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A BILL 

FOR AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE CIRCUIT COURT AND THE OFFICE OF CIRCUIT 

JUDGE, AND TO CREATE A COUNTY COURT, AND TO DEFINE ITS JURIS

DICTION AND THE SALARY OF A COUTY JUDGE. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. That sections (162) one hundred and sixty-two and (586) five hundred and 

2 eighty-six of the Code of Iowa, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 2. That at the general election in the year (1888) eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, 

2 and every two years thereafter, there shall be elected a county judge in each of the coun-

3 ties of the State, whose term of office shall commence on the first day of January next fol-

4 lowing his election, and who shall hold his office for two years and until his successor is 

5 elected and qualified. 

SEC. 3. The county court as thus established shall hold four regular terms of court each 

2 year, which shall be fixed upon and established by the county judge and the clerk of the 

3 District Court, and shall be so arranged as not to conflict with the terms of the District 

4 Court. Said terms shall be arranged and established on or before the (15) fifteenth day of 

5 January, commencing in each term of office, and shall be fixed for two years following; and 

6 the terms so fixed upon shall be published by the clerk of the District Court in the official 

7 papers of the county for two weeks. 

SEC 4. The county court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction of the probate of 

2 wills and the appointment of such executors, administrators or trustees as may be required 

3 to carry the same into effect, of the settlement of the estates of deceased persons, and of the 

4 persons and estates of minors, insane persons, and persons requiring guardianship, includ-

D 5 ing applications for the sale of real property belonging to any such estate. It shall have 

6 exclusive jurisdiction in all appeals from a justice of the peace, both in civil and criminal 

8 matters, and shall have general concurrent jurisdiction with the District Court of all civil 

9 proceedings, in suits wherein the amount involved as shown by the pleadings does not 

10 exceed the sum of five hundred dollars, exclusive of costs; and also concurrent jurisdiction 

11 with the District Court in divorce proceedings wherein there is no appearance by the 

12 defendant, but when a defendant in a divorce proceeding shall appear and answer the peti-

13 tion the case shall at once be transferred to the District Court. 

SEC 5. The county court shall be a court of record and have a seal, upon which shall be 

2 engraved the words " County Court" and the name of the county, and the clerk of the Dis-
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3 trict Court shall be clerk of the county court, and the records shall be kept in all respects 

4 the same as is now by law required to be kept by the clerk of the Circuit Court. 

SEC. 6. The court shall always be open for the transaction of probate matters, except 

2 when a will is contested, when such proceedings shall only be had at a regular term of such 

3 court. 

SEC. 7. The same rules of practice shall obtain in the county court as now obtain in the 

2 Circuit and District Courts, as is now provided by the Code of Iowa. 

SEC. 8. The number of trial jurors in the county court shall be twelve, and a trial jury 

2 shall consist of six, and the jurors shall be drawn and summoned in all repects the same as 

3 is done in the District Court. 

SEC. 9. Whenever in the opinion of the county judge the business in court at any regu-

2 lar term does not warrant the public expense in calling a jury, he may order the clerk not 

3 to summons a jury at such term of court. 

SEC. 10. Appeals shall be allowed in all civil cases in which the county court has original 

2 concurrent jurisdiction with the District Court to the District Court. But no appeal shall 

3 be taken from the judgment of the county court on appeals taken to the county court from 

4 a justice of the peace. Appeals may be taken from the county court Jto the Supreme Court 

5 in all cases wherein the county court has exclusive original jurisdiction. 

SEC 11. The county judge shall perform all acts such as is now required to be performed 

2 by the Circuit Judge, except he shall have no power to hear or determine any special pro-

3 ceedings, and the county court shall exercise no equitable jurisdiction except divorce cases 

4 as hereintofore provided for, and the foreclosure of mortgages and mechanic's leins. 

SEC. 12. The county judge shall receive a salary of twelve hundred dollars a year in all 

2 counties wherein the population shall not exceed fifteen thousand according to the latest 

3 census taken by the State. In all counties whose population shall exceed fifteen thousand 

4 his salary shall be fifteen hundred dollars a year, providing the Board of Supervisors of 

5 any county may increase such salary to any amount not exceeding two thousand dollars 

6 per year, in counties containing a population over twenty-five thousand, and such salary 

7 shall be payable by the county in monthly installments, at the end of each month and the 

8 Auditor of the county shall draw a warrant on the county Treasurer for such amount. 

SEC 13. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 
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