary 

4 or portable engine, and said inspector, after Jiaving made the examination of said engineer 

5 or applicant, shall issue to him a license, showing what his qualifications are, signed by said 

6 inspector, for which certificate or license said inspector shall receive from said engineer or 

7 applicant the sum of two dollars; and any person who shall act in the capacity of an engi-

8 neer, either of a portable or stationary engine, without having first procured a license as be-

9 fore stated, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction for said offense shall pay a 

10 fine of twenty dollars and the costs of prosecution. And any owner or operator who shall 

11 employ any person to act as an engineer who has not complied with the requirements of 

12 this section, and who has no license to run and operate a portable or stationary steam en-

13 gine, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction of said offense shall pay a fine 

14 of fifty dollars and the cost of prosecution, and shall stand committed until the same is paid. 

15 And in case any owner or operator engaged in any business wherein they use a steam en-

16 gine, and any accident occurs through the carelessness of the engineer, the person or per-

17 sous so injured shall be entitled to recover for said injury from said owner or operator the 

18 reasonable compensation therefor; and proof that said engine was run and operated by a 

19 person not authorized, and that has no license as herein required, shall be conclusive evi-

20 dence of such negligence on the part of said owner or operator. 
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SEC. 6. Wherever written charges of gross neglect of duty or malfeasance in office against 

2 any inspector shall be made and filed with the Governor, signed by four operators or owners 

3 of portable or stationery steam boilers, conditioned that they will pay all costs and ex-

4 penses arising from said investigation, and if the Governor shall be satisfied that said par-

5 ties whose names are signed to said charges are responsible, it shall be the duty of the Gov-

6 ernor to convene a board of examiners, to consist of one boiler-maker and two practical en-

7 gineers, at such time and place as he may deem best, giving ten days notice to the inspector 

8 against whom the charges have been made, and also the persons whose names appear first 

9 in the charges, and said board, when convened and having been sworn according to law to 

10 try and determine the truth of said charges may subpoena any person or persons on each 

11 side to appear before them, and if, after said investigation has been held by said board of 

12 examiners, said board shall report to the Governor the result of their examination in writ-

13 ing, and if said report shows that the inspector has grossly neglected his duties or is incom-

14 petent, or has been guilty of malfeasance in office, it shall be the duty of the Governor forth-

15 with to remove him and appoint another inspector in his place, and if said investigation 

16 fail to show that he has not neglected his duties or has not been guilty of malfeasance in 

17 office, then the party or parties making said charges shall pay the cost of said investigation. 

18 That there shall be four inspectors appointed for this State, and the State shall be divided 

19 into four districts the counties of Polk, Jasper, Poweshiek, Iowa, Johnson, Cedar, Scott, 

20 Warren, Marion, Mahaska, Keokuk, Washington, Muscatine, Louisa, Lucas, Monroe, 

21 Wapello, Jefferson, Henry, Desmoines, Wayne, Appanoose, Davis, Vanburen, Lee shall 

22 compose the first district, and the counties of Mitchell, Howard, Winneshiek, Alamakee, 

23 Floyd, Chickasaw, Butler, Bremer, Fayette, Clayton, Franklin, Hardin, Grundy, Black 

24 Hawk, Buchanan, Delaware, Dubuque, Marshall, Tama, Benton, Linn, Jones, Jackson, 

25 Clinton, shall compose the second district, and the counties of Cerro Gordo, Worth, 

26 Hamilton, Wright, Hancock. Winnebago, Webster, Humboldt, Kossuth, Calhoun, Poca-

27 hontas, Palo Alto, Emmett, Sac, Buena Vista, Clay, Dickinson, Ida, Cherokee, O'Brien, 

28 Osceola, Woodbury, Plymouth, Sioux and Lyon, shall compose the third district, and 

29 the counties of Story, Boone, Green, Carroll, Crawford, Monona, Dallas, Guthrie, Audu-

30 bon. Shelby, Harrison, Madison, Adair, Cass, Pottawattamie, Clark, Union, Adams, Mont-

31 gomery, Mills, Decatur,Ringgold, Taylor, Page and Fremont shall compose the fourth 

32 district. 
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