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A BILL 
FOR AN ACT TO PREVENT DISCRIMINATIONS IN FREIGHT CHARGES BY RAIL

ROADS IN IOWA, BETWEEN STATIONS IN IOWA. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa : 

SECTION 1. That when any railroad company in this State shall, either as owner or lessee 

2 thereof, operate any branch road or roads within this State, in connection with the main 

3 and principal line of such railroad, it shall be unlawful for any such railroad company to 

4 charge and receive any greater rate per ton per mile for the transportation of any freight 

5 from one point in this State, to another point in this State on such branch road, than such 

6 railroad company shall charge per ton per mile from any point or station on the line of its 

7 road or branches to another point or station or such main or principal line beyond the inter-

8 section of such main or principal line. And where such freight is received by such railroad 

9 company for transportation at a station in this State, either on such main or principal line 

10 or at any station or any of its branches to be transported to any station on its main or prin-

11 cipal line or on any of its other branches, it shall be entitled to charge for and receive a 

12 reasonable additional sum from such owner, shipper, consignor, or consignee, as the case 

13 may be, necessary to defray the additional cost and expense of switching and transferring 

14 any car or cars containing such freight, at the intersection or intersections of such branch 

15 road or roads with such main line ; and it is made the duty of the Board of Railroad Com-

16 missioners of this State, from time to time, to fix and establish such a reasonable tariff for 

17 such switching and transfer as shall be just and reasonable, under the circumstances. 

SEC. 2. That when any railroad company operating its road or any of its branches in this 

2 State shall have established a rate for freight between any two or more points or stations 

3 on such line or any branch thereof in this State, such railroad company shall not charge for 

4 the transportation of such freight any greater sum for like service or freight from any point 

5 or station in this State to another point or station in this state, than shall be charged by it 

6 for the longest distance from such common station on such line or any of its branches ; and 

7 the charge for the transportation for such shorter distance from such common point shall 

8 be in a ratio of the respective distances from such common station on such line or any of its 

9 branches. And the provisions of this section shall not in any manner be affected by any 

10 arrangement, stipulation or contract with such railroad company may have with any other 

11 railroad company operating its line or any branches thereof in this State, with reference to 

12 the transportation of freight, and with the disposition of the earnings thereof, whether the 

13 same be between stations in this State, or between any station in this State and any other 

14 station beyond the limits of this State. 
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SEC. 3. That where such freight which may be received and transported by such railway 

2 company is in less than car load lots, such railway company shall, between any of its 

3 stations in this State, be permitted to charge tor and receive any additional hauling, billing 

4 and insurance thereof which may be necessary and reasonable in the handling and trans-

5 porting such freight, and also for such switching and transferring of cars as is provided in 

6 section one of this act, which charges for handling, billing and insurance shall be subject 

7 to the supervision and regulation of the Board of Railroad Commissioners of this State. 

SEC. 4. No change or modification of classification of such freight by such railroad com-

2 pany shall operate to change the rules and requirements as provided in sections one and 

3 two of this act. 

SEC. 5. Said railroad company shall post in all of its passenger rooms in station build-

2 ings on the line of its road in this State, a correct and true printed tariff card of all its 

3 freight rates between all of its stations in this State, and its tariff for switching and trans-

4 fer at each of its branch intersections, which tariff rates shall include t t e rates for full car 

5 loads and the various classifications of such freight. 

SEC 6. Any shipper of any freight mentioned herein who has been damaged by a viola-

2 tion of this act, and who has paid such railroad company any greater rate of freight charges 

3 than is provided in this act, may make complaint thereof to such Board of Railroad Com-

4 missioners, in writing under oath, and thereupon, such Board of Railroad Commissioners 

5 shall require such railroad company to compensate such shipper for such damage and in-

6 jury, and in case such railroad company refuse so to do, then such Board of Railroad Com-

7 missioners shall bring a civil action against such railroad company in any district court in 

8 any county in this State, in the name of such Board of Railroad Commissioners and recover 

9 treble the amount of such over-charge by such railroad company with interest thereon ; and 

10 two-thirds of such amount so recovered shall be paid into the State Treasury, and the re-

11 maining one-third shall be paid to the party injured, by any unjust or illegal freight 

12 charges. 

SEC. 7. If at the termination of such proceedings it shall be found that such railroad 

2 company has not violated the terms of this act, then the costs of such proceeding shall be 

3 paid out of the State treasury upon the certificate of such Board of Railroad Commissioners 

4 after being first audited by the Executive Council of this State. 

SEC. 8. If it shall be found that the party claiming to be injured by such excessive 

2 freight charges had reasonable ground of complaint, such Board of Railroad Commissioners 

4 shall certify that fact to the Executive Council of this State, and such person shall receive 

5 such witness fees and mileage for attending upon such trial as are provided for the com-

6 pensation of witnesses and such mileage as are provided and established in the District 

7 Court of this State, which witness fees and mileage shall be paid out of the State treasury 

8 on the order of the Executive Council of this State. 
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