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A BILL 
FOR AN ACT TO CREATE A BOARD OF SUPERVISION OF THE CHARITABLE 

REFORMATORY AND PENAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE OF IOWA. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa : 

SECTION 1. The Board of Trustees of the Hospital for the Insane at Mt. Pleasant, and for 

2 the Hospital for the Insane at Independence, and for the Industrial Schools at Eldora and 

3 Mitchellville, and for the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Council Bluffs, and for the 

4 Institution for Feeble Minded children at Glen wood, and for the Penitentiaries at Ft. Madi-

5 son and Anamosa, and for the Soldiers' Orphans' Home at Davenport, as now constituted 

6 and appointed, are hereby abolished, and said boards shall go out of office and cease to dis-

7 charge their respective duties sixty days after the passage and publication of this act. 

SEC. 2. The Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 

2 five persons, citizens of Iowa, a State board of supervision of Iowa charitable reformatory 

3 and penal institutions, who shall be a body corporate under and by said name, and shall 

4 have and possess all the powers, and may exercise all the functions of the several boards 

5 abolished by section of this act. Said board shall devote its entire time and attention to 

6 its duties, as provided in this act. 

SEC. 3. Said board shall meet and organize within sixty days from the passage of this act, 

2 and shall enter upon the discharge of its duties at the expiration of said sixty days. Each 

3 member of said board, before entering upon the discharge of his duties, shall take and sub-

4 scribe an oath to support the constitutions of the United States and the State of Iowa, and 

5 honestly and faithfully discharge his duties as a member of said board to the best of his 

6 ability, which oath shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State. 

SEC. 4. The members of said board shall hold office for the term of five years, except that 

2 the members first appointed shall go out of office, one in one, one in two, one in three, 

3 one in four, and one in five years from the date of appointment, the members to go out to 

4 be determined by lot. Appointments to fill vacancies occasioned by death, resignation or 

5 removal shall be for the unexpired term. Upon the expirations of any regular term or 

6 the occurring of any vacancy, the Governor shall appoint in like manner as above. 
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SEC. 5. Said board shall be provided with a room in the capitol building at Des Moines 

2 as its office, and shall hold thereat regular meetings for the transaction of business, at least 

3 once in each month ; the board shall be furnished with all necessary furniture, books, sta-

4 tionery and printing. 

SEC 6. Each member of said board shall receive a compensation of two thousand dollars 

2 per annum, and also all actual and necessary expenses paid out in the discharge of the 

3 duties of his office. Said board shall also have power to expend a sum not exceeding two 

4 thousand dollars per annum, as salary for a secretary of said board and for clerk hire. All 

5 accounts for salary, clerk hire and disbursements, provided for in this act, shall be rendered 

6 under oath, and shall be audited and allowed by the board, and then drawn from the State 

7 Treasury upon the warrant of the Secretary of State, out of funds appropriated to the said 

8 several institutions in relative proportion as near as may be to the sums appropriated to 

9 each for current expenses and the sums credited to each by the Secretary of State as herein 

10 provided. 

SEC. 7. Said board shall act as commissioners of lunacy, with powers to investigate and 

2 examine into, with or without expert assistance, the question of the insanity and condition 

3 of any person committed or confined in any lunatic hospital or asylum, public or private, or 

4 restrained of his liberty by reason of alleged insanity, at any place within this State, and 

5 shall the proper and legal steps for the discharge of any person so committed or re-

6 strained, if in its opinion such person is not insane, or can be cared for after such discharge 

7 without danger to others and with benefit to such person. 

SEC. 8. Said board shall have power to fully investigate all complaints against any of the 

2 institutions named in the first section of this act, or against the official conduct of the man-

3 agement thereof; to send for books and papers, summon, compel the attendance of, and swear 

4 witnesses, and conduct, at any time, thorough investigation into the affairs of any such 

5 institution in such manner as to it should seem best. Any letter, communication or com-

6 plaint addressed to such board, or to any member thereof, by any inmate, employe or sub-

7 ordinate officer in any of said institutions shall be forthwith forwarded as addressed with-

8 out interference therewith or the breaking of the seal, or the reading thereof by any officer 

9 or employe of such institution. 

SEC. 9. The duties of such board shall be 

2 First. To maintain and govern the institutions named in the first section of this bill 

3 and such other charitable, reformatory and penal institutions as may .hereafter be estab-

4 lished or maintained by the state. 

5 Second. To carefully supervise and direct the management and affairs of said insti-

6 tutions, and faithfully and diligently promote the objects for which the same have been 

7 established. 
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8 Third. To preserve and care for the buildings, grounds, and all property connected 

9 with said institutions. 

