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A BILL 

FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR COSTS. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, That in all actions 

2 in courts of record, or inferior courts, when the plaintiff or person for whose use an action is 

3 to be commenced shall not be a resident of this state, the plaintiff or person for whose use 

4 the action is to be commenced shall, before he institutes such suit, file, or cause to be filed, 

5 with the clerk of the court or with the justice, a bond with sufficient security for costs, which 

6 bond shall be substantially in the following form: 

7 I, A. B., do enter myself security for all costs which may accrue in the above cause. 

SEC. 2. If at any time after the commencement of any suit by a resident of this state he 

2 shall become a non-resident, or if in any case the court shall be satisfied that any plaintiff is 

3 unable to pay the costs of, or that he is so unsettled as to endanger the officers of the court 

4 with respect to their legal demands, it shall be the duty of the court, on motion of the defend-

5 ant or any officer of the court, to rule the plaintiff, on or before a day in such rule named, to 

6 give security for costs in such suit. If such plaintiff shall neglect or refuse, on or before the 

7 day in such rule named, to file an instrument of writing of some responsible person being a 

8 resident of this state, whereby he shall bind himself to pay all costs in such suit which have 

9 accrued or may accrue in such action, the court shall, on motion, dismiss the suit: provided, 

10 that the defendant or officer making such motion shall file therewith his affidavit, or the affi-

11 davit of some credible person, stating that he has reason to believe, and does believe, that in 

12 case such suit is prosequted to a conclusion a judgment will be rendered against such plaintiff 

13 for such costs. 

SEC. 3. If any court shall, before or after the commencement of any suit, be satisfied that 

2 the plaintiff is a poor person, and unable to prosecute his suit and pay the costs and expenses 

3 thereof, the court may, in its discretion, permit him to commence and prosecute his action 

4 as a poor person; and thereupon such person shall have all the necessary writs, process and 

5 proceedings as in other cases, without fees or charge. And the court may assign to such per 

6 sons counsel, who, as well as all other officers of the court, shall perform their duties in such 
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7 suit without any fees, charge or reward. If judgment be entered for the plaintiff, there shall 

8 be judgment for his costs, which costs shall be collected for the use of said officers. 

SEC. 4. If, prior to the convening of any term of any court of record or inferior court, a 

2 person desiring to commence suit in such court shall file with the clerk or justice thereof an 

3 affidavit stating that he is a poor person and unable to pay costs, and that his cause of action 

4 is meritorious, such clerk or justice shall issue and the sheriff or constable shall serve all 

5 necessary process without requiring costs: provided, if judgment shall be entered against such 

6 plaintiff, it shall be for costs, unless the court shall otherwise order. 

SEC. 5. All acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 
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