
SENATOR YOUNG, from the Committee on Railroads, submitted the following report: 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Your Committee on Railroads, to whom was referred senate file No. 147, a bill for an act to 

amend section 1260, chapter 4, title X, of the Code of 1873, relating to taking private property for 

works of internal improvement, and house file No. 47, a bill for an act to amend chapter 65 of the 

public acts of the fifteenth general assembly, beg leave to report that they have had the same under 

consideration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the senate with the recommendation 

that the accompanying substitute therefor do pass. 
YOUNG, Chairman. 

Ordered passed on tile. 

SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE FILE NO. 147 AND HOUSE FILE NO. 47.] [BY R. R. COM. 

A BILL 

FOR ANT ACT TO REPEAL CHAPTER 65, OF THE PUBLIC LAWS OF THE FIFTEENTH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND SECTION 1260 OF THE CODE, AND ENACT A SUB

STITUTE THEREFOR, RELATING TO THE TAKING OF PRIVATE RROPERTY 

FOR WORKS OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, That chapter 65, 

2 of the public laws of the fifteenth general assembly, and section 1260 of the Code, be, and the same 

3 are hereby repealed, and the following enacted in lieu thereof : 

4 Sec. 1260. In any case where a railway, constructed in whole or in part, has ceased to be 

5 operated or used for more than five years, or in any case where the construction of a railway has 

6 been commenced by any corporation or person, and work on the same has ceased and has not been 

7 in good faith resumed for more than five years and the same remains unfinished, or where such 

8 railway has not been operated for four years last past, and the rails and rolling stock have been 

9 wholly removed therefrom, it shall be deemed and taken that the corporation or person thus in 

10 default has abandoned all right and privilege over so much as remains unfinished, or from which 

11 the rails and rolling stock have been wholly removed, as aforesaid, in favor of any other corpora-

12 tion or person which may enter upon such abandoned work, as provided in section 1261 of the 

13 Code: provided, however, that if said road-bed or right of way, or any part thereof, shall not be 

14 used or operated for a period of eight years, or in any case where the construction of a railway has 



[2] 

15 been commenced by any corporation or person, and work on the same has ceased and has not been 

16 in good faith resumed by any corporation or person for a period of eight years, the land and the 

17 title thereto shall revert to the owner of the section, subdivision, tract or lot from which it was 

18 taken. 

SEC. 2. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall be in force and take effect 

2 from and after its publication in the Iowa State Register and Iowa State Leader, newspapers pub-

3 lished in Des Moines, Iowa. 
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