10 Fourth. To take and hold in trust for the said several institutions any land conveyed 

11 or devised, or money or property given or bequeathed to be applied for any purpose con-

12 nected therewith and faithfully to apply the same as directed by the doner, and faith-

13 fully apply to all funds, effects and property which may be received for the use of such 

14 institution. 

15 Fifth. To make, on or before October first in each year, full and complete annual 

16 inventories and appraisals of all the property of each of said institutions which inven-

17 tories and appraisements shall be recorded and shall be so classified as to separately 

J 8 show the amount, kind and value of all real and personal property belonging to such 

19 institutions. 

20 Sixth. To make such bylaws, rules and regulations, not incompatible with law as it 

21 shall deem convenient or necessary for the government of the said institutions and for 

22. its own government and cause the same to be printed. 

23 Seventh. To visit and carefully inspect each of said institutions as often as once in 

24 each month, ei ther by the full board or by some member thereof, and ascertain 

26 whether all officers, teachers, servants and employes in such institutions are competent 

27 and faithful in the discharge of their duties, and all inmates thereof properly cared for 

28 and governed, and all accounts, count books and vouchers properly kept and all the 

29 business affairs thereof properly conducted. 

30 Eighth. To fix the number of subordinate officers, teachers, servants and employes 

31 in each of said institutions and prescribe the duties and compensation of each, and to 

32 employ the same upon the nomination of the respective superintendents and wardens. 

33 Ninth. To promptly remove or discharge any officer, teacher, servant or employe in 

34 any of the said institutions who shall be guilty of any malfeasance or misbehavior in 

35 office or of neglect, or improper discharge of duty. 

SECTION 10. Each of the inst i tut ions herein committed to the charge of the said board 

?. shall, by its proper officer, make monthly reports to such board giving detailed and itemized 

3 accounts of all receipts and disbursements, and also showing the daily number of inmates, 

4 officers, teachers, servants, and employes in each, and the wages paid to each such officer, 

5 teacher, servant or employe, and also an annual report on the first day of October in each 

6 year, giving a summarized statement of the management of each of said institutions, in 

7 every department for the preceding fiscal year, ending on the thirtieth day of September. 

SEC 11. The State board of charities and reform shall visit from time to time, and inspect 

2 the interior management of said institutions, and to all inmates thereof. They may visit, 

3 inquire into and examine as to the condition and management thereof, and shall make such 



- 4 -

4 suggestions in writing as they may deem best to the State board of supervision having the 

5 above named institutions in charge, and shall include in their annual report to the Gov-

6 ernor any information and suggestions reports relating to said institutions as they may 

7 deem proper. 

SEC 12. On or before the first day of December in each year, the board shall make a re-

2 port to the Governor for the preceding fiscal year. Such report shall show the kind and es-

3 timated value of all the property of each institution at the commencement of such year ; 

4 the kind and cost of all permanent additions and improvements during such year; the re-

5 ceipts of money during such year from all public sources ; the receipts of money or property 

6 from all private sources for the benefit of inmates, and the disposition thereof ; the amount 

7 and estimated value of all products of the farm, shop, and other sources of support and 

8 supply in the charge of said board, for each institution, and the cost and application thereof 

9 respectively ; the number of inmates of each institution at the commencement and at the 

10 close of such year, with the average number maintained in each institution during 

11 each such year, with the average weekly cost of such maintenance for each such inmate, 

12 such cost to be based upon the total amount appropriated by the board for the support of 

13 each institution during such year, including all appropriations by the board for subsist-

14 ence and repairs of property, together with the uet value of all the products of the farm 

15 and garden, and the net value of all labor expended in the care and repair of the property 

16 of each institution, but not including the cost of permanent additions to property, or pri-

17 vate contributions for inmates ; and such report shall contain such further facts, relating 

18 to the financial condition of each said institutions, as said board may deem necessary for 

19 the information of the legislature, together with an estimate of expenses for the ensuing 

20 year. Such report shall be accompanied by such parts of the report of the superintendent 

21 and steward of each of the two insane asylums, the report of the wardens and steward of 

22 the two penitentiaries, the report of the superintendent and steward of the institution for 

23 the education of the blind, the report of the superintendent and steward of the institution 

24 for the education of the deaf and dumb, and the report of the superintendents and stewards 

25 of the industrial schools for boys and girls, as said board shall deem proper to lay before the 

26 Governor ; and the reports now providdd by law to be submitted by the said several insti-

27 tutions or by the officers thereof, to the Governor are hereby abolished. 

SEC. 13. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 

2 repealed, but only so far as the same are so inconsistent. 
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